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Def. Doc. 2673 (Revised)

- INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al

 =YS=

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Having first duly

Exh. #

s S———

Translated by
Defense Language Branch

Sworn Deposition (Translation)

Deponent: MURAKAMI, Kyoichl

sworn an oath as on attached sheet,

and in accordance with the procedure follwed in my country, 1

hereby depose as follows:

Personal History

Birth place: Tottori Prefecture.

Latter educational career:

Summary of official career:

Graduated from the Law College of the
Tokyo Imperial University in July, 1907.

July, 1907, appointed clerk of the
Ministry of Communications.

February, 1908, was appointed Secratary
of Communications.

July, 1910, was appointed Senior
Secretary of Communications.

June, 1911, was appointed Councillor

of the Ministry of Communications.
September of the same year was appointed
Confidentizl Sscretary of the Minister
of Communiczuions. .
Novomber, 1916, was, appolnted Senior
Secret2ry of the Privy Council.

Anril, 1927, was appolnted concurrently
Judzsz of the Court of Administrative
Litigation.

June, 193l, was appolnted Secretary
Generzl of the Privy Councll.

August, 19329, resigned from the post

at my own request.

1. Those who held the seats in the Privy Councll were the
President and Vice-President of the Privy Council, Privy Council-
lors, Prime Minister and State linisters who were ministers of the
respective ministries, Besides the above, the adult Imperial
Princes of the Blood resident in Tokvo were also to attend meetings
of the Council by Imperial order. The Frinces, however, had never
been present until I was relieved of offlice at the Privy Council,
although they attended at the beginning when the institution of the

Council was set up.




_number of "explainers
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Def. Doc. 2073 (Revised)

A State Minister, aside from the Prime liinister or a
minister of a department, that is to say, a minister without
portfolio, had no seat at the Frivy Council.

Assistants of the Prime linister and ministers of the
departments, officials of the Cabinet and the Ministries were
allowed to attend the Frivy Council in order to assist the minlisters
in answering quastions in the meeting. Ministers without portfolio
often attended a3 “axPlainars" 11so. There was no 1limit to the

'\, so they numbered at times more than ten.
The "explalners" were, as occasion demanded, able when called upon
and with the approval of thes Frassident, to supplement the explana-
tion of the minister in charges. In fact, there were many occaslons
on which the "explainers'" spoke.

2, The Investigation Committee of the Privy Councll was
composed of several membars who were nominated by the Fresident
of the Privy Council from among the Vice President of the Councill
and the Councillors. It was their duty to dsliberate over the
bills sntrustad to them and to report the result of thsir delibera-
tions to the President. The Committss, at its meeting used to

. make inquiriss of the cablnet and the ministars concerned about

the nmatter under discussion and pget thk:i« »zpllass. And to the
inquiries, the minister concerned, as a general rule, had to make
his reply. On behalf of the minlster, however, his subordinate
officials frequently made repliesa. These sssistant offlclals were
all called “expleiners".

No shorthand whatever was used at the Frivy Councll. The
record of proceedlngs was made in accordance with tha provisions
in the Privy Council Resulations snd fegulations for rrivy Coiyue L),
Procedure but it was merely the record of minutas of the procs il e
written by the senlor sscretaries znd not the eXact racord of all
utterances of all members who spoie.

As for how to take notes of proceadings of the Investl-
gation Committee meeting, thers were no Jezal rspgulations in con-
nection therewith, so that the gist ol proueedings was recorded by
the senior secretary for his lkaoning 1ov rzlerence. This practice
was continued for a fairly lony time; simply recording the sub ja2ct,
11ist ‘of members present, swwmary -7 the proceedings, ete. In about
1921, however, there was a particularly ciligens genlor secrstary
and through his efforts, comparalivaly detailed nctes of procesdlngs
deseribing the gist of the utterznce ol mach msmber came to be
taken. But these wers not the official reccrds lugally called for,
ab the records were sometimes procise and acreblwes not, according
to the judgment of the secretary in charge or the clrcumstances
relative to tha occasion. Sometimes 1t occurrad that only a part
of an .utterance had been taksen down.

In no notes of the proceedings mentioned above, were there
any which were shown to state ministers or "explainers" present
for confirmation.

On this 28th day of July, 194L7.
At Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-to.

'-l-

: Deponent /s/ MURAKANI, Kyoichi (sesl)
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I, URIGITA Masao, hereby certify that the above statement f

g was sworn by the Dsponent, who affixed his signature and seal ]
3 thereto in the presence of this witness. | ' |
." On the same date, at Tokyo l |

Witness: /s/ Urigita, linsao (seoal) '
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& _ ~ In accordance with my conscience, I swear to tell the ; ¥
4 whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing. ;

. . /s/ MNURAKANMI Kyoichi (seal)

A I A T

T
e i S L
-

T

LRILLT WOy Wasres s 4

0
2

.

i

re
{3
.

i_

! "*!1%;.* .!1_:1 L} as e :

& .;-:_f_l-‘- ..’r.;_-ﬂi-n

4
= "
-.‘. -
|y r
T
v
h MG
."

.
B

J =

-

" 3
l.r :
vt J
|
.2 ¢
- A
1oy
&

[ -
(1] ..;'
- A
r-
(2 \
e ! L
¥ o e
-'-.! g _'r |
I.I. - )
L i

1
i‘ i k"
R e 3
¥
| K
b -
Y. f
I‘L‘.‘ -
b !
!: !
a3 -+

: e -

..-. .‘ -.
5 4
18 o

. 3

+ I

§ e

- —

- ..I.

; r48
8 -5“ 4 -
. “_...

-5 N -

: T

" 1h
L4 .

!f. I. “'
| el =y »
| 18 ¥ ]‘. !
- b
4 g
B g
AL
.‘ ‘I
I% .\
t- a R |
e Y
i

=
. '




