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Chapter 7 - Dissolution

* ok x ok * K ¥ %k %

Lftor all, it has bhocome an accepted commonplace to hear of large
towns and even citios in the interior provinces being raided by bandit gangs,
despite the swollen "arnies" which are eating the heart out of all the pro-

vinces. In the Ponrl River Delta region, around Canton, bandit and nirate out-
rages of an indescribable noture hove also become nmatters of course.

Fut only v-ithin the last year have thare been many cases of this
kind in the immediate vicinity of Shanghai, or in the area surrounding Shanghai
and the soat of' rovormment =t Hanking.

‘st shockinp of the roids in this region wns the double villaging
and ulticate ruin of tle city of Lirang, on Teihu Lake, only forty-{ive miles
South of nn imvortnnt towm on ke Shanghoi-~ankin-~ Inilvmy.

Tyice belore bandit panss had raided Livang, though tie city lies
suiposedly in the heart of the district nost firmly controlled from lanking.
sut in Decaaber of 1529 n well orgenized bandit gang ebout 3000 strong conducted
s ferocious forny, Zilling more than 350 men, women, and children, mede off
with loot worth ~bout v9,000,000, and by meendinry fires destro--cd »roderty
worth an additional +10,000,000.

Liyang is n stronglr welled ¢ity, and was talken by a ruse. lo:
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thaa 500 of the bandits drifted in by twos and threes, disguised as farmers,
and put up at small inns. Iaote nt n

irht these cousnirators sathered, over-
powverad the gunrds, opencd the ¢iyr natas, and their follows come swrrning into
the sleepinr and helnless citar,

Telegraphic znneals were seat to waniting, troons were rushed to
Liyang, nnd the bandits wore driven out. Two days luter they returned in aven
larger force, drove out the troops, nnd then completed their terrible worli of

murder, raiine, looting, end incondiarism. i'are than two score of the rich
gentrmr yere taken awayY to be hold foir ranson.

Onz Teature of these raids is that the bandits always carry crmy

with them & larps aunmber of the Jrettiest voung girls to be found in every city
or village which they raid.

The story of vhot hansens to these victims cannot be told in tyne,
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but is indelibly »rinted uvon their oo

: 28 when the ravished and demented creatures
finally vander back to their forpcr aomes, or is told in even more chastly

ashion i their mutilated hodies are found in ditchas or in the brush bafore

bands of roving dogss havo devoursd thom.
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