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SULIAR? OF C Lf:::m SCOURRID 00 IR JARAMRT
— SORCES NG (35th AN

1) Follouing the transfer of the Jananese South irea Cammand fram
Saigoa to Singapore in Decenbex 19.2, the 3C0th Ary vas formed and
installed its Headouarters in Saigon, for the defence of uﬁuocnina.
according, %o tThe Japanese-irench »rotocol signmed in Ausust 1941, and

vas »t uncer the comand of the South irea bommntl.

e main dispositions of troops at that tine vas as followus:-
- South Indochina Jllrea!llltﬂiﬂbiiuililllli 82]1& mfan‘t:y Iia.;;:l.'imnt of the
| 21s% Divid on (Salgon)
- Nox*h Indochina ArC@ssscossvesssscesssee .Bin forces ol the 2ls¥
- Division (Henoi)

2) Later, vith the develomwnts of -eneral situation in the Southern
erea, the 34th Tndependent "Nxed rigade (formed in Japan proper) vas
statiored in Tourane district in Ilareh, 194k, and, in December 194) the
70th Indepencdent ilied Nri-ade (formsd LUy survlus troops in Indocshina) vas
quartered in Saigon district, thus enforcing the Japanese-French defence
poier in Indochina, and inereasin-, the tctal roserve 'broogs of the South
Area Gmmnl

2) In December 20%h, 194k, tha troons stationed in Indochina isre
reformed ynler the 30th ay cotmnﬁ, thieh save the 20th Army the
charsclier of m oporation arye

- Themain dIshosition of troops at that times uas as follous;-
e m mllititiil 12in force of the 213t Division,
-~ mm Ar€8sesense o Bhth }imh
- South Aref..scecce Part of the 21st Divid on enl the 70th Bri; cde,

L) In Februsry 1955, Vhe navy units ~hi ch vere stationed in the
operation zone of the 38%th ‘1, wers put uxer the comaand of the

Army Comxaand so far as ground defance vas concermed,  The main navy units
thus sut under the ary ocwmiwnd uere, the 1llilh Navy Zase hit,

5) Since Decembver 135/13, the 39%h Lry under the above-aeniioned
formmmtion, took the responsibility for the comaon defence of Indoch ina, based
upon the Ja anese-Treach rotocol, though once engaed in andinor operations
i 98 north frontier districts.
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6) Judgemecnt of the general war situation in Jamary 1945

'As the UcSe rmy main forces attocked Inzon in the beginning of
January, the next points of disembarkation were judged to be cithar
South China (including Hainan island, and Ici-Chou poninsula), Central
China, or Orinacwa. The 38th ormy prepered tho necessary counter plans,

forecasting a landing in North Indochina, in case of an attack to South
China,

8) .ccording to the forecast and schcme as stated above, the
troops wecre concentrated as followss

a) The 37th Division was transferred in the middle of February fran
South China (1lth Army) to North Indo-Chinae

b) The 22nd Division was spansferred in the beginning of larch fram
South China (23rd irmy) to North Indo-China frontior Districts.

¢c) The 2nd Diviaion was transferred gradually fram March to June
fram Burma to Saigon District.

9) The incident of March 9th (details apert).
Troops used in March 9th incidont wers as followss

= North iXroO8sessssssses2last - 22nd, 37th Divisions,
- Contral .TCBesessess70th Brigade and part of 4th Divisicn (T),
- 1 Regimunt of 20th Division.
10) Transfer of irmy !leadgquarters to Hanol.

The 38th Lrmy cdvinced 1ts coimmnding-post from Saigon to Hanol
in Moy 1945, to facilitate the comacnd of troops concentrated in lorth
Indochinae

11) Frecest of war situation in Nay 1945.

With the londing of the Ul.Se.army main ferces on Okdnawa, the
possibility of an attack to South China or to Indo-China much diminishod,
the chief enamy of thoe South JLCa Coxend shifted from the UsSe ATy
to the British .rmy, and the sirategic object was judged to bo Singaporce
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12) 7ith the above judgement, the troops stationed in Indochina vere
transferred in the followin; uay, eccording to the orders cof The Couth
area Coraands :

a) The 70%h Brisade from Saizon districts to the central !lalay, in the
middle of Bye.

b) The 37th Division to Bangkol district in the middle of :ay to be
used either in Durmea front or in iklayan zone,

c) The 22nd Division, since thc endof llay, to llorth-Castern Sians
13) ldain operations executed by the 38%th fimye.

Co-operation uith the China Area Cormand in the overations
joining Central and South China (under separate cover).

1h) Situation at the tive of surrender,

Follouiny the rapid Javeloimant of wvar situation in Surma,
the South rea Comwnynd estaulished nlans o :aale French Indochina and
Talay the defence cenire of Soutiern /rea., Accordingly, the 30%th
Argy vas hlenning to enforce the defence o>f “Janoi and Sel son districts
in the fcllonin  amer, “uen the uar eaded: :

a) Toraetion of defence units of ‘lanoi and 3aizon

b) Strenzthening of the organization of the 34th IJrigede, ‘
c) trengthenin: of the organization anl esuisent of the 2nd Division,
d) PReconstruction of the 55th Division,

T 13 DISPOSININT O FRECH ED0-CUIIk e

1) The purpose of the disposition of Freanch Indo-China,

The attitude of the French authorities tovards the Japanese-
Jrench camon Zefence of Indo-Chiina vere repidly lacizing sincerity in
agcoxdance uith the seneral .ar situation, especially with the ‘merican
orosxess in the Fhilippines, In  1ite of the repeated expostulations
of the Japanese suthorities, the French at last caw to prevent the
Japanese var mrepareations in Indochina in every sphere, and it Lecanme
evident that, if the Japanese left the situatione ¢t that, tlhey uould
find themselves in ouite & difficult position; Utetueen the devil and the
dee) soa, in case of the laniin: of Anerican Forces,
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Thus, the disposition of French Ind-China vas ettemted to avalke the
sincerity of the Treich authorities anl 12 male the contribute to the
full extent to the Japaness viar preperations,

2, The general nolicies of the dispos tion.

-he Janansie Goyvernmiend, in order 4o mply to the changed
situation decidad, a ¥ the Suprew jar Cuidin, Conference in February
195, the follo.ing policies conceraing French Indo-Chinaz-

*Japanese authorities, te:iin into account the zeneral situation,
especially the Auericen pocgress toarde Indochina resions, and in
order to accouplish the delence of Indachina, will denanl that the
Governor General of Ireinch Info-China should conseat to the follouinz
propodl tions, as a consrete token of the deteriiration to defend the
Indo-China territary against the eventual laericen operations tovards
it, in collaboration =.ith the Japanese, accoriin_ to tlhe fundamental
spirit of Japanese-French camon delence of Indo-China (See the appendices
No, 1 - tosol concernin, Jupanese-French coirion Defence of Indo-China;
Ilo. 2 Lo¢al trevaties baved upon the preceling,)

a) As loy; as the nrasent cireunstcaces last, the Freaci trooss and

iy
—

armed Dolice uill te put under the Jazvnese comxnl and vill act solely

according to its direct.wsms as for {le organization, disvosiiion and novenent

of the troopa., amxs, aat mmitions, and -x.terials,

b) The orgarizaiions paryiseiavl- naceasery for tvhe var conluet, such
as rail.eayra, sea transjcriations, and corwmmeati.n, 1ill be put under
the Jananese conirols,

¢) The Governor, Gerercl 1il]l Lmedistely ;ive instructions to all
she organizationz in French ndo-Ohiza $0 eollaborate fully end
feithfully “.ith the Jajpuacss unon their Ae—anda,

(The above thresitans .ere in fact nresented officially
in the demand hich Ambessador (U 7375070 ::ade to Governor General D3COU:
on .k2xrch 9):

In case the Covernor Gencral accents fully the Japanese
de mnds, the Japarese ‘11l nut o Leyond tha reorjanization of the
French iToops anl armed nolice. IF act, the Jepanseso ill be oblized
to gppeal o ary: and resort to nilitary control, In that case, the
following principlss .ill be adopted;-
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a) Zven i the Mrench rejects the Japanese denands, the relatiom
betieen the tvo countries ill not Dbe considered as beinyg at ware

ilovever, Japan uill not be bounl by the existing treaties,
concerning Ffench Indo-China.

b) Japan will not edmit the execution of functions to the- Covernor
General and his leadingz staff of the Govermient, but their personal
treatoent 1111 be as modercte as possible.

o) The lover organizations of the Government vill not be touched and
131l be utilized as theoy are.

d) The French iroops and armed police will be disarred and reorganized.,
Thosa who resist at the dicarmament, hovever, will be ireated as

prisoners.

e) The French civilians an” their sroperties will not be treated as for
enazy netion, but will be troated as iwderately as possible. However, in
the case of milisary necessity, the Japeaese may procced to the contiol of
private properties and the sentriction of habitotion and movenonts

3) The developaent of the disposi tion.

On Mereh 9, 1945, at 1500 (Japarese time) Ambassador LIATSTIIOTO
visited Governpr General J2COUX at his official repidence in Saigon,
aooSrding $0° the instructions of the ngtropolis, “They’ alked apout the
general var situstion, and aftsr tie various discussions, the Go'remo&
General admitted the possibility of American Forces' landing in Indo-"hina,
anoe the MM asedor requested hia in the suthority of Governor Jeneral
invested vith full poiers to manifest his sinserify touerds Jepan' in
strengthening Japanese-Frencih coriion defence in the present circunsiances.
He explained thd atovs-nentionsd conditions wnich the Japahese Govermabnt
wad inotmieted hin to prosose’ $o the Governor General, and a sked 1o give
reply by 2200, He took leave after having vernsd tmt the Japanese Aruy

r

would De oblized $o tale necessiry méamize if ihe reply was not favourable.
- About 2220 Captain RODIT brotit' the reply of the Governor

General to the Jubassadar, vhich as found oualified axd whish the
Jipnposrqflth_arittu arind 1ot help constileriay av rejottion.

L]




Document Mo, 2607 Jage 6

Cn ©his, the Co.mandin; General ol the 33th Any found hiiself
um er Uhe necessit;” of taldng decision to appeal to aras, accoxrding to
the instruetions ihich had been piven him by the General Ieadquarters,

and ordered all thi s forces lumediately Yo discrm the French troops and
aryed nolice,

L) The Japanese forces succecded in disamincs the main forces

in 8 feu dgrs, tiou gh they met some resistance in ilanoi, Saigon, Fhnom-
Senh enc Mhatran;. Houever, the Japanese »aid considerable szerifiee in
disaradng the Frenoh iroops 'hich resisted in the giron’; fortresses in the
north freontier regions, sueh as lanson, Dong Dang, and foncey,

Taen 2 Jasanese =ry nroceeded to sunpress Freach detachments
stationed in the rencte couniries cnd wive out Frenc: conthgents vho had
escajed into wountains, “hile endeavourin: to re-sstablish the publie order
and to revive ihe adainistration, In avout one month's time, publiec
order vas gradually re-established, e:rcent in %he rewie corners, public
feelin; s rere reocssured, onl various or sanizations zoenerclly recovered
thair former activities.

it P00l a considerable tizo to clear ihe .ountain range of
Annaa, Chinese frontiers, mountainous re;ions of Laos of the remmants of
french Wxroopns it vas May 15 that the Jasenese ergy finished its amasd
operations,

Zeanvhile, the activitisn ol Viet-ian 2Jarty in the lloxrthern
Indo-Chinn beca® nove a:xl ncre vigorous, anl esnecielly its disturbances
of publie securiyy, aiwcing 4o dispel Japenase foress in order to accomplish
the full independsnce of their painle, s~e. rife, The Japanese ar.y .as
capelled to contimue to ewloy a consideradle stren;th in painstaldng
worl of sieenin, Viat iinh vartisans, until the cessation of aosvilities
of Auzust 135,

c) The French troops disavied vere divided into the Fronchmen L roup
end the native sroup; the fcrumer vas concentreted and interned chiefly

in Saigon and Tanoi, anl as for the latter, o part of it as adoptad in the
Japanose ary as auxilicries, eni the rest as planned to be reor-anized
into the voluntaries and tae nationsl armies, but that pjan vas not
achdoved, thourr preparetions ero bein, wcde,

d’ ared poiice —ers inlispenseble for 4he jmintenance of putlic oxley,
the Japansse ary’ rearmad the mdnd mua native policaen, erel:wdin: Feuch
ones, and diestribute’ them to each urovinee. 3ut the total nuierieal
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strength of them was below the half of the former one,

e) As for Irench civiliens, the Japcnese arayy, both on militaxy
necessityr and fcr safe nerd's sake, restricted their resiconce in ilanoi,
miphon;, ‘Twe, laitrang, 3cigon, Thnom Fenn and lklat,

f) Adninistration orcanizations vere left intact, amd though a small
nuer of Japanese officials took clhrrge of come imortant jositions,
alnoat all officials, bota rench and Annanite, vere peritted To remain
at their nosts. Thaus the Jananese ary eirangoed To re-establish

~ublic orler os soon as poaaible. mrevanting social uneasiness and
dieorders and to pake all Indo-China co-opercte vith tThe Jasanese in

upr araparations,

h) is a lo-ical resuli of Janan's din*ﬁoa:.tion ol Trench Indo-China,
Aonan and t0 . other nations nroclaimel their indevenience for themsslves
and wexe realizin, their indepenlence subst ntially. “he Japanese .y
took the attitude not to inberfere in the internel offeirs and left them
free to d© *hai they weatzd, Meanwhile the Jananese aryy iept their
actions aliays wader ere lest they should be off the rails, ridlen by

a nista’®en idea of inderendence and race-consciousness, and alvays paid
dmite cttention not to male then repedt the sane un-cooverative attitude

as the “re.c regine.

1) ™e procress of batilo ot the momant of the dis-osel of Irench
Indo-China is &éaowm in thoe ajvended plan I0.l.

he Ths coneluasion.

Jpan's disno:ition of Mrencli Indo-Chins we really inevitable
ste) as the realdt of the fact thaet , facing eventual Americen invasion,
the Trench authorities could not de hened to correct their unifriendly
attitude and to co-oporate ith the J'apanoso in rapid var oreparations and
to fecilitute Tl overations. It vas not that Japan regarded the Freach
as cne.des, or attenyted to ocoupy tie Imdo-China terrvitory, or iried
to set the Annamite on the Mrench,

loreover, the 4Aisoos tion of French Indo~China i.& based upon
the & rectives of ™0, ard taunot v arbiitrary decicion of local
Ja anese oxruyre All the Japanase troops, militerigto,oflicials, civilians
woueve: muable their posts aisht have been, cluays acled solely vy ordexs
of swrarior comenlers, anl fulfilled their responsibilitiss st fuith-
fully cecordin; to eash iven Auty,
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PROTOCOL

|

BETWEEN J..PXN ND FRANCE - CONCERNING

THE JOINT DEFENCE OF FREICH INDO-CHIN..

— e B B S S v e a S

The Government of Jopan and
The Government of Francoe

Taking ianto consideration the actual international cituation

Rocognizinz that in consecucnce, in case that the gocurity of
Fronch Indochina will be menaced, Japan will estimate that the genoral
trunquility in Bact .Jsio and her proper sccurity will be in dangzor;

Ronewidinz at thio occasion the enzagcments, of one party, by
Japan to rospect the rightsand intorectc of Fraonce in East Jola and
especially territorial intosrity of French Indo-China and the soveroig:
righte of France on all tho parties of the Union of Indo-China, and of
the other,by Fronce not to coatract at the subject of Indo-China any
agrecment or underctandinz with a third Power anticipating political,
econamic or militery co-coparatian in the nature to oppress directly or
indirectly to Japan;

(1) Tho two Covernuents cngoge to co-oporate militarily for the joini
doefence of French Indo-China,

(2)e The meascuros to bc taken with the vicew of this co-operation will
be the object of special arranganent.

(3)e The cbove mentioned agreemcnts siaall be in force only as long as
the circumstances motivating their adoption will exists

In witnoos vheresf, the Undersigned, duly authorized by their
regpective Covermuen ¢, have signed the rreacnt Protecol which shall
cane into effect on this very day and have hereunto affixed thoir soal

Done in duplicate, in Jarancsc and Firench, at Vichy, this twonty
ninth day of the seventh month in sixtecnth year of Show, correspond-
iag to the twenty ainth day of July in the Nineteon hundred and forty
first year.

F. DARL.J,

(Eroclt)ﬁ.med on the first doy of the eizhth month in sixteonth yeer of
Shova ).

- — e G ———
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CO=OP U TION OF 713 WRO0PS STATIONED
7 IDO-CINIA  IWW W0 JADANESI GIIFA
JAA COTLND DT T8 OBRLTIA: COILTICTIG
CZTRAL JITDIOUTI CIIOTA »

1) e nuraose of the co-operation.

To facilitate the ecntivetion of lang-iing by the China
irea Comwend, thue securin, the lond route bet.een Indo~China and llang-
Iins, in order to enable %the transhert of important eterials fron
4he Soutiern Degim to Japan, suppleaenving sea transportation thich
a8 settins sradually difficult at thet vine.

2) Generel Qllans of Cpreration.

a) Since ipril 194, t.0 Japanese Ciina Lrea Coawnd started attacks
froa the Van ise River and Canton Aistrict touerds Chanssha, ideiling
enl Zang=idn,, in odder to comnect Central cnd South China.

b) The troops siationed in Indo-China will facilitate this oneration,
co-operating :ith the China J/rea Comanl in The sei e of llang-lling, ~hile
repairins and securin; the lani route. The date ol starting operations
is £i03 to be afier llove.wer 1;)..

(It vas the begimnin, of “enteaber that the Jajanese Cormend
in Tndo-China received orders to bezin to uresare for the operations).

¢) The Camendin  Generzl of %tha troo ps stationed in Indo-China
save orlers in the bezinnin, of Sspteber 1921 to the Counmanding
Cemaral o2 the 2lst Divizion =i tuated in lorth Indo-China Vo prepere
£-r the operctiions, uhich vers due $o stct to.ards the ead of Iovenmber
19, Ister, arg orders ere iissued Vhat a pouerful univ should
sove secretly froa -anoi to ards Ianson districtat the beginning
=f !'oveaber, in o ver %o be able to enter into estions any tise after
the latter Hert of Vovenmver,

) The foraation of tue unit for this opration (ICTDIOIIL Unit
of the 2lst Diwision) vas es follousi~

Infentry L battalions
ixtillexy 1 battalion
ngineers tiein Torce of engincer rejinent,
21st Division.
An”. other nocesscry sSu)nly COXrps.
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3) Ceneral Progress of thc Operation (Sce annexed plan)e

a) Te ICIDONTVA Unit (main forces of the 85r1 Reziment of the
21ot Division) started to :1ove secretly Lrom ianci in the middle ol
Noveaber, and completed concentration ~1 Tanson touards the 25th
TToveuler.

v) The Ly issued orders %o the Coam lin; Ceneral of The 21st
Yiviagi on to start aitask in the Jdirection of lang-iling, crossin, tae
frontier on the dava of Woveaber 2%9th,

¢) The ICHINGIIVA Unit camencel the atiack on November 29th,
P01 east and nest side of Ianson, in heeping with the orders given
shet the unit should cross the Prontier at 00.00 of November 29%h ,
aarch first toveards the line connecting Ifingldan, and Iongtciou then
tovards thut of Srulo and Chaosian, and arepare for the sieje of lang-ling
vhile repairing and securing e11 tue routes south of the above-meationed

line.

1) Thet sae day, the ICIIIVEIIVA Unitwazm put un'er the oamaand
£ the S5ta Amay Corps Comaanl of the China Area Coimiand.

e) In the beginnin, of NDecember, the ICIMMUIIA Uaiv reached the
line counecting :lingkianz and Iongtchou, Then the w:dt pursued the
reparation of roeds, :hile sending a cuntigent tovarda the line joining
3sulo and Chaosien, DNesides, the unit advanced a penetreiing corps
alon: Ssulo-lkng “Hng-road, vhish micceeded in geitting aontact with the
5%n ‘ymy corpe thet had ecaptured Nang-iing in the middle of Decembers

£) The ICITIIIVA Unit continued to secure and repair roads arownd
ingldang, Longchou ead Mangnang watil the middle of Jaiuary 9li5, ilen
she edvenced troops of the Fh 4rmyy Coxpo pushad suethioexd of i ng-Ning.
Accordin;ly the IOTTNOIY. Unit bejan to retreat praduelly, and in the
peziunin, of Fehruary ceme beck to its origiral poota, timis coyploting
the operatioas,

- . e — L ]

Cexrtified true cody
Chief of tuc Mederal sy Crimes Coamaission.
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doe. Ne. 2667 24 September 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT =
Title and Nature: Copy of Document Addressed by the

Commanding General, Japanese Southern Zone, to General
Gracey,/ and Communicated to the High Commissioner of Franece
on ivities of the Q‘Eéé"‘ Forees in Indo-Ch%n% before
the Surrender"., (Bulletin of Informatioan No. ice of the
High Commissioner of France for Freneh Indo-China)

Date: 1 Feb 46 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: French

Has it been translated? Yes (x) No ( )
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL

Office of the Commissioner of France for Freneh Indo-China.

SOQURCE OF ORIGINAL: Office of the High Commissioner of France
for French Indo-China

PERSONS IMPLICATED:

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Relations with France:
Frenech Inde-China

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

Report covers disposition and aetivity of Japanese forces
in Indo-China, particularly with reference to early 1945.
In February of that year the Japanese forees, because of the
change in the tides of the war, and based on a Supreme War
Counecil deecision, were to disarm Fremeh forees amnd take other
negessary measures if the Gevermor-General did not &ccede te
demands whiech would have placed the French and Indo-Chinese
ferees direectly under the command of the Japanese military.
The Governor-Gemeral's answer was qualified, and therefore
sonsidered negative, The Japanese thea proeeesded to disarm
all said troops, and met heavy losses in the nerth, asserding

te the repors.

Analyst: W.H.Wagner Doe. No. 2667
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