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ZRRATA SHEET - Def, Doc, 2902, SUZUKI AFFIDAVIT.
Page 1 - middle of page, the sentence starting "In
April 1925, I was attached" should read, "In
April 1926, ete."
Page 5 - 3rd line Irom top, date should be "1919r,
Pege 20 - first line of first quoted paragreph should
read, "Pleese go to the War Minister ang ask
if he can hold down...."

Fage 21 - 10th line from top, delete comma after "ang"
and add the word "that" after "at home",

Page 24 - 5th line from top, figure should be 5,000,000
instead of 8,000,000,
last sentence on this p&ge suould read, "This
Light cause no small internal disquietude,"
Pege 25 - lst line should read "from the southern areast.

Page 27 - 13th 1line frém top, change "Government" to
"High Commandr, '

Page 30 - d.ve in last line on page should read,
October 8, 1943,

Page 38 - 9th 1line from bottom, delete after "feasible™
to the end of that paragraph.

Pege 39 - 6th line from bottom, add after "Exhibit 2aeHn
"Page 15,963 of Record®.

Page L3 - delete first word on page, e.g. "an",

Page 44 - third line from top, chpitelize "A'" in faftern,

RE SUZUKI OFPZNING STATEMENT.

First line should read, "Our opening statement for the
accused...etc.” instead of "The opening statement of
the accused.,..etc."
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES . /AMRICA, et al

)
) TESTIMONY OF

Vs . ;_ SUZUKI, Teiichi
)

BY AFFIDAVIT
ARAKT, Sedao, et &l

: I, SUZUKI, Teiichi, having first been duly sworn on oath,

in sccordance with the procedure followed in my country, depose

as follows:
PART TI.
(1) I was born in Chibs Perfecture on December 16, 1888,

1 graduated from the Military Academy on nay 28, 1909 and was

attacned to the 18th Infeantry neiment (ononaahi). I Decen-

ber 1913, I wes ordered to enter the Army Staff Qollege from

which I graduated on November 27, 1917, 1In 1918 I becsme at-

tached to the Genersl Staff-0ffice. In 1919 T was despatched

to the Ministry of Finance %o study finesncisl and economic orac-

tice for one year. In October 1920 I was ordered to be sta-
tioned at Shanghai where T steyed to the end of March 1922, to

study Chinese affeirs. TFrom april 1922 to August 1923 I was a

l {
memoer of the General Staff., From September'1923 to March 1926

I was ordered to be stationed at Paﬁipg 8s Asslistant Military
Attache to the Japanese Legation. In April 1925, I wes attached

to the L8th Infantry Regiment (Furume) and in Lfuguet of the

same year, I was eppointed Battalion Chief of the same Regiment.,

In 1927 I weas 4 member of the General Staff Office. In February

1929 I was sent,

as 8 student to England, returning in October

On December 10, 1929, I was again éppointed as Assistant

| Military Attache to the Japanese Legation in Peking. In Jenuary

1931 I becaine attached to the Buresu of Militery Affairs in the

War Ministry. In sugust 1933 I wes appointed Chief of the Intel-

| ligence Corps of the War Ministry. On March 5y 1934, I was ap-

pointed Chief Secretary of the Resesrch Section of the Army Staff

College and concurrently instructor in Militery Science. In May

L]
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1935 I held the of fice of investigator et the Csasbinet Bureau of
Investigation. On Lugust 1, 1936, I was appointed Reginnal Com-
mander of the lith Infantry Regiment stationed at Tongning, Man-
churia. In November 1937, 1 was attached to the 16th Home Divi-
sion, with Headquerters. in Kyoto. 1In April 1938, I was appointed
Chief of Staff of the Third Army'Ragiment stationed at Mutangien,
Manchuris. On December'lé, 1938, I was eppointed Chief of the
Political Section of the China Affairs Board. On spril 4, 1941,
I retired from military service having been placed on the reserﬁe
1ist and became Minister without Portfolio and concurrently
President of the Planning Board 1in the Second Konoe Cabinet, con-
tinueﬁ es such in the Tnird Konoe Gabinet and the Tojo Cabinet
until I resigned on October &, 1943.

(2) As I look back upon my past 1life I feel theb five thing
heve deeply influenced my career, my outlook on life, and my poll-
tical ideas.

First; my training &s & professional military man has
naturally made me mainly interested 1n the problems Of national
defence. 1t 8lso caused me to entertain & high regard for the
traditions of strict discipline of the Japaﬂese Army, for the
neintenance of which T used my best endeavors when signs of
slackness WETE€E menifested within the Army during those turbulent
years since 193, 1% instilled into me & spirit of gelf-sacrifice
It teught me that in case my country WssS in denger 1 should s&c-
rifice my all for the sake of my counirye.

Second, my studies in finencial and economic affeirs at
the Finance Ministry in 1919 eroused in me & lively interest in
the practicel problems OI national 6CORAILY . This interest was
furtner intensified, during my service as a Cablnetl investigator
in 1935-6, by coming into persongl contect with officials of
various Ministries and with & numbef of economic experts. The

sbove experience, of & non-militery character, enlarged my mentel
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vision and taught me, foT instance, to look &l problems of

nationel defence, not 1n themeclves slone, but in the texture
of the entire neational lile. This broader view of national
defencé was especially helptul in doing my work 8s president

of the Planning Boerd, the practical furiction of which, prior
to December 1, 1941, lay not £o much sn meking smooth the way
for military preparetions, as in moderating 'the deniends of the
srmed services, so &s 1O safeguerd the netional ecconomic life,
which was becoming more and more strained tnrough the China
Incidenﬁ extending over four ye&IS.

Third, my sojourn in bBngland &s & student during the
yeer 1929, tnoupn not @ long ONE, cnclted & deep iniluesnce on
my modes of thougnt. IT taught me to look et my country objec-
tively end from an internetionel atsndpoint. It mede me deeply
conscious of the shortcomings, spiritusl end materiasl of our
people as well €8 of our backwerdness in netural science;.and
saved me from thev blind and narrow-minded patriotism;which
militery education is ept to cultivate.

Fourth, my frequent contect with China and the Chinese
wes no smell foctor for moulding my life and thought. My
fether was 8 svudent of Caoinese €lusslCS end ny home gducation
was such to esrofise my interest in things Chinese. Then my stay
in Shanghai during October 1920 to March 1922 and mﬁ sojourn in
Peking during September 1923 to Merch 1926 and during January
1930 to Januury 1931 as Assistent Militery Attache to the
Jepanese Legation, aefforded me ample opportunity to become in-
timetely acquainted with the Chinese people end to cultivaote
friendships witn many Jeeders in Cnina. 1t snabled we to study
politicel «ff&lrs in China at close range which iade e sympathe-
+ic with the Chiness netionalist movement. In January 1927 1
wes despatched es & linison offiger by wer Minister UGAKTI to

meet General Chieng-Kei-Shek, then on his northern expeditions

- T A T
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I had ean interview with him at Kiukiaeng and learned from him

his idaés and aspirsations he cherished regarﬁing the execution
of the Chinese Revolution. Thereafter, my sympathy for the
nationalist movement was all the more intensified. Most of my
Ghiinese friends were tius ¢f the Kueonintarg Perty, not militery
men of the old school. Agnir, during 1931-1933, I was assigned
as part of my duties, the task of assiéting the supervision end
guldance of visiting Chinese military students. I taught the
history of Chinese nationslism to the students of the Army Steff
College, when I served as instructor in that institution.
All these experiences naturally decpened my understanding

Oof &nd woulded my frieqdly cttitude toward tane Cailiese peoples
They hed cultivated wmy conviction that the cspirstions of the
Chinese people for the recovery of her nationel rights would be
reaiized in due course of time and that Japan should essist and
coopercte with the New China represented by the Nationalist Part:
The course of events in the Sino-Japanese relations ran contrary
to the direction I hoped for, but my views on China's destiny
did not thereby suffer any change. I have read an affidevit by
Mr. Hu Lin, Defence Document 197, obtiined by my American coun-
sel during his recent trip to China. I am gled to know thet one
of my Chinese friends understends me thoroughly, even after thecs
deploreble years of militery cohflict between the two nations,
though I feel eshamed to think and regard it es a tragedy that
I wes utterly helpless in checking the catastrophic course of
Fer Eestern politics.,

Lastly, not only was my view of Japanese politics, Bational
and international, deeply 1nfluuncea, out the lest phase of ny
cificial cerecr &s & civilien administrator and stetesman wes
determined by my frequent contacts with Prince Konoe, Marquis Kia
end Beron Heéreda. Since my neme is often mentioned in Kido's

Diary it might also be proper for me to e¢lucidete here, my rela-
‘tlc s with them.,
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There were cuong uy seniors in the army, wmarquis INOUE,
Saburo. Marqguis Inoue wes Level my immediete superior officer

in the Army, but since as eerly ss in 1918, when Marquiw Inoue and

-

I, then & licutcnant, were essigned st the Finence Ministry to l
study financial end economic affairs together, we became very
friendly éith each other. Merquis Inoue, therefore, often in-
vited me to Join him in golf tournaments or to essist et tea- \
ceremony held at his residence, ;

Merquis Inoue wes & man of noblec birvh end of sound modere:
views having been sducated 1a wnplaild. He was rethner of & quiet i
disposition and did not enjoy & wide circle of friends. He wes
however, on very intimate terms with FPrince KONOE; Fumimarg,
Marquis KIDO, Koichi whom he had known from his childhood and
through them also with Beron HARADA, Kumeo., Thus when I wes
invited by Marquis Inoue, neturslly I hed opportunities to meet
Konoe, Kido and Hareda, with whom I ©ls0o became quite intimete.
In the course of golf tournaments or dinner parties Kido and

Hurude often inquired o we regurding tihe internsal conditions

of the Army.. Since about July 1931 especially, they seemed to ¥
be keenly interested to obtein informetion sbout the state of
the Army circles. Verious rumors hed thén been afloat concerning ﬂﬁ
whet is generally known a&s the March Affeir, and Prince Sgionji,
the Rlder‘Statesmﬁr. end Court Mrkino. the Ksepér of the Privy

Seal, for whom Harsde =nd Kido were secretaries respectively, {

were seriously concerned over the rumorsd subversive asctivities
of army officers and directed their secrcteries to gether informa- )
tion and study measurcs for Keeping them under control. 4s I (!
looked upon Herzde snd Kido as my close friends, I used to tell
them frankly about whet I know. ‘ f

Lfter thaet I told them from time to time about the state L
of affeirs within the Army, Through our informel frenk and

friendly chats about politics, I could also obt2in much informe- {3

-5-
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tion regerding tie inside movements of the politicel world.

Prince Konoe, Margquis Kido wnd Buron Harada were ardent «amirers ﬁ
of Fiince Seionji's tiverclism in politics and their political ;-
viuws exerted no smell jnflucnce upon L.
During 1956-1938, when my assignments were in Menchurie T
end £t Kyoto;.our intimete contects were for ¢ time suspended. . 1
However, since December 1938 when I was removed 1o Tokyo to
assume my work at the Chine Affsirs Boord, our contacts were !
resumed. It was chiefly my friendship with Prince Konoc and
the latter's confidence in me by ruason of my long associction
with him, thet node me give up Ly long rilitery cereer 1n April
1941.
(3) My views on internationel politicul afficrs effecting
Jepan, e stotement of which will be helpful in elucideting the .
nature of my behevior on various occnsions, may Dbe outlined as
follows: .
As steted above, I felt much sympathy for the Chlnese na-
tionclist movement, ond my Chinese friends were mainly personeli-

ties connected with it. Furtheruiore, Ly ooservations of &and

L

studies in Chinese political «I1&iIS Cruuc to convince ue that wi |
the greduel cwokening of the Chinese people, the recovely of her
netionnl riehts would be the naturcl course of development in ' J
Chine. So it was my basic conception of the Sino-Jananese rele-
tions that Japen should endecvor to bring rbout order snd ste~-
bility of DEase Aslea by cssisting and cooperoting with the New
Chine represcnted by the Nationelist Party, on Ueris of equulity.
Regrrding the Soviet Union, I thought thet the Russien f
DeOplec Were purfactl} free to live under any government they |
chose, though the dictutorisl snda totalitarien foru of governuent
was not pelateble to me., However, T felt no smell disquietude,
espceielly over those rctivities of the Third Intornetionel, then
generelly believed to.- have been conducted under the guidance of

the Soviet Union, which aided &nd cbetted the suobversive and

revolutionery novements in Eese 4slt, gspecielly in Jaepan.. Those

Tl
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asnpects of the Jup:.we: Communist movement which advoceted the
abolition of the Emperor-system by revolutionary methods, and
which discredited all religion through Marxian mﬁterialistic
philosophy were especlally abhorrent tO Li€. On the other hand,
for preventing the cowmunistic revoliution in Jepan 1 considersd
it essential tuatb Jepanese statesmen gaopt measures thet tha.
livelihood of the people be more adequetely gueranteed.

T wes well swerc from my knowledge of history thet wer be-
tween mejor powers would bring great navionnl disasters whetever
the outcome of the wer, I therefore, belicved Thet g w=r hotwaen
jepan and the Soviet Unlon should be evoided by sll means. I
thought that the sine gue non for the meintenence of pezce be-
tween the two countries were (1) thet the Soviet Union cecse to
support the Third Internctional in the Fazr mast, end (2) thet
competition in armeusents between the two nations be terminsted.
It wes slso my favorite theory thet in order to liquidsate the
mutual distrust snd feelings of menate it wes not enough to con-
clude non-aggression trecties which might easily be screpped but
it wes necessary for both netions tO EXpI'€SS sincerity in pacif”
intentions by esdopting such prsctical measures as; (1) the
withdrewal by Jupen of troops stationed in Menchuris ana LKorea;
end, (2) the witndruwel vl troops oy the o0vist Union of tioops
cest of Baikel, However, I had to recognize thet ry idees could
not in view of the vrevailing circumstences, such as the ectivi-
ties of the Third Internctionel, readily be reslized, and thet
so long es the Soviet Union increased her grmament in the Far
Lest, Jopan must e€lso meke ample provision for &ny eventuality,
elthoush meticulous csre nmust be employed by Japan to avoid con-
flict, |

Vis-a-vis Grect Britecin end the United Stetes which I re-
.arded as militaerily one end inseperable, I was convinced that
Jepen should keep on the most friendly terns with them end thet
she should never make them our enemy, unless indeed we sare mili-

tarily attecked or plasced under & immedieste menace of attack,
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This was, I thought, & motter of course even looked &t solely
from the stendpoint of our netionel defence, in view of the fact
that & serious potenticl danger lsy in the North.

The Nazi conception of dictatoriel and totalitarisn govern-
aent wes not in nermony with my politicar views any wore tnen
Ufet 01 tne Soviet union. I uad & nigh regara ror wany sscelient
treits: of the German people, but my politicel sympathy wes not
with the Hitlerits Germeny. I wes strongly opposed to the pro-
posed conclusion of the Triple Alliance, ©nd especislly so es:
Germeny was then et wer with Greet Britein, with which country
we must keep on friendly teruss I wss then only a Section Chief
of the Chines Affairs Boerd snd certainly not in e position of-
ficlally to express &ny vicws on such matters. However, I told
my privete opinion sbout august, 1940 to wy ola friend Prince
Konoe when he orgenized the 2nd _.onoe Cuoinet, but then the rough
outlines of policy hed slmost been determined, =nd it was not
possible for me to move him. After I becrme Minister without
Portfolio in the Konoe Ccbinet, I found that the Triple Allience
waes one of the scrious obstecles to the conclusion of the Ameri-
ccn-Jepetnese negotietions,

After tne outbreck of the Germen-Soviet wer, therefore, I
Presented wy opinion vo Princs sonoe oLed 1% woula Do octter to
teruwinete the Triple slliznce by reason of the gross German per-

fidy towsard its Fer Eastern Ally. The Premier told me thet he

would consult the Foreign, Army =nd Navy Ministers sbout it, but
ny suggestion imede to Konoe was not reclized through sturdy op-

position shown by Foreign Minister Matsuoka.

(4) During the period covered by the Indictment, my status

wes thet of 2 military officer until I became s civilisn by being
¢ppointed to the Presidency of the Planning Board. However, the
orfices ol the Cuoinet Investigetor uind tie Chief of the Politicel

Section of the Chine Affeirs Boerd were civilien in cheracter,

i — oy
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though I did not forfeit my militery'stetus by assuming then.

During 1931 end the ensuing years when I served ot the
Bureeu of Military Affeirs in the Wer Ministry, I wes much con-
> cerned over the subversive rennovation movements of young office

My sn@eavor outside of my regular duties during thet period wss

g thherefore directed toward the acintelulcCe 0f dlscipiine within
| the Army. I tried to dissucde such &oung n{ficers - -as came to
i see me; tendered my =advice to my suveriors to keep vigilant eyes
; on and to provide proper guidence for them. I explained,thé con-

ﬁ dition in the Army to Kido and Harsada, secreteries to Count

Makino and Prince Szionji respectively, with = desire that the
situction be wisely deslt with under the guidance of these far-
sighted and experienced stctesien.

(5) During my services in Manchuria, one in 1936-1937 as

H—— b -b,-—-k_-l-__-l-l - -

Regionel Commender &t Tongning, and anothsr in 1938 as Chief of

! Steff of the Third Army'at.Mutanéiang, incidents oﬁ the Manchuris
Siberien border were, so to spesk, the order of the day. I feer
thet those minor incidents might develop into = ma jor conflict
between the two countries. So, during my service at Tongning, I

| f devised ¢ plen of my own to obviate them. I fixed an operational

: boundery-line, two to four kilometers inside the treaty boundary-

} : line, and ordered wy men never to resort to force unless the

| operational ooundery-line wus invededs S0 on the boundery with

: the defence of which I wes charged, there wes not & single instance
of conflict. In view of this success of my plan at thet time, wher
I became Chief of Staff of the Third Army I persuaded the Commender
of the Army, Yemada, Otozo to addpt the same plan. On the boun-

dary with the defence of which the Third Army was held responsible,

-
- | — -

~not & single case of border incident took place during my service.
1 (6) The Chine Incident commenced in North China during my

stay in Tongninge. I deeply deplored such developments, but as &

L

Regional Commeander in the remote corners of Eastern Manchuria,
I could do nothing but watch the situation with greect cnxiety for

( the future,
G
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When I was called back to Tokyo at tha end of 1938 to

occupy the post of Chief oif tie Politieal Ssctisn of the China é
Affeirs Board, the broed outliaes of our policy relative to the |
Chinae Incident had alivesdy bean dezilad upcen by the Hich Command “
and the Government. Many features of the shove policy were dis-

metrically opposed to my iMindzmental idess or Crina. and were of

such nature as cﬁuld 10t he approved by mc 1L the light of my

knowledge of Chinesac affalrs. As e ESestion Chief oi the China 4
Arféirs boerd, I nad to e ecute itne dubies 8ssigned to me within
the framework of such a policy. However, I did my very best to

deal with matters felling within my purview in e wey which wss f
most consonant with my convictions so thet the broeder national

policy itself might in due course of time so transform itself .

ln practice as would be in harmony with my basic ideas. So T )

set about my task with the following prircipies as mv personal L
J guide: (1) cooperation between the (Chinese and Japenecse nstions
on terms of equelity; (2) the SSCWrivy of ti :Chinese johabitants

in the war-stricken evegs’'and,(2) respeecs for the rights and in-

, terests of the Powars ii China. |

| | Thus my efforts were so directed that the Chinese property |

I under the control of the Enemy Froperty Custodian be returned to

its respective owners, that interference of the Japanese in the

politicel affairs of the Chinese resimes be minimized., I d4id my |

best also to have the freedom of ravigation in the Yantze River
by the ?Dwers be restored. rcwever, tnese poliicies even if de- T
cided upon by the central &authorities along the lines toward whi:
| | I endeavored was not speedils; cealizad oV reasson of local condi-
tions, especially of operational requirements. The esteblishme; ;

; Of new regimes in China wss of course incompetible with my basic
| ideas regarding Chinese affa;rs, but it had been a fixed policy |
over which I head Lo control. T worked, however, on the hypotheses ﬁ

R { that such was buti a L=njyorsry phenorenon in the course of military

Operations, which would cease t0 &Xls+ i{ Lha Leetrilities came

to an end, and tnat the early termination of hostilities angd Uhg

= %10 L=




Def. Doc. 2902

*, restoration of peace between the two countries was the onc thing
needful for restoring Chinese politics to run their natural cour:

(7) In 4pril 1941 Prince Konoe asxed me o accept the pos |
of the Presidency of the Planning soard, s&ylng tnat the Ceaoinet ,

had decided to make both the Miiisser for Commerce and Industry

end the President of the Planning Foard to resign by reason of
| discords between them. Personslly I was then reluctant to leave
' my military career by eccepting such en offer. But since I was
told by my old friend Prince Konoe that he a&s the Prime lMinister
would be plsced in an awkward predicsment in case I declined the - .
offer, I finally gave my consent to the appointment.

Thus on April 4, 1941, when, after having been promoted to
Lieutenant General, I retired irom military service and was &p-
pointed Minister without Portfolio and concurrently President of A
the Planning Board. The precedent for conferring on the Planning ~ L-
Board President, the status of Minister, had been set from .the ,
time of my predecessor. Because of this status I was privileged L
to attend cabinet meetings, but I understood that my primary |
| Tunction ley in the eaecution of the busiﬁess of the Planning

Board under the control of the Prime linister as provided in the

Oreanization of the Planning Board., ks -
{“ | (8) The first tesk thst confronted me upon my assumption I @
;E' 1 of the presidency of the Planning Board wes the drawing up of a b
I commodity mobilization plan, or plan for ellocation of vital

materiels, for the fiscal year 19L41. This plan had slready been e
initiated some time earlier in the ¥ear before I assumed this

office. This plan was to have been completed by the end of |
Nerch, end put in operstion, April lst. But because of divergence )
of views among the uarious ministries concerned, no decision had |

been reached before I was appointed to the Planning Board. When

f I was appointed President of the Planning Board, Prime Minister

Konoe said to me: "It may be ouite natural that in view of the

- 11 -
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current internationel situstion, demands made by the armed forces
should become all the more insistent. Howsver, the national eco-
nomic 1ifé is now much strained efter four yr:ars of the China
Incident. I wish that you woulad QETrLCrm your work with that in

mind." I understood thet T was eapsaially chosen., not blindly .

to comply with the exhorbitant demenis then meda by the Arny and
the Navy, but to see that thas allocaticn of vitel commoditics be
made in such way as not to exhaust the ver'y source of the nation':
economic power through over-concentration on the oroduction of 1
munitions and to secure the nstion's cultural life as much as
] possible., Accordingly I established an orgen in the Planning 3
i Board concerned exclusively with the necessaries of life, and

; initiated a special plag ior mobilizing such commodities, apart

| from the general Commodites Mobilization Plan. And, I endeavordl
to adjust the demands of the verious Ministries from this broader

| viewpoint,

| Then, from the end of June, I was confronted with two events

4 of major importance. One of them was the Germen--Soviet War, ren-

| dering it impossible for Japan to obtain special steel, machine
tools and other items whicn we had plenned to import from Germeny
. * | via Siberia. 7The other was the sendine of Japanese troops to l i
L - southern French Indo-Chine in July,.which brought on its wake the
} 3 economic blockede of Japan by Americ., Great Britein and other b,

countries, cutting off our anticipated supply of scrap iron, !

petroleum, fertilizers, and Gther vital commodities. From this

time on I was compelled as a matter of my official business, to 3
: Teel a special concern over the Japanese-American negotiation, i“
; i (9) I cannot recollect having attended the Imperial Pre- i
5 | sence Conference cf July é, 1941. But I remember having heard
‘ rrom.Primﬁ4Minister'Konoe toward the end of June -= Veéry likely |
June 30 -~ that our troops might be despatched to southern French | Jﬁ
Indo-China, TFor fear lest such a move should lead to e situation | i

'I
: ¢
3 ' 5




T T o ™ ™ =

Def. Doc. 2902

i | eggravating Jaepanesc-American reletions and adding another ob-

J stacle to the formulation of our commodity mobilization plan,
which was already beset with meny difficulties, I voiced my view
that it would be & serious matter if we should ever be sub jected
Lo an economic ewmbargo. 1he Prime winister said tnat the step
was lmpereative in order to ward off an immediate danger of a

; wer with the Soviet Union., Inasmuch as the step wés hot directed
' I against America or Britain; Americans would understand if we
fully explained our purpose. Unfortunately; what I hed feared
became & fact, Japan found herself economically isolated from

| f Americe, Britain, the Netherlsnds, and other Powers. We were

obliged now to redraft our commodity mooilization plan in sccord-
ence with the new situation. Thus our commodity mobilization plan
sanctioned by the Cabinev meeting on August 22, 1941, was formu-

lated so as to ensure self supply and self sufficiency as much as

i ————
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possible in respect of vitel commodities, with a view to eueren-
teeing the security of national livelihood &s well as to pPreserve
the people's sense of security with regard to national defence.

| (10) However, while I thus tried to effect s compromise

between the ministries and to draw up & commodity mobilization
plan of a sort, I keenly realized that Japancse economy which had
depended for so many years on iforeign trede, would be ruined if
kept isolated for any extended period. So I asked the Prime Min
ter for the readjustment of the Japsnese-American relstions and

recommended that steps be taken in such s way as would bring

about the lifting of the embargo. The Prime Minister told me that
his mind was msde up to confer personally with the Fresident of
the United States and to errive et a speedy settlement through
direct negotiation. I esrnestly hoped that the Prime Minister's
determinétion would besr fruit, restoring Japanese-Ane rican rela-
tions to normal as soon as possible. Jnhappily, the views of the

Prime Minister proved unscceptable to Americe y whlle within

.._]_3 —_
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Japan the opinion was brought to the fore thet as long as the
United States refused to sell us the needed commodities we were
compelled to take by force of erms the areas containing such re-
sources, This I conceived put the Prime Minister in an extremely
difficult position. : |
(11) In August, 1941, I wes ordered by Prime Minister Konoe
to stuay itnree proolems. Tue 1irst proolem was: Can Japan prov:
herself with needed materials without relying upon America..and
Britain? My esnswer was '"No."” I stated that there was no possi-
bility of Jepan's become self-sustaining, The second problem
was: Supposing that the severance of economic relations was to
continue, would Japan be &ble to stend it for its duration? I
reported thet the seversance of economic relations*woﬁld put {

Japanese economy in an extremely difficult condition, but as long

as no further special development occurred in Japanese-American

relations, we could rely on our stocxpiles, eacepting petroleum
and & few other items, so that we might escepe & collapse for =
yeer and & hslf, or possibly two yesrs. I sdded thst in the case
of such commodities &s petroleum; for which the menufsascture of
substitutes was possible, we might be more or less self-sustaining
after some years, provided thet ckBpitsl and materials were per-
mitted to be thrown into those channels, The third problem was:
Supposing war broke out anda we succeeded in taking tne oil pro=-
aucing areas of the Netherlands kust Indies, would we then be
eble to obtain the needed petroleum? I reportsd that immediete
acquisition of the petroleum would be impossible because military
occupation would necessarily.be attended with serious destruction.
(12) About the end of Augpust 1941 when the effects of the
economic severance became patent, Prime Minister Konoye ordered
me to ettend the Lisison Conference. He did so that I might

acguaint myself with the atmosphere of the Liaison Confersnce

which would be helpful in eaacting wy work connected with the




(a)

inisters,

to etteng the Conference as the

-be DOostponed until after the approval of the Cabinet hasg

5 o however,
burview ofr & Minis

been Obtained, 8ny metter isg within the sole

“er nresent 8t the Conferenee, which can
be executeg *nlei hig swn responsibility,-I

think he can
forthwith carry it out withouy

t referring the matterp to the




e e I e e gy, = —
il - - S

Def. Doc. 2902

I interpreted these words of the Premier to mean that the
Liaison Conference was not & policy-deciding body existing over
and above the Cabinet, its so-called decisions thus not be bind-
ing on the Cabinet, but that it was & meeting convened with &
view to reaching an understanding through an exchange of views
as between the Government and the General Headquarters,

The Lieison Conference was sometimes convened in the pre-
sence of His Majesty. I understood that the Imperial Presence
Conference was & kind of wviaison Conference, and not in any way
different in cnaracter from the latter,. although weighty matters
alone were brought before it. I understood also that my status
thereat was exactly the same as at the Lisison Conference.

(13) By order of the Prime Minister, I attended the Im-
perial Presence Conference of September 6, 1941. I presume that
it wes the intention of the Prime Minister to have me to speak
before the meeting in case there erose any occasion requiring
clucidation on economic matters. But at the conference on thet
day I was not called on to spesk. lioreover, I was & little re-
lieved to know that the topie of discussion for the dey really
centered on the continuation of the neeotiestioh with Americsa,
war preparations having been considered only as & safeguard against
a really remote danger.

(14) After the September 6 Conference I was requested
directly by the Navy Vice-Minister for an additional allocation
of 300,000 tons of steel. At about the same time the Director
of the hQuipmbnt pbureau of the War wministry also asked ine for
more steel., I refused these requests. Both ministries, espe--
cially the Navy, repeated their demands, setting forth, however,
different figzures esch time for their requirements. The question

was left pending u.:i. the war wes actually decided upon,

}'
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(15) Meanwhile October set 3 and I could see how hard

pressed the Prime Minister was, with time running out. One day
carly in October he told me that he would 1ike to withdraw from
politics and become & monk. I sald that it was too irresponsibl
of him to entertain such a notion. Then I told him that it migr
be adviseble to have heart-to-heart taslks with the War, Navy and
Forcign Ministers.

(16) On October 12 the Prime Minister invited the Ministers
of War, Navy and Foreign Affairs to his private residence at Ogi-
kubo for & frank eaxchange of views. 1 wes also present at this
conference, naving peen directea tO akKe @ record oi its proceed-
ings. On the question of withdrawal of the armed forces from
Chine, there asrosc a sherp difference of views between the Premier
end the War Minister, so that the meeting was adjourned without
having reaeched any conclusion, sall m&tters being reserved for
further study.

It became guite clear as the result of this confercnce where
the thorny question ley. The Navy really thought that the war
with America was impossible put did not desirz openly to say so.

The Army d4id not necessuarily desire war, but vigorously ob-
Jected to the withdrawal of troops from China. The Foreign Minis-
ter was firmly of the opinion thast without consenting to the with-
dreawal of the srmed forces from China; the negotiations with Ameri-
ca offered no prospect of success., lThe only way for the Prime
Minister to avoid war weg therefore, cither to make the Navy for-
melly declere its real intentions, or to make the Army uﬁdérstand
the unexpressed intentions o1 the Navy ana agree to tne withdrawal
o1 tite &rned lorces. 1 saw that the Pr¥me Liinister was in & pre-
dicament, because personally he felt himself unequal to the task
either of versuading the Navy or the Army.

I thought that the predicament in which the Prime Minister
was placed was due to the decision of the Imperial Presence Con-
ference of September €., After the conference, therefore, I asked
the Prime Minister if, it was not adviséhle in the light of the
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discussions of the day, to request toe Throne to wipe the Septem-
ber 6 decision off the slute ung continue the negotiation with
Lmerica. He replied that as tnat conference was in eny caseé &n
informal one, such a proposition would be feesible, if he asked.
Fe ordered me to talk over the metter thoroughly with the War
Linister. So on the following day (Octoﬁer 13) I went to the Wer
Minister and submitted the proposition. He said that to cancel
the decision of the Imperial Preéence Conference within the brief
space of one month end O wipe it off the slete was @ grave matt
for which both tne dearnment ana the nien Gommand nad to assume
responsibility, and he could not, thererore, agree to the proposi-
tion, which could be carried out only if and when the Government
end the'High Command leaders had beenvreplaced. Yhen I conveyed
this view of the Wer Minister to the Prgmier, the latter said he
would discuss the matter afresh with the Tormer on the following
day. On the evening of the seme dey I visited Merquis Kido and
stressed the necessity of requesting the Emperor to nullify the
September 6 Imperisl Presence Conierence to enable the diplomatic
ncgotiations to be continued.

(17) Now et the cabinet meeting of October 14 the War Minis~-
ter sbruptly spoke declaring thet he was opposed to the withdrewal
of troops from China end that the negotiation with America should
be broken off., :*This unexpected declaration of the VWar Minister
SO qurprised the Prime Minister end all the members of the Cabine
that the meeting was &djourned without any one uttering a word.
Late in the afternoon I wes called up oy the Prime Minister, who
enjoined me &s follows:

"From the attitude of the Wer Minister, as reveesled today,

thé negotiatibn with fmerica is impossible. If thet is im-

possible, the Cebinet can do nothing but resign en bloc,

| and as this resignation is due 10 the War Minister's at-
titude, I want you to go and sound him aﬁout his views

on the disposition of the political situation after the
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resignation. I have to inform His Majesty concerning

the ‘post-resignation prospscts.”

Toward the evening I called on the War Minister at his of-
ficisl residence and conveyed him the Prime Minister's words;
whereupon the War Minister spoke&:

"I do not like to discuss in_private g subject which is a

a metter o Imperial prero.&ative. Butlsince you ask me,

T will sey thise T brillsve there is no one but His Im-

perial Highness Prince Higashikuni who can save the situa-

tion of today. 1 spokKe aoout tals to Marquis Kide when we
met the other dey.”

The reply of the War Minister wes to me rether unexpected.
T7or I hed often heerd that Prince Higeshikuni hed expresséd his
erdent desire for the success of Japenese-Americen negotiations
end granted words of encoursgement to the Prime Minister to do

his level best for sttaining the worthy objesct, Late in the

evening I conveyed to Prince Konoe¢ tiie words of the War Minister.

Greatly elated, the Prince seaid:
*Thet is spendid, His Liganess ig definitely opposed to
war. He has time and agein wished me sSuCCESS in our nego-
tietions with Americae. I intend to speak to his Majesty
to obtein Imperial eporovel. However, please communicate
the views of Tojo and myself at once to Kido, Lord Keeper
of the Privy Seal,®
(18) On the following morning (Octoper 15) at about

9 o'clock, I called on wmarquis Kido at his private residence,

and expleined to nim &ll thuv occurred on the previous day. The

Merquis said:

"It is not customary to install s member of the Imperial

Family es the heud of a cebinet. Then there seems to be
¢ group of men in the army who would make their way into

war under premiership of His Highness. So I will think it

over carefully."

- 10s
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expleined to His

I reported to Prince Konoe what Merquis Kido saig, Then,

I visited the Wwar lkinister engd put to him Marquis Kido's

question., The Minister said:

I trensmitted to Merquis Kido these words of the War Minis-

ter just &s he has saeid them,

(19) ZEarly in the morning the next day,

the 16th, I was
d by Prince Konoe and given the following errand.,

ca.,

the Nayy.Minister, and he would like to have two or three

days to think it over. It seews taat His H1gNNness wes

10T necessarily disinclined to gccepts Now I believe it
edviseble thet he should be first informed of the netion's

strength from the President of the Plenning Bosrd, So

you will go now to His Fighness and offer eXplanationsg &g

you see fit,n

I immedistely Proceeded to the residence of the Prince, and

Highness for atbout an hour about the actual étate
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of our nctionel strength, using the 1941 Commodity lMobilization

Plen es the centrel theme. And I spoke on the need of & satis-

factory settleament of the Allerican negotiation,

His Highness expressed his egreewent to my remarks end saig
to me thet war nust be avoideé by 211 means, ;
After leaving the Prince's residence, I called on Marquis .
Kido end made a detailed report to him es to what had trenspired
since the previous dsy. He expressed his feers that the assump-

tion of premiership by = prince of the Imperial Family might

create undesirable impressions both aoroad and, at home, there
W&s nooody among his Majesty's sunjects who could snoulder the
responsibility, However, he did not positively say to me that |
e wes opposed to the formation of & cabinet by a prince-of the :
Imperial blood, In the afternoon the Prime Minister Saig to me: E'

"As regerds the premiership of the Prince, I have had word f
i - Irom the Lord Keeper of the Privy'Seﬁl to the effect that i'
it has been decided not to request the Prince to head the |
Government. So the metter is dropped. I suppose Marquis i |
Kido has sowe ide&. The Cabinet will resign en bloec at

once," \

~ Accordingly, I tendered elso my letter of resignation. |
%-, . (20) On the following day, the 17th, T visited Prince Konoe ?'
: et his privete residence to thenk him for the kindness shown te ‘

me while I wes in office end was engaged in a desultory chet,

when the Prince soid to me substantially as follows:

Marquis Kido has telephoned me thet Tojo is to form a K

caoinect. At the seaie tiue, he 18 to recéive word from | h

His Mujesty to carry on the American negotiation, wiping

the Septembar 6 decision off the slate, Accordingly, L

| Tojo will, I believe, check the war Taction 2nd proceed
with the American negotiation. So, you will do well to

rernein in office snd help him, in ¢ase he asks you to do SC.
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If th¢ new csbinet comprises QLny nembers of my cuabinet,

it will show thut the new cabinet aAusires to carry on

thie negoti-tions for peaceful settlewment of the diffi-

culties between Japan and the United States."

VWVhen I was ésked by Prime Minister Tojo to continue in my
offibe, I consented in conformity to the foregoing advice of
Prince Konoe, .ceing that meny of my colleagues in the Konoe
Cabinet &lso remained in office,

(21) My stetus in the Tojo Csasbinet wes the same as in the
honoe Ceolinet, viz., minister witnout Fortfolio and concurrentlb
President of the Planning Boerd. However, there was consider-
eble difference in prasctice. For since Prince Konoe weas ny
close friend of long stending, I voluntcered my opinion to him
on some political metters and the Prime Minister himself esked
my opinion for his rcference and indeed somctimes employed me
to conduct cecrtein politicel negotiations, Premier Tojo, how-
€ver, geve me & w§rning at the¢ very beginning of my entry in
his Cebinct to theé following cffect., "It is my desirc that
you concentrate your suaergy on the work of economic mobiliza-
tion &nd not to meddle in politicel effsirs, You should es-
pceielly keep in mind thet the President of the Plenning Board
is to function under the control of the Prime Minister." There-
fore, I ¢ndeavorcd to comply with his wishes end devoted my-
self to the work of the Planning Bosard.

(22) The attitude of General Tojo after he beceme Prime
Minister was decidedly different from tact asswned by him in
tnu lLast aays of the konoe Cuoinet. Io order to continue the
diplometic negotietion by wiping the September 6 decision off
the slate, he decided to investisate verious questions. In
this investigetion I was essigned, at the end of October, 1941,
the following two‘quastions, on which I reported to the Primé

Ministecr the conclusions of the Planning Board arrivecd at after
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consultation and Joint study with the Ministries concerﬁed,
viz.; the War, Navy, Co.uerce and .Industry, Agriculture and
Forestry, end Couwnmuniceatvions Ministrlcs.

uestion (A). If the Amafioan—Japcnese negotiations should
bc broken off, end no prospect exists for the termination of
the ecohomio severcnce, to whet extent neay Jopen meintoin her
supply of commodities?

The reporf of the Plenning Boerd wis that the answer would
dependlon the descriptions of commodities, to wit:

First, regerding coiuwoditices aveileble 1in Jeapun proper,
Menchuriu end China, soims increase would be feasible. In res-
pect of steel, the 4,700,000 tons expeccted tO bs produced dur-
ing the fiscel yocr 1941, might ennuelly be incressed by
spproximately 200,000 tons.

Sccond, regarding cormnodities to be imported from Indo-
Chine ond Thrilend, ¢ decrecse duc to Americen and British
interference mnust be expected. This had to be taken into ac-
count in view of the feet thet in 1941 when Japan'sought to
purchase rice from Thuilend, she wes Torestullea DY srevious
British purchuses. ' However, since the extent of such inter-
ference wns unforseeeble, the report did not contsin the emount
to be decrcescd.

Third, regerding commodities to be imported from Americe,
Greet Britecin and the Netherlands, uspecielly the petroleum,
the prospect wes anything but bright. The snnuol domestic
production of petroleum did not exceed 400,000 tons, while
civilien consumption auounted whnually co woout 1,800,000 tons.
The samount then stored by the Army ena Navy, £s was divulged to
the Plenning Bourd for the first time, did not exceed 8,400,000
tons, #nd the gmount of petroleun étored in the civilien circles
had been neurly cxhevsteu then. If the petroleum stored by

the militery was to be criploycd for civilian purposes &8 well,
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1t would be cxhsustcd fowever cconoriized within - spcce of

three yeers, Moreover, ¢ prospuct for ertificicl petroleun
production wes by no ..cens oright. The construction of trti-
flciel petroleum factorks with a ¢cupucity ror producing
8,000 000 tons annuelly, which hed been the rriount of peace-
time imports, would involve s greet quentity of meteriels ang
could not speedily be ruvaslized., It could not certaeinly neest

the urgent needs,

Question (B). If Japan should succeed in the event of wer,

in occupying the netural Tesoul'ces zones in the southern region:

without serious disduge, how fer could Seil-supply be expecteds

As in the wuestion (A) the answer of the Planning Board
depended on the kinds of commodities, to wit:

First, if wor with Americn were to breck out, reguisitions
would have to be effected of 2n enormous emount of botton, and
certain losses of ships must be teken into account. According
to the estimates reported to the Plonning Boerd by the War end
NavyJMinistries, continuous ecployment of 3,000,000 tons of
O0Cean-going vessels weos feasible for tronsport between the raw
lidterizl zones end the Processing und proauctive urecs. If,
however, these vessles weI'e L0 De not only for transport to
end from Menchurie ang Chine, but ~lso for thet between the
hormelaend ond the Nitherlsnds East Indies, it would necessitete
strict economy in the cerrinsge of £00ds, resulting in some

diminution in coumodities production. 1In regsrd to steel, the

meintencnce of an ennual supply of h,500,000 tons could hardl;
be eipected. It Light well dininish to thie ievel of 4,300,000

tons B

The rice shortage thereby creasted woulgd heve to be

nede good By substitutes such ns sweet-pot-toes, This night
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Third, with regerd to inports from the northern ereas, es-
pecially the petroleun, the estinate could not be nade by the
Planning Board,

Inesniuch os the petroleun wes one of the stretegic cornro-
dities{ the petroleus questions _part froi those reoluting to
doestic production end'civiliun Tequire.dents were studied by
the War rnd Nevy Ministries not ellowing any pPerticipation by
the Planning Borcrd nor by ony other Ministry for thet metter,
This stote of destruction or repeirs of the oil fields instel-
lations cgein wes closely relsted to the condition of nilitery
operations of which the Plonning Bosrd hng no knowledge. Nor
wes the Ploenning Bo:rd “wWure of the state of tonkers or other
luecns of transport. 1In Teptrd to tie petroleun ticrefore, the
Plenning Bocrd hed 0 I'eport, Solely Telying on the result of
studies nede by the Aray end Navy; indiceting thot the report
wes exclusively bpséd on the studies mode by the Army rnd Navy .-
According to the rbove Studies 1t wers estimcted thet the petro-
leun obtaincble in the first yerr would be cbout 300,000 tons
and in the second YE€rr, rpproxinstecly 2,000,000 tons, provided
thet the southern rreus could be occupied ofter tiie outbreek of
war,

The contents of tle leport of the Planning Bocrd Suggested
the feet thet in casc the Jenonese~Ansricen negotistion unfor-
tunately friled, then wer or no wer, Joprnese economy would be
overwhelmed with difficulties.. It suggested thest our eécononic
1ife would be impoverished to the extent thet the rinimum 1iving
stecnderd itself might seriously be Jeepordized.,. The Prime Minis-
ter after Gscertcining the views Of the Ministers responsible
for the cbove Teport, ncumely, linisters Of Comwerce w«nd Induse-
try, Argiculture wng Forcstry end Communications, end teking
alsou other T'eports into sccount Persuzded the High Cormend and

decided to endenvor to bring rbout the sucecessful conclusion of

the Americean-Japenese negotintions,
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And this policy wns concretely mcnifested in the decision of

the Imperial Presence Conference of November 5, which decided

to withdraw the crned forces from China to make the negotintion:

successful, -
(23) On the other nhand, the Priue winister und the Forelign
Minister seemed to be uncble to totally disregcrd the vigorous

demends mede by the Eigh Commend. The opinion of the High

"Commend wes substontislly os follows: When we revicwed the !
developments of the Anericon-Joponese negotiction, the demends |
nede upon us by the United Stttes seeued to increuse in pro- ,
portion to the concessions made by Japuan, NoO prospect was, i
therefore, in sight of the negotiction cowlng to Lny success- {
ful conclusion, Tnis indicuted tvhut whet the United States P
really hed in view was not the amiccble settlement of the ,j
Chinrs Affair, but the destruction of Japen ss o leesding power.,
If, therefore, Jepen should recognize in principle the with-
drowel of the ermed forces end nlso evince her recdiness to
enter into negotictions concerning the detsils for such with-

drewcl, nnd Anerice should cssume ncvertheless on ettitude of

evrding the settlenent, it ciight properly be concluded thet

- the real intention of the United Stotes wus to goin ticme; end,

thut she intended, under the guise of continuing the negotiea-
Far .
tion to strengthen her/Ecstern forces rcnd when fully =rned,

drop negotiotions end turn to ~n offensive sgoinst Jeapecn, If

; Jepen were destined not to be able to svoid wer with America,

} the earlier it came, the more sdvantcgeous it would be for g:
Jopen, Therefore, the diplomaetic negotietions should be con-
cluded by the cnd of Novenber end if no prospect of success

should be in sight et the opeginnuing of DeCeuwber, thne decision

-

for wer should then be inde, As one reason for this contention,
the High Command pointed to the concentretion of the 2ir forces

in Meslays end the Philippines, rnd the growing divergence in

. - =126/
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fighting power between the Allied forces ang ours, cond declorcd
thet after the lepse of meversal iionths the High dommand could
not be responsible for national defence,

The Government,_especially the Foreign Minister was putting
Up a stiff fight against the contentions of the High Coamand.,
The Liaison Confercnce of hoveyber 1 lnicdiately preceding the
Imperiel Presence Conference of Noveisber 5 continued in delibere
tions fer into the night and indeeg until 2 a.,m, of November 2,
The High Command hsg not relinquished its contentions until
the very end, As the result, the Inperial Prescnce Conference
of Nobember 54 décidéd, on the one¢ hand that diplonmatic nego-
tiations based op Pr'opossals A and B be continued;'that if there
should be no prospect of SUCCEss the Governuent then proceed
with operational Prcparations on tne SUupposition tnat the open-
ing of hostilities shall be decided upon; &nd that in case the
negotietions shoulg be concluded, the Yizh Command wsas to sus-
pend operstionsl preparations whatecver Progress they might then
have niade, This was 8 weighty decision to be sure, but not a
decision for s wer, I thought the acceleration of diplomatic
negotiations without g aorient's delay was the VEry thing to be
done, and thcn egain at the beginning of Decomber we could fur-
ther continueé diplomatiec egOtlation, if Aierican attitude
allowed it, For. &ne Cornaeitions fog conducting the Japanese-
Anericen negotiastions were rore favorable for settlerient than
8%t the time of the Konoe Cabinet, by the recognition of the
withdrawal of troops which hag SO far been vigorously Opposed
by the Arny. Mqreover, the troops which advance@ into southern
Indo-China, which was the éause O the economic blockade, were
to be withdrewn. Further, g Prelininary agreevient to decidg
O war aight, in view OI The preceasut of the decision ot the
Sepleder 6 Iuaperial Presence vonference, be rcscinded. When I

Saw the above-mentioneg 8greerient had been arrived et between
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the High Command and the Governnent, on Novenber 545 I -Telt
therefore, not so much that_war had becone imminent, as that
& new prospect of pcade had ariszen on cur harizon.

(24) However, this deterninavior. to continue the Japanese-
American negotiation, reached aftor =.0. kinds of twists and
turns, was nullified by the Alierican reply of November 26.I I
was gilven the general purport of the note at tne Liaison Con-
ference of November 27 or 28. I hearg also the Foreign Minis-
ter explein that the saiu nofe was tantamount to &an ultimatum.
At the previous Liaison Conferences I had frequently heard the
representatives of the General Heedquarters reporting on the
strengthening of the British ang Americanimilitary preparations
in the Pacific arcas. Now being told that the Auerican reply
constituted virtually an uitimatua, 1 could not but sense that
WEI With Awerica wientu be unavoidable., The Liaison Confercnce
of thet day was adjo?rned. As for nmyself, I decided to abide
by the finel decision to be arrived at by consultation between
the Prime Ninister (who was also the War Minister) Ministers
Of the Navy and Forcign Affairs, and the Chiefs of the Aym&
and Navy General Staffs,

(25) On November 29 an infornal conference between the
Government and senior statesnen was neld at the Imperial Palace.
I was directed by the Priue Minister togetner with ths Navy,
Forecign and Finance Ministers to attend the conference and to
answer such questions as might be put to the Government regard-
ing national econonmic strength., I did not, of course, volunteer
any e€xplanation. However, one of the elder statesmen -= I think
1t was Aduirasl Okada -- asked s question concerning the ship~
building capacity and the capacity for the production of air-
planes in the event or wer, To tne former question I answered
trnet the annueal output would o¢ Detween 700,000 and 800,000

tons. Kegerding the latter question, I replied that materials
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were not availeble at the Planning Board since the matter fell
within the sole purview or the millitary. Another question was
also put by another senior statesman regaerding the supply of |

steel, to which I made the reply that it would be between .

L,300,000 and 4,500,000 tons. The nain theme of the conference.

however, was the circumstances in which Japanese-ﬁmérican nego-
tietions came to a deadlock. MNost of the time was, therefore,
ogcupied with that subject and little time was left for nie to
cnlarge on cconouic problens, nor did any senior statesman
dewand such clucidation.

(26) The Prime Minister then seemed to have been finally
deterrniined to enter into war. At‘the Cebinet meeting on Decen-
ber 1, and before the Im§3r131 Presence Conference on the same
day, attended by all the Cabinet members, his conclusion to the
following effect was announced:

TWer with America, Greet Britein end the Netnerlands

1s unavoidable, The Army and Navy will respectively turn

to wer operations. Lowever, when we see a definite chance
for success in nsgotiation, the war operations will immediately

be suspended, and the government will turn to negotiation."

I myself agreed to the above decision; believinz that this
was unavoidable as long es we had an Americsn ultimatun,

(27) Following the ebove mentioned govefnment decision, I
was obliged to engage Lyself busily with the revision of the
00mﬁodity,Mouilization Plan according to the requirements of
tle oncoming war. Altiacugh tiae preservation of the sense of
sccurity with regard to netional defence was one of the objecm.
tives of the 1941 liaterial Movilizetion Plan, it did not cover
such e vast arnercnt expansion as would be required for prosecu-
ting a war with Acerica and Britsin. Econoriically Japan had not
surely been prepared for any war with Americe and Britsin prior

to December 1, 1941. Quick recadjustments
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to “eet the new situetion demanded titanic c¢fforts on Ly parte.
The plan had to be so revised that the allocation of wWilitery H-
£0ods neecded for war ﬁould be ensured curtailing civilian o
nceds to the mininun, fr
For sonetimc thereafter, I concentrated all my enérgy on
the perforiance of ny ducsies,; with hardly asny time to spare to
think of any other matter, Prior to December 1, 1941, I
carnestly wished for and contributed towards the svoidance of
the Auerican-Jepenese war. However, once the national decision
wes ueGe for wer, I considered it wy woral duty as a Jepanesc
subject to ao my bit to collaborate in the prosecution of war,
(28) It was towards the evening of Decenber 7, thet I was |
notified that there would be & cebinet mesting the next dey (the |
8th) et 7 o'elock in the saorhing, At sbout 6:30 a.m. on
December 8th when I went to the Prine Minister's official |
residence to ettend the cabinet 2eeting, I was informed by the
Chief Secrctary of the Cebinet FOSHINO of the stteck on Pearl
Hurbor end knew for the first time that the hostilities were
Coiiuenced. At the cabinet weeting the Navy Minister gave & \
brief eiplanation that o.cration, after which the Cabinet de- .
cided on the text of the Impedal Rescript declaring war,
(29) After es before the outbreek of war, my mein duties

s the President of the Planning Board consisted in the prepara~

tlon of &n effectlive plan for commodity mobilization with the
concurrence of the Ministries concerned, without any authority
L0 compel them and without any power of the sascution thereof. |

Lowever, alter tue COwwenCewsnt of war tue necessity for a uni- |
iiud adudinistration of nationel sconomic power we&s gradually in-
crec oo end verious Ministries ceme to sccede more ¢asily to the

opirion of the Plsnning Boerd, and especially after the end of
1942 the Wer and Navy Ministries themselves became less insistent

in their respective demesnds. Thus the Planning Board which func-
tloned as & sort of concilietion board in the pre-wer days, gra-
dually ceme to command prestigze with the progress of war. It dia
not cease to bc a conciliation board, although the conciliators

came to command more influcnce over the parties concerned. At tt
reguest of Fruiier Tojo, however, I left the Cabinet as well as

thic post of the President of the Planning Board on October 1,193¢

-'3.0'!-




Def. Doc. 2902

PART II

In Part I of my Affidevit, I have made a general statement
of facts concerning my case. During its rebuttal of wmy Motion
to Dismiss, and on other occasions, the Prosecution referred
to certain evidence allegedly tending to prove -that I had par-
ticipated in a criminel conspiracy as ealleged in the Indictment.
I beg, therefore, to make further elucidation of facts and cir-
cumstences relative to each item of the Prosecution's evidence.

(30) Exhibit 179 (¥), Kido's Diary, August 7, 1931, page

1927, wxhioit 179 (0), Kido's Diary, October 7, 1931
pege lyhl of wnecord (Illegal pians Oof young officers).

Upon hearing sbout & plot, latelr called the March Affsair,

I reported the .ietter to Colonel NAGATA, Tetsuzan, my superior,
with whom T collaborated to check the plot from being mater-
ielized,

The Werch Affeir after all did not come to pass. HOWeVeET,
after this rwmor of a plot had become current, &an agitation be-
ceme pelpeble among young officers attached to the regiments.
So:ie of them not only discussed politics before their seniors,
out went as fer as to savocate & national renovation by military
force. I aduonitioned them agsinst such reckless behavior when-
cver they talked in such a tone 1n my presence. I elso presented

ny vicws to my superiors toO Keep vigilant watch and to take care

that junior officers might not be swayed by their youthful ardor

'to bring ruin on their own carecers as well as cast reflections

on the honor of the Aray.

This restlessness aiong young officers was not, 1 thought,
sitnout its causeS. Ohe 0f tde causes was tudl Thnelc was an
epperent deterioretion in politiciens' morsls, corruption cases
involving them heving often been rumored.. This naturally ired
young, officers, Another cause was that economic depression hav-
ing then been at its height, the number of the/g%ployed was

steadlly increasing. Also, soldiers hailing from the country-sid.
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hed been conscripted from families in great financial'distress.
It seened to me in a sense quite natural that commanders of
scctions or compsnies should come to have a déep sympathy for

the state of tucir subordinates' fauilien and to look forward

to a government capeblc of caving the neticn from such economic

distress. Their esdvocery of naticrnsl rencveticn was due to

these causes, I thought. In view o>f such :ircumstances I con-
cluded thaet the military authorities were certainly in duty
bound to exercise the strictest control over those subversive
young officers with the view of maintaining militery discipline,
but this alone wight nave tne dblgﬂorious cifect of intensifying
their une4ipressca rusgnthnt, unless the statesiien in powesr were
pure end above corruption :nd unless riore effective rieasures
were edopted to deal with the agrarian prgblems and to solve
the »nroblem of unemploynient.

Thus from the standpoint of nainteining ermy discipline I
was much concerned over the state of domestic politics. I
rele” ber having said to Marquis ¥Kido and Baron Harada to the

effcet that a young and able statesman, such as Prince Konoe,

wiio was above all reproaches of corruption, should become Pre-

wi-r and form s coalition cabinet cowmprising perty oien of known

morel rectitude, snd that‘this would help 1in no smell rmeasure

in maintsaining end strengthenipgpmilitary discipline, And also
a study of thc¢ agrerian problems bréughﬁ me to the conclusion
thet greater prctection of tenant-rights and lowem farm-rents
were cven nore nec<scary then the stabilization of the prices

of rice. hLcwever whwi 1 hed prigarily in mind and spoke to
otlhiers at tne tice was the ways aina wealls 0y waich deterioration

of rilisery 7iscipline niight effectively be prevented, which was

“then ay ockhiaey ~conearn.

|
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(31) Exhibit 2252, Kido's Diary, May 17, 1932, page 16,215
of Record (Re the succeeding cabinet).

As I stated above, I presented iy views to my superior
officers that they should kecp vigilant watch on young officers.
On hkay 15, 1932, however, a deplorable inciaent occurred. A
number of naval officers and several students of the Military
Academy in collaborstion with civilian extremists assessinated
Premier Inukai. The War Ministry circles received a serious
shock by this news, Among ny colleagues a sentiment of self-
reproach was expressed for thc fact thet several candidates for
army officers should have been involved in such a plot. They
said military discipline must o0¢ iwintalned so as to check the
reoccurrence 0ol & siwilar incident. A desire was 8lso sXpressed
in this connection that the succeeding cabinet be not orgenized
by the Seiyuksai Party'theﬁ so genereally condemned for its lack
of rorel integrity, and thet instead a coalition cabinet be
formdd by upricht nen so as to faecilitaete the maintenance of
militery discipline,

When I met Marquis Kido after the May 15 incident, I gave
hisi such informetion ebout the incident as was aveilable at the
Wwar liinistry and the views and aesires then eapressed by my
collcagues at the Ministry. The passage in the Diary is, I
suppose, & summary statement regarding our conversations at
that tine.

(32) Exzhibit 2253, Kido's Diary, April 13, 1933, page 16,21f
of Record (Describing hussia an ebsolute enemy, etc.)

According to Kido's Diary I em reported to have said at a
banquet at lMarquis Inoue's residence that Hussia was an absolute
eneny ana theu I Qas OppoOsed to tne conclusion of & non-agpres-
sion treaty with her.e I do not well rewesber the occasion out
possibly I .2y heve stated something to the effect that so long
as the S5oviet ''2ion sided and abetted the sctivitiss of the

Third Interanctionsgl which plotted to effect & communistic revoe
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lution in Japan comprising the abolition of the Emperor- system,

the USSR was our absolute enemy and thst the conclusion of a
non-aggrcasion pact against suca background would be illusory.

(33) =mxhibit 3371, page 31,835 of Lecord, Exhibit 670,
page 7,330 (Re. My alleged spesch at the Toyau.&

School in 1933)
T recollect thet sometime in 1933 War Minister Araki invitec

the governors to & luncheon party at the Toyama School to expres
his thenks for their services rendered as ~dvisors to the
Soldiers Assistance Society, & charitable organization, having
for its object, assistance to be given to the families of in-
digent soldiers. I think General Araki mede & brief speech
before the lunchieon thunking guests ior taelr endeavors in thet
cause. I have not the siightest recollection that I ever iiade
any speech myself at that meeting. I remember, however, thet
in the ante-Chamﬁer several maps of Manchuria were hung on the
wall indicating, e€.g8., the state of bandit soldiers in Manchurie
end I also recenber nhaving explained the meps in answer to ques-
tions put by éount Kiyoura Keigo, president of the Society,

and that he expressed his setisfaction with my explsnations.

I ebsolutely deny that I ever wade at that rmesting or elsewhere,
-ny speech connoting the necessity of awilitary occupation of
Siberia. This allegation seems 1O e preposterous for such a
bellicose idea is contrary to my concepts of neational defence.

(34) Exhibit 2266, Kido's Diary, December 29, 1938, pege
16,232 of Record (Konoe Cabinet should carry on, etc.)

During the period extending from August, 1936 to December,
1938 my official assignuents were at Manchuria and Kyoto. At
the end of 1938 I was eppointed Chief of the Political Affairs
Scction of tie Chine afiairs poara. rrince Konoe was, then Prilie
winister, sna I was to serve as one of lis suoordin&tes. Before
herdly ten deys had elapsed since ny errivel in Tokyo, I was
much disepnointcd to leern thst the Konoe Cebinet hed made up

its mind to resign en masse., For I thought thet since the Chines
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Incident took plece during the incumbency of Prince Konoe,

it was too irresponsible of hirm1 to leave his post as Prenier
without the slightest prospect regarding its solution, I,
thercefore, went to see 1y old friend Merquis Kido and told him
thet the Konoe Cabinet should carry on end do its level best
to liquidate the Chine Incident.

(35) 193¢, Telks with Goettc. page 3,780 of Record.

I remember Ghat about Septeriber, 1939 two American newspaper
corrcspondents cane to sce me at ny office in the China Affairs
Board (not st the Planning Board). One of them asked my per-
sonal opinion about Wang Ching-Weli. Personally I did not favor
the Government policy vis-a-vis the Chnina Incident, and I told

hiw frenkly taat toe policy of our Govermuaent to deal with Wang

was illusory, for Generalissimo Chisng-Rei-Shek was the only rea:

ruler in China. So I frankly said to him thet hostilities nust
be termineted esarly by dealing with the Generalissimo. The
above waés my personal conviction st the time. I do not remem-
ber whether or not the newspepermen was named Mr. Goette.

(36) Exhibit 1094, Xido's Diary, June 23, 1941, page
10,024 of Record (Re: Unification and re-inforceament
of the Genersl Fesdquarters).

I was uppointed President of the'Planning Board in April,

1941, ana was cnareged with the prceparsation of & Commodaity Mobi-

lization Plan. What troubled 1€ nost in the performance of that

' duty wes thet the Army and Mavy separetely and without sny con-

sultetion with each other demended allotments of commodities, and

that zntesgonismn prevailing between them miade the preparation of
the Commodity Mobilization Plan impossible. Moreover, both the
Lriuy end Navy kept its own secrets not only vis-a-vis the out-
sida‘worlu vut in relation to cech other. <Lhere was much reason
to doubt that two factories, of one and the sane category had

been constructed scupurutely while one factory would surely heve
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been enough, end that the manufacture bf riunitions of wer or

studies &nd resesrches for their inmproverent hed been carried

on without eany connection with eech other, thus involving no

small waste of meterisls and labor., .I was of the opinion that

in order to obviate this palpable waste and to make Laximum

use of the meteriesls which had been scanty.in eny event, it was

ioperative thet the GelicTal neadquarters wnhich head been aivided

into the water-light compartiments in the shape of the Arny and

Navy Divisions be unified end & system be worked out undef

which the two could then collaborate under a unified cormand.

I told this to lNarouis Kido who probably recorded the converse-

tlon in his Diary, i

(37) Exhibit 1107, page' 10,140, page 10,216, page 10,333,

page 10,518 of Record; Exhibit 1152, Kido's Diary,
October 29, 1941, pege 10,314 of Record. (Re: Atten-
dance at Liasison Conferences). -

The Prosecution alleges tnat I attended the Imperial Pre-
sence Confersnces of July 2, September 6, November 5, and Decem-
ber 1, 1941, I attended the last three Conferences. With re-
gerd to thc Imperial Presence Conference of July 2, 1941, how-
ever, I do not remember ever heving attended it.

I attended also meny of the Liasison Conferences. However,
thereé were conferences at which I did not assist.,

(38) Exhibit 649, page 7,069 of nccord; sxhioit 650, page

7,074; axiidit 1241, paege 10,6¥0 of hocord; nxhipit
1267, pege 11,306 of necord; (he: Attenaence at
Privy Council aeeting) . |

I ettended these meetings in thé capacity of an expvlaining
member. An explaining me.iber hes no right to vote (Exhibit 83,
Orgenization of the Privy Council anleulcs Art..ll, latter
part). The functions of &n explailning member are to meke

SUCH necessary explanations as mey be ordered by the Minister

in cherge. The Prime Minister directed rie to attend these

meetings probebly expecting that elucidations might become

SN
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necessary'on matters falling under the jurisdiction of the

Planniﬁg Board.

(39) Eahibit 640, page 8,403 and page 8,476 of Record;

Txhibit 1132, page 10,205; Exhibit 1133, page
10,214 of Record; Exhipbit 1140, pege 10,228 of
Record (Re: Functions of the President of the
Planning Board) .

The functions of the President of the Planning Boerd were
provided for in the Orgeanization of the Planning Boerd, (Exhi-
bit 71) . At the time of oy assumption of office, there was
1ittle work to do in the way df drafting the outlines of laws
and orainences. wmy time was Lostly devoted to the adjust@ent
or conciliation of conflicting claims of the various Ministries.
T have alreasdy referred to the 1941 Commodity Mobilization
Plan in Pert I of this affidavit and MAYAVA, Kanji formerly
one of my subordinates, testifled concerning the matter, (page
18,358 of kecord). Inasmuch &s the Prosecution mekes certain
ellegations in relisnce on & newspaper account which I deen
entircly inedequate, I propose to offer further comments in
addition to whaﬁ has slready been stated in Part I.

As stated above, the 1941 Couunodity Mopilizetion Plen and
the ancillary Mobilization Plens relative to transport &nd
1labor were prepered under the most exacting circumstances: the
outbreck of the Russo-German wear, involving e stoppage of im-
ports from Gernmany and the economic severance effected by
America, Britain, and the Netherlands. By reason of these
events, Japan was confronted with the most brain-racking pro-
olems concerning the readjustuent of her aomestic econony which
wes pléaceu in thoe wost difficult circumstances. Through stop-
pege of the imports of petroleun not only from Americs but also
from the Netherlends, the petroleum for civilisn use was eX-
heusted. The crude oil burners, buses, trucks and motor-ships
(which letter hed played &n important role in domestic marine

/s

transport in Japan) could not be employed, end they had to beé
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reblacod by roilways and seiling boats to meet the needs of
doilestic traensport, Thu ex.bargo on Serap iron had also far-
reaching €ffects, The.uunuf&ctufe Of steel had to be effected
by the use of iron Or'es, which entailed the consumption of a
lorge quantity of coal, Morcover, persons engeged in indus-
tries for the manufecture Of export goods lost their Jobs,
which creeted s€rious problems for finding work for the unen-
ployed, Problens efter problems cene to the fore, too numerous
to be enumeraﬁﬁd here. If the Plain fact of the situetion hed
bluntly been sede public thet the eéconouic difficulties con-
fronting Japan rcsuitad ITOL tne sconomic clockede imposed by
Auerica, Britain ang the Netherlands, eénd thet Jepenese economic
life was on the eve Oof benkrupcy, it would heve inflemed an enti
Americen national sentiment so as to seriously impede our nego-

tietion with the U.S,A. Wie, therefore, nede use Of such phrases

structure,n Ctc., to direct the endcavors of the nation toward

It is true that the Coumouity.mooilization Plan of 19,41
sonewhet increased &llotnents for munitions of wer in view of
the internetionsl tension thep bPrevailing as well as of the
Chins Incident, but they were by no fiéeéns such as would mske =
war with America ang Briteain Teesible, end therefors since
Decerber 1, 1941, when & war with Aierica was decided on, I
wé&s obligeé to expend wmy whole time ang €Nergy to negotiate with
various kinistrics with a view to increeasing the allotments for
unitions of war lleCessary for prosecuting the Pecific War,

It ney be noticed that althouzh various economic plans wers
styled "MYobilization" plens, 8 erandiose term 8opérently con-
noting nilitery pPrepereations, they were, in fact, plens made for

the allocation of commodities, labor ang trensportetion with an
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€y€ tu resdjustnents in domestic economy, out of the supplies
gllocated to civilien use after deducting what had been set

eside for the Army =nd the Navy. The meking of plens regarding
the uses of the supplies allocuted to the Arny and the Navy,

wes, of course, outside (e purview of the Planning Board, which
was not informed of such uses. It mey aslso be noted thet eco-

nomic mobilization plens were not prepared by the Plenning Board . F
in &en autonomous way. Various Ministries presehted their res-
pective demands for allocations to the Planning Boerd, and in
case the total of such demsnds exceeded the amount of supply

for the current year, the Plunning Board rendered its good of- {
fices by negoticting with verious Linistries so theat, through
mutuel concessions and compromises, the total amount demended |
by the I'inistries be curteiled to the amount cepable of supply. |
The Plenning Board functionﬁq/ggug sort of conciliation bosrd, f

It was not invested with eny power to make an order binding on I

the linistries. So long, therefore, &s no compromise was ar- 1

rived at between the Ministries; no economic plan could come

into being. Nor was the "lanning Board invested with any author-

ity to execute the plens so prepared,

It is fer frow the truth to &llcg6e that as President of the
Plenning Board T had en sll-importent authority and influence
on Jepenese economy, (page 16,930 of Record). The allepation
thet the Key Industrial Bodies Ordinance was prepered during my
tenure of office is not true. As & matter of fact this Ordinence
hed been deliberated upon and the outlines thercof had been for-
mulated prior to nmy assumption of office (Exhibit 2225)« At the
time I assuued oifice, the P}anning pourd had nothing to do with
its prepuration; the arelt outlines of the Ordinence heving
already been in the hands. of the Legislative Bureau,

The testimony by Mr. Liebert that the President of the Plan-

ning Board controlled Jepanese economy togeéher with the presi-
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dents of control ossociestions (page 8403 of Record) is certainly
en error. The Plenning Board had no direct connection with any
control sssociction. The orgenization and operations of con-
trol cssociations were in cherge of the Ministries concerned

and not of the Plunning Boarad. |

It is &an error and e misuﬁderstanding for the Prosecution
to imply in relisnce on Mr, Liebert's testimony (pege 8476 of
Record) that I wes responsible for the orgenization of the
Imperiel Fetroleum Compeany (page 16,931 of Record). Not only
were natters reletive to thet company outside the purview of
the Plenning board but the lew regerding the rormation of the
Tupericl Petroleun Coimpeny had &Lre&uy peen promulgated before
I essuned office, viz., &s early as in Nerch 1ly4l, in pursuance
of which the seid Company wses, orgenized in September as e mat-
ter of course over which I hed no control. IMr, Liebert hinself
in snother connection correctly states the date on which the
lew was promulgated, (psee 8290 of Record).

(,LO0) Exhibit 1142, pege 10,231 of Record, Kido's Diery,

September 29, 1941 (Re: My explanetions made in the
Imperiel presence concerning rubber and tin re-
sources in the U.S,A.).

On Septemoer 29, 1941 I rceceived & telephone .iessape from
Crhief Secretury lictsuduire by which I was requested by Marquis
Kido to proceed to the Imperial Palece and explein to His
Mz jesty concerning the rubber snd tin resources in the U.S.A.

The tenor of ny exﬁlanetions was, thet even if as & re-
sult of war the U.S.A. should be prevented from importing rub-
ber and tin from the southern ¢rees, it would not imply any
vital blow to ner, for they might be repliced by imports from
South Anerice. I wlso seid that ruaber could pe artificially

penufectured and thet lerge scele production of artificial

rubber would be feasible in the U.,S.A.

5 D)
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(41) Exhibit 2280, page 16,253, Kido's Diary, October 1,
1941, (Infornal Talks concerning Our Policy toward
the U,S.A.). ‘ x

By October, 1941, the far-recaching cffects of the economic
severance were beginning to menifest themselves., A section of
the Afmy cireles which had riinimized then becamé'conscious of
the grave situ&tibn_brougnt about by our sconomic isolation.
The opinion came more and more to the fore that to wait for
any successful negotiestion with Americe would be to wait for
the =y of our econonmic starvation, and thet we should find a
way out of the predicament by taking en offensive prior to the
consummation of American war preparstions, On the other hand,
Prine Minister Konoe seemed to heve felt himself quite help-
lesse I called oanarquis Kido end conversed with him on the

Gesirability of encouraging the Priwe liinister to redouble his

efforts to bring the Americen-Japanese negotiation to & success.,

(42) ZExhivit 1148, pege 10,250 of Record; Exhibit 1147,
pege 10,246 of Record; Exhibit 2250, page 16,199
of Record (circumstances in the closing days of the
Xonoe Cebinet).

At the time of the dissolution of the Konoe Cebinet, I
played the part of a messenger between Konoe snd Tojo, Konoe
end Kido, end Kido end Tojo, In this lisison work I scted
strictly as messenger snd the words of these three men then
conveyed to me erc still fresh in wy Lienory.

Therefore, it is submitted thut of the evidence produced
by the Prosecution those passsges which ere in conflict with
what I stated minutely end with meticulous care in rart. ‘I of
ny Arfidevit do not conform to esctusl facts.

(43) Exhibit 1331, pege 11,943 of Record; Exhibit 1332,
page 11,947 of Record (The Sixth Committee esnd Out-
line of Economic Counter-plans for the Southern
Aresas) .,

In the last days of Noveiper 1941, the Government was in-

clined to the opinion thet the opening of hostilitiss for
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national self-defence agtinst Americe; Britein and the Nether-
lends might be unavoidable in view of the surrounding circum-
stences, and they came to meke studies to provide for such évent.
In order to supplement meterials necessary for carrying on the
seid wer, the Cebinet weeting of Novenber 28 decided 1o organize
e committee consisting of the ofiicials of the Planning Board,
end of the Foreign, Finence, War end Navy Ministries to work

out plens for the development, acquisition, end controllof
resources in the southern areas which might possibly be occupied
On December 2, when the opening of hostilities had been decided
upoﬁ, the Prime Minister ordered me to sct as Chairmen of the
seid Committes snd to execute its functions in colleboration
with the members representing the aoove-mentioned mMinistries.
The instructions then given by the Prime Minister regarding the
work of the Committee were in outline as follows:

"The thing to be most feared after the outbreek of wer with
America, Britein end the Netherlends is that dubious and irres-
ponsible enterprisers proceed to the southern areas in e disor-
derly menner, teking advantege of the militery expedition. They
are liable to come into conflict with the local population and

to disturb the locel economy. They sare apt, morsover, to waste

our fTunds und .eterials which are already deficisnt. Adeguate

neosures should therefore, be devised for developing the souther:
regions so that such evils might not occur,"

The Outline of Policy regerding the southern areas prepared
by the Sixth Committee were in the naturerbf'war-time measures
so formulated as to realize the Prime Minister's instructions,

(LL) Exhibit 1240, page 10,685 of Record (Signing the
Imperial Rescript declaring war).

I signed the Imperiel kescript decluring war. War was cer-\
teinly not whet I desired, but I thought that the opening of

hostilities was unavoidabls for defensive purposes so long as an

it DT
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°n ultinetum hed elready been delivered to us end we were pleced

4 in a situetion lisble to be militerily ettocked et any moment.

T i

(45) Exhibit 1271, pege 11,342 (Re: Explenations at a
Budget Comnittee of the House of Representatives).,

’ | I attended the meeting of the Budget Committee of the House
y of Representatives end in reply to an interpellation of Represen~

‘ tetive SAKURAI, Hyogoro ueade eaplunations as wentioned by the

1 Prosecution.

(4L6) Exhibi? 19714 rrge 14,505, (Re: Treatmont’of prisoncrs
of war),

The Prosecution seems to accuse me of having collaborated
with the employment of prisoners of war for militery purposes,
in relience on & document called the Foreign Affairs Monthly

Keport which had been prepared end circulated without any know-

=

-

ledge of the Planning sosrd, If SO, it certainly would be a
Talse accusation. i'or the rlenning Board had not the slightest
euthority concerning the treatment of prisoners of war. It is
unimegsinable thet the Plenning Board should, even without my
knowledee, have held & conference under its auspices or to have
perticipated in eny way in the formuletion of policies thereon.

(47) Exhivit 687, page 12,070 of Record (Re: Deliberations
on the Establishment of the Greater Rast Asie Ministry)

The Prosecution elleges thet I played an important role at
the conference of the Privy Council delibsreting on the Organi-
zetion of the Greater nest Asis Ministry. As a matter of fact T
attended the Conference as an explaining member to clarify the

position of the Government regarding the Government measure.

(48) Exhibit 1272, page 11,353 of Record (Ott's telegram)
(concerning Germen decoretion),

About the end of September, 1942, I received an invitation
from the Germen Embassy to attend s cerenony conferring decora-
tions, I had no interest in &Ny aecoretion to be conferrad on
nie by the Geriaan wOVelllient, 1or 1 nad enterteined an antipathy

to Nezi ideology. I notified the Ziubessy declining to aoceﬁt
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the irv¢tation, (Exhibit 22&7, Pege 16,180 of Record), Indeed I
nust aorfess that I M stened with & sardende anile wlmet,thls

uas
«d after the outbreak of the Russo-German wer, T advised the Tedl,

Premier that since Germany attacked the Soviet Union without
giving any notice to Japan and that immediately after Japan S
conclusion of e non-aggression pect with the Soviet Union,

Japan should recede from the ITriple Allience. I do not know

whether or not Ambassador Ott had heard of this from some ons

and concluGed that "my ettitude toward Germany was anibiguous™

(as stated in the telegram). Ott's report concerning me in

Exhibit 1272 contains = number of inaccuracies, T never knew

that I was called Vice-Premier of the Tojo Cabinet. The order

O0f rank in the Japznese Cabinet at officisl events was & sheer
aatter to be determined by court precedence, and not indicative
Of any political significance as seems to be implied in Ambas-
sador Oit's S}Jt&.lunt. Apart from ay offiicisl reletionship there
W&s no 5960131 pel'sonal intimecy betwesn General Tojo and ny-
seglf such as certainly existed betwesn Prince Konoe end nyself,

The aforeseigd decoration was lster sent to my residénce,

(49) Re: Total War Institute (Exhibit 3372, page 32,008
of Record), |

I understood st the time that the Institute was & place
where scademic studies Werc riede and persons who would be needed
in time of War were cduceted., I was appointed Counsellor to the
Institute, but it WeS 8 nominal post ex officio accorded to me
s Chiel of the Politiceal Section of the Chins Affairs Board.

"hile T was counsellor I never Visited the Institute and the

Institute adiq not send me nor

I reniember ti.at I attended either the entreance or graduation:

ceremony with other Ministers of State at the invitation of the{

Principal of the Institute, dowever, in Dece.ber 1943, I ceased
to be a Minister auving resigned from the Tojo Cabinet in

L -
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October 1943, end moreover, was then travelling in Kyushu for
sbout & month. Therefore, the statement by the witness

MURAKAMTI thet I wes present et a ceremony in December.qust surely
be due to en error in his merniory.

(50) Exhibit 126, (Re: Decorations) .
1 was conferrcd the Third-Class Order of the NMiddle Cordon

of the Kising Sun in recognition of ny gervices in the Manchu—l
rian Incident. 4And I was conferred the Second-Class Order of
the Double Raeys of the Rising Sun in recognition of my services

in the Chine Incident.

However, the former was, so far as I know, conferréd on all
colonels in ective service without eny special merit. The lat-
ter wos conferred on ell major generals in ective service-&lso
without any special merit., It way also be noted that at the
tiwe Of the conferment of the two ascorations, I had alrsady
been conferred decorations of the third and second cless res-

pectively of othcr descriptlons.

At Tokyo, Jepan, on this

24Lthday of NOVeLbET s 2957 s

/s/ SUZUKI, Teiichi (seal)
Deponent

I, 1.INO, licnlteks

hereby certify that the above
stetelent was sworn oy the deponent, who aifixed his signature
and seel thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the seme date
at Tokyo, Japean.

ELINO, Michitake seal)

OATH

In sccordance with my conscience I swear 1O tell the whole

truth withholding nothing and edding nothing.

/s/ SUZUKI, Teiichi (seal)
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o g




