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U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACLITIC)
AP0 234
C/0 POSTHMASTZR, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 36 PLACE: Tokyo
(Obtain from G=2) DATE : 17 Oct 45

T IIJ_LEJ o 2 ° OO PDI
Division of Origin: Capital Eauipment and Construction.
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SUBJECT: Interrogation of Metal I.dustries Control Associla-
tion, Reproduction of Wire and Cable.

Personnel interrogated and background of each:
a., S. NAGAGAWA -- President of the Association (also
- president of Furukava Electric Co.)
b, S. Ya [aGUCHI-- General Director of the Assoclatlion
Co TANAKA -- Secretary of the Ascsociation,

"here interviewed: Konwa harkan Building--0ffice of the
Ascsocliation.

Interrogator: Pfc Jacobson
Interrreter :

Allied Cfficers Present:

o Ukl ARY 3

a, General statistics on production, labor, damage and
allocations of raw materials were obtailned.

b. Information on nroblems in the industry, status of
cable manufacturers, and present condition of
plants was obtained.




T Statistics ~ponarsd by the associatign included

-aRRuAl g2 cdection of electrical wirs and cablzs in 1¢37 and

1643, montaly »roduction for August 1949 in tarms of yen and

welgnt of the ccnductor (exelnudineg the weizht of the in-
stulating wmatzspial, sheathinz, . etc.). A list of leading
commanies, drcductive caracity last due to air raid damacge

ermnloy~ent, allocations of finished nrcducts to military
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and civilian use, 1¢42-1¢44, rateria

lian manufacturs, and ~roduction of covwner and conner alloy
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oo $re Goperal information about th: wire and cabla in-

a. Leadin: corworatiors in elzetrie wirc and
canple manuTacture, 'WIThe Big Six"
1. Purvkara
2. Suritomo
3. fMajlkura
4. Shova
5, Dai Nichi

o P *"Iltachll

- 2. " y _— K. o - .
ithne Nikai Comany snecializes in zuh-
marine and othor marine cecabl-.

b, Sixty-seven narerrt of 211 iprs C 1

nrecucecd by Furuvkava, Sumitomo and Fuiilura,
1ith a ratio of 5, 5, 3 among th: three.

c. fProduction of ths "bBig Six" was about nincty
nereent of ths tirs 2leet»ie wire snd eable

1ranstry.
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d. By 1245, 5¢ of a total eof 127 factories were

dz2stroyed by fire, represerting a loss of

D

40 percent of the r»rudrctive canacity of
vire and cable manufagturinz.
2. Lmnloyrent was 24,371 in Marcn 1€45. It fell ‘

to 15,805 in Sentember. At the moment, with

4
stucdents leaving the emnloy of the irdustry,
;
about 5-5,0C" are working in it.
. The mining cavacity of tihe conner ndustry is
estimated at 35,000 tons at the woment. Durin
the war it attaired a pealt of 80,000 tons.
£, rroblams which faced the pdustry drring the war
l. A labor s"ortage - was fillad by zirls,
studencs and Xor=ans.

2, Rail transportation towsrd the end of the
Ay vas lnaceacuvate. Conrrleted cabvle
cluttsrzd up the Furukava CorHany's ware-

.....

and cable nrvoducts during the var; with

about 30 nzvecent ecinz to the Army and

-

Civiilan indnstiry.

4o The Army's only outscarding darand was
for ficld telerhone €able, and was guite
srall compared vith Favd demands.

5. Since the Manchurian "ineidont® <33,
arodiction o7 wire and o¥ble slowly ine
creased.

6. Alumirum, iron and steel vere used as

stibstitutes for copner,
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A definite eivilian chortoge of wire
ana cable existedﬂ army and Navy
shortages are "unknown'.

The Sumitomo Company, fbrmerly 2d

1n importonce has been hit hardest
by fire destruction. The present
order of »nroductive capaclity is
Furukawa (undamaged), Dai Nichi,

showa, rfujikura, Simitomo, and

Ll Ao .

No conversion of manufacture either
p0 Production of goble or to pro=
guetion of ether products by the

caple 1ncustry ls noted during the

0P

Using 1940 = 100 as- a price index,
the nrice of coprer was 600 in 19459

according to Nakopawas,

This industry has been a yonopoly
in the past, with its main problem
et of obtalning sulflieient sup-

plies of copper. Luring the war,

some aluminum was used as o substi-

tute for copper.




