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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOLBING SURVEY
bhg, . (PACIFIC) |

C/0 POSTMASTER, Sal FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS éot) ~ PLACE: TOKYO
- NAV. NOugyg - s ~ DATE:.28 Nov. 1745

Division of Origin: 1 Naval Analysis Division,
Subjects Japanese Naval Air Force Training.

Personnel interrogeted ahd background of each:

Commander TERAI,.Yoshimori, I.J.N.,, a peranent naval
of ficer of 17 years service. On duty at Navy Department and Naval
General Steff from: June 1942 to end of the war,

Where interviewed: ..Naval‘War Staff College.,

‘Interrogeator : L.t., Cmdr. Re P. AILKEN, USNR.

Interpreter : Lt. (jz) k. P. BROWN, USNK,

Other Allied Cfficers present: None.
SUMMARY

Commender TEERAI explained the various phases of the Japanese
Neval Air Force training program before the war and- thie chenges
‘which were made subsequently. Elimination of the advanced combat
tr-ining phase by certain c:ndidetes during the summer and fall of
1943 hes heretofore been erroneously attributed to an anticlpeted
shortece of aviation gasoline by the High Commend. No short:.ze:
of cveges- then existed or wes irmmediately erpected according To
Commender TERAI who stated that when Mirst Air Fleet was belng org-
enized in ‘the enrly summer of 1943, the C1nC preferred to give his
air personnel ‘combat troining under his own supervision. Therefiore
those assigned to- First Air Fleet (Qbout 20% of the candidates .
completing elimentary/intermedicate freining) skipped advanced com-
pat treining ond were assigned directlv to operationzl units of.
mipst Air Fleet. This policy was abandoned early the following
vear principally because operational losses were ~..cessive, and .
the adveonced combet treining phose restored, '
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TRANSCHIPT

Intil December 1940, the Japenese Naval Air Force train-
ing progrcm consisted of the following ph&ases: o

1. Tlimentary or basic training for 30 hours. 1n.
Tyvne-3 treiners OT Type-90 seaplane trainerss Follow=-
completion, candidctes went To:

> Intermediate treining using Type 90 lcnd tralners
ond Type 93 (WILLOW). After 40 hours, trainees moved
to: .

3. xdvanced combel treining where combet and obsolete
combat type circraft were employed. 30 hours flight
time in ZEKES, CLAUDES, KiTES, VeLS, ALFS, PETEGS

~nd NELLS was required before candidates were &ssign-
ed to: .

4, Operational units. If selected for shipborne elr
groups, personnel hed snother 50 hours training be-
fore lecving operctional units.

In December 1940, elimentery <nd intermediate. training Yere combined
put total flight time of the two reduced by 10 hours.

When First Alr Fleet was being orgcnized during the last
helf of 1943, epproximeately 20% of those completlng elimentary/in-
termedicte training were trensferred directly to operational units
ander thot cormend, skipplng the advenced combat tralnlng phase.,
Those selected were the most promising ccndidetes. cinl Fiyst &4iF
ileet preferred to have those assigned to his command trained 1n
combat type aircraft directly under his supervision, believing theat
this would result ultimately in a better trained ond integrated org-
snization. Frequently crews "eot into bad habits" during edvenced
combot treining end the CinC First &4ir Fleetl wented to avoid thils.

In the spring of 1944 the "skipping" of edvenced combe t
treining wes stopped by the Naval Generzl Staff and restored for
~11 trcinees because, (1) operctional losses WET® excessive, (2)
the longer period of training in the newer combat type planes CON-=
sumed more evictlion gesoline than treining in the leéss modern &ir-
creft assigned TO ~dvanced combat training units and (3) tactical
1nits were then beginning tO employ new plene TyDpeES such as GZORGE,
JILL, JUDY, MYRT, and TRLNCES which were '"too hot" for any but
experienced pilots o L1V

Until the conclusion of the MiLRIANAS Campeaign, training
comnands used aviction rcasoline without restriction as to quantity.
Subsequently, 1n anticipstion @f future shortages, Navel General
Staff 2llocated ecviatlon gasoline for trcining purposes O Combined
Pleet which in turn distributed it among the training commands.
Monthly &llocotlons were in gradually dininishing amounts. Command-
er TERLI described the ~viction gesoline positlon with respect ce
treininz os "acute" by 1ate cutumn 1944, &t the end of the war the
criticol shortage of ~vistion gosoline had reduced training time
to 15 hours monthly.

Commznder TERAI wrs of the opinion that the Japanese
Lrmy &1T HOree commenced reducing aviction gagoline LOT training
purposes erprlier thon the Navy, probebly durlng the spring ol 1944,
The JiiLF begen to accuruleste ~vir.tion gasoline stocks in Ol
L. NCHURIA and JaPalN at thet tine,
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