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DOCUMERT 2241

Doc. No. 191

From M.M.Litvinov's Diary

Extracts from the

Record of the Talk with Mr. Shigemitsu,
wapaneso Agocssador in Mozcow, of July 2. 1938

SHIGEMITSU: On July 11, the Sorist troops unexpectedly occupied
the Chang ghu-Feng district west of Leke Ghang-Ghi and began to fortify
it. In view of thig Charge d'Atfaires Niohi made a protest to Mr. Stom-
onyakov and demanded that an irmediate evacuation of the Soviet troops
from that district be effected. Stomonyakov declared tha protest ground-

less and declined it on the basie of the Khunchun égreement and the mape
attached to it.

On having studied the question the Im

perial Government wired me and
instructed tb state the following: * |

18 region and likewige according
regime which are at the disposal of the Man-

churian Government this territory belongs to Manchukuo, Besides, in

the Khunchun agreement mentioned by Mr. Stomonyakov, it is said, that
from lettér "T" the frontier line runs north-west, follows the line of

the mountains on the vestern side of Lake Xhassan, and reaches the
northern end of the eandy ridge, ete.

Therefore it is clear that the western coast of Lake Chang-Chi
forms the bordes.

The fact that the Menchurian ps

pulation have their religious rites
on this mountain is another proof of

this area heing Manchoukuo rossessisn.

It follows from the above that there is no 4
territory belongs to Manchoukuo

obligations to Manchouluo might

oubt whatsoever that the-
and. the Japanese army in virtue of its

take measures ensuing from these obligatione
e T YOI, (SR L

LITVINGV : During his conversation with NISHI, S?OMONYAKOV presented
quite official 4

ocunentu, i.e., the XKhunchun Agreement and the nape
attached to 1it.

The frontier on those map

are signed by the Chinese rep
west of Lake Khassan,

8 1s defined yuite clearly, and the maps

resentatives. On this map the frontier runs
which you call Chang-Chi. It seers %o re that, the




" - - -
s e s g o '.'-'-—"’i""""

DOCUMENT 2241 Pagé 2

presentation of these docunents should have Pit an end to all sortes

talk on the subject, and I was glad bto learn fron the Anbassador that

the Jepanese-Manchurian party had studied all the docurents and I ex.
pected to learn fror hir: that the Jopanese-Manchurisn party hed core to
the sare, i.e., the only possibls conclusion, that the lake &ng the ad-
Jacent hills belong to the Soviet Union. Unfortunately, the Japanese
governient insists upon ite previour incoerrect viewpoint. The Artassador
has ~entioned certain data, yet he did not say what daja wers meant by hir,

of

He has mentioned certain religious rites which cannot be checked
upon by anybody. We know and have 2iways considered the hill in question
to be on the Soviet side or the {rontier. Our border guards always dis-
charged their dvties thers. Therefore ws ~ust categorically decline every

protest and derand, because we are dealing with the Soviet territory, aad
no claics on it of another power are acceptabdle,

____________ y. B e =

o R The Arbassador has nentioned ccrtain data, that are at the disposal :
of both parties. We presented our data ts the Japanese Erbassy repre-

séented by NISHEI. I a® ready %o present ther alsc ts the Arbasgador. If °3
the Japanese party produce their data, we are willing to study then, but ‘?
8% far we have only heard unfounded statenente and groundless derande. |

—---—-—._--——-— x R e — T — e —

SHIGEMITSU: My opinicn is that the Jepanese governrent will not bdbe
satisfied with your reply.

Firstly. you are speaking about the rap as
serving as a legal basis »f the argarent, but the map, which Mr. Storionya-
kov showed to NISHI. had never been published, and, t» ny =ind, at this
Critical rioment speaking of sare rar is unreasonable. This will only
corplicate ratters. '

. —— _-——-----‘g — e m— — T " ——— —

LITVINOV: I rust say I ar

and experienced diplomat
calling ther 'some raps®
establishing frontiers.

greatly surprised at hearing you, an old
» Speaking so slightly about official raps and
» You rust know that raps are the only reans of

.§§lﬁEMITSU:"...Japan hae the rights ani odligations to Manchoukuo to

use force and riake the Soviet troops evacuate fror the territory of Man-
choukuo, unlawfully occupied by ther:.

___________ J—-— O ——— A — ——

LITYINCT: The Arb

asgador has not saii anything new. The only new
thing was that he

threatened us with the use of force. The Anbangador

4
]
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evidently considers the tactics of thfeats a ssund diploratic neans,

Unfortunately, there is quite a nuzber of countries that are susceptidle
tc being frightened and threatened, but the Arbassador rust know that
this means cannot be successfully used in Moscow.

S — -

O —— e T o e, T . — —

Signed: LITVINOV

The copy is correct:

Director of the State Central Historic Record Office of the USSR.

Professor V.Maksakov.

— i — ey, . g — — i — -

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION OF EXCERPTS OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENT :

I, KAPIAN V., hereby certify that I a- thoroughly conversant with
the Russian and English languages: and the above is a correct and true
translation of the indicated excerpts of the above docurent.

Signature: /s/ V.Kaplan

V.KAPIAN
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C E ROLEPECL ATl

I, Lt. Coloncl___TLRAITNKO Go I, , & menber
of tre militery foreces of the U.S.S.R., do recrcby ccriify

that cxtrect from trc rceord of trc telk of Litvinov end

- — — A —

Stigcmitsu on July 20, 1938 in loscow concerning thc

e — — — — = —

Krassen Leke incident, on 10 sreets

———

was dclivercd to mc by the Ccntrzl Stete Fistoricsl Recor
Office of trec U.S,3,R. on or ehout__13 March, 1946,
end tret trc original of tle seiéd documcnt mey be found in

the Centrel Statc Tistoricel records officc of thc USSH in

i

MOoSCcOW,e

-— ——— —

| e e—— —— ———— s S ———— - —— i —— — ————

I'd0 Turthixy ecrtily .

L —— . —— G — . — S— ——— m mael

/s/ TAIANENKO

-
——

Lt, Col, TLELNENKO
“?Signfturc and renk.)

Tokyo, Japen
____J_'_L_l_!&___gﬂ_______ iy 194.6.. ?
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