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INTERROGATION NO. 444

Division of Origin: Military sanzlysis
subject: Japanese Navel rir Personnel «nd Trauining.
Personnel Interrogcted and Buackground of fuch: Cupt MIENO, Teakeshi

Graduated from Navel academy 19:4; pilot with <,000
logged hours. otuff Officer of Carrier Division #5

znd stationed on carrier Zuikiku {rom September 1941
until July 194z, during whicn period ship was in

Peurl Hurbor sttack und in Solomons. In July 1942 |
he went abourd the currier Hiyo =zs Air Qifiicer. &after
the initial tricls of the chip (which were unsuccessful
znd cuused her to return to the Nevy Y.rd), he vies
trunsferred to the Nevul Lir utition ¢t Use (Kyushu),

¢ truining base, 1. .cre he was on duty from ilerch 1945
to April 1944 in ihie renk ot Comnender. From April
1944 until September 1945 he w.is cttuehed to Nevul sir
Hq, Tokyo, «s Director of Trwining. R s

Where Interviewed: N:ovel Alr fg

Interrogu.tor: 'Dopgld Meiklejohn,'lst Lt;:Mi-
Interpreter: VWolter NiChdlb, Lt Comdr, UuNR

Allied Officar Present: Ciorles . Hasklng, Gapt, M1
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The flying experience of the JW4F pilots .t Pewrl Horbor
~-z:.veruged sbout 800 hours, with . minimum of 300 «nd &
meximum of 7,500. Thit level wos meint.ined by the {irst-
.- line JN&F pilots until the B: ttle of Miawcy; tne level
"ell off only grodu.lly through 194., but ceclined con-
siderabiy in 1943 ws field triining w.o curtiiled. In
the Okincwu camp. ign, the : ver:pe flying exp:srience of
pilots wis beticen ~00 :nd 300 nicurg, but thuet triining
had been under instructors of less ¢ bility thin ecrlier.
Physicul standorde for {lying ccndid: teg were lowered
slightly during tioe wir,® :nd the uwishoat rite in lying
--gchools wus reduced from netely 40% to «bout 5% '

' B-29 ustticks sgoinst Jop.n interfered with troining
m=inly by destroyi.# in.t .1l tlons o1 tr.dning b ses,
¢nd :.lso by suspending tr:.ining during the :lert eriod.
The curt.iling of troining on rormosc w u c.used by
both Allied «ir -ttucks und by expectction of un sllied
linding there. |

Troining w s expedited - fter the ouip n c.mp.ign . nd con-
tinued until Febru.ry 1945, when .11 tr:ining units were
converted to t.ctic .l units; o revised [rogr.in w. s rein-
stituted on 1 .y for pilots only, dirzcted m.inly .t
prepurotion for K. mik.ze oper: tions. :

*TLBLES ATTACHED.
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The JNAF hud no crringement for rot:tion cnd rehcbilite-
tion of pilots.

‘Mainfenénce personnel quulity fell off budly towurd the
end of the war as a result of ¢ roedicul shortening of the
tralning course =t the beginning of 1944.

You were a Stuif Off'icer on the éUlkaﬂu ut Penrl Htrborq
Ye"‘" ..':f'.'.v-'.; ? U e i Ty g 3 | '

What wes the flying, experience of the pilots- employed thepe? ~ 7

The best trzined huad 2500 hours; the uverwcge wus ubout 800 hours; the
minimim training: was: 300 hours. ' i Chutn;cho-(nlr-UnitiCqmmunder) hed

between lOOQ nd 1500 houra.

ithen did the GUullty of the JuAlk gllot& begln to decllnév*“'
st the time:.of aIDhAI, in June, 1945, it doadd |

Did tne decllne retlect a.decrefoe in the hnount of truining?

The training in .the: schools wus muintuined «s before, but  triining in
units was shortened. bk RN

What dlSqultlon wae mede of the pilots who survived the MIDWAY discster?

They wgre ussigned to other curriers; «s they 'were the begt pilots, they
were distributed :mong virious cirriers. Some were sent bick to Jipun
1S 1nstructors.

Why did not the Zuikw.ku tike purt in the B:ottle of MIDWAY?

The Zuikaku wrrived buck PT‘tm trie CORsL Ra only: 10 duys before the
MIDWAY force sortied a«nd required rshobilit. tion of pe rsonnel before
she could sortie zgain. 2 % . . ‘ *

What happened to the quality of your pilots : fter JIDWLY?: e
During 1942, in the SOLOMONS Cumpiign, the guolity of our pilots wis
meintuined. In 1943 the «ver.ge experience of currier pilots went down
to wbout 600 hours, .nd there.fter 500 hours w:s wccepted s the mini-
mum requirement for carrier pilots. (Copt MIERQ stuted th.t in his
opinion the. experience of the lund-b.sed pilots wius higher then thet

of currier. Pllots cnd wes .8 high - on the .ver.ge - .g 1500 hours for
pilots of twin-engine bombevs in December 1941.) By the time of the
OKINAWA. campuign the :ver.ge experience of piiots w.s between 00 .nd
200 hours, und some oper: ted with . s little . s 100 hours. By th.t time
the quolity. of instructors h:d fillen off . nd the fuel short:ge w: s
impeding,trnining;_ | |

Why did 1nstruct0r qu lity L: 11 off?:

Thie best instructors h:d to be sent to toctics 1 wnits nd were lost in
buttle. Their pl:ces were t:ken by pilots who h.d ju-t gr-du:ted from

flying school. 1In :.ddition, the utudent lohd L2T lnntructor « ppProXi-
m.itely doubled by 1945. | - i 8

W..s there '.ny snort: ge 1n uirerafit V:ll blu for fr 1n1ng9
Not «:t the beginning of the w.r, but in 1945 we nkd to gset .side m:ny
comb:.t type tr:iners for thctlchl*cmyloyment. | Vg '

What wos the  ssignment of Dkb 100- hoar pl¢0t in the ORINsWi compiign?
Kumikuze fllghtp. | . ;2

Wnen in 1944 dld pllot qu lltg re: lij droy off sh: rplv°
There wis no shirp drop but only . gr.du:l levelling off: our best

pllots were lost in incre:.sing numbers in b ttle :nd the men who took
thelr plices were progressively less well tr:ined.
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Q. Wus there no drop in school flying time during the viiT? ,

A. Yes, the officer's coursc wi s shortened ifrom one y..r to 10 months :nd
the enlisted personnel course from ten months 1o eight months. Thus n
over.1l loss of 10% in flying time w.s sulfered. '

G. Were the physic.l stind:rds for fiying personnel lowered during the w.r?

4. Th:t is explcined on these ch.rts (SEQ 5TTACHED)

Q. Did cge requirements drop?

A. Yes, there w.s .. drop of two ye.rs in the .ge requirement for gilot cin-
did:.tes during the wwr. Some ccndid. tes of 14 ye.re (J:ip.nese count)
were .dmitted, spent two ye.rs in school .nd one or more ye.rI'c in com-
bt truining before going into comb:T.

Ge TWes the wushout rate for condidetes lowered during the wer?

A. Yeg, it fell from 40% <t the beginning of the w r to ¢ bout 5% .t the

Q. What wos the effect of wllied - ir (ttocks on JNLF tr:.ining? |
Ae The B-29's dectroyed some equipment but oce gioned no greo.t interfer-
~ eéncé with tr.ining itself. -

L. Wh.t type of equipment w s destroyed? | :

A. Inst:ll-tions -t the flying schools. ‘ien the B—:9s : tt.cked in d: y-
light, there would be .n  lert nd tr ining woulid be susgended. The
loss of equipment ~nd f:cilities .t tne tr ining b ses did cuuse So0u€
reduction in tr: ining. |

G. Whot wes the effect of ir :tt cks on tr ining in S0ORMOLAY

as e hod four tr.ining . 1ir Eroups (sCKUT:. 1) on Formos: until the end s i

194/4,; they were given u. bec. use ol the incre sed severity of your : 1ir

.tt: cks .nd .lso becru:s. we expected you to m xe 1 ndings on FORMOw:

Q. Wh t w.s the effect of the 10 Octobour ¢ rrier - tt ck gi.inst FORMOL:Y

A. The comm nder of JN.I tr ining on OREMOma roported .th.t he could not
c.rry on .ny truining - fter th t - tt.ock, but Tokyo informed him th .t
the tr:ining situ.tion w s h rd everyutere nd . ccordingly he contin-

ued the tro.ining until the end of 1944.

Q. Wh.t w.s the effect of . tt.cks by different types of illied pl nes?

A. Both types of irmy plincs interfercd, odut the gre.test cuse of sus-
pending tr-iaing w.e the expect. tion of allied 1 .ndings. Your long-
r:nge firhters kept our tr ining ol nes out of the . ir except for the
recul r times when you did not come. Until your he vy r ids beg. n there
w. s not much restriction of tr ining - fter thot tue restriction w.s
rert. There w s no tr:ining 1in Kyushu of . ny kind in 1945 except for
cuicide tr ining: 11 the units there were converted 1o teetic: L units.

G. Whut w.s the output of tr: ined pilots in-1945%

ie I don't know; our records h.ve been burned. Lfter oillP:N we didn't
know where yvou would strike next, .nd so we cpeeded up troining. niter
the PHILIPHINES Cump: ign we knew th t J .p.n would be inv ded, -nd so,
in Februw ry 1945, we stopped tro ining ..nd converted the tr ining units
to tr.etic:l units. The tr ining st rted g in in #.y. One cl. .88
or:.dusted in Februcry - possibly 1,500 oilots. The size of the clo ss
w:. 5 kept down by lick of fuel.

G. Did you gr:du te pilots after M.y on the s me ¢ le?

L. Wwhen the tr.inees were put b.ck into tr: ining they h d to repe t ¢ pTb
of their course; prob: bly between 1000 -na .00 were gr du.ted in :nd
fter M.y.
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R. VWere :ny observers reitr:ined .s vilote in or” . .fter i .y?

A. No. Before the wir m.ny c:ndid.tes completed Lr: ining for both obser-
vers (nd pilots, but tn.t pructice bec .me impossible when the tr ining
we & reduced. Besides, in 1945 ve h'd (1l the pilot c.ndid: tes we needed
wnd cnyw.y the observers did not h.ve the essenti: 1l qu: lific .tions for
pilots.

Ge. Hud the JNAF uny erangement for rot.ting -na reh.bilit: ting pilota?r
Ae. No. Only the b;dly be. ten up units were sent home.

Qs un't ch;nges occurrﬁd.ln thu qu llty of .. 1nten nece perbonnel aur;ng

the war? . X - o o By ol B g s
. At the end of thb WL T the cubllty of in.. 1ntwn nce p‘rsonne¢ Vi B Vury b.d3
+t the beginning we h.d no short. ge of tr.ined personncl. VWhen the JN.F

was expunded, troining for ground crews w.s snortwned from one ve.r to
- four months: for crews of every type. = ¥ - %

Qe VWhen wies the tr ining shortened?
A. Before 1 c.me to Nqul.ﬁir He;dquarters-f.;round the beginning;of 1944.

Qe Wwhy w:.s 1t th t the JN F ukanded ltu tr.inlng progr m so T pldlj t
the expense of the qu 1lity of its pilots? e

A. The Novy's nirmen oppos .d the lowering of qu .lity, but it w ¢ ordersd
by. the Nivel Genercl S5t If beec:iuse we ind to meet the nuneric: 1 in-
cre. se in americ n, _ir Lorceﬂ,;nd luu DLC-uuu-our,f;ela of Qpprxtlona
‘hzd been extenaed. i * -

e Wis your loss of skilled pilots 1n 194:  nd 194, gre t 14 tn n jou h d

expected? * of E o B

he Yes.

Q; Whit is your estim. tu of tho pilot uutfut of 19A+., _ 3 ‘

4e In 211, both observers :nd pilots, beut 1. ,000 were gr.du ted in 1944.
(Note:‘ Offici:l ch: rts indlc te tn.t thls figupe is low.)

G, Hh'itmonth,ws thu hlﬁhUbt in terms of tr: ining, OLtput°

A« July or sugust 194&, vhen 4,000 were turned cuts. |

Q. Wh:it wes your Etrength in flying Pu“conﬂbl t Lhu und of the w.r?
A. About 8,100 pilots :nd 9,000 observers. (Note::. These {igures:. lso
e slightly below offici 1 JNuF figures.)

Ge Is it true th.t .1l regul r K.v. 1 .c demy gr du.tes reccived flying
troining? . _ y
Ao #All were. given one month'h cmur,e, mtlﬁly to stJPMlnu who w.s fit
~ for further flying.

re they tll truined to solo?

c":"'_j

Ve
Ae No, but ecchn flew vbout ten times with du.l controdis.

Q. When. w:s thb pr Cthc 1nnroaucud° | ‘ :
Ae About 1920.. It w.s dizcontinucd: List ye. p,-temyor;rily,.uuc use of the
..graﬁ$,pxpan;;on.1n:th@,,deemy,_,: 2

End of Interrog.tion
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- APPENDIX TO INTERROGATION 444
PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR JHAF FLYING PERSONNEL
PEACE TIME STANDARD

Class A.Standard (Officers and Réserve efficers)

-

1Above 18 Under 18 Under 17

yrs.of age yrs of ‘age’ yrs of age
Height (em). ... .. . :.:B66.0. 154,0 ¢ 153.0
Weight (kgl ,‘_;h_i.ﬂg;,m48.0' 46,0" 43,0
Chest (cm) 77.0 76.0 75.0
Chest Expanslon (Em) T Ded ™ 0.0
Lung Capacity (cubic cm) 3.0 2.9 = 2.8
Gragping Power left and ...~ .. ' o W
right each (kg) e w5 L 0 BB 24,07 23.0
Mercury retention (sec) (40,0 00 30,0
Breath retention (sec) 50,0 50,0 50.0

||||||

Above 18 Under 18 Under 17 Under 16

Height (ecm) =~ 19
Weight (kg) 4
Chest (cm) T L
Chest Expansion (em) .
Lung Capacity (cubic em)

Grasping Power, left |
and right each (kg) 28.
Mercury retention (seg¢)., . = . 45,
Breath retentlon (sec) ¥ ;;- ,90.

NOTE:

156.0

47,0
78.0
0.5
3.0

Normalization for non-commissioned officers.

o

*

04,0
49,0

- 77.0

151.0

1,0
7440
8¢9
2.6

= 0 O
Ut?‘!tu
O O O

Under l5

147.0
38.0
71.0

0.0
Lo O

O O O

l. Class A Normalizafidh is-applied for those above non-commissioned
officers, and also for the Navy reserves .(air branch); and Class B

2. Those who reach the sféﬁdard in mercury retention, but opulse rate
either increases more than 12 every. 5 minutes or becomes very irregular

will be dlsquallfled

S.. The breath retention test.is. only'applled whea the mercury retentlon

test 1s difficult to apply.

4, When selecting Class C YOKARENSHUSEI (flying cadet), the height

standard may be lowered to 2 cm from Class B normalization.




..Refraction

APPENDIX TO INTERROGATION 444 (Cont'é)
~ CONDITION FOR DISQUALIFICATION

Blood Pressure Those Who"éhow;markedﬁéisorderiv55~7
Eyesight Those who do not reach eyesight 1,02 of each eye.
* . However, at regular and sp901al temporary examina-
“tionsf‘With éxception ‘oft pilots for. fighters and
;jbombers to be in special flying duties, those who
. 7reach above 0.8 of éach eyesight and 1.02 of corrected _
© " eyesizht may be eligibl».

Balance of mye Those who show Iatent squint of more than 3. O‘degrcc
Muscles . . - or vurtlcal squlnt ‘of more than 1.0 deerec. '
Hearing Tji Those who have disoder. Howeverv thoso who reach

| ‘600 -+ 100 © R Tk F g -

600 in whisper and 200 in cleek at reg;ula.r a.ncl
spe01a1 examlnatrons ma.y be ellgiblo. - adndes,

‘ S *' '1 " FO . " ] 1; -"l" ".",l rdq L S - -
. W " .. ¥ i LA L B e S - L3 w 47 h e

Bar Tube “Phose who have contraction. - . uici eiog i gee il

ta = 0 L1 ™ " ey

Tumbling Test 'Thosé who react more than-l5 seconds to twabling

AOTO N S TR T R ,_and;sgpw,strong sengitive countecraction,

¥ : 4 i
e . -t g B 4 =

malse o . -Those who show marked disorder in number and in

gt ' ndture of pulse:

iJ Thosc who shOW'narked disorder and those who have
) hypernetrepla pxceeding "DIOPTRIE"

. bight Pcrception . . Those who do not reach 0.5

‘l.f' & nI. .

., adjustment. 7 Those Who show 15 cm ninimuin foeus {for above :.

non-commissioned officers, and 12 -cm for others),
or those who have fatigue in optic nerve.

. Field of Vision N Thosefwho show ma;ked @isorder.
Depth Phatey” ~°0 50 “THose who go over 40 m total of i6 B;ﬁés.iif.
_.quigggroq§ Tq§§;:H rérThqse who show marked disorder; e
Hdbpfhg*%ésf””""‘ ThHose who show marked meunderlng or leé;1n5mﬁf'more
than 2 meters. bite 5 F .
WI'T&mhliﬁéuﬁnglé-: e ;Tﬁdse‘thfdozhof‘réachfSB‘deéreéS“dr those .who show

narked difference betwden left ‘and right.

"!

Induced Eyebd¥l g e o J_Inose who do ‘ot - reech IS seconas of- duration or
Concussion ”""'*exceed 45 seconds., s antE Y ~

NOTES: ...
l. Each item after pulse is to be applied to the adaptability t est only.

2. For selection of Class C Flying-Cadets in each »recinct, tests will
be conducted on blood mressure,’ eye31ght, hearing, and ear tube of this
normalization chart; the rest of the items will be tested in the specially
designated RENSHU XOKU Tal (training air group).

-




APPENDIX TO INTBRROGATION 444 (Cont'd)

Height (cm)

Weight (kg)

Chest (ci) :
Chest Expansion (cm

" Lung Capacity (cubic cm)

Gresping Power, left
and right each (kg)

NOTE:
Sight of each eye:

1.0

WAR TiMBD STadDARD

sbove 1% Under 17 Undef 16 Under 156 Under 14

154.0 152.0 149.0 145.0 141.0
46,0 43,0 40.0 37.0 34.0
76,0 75.0 72.0 69.0 67.0

5.5 5.0 5,0 4,5 4.0
2.9 2.8 2.6 2.5 2.3
22.0 22.0 22.0 20.0 18.0

However, those who do not reach 1.0 of one eye, but above 0.8 and both
eyes sight reach 1.2 may be eligible,

Mercury Retention

Year

Tine
(seconds)

Blood Pressure

Balance of Eye Muscles

Hearing

Ear Tube

Tumbling Test

Field of Vision
Tuning Fork Test

Hopping Test

NOTE:

Those who do not reach the following standards,
and those who reach the following standards so
far as nercury retention, but whose pulse rate
increase more than 12 in every 5 minutes or
show marked disorder.

aAbove 17 Under 17 Under 16 Under 15 Under 14

35,0 30.0 30.0 30,0 5.0
Those who show marked disorder.

Those who show latent squint of more than 4,0

degrees or vertical squint of more than 1.0
degree.

Those who have disorder. However, those who

reach 600 in whisper but do not reach 100
600 200

in clock.

Those who have contraction.

Those who react .1ore than 15 seconds to tunbling
and show strong sensitive counteraction,

?hose who show narrowness and defect.
\

Those who show marked disorder.

Those who showmarked bend or leaning of more
than 2 meters,

l. Each item after light perception will be applied only to those who

are going to be pilots.

c. The examination for these tests will be carried out at the Naval
station and at specially designated air zroups (KOKUTAI).

3. For the secondary physical test examination to be conducted for the
candidates of Class A and B flying cadets the standards up to the tumbling

test will be applicd.

<y DBesldes No. 1 and 3, blood pressure, field of sight, and tuning
fork test will be conducted according to necessity.
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