SOCIALISM AND THE NEGRO. -

Chiefly through the efforts of Dr. Dubois,
author of *“ The Souls of Black Folk,” there
came into being in the United States, some
ten years ago, the National Association for
the Advancement of Coloured People. In
the main, the organisation strove to combat,
the wide and insidious influence of Booker-
Washington who, making }ight ~of the
social and political status of his race, had
put into practice, for its material benefit,
the principle of work advocated by the
latter-day Carlyle. A group of wealthy and,
socially and politically, influential ~bour-
geois of the North, helped to launch 'ﬁ‘w
movement and became its divecting spirit.

In it were men and women representative

of the old conservative and Quaker aris-™
tocracy of New England and Pennsylvania,
and tﬁe liberal capitalists. It comprised
intellectual and commercial Jews, and its
finest spirit was Oswald Garrison Villard,
editor 0? the dmerican Nation and grandson,
of the great Abolitionist, who, vilified and
denounced by the ‘hide-bound capitalist
press, stands out as the solitary and only
consistent representative of the American
bourgeoisie, counselling peace and moder-
ation between a%gressive Capitalism and its
government, and Militant Labour and Soc-
ialism, and all the forces of passion
strng%ling in America to-day. This group,
palpably ignorant of the fact that the Negro
question is primarily an economic problem,
evidently thought it might be solved by ad-
mitting Negroes who have won to wealth
and intellectual and other attainments into
white society on equal terms, and by pro-
testing and pleading to the political and
aristocratic South ta. remove the notorious
laws limiting the political and social status
of coloured fglk.  Bo far as I am able to
judge, it has doneejmd work on the tech-
nically legal and educational side. It de-
veloped race-consciousness in the Negro and
made himi restive; but on’ the politival side
it has flirted with different parties and its
work is quite ineffective.

Further, it has taken a firm stand against -
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{{}ﬂ Magazine, edited by two ardent, young
Negro university men, #ad The Liberator,
they have done real constructive work that
is now bearing fine fruit. The rank-sund-filo
Negroes of America have been very re-
sponsive to the new truths. Some of them
have been lured away by the siren call

of the American. Federation of Labour to
enter its rarfks: For y#ars this reactionary
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and churches. ¢ growing numbers. of
cultured Negro-men and women find it ex-
tremely difficult to obtain employment that
is in keeping with their education under
the capitalist system of government. For
one instance, hadi & scholar like Dr. Dubois
been white he would certainly have secured
a chair at Harvard, Yale or Columbia Uni-
versity, for which he is eminently fitted.
Many Negroes have obtairted; a sound educa-
tion -at great sacrifice, only to be forced,
upon = completion of ~their  studies;>into
menial or uncongenial -toil. In the black
belt of New York City, where there is an

estimated yulation-.of 100,000 Negroes,
the Police ce, hospital, library, ele-
mentary schools—patxonised chiefly by
coloured people—are entirely manned by
white staffs.. It wonld be impossible. for
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e moveinéns-has had an astonishing suc-

.of Negro Alrica,
Negroes: in exile.’

“oens.  Neg from sll of the world, .

0] b'{n‘thohcl italists, degpised and
denied & Aighting chance under the present
‘so0nomic by ~white wprkingmen,
‘have hailed it ae star of hope,~ the
_ ultimate = solution of : their history-old
troubles. It now numbers over two ‘million
“‘agtive members. The capitalist press which
~ridiculed it st first now mentions the As-
" sociation in flattering.terms, especislly since
it. th‘ %Lymﬂﬂlhd ‘t‘he Eh\(‘k Btar Lige
- ip pany. At the b?n.n ing the
“company hed mueh trouble with the local
sathorities, but if. has never been pérsecuted

" by the Btate or/Federsl Government, for
it is non-Bocislistic, of course. Although
on international Socialist, I am supporting
the. movement, fov I believe that, for sub-
jeot: peoples, at least, Nationalism is the
open door to Communism. Furthermore,
1 will try to bring this great army of
awikened workers over to the finer systemn
of .Bocialism. ~Bome English Cgmmunists
- have remarked to me that they have no
‘resl sympathy for the Irish and Indian
movement because it is nationalistic..+ But,
_to~day, the British Empire is the greatest
o})shﬂ(d ;o'lnhmatmnud ional Soce:iliam, and any
of its gubj parts succeeding in break-
ing lﬂ*ug:mx i# would be helping the
cause of World Communism. In these preg-
nant times no people who are stron enough
to throwioff ‘an imperial yoke will tamely
submit t0 & system of local capitalism. The
breaking up of the British Kmpire must
sither begin st home or abroad; the soconer
the strang blow. is struck the better it will
be for all Communists. Hence the English
revolutionary ‘workers should not be unduly
conoe over the manner in which the
attack ‘shonld . begin. 'Unless, like some
British _intel ls, they are enamoured
of the.idea of a Socialist (?) Britishk Em-

ire! - Unless they are willing to be pro-
vided with cheap raw materials by the slaves
of Asis and Africa for the industries of
. ‘their overcrowded cities, while the broad,
fertile acres of Great Britain are held for
“hunting and other ‘guestionable pleasures.
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