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“'THE

NIGHT ADVENTURER.

i
]

.—.ﬂmv“‘*""i

{M ":;";“-«ﬁILGO the ])cmm ﬂ,\‘qcﬂ' of t,his 1‘!}7 .
ftovy, was horn 'w ,[‘.ﬂavem,  confiderable mwnﬁ
in the kingdom Of Toledo, icum"l on.zha bunka

- of the Tagus, He was of nublo extrallion, pnd
blefied with a handlone foytunc + fubjedt, ine
deed, tu fome :rrmula-v fhuhts but fm.h a8 wete
only the dhém olf m(.uumc.h Lm'mﬁty H and of

.4 frenerous tompe:r. whlch pot liim apon thmm
uncommnh ‘among ' olliet men Nothing bug
aflli®ion had uppeared in bia, !amjfe from - hig
very infadéy.  Ilis futher way lc.:md im.a dued,
His mothey, tare grieved [or herlofy than gea
:«;4“)’ Abhs, wdamwm in our days, *wio ke
il @ ftay a year aitey (el Tthand's -death
befyre they marry again, wag ¥ hally, that
theie was fearce u week hebwoan 4he news pf
her widowhaod and her being ‘z\gd,m (il in the
bonds o natrimony, " o

Voi. 1. | ' n
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2 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER.

Id

Our hero was the youngeft of three brothers ;
the cldeft fo wholly addiGed to fencing, that,
by his continual handling of cold ivon, he loft
an eye; which might have been no finall ad-
vantage towards making him a good markfinan.
T'he fecond brother placed all his hopes on the
air, fur, being an excellent tennis. player, be
reclkoned to make his fottune that wdy 3 but,”
wmong all the other faults in that game, he
connmnitted one never to be retricved T e .
ving ovcrheated himielf, he fell into a fucurny,
of which he dicd, leaving the poor balls and
tackets deftitnte of a real fiiend, who lgved '
them above hielife. 1 his youngeft brother we
are to treat of, in his tender yeurs, was culled
plain Don Dicgo ; but, when prown up, fome
added the (urname of Fly-Light, and others cal-
led 1im Don Diego Love.Night 3 beaaule he
fied from light and only delighted in darknefs
At ten yeurs of age hc was put to the Latin
fhool, wherey though he advunced but little,
yct he had the good luck not to grow pedantic.
This fmall capacity was highlsr #=~nred by Fovi
tone, who tuok care of lum from his ciudid)™
Heurce wan he fixten years of age before he
was prefenied to fome church-livings, which
obliged him to relide at Toludo; a pleafing -
duty that compelled hiun to live in f, aciight{ul
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.8 place. Four years he continued under this

‘Yeftraint ; ; but as foon us he could reclon twen«

" ty years of 'age, neither iy duty, nop the many

charms of that beautifol city, which are fuch ag

would etigage the - moft airy difpofitions, - sould

in the leaft prevail upon his. He fo delighted

n rambling, that, td comply with his wanders

p ing inclination, he parted with his benefices,

s A1 *v;m to hinifelf fome: penfions out of them,

-mecn, together with his own citate, made up a-
bout five or fix hundred ponnds a-year.

He left “Toledo to fettle at Madrid, the ufual
reﬁdence of the Court of Spain; and made
chuice of . that fyarter qk' the town which belt -

- fuited with his BilniotF; being'a blind corner,
remote from the concourle of the people, where
he bought a houfe that had two feparate apayt-
ments,  The one of them he 'made choice of
tor h;mﬁ,lf fitting it up to his own cxtuwﬁgant
fancy ; withett, altering the other, which how-
ever he furdflcd very handfomely, to entertain

viengmrgggCamfion.  The upnetignt he
relerved for himdelf was contrival afcera very

‘odd manner. e pulled dowo the upper 0.
ries, and made it much lower than all the hou~
fes about it, that they might tuelter it from the
fun, which he mortally hated ; ke allo Qoppal
up all the windows that could adnit the lcaft

B2 !,
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elimpl; of day-liplt : 'The walls were hung with
Black Lo’ .., o5 condemmed by him to perpetu-

Lmaieuins, Lo fhort, it was nune like a tomb
ot the dead than a manlicn fur the living. He
Wesa paTonate lover of wufic, and delighted
in nothiug mnove than i finging to his guittar;
{u that, by continutl piaflice, he was become a
mat b foe the belt in1hat profefiion, IIc was ¢
farisfied with what he hud, dndammg ar” ey
of increnting xt‘ l*lwc 'm'l" ofM 't”‘k"‘i‘.ﬂu.-
rent fiom all the vell of man‘uud turning day
mto.night and night intu day. e never went
abioad tllic was quite dark, und as foon as
ever be difeoverad the Jufi dawmng of the day
be bafled home,

When g went to amble about the ﬂrccte,
though, in ‘the dwked nights, he took nothing
with him but bis fworl, a tapet hanging 1o his
it dI® aud fomethines a guitar in bis hand, 1n
thef* his midoight tavels, 1 ctuns threw in his

way feverad ollventures; which o ays proved

Meky enoush to him; at W
ofl’ with ailliunour, ‘
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ADVENTURE L

Asout the middle of January, Don Diego.
Love-Night took a fancy, near eleven at night,
.o ramble the firests of Madrid, playing on his
guittar, and at times finging fome diveriing airs
" to lis infirtment. He had not gone far from
i Aouie before he put himfelf into a poftare to
“ferenade a certain lady of his acquaintance;
but calling to mind that he had given her- that
diverfion feveral times before, and confidering
that malicious perfons might perhaps mifinter-
pret his innocent intentions, and lay fome ble-
mifh on the reputation of the perfon he defign.
‘ed to honour ; he went on, moving as flowly as
generally a man does who is going againft his
will. He paffed on from one fireet to another,
without any defign but to ufe exercile for, his
health, and to divert himfelf with finging and
playing on his guittar when the fancy took him.
I ing averied Deonfiderable part of Madvid,
when the clocks of the monafteries had juft
done ringing the rcligious to matins, which is
always at twelve, he found himfelf in a part of
" the town he was 'yet a ftranger to, and fhould
have taken it for the real manfion of the God

. B3
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of Silence, had not he ftumbled on a dog that
began to growl at him. At the fame time he
heard a window open, and fomebody hem, as it
were, to invite him to draw near. His heart
was too tender to withftand fuch a temptation,
fo that, ftopping fhort, and liftening witl: all his
attention, he heard thefe words fpoken with a
whifpering voice : “ If it be you who yefterday*
« Jeft this place with fuch tokens of the fatis-
* faction you had received, why do you comis -
“ {o late?” Don Diego, was fomewhat ltartléd
at this queftion, but, yielding to his natnral cu-
riofity, an(wered in the fame tone, * I am he,
“ open the door, and I will fatisfy you.” No
fooner lad he fpoken thefe words, but he heard
the door open, and fomebody faid to him,
# Come in foftly.” He did fo without hefita-
tion, or confidering what the confequence might
be, concluding fomething muft be veniured, ra-
ther than let flip fo favoprable an.opportunity,
as ne fancied Fortune htre offejed him, He -
was taken by the hand, fund liaving: been led
through feveral doors, inftead of theduving evi-
Lraces he expeded, he found himiJf bafely Taid
hold of behind, his artms tuken wwny, and
brought into a fpacious iot.m, where there were
two candles borning on the table. Then be
found himfclf in the hands of four able fellows,
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who, by their countenanccs, promifed him no
good ufage. Looking about, he {pied a vene-
rable old man, who, in an angry tone, dire&ting
his difcourfe to thofe who held -our adventurer,
faid, “*Why did you bring him before me alive?
* why did not you throttle him as he came in 2”
Then turning to the prifoner, * Barbarian,” faid
~he, «1 can never believe you are of noble ex-
. ¢ traction. Wicked man! What wrong could
“ this decrepit old age do you, that you fhould
¢ fully .its honour upon the brink of the.grave,
« where the moft infamous perfons defire to be
“ laid without taint or blemifh ! Ifyou had any
“ caule to thirflt after revenge upon me, why
“ did you not exercife it on this remainder of
“ life, which is now expiring, and not on my
“’reputation, which ought ta be everlafting ?
* But your defign was to treat me worfe than
“ an executioner would have done, depriving
“ me of two lives at once. You were fenfible,
“ that in ftriking at my reputation, you ftabbed
“ my heart. Your lult has done me a wrong
L of fych heinous nature, thatthough your life
Talls a facrifice to mé in this place, to atone
¢ for your offence, yet you will ever remain
« my debtor, and your death will rather ferve
% for a terror to others than be a fatistuction to
« me, But away with him, let his throat be
B a \
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% cut immediately, and his heart ripped out to
be thrown in his face, as a traitor. Yet ‘be-

¢ fore you carry him off, call in that mad wo-
“ man, that we may celebrate their nuptials
and funeral together.”

Whilft the old man paufed awhlle, after
fpcaking thefe words, in came a lady, whofe
eyes and countenance were fo full of charmig,™
that as foon as Don Diego fpied her, -all the
~ terrors of death he had conceived by the dread- -
ful decree of his ancient judge, were difpelled,
and gave way to the fatisfattion of admiring
that beautiful obje@. On'the other hand, the
lady fecing that firanger in the hands of her
brothers, was fo furprifed and concerned, that !
Ytier blood, flying up to her face, added much -
luftre to her natural perfe@ion. Her father and
brothers were amazed, and the prifoner ftood in
a rapture. There let us leave them awtiile in -
that perplexity, to difcover whence it proceed-
cd.

A certain gentleman, whofe name was Don
Frederick, fo great a darling.of Nature ] les
tune, that they [cemed to contend who fli nld
heap the greateft favours on him ;' the lhiites
huving made him mafler of a moft pliuttful e
ftate, and the former derived him from 4 noblc

family, and endowed him with a generouy foul,
‘ .

-
-

H)



" THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 9
virtuous inclinations, and a graceful perfon:
This gentleman was paflionately in love with
the beauty, wit, and perfeCtions of Fenicia, the
lady we laft fpoke of, who, as the triumphed in
the conquefts fhe had gained over the moft ac.
complithed perfons about the court, fo was fhe
herfelf fubdued by the viGory fhe had gained
over Don Frederick ; either that fhe had ob-
ferved more worth in him, or that there was a
greater {ympathy between their fouls.

They had managed this mutual affe®ion with
fuch fecrecy, that her father and brothers,

-though they obferved her a@ions moft narrow-
ly, could never difcover the leaft token of their
tamiliarity. Buat as it is a matter of the greateft
difficulty to fecure a happinefs.whicbh is in the
power of another, who only ftudies how to de-
ftroy it, fo was this difappointed and cut off,
when leaft expecled, by the cunning and falfe-
hood of Frederick ; for after a long counterfeit
fliow of conflancy, attended with many fpecious
expreflions of a fincere atlecion, he obtained

laft favour of Fenicia, under a verbal pro-

F of marriage. No fooner had he gained

\ins glorious conqueft, and by its amorous wealth
been plentifully rewarded for his many fighs
and tears, but he made Fenicia fenfible, by ma.
py figns, that he had not the value for her fhe

BS\.



30 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER,

deferved ; and fhe perceived by .his behaviour
that fhe had but too much caufe to repent of
what fhe had done. In fine, fhe difcovered fo
much coldnefs and fo much impatience in him
to be gone, after the accomplithment of his will,
that fhe began to miftruft” his performing the
proteftations he had made her., When he was
gone, fhe began to reflect on the fault the had
committed, and to apprehend fhe was deluded
by Frederick ; defpair feized her heart, and fhe
was in a labyrinth of confufion, The remaina
ing part of the night, and the next day, the was
fo troubled with the thoughts of this affair, that
at night, when the time drew near about which
Frederick was to return, fhe refolved, though
not without much difficulty, to make known
her misfortune to her father and brothers, to
prevent more fatal confequences ; that in cafe
Trederick would break his promife, and not
fiand to his word, they might advife together
of the' means to compel him., '

They were no, firangers to Don Frederick’s
name or quality, but they knew not his perf
This both incenfed and confounded, them ;‘
they loft not.much time in confulting, or bC3
wailing their misfortune, but confidering the
diftemper was delperate, they refolved tq‘ appiy*
a defperate remedy, and to treat Don Fredes
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Tick, as, through miftake, they were now going
to ufe the innocent Don Diego. Fortune de.
figning to make her fport of him, brought him
under Fenicia’s windows, juft at the time fhe
was upon the watch, expe&ting the approach of
Tier ungrateful lover; her trouble, and the dark-
" nefs of the night, made her incapable of dittin.
guifhing betwixt the true perfon and the falfe,
As foon as fhe heard fhe thought it was Frede-
rick, and upon that notion fpoke thofe words
which charmed poor Don Diego, and engaged

him in the danger where we left him.
Fenicia’s father and brothers were refolved
. to make Frederick marry her, either by his con-
feat or by force ; or at leaft to wath out the
ftain he had laid on their honour with his blood.
However, for the better managing of the affair,
and left Frederick fhould take a prejudice to
Fenicia, they agreed {he fhould pretend not to
have difcovered the fecret ; and that as it were
to excule and refcue him out of the hands of
her brothers, the thould pofitively affirm, that
as none of the perfon who was with her the
trht before ; that fo he might imagine their
1amiliarity had been difcovered by the indifs
Betion or falfehood of a fervant, who was.in.

tufted with the fecret of their love.
Thus Fenicia, ftartled to fee a perfon un«
B 6.



12 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER.

known to her taken in the fnare fhe had lid
{or Frederick, inflead of the di{ﬁmulation and
artifice concerted among them, delivered her-\
felf with all poffible fincerity, faying, « Brothers,,
“ you are miftaken ; this man you ufe {oill, and
“ wrong fo much, is none of the perfon you:
“ look for. This is not F rederick, Good God?
 what a prodigious fcandal is this after fo gyea
* a misfortune. I confefs I tranfgrefled moft
* heinoufly the laft night, and brought a great
“ {candal upon your reputation; but now ous
# fhame will be mude known, fince we have
% acquainted this man with it, who will never
+ fail to divulge it.” ,

The. brothers were amazed to hear her, and
whifpered vne anotheg; “ How notably fhe dif- .
“ fembles, fhe does it as if fhe fpoke truth.”
She perceiving their double mifluke, endeavour?
¢d all the could to undeceive them, by repeat-
ed oaths and proteflations, till at laft they be-
gan to guze upon one anather, without fpeuka
ing a word, as nut knowing" what to think of
that bufinefs. Don Die;o, on the other hiyd
confirmed Feniciay affertions, alleging they 1o
him for another, for be had never beeiv nti
their houfe before ; that his name was Dot It
ego, and he belonged to the clergy, and khered
fore incapable of marrying ; whereupon hd yull-

. t




THE NIGHT ADVENTURER.\

ed out of his pocket fome letters and other pa-
pers, which proved the truth of his words. The
old man, father to Fenicia, was highly incenfed
¢ his daughter, as the caufe of all thefe unluc-
ky accidents.

Love-Night by this time began to breathe
more freely, believing he might now expe& to
be reftored to his liberty ;. but fortune being re-
folved to make trial of his courage, charged him

" again with frefh terrors, Fenicia’s brothers in a
rage to be thus impofed upon, and at this un.
known perfon’s being made acquainted with

' their fhame, confulted together how to remedy
this inconveniency 3 and their debate being near
Dun Diego, he could hear them talk of murder-
iqg him, the eldeft making the propofal, and the
reft confenting to it. * We are unfortunate,”
faid he,  in all our undertakings ; we have dif-
“ covered all our fhame before this man, who

¢ will tet it abroad everywhere as foon as it is

“ day, to revenge the affront we have offcred

* him, There is no ftopping here, let us pro-

macced : We will lead him out, now it is night,

o fome by-place ncar the town wall, and
" cut his throat at the door of fome bawdy-

oufe, it will never be known who commit~

ted the fa¢t; and thus we may fecure our.

# felves aguinit the difgrace our\qunily might
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« lic under.” Some debates arofe upon this
bloody propofa] but at length they all confent.
ed to it,

Don Diego ftill fpoke not a word, hoping, ¥
they carried him out of the houfe without hold-
ing, he might either fave himfelf by his heels
flying, or by his hands defending himfelf ; but
the defign being made known to the good uld
. man by the moft compaffionate of the conipi-
rators, he drew near Don Diego with his fword
in his hand, and trembling, faid to him, “ Sir,
“ 1 repofe more confidence in your difcretion
“ than my fons can do in your death. . Be-
* gone, in the name of God; fear no more
“ harm than what has been already done you.
“ 1 beg your pardon, and heartily entreat you
¥ to pity my juft forrow, and to grant that the
* infamy of my houfe may ever lie buried ll;l_ﬂ
" the fecrecy of your generous heart.”

This faid, he reftored him his fword and guit-
tar, both taken from him at his coming in; and
leading him, without any. noife, to the ftrcet
door, offered to fend fomebody to wait op his
as far as he pleafed. Don Diego retur
thanks, and prowifed he would never man
known to any perfon the misfortune &f
houfe. Having efcaped this imminent d4nge
he made a vw to be lefs curious for the future,
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and never to go into a place he did not know;
but he kept not his promife ; for when a man
1s once out of the mire, he never thinks of it
again. He direted his courfe homeward, and
finding himfelf ftill under fome diforder, pro-
cceding from the fright he had been put .into,
he thought fit to allay it with mufic; and ac-
cordingly, after fome harmonious difcords ftruck
upon his guittar, that infirument allowing of as
many difcords as concords, he feconded it with
his voice, finging as follows :

SON C.
L
As foon as fair Aurora wakes,
And fpreads her blufthes red as fire,

His journey brighter Phacbus takes,
Your beauty to admire.

1L
Your eyes the glorious ftars outfhine,
" Their rays afford us warmth and light,
Your prefence makes the day divine, *
Your abfence difmal night.
III.
No planet will pretend to fhow
His head, when once your beams appear ;
All then is here ferene below,

And all above is clear,
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1v.

The fun to Jove does oft complain,
.And at your mighty pow’r repines,
For that your eyes light land and maix,

And breed the gold i mines.

V.
The heav’ns, which life to all things give, .
Admire their workmanthip in you ;
But th’ envious moon in. fpite docs grieve,
And mourns in {fable hue.

VI.
The lilies, touch’d by your fair hand,
Do bluth to think they’re not fo white,
Rofes look pale, when near you ftand,
And fhame them with your fight..

VIIL
All thefe perfc&i('ms, all thefe charms,
Ungrateful coynefs will deftroy,
Unlefs you yicld to Cupid’s arns,
And his delights enjoy.

VIIL

Then do not pradtifc how to fcorm,
But all difdainful tinoughts TeInove,

The man to worlhip you'w;'xs bora,
Him you were born to love,

»  As he concluded his fong, he foutul lnmd
at his own door ; and at the fame tine Jpred ™

moan, who hilj followed bim clof: at the Leelt

’
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all the way from Fenicia’s houfe, and, ftepping
up to him, faid, * A word with you, Sir.” Don
Diego was fomewhat furprifed at this fight, be-
lieving it was one of Fenicia’s mad brothers,
who, coitrary to his father’s command, was
come to execute the fentence there pronounced
again(t him, and by that means to make known
the difhonour of his family ; becaufe in all Jike-
lihood whatfoever pafled betwixt them could
not be dohe without noilfe. However, fecing
but one fingle man, he would not roufe any of
his fervants, left he might think he was afraid,
or fulpe he defigned bim foul play. He went
boldly up to him, with his fword in his hand,
but not drawn, becaufe the other had not yet
" declared himfelf an enemy ; and afking what
bufinefs he had with him, underfiood he was
¥rederick, that fortunate lover, who had tri-
umphed over Fenicia’s honour, and having been
engaged in fome bufine(s of high confequence,
could not repair to her till juft Don Diego was
coming out. This accident had flartled ‘him
* very much, as believing that none but himfelf
s il admittance into that houfe, which o¢cafion-
- L a jealoufy in him, and refolving to clear his
1dubts, he had followed Love-Night, to difco-
‘y’%'er who he was; till feeing him juft ready to
go into his houlfe, he called upon him to fatisfy
his curiofity.
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Urged on by jealoufy, he forgot all civility
upon this occafion ; fo that as foon as Don Di-
ego was turned to him, he urged him to draw
with fome abufive language Love-Night, pro-
voked by his infolent words, threw down his
guittar on the ftones, which returned a found as
if it complained of his unkindnefs. This done,
e immediately put himfelf into a pofture to
chaftife the rathnels of his adverfary, whom he -
foon made fenfible that he was better fkilled at
his weapons than he, or at leaft more fortunate,
for Frederick wanted neither {kill nor courage.
Don Diego preffed hard upon him, and gave
him two home thrufts, which were a {ufficient
good proof of the ftrength of his arm, and made
him drop, crying out, * I am a dead man.”
Love-Night feeing him in this deplorable con-
dition, and almoft fpeechlefs, took pity on his
misfortune, called up his fervants, had hght
brought out, and removed the unhapp :
man into that apartment of his I
refeived for ftrangers. There he Wi
good bed, though then he feemed:
for the grave. A pricft and furgeds
for, who both performed the duty of
tion almoft at the_ fame time.
man coming to himfelf, owned his i
claring he had been the aggreflor, [
adverfary. Don Diego, o0 the othe
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ing willing to calm Don Frederick’s thoughts,
and remove the ill impreflion he had received
ag to Fenicia’s fidelity, gave him the whole hi-
ftory of the danger he had been in at her houfe,
on his account, being taken for him, and in the
utmoft hazard of lofing his life at the hands of
her father arid brothers. When he had ended
his relation, he reprefented to him how perfidi-
ous an action it would be to deceive fuch a
beautiful lover, who had fuflered herfelf to be
perfuaded by his_fair words, and to be con-
quered by his merit. ~ In fhort, he charged it fo
home to his confcience, and fpoke fo feelingly
to his foul, fhowing the wrong he did to fo
many perfons, and the danger he run in having
four brothers for his profecfled enemies, that he
prevailed with him to proteft, in the prefence
of all that were there, that he would perform
his promife made to Fenicia as foon as reco-
vered.

Heaven heard and fcconded this juft vow ;
for from that moment he began vifibly to reco-
s ver, and not Jong after was as good as his word,
To this effect he defired Don Diego, with whom
" he had contracted a fingular fricndfhip, to go
vifit Fenicia from him, and give her frefh aflu-
rances of his fidelity ; ftill referving it to him.
felf to give her an account fome other time of
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the encounter betwixt them, for fear the fhoiild.
be in trouble about his recovery. Love-Night
thought it a great happinefs that he was pitch.
ed upon to deliver {o pleafing a meflage to the
lady. - iy

He went to her houfe, and found her labour-
ing under the greateft affliction, becaufe fhe had
never heard of her Frederick fince fhe refigned -
up her honour to bim. She was fick a-bed, and
her father in the fume condition, both of them
overwhelmed with grief, begging of Heaven,
what was not in the power of man to grant,
which was either death, or the retrieving of
their honour. Fenicia’s four brothers, enraged
at the aflront they thought all the world could
read on their faces, hearing no news of the per-
fon who had fo difhonoured them, believed he
had abfented himfelf, and upon this fuppe €tion
relolved to difperfe themlfelves, and to go L | .
veral places, in hopes to meet and takes
revenge for theiv wrong.

As Fenicin and her father were diieon
bout their difafler, defpairing' of evér
ing any fatisfa&lion, Love-Night ¢
chamber with a joyfal éountenance
tified the good news he brought
doubt Lut the two fick perfons were
{te Lim, as not knowing what defign'eo
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 him thither. To cafe them of their pain and
.anxiety, he fuccin@ly related the occafion of his
vifit, and gave them fuch affurances of the truth

. of his words, that Fenicia and her father, ravifh-
ed with excefs of joy, believed this was fome
miracle or enchantment, confidering that the

« perfon, whom, but a few days before, they
would have put to death, was now.come to re-
ftore them to life. They received him as an
angel, 'and returned thanks to Heaven for ha-
ving pitied their misfortunes. TFrom that time ‘
Fenicia recovered her former graces, which had
- fuffered much by her afflilions, the good old
man revived, and Frederick, being perfeitly cu-
ved, went with Don Diego to ratily the promife
he had brought from him. Iis prefence gave
Tevicia frefh life, and he faluted her father as a
fon-in-law, and her as his bride. Meflengers
were inftantly fent to recal her brothers, who
being fummoned to be prefent at the recovery
of their honour, hafted to Madrid. Frederic? 8

_kindred and friends were invited, and, be a ge-
neral confent, their nuptiuls were celerated, to
* the fatisfadtion of all pn,mes concerr:d ;3 wherg
Don Diego was honoured as a pincipal gueft,
for having been the chief cuufe of that happy
{uccefs.
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- ADVENTURE: IL.

Tue memory of paflt accidents might have
. been a fufficient warning to Don Diego for the
fecuring of his future quiet; but the dangers
he had efcaped could not reftrain him from
continuing his extravagant cuftoms. The glory
he had acquired by his ..x efcape made him
hope he fhould be no lefs fuccefsful in other ad-
ventures. After the marriage of Frederick he
ftaid at home fome time, in'dulging fuch com-

mendable diverfions as other men are wont to

take; but foon gave way again to his unruly
temper, Amazor’s good advice being of no force
to reftrain him.

This Amazor was a perfan of learning and
expericnce, under whofe tuition Don Diego
had fpent fome part of his younger years, awnd
learned all he knew of literature and civil con.
Vefation. Nor was he to blame, though he
had .t been more fuccefsful in his pupil. us
baving 1ever omitted any thing in his po&m to
vefirain hia ; but it jevelifaoft impoffible for hu-
man forefigh. to ggl the afcendant over g mind
fo much addiced {o jts perverfe habits a* thht
of Don Diego. Amazor neverthelefs rfulv-
ed to make _énothe; trial, and endeavour by

’
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new perfuafions to fubdue that rebellious tem-
per. He waited for a fair opportumty, and dxf.
courfed him after this manner:

_“ Don Diego,”. faid he, “ you give me juft
-« occafion to reckon myfelf the moft unfortu-
“ nate of all men of my profefion. After fo
“ many years fpent in your company ; after {o
“ many admonitions and .remonﬁranc;es as It .
“ have made, and {fo many examples as I have
. % laid before you, 1 muft ftill be reproached :
# with not having been able to correct the per- .
« yerfe inclinations of your infuncy, as not ha-
¢ ving led you in the paths of virtue. Muft I
¢ lofe the juft reward I could hope for my la-
“ bours in making you a good man? Shall I,
¢ inftead of that due reward, fee myfelf expofed
“ to the refle@ions of all that either fee or hear
« of the unaccountable life you lead, who will
“ charge me with negle& in employing that lit-
¢ tle {kill I have in educating youth? But lay-
“ing afide what concerns me, have not you
“ fenfe enough to perceive that you are the
“.fport of all companies, and the fcorn of all
“ your equals? Do notyou obferve that every
“ body rails at the extf%fg\pt and ridiculous
4 way you have found of pafttag away your life,
"¢ {o different from the reft of mankind? It may
'_‘ truly be faid you are of -a black and dark dif-

3
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s« pofition, fince it makes you hate and fhun
“ day-light, which is fo pleafing to all the world, -
« Were there any pretence to excufe this mad-
“ nefs ; had you any amlorous intrigues to pre-.
“ vail with you to love the darknefs of the-
“ night as you do, none would ‘wonder at it ;.
“ nay, you would be thought difcreet, as fup-
“ pofing you made ufe of that time to conceal
“ your affections, and prevent the fcandal they -
* might give; but to Ui yourfelf, without
“ any occafion, to be led away by fo.unreafona
“ able a humour, which is prejudicial to your
“ health, and hourly expofe your life to dan-
“ gers, as appears by -your laft adventure, is too
“ vifible a madnefs, and which cannot 'any way
“ be palliated. 1If you continue any longer
“ thefe extravagant night rambles, you will
« foon be involved in fome deplorable misfor-
“ tune, and perhaps lofe both your life and ho-
“ nour, which is a double death. The affection
“ I have aiways bore you, obliges me to give
% you this one admonition more, that-if afrer it
* you come to any difatter, as yoy uxe in the
“ ready way to it, none may have nccafion te
“ fay, you wanfgd"z'z&rice and admonitions to
“ give over, byrarher that it may be known |
“ you were the only caufe of your own calami.’ !
“ties. Foy my own part, I quit you and your 3
4 )
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“ houfe; I will not be a witnefs to the mifchiefs '
“ that threaten you, nor fee my time, labour,
« and inftruions, fo ill beftowed.” S

This faid, he made to the door to be gone,
and leave the houfe ; but Don Diego interpo-
fed, endeavouring to ftop him. Thus they ftrug-
gled together through affe@ion, not in anger.
At laft Don Diego promifed to reform, and fol.
low his advice. - A< a proof of his fincerity, he
laid by his arms, and for two days led quite an-
other' fort of life than he was wont to do, like.
the relt of mankind, making ufe of night and
«day, according to the courfe of nature. But
this method being a conflraint upon his hu-
mour, the very third night he began to repent
him of well-doing, and, being reftlefs in his bed,
to detelt Amazor’s feverity ; calling him a fran.
tic pedant, a tyrannic ufurper over his liberty,
and a thoufand other opprobrious names. Thus
was he diverting himfelt whep he heard a coach
in the fireet, which ilopping near his houfe,
gave him the opportunity of delighting his ears
with the mufic of alute. Hc got up and went
to the window, and foWa charming voice,
which feemed to'be a womggs, fang to the in-
flrument as follows 1=

G



6

THE NIGHT ADVENTURER.

SONG.

L
Go nimble thought, take flight
To him that has my heart,
Afk why he fhuas my fight,
To him my griefs impart.

* 1L
Fly thought, and quickly find
The iffue of my fate,

‘Whether he ftill is kind,
Or now begins to hate.

IIL

See if he does not fhare’

That heart which fhould be mine, |
With any other fair,

Whom now he thinks divine.

1v.
Then back to me apaiu,
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or at leaft might have done fo. Slhe was-a
friend to, and under the protection of our ad-
venturer, and therefore he carefully obferved
every word that might oflend her. This put
him again into another fit of curfing Amazor’s
advice. He dreflfed himfelf in a hurry, laid hold
of his target and fivord, made by the famous
Hernandez of Toledo, and without ftaying to
button his coat, or tic up his garters, flew out
of his houfe like lightning, to find out the
perfon that had fung that fcandalous lampoon
upon his neighbour. He was fo enraged, that
though the coach was then got far off, he foon
overtook it, all in a fiveats He never gave over
‘calling out till he made the conchman ftop, and
then let fly fuch a peal of foul lnnguage agninft
thofc who were in it, that had they not been
lewd people, and ufed to fuch fulutes, much
blood muft have been {hed. They, inflead of
falling into a paffion, Jatghed heartily, and
broke many jefts upon his phrfon, his words,
and the drefs he was in, and bilding the coac(x-|
man drive on, left Don Diego quite befide him.
{elf, and out of breath, s paflion had fo heat-
ed him. However, he had @il firenyth and
2 Solly enough to run after the caach, and ob-
ferve where it ftopped, defigning tay ke a mare
¥ onvenient time to feek his fatifuction, with lefs
. ' C2
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danger to himfelf, and more difgrace to her who
had done the wrong.

Let us now unravel this myftery, dnd difco-
ver who thefe perfons were, for the better un-
derftanding of our ftory. The lady whom Don
Diego prote&ted, was Carcelia, and fhe who
came tg provoke her, Fauftina, both of them fo
much alike in their life, cuftoms and condition,
that what was faid in'’commendation or di{praile
of the one might be fitly applied to the other.
. Don Diego, upon this occafion, fhowed his wit
and art, for he found means to get a copy of
thofe fatirical verfes, the contents whereof had
fo nettled Carcelia, and thought that changing
the name of Carcelia into that of Fauftina,
they would be fulliciently altered, and fhe be a-
bundantly mortified with her own weapons. In
fhort, he had juft caufe to admite his projeét ;.
for, reading the verfes, he found them fo pat to
his purpofe, that he fufpected the author of
them had given a good proof of his malicious
wit ; for, under pretencé of falling foul on Car-
celia, he abufed Fauflina in th. higheft degree,
inaking her own tongue and véice the inflru- u
ments to publifs her fewdnefs, and otlyervives
of her irregulur Lite. | :

Don Du.go imparted his defign to fome per-

fons much better difpofed to purfue any itmv” *
rJ
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dalous undertaking, than to approve of fuch as
was virtuous. They heightened his paffion,

magnifying the wrong, and offered to have a
fhare in executing his revenge. In this grave
council it was decreed, that they would give a
{erenade with all forts of ridiculous inftruments,
which were two fow-gelder’s horns, two tinker’s
whittles of feveral fizes, two cracked bells, two
rattles of diflerent magnitudes, two guittars, and
two fiddles out of tune, without frets, and play-
ed on by unikilful hands, and fome kettles, ane
bigger than another, to make the more com.
plete fet of mufic,

., Ttem, That there fhould be a dialogue com-
pofed in verfe, to be fpoken by two young men,
the one reprefenting Fauftina, and the other her
filter Popea, clothed as near their ordinary ha-
bit as might be,

That the fubje of the dialogue fhould be a
faJling out between the two fifters, by which
means they might expofe the truth of their fcan-
dalous life.

. That this dialogue ﬂmuld be got by heart by
fuch as had a ftrong Ywice, and could pronounce
it diftin@ly.

That there fhould be feveral formal rehear-
fals of it, before the folemn dayy, for fear of he-

' ing out.
C3
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That Don Diego fhould provide a comical
trivmphal chariot, of the nature of thofe ufed
in Shrovetide, which was to be all befet with
lighted flambeaux, the better to fhow.the per-
fons wiihin ; the faid open chariot to ferve for .
theatre to recite the dialogue.

That the chariot fhould be placed before Fau-
flina’s windows, thich {he fhould be obliged to
open by fair or foul means, that fhe might not
pretend to be ignorant of the afitont done
her. .o
Amidft {fo many madmen met in confultation,
there happened to be one wifer than the reft,
who ufed a thoufand good arguments to divert
them fronr this folly, reprefenting the fcandal it
would give ; but there being nobody to fecond
him, his good advice was rewarded with a ge-
neral laughter, and he for ever banifhed their
fociety. Next they made choice of the beft
poet in the company to compofe the dialogue,
which was ftuffed with all the ribaldry-and in-
famous abufive language his mufe could infpire,
to the great fatisfudlion of Don Diego and his
aflociates, S

This importang and gove declamation requi-
ring to be wcll connad, there were abundance
of merry m‘?ﬁngs, fuppers and collations, - to
this purpefe,’ at Don Dicgo’s houfe, and at his
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expence, wherein Bacchus was always prefident
inftead of Apollo. When all thefe choice ac-
tors had got their parts, and were prepared to
play their droll; Don Diego would have them
make the laft rehearfal in the prefence of Car-

‘celia, who, with many other nymphs of her

own ftamp, repaired to his houfe; where after a
plentiful collation, fhe prefided at this folemn
act, and gave her advice where fhe thought any
thing might be added or left out of this infolcat
piecce of revenge, which fhe looked upon as a
juft punithment. The work having ftood this
wife cenfure, and being judged fit to appear in
public, it was ordered to be performed the next
night without any further delay, for fear the fe.
cret thould be divulged, and come to the know-
ledge of the parties concerned, who being back:
ed by the power of their protectors, that ‘Were
great and numerous, might not only difappoint
the projeét, but make examples of the con.
trivers..

About midnight they bégan to provide all
the inftruments defigned for this hellifh fere-
nade, but without a?m}.\noife, theif intention be-
ing not to diflurb any Qody, bt fuch as had the
ill fortune to live near éneugh the ladies men-
tioned in the dialogue, for whom the entertain.
ment was contrived. The ridiculous machine

Caq
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of the triumphal chariot began to move, being

drawn by fix ftately courfers, commonly called

porters, who, coming near the end of the:r jour-

ney, quite {pent with toil and thirft, found all

theii labour was in vain, and their progrefs dif-

appointed, the end of the ftreet where their bu-

finefs lay being barricadoed. The cafe was;

that a gentleman of the greateft quality, who

lived in that ftreet, being dangeroufly ill, had;
with the magiftrates leave, caufed pofts to be fet

up in the ftreet with rails acrofs them, to- hinder _
‘carriages paffing that way, and difturbing his

reft. Don Diego and his gang made.a hal,

and after.beftowing a plentiful peal of curfes a<

gainft the rails, refolved to force them, and go

through with their enterprifet This was foon
tdone ; for every man putting his hand to the

-work, they had it all down in a moment,

The machine was now near the place where
ithe feurrilous droll was to be aced,- when' the
fick gept]eman s fteward arrived,’ attended by
the chief of the fervants, who' had been at the
apothecary’s for fome medicines they had been
to fee preparel, accordm{ to the doctor’s pre-
feription.  They; mucl funpmfcd to find the
barrier thrown down, dnd to hear fuch a dread-
ful noife in the ftreet, went up to the likelieft
perfons in. the gang, and very courteoufly ac:
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quainted them, that their mafter was very fick,
that he was fuch a man of quality, and there.
fore defired them to withdraw without making
any more noife. Thofe who heard this account
could return no anfwer till they had firft con.
fulted Don Diego as their chief ; who being cal-
led to them, put them off with good words,
which took no effet. As foon as the fervants
were got into their houfe, Don Diego’s compa-
nions began to clear up their inftruments, mak-
ing fuch a hellifh noife as alarmed all the ftreet,
The poor fick gentleman, who had his phyfi
cian-watching by him, inquiring what {udden
ftorm this was, his fervants told him what they
had met. Immediately all the fervants were
called. up, footmen, grooms, coachmen, und all
the reft, who were very numerous; and under-
ftanding the infolency committed againft the
refpet due to their mafter, and the regard to
his indifpofition, prepared to go lay thofc tur-
bulent {pirits by dint of {words, of halberts, and
all other weapons that came to hand, and paf-
yfion provided. In this pofture they fullied out’
upon them, and til flambeaux being lighted,
and the dialogue begillfing, they made direétly
to the chariot, which théy-broke in pieces, over-
turning all that were in it.  Don Dieygo and his
guard came up immediately to their refcue, and
Cs
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there enfued a furious fray, many heads broken,
and limbs maimed on both fides. Having thus
_vented their choler, they parted by confent, and
every one carried off the blows he had got.
Fauftina and Popea, who were at their win.
dows, being informed that this wonderful con~
cert was provided for them, returned joyfully
to bed, for having' been fo glorioufly revenged,
without knowing any thing of the matter. How-
ever, their joy was not lalling ; for fo great was.
the authority of the fick gentleman, their neigh-
bour, that he, underftanding that their infumous-
life was the caufe of thofe night difturbances,.
complained to the magiftrates, who banifhed:
.them the court; and thus the fecond affront
was worfe than the firt. Some of the comba-
tants on both fides were fecured and fined
Don Diego, who was the contriver of all this.
trouble, {lipt his ncck out of the balter, pree
tending hc was to be tricd by another court,
and having powerful friends; for, exceptin
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" ADVENTURE IIL

-A-MAZOR, vexed within “him{Lif at this fecond
mad adventure of Don Diego, and finding he
was delivered' from the purfuit of the officers,
though not without much trouble, and many
weary fteps, refolved to.rid himfelf of all the
vexation his pupil’s extravagancy gave him.
He apprehended the world laid all Don Diego’s
follies to his charge, as having been his tutor;
and therefore to, clear himfelf from that falfe
imputation, thought himfelf obliged to with.
draw from his company, that he might give a
public demont{tration of his diflike to that dif-
orderly courfe of life. He jacquainted Don °
Diego with his defign, who was not now of the
fame mind he had been before, when he made
the fame propofal; but inflead of endeavouring
to diffuade, and oppofe his departure, ashe did
the other time, now gave him his way, and told
Ahim very coldly4That he was his own malfter,
“ anc{l? might do asske ghoggbt fit.” Amazor
furprifed to be thus tgken at INs word, was ob-
liged in honour to do ;?he fuid, and went oft
accordingly. Very few days were pait, be.
fore he perceived that his pofitivenefs coft him
G o
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dear ; he knew not before what it was to live
upon his own, nor was he fenfible of being main-
tained by another; whilt he enjoyed it, -he
thought nothing of it; for we never truly un-
derftand the value of things till we have loft
them.’

Being weary of thefe burdens, and willing to
be eafed of them, he applied -himfelf to fome
perfans of note, who had an influence over Don
Diego, to reconcile him to his pupil again, and
get him reftored to his houfe in the fame con- -
dition he was before. It was a difficult matter
to obtain this favour, unlefs to Amazor’s difad-
vantage; for it was upon condition that he
fhould lofe the authority of a tutor, that every -
one might live after his own fafhion ; that there
thould be a liberty of behaviour, and that one
fhould not find fault with what the other did.
For the better performance of thefe articles, A
was to lodze in a different part of the
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proficient, even among the beft mafters ; and it
being a certain rule, that like inclinations pro-
duce friendfhip, he became familiarly acquaint-
ed with a young lady, fo perfe@ly fkilled in
mufic, that fhe might be reckoned a tenth mufe.
He engaged himfelf fo deep-in her affection, and
fo entirely devoted himfelf to it, that he quite
forgot all his other affairs. Whatfoever proofs
he could give her of his paffion, yet he ncfer
obtained any other favour from her than what
‘modeft converfation would allow ; and that al-
ways before other women. He fpent a whole
{pring and fummer in this purfuit, and yet the
autuman afforded him no harveft; he always
hoped, but nothing came of it.

This lady, whofe name was Sirena, a name
{uitable to her inclinations, was married to 2
man of quality and honour; but fo wonderful
jealous, that whatfoever he imagined feemed to
him moft certainly true. A long journey which
“had kept him a confiderable time from Madrid,
gave Don Diego fufficient opportunity to make
effes, and Sirena the opportumty of di- -

and’s return ﬂxe-ams'\mﬂh abridged of her
liberty. She gave Dor Diego notice of it, de-
fiving he would refrain from walking about her
houfe, as he did continually, fovr fear her hul
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band fhould take notice of it 3 and appointed
him to meet her the following night at ten
o’clock, in the next houfe to her own, which:
belonged to a neighbour, her confident, where
they might difcourfe freely of the means of
continuing their friendfhips; and that he might.
not miftake the place of rendezvous, there fhould-’
be fomebody in the fireet to direé him.

®Don Diego received this meffage with a great
deal of joy, thinking what he had fo long hoped
for was at lengrh come to pafs, and that Sirena
would now beftow on him the reward his long
fervices had deferved. ‘When the hour was
come, the gallant dreffed himfelf to the beft ad-
vantage, that he might make the better appear-
ance ; and provided himfelf with defenfive arms-
againtt all accidents. He walked out in a very
hafty manner, for fear of coming lat to the
place appointed ; but when he came thither,
and faw nobody in the firect to dire® him what
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defired him to come again two hours after.
Thele words went to his heart, for he expeted
to have met with better entertainment ; but af-
ter paufing awbile, he concluded that Sirena
could not but comply fo far with her hufband, .
and therefore, like her, he'muft refolve to have
patience, and expe& her return, which to him.
feemed an age off. He endeavoured to divert .
his uneafinefs, walking backwards and forwards,.
and at length dilcovered another man in the
fame fort of motion, waiting to fpeak to a lady
* in the neighbourhood of Sirena. Don Diego:
refolved to.leave him a clear ftage, for fear of
beimg knawn, and giving fcandal ; for he was a-
dilcreet lover, and accordingly walked away to
Luthe Prado, or the meadows without the town,.
to wait the time appointéd him. The air prov.
ing cooler than ufual, and the night darker,
made the place all hufhed and folitary ; for
though that is the place to whicli all the gen-
tlemen and ladies go a-airing, there was no
_body in it then, becaufe it was midnight, Here
he bad Lifure to, divert his thoughts, without
/feaunﬁ be diflurbed or incommoded. by any
pafling by. He walked twice the whole length.
of the place, fetching large fteps, and hailily, as
" if that had any way fhortened the time fet him
to return 3 and when he was upon the point of
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going off, h . heird far
from him, who f{po you.
“ be fo falfe, thou fouly -
“ as to bring me hit " Don

- Diego pitying her, obferved from whence thofe
doleful-accents came; and without thinking of
his appointed return, made up thither with his
target in one hand, and his {fword in the other,
- to fuccour the perfon that feemed to be in fuch
danger. He had fcarce gone twenty fteps, be-
fore he met with a coach drawn by. a pair of
horfes, fhut on the one fide, and open onthe
other, and at a little dilance a man_a-foot, and
a woman kneeling before him. The man hear-
ing fomebody approach her, went to meet hiny
with fword in hand. ¢ Stand,” faid he to Don
Diego. “ Do you fland,” replied Diego bold-
ly, ¢ and know.that I come to punifth you for
“ your bafenefs towards that poor woman, who
* has no other defence but her tears, which are
“ powerful en
* unknown to
“ miove you.”
concerned, ret
Don Diego pu
it, cach endea
verfary ; but
or move fortun
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upon -another, which laid him flat, crying,
“ Sweet Jefus help me, I am a dead man;” and
{0 he fainted away, . Don Diego immediately
‘ran to take up the woman, who dropped down
for grief, conceived at the laft words fhe heard
him utter that would have killed her, belisving
he was dead; for whether fhe apprehended
fome ill confequence of that accident, or that
fhe really loved the man, Don Diego found her
in a {woon, and quite fenfclefs. Ic¢ took her
up, put her into the coach, and playing the
part_of a coachman, drove dircétly to his own
houfe, where he beat up Amazor, who lay in
his own apartment, made him rife and core out
without a candle, for fear the neighbours fhould
fee any thing. They both together laid the
" woman on a bed, without calling any fervant
to their affillance, becaufe there is no fecret,
where fuch are concerned. Then Don Diego
faid to Amazor, « Here is 2 woman I know no-
“ thing of, but I have faved her life. I hap.
“ pened to be in a place where a barbarous fel-
- low 1d_hgve murdered her; fhe is flill in

“a f\;on with the fright ; take care of her 1

“ chifige you.” 'This faid, he went out again,
got up into the coach-box, and drove to @
very good churchman’s houfe; whom he called
aloud, defiring him to look out at his window,
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which he did, and th
ming him, faid, “ S
"¢ pleafed to underltHid; s ch we
“ cidentally found i the flreet, without either
“ mafter or coachman; I leave it with you, be-
“ ing fully fatisfied that in your juftice you will
“ ufe all poffible means to haveé it reftored to
« the right owner. Farewell.” He expeé@ed no
anfwer, but made away immediately, leaving
the good man full of confufion. Thence he
took his way towards Sirena’s houfe, very much
difturbed in mind, as fearing he had flipt his
time, it being an hour later than the time ap-
pointed him to return. Being come to the
door, he found Sirena’s maid, who told him her
miftrefs was not yet come ; that fhe muft needs
begone to her mother’s with her hufband, fhe
.being a rich widow, from whom fhe never re-
turned empty handed, That in cale' fhe was
there, he need not expe& her that night, or
perhaps’in a we¢
_her mother, tha
there was no get
raifed fome jealc
fharp enough to
on him; but no
might be, he wo
but pretended to™k
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Thus ekercifing his patience, he took a great.
compafls about Sirena’s houfe, in which he fpent
‘above half an hour, and paffing again before the
door, he found it full of ofticers, conftables, and
rabble, making a mighty noife. Drawiug near,
and afking the occafion of all that butftle, they
told him, that they had juft broyght in Don
Leander, hufband to the beautiful Sirena, dan-
geroufly wounded, and that it was not known
whom he had fought with, Hearing this, he
thought it not convenient to flay -any longer
there, becdufe being known to have made love
to his wife, if he were found there armed, as he
then was,’ he might be taken up, and it would
be a hard matter to clear his innocence, as he
really imagined ; for he could not think he was
any way concerned in that aflion. He hafted
home to fend out one of his fervants to bring:
him a true account of what had happened to
Sirena’s hufband.

* By the way he much lamented that poor
man’s misfortune, withing that he who had
commitged that crime might be feverely pu-
nifhed § not that he had any kindnefs for Le.
ander,/but for Sirena’s fuke, becaufe if he fhould
die without iffue, the would lofe all fhe had, the
next heirs coming in for the eflatc. But let us
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go back, and fee in
tunate woman Don B
We left her half dgac
zor, who, defiring to'relieve he ]
lighted a candle, and put a little compofition
of alkermes into her mouth, which revived her
fpirits. Opening her eyes, fhe was amazed to
find herfelf in a ftrange place, and by an un-
known man, being uncertain whether it was he
that faved her from death. * Sir,” faid (he, « if
* you are the perfon whofe courage and valour
“ faved my life, I conjure you, by that fame ge-
“ nerofity, to fave me from fcandal! and to that
« purpofe, I befeech you, without afking who I
“ am, if you know it not already, to condué
“ me, ere it be day, before the church of St.
¢ Jerome. That will be the greateft favour you
% can do me, in'the miferable condition your
“ charity has reduced me to. Alas! the man
¢ you killed was my hufband. It is true he de-
« figned again
“ him. 1 retu
“ obliged to fa
“ heart our d
A mazor was
and being difer
Diegn to who
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" and that this was fome unlucky bufinefs, from
which it was convenient to extricate him. So
that obferving the woman’s diforder, he gueflfed
fhe did not know Don Diego, and that he ought
to take the advantage of her ignorance, as he
did very ingenioufly. * Madam,” faid .he, “ I
* am unworthy of all thofe compliments you
“ beftow on me, you muft keep them for him
“ that better deferves them ; you may perceive
“ by my mien and garb that I am better at my
“ pen than my {fword. In fhort, I am altoge-
- *.ther a ftranger 'to what you tell me. I know
“ not who you are, unlefs you be an angel, for
“ your beauty makes me think you fo. But
“ without inquiring any farther, or lofing the
“ time you count fo precious, fince you defire
“ to be gone from hence before day, 1 ofler to
“ conduct you to the church of St. Jerome, up-
“ on condition, that before we go out of this
“ room, you will give me leave to vail your
“ face, and hoodwink your eyes, and that you
“’fivear you will not difcover yourfelf till I leave
*“ you; afluring you, upon the word of a Chri.
“ ftian, that it thall se done with all the refpect
* due to your perfon, and that I am extremely
“ concerned to be torced to ufe you fo fevere-
“ly, and in fuch a mittruflful mannér; but I
« muft tcll you, that it is abfolutely neceffary
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“ fo to do, for fev
. “¢ you will be pleafc
“ I do after who yo

The poor woman hnding hericlt a
cy of that man, and confidering in what cour:
teous manner he difcourfed her, wholly refign.
ed herfelf to his difcretion, promifing upon oath
not to touch her face without his confent. A-
mazor prefently made a Cupid of her ; he bound
her eyes, and led her out of the houfe. Every
ftep he went with her he looked behind him;
every little noife he fancied was the watch co- .
ming to lay hold of him ; and in his fright he
got to the ehurch of St. Jerome. That being
the place to which the lady had defired to be
condu@ted, he put himfelt into a pofture to
leave her, and bidding her furewell, run away
as fwift as if he had flown, fear finding wings,
and got into Don Diego’s houfe, blefling God
for having delivered him from that great dan-

guide had left he
ceived the was b
and thinking fle
out of fome enc
Licr mothers hiov

Don Diego g
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', mazor, and founti him panting, and quite out
of breath, after the race he had run. Though
our adventurer was extremely melancholy on
account of the many difappointments he had
met as to his expeQations, he did not omit to
afk Amazor, whence all that commotion he
faw in him proceeded. Amazor, in a very dif-
contented manner, replied, * Thele are the ef-
“ fe@s of your rafhnefs, which are the caufe of
“ much trouble to thofe who have more regard
“ for your life and honour thgn yourfelf.” Don
Diego being amazed at thefe-words, Amazor

-explained himfelf, telling bim every particular
from the time he left that unknown lady with
him. He repeated the words.fhe faid to him,
and declarcd how he had condu@ed her blind- -

> folded, and what reafons he had for fo doing.
Don Diego confidering what ® good office A-
mazor had done him, as being very appreben-
five that he might be called to an account for
what had happened in the Prado, embraced
him, in teftimony of being fenfible of the obli-
gation. .Whilft they were difcourfing together
coneefning the particulars of this firange ad-
venture, they heard knocking at the fireet door,
as if the perfon were in hafte to come in. Don
Diego and Amazor, in a confternation, as being
before difpofed to apprehend danger, looked
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upon one another,
length having hea |
third time, Don D.cg40
where he found a boy, who broug -

ter from Sitena. That charming name reftored
peace to his thoughts, and made his blood cir-
culate freely. The meffenger being brought in,
he read the letter, which was to this effed ;—

Sirena’s Letter to Don Diego,
S
-

“ Don Leander, overcome by his continual
« jealoufy, and incenfed by a perfidious fervant,
“ who informed him our vifits had been fo fa-
“ miliar, that his honour was concerned, laf
“ night ufed me after a moft bafe and treache-
% rous manner. e afked me to go abroad to
“ my mother's, ®vilit fo unufual with him, that
“ 1 was fain at other times to court him long
“ before he would confe
“ made ready t
“ fear he thoulc
“ the fame tim
¢ fail of the afli
* went out, an
“ a coach he h
“ tiag me into
“ ther to-morrow,
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* the frefh air in the Prado. I would not order
‘ the coach to come to our door, that I might
* not be obliged to bring our neighbours with
“us; if it be not too late when we come back,
¢ we will call and bid your mother good night.
¢ What you pleafe, faid I.  We took fo great a
¢ compalfls about the town before we came in
‘to the Prado, that it was almoft midnight
* when we got thither ; and- though“the wea-
¢ ther was cold and clouﬂy,' yet we alighted.
¢ He teld me I fhould hear & page that fung
¢ delicately, and then ordered the coachman,
¢ being the only perfon that was with us, to go
¢ call him, at a gentleman’s houle, who was his
“ friend, and he faid lived hard by there. The
¢ coachman went his way, and whether he had
t far to go, or was infiructed by Don Leander,
¢ he came not back. No fooner was he gone,
¢ but Don Leander, {peaking-in a hoarfe tone,
¢ denoting the great paflion he was in, began
¢ to lay before me the wrongs he pretended I
* had done him, and without allowing me to
‘ make any defence, pronnunced fentence of
* death againtt e, which having been already
* both party and judge, he refolved immediate-
* Iy to6 execute. Finding him thus cruelly re-
* fulved, I endeavoured, by all manner of {ub.
‘ miffion and tears, to mollify his hcart, and

Vor. L D
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“ move him to compaffion ; but inftead of in-
“ clining to mercy, he grew more enraged.
% Then Heaven, who protedis innocence, raifed
“ me I know not what man, who coming like
* an apparition, ftood before Don Leander, juft
* as he was going to bury his dagger in my
“ breaft ; he called, and obliged him with fharp
* words to engage him. Don Leander left me,
* and made up to him with his {word in his
* hand ; but being come within reach of their
* weapons, the ftranger gave him two thruils,
¢ which laid him on the ground, crying he was
“ a dead man. His cries ftruck me to the heart,
“ fo that I fainted away. When I came to my
* fenfes, I found myfelf in a ftrange houfe, and
“ faw a man by me, whom my difordered fancy
* took for the fame that wounded Don Lean-
* der, but afterwards found he was no fwordf-
* man ; therefore dreading the great mifchief
¢ that threatened me, I entreated him, without
* difcovering my name, to condu&t me to the
“ monaftery of St. Jerome. He granted it trps
“ on condition he might blindfold me. Wluit
“ e meant by it 1 know not, unlefs it weie to
« prevent my knowing the houfe I was in. I
% was fo earneft to be out of that place, that I
“ confented to that hard cdndition, and fubniit-
“ ted to him. He alked for my handkeichicf,
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“ and bound my eyes with it, and taking me
“ by the hand, led me like a blind body to the
 place I had told him, where he left me, bid.
« ding me farewell ; which done, he vanifhed fo
* {fuddenly, that when I pulled off my handker.
¢ chief, I found mylelf all alone. I had refol.
.“ved to go to my mother, but have fince
“ thought it better to take fanctuary in a houfe
“ confecrated to God, which the bearer will tell
“ you. I will there expe@ farther news from
« Leander, and your advice how to difpofe of
“ myfelf as fhall be moft convenient. Farewell,”

. Don Diego and Amazor gazed upon one ano-
ther at every line of the letter they read, ma-
king many exclamations, and admiving fuch
wonderful accidents, Qur adventurer was in a
vage to fee that fortune had put into his power
the blefling he fo eagerly purfued without his
knowing it, and that he had it in his houfe
when he went abroad to feek it. He curfed
his fate, and reprefenting to himfelf the idea of
the thing inttead of the fubftance, ¢ Dear Sire-
“ na,” faid he, * how fhall I dare to appear in
“ your prefence? Whll not you have juit caufe
“ to believe me unworthy of the favours Hea-
“ ven beftowed on me, as a reward for having
« hazarded my life to fave yours. But what do

D2
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« T talk of, fince I ¢
“ on account of this
“ was for.you that
¢ fay, I have not be
“ precious opportun
“ happy.”

Amazor interrupt
fions, repreflenting
Heaven had ordered
misfortunes they might have fallen into by the
fevere fearch the officers of juflice might make
into that affair. He told him, they might per-
haps have been both taken together, and been
a difgrace to their families, and an example to
potlerity 3 that he advifed him to forbear fuch
vifits ; but that before he quitc broke off with
Sirena, he did not difapprove of his going to fee
her, in order to comfort and endeavonr to do
her any fervice, as far as his Tife and honour
were not concerned. And forafmuch as mxf-

monaitery the
him, to fee whe
contrivance to e

Don Diego y
commended A



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 53

?, ggr. Sirena was all plain-dealing ; they found
"Iy where fhe dircGed: Don Diego and fhe
cl}}\ouxfed a Jong time together, and dilcovered
“all td@ circumftances of that affair, from its be-
ginning to that time. Sirena knew Amazor,
and was [o furprifed, that fhe had like to have
fainted away in her mother’s arms, who was
prefent at this vifit. Night drawing on, Don
Diego took leave of the company, and went
away with Amazor. .

In his return home, he met the good prieft

with whom he had left the coach the night be-

_ fore, who told him how that paffage had befal-
len him. Don Diego liftened to him as atten.
tively as if he had known nothing of it. The
prieft told hxm farther, that he had found the
owner of the coach, and that fearch was made
for the coachman, in order to examine him up-
on the fadt; befides, that the maid who had
been the caufe of that feandal was fled.

Don Leander, in the meanwhile, was in the
hands of the oflicers of juftice, the furgeons, and
phyficians, grievoufly tormented both in body
and mind. He was kept under a guard, like a
criminal, having of his own accord confefied,
that when this misfortune befel him, he had

: D3

.>n%:’}me, they both went zﬂobg with the meffen-
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carried his wife into the Prado, with a defi g0
kill her. ‘ \

All that heard this relation were eager
know the brave perfon’s name who had ref @)
- Sirena out of fuch imminent danger, but Tron
Diego did not think fit to claim the applaufe,
for fear of falling into the hands of juftice ; for
he being known for an admirer of Sirena, it had
been eafily believed he was in the Prado by af-
fignation, and not accidentally ; therefore, to
avoid thefe inconveniences, and to fhow Ama-
zor what account he made of his advice, he re-
folved to ftay at home, and not be concerned.
any more in fuch affairs. Not many days af-
‘ter, the news was brought him of Leander’s”
death, who was faid to have died rather of the
wounds he had himfelf made in his foul, by de-
ftroying his own reputation, than of thofe he
had received in the body by the unknown
hand. Befides, he was informed that Sirena,
‘infinitely affliCted for his lofs, had left the world,
becoming a religious in the fame monaftery
where Don Diego had feen her, there to do pr.-
nance for her own offences, and for thofe the
had caufed others to commit. Don Diego wus
{o fenlibly aflliGted at this difimal news, that le
fell into a dangerous diftemper, which had like
to have carricd him off after Leander.
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ADVENTURE IV.

Dieco’s ficknels was tedious, though the

nd vexation of it were fomewhat abated
by Aflazor’s-continual attendance. He never
ftirred from his fide, endeavouring to divert him
" with pleafant difcourfe, intermixed with ferious
and facetious periods, and always tending to in-
culcate folne wholefome advice, fuch as might
be of ufe for our adventurer ; for all Amazor’s
aim was to reduce him to reafdn, and break off
his ill habits. His friends came frequently to
_fee him, bringing the public news of the court,
and any thing elfe that happened remarkable.
At length he perfectly recovered, and every
body concluded he had relolved upon a new
life, feeing him entertain company by daylight,
which before was fo odious to him ; but he foon
relapled into his former failings. The carnivai
or Shrovetide coming on, debauched him again ;
he made -frefh proteftations of enmity againft
the day, and by folemn oath confirmed a per-
petual alliance with the night. On Shrove Sun-
day night he was at a grand entertainment ;
but there being fome perlons prefent who were
1ot altogether acceptable to Don Diego, he
flipped away to feck fome more agreeable fo-

D4
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ciety. Taking his fword and target fd
guard, he made into a by-part of the io
where there was a houfe he knew to be an :
demy, not of virtue but vice, where they
ced young cullies, whilt others ftabbed .
reft honour to the heart. Don Diego was ¢v-
pert at this exercife, which is a thoufand’ times

worfe than the other, though he made no fcru-

ple of it, becaufe he ruined another uslthout ha-

zarding any thmg of his own. He had not gone

above half way to this place, when he found

himfelf before a hcufe unknown to him, the

“door whereof was open, and no light init. He

having a natural curiofity to pry into the ac-.
tions of others, to divulge what he thought fit:
of them, took his fword in his hand, without
drawing it, and went into 'the houfe, pafled
through a long entry, at the end whereof he
came inta a {pacious large place, as dark as the
reft. Here he made a full flop, imagining that
this negle@ was not without fome defign; and
though he thought it a rafhnefs to proceed any
farther, yet he refolved to try his fortune.” Gro-
ping along the walls, and finding a dqor upon
the jar, he thrufl it open, and went in'; ; where
he found himfclf upon. a trap-door, which lct
him down ten or twelve foot, yet {o luckily,
that he had no other hurt but the lofs of L
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fW’ord At the fame time he heard a vo'ce,
fwhlch feemed to come from fome diftant place,
Y,1d afked, “ Who is there ?” Don Diego fome-
N ~t tunned with the full, made no anflwer the

1{i e.:me ; but as he was fhuffling along, in hopes
to find his fword, the fame voice cried again,
“ Who is there?” He fearing to be attacked
by furpr?fe, anfwered, “ A fingle man.,” «Ifit
“ be a nian,” replied the voice, * he may come
“in,” By this time our adventurer began to
repent his running himfelf into thut intricate
labyrinth, where he could find no way out; but
fate put him out of this conlufion, to caft him
into a greater, Being thus under a neceflity of
going on, he advanced towards the voice he
had heard, and entered into a fpacious room,
where he faw four finall lamps hanging in the
four angles, giving fuch a dim light, that he
had much ado to difcern the other things that
were in the place. Moving on further, lic per-
ceived a ghmpfe, as it were, of two men in black,
like mourners, each fitting on a chair; one of
them leaning his head on his hand, in a fleeping
pofture, and the other watching, feeming to at-
tend a dcad body that lay at their feet, clad
in a Capucifin’s habit, and {tretched out on a
fhroud,

This difimal fpectucle fomewhat flartled Don
Ds
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Diego ; but when the firft furprife was'®
called up his courage again. 7In the me:
the fleeper awaked, and both he and his
‘panion began to examine our adventuréh
“ not you,” faid they, *“ the perfon &
“ Don Diego?” “1 am:the -fame,” e
he, * but how came you to know my name?”
“ Do.not you inquire into that,” rejoined the.
other, in a haughty tone, “ but only anfwer
“ our queftions, for thereon depend feveral
“ things we are to do this night.” Don Diego
hearing thefe words, knew not what courfe to
tuke ; he blamed his impértinent curiofity, but
at laft refolving to meet all that could happen .
with an undaunted courage, he fpoke up again,
. and faid to his examiners, * Well then, what is
. to be done? I am Don Diego, and you are
“ devils.”” * He feems to know us,” faid one
of the two to the other. * You muft ftay there,”
added they, “ to guard this body, whillt we go
“ elfewhere to attend other affairs we have in
“ charge ; and what{oever you fee or hear, be
“ not frighted.,” No fooner had they fpolue
thefe words, without expecting his anfw ror
" confent, they got up, and going out at the dg
fhut it upon him,
Being thus left alone with the déad body,
fangied this was fome punifhment from Hea¥
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and concluded he ought to implore the Divine
mercy upon this occafion ; which moved him
to make the fign of the crofs on the dead body,
and to call upon the faints and angels to affift
him ; for the advice thofe two fpedtres had gi-
ven bim not to be frighted brought a thoufand
dreadful thoughts into his head.

The two phantoms had been gone but a very
thort tim¢, before he heard fud groans, and noife
of irous, as if they had been dragging chains
along the fioor of the room, which was board-
ed ; and now and then fuch horrid noifes, as if
the whole houfe had been finking. - This put
him into {uch an anguifh, that he refolved to
make his efcape; and going to the door, in or-
der to open it, he heard an imperfe@ voice, as
if it came from far of, which faid, * Whither,
« do you think to fly, Don Diego; turn, turn
“ back, you cannot leave me yet ; come back,
“ or [ will follow you.” Perceiving he could
not get out, he turned back, and faw it was the
dead man that {poke to him, faying, “ Know
“ } am the perfon you fo rafhly killed a few
« days ago, without having ever done you any
“ wrong. Gruel, barbarous wretch! do you
“ think Heaven will not revenge me on you?
“ and that fome dreadful difulter will not cone

« fume you for a punifhment of your crime?
' Do
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« Providence has brought you hither to [ifl. n"
“ to my juft complaints ; but draw nearer, that
“ you may hear me the better.”

Thefe words ftruck a greater terror into Don
Diego than he had conceived before, as certain-
ly concluding that was the ghoft of Leander,
which came from the other world to torment .
him. However, he drew near, and the dead
man proceeded, “ I own,” faid he, *“' you killed |
« me fairly, and that I had my fword in my
“ hand ; but it was ealy for you to overcome,
“ me, becaule [ had not ufed myfelf to the art
“ of fencing from my youth, as you have done, -
“ and therefore now you are to do me right.
“ Come, let us wreftle, upon this condition, that
% if you throw me, 1 will not only never di--
+ ¢ fturb you myfelf, but will never fuffer any of
“ my companions to do it Butit' I get the bet-
“ ter, you fhall be obliged to come eveiy year,
“ on the anniverfary of my death. to fpend the
* whole night in the churchyard, upon the
“ grave where I am buried.” Don Diego not
believing this an equal match, anfweied, « He
¢ did not think himfclf obliged to accept of the
¢ challenge, there being no likelihoond that bu-
« man weuknefs could prevail againft a fpiritual
¢ power.” However, confidering this was a pro-
per opportunity to give fignal proof of his vas

-

~
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Iour, he granted the combat, and fet himfelf in
the beft pofture he could to oppofe his adver-
fary. The dcad man got up.in his capuchin ha.
bit, and feemed taller than the ufuul fize of mun,

- and at the fame time the fow lamps dropped

"down, and went out.

- Don Diego felt a cold fweat all over his body,
with a mighty trembling; and was fo ailonifhed,
that.he flood as if he had been quite fenfelefs.
As foon as the lamps dropped down, the dead
man feil fo fuioufly upon our adventurer, that
he threw him full three paces from him, as if he
had no hite left in him, for he lay in a fwoon a-
bove an hour, what with the fright and whag
with the tull. When he came to himfelf, le
knev notr whether he was in this world or in the
other. At length, being fomewhat better re-
covered, he fa.e up, and perceived it was day.

' Locking about him, he faw nothing but the four
walls, and getting upon his feet, endeavoured to
find fome footileps of the former apparitions,
but found no remains, nor fo much as the four
lamps he had feen tall down. The light increa-
fing, and his courage wivh it, he had a mind to
fearch the hoeufe; which he did from tep to
bo.tom, yet fuw nothing but -what he brought
in with him, which was his fword that had fail-
ed him in time of need, -He went out of that
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haunted houfe to retire to his own, before the
day came farther on, and would willingly have
inquired in the neighbourhood whofe houfe that.
was, and how it came not to be inhabited, but
it was fo early that he met nobody to afk of.

“ Doubtlefs,” faid he, « this houfe is haunt-
“ ed, and nebody dares live in it. I wonder
¢« that in Madrid, where the king ufuclly refides,
* fome care fhould not be taken to remedy this
* evil, which may be of dangerous confequence
“ to the public; but who can I tell this ftrange
“ adventure to, that will not 'laugh at it, and
“ conclude it is the notion of a diftempered
“ brain? I muft never fpeak of it, for I fhall
“ never be belicved. Yet ir is a great trouble
" to me to bury fo wonderful an adventure in
“ perpetual filence.”

Thus was he talking to himfelf, when he
came to his houfe, and went in without knock-
ing, as he was wont to do, having a matter-key,
and retired to bed, to reft him after his late fa-
tigue. About four in the afternoong
came into his chamber, and awaked higa.
“ God,” faid Don Diego to him, fetchifi;
figh, ** you have brought me qut of ft
" fuf on.”? I-Iuw fo. Sir,” f.mi Amiz

" d:lmal drcam, proceedmg from a d
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« cident that befel me laft night.” Having
given Amazor this occafion to inquire after it,
he told him particularly all that bad happened
to him. Amazor, who was always contempla-
‘tive, told him, thefe were merciful warnings
,from heaven to make him know himfelf; that
he ought to take care how he flighted them,
left this [uving admonition fhould be changed
into an.exemplary punifhment, and God, who
now treated him like an indulgent Father, thould
‘become a fevere judge, to chaftife the offences
‘he daily committed ; that the blood of the gen-
tleman he had {o lately killed, and whofe ho-
nour he would have taken away, making him
infamous in the eyes of the world, had cried to
God for vengeance ; that it was time tp reforin
and forfake his follies ; that he ought to open
his eyes, and feck the light of reafon by that of
the day, if he would not for ever be reckoned
as blind in his foul as he was in his body, fince.
he was fuch an enemy to the light; that he
ought to improve the talent God had given him;
that he wronged both himfelf and the public,
being of birth and capucity to bear any honour-
able employments, which might be advantage-
ous to both ; that he had given fuflicient proofs
of his valour, and for the future he cught to cn.
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deavour to give as good teftimony of his pru-
dence as he had done of his ¢ urage..

Amazor having delivered himfelf to this ef-
fe@, remained very well pleafed that he had
been admitted to fo long an audience ; he fan-
cied he had already overcome Don Di:go, and®
regained the authority he once had over him.
“ My dear mafter,” faid he, ** whom [ may bet-
“ ter call my fecond fathey, being no lefs obliged
“ to you than to him that begot me; I ownit
¢ js high time to lay afide my extravagancics,
« and leave the fcandalous life I have hitherto
“ led, that I may follow the paths of virtue. 1
“ am refolved to overcome all my evil inclina-
“ tions, and from henceforward to put in prac-
“ tice all the goud advice you fhall give me;
* pardon the infolencies I have committed, which
* your prudence has tolerated, and your affec-
“ tion excufed. Itis true, I was lait nightin
“ great danger, and confidering how I ran my-
“ felf into it, there is juft caufe to fay that hca-
“ yen has {pared me, and that woife mlght have
“ befallen me. O Divine mercy! how g
“ am I indebted to you, and what praif€s
“ not I to give you, for having dclive
« from fuch wonderful danger, which 1)
“ thought to efcape.” Thefe moving} €
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fions were attended with tears, which made A«
mazor believe that Don Diego was truly peni-
" tent for his paft offences, and hoped that he
would mend for the future.

Thus were they difcourfing together, when
they heard a knocking at the door. Don Diego
“would not have it opened, that nobody anfwer-
ing, whofgever it was might go away ; by that
means to avoid all teroptations of breaking the
good rcfolution he had newly made; for night
then drawing on, he believed it was fome of his
acquaintance that came to-dcbauch him.  The
more Don*Diego kept back from fuffering the
door to be opened, the harder he without knock-
ed, and not fatisfied with the noife the hammer
made, took up a great ftone to be heard the bet-
“ter, At length Don Diego, weary of that di-
flurbance, funt one to open the door,and in came
a raking old companion of his, with a counter-
feit fmile, the better to difyuife his refentmeut
for having been kept out fo long. ‘They fa.
luted one another in a more courteous nianner
than ufual, the ferious humour Don Diego was
in obliging the other to ufe more cercmoty
than at other times.

Don Antonio, for that was the man's nanve,
afked him how he had fpent the Cuarnival, what
company he had been in, and how he intended
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to divert himfelf the remaining days before Lent.
Amazor was prefent, and abhorred thefe que-
ftions, fearing left he fhould again put Don
Diego into the road he had fo newly diverted
him from. * For my part,” continued Don An-
tonio, more attentive to turn up his whiflers,
than regardful of what he faid, “ I narrowly
“ mifled laft night catching one that vou know
*“.in a fnare I had laid for him ; but'l fhall have -
« him fooner or later, and will make my advan-
“ tage of this difappointment.” Who is that ?
fuid Don Diego. ¢ It is a gentleman of Cor-
# dova,” replies the other, “ whom we call Don
« Diego the knight, both becaule he reckons
“ himfelf of that degree, and to diftinguifh be-
¥ twixt him and feveral other friends of ours,
* who bear the name of Don Diego, as you do,
“ and therefore we call him the Knight. This
« {park giving too much way to his vanity, has
“ declared himfelf a pretender to a young lady,
« who is very rich and beautiful, and daughter
“ to a counfellor in the Court of Chancery, who,
“ by reafon he is an excellent orator, and in
“ great vogue, has got the name of the Golden
* Mouth and Purfe. And though he has never
“ yet difcovered his love to this lady, he follows
“ her wherefuever fliec gocs, pretends to be jea. i
“ Jous and paflionate, and boafts in all compa- .



., == THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. , 67

% nies, that he has grounds for what he does;
" ¥ that he has encouragement to proceed, and
* hopes for a bappy event; for felf-conceit is
“ the common failing of fools. _
_ “ You muft underftand that this lady’s win-
“ déws look into a churchyard, which has given
* many occafion to fay, that fhe lives there on
“ Purpofe-tg bury all thofe in one tomb, whom
¢ the darts of her eyes fhall kill. This knight
“ has a rival, much more fortunate in eftate and
“ parts than he, and better looked upon by the
“ beauty we fpeak of. This gentleman, to put
“ a {top to the other’s continual haunting about
*“ his miftrefs’s houfe, and be more at liberty to
“ to fee her at nights, as is allowed him, con-
-4 trived to put him into fome fright, being in-
« formed that he was fomewhat cowardly, and
« that being engaged in a quarrel, he had made
“ more ufe of his heels than his hands,
“ To this purpofe he told him one day in my
* hearing, that there was a man lately buried
“in that churchyard, who having been a very
“ ill liver, walked there duly about three o’clock
“ in the morning, dragging chains, and fetching
“ fuch dreadful groans, that all who heard him
“ died for fear; and that moft of the lodgers
* and inhabitants of the neighbouring houfes,
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« removed from thence as faft as they could, be
“ ing no longer able to live in fuch dread; tha:
“ he had thought fit to let him know fo much,
“ becaufe, though his rival, he was willing to
“ fhow how much he was his humble fervant at
“ the fame time, and fhould be forry any“mil~’
¢ fortune might befal him for want of being for-
“ warned ; in fhort, that he advifej;him to te-
“ tire home every night in good time, as he
“ would do himfelf, promifing to take the ad-
“ vice he gave him, and for the future to live
“* more chaftely and modeﬁly than he had done
s for the time paft. -
“ At the fame time I ufed all the rhetoric I
% could to fix thefe notions in his head; but the
« fpark, who was no fuch fool as we took him
« for, made a jett of all we faid, and of his ri-
« val’s contrivance; and thercupon fell a-telling
« us ftories of his imaginary, not real achieve-
« ments, to let us underftand that he feared no-
« thing, and that no ghofts were able to fright
« him. We left him i that good humour, and’
« went away looking upon one ancther much
“ out of countenance, becaufe our projed fuc-
“ ceeded no better. The earneft defire I had to
« make trial of his courage, and to put {fome af.

« front upon that worthy knight, made me re.,
. !
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folve to fpend the Carnival in finding out fome
.ridiculous invention to catch and make a jeft
* of him.
“ The trick I bad a mind to play him was "

"¢ eafily contijved, but it was requifite to find
+“ ingenious pdrfons to pat it in execution, for

 fear left the ill management of it thould turn
“ f6 ourhege, I have a houfe in the Apple
“ Street, which is a by- -part of the town, in
“ which there are feveral apartments, and fit to
“lodge thvee or four fimall families. Abous
“ eight days ago the people that lived in it run
“away. by night, and left it upon 'my hands,
* cheating me of a quarter’s rent that was due ;
and though feveral have ofered to take the
“ houfe and pay the rent beforehand, becaufe it
“js very convenient, yet I have fill delayed
“ concluding a bargain with them, becaufe it
“ was to be the theatre I provided for a@ting the
L comeély I was contriving for Don Diego, the
“ knight, which was to be playeJ this laft mght

“ I will tell you my invention.

“ About one in the morning 1 carried into
¢ that houfe, three young men newly come from
“ the univerfity, lads of ready wit and good ma-
“ nagement. I told them, that a friend of mine
“and I had a mind, with their help, to make
« trial of the courage of a fpark, who boafted

119

«
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“ that he feared no fpirits, Having thns ad.
“ éuainted them with my defign, I furnillic
“ them with the clothes they were to put on,
“ and led them into the great room where the
“ farce was to be aded, which w2y deep iu the”
“ houfe. One of thefe three young hich waj
“ taller than I by the head ; by thut yon may
“ guefs what a ftrapping fellow he.r\»:{ for Tum
“ none of the leaft ; he was every way propor-
« tionable and well made,and as ftrong as Samp.
“ fon. This man was to have a C4purhin’s ha-
“ bit on, and to lie along on a blaglk cloih, re.
« prelenting a dead man, The otltcr two were
. clad in black, like mourners, thgir faces coew
“ vered, except their eyes; and thefe two watch-
“ ed the déad man, fitting on two chairs. At
“ the four corners of the room hung four little
« Jamps, which gave a light more dreadful than
« darknefs itfelf. ,

« Having ordered all things as 1 have de-
“ fcribed, I told him that was to act the dead
“ man, and his companions, that I was going to
“ fend them the perfon 1 had fpoken of, and
“ that as foon as they heard him, they. fhould
“ afk whether his name was not Don Diego,
“ and if he anfwered, yes, the .two mourners
“ fhould go out, and fhut him up alcnz with the
“ dead man, who-fhould pretend to be a perfon’
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“ the knight had killed foully ; that he fhould
¢ demand fatisfaction for thgft wrong, and wreftle
“ with him. In fine, I told them, if they thought
“ fit to'add any thing to the contrivance, they
) ‘Amight do it freely, being well fatisfied they
;“ would perform it very dexteroufly ; but that
* whatever came of it they muft be fure to ftun,
‘“’or amaZe him fo, that the dead man and his
“ companions might get away and leave him
* there. 1l fate fo ordered it, that all this pre-
« paration came to nothing ; for as I was going
“ to feek out Don Diego to touch him in point
¢ of courage, and dare him to go to my houfe,
« which I was to tell him was forfaken, becaufe
“ of its being haunted, I was taken up by four
« officers, who carried ine before a judge, to de-
“ pofe what I knew of a crime a friend of mine
« was in trouble about. I ufed all the argu-
« ments I could to bring myfelf off,. alleging I
“ could give no evidence in that aflair, as being
“ wholly a ftranger to it. The judge pofitively
“ perfifting in the contrary, and juftly provoked,
“ ordered me to be fecured, and that I fhould
“ not be allowed to fpeak to any.body, for fear
« of fending advice to the party accufed ; but a
“ certain great man, my benefadtor, hearing of
“ my misfortune, has juft got me releafed. Yr }
u are the firlt perfon I huve feen fince I canf
4
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« out of prifon, and I am now going to find
« thofe young men, who were to ,act the farce
“ contrived againft my knight, th luow hov
“ long they waited. No doubt but they will e
“ angry with me, for having made theni fpery!
“ the night in that mummery, and will befieve
“ the trick was defigned to be pul upon them,
“ and not upon another.” o
As Don Antonio went on with .. lory Ton
Diego difcovere: the original of his u.wucky ad-
venture, befallen him no lefs through his own
curiofity, than the miftake of the name of Don
Diego, and admiring the odduefs of the acci-
dent, told Don Antonio all that had happened
to him, with as much plainnefs and jollity, as if
he had been ne way concerncd. Don Antonio
blefitd himfelf, and was amazed, as not believing
that what he faid was true; till Dou Diego
{wearing to it, and calliny Amazor to telify
what he had faid to him before, be ftcod mute
for awhile, being much concerneld that it had
lighted upon a perfon he honoured as one of
his moft particulur friends. Don Diego told
Liim, he did not take it ill in the leaft,, and was
fenfivle that the plot wuc not laid for him. Doa
Antoniu, the better to futisty himfe!f of Don
Diego’s fincerity, invited him to {up at his houle,
which he readily granted ; and being come thi-
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_“ther, they were informed that the perfon who
acted the dead man was fled to an ambaflador’s
houle, believing the man he had wreftled with
was dead with the fright. They prefently fent

" QCQUaint him that he might fafely come a-

! way, and if he had a mind to laugh heartily, he

o ﬁ@d\fu}‘) with them, where he would hear a
pleafuntTtory. He came along with the mef-
fenger, ,and they fpent the reft of the night in
difcourfing of that ftrange accident. Don Diego
went home in good time, to the great fatisfac-
tion of Amazor, believing it to be the effeét of
his good advice, and of the refolution Don
Diego had made, to alter his courfe of life for
the time to come. '

ADVENTURE V.,

Tue public rejoicings of the Carnival being
over, Lent fucceeded it. with a meagre counte-
nance, hateful to thofe who love good eating
and drinking. Don Diego thought it not fo
difagreeable ; the mortifications he endurcd,
whilit others feafted and made merry, and the
“refolutions he lately made of reforming his life,
had difpofed him to give Afh Wednefday a fa-
" Vou. L _ E :
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vourable reception. Amazor, who never ftirrcd
from him, ufed all his art and exprrience to

moderate the violent fallies of his ynu¢h, aud to

banith his houfe all thofe he thought miglit rob

him of the fruits of his labour. In {hort theve

‘appeared {o great a change in\Don Dcgo’s be-

haviour within a few days, that his bt Hirnds

had caufe to blefs heaven for woiling, fuch a

miracle. During the whole Lent Li. cmployed

him{elf in alls of piety, fometimes he went to
fermons, fometimes to hofpitals, and fometimes

to prifons, where he gave plentiful alms. e

vifited poor familics, which were in great di-

firels, and athamed to difcover their wants,. In .
fhort, fuch was his courfe of life, that all men
in him admired the virtucs of a pious Chriftian,
«nd of a worthy gentleman, -

But perfeverance in good aélions being a vir-
tue rarcly praclifed among courtiers ; when
Lufler cume, and the fpring began to draw com-
pany together, he was again vifited by his fa-
sailiar acquaintance, to the great grief of Ama.
‘zor, whd perceived they, by degrees, would in-
veigle away the Lird he had fo long kept tame,
One day, they carried him a-walking, another,
they invited him to a collation, and now and
then to fupper, yet fo that he flill came bome
at feafonable hours, and made ufe of day and



THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. 75

whnight like other folks ; but at length, by much

/
4

keeping company with his affociates, and con.
tinually rambling about, he fell back infenfibly
into his former courfe. FHis walks continually
<gained more and more upon the night, and at
laft exceeded the bounds of decency.

“Having imperioufly filenced Amazor, who en-
deavoured to fiem the courfe of his perverfe in-
clinations, he caft ofl’ all manner of deference
to him, and returned more cagerly to his for-

- mer pradlices. He took his ufuid guard of fword
and target, and_about ten at night went away
to the Prado the place where thole cheats in
Isve, the ladies und courtezans of Madrid bave
fettled their academy, or rather their exchange.
Were there ever a philotopher in this age that
underflood the murmuring of waters, as once
there was one who undcrlload the chirping of

* birds, he might, by liftening to the purling of

the fountains in that plain, learn ubundance of
fecret ftories, and ind matter enough to com-
pofc many volumes of curious romances.

Don Diego, having walked about two hun-
dred paces, to fee a coach pafs by, which moved
on as gently as if an emprefs bad been in it, he
drew near to it; and fpied a young man finging
next the door of it, with fuch a voice, as {cem-
ed very difagreeable. . And to mead the mat-

CEa
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ter, he at tho fime time played very fcurvily
on a guittar that was out of tune. This coach
ftopped right againft a ring of gentlemen and
ladics, who were fitting by one of the fountains
where this favage Orpheus, {itter to carry fouls,
to hell than to bring them thence, very impu;’
dently fet him[elf a-finging; but as foon as eper -
he began, he was requited with fo many fcoffs
and hifles, that hie was foon obliged to give over,
and withdraw. This wretched finger was page -
to an unfortunate lord, to whom the coach be-
longed. )

The company that had fo fiamefully put to
flight that enemy to the fenfe of hearing, were
ftill rallying on that ridiculous fubject, when on
a fudden they were diverted by the {weet found
of an angelical voice, which feenied to proceed
from the mouth of a womun, and made amends
for the difagrecablencls of the page. They all
got up to draw near the coach fhe was in, and
heard thefe folloning words:

S ONG.
I.

>T'ig not alone the force of luve,
That wakces my palencfs aud my gricf;
Tierce jealoufy without rolicf,
! Does to my rudl more fatal prove.
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IT.

Bat I myfcif aloue may blame,
. Whe durft prcfume to aim fo high,
My thoughts above my fphere did fly,
And fet me in this quenchlefs flame,

111,
“Then how fhall T be ever bleft,

‘Wha cannot even comprchend
The great perfettions that attend
The caufe that robs me of my reft,

I‘ro \

Though your difdain does pierce my foul,
Such charms appenr in your bright cyes,
As do my fainting fenfe furprife,

And all the pain I fecl contraul.

V.

I'm bound in fuch a happy chain,
And burn in fuch a pleafing five,
That all 1 dread, or can dudire,

Is or to lofc or kecp my pain.

This harmonious voice charmed all that heard
it 5 and even thofe, whofe harih temper made

them before infenfible of the fweetnefs of this

art, were cnamoured with it. ‘The coach was
immediately befct by feveral perfons, und uwong
the reft, a certain gallunt drawing ncar, was fo
bold as to lean upon the coach door, where thiy
X 3
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Urania was. By his behaviour he feemed to
" have fome peculiar privilege fo to do, for nei-
ther the young lady nor her mother, who fat
by ber, were at all ditturbed at that familiarity.
Perhaps the mother, who before had grumbled,
as moft old women do, might have been greafed,'
as well as her coach wieels, that (he might make
the le . noife. . . '

There were abundance of other young fel-
lows, who would willingly have been no lefs fa-
miliar, if their modefty had not ftood in the
way. Whilft they were walking to and fro a-
bout the coach, another gentleman not fo nice
camme up all in a heat, who being in love with
the young lady, had followed her from her
houfe to the Prado. Drawing near, he per-
ccived fhe was talking with the other gentle-
man, who feemed to take a pride in it before
the company that {tood round, which diturbed
the new comer, who looking about him {pied
Don Diego Love-Night, who was his friend.
Having faluted him, he took him afide, gnd told
him how envious and jealous he was of that
man ; that he did not like his behaviour, and
had a mind to pick a quarrel with him. Don
Dicgo, who was much better at giving advice
to another, than at taking it himfelf, allayed the.
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' fierce commotion of his hot tcmper ; and the
other yielding to his reafons, contained himfelf
for fome time. :

At length our 'ldventurer faw three gentle-
. men pals by very leifurely, and as it were quar-
relling among themfelves, one of which, by his
» voice, he took for a friend of his; and defiring
to be fatisfied whether it was fo or no, that he
might endeavour to ferve him if he had occa-
fion, he gave his guittar to the other that had
accolted him before, to hold, and went after
him. The other, who was wholly intent upon
his rival’s behaviour, did not regard what Don
Diego did, but let him go without offering to
bear him company. '

But now the lady who had charmed all that
heard her with the fivectnefs of her voice, was
entreated by all there prefent to fing an air or
two more 3 and fhe, to fhow her breeding, took
up her guittar, which, as ill luck would have it,
_had two firings broken. Don Diego’s friend
having the guittar in his hand well tuned, drew
near to the coach, and offered it to the lady; at
the fame time, he that leaned on the coach door,
without any regard to the other, ftood upright,
and fcornfully thrult away the arm and the
guittar, Our adventurer’s friend, who ounly

wantcd fuch an opportunity, and was like fuel
I 4
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- prepared to take the fire of paffion, thought this-
an infolent adtion, and to revenge it, mude uic
of the arm and the inftrument that had beon
affronted, laying on twice furioufly about the
favourite’s cars, who was bareheaded, and broke.”’
tie guittar in picces, which returned a fouu!"
Jefs agrecable than when Don Diego handlud
it. At the fame time he drew his {word, as did
all the reft that were prefent, and among them
feveral officers of juftice, who are frequently at
thofe hours in the Prado, becaufe of the fre-
quent quarrels that happen there, in which many
.brave men are loft. ‘I'he aggreflor finding him-
felf alone among fo many ftrangers, wifely took
the advantage of the darknefs, and winding
himfelf into the midft of the throng, for fear
of being known, flipped away without fpeaking
» word,

The coach, which had been ‘the occafion of
all this difturbance, made off’ {fo fwifily by the
. help of fix hofes it was drawn by, that when
the officers would have feized it to pay the coft
of their difappointment, they could not find
what was become of it.  Every one made off a
feveral way, when Don Diego returned from
running after thofe ghree gentlemen, believing .
enc of them had been his friend. Fle was
‘much furprifed at this fudden commotion, not
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knowing who had been the caufe of it, Seck-
ng.all 'about for the perfon he had intruited
y\'x\th his inftrument, and not finding him, he be-
gar to feav it had not met fuch ufage as it de-
ferved, for it was one of the rareft picces of the
age. Whilit he was Jamenting its abfence, the
guittar was all in fhivers in the hands of a fu-
preme judge in criminal affairs, who wds examine
ing that matter, quellioning the man that had
been hurt, who could not fay who firack him,
becaule he knew him not. "Che darkuefs caufed
the confufion thie oflicers were in, laying hold
of the next that were in their way, without di.
flingui/hing betwixt the innocent and the guilty.
The fwgeons being ordered to fearch the
wounded man reporced that the wound wus
'vely daugerous.,  They always muke the worfl
of things to gan the greater reputauon and to
e hauce their pav. Don Dicgo wited two
duys without heaiing any news ol his dear in-
flrument, and | erceiving no hkelibood of its
buing 1eftored, went to look for the perfon he
‘had intrued with it, and was told he had ab-
fented himielt, wnd they knew not when lie
would come agamn.  Ie could nor unriddle this
myftery, as being ignorant of the caufe of bhis

departure.
‘Lhe lofs of his guittar made him let flip fome
L5

.



82 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER. =

* pights without taking his. rambles, which in- ~
duced ‘Amazor flill to live in hope’ ; for heg ‘-ﬂ
{ wed all his aGions, endeavouring to dif: :
fome figns of amendment, but {till could ke |
no found judgment by them. If he happened
to live three days within compafs, he fpent hice
weeks in his ufual extravagancies, .

The wounded gentleman grew worfe and
worfe, which threw him into a fever, fo that the
furgeons and phyficians did not like him. The
judge, though he ufcd all his endcavours to dif-
cover the offender, could make notlung of it,
which tioubled hiin very much, becaufe the per-
fon hurt belonged to « minifler of ftate, whom.
he was defirous to oblige.

Every one ftriving to do fomerthing tov. .rds.
finding the criminal, among the reft one ¢” the
cletks of the court, as fharp as an old mu.key,
often vicwed the remains of the guittar com-
mitted to his cuftody, hoping to find the own-
er’s name upon it, becanfe abundance of young
men ufed to be guilty of that folly.  However,
he tovk fo much painy in putting together the
picees, that he at lesgth found the name of the
workman that wade it; and, as if he had found
out the philofipher’s lone, haftcd away tg that
inftrutent maket’s houfe, who being flowed
the ruins of the guittar, foon knew it, and faid

.
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it belonged to Don Diego, which was confirm-
Ry his journeyman and apprentice, The
ud: not fatisfied with this.verbal declaration,
ferdt them all three in cuftody to the judge, where
they "confirmed what they had before depofed
under hand and oath. This done, the judge,
forbid them, under fevere penalties, acquainting
Don Diego with what had happened ; and
thought he had now fufficient evidence for fe-
curing of the offenders, and putting them to the
. rack in cafe the wounded man mifcarried. Search
was immediately made for Don Diego, in order
to-fecure him the next night,” but the cunning
inftrumeunt maker, who had made the guittar,
and given bis depofition againft our adventurer,
not regarding bis proteftations before the judge,
found him out, and acquainted him what was
in agitation againft his perfon, and with the
wretched condition of the guittar. He told
him all the particulars concerning his unfostu-
nate inftrument, and how it had been beaten to
pieces about a gentleman’s ears in the Prado ;
fo that by this account and his friend’s abfence,
he might eafily guels at the reft. He was ex-
tremely concerned that his guittar had fuftered
thipwreck againft the rock of the wounded per-
fon’s head, but was more troubled at his friend’s
Eo
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'tbfence. concludlng that if the patient died, he

mutft lofe him for ever.
Then bringing the cafe hame to hxmfelt

eonfideri1g the advice he hud juft recenved hr
curfed the clerk that had been the caufe &f his
trouble. How durlt you, falfe treacherons
wrerch, (aid he, as if the man had beep by
hin, pra&ife againft my reputation? Have you
the impudence to attack my honour, and to
contrive to oblige me to appear and give an ac-
count of my aflions before a judge ? Muf’r I be
this day liuble to the cenfures of fuch a petti-
fogging knave as you, who give crimes what
turn you will, and magnify them according to
your-fancy or malice? Doubtlefs, this is a mat-
ter of fuch moment, I muft advife with fome
perfon of difcretion and experience, who may
put me in the way how to fhun the fcandal I
may otherwife undergo ; but to whom can 1
bewter have recourfe than to my faithful Ama-
zor? '
I'hus was he talking to himfelf when Ama-
zor entered the room, to whom he communi-
cated the perplexity he was in.  Amazor, with-
out finther deluy, called feveral porters, and in
a moment removed the moft valuable goods in-
to an ambaflador’s houfe, who lived clofe by,
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The ambaffador’s fecretary, who was Amazar's

ipate friend, took care of thofe goods, and

o%ded a chamber for our adventurer. ‘Thus
‘did*he fecure himfelf agunft the firt firokes of
juftice ; for though he was innoceat, he would
haye fuffered much for the abfent offender, be.
ing unwilling to accufe him, though it were to
clear himfelf of all the foul c1rcumﬁances that
appeared again(l hiny.

Having thus difpofed his affuirs, Don Diego
went with Amazor to the ambailador’s houfe,
where he was courteoully received by the fecres
tary ; and having acquainted his mafter with the
whole affair, prevailed with him to ufe his in.
terefl for him.  Soon after the furge.ns perceis
.ved that the wounded gentleman begun to mend
apace, notice whereof was prefently given to
the abfevt gentleman, who had been the author

- of all this milchief, and of the trouble he had
brought his friend into, At length the patient
being pretty well recovered, the other came pri-
vatcly to Madiid, where feveral perfons of the
greate(t quality interpofing, an accommodation
‘was propuied, and the conditions were not long
debating. The charming lady, whote finging

.had been the canfe of all this difafter, hud a
hand in thefe propofuls, and reconciled all dif-
ferences, engaging her word to our adventurer’s

t
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frie..d, that (he would by degrees break off the
familiari*y his rival had contralled with(.lfv'-’
Thus the party offended fuffered the perulty,
becaufe he was not fo powerful as the other, had
the lady been as good as her word. _

Don Diego feeing his friend had now Lull fa-
tisfuction, thought of revenging himfelf on the
clerk who had contrived to bring him into trou-
ble.  Our adventurer was very revengeful, and
ncver undertook any but he endeavoured to
make it as public as he could, that it' might be
the greater.  To this purpofe he made himfelf
acquainted, by the help of feveral treats, with
fome bullics that relorted to the ambaffador’s
boufe, wheuce he would not remove until he
bad been even with the clerk. When he thought
it it tie to put his defign in execution, he fum-
moned all his inflruments, being feven in nume
ber, and provided them a fupper, in which he
fparcd for no coft; and they all drank plen.
tifully, remembering all. their fiiends, fome par-
ticulars whercof being remarkable, we will here
fet down,

The firlt health was to the ambaffador’s fiew-
ard, who gave thew fan&uary in that houfe a-
gainft all the ferjeants and other officers of ju-
flice. The fecond to the generous Don Diego,
who treated them fo often, wifhing him increafe
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of health to defray thofe worthy expences. The

wd to folicitors and counfellors, becanfe a-
midit all that have to do in criminal caufes,
they alone defcnd the criminals, provided they
‘are able to pay for the lies and {tories they in-
yent to deftroy truth, and .. ake fal{chood take
place. The fourth to phyficians, as being of
their own profeflion, becaufe their bufinefs is
killing, though they do it with lefs danger to
themfelves, as venturing nothing, and never
failing to murder a man when they have a mind
to it. The fitth to the brokers, who fo cunning-
ly difguife the hats and cloaks they fteal at
night. The fixth to vintners and innkeepers,
who treat and entertair{ them on the road, and
affift them in all their frauds. In (hore, they
drank more forts of heulths than cun be hore
inferted ; and to conclude with Don Dicgo’s

- projet, it was refolved that they would the
next 'night torment the wictched clerk ; and
thus they performed it.

Four of the refoluteft of the gang drefled
themfelves up as e reprefent devils, in the
moft frightful manner they could, aad about
midnight came to the boufe of the poor con-
demned criminal, which wis ina lane. They
got into the houle, the door being npen, by rea-
fon that fcveral families lived in it ;. and a greas
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dog hearing them, fell 2 barking, and w‘lked’
the clerk, who made his man rife to fee w
was the occafion of the difturbance. The man
eoming out, met thofe four frightful figures on
the flairs, each of them holding a lighted l.nk‘
in his hand, which filled the place with a :hﬂ-
flinking (moke. The lad was in fuch a fight,
that without being able to return to his maller,
he dropped down in a fwoon, “The devils pre.
{ently rufhed in at the door be had ]clt open,
and went dire@ly to the cJerk’s bed, where he
lay with his wife, who being both juft waked
out of their firft fle 'p. beliwveild them to be real.
ly what they reprefented,. which 'put them into
fuch a fright, that they lay f{tnfelefs as if they
had been dead. Then the devils, without lo~
fing any time, took hold of the damned <lerk,
every one taking an arm or a leg, and fenfelefs
as he was, Jaid him down upon the ﬂoor, where
they brought him to himfelf by virtue of a good
whipping with knotted ropes, laid on fo thick
and flarply, that before he could fpeuk a word
he was half fleacd. ‘The firt word he uttered
was the name of Jefus, at winch the devils left
him aud fled, muking a moft hideous noife at
the dvors, to confirm the opinion he had con-
ccived of them ; fo that when the florm was
wver, hie abfolutely concluded they were devils,
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fince they vanifhed at his calling upon that holy
uagie. He lay firetched out on the ground half
dead, what with the cruel flogging, and what
with the fright. His poor wife lny quaking, all
pathed in a cold fweat, and had fhirunk down
iMo the bed, not daring to put "out her head ;3
-fo that the wretched fellow lay all night as the
devils left him. When day appeared, and diffi-
pated all terrors, the body was found in the midft
of the floor in a high fever, and his wite in the
fame condition. They were long in the hands
of the ableft phyficians, and very narrowly
elcaped death. :

The news of this accident was foon fpread all
over the town, and even from the mouths of
fome who had the ftory from the clerk himfelf,
Every one talked of it according to his own
fancy, and fome faid, he was certainly guilty of
fome heinous crimes, unknowa to men, fince
heaven had punifhed him by the hands of hellith
executioners. Don Diego hearing this difcourfed
sbout the town, cfter the account he bad re-
ceived from thofe that did the cxegution,thought
hin.felf fufficiently revenged. Our adventurer
only pitied the poor wifc ; but a good hufband -
and wife are fo clofely allied and linked toge-
ther, that there is no doing the une wkindnefs

without the participation of the other.  After
~N
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this noble exploit, Don Diego kept at home for,
fome tiie, living in a very decent manner ,_but
this humour lafted not long ;' for before mz‘nny
days were pa, he fell again to hic night
rambles, "

T

ADVENTURE VL

T'ux (an had now run his courfe, and day fhut
_ in, when our noble Don Diego, whom experi-
ence made never the wifer, refolved to feek new
dangers, or rather to meet them, for they too
often prefented themfelves to him ; but before
we enter too far upon this adventure, it will be
requifite to make a fhort digreflion.

There was at this time at Seville, 2 man of a
genteel prefence enough, who kept himfelf in
decent apparel, and paffed for a gentleman; but
might be properly enough compared to an eagle,
for by duy he looked the fun in the face, and
by night he followed lis prey, fcaling whatfo-
ever came in his way. At the beginning of his
reign he took the name of Don Diego, until
‘time having difcovered what profeffion he fol-
lowed, he had the furname given him of Love-
Night ; fo that there were two men of the
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fame name at once; for, as has been faid, our
@dventurer was fometimes called Fly- Light, and
fometimes Love-Night, thefe two additional
names fignifying almoft the fame thing, though
proceeding from different caufes, fome more
fcandalous than the other.

"1t feemed to be fatal to our Don Dle"O, to
be brought into trouble by the miftaking of
names; but that which he met with among the
pretended fprites was no,more than a flea-bite
in comparifon of what he endured in this new
adventure; for as much as among perfons of a
generous difpofition, their honour is much dear-
er than their lite. This Don Diego at Seville,
perceiving that his praflices were difcovered,
and that there was a talk of ¢alling him to an
account, gave out that he was going dway to
Madrid, the Theatre of Wonders, and the load-
ftone that attra@s both the good and the bad;
but the day he left Seville, inftead of making to-
wards the Court of Spain, he weat away to Gra-
nada, hoping he might play his cards there, and
live a contiderable time before he was difcover-
ed, that city. being very kind to &trangers.

The news of his journcy to Madrid being
fpread abroad among all that knew bhim, the
fon of a jeweller of Scville had notice of it, who
being deceived by common fame, a wonder tha
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2 tradefinan fhould be impofed upon, rclhlve
to follow him immediately, and with all,*“pe.{ﬁb]:l‘
#peed, to the great detriment of his buttotks,
which were miferably galled ; and of his fto~
mach, that often returned more than it had rq-
ceived, being grievaufly fhaken by the hifed
. ‘mules that are on that road. The caufe of his
" enduring all thefé hardfhips was, that this {harp-.
ing Don Diego had taken away fome jewels and
diamond rings of his, of value, which he had
trufled him with, As foon as he came to Ma-
drid, he delivered printed bills in all the gold.
fmiths fhops, defcribing thofe jewels, and in the
meanwhile infinuated himfelf into all compa~
nies, in hopes to meet with his man.

The fecond mght after this jeweller came to
Madrid, our primitive and legitimate Don Die-
go Love-Night, taking no warning by his paft
misfortunes, fet out again, expofing himfelf in
defiance of fortune. The occafion of this (ally
was to divert himfelf with a young beantifut
townfwoman, wife to a folicitor, who was tec-
koned a fharp witty woman, and very good
dancer‘ ready to receive any thing that was of.
fered her, and confequently eafy to be bribed,
In order to gain admittance to her, Don Diego
made ufe of a fly old woman, well verfed in car-
¥ying on amorous intrigues, and who, vnder oo—\
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Nur of promoting chaftity, only contrived to
'deftroy it. The bargain was ftruck up, and
Don Diego had leave to go vifit the folicitor’s
wife that night betwixt twelve and one, upon
cqndition that he fhould give her two diamond
rings fhe had feen on his fingevs, and which he
had & great value for, becaufe they had been
his mother’s ; but what is there that luft will
not fucrifice when its infoleace is not checked ?
Befides; he was to lay afide the habit of a gen-
tleman, and difg\uife himfelf like a fervant, te
the end, that if her hufband fhould happen te
meet him gbing in or coming out, the might
tell kim it was a mean her mother had fent ‘to
inquire after her health. For the better carry-
ing on this plot, the folicitor’s wife fent him by
the old woman, a letter fhe had received that
very day from her mother, which fhe had feal-
ed up again, and wrapt in another paper, that
it might ferve a fecond time, as occafion might
offer : Furthermore, that he thould come in the
back way, going along under an old mud wall,
and open the garden door with a wmafter-key
fhe fent with the letter : Theuce he was to go
into a parlour, where he fiould find his miflrels
ready to receive him.

- Dou Diego fubmitted to all thefe conditions,
Jeft his houft about the appointed hour, dreffed
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as was ordered him, with the rings, the letter,

where the folicitor’s wife lived, he heand a noile

f

and the matter-key, Being come into fhe ilreet ™

* . . 4 . . ~
in a houfe, as if people were in a paflion, which

his curious temper obliged him to inquire.intg.

He went in, and prefently fpied a man in a
~ court writing upon the end of a’'cafk, and ano-
ther lighting him with 2 candle in a lanthorn,
for fear the wind fhould blow it out. About
thefe two flood many, more, fome half drefled,
and fome half-naked ;.fome without ftockings,
and flipthod ; others in their fhirts, with only
their cloaks wrapped abont them, muflling up
their nofes, and moft of them with their fivords
.under their ‘arms. Our adventurer ftuod Rill

behind them, liftening to their difcourfe, with-

,out being difcovered by them, and by thit
means underftood that there had been a rob-
bery jult then committed in the houfe ; that he
who writ was a notary, and the other that light-
ed, a ferjeant, who were taking the depofitions
of the neighbours, fome of whom had 1uﬁued
their fhare in the robbery.

Don Diego having thus fatisfied his curiofity,
was for making off {uir and {oftly, to go on with
his intrigue ; but, as ill fortune would have it,

the dump of the night had given him a cold in -

his head, which made him fneeze three timeg
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,and fo alarm all thofe people, who cried out,
“ Who is there ?” Don Diego unwilling to be
knéwn, doubled his pace, without fpeaking a
word, which raifed a jealoufy in the others, and
made them purfue him as they did, crying out,
“ Stop thief.” He finding himfelf purfued, and
fo foully affronted, faced about, drawing his
fword, replied, * You lie, ye fcoundrels;” then
le:ttingr them come on, gave the boldeft of them
a great cut over the head’; but whatever he
could do to get out of their hands, they fecured
and carried him before the notary, who had
ftaid in the houfe ) .

There was nothing about him but what feem-
ed to teftify he had been concerncd in the rob-
bery committed there ; his mien and his habit
did not agree ; it was eafy to guefs he was dif-
guifed. Being fearched, they tound in his poc-
ket a little calket, in.which the rings were, as
alfo the ‘mafter-key, all dangerous circumftances
againft him. The notary divided the booty ve-
ry equally, taking the rings for himfelf, and gi-
ving the key to the ferjeants for their good fer-
vice ; which done, they led him away to gaol.

Finding himfelf fo roughly handled, he began
‘to declare he was a gentleman ; that they were
miftaken in him, defiring to be carried before

the Lord Mayor, whom he would acquaint with
2 .
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his name, and make known his innocency be-
fore him. But whatfoever he could fay, thry
made no account of it ; ‘he was put into a din-
geon in the prifon) as a night-robber, 2 fthop-
lifter, and a breaker of the peace. He was im-
mediately confronted with two real thieves that
bad committed the crime; they hearing -him
fay that ke was a gentleman, and bad a fuffi-
cient eftate to live according to his quality,
without robbing another, refolved to own him
for one of their gang, not doubting but that if
‘he was of that rank he pretended, their caufe
would be long depending, and, in the mean-
. while their friends making reftitution,” would
procure their liberty ; befides that, they might
happen to’get off by his intereft, and, if it came
te the worft, they would be condemned to fome
eafly puniﬂumént. Don Diego perceiving that
thefe men depofed quite contrary to what he
- expecied, having thought himfelf fure that they
would clear him, and that confequently he fhould
be fet at liberty, and difcharged of all that was
alleged againlt him, began-to rave,.and behave
himlelf like a madman. Let us leave him a
while in that frenzy to make him the foberer.
As foon as it. was day, the news$ of his impri.
" fonmen: flew all about the town; his friends
were acquainted with it, who came immediate-

'3
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ly, offering to be bound body for body for him,
aflirming he had no hand in the crime laid to
his charge ; but they were not allowed fo much
as to fee him, and went their ways aftonifhed,
and out of cowntenance, to hear it aflirned,
that a man of his quality fhiould be taken in a
robbery, dilguifed, and with a picklock in his
pocket.

This ramour being handed about, it came to
the cars of the jeweller at Seville, who, overjoy-
ed with the conceit that he had found his jew-
els, and that our adventurer was the fame Don -~
Diego heé was in fearch of, went haflily to the
prifon to enter his action againft him, and to
the notary’s to feize the rings he had tuken, as
belonging to bim. The many examinations
and depofitions, on account of this lufl accufa-
tion, helped to {we'l the bulk of the writings in
this procefs, in which the folicitor, hufband to
our adventurer’s defigned miftrets, who had been
the caufe of all this confufion, was employed by
the jeweller of Seville, to manage his caufe. e
coming to inquire into the fu&, kuew the ma-
fier-key to all the locks in his boufe, and under-
ftood that the party accufed had been taken in
his ftreet. This made him fufpe@ his defign
had been to rob him as well as his neighbours,
and therefore finding himfelf particularly con-

Vou. L F
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cerned in this matter, he declared himfelf a pic- |
ty, and followed the bufinefs fo hotly, that i
had Don Diego examined again upon freth -

cumflances and articles, which he alleged agaimi

him ; but our adventurer beingedifcreet and in-

genious, anfivered fo cautioufly, that he no way

difhonoured the party who provoked him, {pa-

ring him for her fake.

This was the poflture of aftuirs, when, through
the folicitation of his friends, Don Diego was
taken out of the hands of the criminal judge,
as not fubje® to his jurifdittion, and turned
over to his own proper court, where the folici-
tor declared himlelf the principal profecutor.
Don Diego finding Limlelf fo hard prefled, fent
the old woman, that had been meflenger of love
to the folicitor’s wife, to advife her ingenioufly
to perfuade her hufband to defit from his vio-
lent profecution, or elfe he fhould be obliged,
in his own defence, to expofe them both, and
divulge that which would make them infamous.
The jilt, who thought of nothing but her plea-
fure, and how fhe might fecure the rings rather
than her honour, took no notice of this admo-
nition.

The judges and partics were flrangely per-
plexed about the circumftances of this procefs,
becaufe none of them knew the fecret; till ¢
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Iength Don Diego finding he was daily drove

. to greater diftrefs, by the obftinacy of the foli-

citor, refolved to clear himfelf of what he laid
to his charge, to his own fhame and confufion.
He gave a full account of the whole intrigue to,
I gentleman of his acquaintance, who was very -
intimate with the judge, and expounded the
riddle to him ; and having diligently weighed -
all the circumftances, he refolved to expofe the
whole naked truth in public, to fave the ho-
nour of Don Diego, at the expence of the im.
pertinent folicitor’s reputation. The old wo-
man privately depofed what fhe knew of the
affair ; the letter from the folicitor’s wife’s mo-
ther was produced, which fhe had fent to Don

"Diego. The jeweller of Seville was fummoned,

and being brought face to face with our adven-
turer, flood amazed, as if he had been thunder-
firuck, and frankly 'owned that was not the
man he fought after. Hereupon the judge dif-
charged the procefs, ordering the rings to be
reftored to Don Diego, as being his proper
goods ; the mafter-key to be put into the hands
of the folicitor for the fame reafon; and the
letter to be delivered to his wife, as a token of
her mother’s affe&ion. .

This juft judgment being pronounced, the

2 Je zellcr and folicitor ftood gazing upon one
F 2
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another like two ftatues, not knowing what to
fay, or how to look, and at laft went away mut- -
tering ; the jeweller vexed that he had travel-
led fo far, and been at fuch expence to fo little
purpofe ; and the {olicitor in a rage, for havins‘
been the inftrument of his own difgrace. Don
Diego, whofe courage was cooled by the rail-
lery of his friends, got off with his rings fufe,
valuing them much more than the fport he was
going to lofe them at, had he not been prevent-
ed by the misfortune he met with. Thus we
conclude this adventure, obferving the truth of
the proverb, which fays, « It is 4n ill wind which
* blows nobody good.”

S
ADVENTURE VII.

T’ “uen the unaccountable Don Diego was
di Charged out of prifon, and cleared of the
crimes laid to his charge, yet was he refolved
to impofe a penalty on himfelf. HHe had been
fo much put cut of countenance by his friends
ripping up all the extravagant aQions of his
life, that it went to his very heart, and there-
fore he refolved to banifh himfelf for a time
from Muadrid, and endeavour to reform, rather
in compliance to thofe who wifhed him well,
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than for his own fatisfa®tion. He fet( aout fot

. that city in Spain which is reckoned to a]gqund
in learning above any other in Europe ; and%f"
reality, fciences are fo common there, that they
are not only taught by day in the fchools, but

“¥T night in the cellars, This is the city of Sa-
lamanca, feated on the river the Spaniards call
Tormes, which they reckon more fruitful than
the Nile, becaufe its banks®are covered with ine
finite plenty of feveral forts of delicious fruit,
fit to pleafe the moit dainty palates.

This voluntary banifbment was the more ac-
-ceptable to-Don Diego, becaule the principal
motive of it was to recover two thoufund du-
cats, become due to him as the only heir of his

. family, by the courtely of his brothers, who
were pleafed to die out of kindnels to him. He
had {fubftantial creditors- to deal with, who
brought him the fum in lawful money, us foon
as they heard of his arrival. ‘This made him
not return the fooner, the wonders he had
heard of Salamanca prevailing with him to
make fome flay there. Huving latistied his cu-

. riofity, he fet out from thence doubly enriched,
carrying away abundance of bouks, though per- -
haps principally out of oftentation, like many
others in this age, who have grcat numbers of
valuable books, finely bound, but wichout ma-

F3 .
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king any other ule of them than as hangings or
pictures.

Being come back to Madrid, he locked up

“bis ducats in a curious cabinet, with his rings
and jewels, refolving they fhould not fee the
fon, but lie buried, till he had fome fufficient
occafion to fhow them the world again. The
two firlt nights efter his return home were de-
dicated to repofe, and he diverted himfelf in
tarning over his new books; but when that

- fliort term was expired, growing weary of this.
confinement, and fancying he forfeited the li-
berties and franchifes of his natural inclination,
he refolved to go to take the air next night, and
that earlier than ufual, that he might have more
leifure to walk the ftreets of Madvid.

However, he could not put his defign in ex-
ecution, on account of the vifits he received
{rom his friends, who, being informed of his re-
turn, came to welcome him. The forwardeft
in this point of civility was a gentleman called
the Miraculous Knight, becaufe, though he had
no eftate or income, he made a very good figure

- at court, keeping a handfome retinue, and dxef— ‘
fing as well as any man, which made many fu-

. fpe@ he had fome underhand way of cheating;

but they did him wrong, as will appear in the
fequcl of this flory. Don Diego gave him an
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+ account of the fuccefs of his journey, and to
confirm what he faid, opened his cabinet before
him, and fhowed him his ducats and jewels ; for
he was fo full that his fatisfattion overflowed.

. After much common difcourfe of what had hap-
pened at Madrid during Don’ Diego’s abfence,
the Miraculous Knight took leave of him ; and
though he would fajn have ftayed him to fup-
per, the Knight excufed himfeli with much ce-
remony. ‘ '

When he was gone, our adventurer received
two or three vifits more, vhich kept him at
home till near midnight, much againft his will,

) becaufe they were people of no confequence
but fuch things muft be often borne with in this
world, At length they departed ; Don Diego
took a light fupper, as if he had been upon ear-
neft bufinels; and about one in the morning fet
out from his houfe, yet lomewhat uneafy in his
mind, for baving been fo open-hearted with the
Miraculous konight, fearing lelt he, or fome
other by his infligation, (hould plot againft his
ducats. Being difturbed with thefe thoughts,
he turned back to gé’home again, defigning to
remove his cabinet out of the lower room up
ftairs, as believing it {afer there ; and palling by
a churchyard which was near his boufe, he heard

. a doleful voice, intermixed with muny groaus,
. ¥ 4
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which feemed to come from the charnel houfe,
where the bones of the dead were laid up,
which made his hair ftand up an end, his eyes
to flare, and his ears to give more than ordi-
nary attention. He ftopped fhort, and heard
the groans rcdouble ; whereupon he began"ﬁ
confider that it was one of the moft heroic .ad-
ventures that could befal a walking knight er-
rant, and that if he did not attempt to fee the
end of it, he fhould ever after have a worfe con-
ceit of his courage.

He called to mind the adventure in the Ap-
ple Street, which was only a reprefentation by
perflons difguifed, but concluded, that this be-
ing the real babitation of the dead, there could
be no deceit. He drew near, and perceived a
{mall glimmering through a cranny in a board,
and going rouad it, found a door, out of which
there came more light.  Being about to go in
boldly, he trod on a dead man’s dry rib, that
fnupped under his foot, at which noife a manly
voice afked him, ¢ Who is there?” At the
famec time out came a handfome man, with a
fword in one hand, and 4 dark lanthorn in the
other, fo that there was no {eeing him that held
it. Don Diego perceiving the glittering of the
{word, drew his, and immediately the man that
made towards him cried out, * Don Diego, my
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¢ dear friend.” He knew him by his voice, but
" -not by his perfon, by reafon of the fhade of the
lanthorn, and perceived it was the Miraculous
Knight, who had been to vifit him that evena
wdng.
Don Diego amazed to meet him in that nian.
ner, afked what he did there? « Alas, Don Die-
“ go,” faid he, “ you come at a time when I am
¢ full of trouble ; but, in (hort, I muft tell you,
“ T have been married almoft thefe two years to
% a young lady of quality, and yet no cfeature
“ knows of it but only two friends, and the
« prieft that married us. This young lady has
“ ever fince continued at her father’s houfe,
“ without being the lcaft fufpe@ted by any bo-
“ dy, either at home or abread. Immediately
« after 1 left you, fhe fent for me, and told me,.
¢ that her time was up, the pains began to come:
“ faft upon her; that fearing her-father’s feve.
é rity, who would certainly murder her, if he
# dilcovered her offence, fhe defired me to take
“ her away from his houfe, and convey her 'to
“ fome place where fhe might be delivered with
© ¢ lefs dread. Being altogether furprifed ut this
« accident, and confidering your houfe was clear,
“ you not being married, I was going to put
« myfelf into your- prote@ion, and to commit
% my fecret and this young lady’s honour to
Is



106 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER.

“ your difcretion. But as we were paffing by
¢ this churchyard, I conducting her with this
¢ lanthorn, the throws came fo faft upon her,
¢ that fhe could go no farther, and I was for-
¢ ced, as faft as I could, to brin:g her into thigw
“ charnel-houfe, which, by good luck, I found

* open.” '

The knight was juft come to thefe laft words,
when the woman gave rotice of her being there,
crying out, Jefus, Jefus, and then fetching up a
fong figh, God be prailed, faid fhe, it is over.
‘The knight ran hattily to her, and fo did Don
Diego, and found fhe was dehvencd of a beau.
tiful child, born under moft maufpxc:ous cir-
cumftances, had they been fuperflitious, as en-
tering into life in the very manfion of death..
It was a ftrange fpe@acle to fee the poor lady
itretched out upon fo many dry bones, and the
infant born amidft the dead, ‘The father took
up the little babe, and wrapping it up in his
clauk, recommended the mother to Don Diego,
and went away with the child to a midwife’s he
- Jind in fee feveral days before for that purpofe,
and ordered her to provide a nurfe.

Don Diego was left there by himfelf, with the
lanthorn in his hand, comforting and encou-
raging the poor lying-in lady. There was fo
Little candle in the lanthorn, that as foon as the
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knight was gong it went out, leaving them in
" that dreadful darknefs. Iam in the wrong to
call it dreadful, at least to our adventurer, who
moft delighied init. Whilft he was taken up
about this work of charity, one of the notableft
thieves in Madrid had got intelligence of his
ducats, and underftanding he had left them de-
folate that night, he made to his houfe with a
good pick-lock that opened all the doors. Ha-
ving fearched all the rooms, he met with the ca-
binet the treafure was committed to, broke it
open very dexteroufly, and feized the bag with
all the jewels. Not fo fatisfied, he opened a
trunk,.whence he took two fuits of clothes, and
making all up into a bundle, with the gold in
the middle, and the jewcls tied up in a napkin,
he laid it on his back, and made away with all
poflible expedition.

IHe was not gone far from Don Diego’s houfe,. .
when he fpicd the watch going the rounds, and
before they could difcover him, he fled towards
the churchyard we laft fpoke of. The watch
hearing him run, fufpe@ed he mult be fome ma-
lefadtor, and made after him; but he being light
of heels, got to the charnel-houfe, where he
dropped the bundle at the lying-in woman’s
feet, which ftruck fuch a terror into her, not
knowing what it might be, that fhe forgot all

' Ie.
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her pains. Don Diego little thinking that he
was put into poffeflion of his own goods, ftepped -
out with his fword in his hand, to know what
was the occafion of the noife he had heard. The
thief hearing him walk over the dry bones of
the dead, which crackled under his feet, thought
it had been fome evil fpirit fent by providence
to punifh bim for bis crime ; for a wicked man
fears-every thing ; and confidering they could
not find the theft upon him, chofe rather to
fall into the hands of human devils, than of the
infernal.

Coming out of the churchyard he meets the
watch, who had purfued him full butt, they ha-
ving laid in ambuth to catch him; but the
thief being ftrong and fkilful at his weapon,
drawing a good back-fword, laid about him fo
Auccefsfully, that he made way through them,
and got fafe off.

In the meanwhile Don Diego coming out to
the entrance of the churchyard, without meet-
ing any thing, and hearing no more noife,
thought it a rathnefs to go any farther, and an
indifcretion to forfuke the poor weak womaun he
was intrufted with, and therefore tetuined ta
her, whom he found full of grief, and complain.
ing heavily againft the Miraculous Knight,

slaming his flay with fuch’ words and exprels
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“fions, as teftified they came from a woman of
‘family. Don Diego perceiving fhe was fome-
what recovered, offered to cendu her to a mar-
ried man’s houfe, who had been his fervant, and
lived clofe by there. She confented to the pro-
pofal, he helped her up, gropping, and letting
her reft on his arm, led her gently to that houfe,
where the was courteoufly received, as well cut
of refpect to him that brought her, as for the
regard due to her beauty, which charmed all
that beheld it. Had not Don Diego’s thoughts
been then wholly taken up with the care of his
ducats, I cannot tell but he might eafily have
given way to be in love with that Jady, for when
he faw her by the light, he perceived beauty |
enough to enamour him. A midwife was fent
for to affift her in all that remains to be done
after delivery, and in the meanwhile fhe was
put into fuch a delicate neat bed, as might have
ftilled the thoughts of a jealous man, and lulled
him afleep. Let us leave them both there in
this condition, and go fee how the Miraculous
Knight was fpending his time, for he very well
deferved that nume, fortune having in him given
wonderful inftances of her unaccountable fa-
vours.
He being very folicitous’ to have the child
. taken care of, becaufe it was indifpofed, and
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confidering the mother would be in trouble for
his ftay, defired the nurfe’s hufband to takea’
lanthorn, and go make his excufe to Don Diego
and the lady he would find with him, and to
beg he would make provifion for the unfortu-
nate woman, putting her into fome fafe place,
where fhe might be furnifbed with what was
neceffiry in her condition. When the man
came to the churchyard, Don Diego was al-
réady gone to fulfil his requeft, though he Bad’
not heard it. The nurfe’s hufband coming into
the charnel-houfe, where the knight had told
him he fhould find Don Diego and the mother
of the child, and feeing nothing but the horrors
of death, was going out backwards, not daring
to turn his back upon all thofe dreadful {peta-
cles, for fear they fhould rife and fall upon him
unawares. When he was near the door of the
charnel-houfe, he happened to fet his foot on
the bundle the thief had dropped there, as he
fled from the watch, and finding it fink under
him, cried out, fancying he bhad trod on fome
corpfe newly broughtin, till drawing ncar it
with his lanthorn, he found his miftake, and
perceived it was only a bundle of clothes. Ide
confidered with himfelf whether he (hould carry
it away or po; but concluding that the dead
could lay no claim, he refolved to lay it on his
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back, thinking it very ftrange that he fhould be
fo well clad, where all people are left naked.
Don Diego having left the lady in fafety,
and being anxious for his treafure, hafted home
to fee if all were fafe, and coming to his houfe,
went direCtly up ftairs to the rqom where he
/‘had left his cabinet, and found it broke open,
which touched him {o to the quick, that he had
. like to have dropped down; but recovering
“himfelf, he perceived the mifchief had been done,
his cubinet rifled, and his trunk open. Not
knowing who to charge this upon, he conclud-
ed it was the Miraculous Knight had played
him this game, whilft he ftaid to guard his lady ;
for his long flay gave occafion to fufpect he
might be. guilty of this foul adion. To lofe
no time, he returned to the churchyard with
more hafte than he came, fancying that the
knight would not fail to be there to look for
his wife, the better to counterfeit innocence.
By good luek Don Diego came to the churnel
houfe, juft as the man fent by the knight was
going out. Qur adventarer in a rage for the
robbery, and fully concluding that was the
knight; as he had before conceited, fell upon
the man fo furioydly, that he dropped the bundle,
calling him thief, and threatening to make an
- example of him. At the fume time an officer



112 THE NIGHT ADVENTURER.

of the watch happened to pafs by, going home °
dilcontented for having fpent the whole night
patroling about with his companions, without
lighting on any booty. He bid them both to
keep the peace, and anfwer his queftions, which
they immediately obeyed; for in Spain the
meaneft officer of juftice is much refpected.

The day then began to break, and the heat
of Don Diego’s paffion being fomewhat over, he
had leifure to obferve, that the man he had
taken was not the knight, and the unkfiown
perfon finding himfelf at liberty, and wifely con-
fidering, that, though innocent, being found
with the bundle upon him, he might be brought
into trouble, he thought fit to make the beft
of his way, and truft to his heels to bring him
off. In fhort, he vaniflied in a moment, leaving
Don Diego to anfwer for both. Whilit the of-
ficer was putting himfelf into the pofture of an
examiner, up comes the real thicf, who having
made his efcape from the watch, had waited till
it was day to come and carry off the bundle he.
had flole from among the dead, with whom he
had left it in truft.  He difcovered, at fome di-
flance, two men, which were our-adventurer
and the oflicer contending together ; however,
he by degrees drew ncar them very impudently,
with hat in hand, liftening to their difcourfe,-
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and at the fame time {quinting upon the bundle,

+Act laft the officer touching Don Diego with his
rod, commanded him, in the king’s name, to
follow him. The thief feeing them in motion,
took up the bundle, by filent confent of Don
Diego and the officer, and followed them, each
of them thinking he had been the other’s fer-
vant. )

Whilft all thefe things were in agitation, the
Miraculous Knight was fretting with impatience,
expgcting the return of the man he had fent to
Don Diego. Being tired with waiting, he went
out to feek him, and coming to the churchyard,
found ncither the meflenger, nor thofe he had
fent him to. Thence he went on to Don Die-
g0’s houle, where he heard the difinal news of
the robbery, but nobody could tell where he
was. This was a mighty trouble to him, being
at once concerned for the misfortune befallen
his friend, and becaufe he knew not where the
lady was that he had committed to his charge,
though he did not queftion but the was in good
hands, and that he had too much courage to
forfake her.-

In the meanwhile Don Diego going along
with the oilicer, came to the juftice’s door, and
looking about for the man that had taken up
‘the bundle, whom, as has been fuid, he took to
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be the oflicer’s man, and the officer concluded -
to be his, and not feeing him, he alked the of-.
ficer where he was, threatening to make him
accountable for it. The officer refenting his
words, anfwered him boldly, That he was not
now in a place where he could play his knavifh
pranks. This expreflion put Don Diego into
. {uch a heat, that he laid on the officer feveral
firokes with the flat of his {word about his
head, at whofe cries the juftice came out, and
having heard both parties, and underflanding -
Don Diego’s quality, he ordered hin to be con-
fined to his houfe, and two officers to guard
' him, A ,

"The Miraculous Knight being tired with run-
ning up and down, without hearing any news
of thofe he fought after, returncd to his child’s
nurfe, whom he found unfit to fuckle it. Her
hufband flying from juftice, had called there in
a mighty fright, telling her, he was obliged to
be gone, and abfcond for fome time, becaufe
fome ftolen goods had been found upon him,
and therefore he mult get out of the way for
fear of being thrown into gaol; and, without
explaining himfelf any favther, he feampered off,
leaving his wife in fuch a conflernation, that
her milk immediately went away. ‘This new
accident put the Miraculous Knight into fuch
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* confufion, that had he not been a man of great
temper, it would have gone near to difirac} him.
He had the charge of a child, and was deprived
of the means of giving it neceffary fuftenance
to {upport life. In this perplexity, heaven put
it into his thoughts to fend for a hackney coach,
nto which he went with the infant, carrying it
to'a village near Madrid, called Xetafe, defign-
ing to have it bred there very privately. The
thief, who had again fo boldly pofleflfed himfelf
of thg bundle before Don Diego and the of-
ficer, and feemed to follow, had dropped them
at the firlt turning of a ftreet; and to prevent
being followed by the tradt, thought it beft to
‘depart Madrid, to enjoy the fruit of his wicked
fuccefs'with more fafety, difguifing the clothes
and jewels, with the affiftance of fome knavith
brokers and goldfmiths, who made it their bu-
finefs to metamorphofe ftolen goods. The lying-"
in woman was infinitely afflited, being in a
manner forfaken by her lover, and by him who
had brought her into that houfe among people
that were altogether ftrangers to her, who never-
thelefs attended her with all poflible care, in pur-
fuance of the orders given by Den Diego.

Her father and mother mifling her, left no
ftone unturncd to hear what was become of her,

Jhut all in vain. In fhort, there was nothing
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but trouble and confufion among all the parties -
concerned, each had their aflliGtion and forrow,
as well as the other. ‘

The Miraculous Knight came to Xetafe in
the evening, where he found all he had occafion .
for to his heart’s content; he had put the ine
fant into a good nurfe’s hands in lefs than anf -
hour, and was preparing to return to Madril.
As he was getting into the coach, he heard a
mighty noife in the inn; he turned in again,
and fpied 4 man, who held another by thg col-
lar, and tugged him about, as if he would have
throttled him. * Have I got you,” faid he,
“ thou villain, thou thief; you are the man
“ that robbed me about a year ago at my houfe
* in Toledo; I am refolved I will cut your
“ throat, that your bloed may make fatisfac-
% tion for my goods you ftole. This bundle
“ you bring is certainly fome frefh robbery you
* have committed at Madrid, for which it is
“ likely feveral as unfortunate people as myfelf
"¢ are now at their wits end.”

The houfe was immediately filled with people
at the cries of this p.flionate man. The Mira-
culous Knight broke through the throng, came
up ro the perfon impeached, examinéd him, and
by hLis anfwers perceived he was the thicf that
had robbed Doun Diego, who, as providcucg.\
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* had ordered it, took up his lodging in that inn
with a merchant of Toledo, whom he had rob-
bed fome time before. The mayor of the town
was called, the bundle opened in his prefence,
and an inventory taken of all there was in it,
Which was left in the cuftody of the mafter of
the houfe. The criminal was put into gaol, and

knight returned to Madrid, to carry Don
Dlego the good news, which was very accept-
able to him ; and in return, he carried the
kniél;t to fee his lying in lady, who was no lefs
overjoyed at this vifit.

Don Diego was much troubled in his con-
fcience, for having fufpetted the Miraculous
Knight to be guilty of fo foul an action, yet he
was in fome meafure excufable, having ground-
ed this conceit on the common rececived opi-
nion, that the knight could not live at fo high
a rate without being concerned in fome bafe
employ ; but now Don Diego underftood that
he was maintained by the lady that fed his a-
morous flame, fhe being the only daughter of
very rich parents; and having for four years
laft paft fupplicd him plentifully with as much
as kept him handfomely at court. Don Dicgo
being eafed of the care of the young lady, ap--
pligd himielf in the next place to recover what

»
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had been ftolen from him. He got an order .
from court to fetch up the thief, to have him-
tried at Madrid ; where, as foon as he- came,
he confeffed all his crimes, and for his ingenui-
ty was rewarded with a halter. Don Diego
was again put in pofleflion of his goods, not
but that his purfe paid for it, becaufe juftice i is
a precious thmg, and muft be purchafed avh
dear rate. The firft nurfe’s hufband was recalled
from his voluntary banifhment.

In the meanwhile the Miraculous Knigl;t'b'e-
ing defircus to deliver the lady’s father and mo-
ther from the great pain and trouble they were
in, applied himfelf to feveral perfons of note,
as prelates, religious men of known piety, mi.
nifters of ftate, who being prevailed upon by
the continual fubmiflive entreaties of that beau-
tiful creature the knight's miflrefs, or rather

“bride, took the matter in hand with fuch zeal

and difcretion, that in a few days they prevail-
ed on the father and mother, and perfuaded
them not only to forgive the daughter and her
Jover, but to approve of their marriage, as if
they had been really confenting to it. Love,
which bad been the caufe of the offence, was
now the chief plcader in this caule, and {o en-
tircly gained the hearts of both father and

~
2
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miother, that upon making the reconciliation,
'they déemanded the infant to entail their eﬁate
upon him.

All their relations were invited to the cele-
bration of the nuptials ; for all the ceremonies
v of the church had been performed before. Don
Diego took particular fatisfacion in his friend’s

ocd fortune, and contradted a more intimate
friendfhip with him than before. On. the other
hand, the knight ftudied nothing more than
how, to find opportunities of exprefling how
fenfible he was of his obligation to him, for his
care, and the fignal fervices he had done his
beloved, who owned herfelf no lefs indebted to
+dins for his kindnefs.

' Moft people thought that Don Diego havmg
had fo much experience of the many troubles
and misfortunes the life of man is {ubje& to,
his own having been fo often in danger, would
for the future have lived within fome bounds,
and endeavoured to employ his time better, but
the woild was much deceived in him. He was
fo highly pleafed with the fuccefs of his adven-
" tures, that it emboldened him to look out for

others ftill more dangerous. Befides, he fancied
that-the night adventures, befallen to other
"men, which parents tell their children by the
Airefide, as wonderful and prodigious accidents,
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were nothing but mcre cheats and fables to |
fcare fools ; becaufe thofe ‘men being frighted
at the firft fhow of danger, and wanting courage
to fee the utmoft of it, have impofed their wild
notions upon others for wounders. In fhort,
they are generally weak people that tell us
ftories of fpirits and hobgoblins ; for there is
no churchyard fo frightful as a timorous man’s
heart. ’

|
|

ADVENTURE VIIIL

T uE vanity which had filled Don Diego’s heart,
for having come ofl fo advantageoufly in fo
muny perilous adventurcs, made him defpife
all forts of dangers. He thought himfelf now
proof agaioft any accic ents, and believed that
forrune could not conrrol his refulution.  Up-
ou this conceit he i)l fought new perils, to give
the greater proofs of his valour, and gain the
reputation of a hero, but inflead of purchafing
that pood name, he was reckoned a rath man
of an extravagunt temper 3 £ whofoever afpires
to be {npulur, deaws upon hunlelf either the
envy or the (corn ol othiers,

Don Diego was inlormed, that the travelling

3
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'waggons, which pafs through the fea of duft
in fTummer, and of dirt in winter, that is, be-
twixt Toledo and Madrid, performed their jour-
ney by night. For this reafon, and that he
might have the opportunity of converfing with
darknefs, not to delight his eyes with feeing
Toledo. once more, though a place the fun it-
!th beholds with plealure, he refolved to un-
dertake that great progrefs, which is juft twelve
leagues. He was alfo moved to it by an earneft
- defire he had to hear the railing and ribaldry
there is betwixt the mean fort of people who

travel that way. - For this purpofe, he put on

the fervant’s habit the folicitor's wife had before

perfluaded him to wear for her fake, left being

clad according to his quality, he fhould happen

to give a check to the frecdom of thofe fort of

people, and be difappointed of the fatisfaction

he expedted to receive in their Billingfgate and

ronfenfe. Having armed himfelf with fword

and dagger, he left Madrid about eight at night,

The company he had in the waggon conlift-

:d of fome country fellows, fuch as contract

friendfhip over a pot of wine; for in Spain they

drink no ale. Don Diego'took his place s it

fell to his Jot, for no compliments are ufed there,

As foon as the wheels were got oft the ftones,

every one began-to let his clack loofe, making

Vor. L G

1l
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a hideous noife, like a clock when the fpring
breaks, and all the wheels run off in confufion-.
out of their ordinary courfe, Qur adventurer
was amazed at this Babylonian confufion of
tongues, and no lefs at the barbarous expref-
fions be heard ; but was pleafed, that though
the dilcourfe was not rhetorical, yet to him it
was new. One told how he had paid his foy .
at taking leave; another, how he had been treat-
ed by his friends on that account ; another, that
be had picked his father’s lock to get money ;
a fourth, that he bid, nobody farewell, for fecar
of being flopped by his creditors. In fhort, it
was a mad medley of open confeflion of all
their exploits, and fcarce thrce words of fenfe
to be made opt of it.

With this pleafant difcourfe they came to
llefcas, where being at the inn door, before any
of them alighted out of the waggon, they fell
a brawling about a Jeather bag, which ferved
one of the company for a cloak.bag and port-
manteau, and being now miffing, the owner
would have the waggoner to be accountable
forit. ‘They all fet up the cry againft him, and
trom foul words came to blows, fo that the
poor waggoner was knocked down before the
inn, much hart, where the maid of the inn then
was, who flied falt tears upon the body of her
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unfortunate driver ; but he was {oon revenged,

" for he that ftruck him, halting to get out of the
waggon, to make his efcape, bung his foot in a

,Tope, and fell headlong upon the ftones, where
he lay for dead. The officers of juftice, who
are much of the temper of furgeons, that with
for nothing fo much as wounds and broken
vones, came in readily to keep the peace, being
as nimble with their feet as with their hands,
when they fec they have their prey in their nets.
They prefently examined, took depofitions, and
fent fome to gaol; and for the more fecurity,
they feized the waggon and mules; all which
they rather do, to ferve their own turn than the
public good. ‘

Don Diego, who fleod afide, as not concerned
in the quarrel, was neverthelef(s taken up for be-
ing one of the company ; and had becn infallibly
committed to prifon, but that he happened to
be known by fomc of the country inferior gen-.
try, who prevailed with the mayor of the town
to difcharge him. His difguife was the occa-
fion of his being put to that trouble; and there-
fore when a man goes where he is not known,
it is neceffary his habit fhould recommend him,
becaufe by that moft people guefs at his quality,
.and fometimes at his humour. He ftaid {even

or cight days at llefcas, diverting himfelf with
Ga
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fent the d¢
the fame
a love-{ic

her, or rather difcard himfclf. o this purpofe,
he hired a mule, as unlucky a jade ds the other
he had quitted ; only that being ufed to the
pranks of the former, he thought the latter more
tolerable. ) '
This mule having been hard wrought, and ill
fed, had much ado to move,’ though the rider
did not forget to put her in' mind with his fpurs.
She ftumbled every fiep the went, which {eem-
ed to forbode that he would not go far without
a fall, and fo it happened ; this might have been
more fatal to him than it was, had he not bee
fo frequently forewarned of what he was to e
pe@. It was a bleffing ic was fo well upon
guard againft his fall, for he muft.have bro
his neck, or not much fhort of it, being like
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tumble into a quarry, had he not thrown him.
felf off on the other fide. Getting up, like a
good Chriftian, be ufed charity with his neigh-
bour, helping his fteed upon her legs, but re-
nounced riding any more. He led her for a
good league to an inn, to which he came juft
with the dawn of the day, having fet out of Il-
lefcas about midnight, and travelling all the reft
of the night, in compliance with his old humour.
Here he made a plentiful breakfaft, or rather a
fupper, for he inverted times and feafons, break-
.falting when others fupped, and went to bed.
About four in the afternoon he was waked
out of his fleep, by a poft-boy’s horn, who came
“along with a meflenger, fent by order of coun-
cil, and reckoned a moft tharp-fighted fellow at
knowing a thief, though it is likely he was not
fo well fkitled as imagined, fince he knew not
himfelf; butitis the fureft way to (et a thief
to catch a thief, This man was come poft from
Magdrid, in purfuit of a parcel of cunning knaves,
well fkilled at making other men’s goods their
own; who had now given a fufficient proof of
their abilities, at the coft of one of the richeft
perfons of quality about the court. He alight-
ed at this inn, fearched it narrowly, and then
, examined the hoft and all his guefts very fevere-

_y. Don Diego was raifed to be prefent at this
G3
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- examination, and being in difguife, had paid '
for all, but that the meflenger happened to-
know him, l
Having made a thorough fearch and inquiry
in the inn, he was very much concerned that he
could hear no news of the criminals, nor fo much
as find any body to bring into trouble; for thofe
men defire no more than to find a fubjeét fitly
difpofed, and they know how to give it a form.
Not l-.nowmg whether he had better go on, er
turn back, he flood at the inn gate, inquiring
of all comers and goers ; Don Diego bearing
him company, and treating him with much com-
plaifance, in requital for the favour he had fhow-
ed him.  Juft as the day was fhutting in, they
difcovered at a diftance, a funeral coming to.
wards them, attended by four religious and four
laymen in mourners habits. Thefe came about
a bier, carried by- two lufty mules, on which
was a coffin covered with rich black baize:
The four religious men who came foremo%,
ftopped as foon as they came into the hamlet,-
telling the others, they muft reft a little, and
fay there a fhort prayer for the dead, that they
might preferve the living. The officer blefling
himf{elf when they came up to him, atked, Whe-
ther they had not met fuch and fuch people,
fo and fo habited, who had committed a notablk
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robbery at Madrid? « We have {een nobod+,”
" replicd one of the religious men, ¢ but here is
“ a robbery committed by a famous female
“ thief, fhe alonc was concerned in it.” “ Where
“ is that robbery,” anlwered the officer full of
concérn, * and who is that' female robber?”
“ Alas! Sir,” faid the religious man, % the rob-
% bery is in the coffin, uncovering the bier, '
* and fhe that has committed it is death. This
“ is a noble body, and as precious us gold.”
Then taking the oflicer by the hand, and drag-
ging him roughly towards the coffin, for he was
very ftrong, “ Come, Sir,” faid he, “ come and

% fee this unaccountable robbery; come and
“ fee what mortals are fubjeét to.”. The officer,.
who was not ufed to converfe with the inhabi. -
tants of the other world, not liking that fort of
invitation, anfwered him in a very angry tone:

# Pray let me go, father; I am not come hither

“ to call in queftion the aQions of death ; be.

“ fides I have no ftomach to look into a coffin;

. ¢ the fineft creature in the world ftinks within -
“.four-and.twenty hours after it is dead ; and
“ though you compare that body to gold, I do
“ not think it as incorruptible as that precious
“ metal, which alone has that privilege by na.
“ ture.,” This faid, he mounted a-horfebacl;,

. and went his way.
G4
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Don Diegn continued in the inn with this
fureral retinuc. The drivers unloaded their
mules under a great portal, they were carried
into the ftable, and a table covered near the cof-
fin, which they watched very carefully, and there
they fupped, inviting our adventurer to keep
them company, becaufe they faw he was alone.?
He fat down among them without any ‘cere-
mony, and they foon fell to downright drinking
of healths upon healths, which muft have proved
everlafting, had they rcceived any addition by
their frequent hearty draughts.

The hoftefs fomewhat furpufcd as well as
Don Diego, to fee thofe mourning companions,
fo little mo;tlﬁed whilft they were attending
death, very innocently faid to them, * Cheer
% up, gentlemen, cheer up, make much of your-
# felves, and be merry, for I dare fay, there are
“ others that lament for that poor body you
« bring, God give it ret.” He that fat it the
upper end of the table, and dealt about the cups
as he thought fit, anfwered her, * You have
« {poke fuch a fentence, fweet heart, as I little
« expe&ted would drop from that barren mouth.
« It is very certain, the houfe from which this
“ rich body came, for it is no poor one, as you
“ call it, is now undér very extrordinary afllic-
“ tion ; and what gricves them the more, i, to
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* & confider that this perfon was taken away fud.
« denly, to their eternal forrow : He died in my -
“ arms, and my hands buried him. Pray to
“ God that we may carry hin fafe to the place
« appointed, and be not fcandalized to fee us
“ take a little refrethment ; the trouble of at-
“ tending him a-foot, requires good -nourith-
“ment.,” ‘This faid, he drank to the hoftefs’s
health and clapping a great glafs of wine into
her hand, defired fhe would plc.dge him ; for
men call the complying with theit extrava-
gancies doing them honour.  Amidft this mul-
titude of healths, one of the mourners found
his indifpofition, his head proving too weak for
the funies of the wine he had drunk. He be-
gan to [tavymer, and talk an unknown-tongue,
and at laft dropt down in a trance, that made
hin look like the departed perfon, for he fell
intv profound fleep, the perfedt image of death.

It was about ten at night, when fuch of the
company, as werc moft in their fenfes, thinking
it time to depart, becaufe they would not lie
there 2ll night, laid the bier upon the mules,
which had been ‘as well fed as their mafters,
and paid the hoftefs very generoufly, who gave
them a thoufand bleflings, and made as many
.nrayers for the departed. They defired her to
take care of the man that was afleep, who would

Gs
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follow thera when he awaked ; and confidering
that the mourner’s habit he had on was of no
‘ufe for him to ftay there, they flripped him of
it, feeming defirous to hire another.man in his
itead to complete their number.

Don Diego prompted by his hellifh curiofity,
for we may well give fuch a name to that which'
pretends to dive into thofe things it is no way
concerned with, and being very defirous to be
particularly informed whither that funeral was
going, and who the dead perfon was, offered
them to {ill up that vacant place, and put on-
the mourning robe. They having found him
to be a good companion at the fupper, took.
another view of him, obferving that he had the
Iooks of a man of courage, and a good guard,
and therefore received him with open arms, in-
flead of the other that lay entranced under the
power of Bacchus, and fo they fet out of the
inn merrily.

No fooner were they out of the village, but
they left the highway, firiking acrofs the coun-
try, at which our new mourner was not a little-
furprifed, - not knowing whether they did it
through inadvertency or defignedly, but durft
not afk. ‘T'hey travelled in this manner about
two hours, till they came to a very uncouth
mountain, all rocks and woods, the habitation

*
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of wolves, wild boars, and other favage crea-
" tures. 'When they were got far into the moun-
tain, they halted, and one of the gang, a very
ill looked fellow, in a very haughty tone, faid,
fo far good, brethren, it is now time to divide
this.body. Well faid, anfwered the reft, you
are in the right, this is a convenient place to
divide it. Our adventurer was never fo ftartled
in his life, as at the hearing of this propofal, not
able to imagine to what purpofe they would ufe
that body fo barbaroufly. He drew a little
afide, and prefently perceived they were all fal-.
ling at variance about fharing the limbs of the
dead body. From words they.came to blows,
drawing out, fhort hangers and, piftols they had
under their long robes, as well the religious as
the [eculars, which Don Diego had not dif-
covered before. They grew to fuch'a heat,
that after much clattering of their fwords, and
many wounds: given, they fired their piftols,
which- put the mules into fuch a fright, that
they fell a fnorting, braying, and running as faft
as their legs could carry them.  Don Diegorun
after to ftop them, but they were fo fwift, that
before he could overtake them they, weve got
into a hollow. way, and fo narrow, that it was
impoffible to pafs by, and come before them ;

+ fo that he was forced to follow them with much
Go6
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trouble ; for befides that it was dark, there was
fcarce any fign of a road, fo that he ftumbled at
every ftep, and very often fell down upon tufts
of briars and brambles, which would hfve torn
his legs, but that he had boots on. However,
4till hoping to get out from ameng thofe bufhes,
he travelled about a league, with the horrors of
death always before his eyes, and thinking on
the flrange and fudden converfion of thofe re-
ligious'men into foldiers, wearing {words and
piftols about them inftead of beads - and brevi-
aries. He was amazed at their wickednefs and
barbarity, in defigning to cut in pieces a body,
which, if of the quality they repreflented it,
deferved to be preferved entire; for this he
thought was a praltice altogether unufual among
Chriftians, who allow of the opening of bodies
to embalm them, but not of quartcring them
like cattle.

‘Whilft he was taken up with thefe thoughts,
he found himfelf near a fhepherd’s cottage,
where providence ordered it, that the mules
ftopped of themfelves, which if they had not,
they would have fallen into a precipice with the
dead Lody. The (hepherds alarmed by the
barking of the dogs, came out of their cottage
with light, and were fomewhat ftartled, feeing
this difmal funeral pomp. Then Don Diego
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muffled up in his mourning weed, in as few
‘words as he could, informed them that he had
‘Ioft his way in the dark, and was carrying a
dead body, inquiring whether there was not
fome village hard by where he might reft him
. till day. Thofe good people being willing cha-
ritably to affift that wandcring mourner, con.
- duéted him to the village, where he found a re-
verend curate, who had formerly had his fiving
in the world, and was pow by the frowns, or
rather the kindnefs of tuitune, brought to this
plice, where he ipent his days bappily in_his
ftudies and peace. He lodged the living in his
own houle, and the dead body in the church;

and it was very good ‘luck to meet with fuch
an hoft, as had lodging both for the living and
the dead. The fexton and others belonging.to
the church were called, who carried the coffin
and the travelling corpfe into the chapel belong-
ing to the patron of the church, who was lord
of the village. Don Dxcgo took leave of the
fhepherds that had condu@ed him, and content-
ed them both with geod words and bounty, a

fort of payment not common, Being left alone
with the good curate, he gave him a relation of
his ftrange adventure; and his hoft lmving gi-
ven him a glafs of wine, and fome preferved
quinces, conduéted him to a bed fo neat, that it

. 4
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. added much to the inclination he had before to.
fleep ; fo that though he had thought to- have.
lain there only the reindining part of the mght
he ftuck by it fo Iong, that when lie got up he
could go ne farther a jourmey than fiom the
bed to the table, living that day like -a true
courtier, ‘The good prieft was: very ‘well in-
clined to make much of Don Diego, who- ‘was 2’
very pleal'ant companion, and thérefore defi »1ed.
him (o ftay there till next day, to fee whethee
any body would come to jnquire : after the cor ple..’
Don Diego liked his propolal, and. confented to:
it. Aftel dionner, "the cumte, to divert our ad-
ventmcr, carried him out awalkmm about the:
~ village, which was agreeably feated ; and fit-
ting by a.pleafant {pring, they fell into difcoutfe:
of nmews, by which Don Dlego perceuod that
the curate had. not been bred among peafants..
This obfervation, together with kis 'own natural .-
curiofity to inquire after every thmg, moved -him
to dl:ﬁlc the prieft to te"ll him how he came to
fettle his abode in that country, dwellmg The
other heing of a complaifant temper, to comply
with his gueft’s requeft, addreffed hlmfelt to him
as follows:

« I was born ‘it Seville; the only kindiefs.
« fortane would have me indebted: to her for,
“ that L might not call myfelf altogethicr winfor."
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.« tunate 3 but fince it is below the chara&ter of
“«.a brave foul to blame the ftars, let us proceed.
« My father was of noble extraction, and more
« famous for his virtue than for wealth, He
« caufled me to be inftructed in human and di-
“ vine learning, that he might leave me a never
. % failing inheritance ; and my genuis fuiting
- with the employment my father had chofen
% for me, I outftripped moft of my fellow Lu.
* dents,’ and foon took my degree of dodtor of
“ the civil law. ‘The fame of this being (pread
“ abroad throughout the city,  made many am-
“bitious to marry me into their families. 1
‘ had fome beautiful maids, with good fortunes,
“ propofed to me, fuflicient baits to alluic fen-
“ fuality and covetoufnefs ; but -having as yct
“ 1o inclination to confine mylfelf to the bonds
“ of matrimony, I could not approve of any of
“ the propofals ; {o that having rejected fo much
“ wealth and fo many beauties, as might have
“-moved the moft infenfible to plealure and
“ avarice ; and having fo often with{tood the
* perfuafions of all thofe that endeavoured to
“ engage me in matrimony, it was generally
“ concluded that I had fome fecret averfion to
“ women ; but the charms and perfe@ions of a
© % certain lady banifhed the notion conceived of
_“my being a woman-hater. Her perfonal
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“ beauty, and excellent wit, were irrefitible
« weapons, and indiffoluble {pells, that conquer-
“ ed and enflaved all fuch as could gain admit-
“ tance to her. Among the many that afpired.
“ to this honour, fhe admitted of my addrefles,
“ and not many days after, with the joint con-
“ fent of her friends and mine, the knot of per-
¢ fect union betwixt us was tied in the church.
% I lived with her two years in ‘a happy condix
“ tion ; and confidering the mutability of world-.
« ly affairs, I may fay that was a long time; but{
“ muft not dwell upon thofe thoughts, theremein.
- * branceé of them would but refefh the wounds
* which the lofs of her has made in my heart.

¢ This deat better half of me had a brother,
* whofe youthful gallantries grew .into fuch
¢ fcandalous extravagancies, that he became
* odious to all the inhabitants of Seville. He
¢ often fell into the hands of juflicé, and went
* through the difgrace of a gaol, whence my
*“ care, or rather my purfe, flill delivered'him\;
« for it is certain money is the fureft friend upon
“ all occafions. A’ fcandalous diforderly courfe
“ of life was become fo habitual to him, that
“ inftead of being refirained by the confidera-
« tion of fuch fhameful punifhments undergone,
“ fince virtue had no power over him, he fill
“ gave himfelf up inordinagely to vice. Per-.

.

(3
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“ ceiving that whatfoever courfe of mildnefs or
“ feverity I took, it was impoflible for me to
“ overcome his vicious inclinations; 1 forbid
“ him my houfe, and ordered all my fervants
* to keep him out if he came; but my orders
“ were in vain. A lawgiver muft proportion
“‘the power the_ fubje&s have to obey, to the
“ laws he enadls; for if they cannot be obfer-
“ ved, they make the lawgiver contemptible,
* and are fometimes the, caufe of ditturbing the
“ public peace, and the fource of many troubles.
* This was my cafe ; and when I call to mind
¢ thefe things, 1 cannot forbear fhedding tears,
“I fhould be athamed to expofe my weaknefs
“ before you, were I not convinced that you
“ will think me excufable, when you have hedrd

“ the caufe.
« My wife loved this young man, as nature
“ obliged her, and as her only brother, fo that
“ his debauchery and’ lewd life no way dimi-
 nifhed her affetion, and therefore (he counte-
“ nanced his coming into my houfe, and fuffer-
“ed him to vifit her in my abfence. He had
“ {pies that followed me continually, and care-
“ fully gave him notice of my return, that he
“ nnght be gone, or at leaft hide himfelf before
¥Ttame home. But when ill fate purfues us,
" jt overtakes us in thofe very ways we take to

.
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“avoid it. They ufed to hide. him in my’
“ chamber, in a corner bchind the bed where:
“ my wifé and I lay ; and this contrivance ha-
“ ying often proved fuccehful, they flill made
“ ufe of it whenfoever they had occafion. It
% happened that going home one evening, and
“ entering that chamber without thinking any
“ thing, the young inan-having been failed by
“his fpies, was furprifed, and thinking to hide
« himfelf haftily, his foot hitched in a table, and
* he fell flat on the ground. I hearing the fall,
« without fecing who it was, for day was fhut in,
"¢ ran in fwiftly and laid hold of him, as he was
« rifing to get into his hiding place. Unhappy
“hafte ! I clapt my hand unfortunately on a
“ dagger he wore by his fide, and thinking he
“ had been a thief, ftabbed him three times with
«it, and he dropt down.” At the fame time I
“ was fenfible of my miftake by his voice ; and
“being f{truck with horror at this misfortune,
# let him go, and drew back. He having ftill
“ ftrength enough, got up with his fword in his
* hand to revenge himfelf, and pufhing at ran-
“ dom in the dark, thruft my wife, who was
“ come running in upon the noife, throuph the
“ body, and then dropt down dead.l! 1 he de-

« figned that thruft to kill me, he wcll Liew '
“ where to give me my mortal wound, fince T

b
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* lived more in his fifter’s life than in my. owa.
“ By this time my fervants came all in with
« lights, to increafe the grief and horror of fee-
“ ing one that held me fo dear, die in my arms.
“ As foon as fhe was dead, my forrow prevailed -
“ fo far upon me, that to make fome amends
“ for my inconfiderate offence, 1 went to deliver
“ myfelf up into the hands of juftice, like onc
“in defpair, accufing myfelf of the murder of
“ my brother-in-law and wite. 1 was caft into
“ prifon till the bufinefs came to a trial; but
“ my afili@ion {welled to fuch an unlimited ex.
« cefs that it dittraCted me; fo that from the
“ common gaol I was removed to the mad-’
 houfe ; where, for a long time, I was the ridi-
“ culous diverfion of my enemies, who came to.
« fee me, for the futisfation of making me their
« fcorn. However, through God’s mefcy, I re-
« covered of that diftemper, though it feemed
« incurable. I was then fet at liberty, having
“ futained a confiderable lofs in my eftate,
“ which had been confuined both in fuing out
“ my pardon, and dcfraying the charges of the
“ law, amountiog to a confiderable fum.
« At that time an uncle of mine, threelcora
“ and ten years of age, who was curate here,
* PlL fick of a hedlic fever, and being willing T
_‘tthould fucceed him in this place, as knowing
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“I was well enough difpofed for this profeffion,
“ he obtained of his holinefs to take off the ir-
“ regularity I had incurred ; after which I re-
% ceived holy orders, and fo became capable of
“ holding this benefice, which he refignéd up
“ to me. Thisis the occafion of my coming
“ to fettle in fuch a folitary country manfion, fo
¢ agreeable to my temper, where my only care
“ is to fulfil the duty of my fun&ion to the bétt
“ of my power. What {pare“hours I have are -
“ fpent in reading good books, the better to
“ enable myfelf to inftruét thofe fouls commit.
“ ted to my charge. Thus do I fpend my days,
“ expeing till it fhall pleafe God to call me to
© ¢ give an account of my a&ions.”

Don Diego admiring that reverend curate’s
ftrange fortune, commended his refolution of
fpending the reft of his days in that folitary
place. Thus difcourfing together of the hap-
pinefs of a country life, they came to the cu--
rate’s church, which they found open ; and that
being unufual at fuch a time of day, the curate
went in,. and found feveral perfons there m
mourning, who had juft brought thesbade
the patron of the church, and lord !
lage, lately dead, and were in decp @
the vicar and fexton, becaufe they| |
coftin and ftrange corpfe in the chal
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* was referved only for that family. The curate
difcreetly pacified thofe people, and Don Diego .
coming in at the fame time, concerned that his
&ead body could find reft nowhere, and that
they were for turning it out, defired tholc gen-

-tlemen 0 allow him the term of eight days, in
which time he offered to make out that his
corpfe belonged to the perfon they had then
brought, and-in cafe of failure, he promifed to
rernove it. Ilis requeft was granted, upon the
condition by him propofed. I khow not whe-
ther it was an enthufiaftic fit of prophecy or
madnefs that made him talk fo, for they fay that
madmen fpeak prophetically fometimes; the
event will decide it. ‘Che truth is, he told the
curate he had made ufe of that ftratagem, be-
lieving that thofe people would be gone the
ncxt day, and then they two might confult
where to bury thut firay corpfe that was left
upon his hands, and on which he would beftow
that lagt charitable ac of Chriftian piety.

All the people of the village were concern-
ed at their lord’s dcath, which they faid was
through too much grief, conceived on account
of a robbery committed upon him, to the va-
lue of twenty-five thoufand ducats in ready
#non®y and jewels. This being a robbery in

Jvhach feveral perfons mufy have a hand, ll that
’ ' t
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were any ways concerned, in hopes of being
. heirs to the family, took fpecial cure, for their
- own ends, to have all poffible fearch made af-
ter the robbers ; fo that having fent out office
and other people feveral ways, fome of them at
the entrance of a wood found. a man whom.
they took upon f{ufpicion, as well on account
of his ill look, as becaule upon examination he
gave no good account of himfelf. They pre-
featly fearched him upon the {pot, and found
about him fuflicient circumftantial proofs for a
farther trial; for in his pockets they found
hooks, picklocks, &c. They that took him
carried him to the next village, which happen-
ed to be the fume where Don Diego "was, and
being put to the rack,, lie foon owned as much
as they defired, and difcovered ftrange fecrets.
ITe confefled he was the eighth perfon con-
cerned in the mighty robbery committed at
Madrid, of a cabinet full of jewels and gold, of
a very great value. That for the better remo-
ving it out of Madrid without danger, they had
contrived to difguife themfelves, fome in the
habit of religious men, and others in the_appa-,
rel of mourners that attend at funerals den to
put their booty into a coffin, upon a bier Wiz
ried by two mules, all covered with black varzes
and to pictend it wagn dead corpfe thky wrie
‘ 2

-
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attending to the place of burial. That this
contrivaice had fucceed~d well enough, carry-
ing them oft at their eafe, and even in fight of
fuch as might be concerned in the lofs. That
~ he the d=ponent falling afleep through weari-
.nefs at Xetafe, where the whole gang refrefthed
thewmfelves, they had left him béhind, and ta-
ken off his mourner’s garb ; but that when he
awaked he run after them, knowing whither
they were to go, to get his part of the booty.
That before he could come up with them, his .
companions had fallen out about dividing the
robbery, and had fought {o furioufly at fword
and piftel, which they had under their habits,
that he found two dead upon the fpot, and the
relt mortally wounded. One had loft an arm,
another was ham-ftrung, a third had his head
cloven, a fourth half his face fliced off. In
fhort, they -were all fo mortified, that every one
had left fome of his flefh and much blood on
. the field of battle. That befides, he left them
"half mad, and curfing one another bitterly, be-
caufe, whilft they were in their fury, murdering
one another, a ftranger taken inflead of the de-
ponent had drove away the mules with the
l‘%l%;ft, fo that they knew not what was become
1

%,and he was then going to hear fome news
_of.them,
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By this ample confeflion, the examiner plain-
ly perceived this was the robbery committed on
the lord of the village, for grief whereof he was
dead. He run immediately to the curate, and
told him all this wonderful news in the prefence
of Don Diego, at which both he and his gueft
" were lo furprifed and aftonifhed, that for fome
time they could move nothing but their eyes
. and hands, fo much were they overjoyed at this’
ftrange adventure, Being recovered from this
tranfport, they went together to the church,
and to the chapel where the two coffins were,
the one of the lord, and the other of his trea-’
fure, which Providence had ordered he fhould
follow when dead, as well as living, fince his
heart was in it. They prefently opened it in
prefence of feveral witneffes, every one admi-
ring how ingenioully thofe thieves had diftri-
buted their prize, confiting in three forts of
things of value, filver, gold, and precious ftones,

Then Don Diego plainly under{68d the
dle of the fulfe religious man, whefl
officer, who met them at Xetafe,
precious body, as noble as gold a
head to foot, &c. He might alfo.bo
once in his life, had the gift of pro
he faid before, that his dead corpf
akin to the patron of the churc)
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fufﬁciently made out; and might have added,
it was the relation he loved beft, fince he died
for love of it The news was immediately fent
to the gentleman that was heir to the party de-
ceafed, who came with the meflenger to take

. pofleflion of that treafure. Fle being willing to
fhow mercy to the thief that was taken, as the
caufe of his recovering fo much wealth, ordered
the gaoler to contrive that the malefaor might
efcape, as if it had been by want of care in ire-
curing him,- which was accordingly put in exe-
cution,

All the gentleman now wanted was to farisfy
the earneft defiie he had of being acgnamnted
with our adventurer, that he nu ht make him
a prefent, or at leaft to return hun thanks, for
that through his means, and the good forrune
that attended him, the robbery was conduéted
to fuch a place of fatety ; but Don Diego, who

* had a generous foul, defiring. no acknowledg-
ment of this fort, fhunned all occafions of mcet-
ing that gentleman, who paid all the charges
very nobly, and gave the two mules to the cu-
Yate, who durft not refufe the prefent coming
from his lord, though they were none of his.
TL# done, he returned to Madrid, taking along
‘wi;’{him the precious corple, to be buried in
_andther tomb, -

Yor. L. H
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Don Diego was fatisfied with hisis
going to Toledo, without proceedi
ther, and, at the requeft of that gg
curate, ftaid a week longer with
the time in difcourfe of man’s fovereig
and the peace and tranquillity of fue
free from worldly paffions, and th
fings of this life. When our adve
his leave, he was forced to admit [¢
prefent the lord had made the cu
of one of the mules, in regard he h
caufe of that bounty. Doun Diego,
was haughty, could {carce be prev
take it, but was conftrained at len
rather out of complaifance than c
They embraced, and parted with fi
tion, Don Diego promifing to write
ten, and to fend to him the news o
as the moft-diverting prefent to tho
known the world. The hopes o
_ fpondence alleviated the curate’s
this feparation ; and the defire of r
Madrid made our adventurer try
mule hnd any fhare of heels,
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ADVENTURE IX.

r:t:' had been happy for Don Diego to have
made a longer ftay with that reverend church-
- man, whole pleafing and virtuous converfation
might have in time produced fome change in
his ektravagant mauners. The company of
good perfons often excites us to follow their
example; but Don Diego's libertine temper
was not to be contained within the bounds of -
fociety, though he behaved himfelf well enough
when he was in it ; fot, befides fome little learn-
ing he had, his excellent memory and good fenfe
made his converfution agreeable., However, he
only loved to keep company with wild young
fellows like himfelf, who had no other employ-
ment but ranging the ftreets at midnight. As
foon as he returned to Madrid, he fent to ge-
quaint all his gang, defiring them to meet ata
certain ufual ‘place of rendezvous, to renew their
acquaintance, and drink 2 glifs together, Kight
of this mad gang, who loved to grope out their
fortune in the dark, met at the place appointed,
\vherc they fupped together, by way of club,
every man might be at his full liberty, not
obl/wcd to one another, and have mo occafion
to make any compliment at parting.
' H 2
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When they had performed the f{olg]
his welcome home, and offered facnfie
chus and Comus, the two dgities the
larly honoured, they all fallied out i
with their guittars, to ferenade their fm
and found a reveillé to fome, that had ratl
have devoted their eyes to Morpheus, than th
ears to Orpheus. Among thefe was
cary, whom they made their {port, on
they unexpefedly found themfelves b
and Don Diecgo remembered he ow
good turn. He had lived very near
turer when he fell fick, after the deatifof'l
der, and Sirena’s becoming a religiou
caufe he made ufe of another apothe
man, out of envy to his brother. trad
to be revenged on Don Diego, ne
rattling his mortar,. and made more
flourifhing his peille, and chiming on
of the mortar, than with pounding his
and the fhrillnefs of the found gave
caufe to fufped that there was nothin
very little in it ; fo that fick Don Dig
very much difturbed with this ringing
veral times to entreat him to make
but he anfwered, that he might do
pleafed in his own houfe, fince he pa
that he muft work for his living;
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%nted a dinner, Don Dicgo would not give it
"him ; and much more to this purpofe; fo that

> Don Diego was fain to make ufe of all his in-
té e, friends, and money, to make him remove
from thence, as he did at laft, becaufe he was
but a quarterly tenant, and yet he had not this
fafisfaction till towards the end of -his ficknefs,
after he had endured very much by him. So
that hot thinking himfelf fufliciently revenged
of him for his impertinency, being then acci-

_dentally upon the fpot, he had a fancy to play
hini a prank..

" Qur brave adventurer being at this time high.
ly infpired by the fumes of Bacchus, whence
moft of thofe wonderful conceits proceed, which-
we commonly attribute to Apollo, dcfired his
companions to halt. Then advancing eight or
ten paces, he .fell a knocking. furioufly at the
apothecary’s door, who was going to bed, and
held the following dialogue with him:

Apothecary. Whe is there? Who is it that
knocks at my gate fo late? Sure they are fome
lunatics, or night magiftrates, for no others durft
do fo at fuch an unfeafonable hour. How now!

Don Dicgo. Pray, Sir, do me the favour to
te1” me whereabouts lives a .certain apothecary
and half.do&or, whofe name is Mafter Robert?

Apothecary. Malter Robert? He is certainly

" Hga
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a whole do@or; and as for you, Sir, he hves
here, in this very place, and is the fame thit is
talking to you in perfon’; fpeak what you wonld
have with me, for I have more mind to fleep
than to talk.

(9

Don Diego. Sir, I beg your pardon with all -

my heart. Is it poffible you are the very man?
Pray, good Sir, let me entreat you, do not de-
ceive me, I am in more hafte than you imagine,
and I muft needs fpeak with himfelf. Alas!

poor gentleman, he’ll die this bout, if he has

not help immediately. Pray, good Sir, open
the door, for God’s fake,

Apotheeary. 1 know you not ; X will not open
ray door at unfeafonable hours, but tell me what
_ it is you want ; fpeak in plainer terms, for I do
not underftand half what you fay.

Don Diego. O gocd Lord ! Why mutft he die
then without help? I perceive you have not
prepared that medicine the phyfician faid he
had preferibed, and left the bill here.

Apothecary. God-a-mercy, thanks to my ftars,
now I begin to comprehend. Is it for the Nea-
politan gentleman, that is troubled with the
pain at his ftomach ?

Don Diego. The very fame.

Q;
Apothecary. Why, is he in fuch danger? My

fervant told me the phyfician had not ordered
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# it till Thurfday, which is not till after to-mor- -
_ Tow.
< Don Diego. For Thurfday ! Lord, Sir, what
do you talk of? Your man is miftaken, and the
_poor gentleman will pay for it, at the expence
- of his life and health.
Apothecary. My friend, be not impatient, do
- not fyet, 1 will put on my clothes dire@ly, and
afluré yourfelf the compofition will be ready in
+ lefs than a quarter of an hour, which will be
time enouglh to eafe the diftemper, if God fo
leafes.
;" Don Diego, Make haﬁe then in the name of
“ God, but not with fo much precipitation as to
miftake quid pro quo; you know the gentleman
is a perfon that will requite your trouble., A
dieu, Sir; I am going to tell them you are co-.
ming after me.

Apothecary. Go, go3 no man queftions my
ability befides yourfelf ; but I pardon your ig-
norance. '

Don Diego making as if he were going home
very haftily, and trampling hard on the ftones
to be heard, went off five or fix paces, and then
returning {oftly, drew ncar the fhop, and heard
the apothecary calling his man, and faying,
“ Hey boy, where is that laxative potionI made
« the day before yeftcxday, for the patient that.

H 4
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“died as I wus carrying of Hf
* be goad for this wan, rhe di
“ fame, you ne:d only pour§it
“ mortur, and here make 2n
“ granus fimplicfinus, and d
“ fion, theu fiat mutio,” &c.
“ us have done.”

Don Diego hearing this dife
te «uit the place for fear of
for he could no longer forbeafih

"l nghter. He returned to his compamons, who
had been liftening to his dialogue, admiring wha:
fudden fancy it was that took him, without
{pcaking a word to them, to go beat up the
apothecary, and banter him ; wondering at his
readinefs to lay hold of the apothecary’s own
words to put the trick upon him. Don Diego
told them, what orders the apothecary had gi-
ven his man, about the compofition of the me.-
dicine, and the terms of art he ufed, at which
they blefled themfelves a thoufand times, and .
beftowed as many curfes on him.

To [ee the event of the jeft, they refolved to
watch bis coming out at the corner of the ftrect,
that they might follow him, and know the un-
fortunate perfon the potion was defigned for,
to be facrificed to their frolic. They had not
watched above half a quarter of an hour before
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fhey faw that exccutioner come out of his
houfe, with the viol of the poifonous potion in
his hand, and a difh to drink out of, charging
his man to take care of the houfe. They fol-
lowed him c¢lofe at bis heels for a confiderable
way, and falv him go into the Neapolitan gen-
tleman’s houfe he had fpoke of, after knocking
a long time before they heard him. That gen.
tlethan was of a very weakly difpofition, above
fixty years of age, and wholly in the hands of
the doQors and apothecaries’; but though fick-
ly; he was worle in conceit than in reality,
which was a great trouble to thofe that had him
in cure. He was of a melancholy temper, which
had fo far'the predominancy over him, that it
led him into fuperftition, fo that he did not ftick
to feek eafe by charms and fpells.  His friends
defiring to divert him from fo great a crime,
prevailed with him to have one more conful-
tation of two able phyficians befides his own,
where it was refolved that he fhould take a
purge three days atter, which was on the Thurf-
day following, Thc patient was fo eager to be
cured, that he followed all their prefcriptions ;
and the implicit faith he had in the mddicines,
hoping in them to find eafe from his wilery,
made him relith the molt loathfome and (4.
favoury potions, as it they had been .4 .
Hs
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and ambrofia. And being extr
obferving all rules prefcribed by
and in taking the medicines exaét
appointed, he kept a valet de cha
care and fidelity he confided, a
other bufinefs but to take the
and carry them to the apothe
the other fervants had nothing to
themfelves in it. This man p
the laft confultation of phyfician
fter fome fmall refpite, and that
nothing in three duays, made u
to go vifit a young maid he wa
and it fell out unluckily, that the apothecary
brought his choice medicine, juft after this nur-
fing. fervant was gone abroad ; fo that the-other
fervants, and the patient himfelf, believed the
phyfician had thought fit to give him fome
potion beforehand, to prepare his body for
purging, and that the fervant had gone to ac-
quaint the apothecary with it. So the cour-
teous Neapolitan, without inquiring any far-
ther, took the cup, and pourcd down the
drench.

All this while our adventurer and his gang
were in the fArect, full of difierent thoughts.
Some laughed at the a@ion, whilit other were
‘much concerned, as foreléeing the ill confe-
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quences that might happen; infomuch, that the
wifeft of them prevailed upon the reft to withdraw,
and reft fatisfied for that time, referring it to the
next day, to inquire after the fuccefs of that
hellifh purge, which vented Don Diego’s revenge
upon the life of an innocent perfon. As they
went out of the fireet, they obferved their num-
ber was not complete, there being but feven left
of a‘ght that were at the apothecdary’s houfe,
which fomewhat perplexed them ; but one of
them, who was better acquainted witlf the ab.
fent party’s fecrets, told them they need not be
concerned, for he was gone to a place where
there was no need of a guard.

"The reader, for his better information, is to
obferve that Mafler Robert, our famous apothe-
cary, had a daughter fo beautiful, that fhe
might vie with the moft celcbrated ladies in
Madrid. The knowledge of thefe favours hea«
ven had beftowed on her, miade her {o vain and
conceited, that the valued herfelf much above
her quality ; for though but of mean parentage,
yet {he had a haughty {pirit, and afpired to fome
great fortune., She fcorned the addrefles ‘of
fuch as were not above her fank, though they
were very rich, and only delighted in being
courted by gentlemen, flill retaining fuch an

abfolute command over her paflions, that with.
H6
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out wronging her, none of all her adm
boatft, that he had gained the leaft
" clination. She maintained herfelf
dom a long time ; but at laft Rioda
panion of Don Diego’s, who had
from the reft of the company, being
by her perfetions, was (o dexterols
fo fortunate, that he gained admitgal
rothy, fo this beauty was called, by
of Mafter Robert’s maid, whom hé'k
by the prefents he continually mad
truth is, he was fo well qualified, {pea
the manner of the world, as might excufe the
amorous frolics a maid might be guilty of for
his fake.

This man being one of the perfons invited to
the meeting made to welcome our adventurer,
was in complaifance obliged to go a-walking
with them after fupper, as he did, but witha
refolution to leave that infipid diverfion, and
flip away from the company, to repair to that
which was much more delightful to him. This
was the beautiful Dorothy, whom that maid Le
fo bountifully rewarded, had put him in hopes
" -of enjoying that very night; fo that fecing them
make towards that quarter of the town, where
his bufinefs lay, he followed them with the bet-
ter will. * He was overjoyed when Don Diego
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fell upon that frolic againft his miftrefs’s father, .
and accordingly gave the greateft commenda-
tions of any in the gang to our adventurer, for
his wit and contrivance. In fhort, it looked as
if that whimfy had been put into his head, on
purpofe to favour his good fortune, and the me-
dicine he afked for fo earneftly, defigned to cool
his amorous flame.
~Be feeing the apothecary go abroad, let his
companions follow him, and ftaid behind upon
the watch, expe@ing the fignal the maid was tq
give ; for to-add to his good fortune, the aflig-
nation made him was juft at the very time the
mafter went out, as if he had contributed to-
wards completing of Riodan’s felicity. He was
fcarce got to the corner of the ftreet, before the
confident, by the confent of the amorous Do-
rothy, came to the door, and.taking Riodan by
the hand, led him, as if he had been blind and
dumb, into her miftrefs’s chamber, obferving
firict filence, for fear of awaking her mother.
_There Riodan found a candle burning, and Do-
rothy fitting at the foot of her bed, half un-
drefled, At his firft coming in, fhe pretended
to be furprifed, fell a railing at her maid, and
ftarting up defignedly, let fall her night-rail,
which covered her breaft, and fhowed her lover
wonders of beauty, though the pretended to clap .
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her hands before her, to hide them. Riodan was
not fo much a ftranger to thefe affairs, but he ~
could fee through her artifice, but fhe did it
with fo good a grace that it charmed him., He
drew near in the moft refpe@iful manner, endea~
vouring to excufe his boldnefs, and oblipe ha
to grant him fome favour; but fhe adling muach
coynefs and refcrvednefs, defired him to be gane
the fame way he came, telling him, lu r hanour
was too dear to her to part with at fo culy a
rate, and that whatever he thought of her, he
muft expect nothing of her but in a lawiul,
way. . ,

Riodan feeming to approve of her virtuous
refolution, made her all the moft obliging comi-
pliments that could be imagined, for he had a
ready wit, offering to give her what aflurances
fhe could defire of th fincerity of his affeQion;
and if promife of marriage would fatisfy, he was
ready to maké it. Dorothy, being well difpofed
towards him, and wanting only a good pretence
to give way to her inclination, took him at hig
word, and luid paper before him, to perform
what he had faid. The maid, at the fame time,
fet a great, heavy, leaden flandifh on the table,
which leewed to prognoflicate the heavy bux-
den he was going to lay on his fhoulders. He
readily took the pen, and with his own hand
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. writ the fentence of his condemnation, and be-

ing juft ready to fign it, he looked upon Do-
rothy, who fmiled for joy to fee him fo forward;
but as he turned his head towards her, he laid
his hand on the flandifh, which unluckily fell
.down on a great brafs mortar, that fiood by the
leg of the table.

’Q,hls was a ftab that pierced Dorothy’s heart,
giving a found like the clapper of a great bell,
which waked her mother, and made her fit up
in her bed, to obferve whence it came, Seeing
a light in her daughter’s chamber, fhe called to
her, and at the fame time got out of her bed
- with much difficulty, for fhe was difabled with
age. Dorothy fearing flie fhould fee Riodan,
was thrufting him out of the room juft as her
mother was coming in, which put the old wo-
man into fuch a fright, that fhe dropped down,
crying, Help, Help! Her daughter difturbed at
this accident, and fearing -her father’s return,
whom fhe dreaded more than death, immediate-
ly relulved to quit the houle, and relying on
Riodan’s fidelity and difcretion, to put herfelf
into his cultody, and run all hazards with him.

The maid, who had earrted on the intrigue
between them, fled in their company, leaving
her mifirefs on the ground, crying ourt, till fhe
was hoarfe, for help, which was all flie could du,
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At length (he awaked all the neighbours, and

among the reft, a crony -of her hufband’s, who .

was the firft that came in, reprefenting Adam
and Mars, quite naked, with his fword in one
hand, and his target in the other.. Ile fearch-
ed and peeped into all the cornrers, holes and
¢rannies of the houfe ; but all the pains he took,

only ferved to fright the cats, and tear the cob-
' Ny et

webs.

Dorothy’s father having drenched the Neapo-
litan gentleman with his curfed - potion, came
home and found all in confufion, his wife half
dead, and his friends ftanding about, endeavouy.
ing to comtort her. Being told the caufe of
thefe firange alarms, it touched him fo near, that
he ftood a while as if he had been fenfelefs, and
void of motion. Let us leave them a while to
recover themfelves in the arms of their kindred
and friends, and go fee what was the effect of
the extravagant purge, compofed by the mali-
cious ingenuity of Don Diego, and fo innocent-
ly taken by the puor Neapolitan gentleman.

It happened that the medicine being, fale,
made up of decayed drugs, and adminiflered

before the body was any way prepared for it,

befidcs that the patient’s ftomach was loaded
with the fupper he had eaten at night, it put
the poor gentleman into fuch anguifh, as if he
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- had live-dogs within him, tearing his bowels.
"He cried out inceflantly for mef;:y, and fome-
times added, “ O my Gond, this falfe dog has
“ murdered me !” He continued all the remain-
ing part of the night in that grievous anguith,
- and about eight in the morning in came his va-.
let de chambre, who was to look to him in his
ficYhefs. He found his matter groaning in a
moft difmal manner, and all the fervants con.
doling him ; and inquiring inro the caufe of it,
the whole blame was laid at his door, for having
fent the apothecary, who put him into that con-
dition. He {wore and protefted he knew not
what they faid ; that certainly this misfortune
had happened either through the malice or ig-
norance of the apothecary, who always con-
demned the phyficians, faying, they did not pre-
fcribe proper medicines for the patient, and that -
it was likely he had prepared this medicine of
his own head, without the advice of the phy-
fician ; fancying he might work fome wonder,
in hopes of a conlfiderable reward. This notion
was thought to be well grounded, and whilft
they were difcourfing of it, in came the phy-
fician, who often vifited this patient, becaufe he
gave better.fees than others. They afked, whe-
ther he had given any new prefcription for the
fick man? he anfwered, He had not, felt his
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pulfe, and being told what had happened, was -
a frange confternation. He prefently gave
the gentleman fomething to carry off the poifon
he had in his body, and by degrees eafed him of
his pains. This done, he went with the valet

de chambre, ahd acquainted the college of phy- -
ficians with the apothecary’s offence, who com-

plained to the magiftrates, reprefenting to them...
how much the public was concerned, whereupon
they inftantly iffued out a warrant for appre.
hending of the unfortunate apothecary. Let us
now go back and fce what condition he is in, .
When the firft violent pangs of his affliCtion
were over, he began to take heart, and refolved
to ufe the utmoft means for retrieving of his ho-
nour, and revenging the affront he had received.
After ferioufly refle@ting on the whole affair, he
concluded that Agrimont had done him this
wrong ; this was the name of the Neapolitan
gentleman’s valet de chambre; and that the
better to compafs his defign, he had fent him
word to make hafle and carry the medicine, to
get him out of his houfe ; whereas it ought not
to have been adminiftered that day. He called
to mind that he had often heard him commend
his daughter, declaring he had a great mind to
offer her his fervice; befides that.he was not at
bis mafter’s when he gave him the medicine,
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contrary to the duty of his place, and the care
he always had at other times, fo that upon all
* concurring circumftances, he could no longer
doubt but it was Agrimont who had done him
this wrong. ' ' .

. Upon this conceit he went away to a lawyer,
to whom he told the whole matter, and what
firexg prefumptions he had againft Agrimont,
and it being natural for thofe people to make a
mighty crime of a fmall conjecture, and to con.
clude thofe guilty againtt whom there is but a
flight fufpicion; this lawyer reprefented the ftory
fo lively with his bloody pen, and interfperfed
with fo much fhow of feandal, that upon view
of it, the judge iflued out his warrant for appre-
hending of the party accufed, to anfiver the
crime laid to his charge. Mafter Robert follow-
ed his bufinefs fo clofe, and beftowed his money
fo freely in the purfuit, that before many hours
were paft he had ferved his warrant. He em-
ployed feveral officers after Agrimont, and had
him {eized with a great deal of noife and di-
fturbance, though he could not imagine the
caufe of this hard ufage. However, he had his
revenge at the fame time; for the phyfician,
who had informed againft him, took no lefs care
to fee his warrant ferved, and he knowing as
little as Agrimont why he was fecured, imagined
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they took him for another; he-made his pro-
teftations, and threatened to fue all that were
concerned again{t him ; but all availed nothing, *
for he was clapped into gaol. His friends came
to fee him, and told him the caufe of his con-
finement, and at whofe fuit he was imprifoned,
whence he concluded it was only a piece of re-
venge of the Neapolitan’s, to clear his valesde
chambre, and get him out of prifon. The poor
glilterpipe broken with fo many difafters in his
old age, and having fuch a powerful adverfury
to contend with, was caft down, and fell int6 a
burning fever, which had like to have turned his
brain, as it wafted his body. '

In the meanwhile Agrimmont finding himfelf
accufed of houfebreaking, and ravifhing a vir-
gin of reputation, was in as fair a way to run
mad as his adverfary. His mafter was much
concerned at his troubles, which went the near-
er to his heart, becaufe he knew not how to live
without him. He fpared no money to get him .
at liberty, and to punifh the apothecary at the
fame time. In fhort, for four days they were
in flrange confufion and trouble, during which
time, madnefs and death were fruggling whe-
ther fbould lay hold of their perfons; but at
laft all thefe viddles were expounded by one of
thofe that were the contrivers of them,
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The amorous Paris, ravifher of the beautiful
Dorothy; was with her at Toledo, where he had
generoufly performed the promife he left be-
hind him unfigned, when the unfortunate fall
of the ftandith happened ; he had given his
hand and heart to Dorothy as her hufband ; and
having notice fent him by a friend he confided
in at"'Madrid, how many were in trouble upon
his account, he writ to Mr. Robert, calling him
father-in-law, and gave him an account of the
happy fuccefs of his rape, and how great a value
he had for his daughter, whofe beauty and dif-
cretion made him love her more than himfelf,
and honour her as if fhe had been a princefs ;
and to conclude, that in a very few days he
hoped to bring her to his prefence, to beg his
pardon, and, at the fame time, his approbation
of what flie had done.

The apothecary was fo overjoyed with this
letter, that as the grief for the lofs of his daugh.
ter, had like to have been the death of him, fo
was he now in no lefs danger of lofing his life,
through excefs of pleafure for having found her.,
He prefently difcharged Agrimont, ftopped all
proceedings againft him, offering to pay all cofts
and charges, and to make him fuch amends for
his reputation as he fhould require. This done,

2
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Agrimont came out of prifon ; but Mr. Robert
ftill continued to be refponfible, as a falfe cook,
for the dangerous mefs he difhed the Neipoli-
tan gentleman. Yet, after much examination,
his fimplicity was made to appear, and there
having been too many witneffes to Don Diego’s
ation, he was difcovered to be the contriver of
all that diforder. Riodan came foon to own
in the interim, and having been a party concern.
ed in all the oflence, made ufe of all his intereft,
and laid out much money to clear his father-in«
law, and at the fame time put a ft6p to the pro-
ceedings againft Don Diego.

e foon got off the apothecary, by virtue of
a little ointment of Peru, wherewith he greafed
the phyfician that profecuted him ; but he found
more difliculty in delivering our advesturer from
the hands of juflice, for it was a hard matter to
excufe him, after fo many follies and extrava
gancies as he bad been accufed of, to the di.
fturbance of feveral perfons.  So that all the fa-
vour he could obtain, through the mediation of
powerful interceflors, and the much greater au-
thority of many double piftoles beflowed among
the oflicers, was to conline him to be at home
at feven o’clock in winter, and at eight in fum-
mer, with a ftri prohipition not -to go abroad

4
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before day, under pain of being looked upon
and punifhed as a night: walker, common felon,
and difturber of the public peace.

Thus our adventurer was compelled to endea-
vour to grow wifer, and to obey this decree for
fear of farther fhame ; and this order being yct
but ¢f a frefh date; he hitherto obferves it ex.
adtly ; but it is to be feared he will not be long
kept within bounds, but that he will be led away
by his natural inclination, and inveterate ill ha-
bits, which may perhaps afford matter for a fe.
conid volume of his life and wonderful exploits.
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BOOK I
CHAP L

Giving an Account 6f his Birth and County.

I wasborn at Segovia, my father’s name was
Clement Paul, a native of the fame town; I
hope his foul is in heaven. I need not fpeak of
his virtues, for thofe are unknown, but by trade
Le was a barber, though fo high minded, that
he took it for an affront to be called by any
name but that of a hair-cutter. * Lhey fay he
came of a good ftock, and his actions thowed it,
Vor. L. i 1
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Ie was married to Aldonza Saturna de Rebillo,
daughter- to O&avio de Rebillo Codillo, and
grandchild to Lepido Ziuracontt. The town
foully fufpected that fhe was of a Jewifh race,
though fhe' ftrongly urged the names of her
progenitors, to prove herfelf defcended from
thofle great men that formed the triumvirat: at
‘Rome. She was very handfome, and fo faméus,
that all the ballad rhymers of her time made
verfes of her, which were fung about the ftreets.
She run througlh many troubles, when firft mar-
ried, and long after, for there were fcandalcus
tongues in the neighbourbood that did not ftick
to fay my father was willing to wear the horns,
provided- they weve tipped with gold. It was
proved upon him, that whilfl he was lathering
the beards of thofe he was to trim, a fmall bro-
ther of mine, about feven years of age, rifled
their pockets. ‘The poor child died of a whip-
ping he had in the gaol; and iy father was
such comcerned at the lofs, becauie he was
fuch a hopeful forward boy. " He was himfelf
a while in prifon for fome finall trifles of this
nature ;3 but [ am told he came off’ fo honour-
ably, that at his firft walking abroad one went
behind flappiog the fliecs off’ his back ; all the
mob of the town fullowed, huzzaing and falu-
ting him with turnip-tops and rotten oranges,

3
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and the ladies ftood at their windows to fee him
pafs by; for my father always made a gond
figure, either a-foot or a-hotfeback. I no not
fpeak it out of vanity, for cvmy body Lknows I
am not guilty of it.

~ mother, good woman, had her (hare of
troudles. An old woman that bred me, com-
mending her one day, faid, ihe was ol fuch «
taking behavi;)ur, that fhe bewitched all the
hiad to do with; but they fay, iae tilk~d fome-
thing concerning her Being too familiar with a
great he-goat, which had like to have brought
her to the flake, to try whether e had any
thing of the nature of the falumander, and could
live in fire. It was reported that fhe had an
excellent hand ar foldering  eracked maiden-
heads, and difzuifing of grey hairs.  Some gave
her the name of a pleature broker, others of a
reconciler ; but the ruder fort, in coarfe luna
guage, called her, downright bawd, and univer-
fal moncy.catcher, 1t would make any bady
in love with her fo fee with what a pleafunt
countenance [he took this from all perfons, I
fhall not {pend miuch time in relating what o
penitential Life fhe led; but {ie had a reom,
ipto which nobudy went befidey herlelf, and
fometimes I was admitted on account of my
tender years 3 it was all befet with dead men’s

12
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Geulls, which flie faid were to put her in mind of
mortality, though others in {pite'to her pretend.’
ed they were to put tricks upon the living.
Her bed was corded with halters malefactors
had been hanged in; and fhe uled to fay to
mé, D’ye fee thefe things? I fhow them 3s re-
membrances to thofe I have a kindnefs® fot,
that they may take heed how they live, and
avoid coming to fuch un end.

My parents had much bickeriug about me,
each of them contending to have me brought
up to their trade ; but T, who from my infancy
had more gentleman-like thoughts, applied wy-
felf to neither. My father ufed to fay to me,
# My child, this trade of ftealing is no mecha-
“ nic trade, but a liberal art.” Then paufing
and fetching a figh, he went on, “ There is no
“ living in this world without Qlealing. Why
“ do you think the conftables and other oflicers
“ hate us as they do? why do they fometimes
* banifl;, fometimes whip us at the cart’s tail,
“and at Jaft hang us up like flitches of bacon #”
(I cannotrefram from tears when I think of it,
for the good old mun wept like a child, remem-
bering how often they had flogged him.) « The
“ reafon 1s, becanfe they would have no other
“ thieves among them but themfelves and their
* gang; but a fharp wit brings us out of all
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¢ dangers. In my younger days I plied alto-
‘¢ gether in the churches, not out of any religl-
“ ous zeal, and had been long ago carted, bat
Lthat I never told tales, though they put me
* to\the rack ; tor I never confeffed but when
<t oy holy mother the charch commands us.
«* With this bufinefs, and my trade, 1 have made
“ a [hift to maintain your mother as decently as
T could.” “ You maintain me !” anfwered my’
mother, in a great rage (for fhe was vexed [
could not learn to be a wizzard), * it was I that
* maintained you ; I brought you out of prifon
“ by my art, and kept you there with my mo-
“ney. You may thank the potions I gave
“ you for not confefling, and not your own
“ courage. My good pots did the feat; and
“ were it not for fear I thould be heard in the
“ ftreets, I would tell all the flory, how 1 got in
" % at the chimney, and brought you out at the
* top of the houfe.” Her paflion was fo high,
that fhe would not have given over here, had
not the firing of a pair of beads broke, which
were all dead men’s teeth the kept fot private
ufes. I told thewn very pofi-ively T would ap-
ply myfelf to virtue, and go on in the good way
I had propofed, and therefore defired them to
put me to fchool, for nothing was to be done
without reading and writing. They approved

I3



way, as he faid, to trim one,
cr he meant lus beard or his p
one, prailing God that he Ix
1genions parents, and fo zea
Cemneut,

ClHAP. 1L

went to Sohovl, und what happened

next day my primmer was
hoolmafter befpoke; I went
¢ received me -with a plea
telling me I had the looks
id witty. That he might no
en in his judgment, I took ¢
on well that merning. My
next to him, and appointed
day, beecaufe I came firlt, and
aying behind to ran‘en fome
els, and thos T goined all
They favor red me fo much,
oys were envious. 1 made
kerp company with gentle
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above all others, but particularly with a fon of
Don Alonfo Coronel de Zunniga: I ufed to
.¢at my afternoon’s luncheon with him, went to
his houfe every holiday, and waited on him
u other days.. The other boys, either be-
caufd I took no notice of them, or that they
“tholght’I aimed too high, were continually gi-
ving of me nicknames relating to my father’s
trade. Some called me Mr. Scrape, others Mr,
Tickle-Béard. One to_excufe his envy would
fay he hated me, becanfe ' my mother had fuck-
led two lirtle filters of his in the night ; another,
that my father had been fent for to his houfe
to frighten away the vermine, for nothing was
fate where bhe came. Some, as 1 pafled by,
cried out, Cat ; others, Pufs, Puls, to fignify my
clawing defcent.  Another would fay, I threw
rotten oranges at his mother when the was cart-
ed. Vet tor all their backtiting, I praife God
my fhoulders were broad enough to beuar it;
and though I was out of  countenance, yet §
tovk no notice, but putall up, till one duy a
boy hiad the impudence to call me, fun of a
whore antl a witch ; he fpoke it fo plain, that
though I had been glad it had been better
wrapped up, I took up a itone, and broke his
‘head.  Away L went, runnin[;“ as fuflt as I could
tomy mother to mde me, telling her wll t)

14
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flory. She faid, *“Ir was very well done: of
“ you, and like yourfelf; but you were in the *
“ wrong that you did not afk him wha told’
# him fo.” Hearing what fhe faid, and having
“always had afpiring thoughts,.I turned to fwr,
and faid, “ Mother, all that troubles me is, that
“ fome of the tanders by told me [ had no ci.uie
~ * to be difturbed atit; and I did not afk themn
. % what they meant, becaufe he was fo young
“ that faid it.” I prayed her to tell me, whe-
ther I could have given him the lie with a fafe
confcience, or whether I was begot in-a huddle,
by a great many, or was the true fon of my
father. She fmiled, and anfwered, ¢ God a-
“mercy, lad! are you fo cunning already,
“ youll. be no fool, you have fenfe enough;
“you did very well in breaking his head, for
* fuch things are not to be faid, though never
“ fo true.” This flruck me to the heart, and I
was fo very much out of countcnance, that 1
refolved, as foon as poflible, to lay Liold of all L
could, and leave my father’s houfe. However,
I diffembled ; my father went and cuved the
boy, all was made up, and I went to fchool
again. My mafler received me in an angry
manner, till being told the occafion of the
quarrel, his paflion was afluaged, conlidering
the provocation given me.» Don Alonfo de
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- Zanniga’s fon and I were very great all this
while, becaufe he had a natu.'u'al alleGion for
me ; and befides, I ufed to change tops and gigs
~wigh him, if mine were better than his ; I gave
him dpy thing I had to eat, and never afked for
what le had ; I bought him pictures, I taught
him to wreftle, played at leap frog with him,
and was fo obliging in all refpedls, that the
young gentleman’s parents obferving how fond
he was cf my company, would fend for me al-
moit every day to dine and fup, and fumetimes

to flay all night with him.
1t happened one day about Chrillmas, as we
were going to fchool, that a counfellor, called
Pontio de Auguirre, pafied by ; little Don Di.
cgo fecing him, bid me call him Pontius Pilate,
and run away when I had done. To pleafe my
fricnd, I did fo, and the man’ was fo aflronted at
at, that he fcoured after rae as hard as he could,
with a knife in his hand to {lab me, fo that )
was forced to tuke fandtuary in my mafter’s
boufe, crying out with might and' main. The
man was in us foon as I; my mafter faved me
from his doivg me any mifchief, promiling to
whip me, and was as good as his word, though
my miftrefs, in con{ideration of the greac fer-
vice 1 did her, interceded for me. He bid me
untrufs, and every lath he gave me, cried, ** Wilj
| G ‘
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“ you ever call Pontius Pilate again?” T an.
fvered, ¢ No, Sir,” every time he put the qu’ -
ftion; and it was fuch a warning to me, that
dreading the name of Pontius Pilate, th ve.r
day, when we were ordered to fuy ouv pr. s,
according to cuftom, coming to the beliv " (pany
obferve the innocent cunning) inftead of fuying
he fullercd under Pontius Pilate, believing 1 was
never more to name Pilate, I faid, He fuffered
under Pontio de Augunirre. My mafter burlt
out 4 Jaughing at my fimplicity, and to fec how
X dreaded the lathing ; and embracing me, pro-
mifed to. forgive the two firlt whippings I thould
fleferve 3 which I took as g great favour of for-
tune, and kindnefs in him.

To be brief, twelfthtide came, and our matfter,
to divert the boys, and make fport, ordered that
there fhould be a king among us, and we caft
lots for that honour among twelve he had ap-
pointed for it. 1 was the lucky perfon it fell
upon, and fpoke to my father and mother to
provide me fine clothes. When the day came,
abroad I went upon a ftarved poor jade of a
horfe, that fell down upon his knees at every
llep, his buck looked like a faw, his neck like a
camel’s, but fomewhat longer ; his hcad like a
pig, only it had but onc eye, and that moon-
Lling ; all this plainly thowed the knavery of

*"
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his keeper, who made him do penance, and faft,
\cheating him of his provender. ThusI went,
fwinging from fide to-fide, like a juinted baby, -
Jvith all the rcft of the boys after me, tricked
up'gs fine as fo many puppets, till we came into
the'lmrket—pla'ce, the very naming of it f{cares
‘me; and coming to the herb-women’s ftalls, the
Lord deliver us from them, my horfe bemg half
Rarved, fnapped up a finall cabbage, which no
fooner touched his teeth, but it was down- his
throat, though, by reafon of the length of his
neck, it came not into his belly in a long time
after. The herb-woman, like the reft of then:,
was an impudent jade, fet up the cry,.the others
of the trade flocked about her, and among them
abundance of the fcoundrels of the market ; ail
thefe fell 2 pelting the poor king with carrot
and twnip tops,.rotten oranges, and all the offals
of the market. Confidering the encmies foret
were all foot, and therefure I ought not to charga
them a-horfeback, 1 would have alighted 3 bur
my horfe received fuch™a fhot in. the head, that
as he went to rear, his flrength failing him, we
both came down into the kemnel. You may
imagine what a condition I was in, By thit
time my fubjeds, the boys, had armed then.
felves with ftones, and charging the herb-wo-
men, broke two of their heads.  TFor my part,
L6
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after my fall into the kennel, I was gond fur
little, uales it were to dave all frotn me with
ftink and naftinefs. The flicers comiing up,
feized two of the herb women and lome of the
boys, fearching them for their weapous, w hich
they took ‘away, for fome had drawn dagge
they wore for the greater fhow, and thort {'wurds.
They came to me, and feeing no weapan about’
me, becaufe I had taken them off, and put them
into a houfc to be cleaned, with my hat and
_cloak, one of them afked me for my arms; I
anfwered, that in that filthy condition, I had
none but what were offenfive to the nofe alone.
I cannot but acquaint you, good reader, by the
by, that when they began to pelt me with the
rotten oranges, turnip-tops, &c. my hat being
ftuck with feathers, as they do the bawds in
" Spain when they cart them, I fancied they mif-
took me for my mother, and thought they threw
at her, as they had done feveral times before.
This foolifh notion being got iuto my young
head, I began to cry out, “ Good women,
# though I wear feathers in my cap, 1 am none
% of Aldonza Satirmo de Rebillo, fhe is my
 mother 3" as if they could not perceive that
by my fhape and face: However, the fright I
was in may excufe my ignorance, elpecially con-
(idering the -misfostune came fo fudd”g‘nly upon

LR
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me. To return to the officer; he would wil.
lingly have carried me to prifon, but did not,
becaufe he could not find a clean place to lay
~hold of e, for I was all over mire. Some went
one Vyay, and fome another, and I went.directly
home from the market place, givingall 1 met
by the way a moft hellith perfume. As foon as
I got home I told my father and mather all the
ftory, who were in fuch a paflion to fee me in
that nafty pickle, that they would have beat me.
1 excufed myfelf the beft I could, laying all the
blame on the .fkeleton jade they had provided
for me to ride ; and tinding nothing would ap-
peale them, left the houfe, and went away to
fee my friend Don Diego, whom 1 found at
home with a broken head, and his parents fully
refolved, for this reafon, that he fhould go to
fchool no more. There was I informed, that
my fteed, finding himfell in diftrefs, fummoned .
up all the firength he had to falute his enemies
with his heels. but was fo weak, that he put out
his hips with the effort, and lay in the dirt ex-
_ piring.  Confidering that all the fport was fpoil-’
ed, the mob alarmed, my parents in a rage, my
friend’s head broken, and my horfe dead, I re-
folved, to go no more to {chool, nor to my fa-
ther’s houfe, but to ftay and wait.upon Don
Diego, or rather to bear him company, which
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his parents were well pléafed w0l
- fon was fo taken with me. I w6t
and mother, telling them, 1 had
to fchool any longer, for thoug
write a good hand, that was no f
was more becoming me, who d
gentleman, to wiite an ill one
from’that time, 1 renounced t
them charges, and their houle, [fHaE ¢ gh
have no trouble with me. I acqualnted them
where, and what poft I was in, and that I thould
fee them no more, till they gave me leave.

Ean s ’m-
CHAP. IIL

ow I went to a Boarding-School, to wait upon Dan
Diego Coronel,

Don Aronso refolved to fend his fon to a board-
ing-fchool 3 both to wean bim from his tender
keeping at home, and at the fame time to eafe.
bimfelf of that care, He was informed there
was a mafter of arts iv Segovia, whofe name was
Cabra, that made it his, bufinéfs to breed up
gentlemen’s fons; thither he fent his, and me
to wait on him, The fiufl Sunday after Lent
we were brought mto the honfe of famine, for
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it is impoflible to exprefs the penury of the
place. Tlie mafler was a fkelcton, a mere fhot-
ten herring, or like 2 long flender cane, with a
little head upon it, and red .haired ; fo that
there needs no tnore to be faid to fuch as know
the proverb, * That neither cat nor dog of rhat
* colour are good.” His eyes almoft funk into
his-head, as if he had looked through a peripec-

_ tive ‘glafs, or the deep windows in a linen dra-

pei’s fhop ; his nofe turning up, and fomewhat
flat, for the bridge was almofi carricd away with
an inundation of a cold rheum, for he never had
the pox, becaufe it cofts money ; his beard had
oft its colour for fear of his mouth, which be-
ing fo near, feemed to threaten to eat it for
mere hunger; his teeth had muny of them for-
faken him for want of employment, or elle
were banifhed for being idle livers; his neck as
long as a crane’s, with the gullet ficking out {o
far, as if it had been compelled by neceflity to
ftart out for fuflenance ; his arms withered ; his
hands like a bundle of twigs,-each of them,
taken downwards, looking like a fork or a pair
of compalles; with long flender legs. He walk-
ed leifurely, and whenloever he happéned to
move any thing fafler, his bones rattled likc a
pair of fnappers.  His voice was weak and hol.
low ; his beard bufliy and long, for he never
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trimmed to fave charges, though he pretended
it was fo odious to him to feel the barber’s hands .
_all over his face, that he could rather die than
. endure it. One of the boys cut his hair. In -
fair weather he wore a thread-bare cap, an inch
thick in greafe and dirt, made of a thing that
was once cloth, and lined in fcurf and dandruff,
His caflock, fome faid, was miraculous, for no
man knew what colour it was of ; fome feeing
, no fign of hair on it, concluded it was made of
frogs fkins ; others faid it was a mere thadow,
or a phantom ; near at hand it looked fome-
what black, and at a diftance bluifh. He wore
no girdle, cufls nor band ; fo that his long hair
and fcanty fhort caflock made him look like the
meflenger of death. Tach fhoe might have
ferved for an ordinary coffin. As for his cham-
ber, there was not fo much as a cobweb in jt,
the fpiders being all flarved to death. He put
fpells upon the mice, for fear they {hould gnaw
fome feraps of bread he kept. His bed was on
the floor, and he always lay upon one fide, for
fear of wearing out the fheets ; in fhort, he was
the fuperlative degree of avarice, and the very
ne plus of want. Into this prodigy’s hands I fell,
and lived under bhim with Don Diego. The
pight we came, he thowed us our room, and

made us a fhost fpeech, which wds no longer,
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out of mere good hufbandry. He told us how
we were to behave ourfelves, and the next morn-
ing we were employed till dinner time; thi-
ther we went, the maftérs dined firlt, and the
fervants waited., The dining-room was as big
as a half peck, five gentlemen eat in it at one
table: I locked about for the cat, and feeing
none, aftkéd a fervant, who was an old (tander,
and in his leanuefs bore the mark of the board-
ing-fchool, how it came they had none? The
tears ftood in his eyes, and he faid, * What do
“ you talk of cats? Pray who told you that
% cats loved penance and mortification? Your
“ fat fides fhow you are a new comer.” This,
- to me, was the beginning of forrow, but 1 was
worfe fcared, when I obferved that all thofe
" who were before us in the houfe, looked like {o
many pictures of death. Mafier Cabra faid grace,
.and {at down, and they eat a meal, which had
neither beginning nor end. They brought the
broth in wooden difhes, but it was fo clear, that
-a man might have fcen to the bottom had it
been ten fathom to it. I obferved. how eagerly
they all dived dowu after a poor fingle pea that
was in every difh.  Every fip he gave, Calua
cried, “ By my troth there is no dainty like the
« olla, or boiled meat atd broth. Let the world
v fay what it will, all the reft is mere gluttony
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“ and extravagancy.” As foon as the words
were out of his mouth, he farted out all the
purrenger of broth, faying, * This is good for
“ the health, and fharpens the wit.” A curfe
on thee and thy wit, thought I, and at the fame
time faw a fervant like a walking ghoft, and no
more fubftantial, bring in a difh of meat, which
louked as if he had picked it off his bones., A-
mong it was one poor {tray turnip, at whofe fight
the malter faid, ** What, have we turnips to-
“ duy, no partridge is, in my opinion, to com-
% pare to them. Iat heartily for I love to fee
“ youeat.” He gave every one fuch a wretch-
‘ed bit of mutton, that I believe it all.ftuck to
their nails, and between their teeth, fo that no
part of it ¢ver went, into their bellies. Cabra
loi ked on, and faid, « Eat heartily, for it is a
« pleafure to me, to fee what gnod ftomachs you
* have.” Pray do but think what a comfort,
this was for them, that were pining with hunger,
Wheo dinner was over, there remained fome
fe: aps of Lread on the table, and a few bits of
fk  and hones in the difh. and the mafter {u4id,
“ fet this be It for the fervants; they mulft
« dine tuo; it s nor tor us to gormundize all.”
A vengeance on thee, and may what thou haft
co . choke thee, thou wretched mifer, thought
1, what a conflernation huve you put my puts
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into. He gave thanks, and faid; « Now let us
«.give way to the fervants, and do you go ufe
* fome exercife until two of the clock, lett your
“ dinner do you harm.” I could no longer
forbear Taughing for my life, but burft out into
a loud fit. He was very angry, and bid me learn
to bel:ave myfelf modeftly, ripping up two or
three old mouldy fentences, and fo went his way.
" 'We fat down, and I feeing fuch fhort commons,
and hearing my guns roar for provender, being
cunning and ftronger than the reft, clapped both
hands in the difh, as others did, and whipped
down two fcraps of bread out of three there
were left, and one fkin. ‘The others began to
mutter, and making a noife, in came Cabra,
faying, « Eat lovingly together hke brethren,
* fince God provides for you, do not fall out,
# for there is enough for you all.” "This faid,
he returned to fun himlelf, and left us to cur-
felves. [ declare it, there was one of thefe fer-
vants, his name Surre, a Bifcayner, who had fo
abfolutely forgot the way and method of eating,
that he put a fmall bit of cruft, which lell to his
fhare, to s eyes tuice, and ki.ew not the thud
time how to carry it to his mouth. I afked for
drink  the reft, who had {carce broke their fuit,
pever thinking of it, and they gave mea difly
with fonie v, ater, which I had 1o fooner laiy to
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my lips, .but the fharp-gutted lad I fpoke of,
{natched it away, asif I had been Tantalus, and
that the flitting river he ftands in up to the
chm I got up from the table in moft forrowful
manner, perceiving I was in a houle, where they
drank to the guts, but would not permit them
to pledge. 1 had occafion to untrufs, though I
had not dined, and aftked an old ftander, for the .
ncceflary-houfe ; he anfwered he knew not
where any was, *“ There is no fuch thing,” faid
Le, ¢ in this houfe, you may eafe yourfelf any-
“ where this one time, for you will never have
¢ occafion again as long as you flay. 1 have
“ been here two months, and never did any
“ fuch thing, after the firlt day, when I parted
* with the fupper I had eaten at home.” Itis
impoffible to exprefs my trouble and concern ;
and confidering how little was like to go into
my belly, I durft not, though hard preﬁcd let
go what was there already.

Thus we paffed on till-night, Don Diego
" alked me how he fhould do to perfuade his guts
that they had dined, for they would not believe
it.  That houfe was an hofpital of dizzy heads,
proceeding {from empty ftomachs, as others are
of furfeits. Supper-time came, for afternoon-
ings were never heard of there; it was much
thorter than the dinner, and not mutton, but a

-

-
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little roafled goat, fure the devil could never
have contrived worfe. Qur ftarveling Malter
Cabra faid, “ It is very wholefome and benefi-
“ cial to cat light fuppers, that the ftomach may
“ not be overburdened ;”' and then he quoted
fome curfed phyfician, that was long fince in
hell. He extolled fpare diet, alleging that it
prevented uneafy dreams, though he knew that
in his houfe it was impoffible to dream of any
thing but eating. Our maflers and we fupped,
but in reality none of us fupped. We went to
bed, and neither Don Diego nor I could fleep
one wink all that night, for be lay contriving
how to complain to bis father,-that he might
remove him, and I advifing him fo to do; and
at laft I {aid to him, “ Pray, Sir, are_you fure
“ we are alive, for, to tell you the truth, I have
« g flrong fancy that we were flain in the battle
“ with the herb-women, aud are now fouls fuf-
“ fering in purgatory, in which cafe it will be
“ to no purpofe to talk of your father's fetching
% us away, without he has our fouls prayed out
“ of this place of puniiment.” Huaving {pent
the whole night in this difcowrfe, we got a hirtle
nap towards morning, .till it was time to rife;
fix o’clock ftruck, Cabra called, and we all went
.to fchool ; but when I went to drefs me, my
doublet was two handfuls too big; and my
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brecches, which before were clofe, now hung fo
loole as if they had been none of my own. My
very teeth were already all furred, and looked
as yellow as amber ; fuch a wonderful change
had one day wrought. When we came to
fchool, I was ordered to decline fome nouns,
and was fo wonderful hungry, that 1 eat half
my words, for want of more fubftantial diet,
Any man will eafily believe this, who does but
- hear what Cabra’s man told me, which was, that
at his firft coming he faw two great Flanders
geldings brought into the houfe, and two days
after they went out perfe@ racers, fo light, that
the very wind would carry them away ; that he
faw maftiff dogs come in, and in lefs than three
hours they went out converted into greyhounds:
‘That one Lent, he faw abundance of men, fome
thrulling their heads, fome their feet, and fome
their whole body, into the porch; and this con.
tinucd a long time, very many people flocking
from all parts to do fo; and thit he afking one
day, what could be the meaning of it, Cabra
was viry angry, but one in the crowd anfwer-
ed, Sowne of thofe people are troubled with chil-
bluins, uthers with the itch, and otheérs with lice,
all-which ditempers and vermine died as foon as
they camwe into that houfe, fo that they never
A1t them more,  He aflured me this was very
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true, and I, who was acquainted with the
houfe, believe it, which I am fain to take no-
tice of, left what I fay fhould be looked upon
as an hyperbole.

To return to the fchool, he fet us our leflun,
and we conned it, and fo we went on in the
fame courfe of life I have here delivered, only
that our mafter added bacon in the boiling of
his pot, becaufe going abroad one day, he was
tdld, that, to boil meat without bacon, beto-
kened a fcandalous race defcended either from
Moors or Jews. For this reafon he provided a
fmall tin cafe, all full of holes, like a nutmeg-
grater, which he opened, and put in a bit of ba-
con that filled it ; then fhuttivg the box clofe,
hung it with a ftring in the pot, that {ome re.
lith of it might come through the holes, and
the bacon remain for the next day, Afterwards
he thought this too great an expence, and there-
fore for the future only dipped the bacon into
the pot. It is eafy to guels what a life we led
with this fort ot dict and ufage. Don DPicgo
and 1 were in fuch a miferable condition, that
fince we could find no relier as to cating, atter
a month was expired, we contuved, at lait, not.
to rife fo early in the morning, and therefore re-
{olved to pretend we were fick, but not iever-
ifh, becaufe that cheat we thought would be
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eafily difcovered. The head or toothach were
inconfiderable diftempers; at laft we faid we
had the gripes, and were fick for want of going
to ftool in three days, believing, that rather
than be at a penny charges, our mafter would
apply no remedy. The devil ordered worfe
than we expe@ed, for Cabra had an old receipt,
which defcended to him by inheritance from
his father, who was an apothecary. As foon as
he was told our diftemper, he prepared a clyfter,
and fending for an old aunt of his, threelcore
and ten years of-age, that ferved him for a nurfe
upon occafion, ordered her to give each of us a-
potion backwards. She began with Don Die-
go; the poor wretch fhrunk up, and the old
jade being blind,.and her hands fhaking, inftead
of giving him it inwardly, let it fly betwixt his
fhirt and his back up to his very poll; fo that
became an outward ornament, which fhould
have ferved for a lining within. The young
man cried out; i came Cabra, and feeing what
had happened, ordered I fhould be ferved next,
and they would come again to Don Diego. 1
was drefling myfelf very haftily ; but all would
not do, for Cabra and others held me, whillt
the old woman gave it me; but I, to requite
her kindnefs, returned it all into her face. Ca-
bra was in a rage with me, and faid he would

3
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turn me out of his houfe, for he plainly faw it
was all a cheat; but I was not fo fortunate.

We womplained to Don Alonfo, and Cabra .

made him belicve we did it out of idlenefs, be-
caufe we would not mind our book. Thus all
our hopes and entreaties came to nothinz ; our
mafter took the old woman into the houle, to
drefs the meat, and look after the boarders,
turning away his man, becaufe he fpicd {ome

crumbs of bread on his coat upon a Friday

morning. Only God knows how we were
plagued with the old woman. She was fo deaf,
that {he heard nothinyg, but underftood by figns,
though fhe was half blind ; and fuch an ever-
laling prayer, that onc day the ftring of her
beads broke over the pot as it was boiling, and
our broth came to table fandified. Some faid
thefe are certainly black Lthiopian peafe
others cricd they were in movraing, and won-
dered what relation of theirs was dead. Our
mafter happened to bite one of them, and it
pleafed God he broke his teeth.

On Iridays the old woman would drefs us
fome eggs, but fo full of her reverend grey hairs,
that they appeared no lefs aged than herfelf. It
was a common pra@ice with her to dip the fire-
fhovel into the pot inftgad of the ladle, and to
ferve up porrengers of broth fluffed with coals,

Vou. L. ' K
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vermine, chips, and the hurds of flax fhe ufed to
fpin, all which fhe threw in to fill up and cram
the guts. . In this mifery we continued till the
next Lent, at the beginning of which one of
our companions fell fick. Cabra, to fave char-
ges, delayed fending for a phyfician, tili the pa-
tient was juft giving up the ghoft, and defired
to prepare for another world ; then he called a
young quack, who felt his pulfe, and faid, Hun-
ger had been beforehand with him, and pre-
vented his killing that man, Thefe .were bis
laft words ; the poor lad died, and was buried
meanly, becaufe he was a ftranger. This ftruck
a terror into all that lived in the houfe ; the dif-
mal ftory flew all about the town, and came at
Iaft to Don Alonfo Coronel’s ears, who having
no other fon, began to be convinced of Cabra’s
inhumanity, and to give more credit to the
words of two mere fhadows, for we were no
better at that time. | IHe came to take us from

the boarding-fchool, and atked for us, though

we ftood before him ; (o that finding us in fuch
. a deplorable condition, he gave our pinch-gu't
mafter fome hard words. We were carried
away in two chairs, taking leave of our famifh-
ed companions, who followed us, as far as they
could, with their eyes and wifhes, lamenting
and bewailing, as thofe do who remain flaves at

Fd
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Algiers, when their other aflociates are ranfon-
ed. '

-.:—..__.—-—"—1: e ey —

CHAP. IV.

Yy, av Yol
Don Diego and his Man refcued from the Jaws of Famine,

and recovered, are fent to the Univerfity of Alcala ; their
plealant Adventure by the way.

WHEN we came to Don Alonfo’s houfe, they
laid us'very gently into two beds, for fear of”
rattling our bones, they were fo bare with {tar.
ving; then with magnifying glafles, they be-
gan to fearch'all about our faces for our:eyes,
and were a long time before they, could find
out mine, becaufe I had fuffered moft, being
treated like a fervant, and confequently mine
was fuperlative hunger. Phyficians were call-
ed, who ordered the duft fhould be wiped off
-our mouths with fox-tails, as if we had been
paintings ; and indeed we looked like the pic-
‘ture of death ; and that we fhould be nourifh-
ed with good broths and light meats, for fear of
overloading our weak ftomachs. Who can be
able to exprefs the rejoicing there was in our
guts, the firft good foup that we tafted, and af.
terwards when we came to eat fome fowl? All
| K 2
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thefe things to them were unknown novelties.
The do&ors gave order, that for nine days no-
body fhould talk in our chamber, becayfle our
ftomachs were {o empty, that the leaft wiord re-
turned an echo in them. Thefe and {pth like
precautions ufed, caufed our fpirits to return to.
us in fome meafure ; but our jaws were {o tan-
ned and fhirivelled up, that there was no ftretch-
ing of them, and therefore care was taken that
they fhould be every day gently forced out,
and, as it were, fet upon the laft with the bot-
tom of a peftle. In a few days we got up to
try our limbs, but ftill we looked like the .{ha.
dows of other men, and fo lean and pale, as if
we were lineally defcended from the fathers in
the defert. We fpent the whole day in praifing
God for having delivered us out of the clutches
of the moft inh