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Javanese language
Large number of speakers, yet only few can write



Languages with at least 50 
million first-language 
speakers, millions 
(according 
to: Ethnologue, Summary 
by language size. 
Macrolanguages (chinese, 
arabic) not included.
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The issues concerning Javanese language

1. Language shift

2. Language attitude

3. The use of Javanese only as a spoken 

language
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Source: FB page - Presiden Joko Widodo

https://web.facebook.com/Jokowi/?ref=br_rs


Wikipédia 
Jawa/

Javanese 
Wikipedia

• Initiated by: Revo Arka Giri S.

• Approved and or created: March 8, 2004

• First article: Basa Jawa

• Revitalization projects: Papat Limpad (2011-

2012), Wiki Mrebawani I & II (2015-2018)

• Able to use Javanese script on article: (2013)

• Number of articles: 55.289 (March 28, 2019)



Challenges
1. People with adequate Javanese writing skills yet NOT willing 

to write.

2. People who are not confident with their Javanese writing skills 

and NOT willing or hesitate to try to improve themselves. 

• The fear of making mistakes while writing in Javanese 

(spelling, grammar, the speech style).



The estimate of 

the usage of 

Javanese 

language on the 

internet - Only 

less than 0.1%

Source: W3Techs – Web 

Technology Surveys

https://w3techs.com/technologies/details/cl-jv-/all/all


Javanese Wikipedia

Javanese

Around 68 million speakers

Basque Wikipedia

Basque

Around 500,000 - 700,000 speakers

Statistics of 

articles on 

Javanese 

Wikipedia 

compared to 

Basque 

Wikipedia. 

(March 2019) 

https://www.ethnologue.com/language/jav
https://www.ethnologue.com/language/eus


Wikipédia
Menyang
Sekolah –

WMS
(Wikipedia Goes 

to School)
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Preparation Execution Evaluation



PREPARATION

a. Planning the budget and the project

b. Determining the target institutions

c. Recruiting volunteers

d. Creating the timeline

e. Determining and brainstorming the materials needed 

f. Composing the presentations

g. Visiting the institutions to discuss about the program

h. Adjusting the schedule with the academic calendars

i. Working on the MOU 

j. Signing the MOU



EXECUTION

a. Briefing the volunteers

b. Coming to classes

c. Training the students

d. Giving assignments

EVALUATION

a. Evaluating the quality of the articles 

made by the students

b. Grading the articles submitted as a 

part of the assignments

c. Submitting the grade to the 

lecturers

d. Discussing what has been done, 

what should have been done, and 

what could have been done, with 

the institutions



WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED WHAT WE HAVE NOT ACHIEVED

• Collaborations: 3/3

• Newly created articles: 96

• Content improvements: 154/200

• Newly registered accounts: 109/60

• Active volunteer hours: 545/480

• Complete teaching and learning 

materials

• Fixed numbers of meetings

• The numbers of articles additions 

to be in line with or more than the 

number of newly registered users



STRUGGLES AND CHALLENGES THINGS TO BE EVALUATED

• The numbers of volunteers involved with 

the project are still so small

• The internet connection availability

• The computers/laptops availability

• The schedule of the meetings that many 

times clash with the volunteers' routines 

schedules

• The support from the educational 

institutions, especially the lecturers are still 

considered low

• References for the students to write

• The communication between the committee 

and the educational institutions need to be 

improved

• The participations of the lecturers need to be 

improved

• The timeline needs to be clearer and more 

definite



Internship 
program
• Number of interns: 2 people

• Duration: two-months period, 48 hours per 

month or 96 hours per period

• Recruitment steps: application selection, 

interview, announcement

• Activities: contributing to Wikimedia projects, 

helping the activities related to Wikimedia 

projects



OUR NEXT STEPS

7
educational 
institutions

COLLABORATIONS

224
volunteers and 

participants

VOLUNTEERS & 
PARTICIPANS

2600
active 
hours

ACTIVE 
HOURS

1600
content 

improvements

CONTENT 
IMPROVEMENTS

140
newly 

registered 
accounts

NEWLY 
REGISTERED USERS

Javanese, Minangkabau, Sundanese



Why
Wikipédia
Menyang
Sekolah

( Wikipedia 
Goes to 
School?)

● Has been seen as an effective means to increase the 

number of contents through the regular meetings each 

week.

● Has been seen as an effective tool to gain more 

volunteers and or contributors, thus can grow the 

community.

● The on-wiki skills of the participants are expected to 

improve gradually with the regular meetings conducted 

every week.

● Enable the educational institutions to be aware of 

Wikimedia projects – particularly Wikipedia, how it works, 

and how the Wikipedia editing activities can be integrated 

with the institutions’ curricula.
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“Imagine a world in which 
every single person on the 
planet is given free access to 
the sum of all human 
knowledge. That’s what we’re 
doing.” 

“Bayangna yèn ing jagat iki 
saben wong bisa éntuk 
sakèhing kawruhing 
manungsa kalawan mardika. 
Ya iku sing kita persudi.”
– Jimmy Wales



THANK YOU


