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Memorandum by the Ambassador in Japan (Grew)

—

- [Tokyo,/ September 6, 1941

This evening the ~time Minjister invited me to dine at a

private house of a frisnd. Only Mr. dooman and lr., Ushiba, the ﬁ
Prime Minister's private secretary, v :re also present. The con-
versation lasted for three hou's and ve presented with entire ‘

frankness the fundamental vicws of our two countries. The Prime
Minister requested that his statements be transmitted personally

to .the Fresident in che bslief that thcy might amplify and clarify *
the approach through diplomatic channels which he had made in

Washington through Admiral Nomura. The following is a brief

sunmary of the sallent points as they emergsed in the course of

our discussion. _

l. Prince Konoye, and consequently the Government of Japan,
conclusively and wholeheartedly agrc with the four principles
enunclated by t.ae Secreta~y of Ste" 35 q bagis for the rehabi- i
litation of relatiors belicen the unitu. States and Japan.

2e -rince Konoye “3cognizes that the responsibility is his
for the pressnt regrettablo state of relatlons between our two
countries but. with appropriate modesty as to his personal capa- 1
bilities, he lilkewise recognlzes that only he can cruse the dasir:
rehabilitation to coms about. In the event of failure on his ,
part no succeeding Prime Minister, at least during his own 1life-
time, could no:hieve the results desired. Prince Konoyn 1is therc-
fore determined to spare no effort, despite all elements and
factors opposing him, to erown his present endeavors with succase.

3+ The Prime Minister hopes that as a result of the commit-
ments which the Japar »~e Govarnment 15 prepared to assume as (
communicated té me by Imiral Toyada, a rational basis has been
established for a mec..ug betwzon the President and himself. The
Prime Minlster, however, is cognizant of the fact that certain
points may need clarification -nd mo. ' precise formulation, and
he 18 confident that tho divargz2ncies in view can be reconciled
to our mubtual satisfaction, particularly by reason of the favorabl
disposition on the part of Japan:ze naval and military leaders '
who have not only suoseribed to his proposals but who will also ‘
be represented at the ruggestsd mesting. The Frime Minister
stated that both the Ministers of War and of the Navy have glven

their full agreement to his proposals to the United States.

-
-
. e c——— i —— il

li. The reports which the Prime Minister has received from
te Japansse Ambassador concarning t'> latter's conversations
with the Presid nt and the Secretary aave led the Prime Minister |

1 to think that the Adminictration in Was. ington entertains serious I
doubts as to the strength of the prescnt Cabinet and that theo 1
Administration is not certain that in th: event that the Cabinct .
should adopt a peaceful program it coulc uccessfully resist the 1
attacks of opposing elements, Prince Kor.ye told me that from |
the Inceptlion of the informal talks in Washington he had received -
the strongeat concurrence from the responsible chiefs of both
the Army and the Nsvy. Only today he had conferred with the
Minister of War who had proufsed to send a full General to ac- ‘
company the Prime Minister ts the meeting with the President: |
the Ministor of the Navy had agreed that a full Admiral should
accompany the Prime Minister. Prince Konoye added in confidence
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that ho expected that tis “errasentative of tha Navy wauldrpro-
bably be Admiral Yoslhiicéa, a former Winistar of the Wavy. n
addition the Premilcr would be accompanied by the Vice Chiefs of
Staff of the Army and the N.vy and sthar high ranking officers

of' the armed services who are in entire accord with his aims,

He admitted that ther: are certain e’ ments within the armed
forces who do not approve hls polici:s, but he voiced the convic-
tlon that since he hrd the full support of the responsible chiofs
of the Army and Navy it would be possible for him to put down and
control aay opposition v ich might develon among these oelements.

2+ Princs Konoye repc ‘edly stressed the viaw that time i%
of the essonce. It might take half a year to a ycar to work out .
211 the detalls of the complete settlement and slnce resentment
1s daily mounting in Japan cvar the econo ¢ pressure being
Bxerted by other countries, he could not guarantee to nut into
effect any such prosram of settlement six months »p 1 year from
now. He does, however, guarantoe that at the present time he can
carry with him the Japanzen pPeople to the goal which ho has
selected and that shauld difficulties be encountered in working
out the detalls of the >ommitments which he may assume, these
difficulties ecan be o' como satisfactorily becausc of tho deter-
mined intention of his Governmant to e to it that its present
efforts are fully succcssful,

6. In the courss of sup discussion I sutlined in goneral
terms the bitter lessons of tho past to our Government as the
result of the failurc of tho Japanese Government to honor the
promises given t2 me by former Japanese Ministers for Foreipgn
\ffalrs apparently in all sincerlty, as a result sr which tho
Government of the Unitad States had at long last concluded thsat
1t must place its reliancs on actions and facts and not on
Japanese promises or assurarces. The Prime Minister did not
a' .empt to rofute this Statement but stressed the fact that his
Govarnment now wished to bring abaut . thoroughgoing reconstruc-
tion of Americarn-Japancse rslations and he assurod me that any
commitments which he would undertake would bear no resemblance
to the "irrasponsible" a~~rrances whioh We had received in the
past and that such commi* sents 1if glven w:uld be sbserved. The
Prime Minister concludad nis presentation f this point by giviné
me to understand that giver “he will the way ean be found,

T+ FPrince Konoye stated that should the President desirs to
communicate any kind of suggpeetion to him 'ersonally and con-
fildentially he would be glad =2 arrange suvsequent secret meetinges
with me, but he expressed tie ¢arnest hope that in view of the
present internal situation in Japan the projected meating with
the President could be "rranged with the least possible delay.
Prince Konoye foeels coni’'ident that all problems and questions at
1ssue can be disposed ~* to our mutual satisfaction during the
meeting with the Presi nt, and he ended our conversation with the
statement that he 1isg determined to bring to a successful con-
clusion the proposed reconstruction of relations with the United
States regardless of cost or personal ‘isk,

{[336p§7 C. G/rew/
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