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U.S, STRL.TEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
*HCIbIC)
LPO ;234

6/0 POSTIL.STER, 6§ FR.NCISCO

INTERROG..TION lO: (USSBS NO. 100) PL CE: TOKYO
WY ~ 23 D“TE: O Oct 1945
: 1330-1700

Divisi~n ~f Origin: Newvel nelysis Division,
SUBJECT ¢ Jenonese Flying Boat Onerations in the JAlcutians,
Personnel interrosated and bhsckoround of ca

Captain Sukemitsu ITO, I.J.M., is 2 rogulor Mavael lviator vith sbout
3000 hours in the air. He has ho d tenty-six yesrs scrvice in the Janancse
Nevy., .t nrcsent he is o stoff oTficeor attached to the Navel lir Headquarters.

Fromn Docermber 1941 to Jen., 1942 he was o steff officer ot the First lir
Techniczl .rsennl, YOKOSUKiL., From cebrucry 1942 o Ilarch 1943 he was Commanding
Officcr of the 10K0 Scanlenc Scurdron ot YOKOH. M., From Lpril 1943 tn Junc
1945 bhe was g Steff Officer in the Nevy JLir Hecdquarters, TOKYO. Fromr July
1945 to Sentenmber 1945, vhen he s sent tc his »Hresent assisnment, he wes
Comanding Officcr of ;724 .Air Saquodron, [ilS..., HONSHU,

“There interviewved:  Roon 618, MEIJI 2uilding, TOKXO,
Intcrrogotor: J. S. RUSSELL, Cantain, USH,
Interorcter: F. L, ¥l .STERS, Licutcnant, USN'; Kxzumi OHOTO, Civilicon.
~1licd Officers Prosent:  Honc cother than above.
SUl'tL.iY

Conteoin ITO, 2s Commending Officer of 2 six=»nlonc dctachment of TORG
KOKUT..I, o L. UMISHI Tyose 97 Flying Boat (IL.VIS) Squodron, flow tn KIShL
feor PooL S USRIRD, lsndiny <% KISiL on 7 Junic, the doy after the Ilnitdal
~ecewrntion. Fis unit remained at KISKL until 17 JLurust 1942. He stated
that frorm the lattcer nart of May te the first »art »f Junc 1942, =2 300
t> 400 milc scocreh wins maﬁo in thc dircetion of nlSK. frﬁm'P;iuLUleRO
by n~val land-hascd ctizek wloncs (BETTIES). The fucl, »nrovisi~ns ond
suwylics f~r use by s six-pldno unit were Hrought to KISK. 'n board the
NLMITST i.RU. This shi» ceorricd 500 t0 hundred liter Arums of -nsolinc.
C~ntein ITO's rroun mnved ~shore in o comd on the nerthrest shore of wlShu
LIRBOR ~nd rerc suymorted by repented trins of the » RITSU L..RU betreen
tISK. and P.LR.IUSEIRO. The znscline drums werce disaerscd behind the sconlonc
Bcach ond in the surrcunding hills. The six olone wnit immcdintely cngzged
in reeonncoissance £lizthts scarchinsg to the cnst cnd scutheast to o distance
of 250 to 300 ncutienl niles. Cantoin ITO stoted that the ree-mmelissance vas
very dnor duc to the »nrevalence of feoz. 3.3imning on <bout 10 June U.LS.
Favy Flyin~ Boaots attacked KISKL. These attoeks eontinued for tw» or three
d-ys 2nd then stoyed, he belicved, due t~ fog. In his onininn, thesc U.S.
flying Boats camc from DUTCH H.LR3OR.

“hen Cantein ITO's wnit crrived in LISK. the Jamnancese Cruiscr RISO gnd
four or five misecllencrus shins, includi-g = forr destroyers, were »roscnt.
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The first lorge attack against KISKL occurrcd, te the best of Captain
ITO's mcmory, on 10 June, This was made by = fornttlon of six LIBER.TORS.
They canc throcusgh the nass to the wrest of KISKL HLRBOL under 2n ovcreast
which was et zbout 1500 fecct. The leading wlene of this attack was struck
by anti-aircraft fire from the shins in the herbor and disintegrated in the
air., The wreckage fcll in the mountains just tn» the north of the nass,

This attack camc 2s a surprisc and worricd the Janencsc congiderebly. No
particular damage was donc,

Captain ITO stated that thce cruiser KISO, which was »wrescnt ot KISK4 on
his nrrlvel, was undamaged.,

Cantain ITO did not reraicnber when his flying boats first bombed NiZLN
Bay, but thought it wos about the middle of July. Their mission wes to bomb
o scanlanc tender, but shc wes absent ond the villege wes bombed instead.,
Clouds interfcecrcd with the obscrvetion of the rcsult of this bombing., On
onc bombing of NiLZ.N Bay, U.S, fighters, of an unidentificd typc, cttacked
the Japancse flying boats. No damage was dene to the Jap »nlancs cxecept for
a 50 ecaliber bullet holc in the tail surfacces of onc planc, The Jap nlanc
under attack cscaped int» the clouds. Threc nlancs of Captein ITO's unit
bombed a U.S. scanlanc tonder in KULUK BLY, ..DiK, about 20 July. One
plane, of thrce outbound on daily scarch, 51ghtoﬂ this tender. When cach
had finishcd his sector search, all concontrutod on KULUK BiY, joined in
scetion formation and borhed, Ereh »Hlane earricd two 250 kg, bombs. Planes
were n~t surc but th-ught ne danage was d-~ne to the tonder. Onc nlanc had
one small shrapnel hole in its thll surfaccs os a result of AL firc., The
scetion lceder ~f this flizht was later killed ot RABLUL,

"Thile Cant-in ITO was bascd 2t KISKL the Javencse scaplanc tender KAIIIKLUL
brought in some float scanlanes,

The total losscs to Coptain ITO's six-olone MAVIS unit were: (a) two
onerationally, and (b) threce ~s a recsult of U.S. surfacc gunfirc on about
8 luust., Of thc two plencs lost opcrationally, onc disanpcarcd in the fog
between OMIN.TO end P.RALMUSHIRO; the other was weathcered cut after a recon-
naissance flight to the 01stward of KISKii. The latter nlene eventually
londed in the ~aen sca off .TTU, and, although the »nlane sank, the crcw were
rescued by the Japancse .Lrny forccs on .TTU, Renlacements werc rcceived for
the twe nlones legt opcerationally. Of the three plancs lost duc to cnenmy
acti~rn, i.¢., bombardrnent on 8 Juzust, -nc nlanc sank and the other two were
damaged beyond renair and were left in KISKA, Coptein ITO denarted from
KISK.. »n 17 .ugust and rcturned te Jasan with the three remaining nlancs.

Captain ITO considcrcd scanlenc ﬁpur tions from KISKL very difficult
duc to weathcer. Their scarches were greatly rceduced in radius, 250 - 300
neutiecal rilos, duc to the extremc uncortainty of woather ot thelr basc,
Scarchcs over the sea werc flovm "econtect!, thosc aleny the island chein werce
flown "on ton®, The necan swell which set into KISKa HURBOR from the
northeast causcd them eonsiderzble trouble, but, in gitc »f many closc calls,
no damoge was causced tc his Hlenes duc to r ugh lendings in the swells,

He stetcd that the four U.S, scanlone moorings found in the lec »f North Head
viere of cxecllent quality. During rceonnaissancce missions Captain ITO's »lancs
navigated by dcad-reckrning end celestial nevigation, Althorugh they hed radio
diroctiﬁn finders in their »lancs, end radio beacons were in operction on KISKA

and ,ITU, rcliance w=8 nct placed in rodio beorings. Japanese forecs were

on cnly four islandss KISKA, ATTU, LITTLE KISK4 and 4AGATTU, Commender ITO's
flying boet unit ~nerated under ordcrs of Comrmander FIFTH Flect whose hcadquar-
ters were at OMIN,TO or P.RLMUSHIRO, The officer in command ashore at KISK.
wins the Commanding Officcr of No, 3 Soceicl Naval Landing Forece, Licutenant
Cormendcr MUKLT,
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Jo S. RUSSELL,
Captein, USN.
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