HEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRATEGIC B(I.BI.'G SURVEY /TNEX B
(PACIFIC)
APO # 234
C/0 POSTIHASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
I:TERROGATIONr NO. 180 U.S.S.B.S. PLACE: TOKYO
(Obtain from G=2) DATE: 30 October 1945

Pivision of Origin: OIL, CHEMICAL, /NI RUBBER LIVISION.

oubject: RECORDS AFXD STATISTICS FOR IJN EYFLOSIVES ‘AKL PROPELLANTS.

Personnel interrogated nnd background of each:
Capt. Niimi, Ii,, IJN - 2né in Command Section #3 (explosives
anc propellantss, Bureau #1, Technic-l Department.
artment

th Floor OQifices IJN Technical De

"here intervieved: Ilissan Building

Interrogotor:___ Lt. Comdr, ', H, Evrng, USIR,

Interpreter: Mr, Taji,

Allied Officers Presgent: Condr, G. G. Lamb, USIR,

Sumnary:

(1) Personal background nnd milit-ry c~reer of Capt. Niimi,

(2) Capt. Niimi's Section vas responsible for the development, production,
and testing of all explosives ~nd pronellants for the IJN, Chemical
vnrfare (including phosphorus bombs) ceme under the jurisdiction of
Cept. Nose, Section #3.

(3) Gener~l orgrnizntion of the Technical Deprrtment including names of
key personnel, also a list of the IJN Arsenals and the private oper-
ated plants under contract vith IJN for explosives., List shous dom-
age to arsenals ancd privote plants in terms of percent of production
capacity cdestroyed or drnaged as o result of ver damage,

(4) Copt. Niimi will orepore o brief of the manufocturing nrocesses nt the
IJN Arsenals., He will include the row moatcrials entering the process,
the basic reactions, ~nd the end-products. Chemicnrl symbols c«nd comp-
osition of compounds will be used throughout. The nome of the compnny
supplying the rav matericl vill be indicoted, Copte Niimi vill further
deterninc the status of production records ~t both the IJN Arsenals ond
nrivate concerns producing under contract., The names of the 0inC's at
the IJN Arsennls vill be submitted nalong with the report on 1 Nov,

(5) So for ~s records ~re concerned, the Burcgus and Sections vithin the IJN
responsible for production, inventories ond consum-tion are, respectively,
(1) Burcau #1, Section #3 (Capt. Niimi), (2) Burenu of Genernl Affairs,
(3) Burcru of General Affairs.
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LATES ACTIVITY
12 Was gredurted in Chemistry from Tokyo Imperinrl University.
1629 Cormissioned n Technicol Lt. (jg), IJW.

1026-1930 Gunnery Deprrtwent IJI Arsenrl, Kurc.

1630-1037 IJV iLrsennl Hiratsukn in Rescarch Deprrtuent, specinlizir
the st-bility of snokelcss NCVCCT.

1937-1939 IJN Snscbo Arsencl in chnrge ¢f Inspecting and Testing,

1939-1941  IJH Lnizuru Arsennl in ch-roe of Producticn,

1941-1945 Sectinn #3, Burcau #1, Technicnl Deps rtrnent, IJN cnznged In ex-
plosives ~nd nropellonts devaelontient, prOQULtch, ~nc testing,
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o
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ORGANIZATION

Cant. !iini briefly troccd the orgnniz-tlion of the Technierl Deo~ritment in

244

genernl ~nc the Burc~u, Sections ~nc Sub- Sfotlor conncetaed Lith @x;losives

and D”Cp&ll““tﬁu in orzrnizrtion chort shewing the rel-ticnshin betieen

theee voricus ~ccncics is‘shcwm bclor in Fige 1e Of the six BUPQV”S ia the
'k..-

Technic~l Leprrtmﬁnt, Bureau ;1 is the cne ”pnFuCuLd -ith exolosives and

propell-nts, There nre throee Seeticns under Burenu 1, the third ol ThleH
is conneeted vith this ~ctivity,
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ARSENALS

Table #1. below lists the IJN Arsenals whic» »nroduced exnlosives
and pronellants during the war, £lso 1listed -~re tre »nrivate cone-
cerns whicl produced explosives end nropellants under contract
with the IJ¥, Tve locetions of each plant or arsenal are tobule-

ted along with the names. TABLE I

LIST OF TJN ARSEVALS AND PRIVATE PLANTS PRODUCING
RXPLOSIVES "ND PRCPELLANTS

A, IJN Arsenals

MName City Prefecture % Demaged**

1. Funaoka Naval Explosive Fac. Funaoka Mivael O
2, Hiratsuka " H " Firaksuka. Kanea gawa 30
3., Halzuru U L " Maizuru Kvoto 0
B. Privete Plants Under Contract

1. Nihon Kako K.Ke Okitsu Chiba 10
2, Kanto Denki Kogyvo K.K. Hodagava Yenooswa 7
3. Nihon Yushi K.K. Taketovo Aichi ]
4, Yura Senryo K.l. Hibi Ol-avrama 0
5. Nihon Keyaku Seizo K.K. Lsa Yemaguchil O
6., liitsubishi Kasel K.K. Kuroseki Fukuoka 0
7. *¥11itsul Kaegeku Kogvo K.K. Omuda Fukuola 5
8. Nicchitsu Kageku Kogyo X.¥, Nebheoka ”iﬁ?ZUki 10
9.*Chosen Chisso ¥X.l. Yonen- Chosen 0

%k Exprecsed in nroductive canocity
destroved or dammged.,

* Also procduce for tle IJA

RECORDS

The
(1)

situstion with respect to records is ovtlined =s fcllows:

Czpt. Niimi clerims to hsve. nersonallv teken chorece of burnine
211 IJN officisl records coverineg nroduction fisures of exnlo-
sives and »nropellants.

There is e nossibilitv of »renaring overall »roduction figures
for explosives end nropellants bv obtsining the ~rutnut reports
from the IJN Arsenals rnd »nrivete concerns nroducing under con-
tract. |

Cant, Niimi will ascertrin whether nrocduction figures =re ayoil-
able 2t all IJW Arsenals 2nd »nrivate nlsnts., FHe will also fur-
nish the neme of the officer in cheree cf such records =t =21l
IJN Arsenals.

(2)

(3)
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(4)

(5)

(€)

(7)

(8)

(1)

(2}

(3)

A1l records concerning stores anc consummtion ~f exnlosives
and »ropellants arc available at tre IIN Generzl Affesirs
Bureau, Technical Denartment.

Production records ~t the IJN Hiratsvk=~ Arsenal 2re cnrrently
beins burned or destrcyed by joint ~ction ~f tre Jenernese of-
ficirls ~nd Occun~tion Forces in that srea. BEfforts will he
ipiticted this dote to deternine the Ccernation Ferces, =2
SOP records for explesives, ete. If mester conies of such
records arc nroserved, ottemnrt will be n=de tc make these
svoileble tc the Chemical Secticn, this Division,

Ccneernine irm-orts, Cent. Niimi knews of ne ins*®-nces where
exnlnsives or wronellants were immorted in anv -~nnrecisble
cuentity, but citecd Germany @s 2 nossible scurce for immorts,
Ainv rcecrds on imnorts, if in existence, will be availahle =t
the IJVW Meizuru Arsenal.

Cenbaprad ghores Tecords fleb €6 avrilable ~t this arsenal,
Cant. Niimi stoted that he wes of the opdinion th~% sonme 3,000
tons of canturcd exnlosives hod been renrocessed °t | LE0e Wik ot b
but he did nct censider th-~t anv ~usntitv ~f c~ntured stores
hnd beepr mede ovailsblce te the IJN beceouse ~f the great Aif-
ficulty in neeting the snecific-tlions ~nd testing requirements,
Reccrds =re kent by Section #2.

Cant, WNiimi sun rized the bomb cdanase sggassment for bot> LJN
Arscnals ond ~rivete nlents os indicated in Toble I, FHe strtad
th-t he did nct hove d-toiled donmare rerorts »vailoble, but
referred te Cormcnder Tsuijimote in his Section wha wos respon-
sible fcr keeringe dcteiled infrrmation., Procedure teo interro-
cate this officer hrs been initinted.,

RECORDS RECUEST™D AMD REFORTS DUE

Drte on »rocucticn nroccsses ~t trz three IJM Arsernls, in-
cluding rowr mrterials ané tleir scurce, —eactions, ~nf the
s=varcl nrcoducts with their chemie~l ercmpesitions Due 2 Nev,
Dotoprin~+tion of the strtus cof records =t the IJN Arsenals ana
the nores of the 0inC's. A determination of the stotus of
recenrds ~t th2 nine »rivate nlents »redveing for IJV, Due 2
MoV,

Iist of the Officers in chrree of records ~t the threc IJN
Arsenals. Due 2 Nov.
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