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Recent condition of the demend and svpply of labor in Japan and the de-
cision on the principles ol euwploying war prisoners.

The labor shortage problem in Janan h=3 become quite acute, becoming more
and more sericus recontly., In o-{e- t> m2et 1bls situation, many people
are of the opiuisn that we bad belt:s 2rploy, whon necessary, the war
prisoners who are row intermd =23 Lenbavrjl, or ab places in the souih

ae a resul’ of our surcess in iha Sieajer Dast Asla Var,

Ae a result, the Cabinet Planning Brari entrusted by the Army Adminie~
trative Deparimeni for War Prisoners, held a coaference on Avgust 15
regarding the irannier of war priscrers o Japan rrorer and tleir em—
ployment. At thieg conference the following principles were discussed
and decided to be carried out, in order *o itrancfer war prisoners 1o
Japan and employ them to mivigate the labor sliortage and “¢ carry out
special importamt work:

I. Of the industries in the National Mobilization Plan, war vnrisoners
shall be employed for mining, stevedoring anl engineering and con-
etruction work for naiiona) defarse, For the time being, war
prisoners shall be eaxloyed in ulevedoriag in iuportant porus.

For the time beirg, some 3,E00C war priesoners ehall be sent to
Japan. Accordingz to results, the number shall be increased later.

The formalities regarding the employment of war priconers was
arranged by Prefectural Goverrors chrovgh the Welfare Ministry.

In the prefectures, the Prefectural Governor, or the labor manage-
ment organizaiion appointed by vhe Governor, may, with the consent
of the Army, make p.ans and %ake charge of the =uployment and
supervisioa of war priacners al the place of labor.

Prisoner of war camne for stevedores to be brought to Japan for
the present, follcwing this plan, will be set up as follows: :

Tokyo 600 peresons Hirohata 100 peraonsif.
Yokolama €D . Maji 5C0 i
Osalta 6.0 . Tohata 500 "
Kobe 520 " Muroran 300 .
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2. Employment of war prisoners ia the Zentsuji Internment Camp.

Before the above plan was set vp, part of the war prisoners interned in
the Zentauji Interrment Camp were & ready employed as laborers. That

is, at this Zentsujl Prisoner of War Cawp which wes opened on January 14,
about 450 American prisoners of war, etc. from Guam, had been interned,
of which 150 Americans were sent to Osaika on June 9, interned at the
City Gymnasium at Yewniayamaisuno-chs, Minato-ku, Osaka, and had been
working as stevedores since June 12. The ouvtline of their working con-
dition is as follows: They wovk elght hours per day, engaged in simple
stevedoring work; as for eflcliengy iz lradliing light loade, they do

not show mush (2 ¢ cvavay conmared wiskh the Japarece ~abcrers, but in

-

handling heavy lcads, or in wo™k% reiliring »kill, thelir efficiency is

very low. Ae fox The'r wogos, {13 (osika DMetrict Earbor Transportation

o
k.

Stevedoring Cou'xsl Ol lie colliecus Uuwo yaa mor person per day from

the direct enxl:y2rz of the war prisonerr., The mnrey 13 either handed
in to the Army, used for the expences of the prisoners of war recreation
equipment, or “or rational deferse offeriugs and gener-l expenses.

The comparatively cheap wage has called the attention of men in the
trade to the advantaze of uvsing the orisoners of war, and is helping

to increase the demand for their employment, The emmlovment of war
prisoners, as stated sbove, has resulted in controlling the rise of
black market wages of lingshoremen, imprcving the efficlency of work,
preventing longshoremen in the regular amploy from being scattered, etec.

Also, at the Takamateu dbranch of the Nippon Transportation Company,
located at 21, 4-Chome, Shinminato-cho, ahout twenty prisoners of war
interned in the Zentsuji Prisoner of War Camp were employed daily from
August 22 for about a month in the Takamatsu Station for stevedoring
to speed up the transportation of materials in war-time, with satis-

factory results.
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Statement of Source and Authenticity

R SPIDATA, Kosaturo  hereby certifv that I am officially
connected with the Jananese Goverment in the followinz capacity:
Administrative Officer of the Fome Minlistrvy , end that as such official
I have custody of the document hereto sttoched conslsting of £1 nages ,
dated September, 1942, #nd deescribed as follows: foreign Affairs Monthly

neport

I further certify thet the attached record and document is an official
document of the Japanese Government, snd thrt it ie part of the officiel
archives and files of the following nemed ministry or department (smecify-
ing also the file number or cit:tion, if any, or any other official desis-

nation of the regular location of the document in the archives or files):
come 'inistry.

Signed at Lokvo on this [a[ﬂﬂﬁquabu;g_SHIEﬂT%
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Signature of Official
4th day of lovember, 1943, SFEAL

>ecend Class Administrative Officer
witnees: Seiichi OKADA [s/ of the Investigation Bureau of the

o Home iiinistry -
. Official Cemecity

°tetement of O0fficisl Procurement

—

with the General ~eadqusrters of the Supreme Commender for the Allied
Powers, and that the above certificotion was ontained by me from the
above signed official of the Javanese Zovernment in the conduct of mv
officizl business.

. 1, Js A, Curtis . nereby certify thet I am associsted

Signed at Zokyo this

cth_ dey of November, 1946

Yitness:_ /s/ Eichard U, Larsh




