






































iv PREFACE.

known from the province of Buenos Ayres, which
contains one third of the population of the whole
Republic, and is by far the wealthiest, most cultivated,
and most influential part of it. In this province his
election has been complete and unanimous, and the
voice of many other provinces has long been heard
through their daily organs, so that doubtless before -
these pages see the light, the favorable rfesult will be
confirmed. Colonel Sarmiento has resisted all the
entreaties of his friends to return to his country to aid
the interests of his election. He has chosen to wait
until elected by the unbiassed will of his countrymen,
—and for wise as well as self-respecting reasons. All
who have followed the golden thread of his life through
the chaotic changes that have harassed the life of the
Republic, so determined to be free and progressive, in
spite of all the temporary reactions of the barbaric
element which has its seat in the peculiar composition
of its society, feel with him that it is only by apprecia-
tion of his motives, sympathy with his aims, and confi-
dence in his ability to save them from the present
threatened anarchy, that he can have any assurance
of doing good from the high position now assigned
him. He has never flattered his countrymen ; he has
always recognized the barbarian tendencies which have
so often overpowered the equally persistent but vitally
permanent influences of civilization, and he has been
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THE CANTOR. 45

To these original types might be added many others
of equal peculiarity, but they would not, like the
former, illustrate the national customs, a knowledge of
which is necessary for the right comprehension of our

political personages and of the primitive and Ameri-

can nature of the blodm

Woum of this narrative
e reader will himself discover where are to be met

the Track-vxewer, Path-finder, Gaucho-outlaw, and
Minstrel. He will see in the chieftains whose fame
bas passed the Argentine frontiers, and even in those
who have filled the world with the horror of their
names, the vivid reflection of the internal condition,
customs, and organization of the country.



CHAPTER I1IL

ASSOCIATION.
‘“l'ho puebo lives on privations, but his luxury is freedom. Proud of an
independence, his feelings, though wild as his life, are yet noble and
good.’’ — Head.

' A PULPERIA (THE COUNTRY STORE).

IN the first chapter we left the Argentine rustic, at
the moment of his arrival at maturity, in the possession
of such a character as had resulted from the natural
circumstances about him, aad from his want of any
true society. We have seen that he is a man inde-
pendent of every want, under no control, with no
notion of government, all regular and systematic order
being wholly impossible among such people With
these habits of .heedlessness and independence he
enters on another step of rural life, which, common-
place as it is, is the starting-point of all the great
events which we are shortly to describe.

It is to be remembered that I am speaking of the
essentially pastoral part of the people, and that I
select for consideration only their fundamental charac-
teristics, neglecting the accidental modifications they
receive, the partial effects of which will be indicated
separately. I am speaking of the combination of
landed proprietaries which cover the surface of a
province, four leagues, more or less, being occupied by
each.



































































































































































































CONSEQUEKCES OF FACUNDO’S GOVERNMENT. 111

~ of these occurrences will be sufficient to answer the
query. The Llanos of La Rioja are now deserted ;
their population has emigrated to San Juan; the cis-
terns are dry which once gave drink to thousands of
flocks. Those Llanos which fed those flocks twenty
years ago, are now the home of the tiger who has re-
conquered his former empire, and of a few families of
beggars who live upon the fruit of the carob-tree. This
is the retribution the Llanos have suffered for the evils
which they let loose upon the Republic. ¢ Woe to ye,
Bethsaida and Chorazin! Verily I say unto you, that
the lot of Sodom and Gomorrah was more tolerable
than that which was reserved for you!"”



























































































































152 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

tions ; and that there is neither charity nor compassion
in abandoning a nation for thirty years to the devasta-
tion of the first ruthless sword that offers. Communi-
ties in their infancy are like children who foresee
nothing and understand nothing, and need men of
knowledge and foresight to guide them.
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200 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

deliberate acts were limited to shooting or lashing a
man. Rosas, on the contrary, was never in a passion.
He made his plans in his closet, and gave his orders to

his emissaries.













































PERSECUTION. 215

* to educate the people or to facilitate trade? What has

been given to this people in exchange for its sacrifices
and sufferings? A red rag! This is the extent of the
government’s care of them for fifteen years; this is the
only measure of the national administration ; the only
relation between master and slave, the mark upon the
cattle !



CHAPTER XIIIL
BARRANCA. —YACO !!!

“The fire which burnt Albanis so long was at last extinguished. All the red
blood has flowed, and the tears of our children have been wiped away. Now we
bold the cord of federation and friendship.” — Colden’s History of the Siz Nations.

THE conqueror of Ciudedala had driven the last sup-
porters of the Unitario system beyond the confines of
the Republic. The guns were hushed, and the tramp
of cavalry was no longer heard on the pampas. Fa-
cundo returned to San Juan, and disbanded his army ;
but he restored the nominal value of what money he
had taken from San Juan by the spoils of Tucuman.
What more was there to do? Peace was then the
normal condition of the Republic, as war had been
before.

The conquests of Quiroga had destroyved all feeling
of independence in the provinces, all regularity of ad-
ministration. Liberty had ceased, and Quiroga’s name
took the place of law. In this portion of the Republic
all leaders were united in one, and Jujui, Salta, Cata-
marca, Tucuman, Rioja, San Juan, and Mendoza, re-
mained under the sole influence of Quiroga. In a
word, the Federals had disappeared as well as the Uni-
tarios, and the most complete unity existed in the per-
son of the conqueror. Thus the undivided organiza-
tion of the Republic which Rivadavia had attempted,
















































282 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

Before they reached the post-station of Ojo del Agua,
& young man came out of the woods into the road, and
asked at the carriage for Dr. Ortez, who got out and
heard from the young man, that Santos Perez with a
military company was stationed near a place called
Barranca-Yaceo ; that as the carriage passed they were
to fire into it from both sides, and afterwards kill the
postilions; no one was to escape; the orders were
positive. The young man, who had formerly been
befriended by Ortez, now came to save him, and had a
horse ready at a little distance for him to ride. The
sccretary, astounded by this news, told Quiroga what
he had heard and urged him to save himself. Facundo
questioned the young man again, and thanked him for
the information, but told him he might make himself
easy, adding in a loud voice, * The man is not born
who will kill Quiroga ; at a word from me to-morrow,
that whole company will put itself under my command,
and escort me to Cordova.”

These words of Quiroga, which I have but recently
learned, explain why he so strangely persisted in de-
fving death. Pride and faith in the terror of his name,
urged him on to the fatal catastrophe. I had already
so accounted for it in my own mind, before I had the
confirmation of his words.

The night which the travellers passed at the post-
station of Ojo del Agua, was one of great agony to the
unhappy secretary, who was going to a certain death
without the half-savage valor and rashness which in-
spired Quiroga ; death never seems more terrible than
when imposed by the senseless bravado of a friend, and
when there would be no dishonor in avoiding it. Dr.












236 LIFE IN THE ARGEKTINE REPUBLIC.

as he walked to the scaffold, and his gigantic form,
like that of Danton, towered above the crowd around
him.

The government of Buenos Ayres gave great solem-
nity to the execution of Quiroga’s assassins ; the blood-
stained, ball-pierced carriage was long exposed to pub-
lic view, and lithographs of Quiroga, and of those
executed on the scaffold, were distributed among the
people. But the impartial historian will one day ex-
pose the real instigator of the assassination.






























246 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

sent the first regiment of the Andes to San Juan with
orders to raise a company of dragoons, and then to join
the army which was to invade Peru. But José and
Francisco Aldao with other rebels, executed a military
maneuver which deprived the army of this expected aid.
Most of the officers were assassinated, and the two
regiments, not having succeeded in occupying Men-
doza, where Colonel Alvarado and other forces of the
army were stationed, attempted a disastrous retreat to
Tucuman, and dispersed with the shame of having
deserted their banners.

The stragglers of the disbanded regiments, in pass-
ing through Rioja, met with a man already conspicuous
in the provincial rebellions, and whose name was des-
tined to become terrible in Argentine history. This
gaucho with keen black eyes, and a pale face, almost
covered with-a thick, curly black beard, obtained from
the deserters their arms. The dream of years was
realized ; Facundo Quiroga was in possession of arms,
and provincial barbarism, the brutal passions of the
multitude, plebeian ambitions and prejudices, the thirst
for blood and pillage, had at last their partisan, their
gaucho hero, their spirit personified. Facundo Quiro-
ga had arms, and men would not be wanting ; one cry
from him resounding from forest to plain, would bring
about him a thousand mounted gauchos.

Ah! when will an impartial history of the Argentine
Republic be written? And when will its people be able,
without fear of a tyrant, to read the terrible drama of
the revolution, —the well-intentioned and brilliant,
but chimerical government of Rivadavia; the power
and brutal deeds of Facundo Quiroga ; and the admin-


















252 LIFE IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

words about his mission. Facundo then stretched out
his hand, received the paper containing the Constitu-
tion, and wrote in the corner in scarcely legible char-
acters, *Despachado,” and there was an end of the
matter.!

In Mendoza the result was no better. The agent
from Congress pathetically expatiated upon the evils
existing in the Republic, conjured all patriots to unite
under a constitution which would insure universal
order and harmony of government ; but there was a
threefold ambition to satisfy, so he made his touching
speech with tears in his eyes in vain, and returned
without having accomplished anything. The Consti-
tution met with the same reception everywhere ; not
from the people, who were allowed no voice in the
matter, but from' the Caudillos, who desired to retain for
themselves entire liberty of action. The Constitution
would have restrained them, whereas they required an
open field for their ambitions, and pretexts for war, —
religion, confederation, — anything to disguise the uni-
versal ambition. Thus the national government fell,
and the celebrated Dorrego assumed the government
of Buenos Ayres. The old Unitarios could not under-
stand that Dorrego, with all his ambition and his in-
trigues, was nevertheless the only person who might
have organized the Republic under a parliamentary
form, and prevented it from being brought by Rosas
under the rule of a cruel despotism which was to
destroy all civilization and prosperity. Dorrego owed

1 Subsequent information makes it certain that this scene was but a
myth of the time, the only fact being that Facundo thus disposed of the
Constitution sent to him.














































































28 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

wars against the Spaniards in Chili, he had left society
and retired to the mountainous region of San Luis, where _
his nephew, then a boy, followed him, and spent three
years in the closest intellectual and affectionate inti-
macy, stadying Latin, and listening to the historical
and literary reminiscences of the holy man, who fed
the active and open mind of the precocious bov with
precious principles and a good store of miscellaneous
knowledge. Historv and the polity of governments
grew to be the passion of the voung Sarmiento’s soul.
The appearance of Facundo Quiroga and his hordes
in his native province and city had made a profound
impression upon him, and with the disastrous history
of the colonization and of the internal wars of his own
country as a point of departure, and the influence of
his uncle’s keen and vigorous intellect and free and
generous views, he was prepared for that remarkable
career which has separated him from the body of his
contemporaries in letters, in politics, in the consecration
of his life.

But I will not anticipate. The earlier domestic his-
tory of his life was a still more remarkable preparation.

It is striking to see how great natures will mould even
the most adverse circumstances. One can conceive of
no circumstances more adverse to the growth of fine
character than the isolated, provincial life of a Spanish
colony, ruled by ecclesiastical domination, exercised
over an uncducated mass like the remote descendants
of Spaniards who have been cut off for two or three
generations from means of improvement, and even
from the knowledge of the world’s progress. Yet here
we find noble natures ready to respond to noble teach-
ings.
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followed. The government of Buenos Ayres published the
letter, made a requisition for me upon the government of
Chili, and sent the diplomatic note and the letter with a
circular to the confederate governors. The governor of
Chili answered, Rosas replied, the circulars were repeated,
the answers of the governors of the interior were received ;
the system of giving publicity to all those meannesses
which disgrace the human race more than they can any
government, was continued, and apparently the farce will
go on without its being possible for any one to foresee the
dénouement. The presses of all the neighboring countries
bave reproduced the publications of the government of
Buenos Ayres, and in those thirty or more official notes,
the name of D. F. Sarmiento has always been accompanied
with the epithets, ¢ infamous, unclean, vile, savage, with va-
riations such as, ‘traitor, madman, contemptible, arrogant,
etc. I am thus characterized by men who do not know
me, before people who hear my name for the first time.
The desire of every good man not to be despised, the as-
piration of a patriot to preserve the estecm of his fellow
citizens. have induced me to publish this little book. which
I abandon to its fate. It is difficult to speak of one’s self,
one's own good qualities, without exciting contempt and
attracting criticism, sometimes with good reason; but it is

- more difficult to consent to dishonor, and to let even one’s
own modesty conspire to one’s injury, and I have not hesi-
tated a moment which to choose between these opposite
extremes.”

THE HISTORY OF MY MOTHER.

“] feel an oppression of the heart when I approach the
facts I am now to record. | The mother is to the man the
personification of Providence ; is the living earth to which

the heart clings as roots to the soil.} All who have -wxjitten
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well as he did the Holy Scriptures. Don José Castro had
scarcely been named curate, when he wielded the lash of
his censure and prohibition upon all the brutal practices
of the Church, such as flagellations which inflamed the
back with merciless whips, fanatics harnesssed with bridles
who walked on four feet. even penitent arm crossings on
Holy Week, and processions of the Saints, and mummeries
which made their grimaces before the Holy Sacrament. He
used his influence also to put to flight the belief in fairies,
ghosts, jack-o-lanterns. and various creations of other
religious faiths interpolated into our own in all Christian
nations. To this end he used not only ridicule, but from
the cathedral made patient and scientific explanations of
the natural phenomena which gave rise to these errors.
His criticisms also upon the affairs of life, and popular
criticisms made without that grossness of censure which is
common in ordinary preachers. worked so much more
salutary effects since they came accompanied by ridicule so
full of wit as to raise a general laugh in the church, he
himself laughing till his eyes would fill with tears, adding
new sallies, till the immense concourse of people, attracted
by the delicious mirth of this comedy, relieved their hearts
of every trace of ill-humor, and till the priest, having tran-
quilized all minds, would say, wiping his face, * Come,
children, we have laughed enough ; now lend me your at-
tention. By thesign of the huly cross, etc., and then came
the text of the lesson of the day, followed by a streain of
serene aud placid light, moral, practical, easily-understood
commentaries, applicable to all the exigencies of life. . .

My mother’s religion is the most genuine version of the
tine monk, who attempted by his writings and example to correct and
reform the vitiated religion and superstitious notions of his countrymen.
This unusual boldness agninst the prejudices of the times proved very offen-

sive to the Church, and the author was with difficulty saved from the horrors
of the Inquisition.
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execution, the sentiments which bad been outraged im her
beart, glowed with new force. and she obstinately refosed
to permit the destruction of that witness and companion of
ber labors. (One day. however, when the revocation of the
permission had lost all its prestige. the blows of the hatchet
upon the venerable trunk of the tree, and the rustling of
the leaves shaken by the shock. the last sighs of the victim,
were heard through the house. It was a sad. sad moment,
a scene of mourning and repentance. The blows of the
fig-slaying hatchet? also shook the beart of my mother;
the tears rushed to her eyes. as the sap of the tree to the
wound, and her sobs responded to the trembling of the
leaves. Every new blow brought a new burst of grief, and
my sister and I, repenting too late for baving given such
acute pain. burst into-weeping, the only reparation now
possible. The suspension of the work of destruction was
ordered. as the family prepared to rush into the vard, and
put a stop to the painful re-percussions of the hatchet upon
my mother’s heart. Two hours afterwards. the fig-tree lay
prostrate upon the ground. displaying its hoary head as’
the fading leaves showed the knotty frame-work of that
structure, which for so many years had lent its aid to the
protection and sustenance of the family.

“ After these great reforms, the humble habitation went
on slowly and painfully enlarging itself. It fell to me to
bave the happiness of introducing one substantial change.
On the border of our little homestead spot was a piece of
ground my father had purchased in a moment of compara-
tive ease. I was an apprentice in a small commercial
establishment when sixteen years old. My first plans and
economies had for their object the fencing in of this 10t of
territory, that it might be made productive to the family,
and place it beyond the reach of indigence, althcugh it

1 The Spanish word is higuericida, the fig-i-cidal.
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4 The inspiration to consecrate myself to the education
of the people, came to me here in my youth. My labor of
thirty years, that of serving the countries where I resided
with schools, turns now to its point of departure, to the very
simple idea of the importance of primary school education
over all other education, to insure the happiness of nations.
If I bad been born in Buenos Ayres, or Cordova. or in
Santiago de Chili, the primary education of this part of the
country would not have arrived at this point when all are
striving for that end. I should have been preoccupied
with the brilliant university, and should have aspired to
its honors. But I was born and educated amidst the peo-
ple of a province where there was no other education than
that of the public school. and the * Escuela de la Patria’
was one of the first order. without a rival in any private
one, conducted by a man so respected by the people and
the government. that at that time the schoolmaster was
looked upon as one of the first magistrates of the province.
Observe, then. by what singular circumstances the school.
as an institution. was destined to acquire in my mind that
supreme importance which I have never ceased to give it;
and how, at the close of my travels. I found in the United
States that the school occupied the same place as in San
Juan, and brought forth like results. The truth is. that the
first ideas in the child’s mind keep the same relative posi-
tion always. and however slightly they meet with confirma--
tion. grow and develop. and determine the career in life.
If I should express all my thoughts. I should say that the
School of La Patria. in San Juan. associated in my mind
with the recollections of the only form of education with
which I was acgusinted. went forth with me from this prov-
ince. and accompanied me in all my wanderings. In Chili
it took the form of normial schocls : in Euvrope 1 connected
it with the study of legisladen : in the United States with
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four men of letters competent to the task — that is, not
wishing any one to examine his acts or enlighten public
opinion, sent me word that the second number of ‘La
Zonda’ was worth twelve dollars. 1 ordered the printer
to draw so many dollars, and ‘La Zonda’ died of that
suffocation.”

One day he received a summons to appear before
the governor, who asked him if he had obeyed the
order to pay twenty-six dollars for the last number of
“ La Zonda.” He replied that it was an illegal de-
mand, and that he had had no official notice to pay it,
for the messenger by whom it was sent, the printer,
was not a legal messenger, and the law provided that
no money should be required of writers, the publishers
having the benefit of sales, in order to encourage pub-
lications. Finding him resolute in his refusal, Bena-
vides threw him into prison. His friends visited him
and advised him to yield the point, in order to save the
college of which he was director. The aide-de-camp
came to receive the money, and received a warrant
against a merchant, accompanied by his own signature,
by which Sarmiento was to recover in due time, in
view of the law which was violated to his injury, the
sum of which he was despoiled, with damages. Thus
ended this affair, but he says, —

« My situation in San Juan became more and more
thorny every day, as the political horizon became more and
more charged with threatening clouds. Without ariy plan
of life, without influence, repelling the idea of conspiracy,
in coffee-houses, and assemblies, as well as in the presence
of Benavides, I spoke my convictions with all the sincerity

‘of my nature, and the suspicions of the government closed
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sccident or intention, arrived at the precise moment to
prevent a scandal

“ Thus that Chili which I wished to dress in state’s pris-
on garments (ensambenitar), to display its crimes more
surely to the public gaze, showed me at the very moment
virtues worthy of respect, a delicacy and infinite toleratiom,
and proofs of sympathy and appreciation which made the
suicide I bad prepared for myself wholly unjustifiable.
From that time the public and the writer understood each
other reciprocally. That learnt to be tolerant, and to do
justice to good intentions, and I habituated myself to look
at it as a necessary part of my existence, and neither to
fear its anger por to provoke it. I am now unanimously
acknowledged to be a good and loyal Chilian. But woe to
him who persisted in calling me a foreigner ! It was safer
for him to emigrate to California.”

In 1845 he wrote the lives of the Presbyter Bal-
maceda, of Colonel Pereira, of the Senator Gauda-
rillas, of Facundo Quiroga (three editions of the latter
were published, and though proscribed by Rosas, to-
gether with his other works, was largely read in the
Republic), the life of the priest Castro y Barros, and
of General San Martin. At this epoch he united with
the celebrated Garcia del Rivera, in the editorship of
the ¢ Museum of both Americas.”

Don Manuel Montt saved Seilor Sarmiento more
than once from rash acts. When he gave up the edi-
torship of the  Progreso” the first time, because he
could not bear the criticisms upon it, he said to him in
his quiet, commanding way, “ You must write a book
upon what you wish, and confound them;” thus restor-
ing him to his own self-reliance. 'When he thought of
























In October, 1852, be wrote 2 pamphlet upon Sem
Juan, its men, and its acts in the regeneration of the
; the restoration of Benavides and the
peoples’ conduct towards him. When elected by Sen
Juan Deputy to the National Congress, which office
he declined, be-published a letter to General Urquina
giving his reasons, snd subsequently a pamphlet en-
titled “ Convention of Sanatuolas de los Arrevos,” in
which he treats of the condition of the government in
the Republic and the reactionary policy of Buenos
Ayres. In 1853 he began to publish the second vol-
ume of “ The Cronica,” a political and literary peri-
odical, and also his “ Commentary on the Constita-
tion of the Argentine Republic,” with numerous
documents illustrative of the text. In the following
year he published a letter to the electors of Buenos
Ayres, who had chosen him for their deputy, an ap-
pointment which he did not accept.
He¢ finally took up his residence in Buenos Ayres as
a private citizen. In that year he was nominated Dep-
uty to Congress from Tucuman, but did not accept
the nomination for some political reasons. In 1857 he
solicited and obtained the direction of the department
of schools, and was also made Councillor of the Muni-
cipality of Buenos Ayres, Durqué being still President.
The difficulties which he encountered in carrying out
his purpose of intrgducing the North American system
of common schools into Buenos Ayres as a starting-
point, are described in a very graphic and lively man-
ner in a letter to the Sefiora Juana Manso, too long for
insertion here. Three ministries went out, which
mado the acceptance of his bill the sine qua non of
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dominant opinion of the best minds, but rather of the
accidental influences of the moment. It is therefore
doubtful whether Colonel Sarmiento, being so far from
the theatre of party movements, can effectually serve
his country otherwise than by his advice or his writ-
ings, but that they are now esteemed worthy of con-
sideration there, is a powerful stimulus to his persever-
ance in his life-long work.
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vansage that other nations would reap from its labors — nations as my own
in the dark upon the mode of operation of the American Common School
system. May the hope of benefiting millions, and of ameliorating the
condition of the human race everywhere, induce you to rekindle and keep
forever burning the torch which is to diffuse that light.

I have the honor to subscribe myself, etc.,

D. F. S ARMIENTO.



































































































