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“ Witness Richardson

Questions by: Mr. Gearhart
The Chairman

the Pacific and Asiatic Fleets between 1 May 1940 and 1 February

1941.

The Chairmen: Yes.
Admiral Richardson; They might have been numerous, but

vithin my recollootion they were not substantial, except possi-
bly some oruisers and destroyers.

The Chairmen: Will that record show the ciass of ship?

Admirel Rilchardson;:; Yes.

The Cheirman; All classes of ships?

Admiral Richardson: Yes, even show the name of them and
the class,

Senator Brewster; Mr. Chairman, cean you bring that down
to December 7, 19417

The Cheirman: The Cheirman would suggest, from other
aources and under the testimony of other witnesses, it ought

to be brought dovn to the 7th of December.

Mr. Gearhart:; I heve already requested that, Mr. Chairman.

That wvas promised me yesterday. I presume it willl be coming
along pretty soon.

The Vice Chairman: Mr. Cheirman, I assume the reason
the Admiral requested the material on February lst is because
that was the time of the change of his command.

Admiral Richardson: Exactly, Mr. Cooper.

- The Vice Chairman: As the Chairman suggests, of course
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| Witness Richardson Questions by: The Chalrman

‘ for our purposes ve v;ll probably want it to come on down to

™

. || the aate of this happening at Pearl Harbor.
4 Admiral Richardson: That has previously been requested.

5 The Chairmen: You can only speak for the time in which

f

o you were in command.

7 Admiral Richardson: Yes, sir.
8 The Chairman:; That will undoubtedly be furnished.
o | Mr. Gearhart: Did you, during your command, have occaslion

io ||l to protest to the Chief of Naval Operations against the detach-

15 vhether or not your Fleet, the one you commanded, was numerically

§ 11 ment from your command of ships and thelr transfer to the

o

; 12 Atlantic or any other place for duty?

'g 13 Admiral Richardson: Not to my present recollsction.

= .

Z 14 I Mr. Gearhart: Can you tell us, as a naval expert, as to
:

s

0

16 inferior to the Jepanese in the Pacific, or superior?
17 Admiral Richardson: Well, our knowledge of the Japanese

s || fleet and its composition was not compléto and therefore, any

19 ansver I give might later be proved inaccurate, in the light

20 || of better information. But to the best of my knowledge and
21 belief, the .):ai)a.neae fleet was either equal to or superior to
22 that part of the Fleet that I hed with me in the Pacific.

23 | Mr. Gearhart: Then calling for an opinion ansver %00,
24 this being addressed to you as a naval expert, which you un-

.= |l doubtedly are, what effect would the detachment of three
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| Himéa Richardson Questions by: Mr. Gearhart

nattleships, one airoraft carrier, four cruisers and nins

destroyers in May, 1941, have upon that numerical comparison

- of strength? | “

1

| Admiral Richerdson: It would have made the Pacific Fleet

| relatively weaker then the Japanese fleet.

N

Mr. Gearhart: And wasntt it that transfer which caused

| the change in the name of the Fleet that you have been the
sommander of, it having been known &as the United States Fleet
| and booauuo.' of thou'o detachments it was actually known there-
- after as the Paélfio Fleet?

Admiral Richerdson:; I think that hed no bearing on it,

insofar as 1 knowv.

Mr. Gearhart: When did the changa occur, Admiral?

Mr. Gearhart: Yes. -

| Admirel Richardson: The first day of February, 1041.

!

In my opinion it was occasioned by the increasing importance

of neval activity in the Atlantic.

Mr. Gearhert: Then really you were the last Cammhdor

in Chief of the United States Navy?

| - Mr. Gearhart; Is there & United States Fleet now?

Admirel Richardson: Until Admiral King vas made ome,

and & bigger one.

Admiral Richard=cn: Admiral King 19 Commander in Chief of

e e e S e R O o aw = T
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' Witness Richardson

Vil

| 1jeast he was during practically all the war.

' gstates Fleet I was in command of every combatant ship in com- '

785

Questions by: Mr. Gearhart
.- Sen. Ferguson

the United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations -- at

Mr. Gearhart: That is, he is Commander of every naval

ship afloat, is that correct?
Admiral Richardson: He was and is today.
Mr. Gearhart: You, as Commander of the United States

Fleet, were Commander of all ships afloat except those that
composed the Asiatic detachment?
Admiral Riohardéon: No, Mr. Gearhart. I will answver

that question' this way: As Commander in Chief of the United

mission in any ocean that did not belong to the Asiatic Fleet

or was not serving directly under the orders of the Chief of

Naval Operations. Many ships serve dirat;tly under the Chief
of Naval Operations, because when & new ship 18 built, until
she has had some coruising, some target practice, some training,
s ome tests of new equipment, she 1s not considered vorthy of
joining a fleet, and she may be 1n an ocean, but she does not

belong to the Fleet in that ocean.

Mr. Gearhart: I see. Thank you very much, Admiral.

The Chairman: Is that all?

Mr. Gearhart: That is all.

The Chairman; Senator Ferguson.

Senator Ferguson: Admiréll Richardson, can you tall us when
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Witness Richardson Quutionl by: Senator Ferguson
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the Fleet went from the West Coast to Havall in the spring

0N

L

of 1940, if there was a definite date for its return, or

4 vhether there was not a definite date for 1ts return?

. § Admiral Riochardson: There was-a definite published schedule
e available to all offioora. in the Fleet.
7 Senator Ferguson: And what wvas that date?

8 Admirel Richardson: Based upon dates that occur in this

0 . gsorrespondence, it is my opinion that it was on 9 May.

10 || Senator Ferguson: The 9th of May, 19407

1| Admiral Richerdson: The 9th of May, 1940.

12 Senator Ferguson: Who Qquld fix that date? Would you
13 | fix that date, or would it be fixed here 1in Washington?

14 * Admira.i Richardson: Actually it had been fixed either by

15 me or possibly by my predecessor and approved bé the Chief of

D A 'NOLONIHSYM ""INYd ¥ THYM

16 Naval Operations.

17 || Senator Ferguson: So it would be really an order of the

186 Chief of Naval dperationa?
1o | Admiral Richardson; A Fleet schedule 1s prepared vell

20 i in advance that shows all the exercises planned, all the Fleet

et activities well in advance. The over-all plan is prepared in

|

22 the Fleet and is approved by the Chief of Naval Operations and
23 then it is oarried out without any further orders. In acoccrd-
l

24 | ance with that approved plan 21l of the ships participate in

25 the eannual Fleet exerclses snt loave the Wect Cosst, and the

— =
e - -
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Questions by: Senator Ferguson

Witness Richardson

Hawvaiian detachment left Hawalili to join the Fleet in the
exercises of the Fleet.

Senator Ferguson: Was there any delay, Admiral, in 1eﬁ.v-
ing the West Coaat at that time to go to ﬁaﬁaii or did you go
on the scheduled day?

Admirel Richardson: We went on the scheduled day.

Senator Ferguson: When did you first get word that you
might not return in May of 1940%?

Admiral Richardson; I received it in the dispatch which
I put in the record yesterday, on the 4th.

Senator Ferguson: That is the dispatch that you were to
mneke a press release?

Admiral Richardson:; No. This is the dispatch from OPNAV
tOICIHCUSS

;It looks probable but not rina} that "leet will
remain Hawvaiian waters for short time after May 9. Will expect
to apprise you further Monday or Tuesday next."

Senator Ferguson: When you received that were you out
in the Hawaiian waters?

Adm:lr#l Richardson: No, I had finished the Fleet exercises
and ve were all, except the big ships, b:fg carriers, in Pearl
Harbor. 1

Senator Ferguson: Yes, sir.

Admiral Richerdson: Recause ot the end of a Fleet exercise

-
{

@
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¥itness Richardsoh Questions by Senator Ferguson

Senator Ferguson:; Did you give us the date of that

order?
Admirel Richardson: Which order?
sonnitoi' Ferguson: The one you just reedy. I haven't

seen it.

Admiral Richardson: & May.

Senator Ferguson: The 4th of May?

Admiral Richardson: Yes.

senator Ferguson: What is the date of the memo that you
vere to release a press release?

Admirel Richardson: I received that on 7 May.

S_ona.tor Ferguson: The Tth of May?

Admiral Richardson: Yes.

Senator Ferguson: Have you ever discussed that with

Admiral Stark or anyone here in wWashington?
Admirel Richardson; Before the event?
Yenator Ferguson: No, after the event. After you had

“hat ba.por asking you to make & press release, did you ever

discuss that with Admiral Stark or anyone else?

Admiral Richardson: No, sir. No, I never discussed 1t

with anyone.
Senator Ferguson: Have you ever discussed your testimony

were with anyone othser than the sounsel? You bhave never vwritten
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| washington to receive your instructions as far as any diplo-

| the State Department or anyone?

Questions by: Senator Ferguson

any books about it, or magazine articles, or anything of that
kind, have you?
. Admiral Richardson: No, I have never talked to anybody

ub Out it -

Senator Ferguson: Now when did you first receive definite
{nformation that the Fleet would be kept at Pearl Harbor?

Admiral Richardson: We never received any dorinito infor-
mation a8 to the duration of our stay in Havaii. We just
gradually drifted into staylng.

Senator Ferguson; At that time were you receiving any
jiplomatic information between our country and Japan?

Admiral _Rioha.rdnon: No.

Senator Ferguson: Did you, while you were Commander in
Shief, recdive any diplomatic Informetion?

Admiral Richardson: No.

Senator Ferguson: As I understand it, you came here to

matic relations were concerned.

Admiral Richardson: I came here to find out the baskground
of our stay, the purposes back of it, and, if possible, how
long we would stay. |

Senator Ferguson: And did you get the background from

Admiral Richardson: Well, I acguired ths information that
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\ Witness Richardson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

ve voul:d stay there as long as it wvas considered essential for

us to support diplomatic representations by being there.

| representations were that you were supporting? ero‘you taken

‘ Senator Ferguson: Now were you told what the diplomatic

in on those?

Admiral Richardson: No, but I can reed it in the paper.

Senator Ferguson: Well, will you state what your opinion

| was as to what vere the diplomatic relations that were going

on at that time?

Admirel Richardson: Well, the United States has always
believed in a strong China, & China that could stand alone,
and ve were doing all that we could, without going to war, to

{nduce Japan to cease what we considered was aggressive action

| | in China. We also were opposed to the extension of Japanese

asotivities and Japanese influences further south in Aslisa.
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‘Witness Richsrdson uestions by: Senator on
| Q v The Pc%ul

. Senator Ferguson: Did you discuss with eanyone the
'question of a patrol 1line from Hawaii to the Asiatic Coast?

| Admiral Richardson: Yes, I did.
{

Senator Ferguson: Will you tell us vhom you discussed

‘such a matter with?

Admiral Richardson: Mr. Chairman, may I read & memorandum

on that subject which I prepsred several wveeks ago, thinking

'that I might be asked that question?

| The Chairmen: Yes. The committee will be very glad
i

to have it, Admiral.

? May the chair ask vhat sort of a line that vas 3o'u vere

|
|

inquired about?
Admirsl Richardson: A patrol line.

In presenting this, I would like to state that my war

>
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plans officer accompenied me to Washington, and I discussed
with him most of the things that were talked about. He wvas
a man vhose judgment I held in very high esteem, and when I
prepared this he went over it so that I discussed vwith him
'what I might present he?e gs part of my teatimon:, and I
did it in the interest of accuracy.

On 10 October, the day that I had reservations to return
to the West Cosst by plane =--

The Chairman: That is 1940°?

Admiral Richsrdson: 1940: 10 October, 1940.
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About 5 p. m. Colonel Knox, the Secretary of the Navy,

| sent for me and Admiral Stark't.o come to his office. 1

s vas aocompahiod by Commander Vincent R. Murphy. Admiral

- | Stark wvas accompanied by Admiral Ingersoll, and Captain

|

G C. M. Cook, who is now, I think, perhaps a Vice Admiral.

N The Secretary stated that he had important information

8 ibearing on the employment of the Fleet. He stated that he
o | had just talked to the President, end that the President vas

10 | concerned as to the Japanese reaction to the British on the
I

1 reopening of the Burma Road schedulel for 17 October. In

12 || the event the Japenese took drastic action, he, the President,

10 vas considering shutting off all trade between Japan and

14 |\ the Americas. and to this end wvas conuider'ing establishing

15 |l a patrol of light ships in two lines extending from Hawall ' g

™
2D QG ‘NOLONIHSYM Nyd ¥ QUYMW

¢ || vestward to the Philippines, and from Samoa toward the

7 || Dutch East Indies. .

16 | The question was raised -- I do not recall by vhom ==
19 as to whether this included ‘atoppi;lg Japanese ships as

20 || well as othefra, and the view was expressed that thi'a vould
21 be sn act of war, and I asked whether the President was con-

zz |! sidering a declaration of war.

o The Secretary stated that the President hadn't saild,

R and thet 211 he, Knox, knew, was what he was told.

€S T was smezed at the propeosel end stated that the Fleet

. N . B, i B g —_— = -..'*-': el e e N - s = — iR & o = - 2 3 s -‘“.-h :-*-‘l ': p o
' - is i — ancrvad b o - LA T , e k'~ e S N\ s o b s 18




Ba PER" 5 TheE i T - =
ﬂ ‘1‘ ."5#4 "‘i_"‘"' ——— ':h"':.' T :l:"'“_"‘--v F#‘--J
' i |
- b

E - . 793
Witness Richsrdson .

h3 =a ] un not prepared t.o put such a plan into effect, nor for

the var which would certainly result from such & course of

5 | papentheticaily, I had seen that thing tried in the

s | var plans, end it didn't work.

7 | There vas some further discussion that a line of light
| j
8 ‘ ships as proposrd vould entail such dispersal as to expos®

0 \ the ships to destruction in detall, end that the best vay

10 || to acoomplil? the Proaidont'l purpose was to control the

source of the trade Dby patrol of the relatively few ports

|
|
l
|
I
\ . Thf secretary appeared displeassed at the general reaction
\ and miﬁe in particular, and said, "I am not a strategist; if

- G 'NOLONIHSYM "MNYd ¥ QUM
——

9 you .qu't 1ike the President’s plan, drav up orme of your own
16 A to’a’,Loompliah the purpose.” —

Ly 1: ' The conference closed vith the understanding that Stark
iﬂj and I, vith our var plans officers, vould drav up a statement

/ 19 || of assumptions, proposed decisions, and tentative plan of

20, 1 6‘peration in connection with the reopening of the Burme

el Road,

™
0

' An outline plan was drawn up. 1t envisaged the transfer

)
C3

f"to the Pacific of additionsl patrol planes, 21 aircraft

% ‘carrier, some destroyers, and possibly a cruilser or tvo.

-‘.,—,- -#-—-—-'—'-l'————-—— ——— -
£

26 | admipal Sterk vas not prepsred .to spprove these transfers,
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| hi % h‘ and stated that he would talk the mutter over vith the ' k
| . - l!i
a 5 || President and let me know latér what decisions were arrived 'i |
- | b
3 at. ' | _ . ﬁ
e |*I When the plan was completed, the Secretary and the |
| .
¢ | President were away from Washington, and I returned to the
7 | West Coast on the 11th. |
| | |
8 | Senator Ferguson: Are you through, Admiral, vith that |
| ]
o | answer? |
i
(G E Admiral Richardson: I am ready for another question, sir. | i
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'Witness Richardson
| | Vice Chairman

Sena tor ror@lons Did you hear any more about the plan
after you left Washington? i’ou say that the Smotan and

President -- you mean the Secretary of the Navy and the
'Pruid‘ant -- were not in Washington vhen the plans vere com-
pleted, and you left Washington.
Now, did you hear anything further about the plan?
Admiral Riohardlon: I received, after my return to
the Nev Mexico at long Beach a dispatch from A&mnal Stark

|
directing me to send to the Commander-in-Chief of the Asiatic

|
Fleet a copy of the assumptions and the tentative United

'Statea Fleet disposition, and operations to meet the situa-~
tion, which I did in a letter dated 16 October, 1940, and my
recollection is that I sent this to Admiral Hart, the Commander-

|in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet.

z
»
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The Vice Chairman: Asiatic?
Commender Richardson: Asiatic Fleet. By the Commanding

officer of the Houston, which was bound out from Long Beach.

| I sent this letter out by Captain Jesse B. Olindorf,
now either a rear admiral or vice admiral, and this (11:110&1'.153)

is the paper.

Senator Ferguson: Counsel, do you know what paper the
rAdmiral is referring to? Have we & copy of 1t?

Admiral Richardson: What?

Senstor Ferguson: I asked counsel if we had a copy, if
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‘Witness Richsrdson Questions: By Semator Ferguson

U |

| they knew what memorandum you vere referring to, and if ve

hed a copy of it. |
Adpivel Richardson: The date is 16 October, 1940. and

the subject is "International Situation Re Enforcement of

Y .
the Asiatic Fleet."

You had this duplicated.
Mr. Mitchell: let me see it.
Admiral Richardson: The light paper doesn’t belong

‘with 1t. I would like to have that.
Mr. Mitchell: All right, sir. I will tear the light

paper off.
(A document was handed to Senator Ferguson. )

Mr. Mitchell: The Admiral is right. We do have =8

copy of 1it.

This is it, isn't it, Admiral? (Indicating)
Admiral Richardson: Yes, sir,

The Chairman: Are we ready to proceed?

Senator Ferguson: I haven't had time to read this,

| but T vill come back later to 1it.
Admiral Richardson: If I may add, this plan vas

never carried out.

senator Ferguson: Can you give a reason vhy it wvas not

carried out?

.h Admiral Richardson: Well, it served as & base, I mean
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'Witness Richardson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

i1t influenced in some way the development of succeeding

plans, but I never heard any more about 1it.

Senstor Ferguson: Well, at that time we did not have
an embargo on. did ve, in October of 1940? That did not

come until July 25th,' was 1t not, in 1941°?

T notice the "B" item here 1is:

T ————

"Declaring & complete embargo on shipments to and from

| Japan.
:I. "c. Attempting to stop all trade between Japan and
America," 1
t At that time ve did not have an embargb on, did vo?
Admiral Richardson: As far &s I know, ve did not.
PSenator Ferguson: Do 3611 knov of any embargo prior
to sometime in July of 19417
Admirsl Ribhardnon: I do not remember wvhen the embargoes,
any embargoes were placed, but there was either a limitation
on the shipment of aviation gasoline under consideration or
in effect before I relinquished command of the Fleet.
Senator Ferguson: Now, did I understand you to say
that you said something to the Secretary of the Navy about
-- that this would mean war or would not mean war, 1f you

|l put this into effect that he had suggested?

Admiral Richardson: Well, I thought it would mean war,

iiand I so stated to the Secretary.

- - = 3 L -
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|| Witness Richardson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

r

| - - , |
| Senator Ferguson: Will you tell us his reply to that?

1!
L1

Admiral Richardson: Well, he said that he didn?t know
. wvhether the President meant war or not. And I further stated
that g.ho ?loet vas not ready for any such plan. Was not ready

for var.

Senator Ferguson: In other words, you told the Secretary
of the Navy that you vere not in posf‘tion to put this plan

that he vas putting up to you into effect?
l

| Admiral Richardson: No, I never stested that I couldn't
1put it into effect. I could have tried it. -
Sena tor Ferguson: What was the substat;co of what you
said to him?
Admirel Richardson: That in my opinion it would mean
var; in my opinion we would lose the ships; and in my opinion f
ve couldn't stop trade betveen South Americe and Jepan without |
being in i:rouble vith both of them.
| Senator Ferguson: Do you know of anything else you can
add to what you have said that took place at thast time in
| relation to this embar36 or patrol of the Navy?

| Admiral Richardson: No, except as I stated before that

! the Secretary stated, if you are unwilling, deem it inadvisable,

highly inadvisable to establish this line of s'iupu to shut

off trade between Japan and America, drawv up & plan by vhich

' you would shut off such trade, if ordered to do so.
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Questions by: Senator Ferguson

Senator Fergusons: That is, the plan?

Admiral Richardson: "I'hat is the plan.

Senator Ferguson: T will read thid over and come
back to 1t.

Will you refer to your long-hand letter of Januery 26,

1940, please. It 18 the part where you are talking of
Admivel Leaby s "Bill Leahy." Do you have your letter,

Admiral?

Admiral Richardson: Yes, sir.

Senea tor Ferguson: Where ﬁou say:

"1 used to sey to Bill Leehy fbe sure to impress on
the boss that we do not vant to be'dravn into this unless Ve
have allies so bound to ﬁs that they cannot leave us in the
lurch.?

".;mera is a possibility thst this constant repetition
nad something to do with the trip of Tngersoll.”

Now, do you remember that part? Who vere you talking

sbout "the boss"?

Admiral Richardson: The President of the United States,
vho is known as the Commender-in-Chief of the Aruy and the
Navy by the Constitution.

genstor Ferguson: Then fhare is a paragraph in that

same letter, on the first page:

"1hen this understanding was resched it had some value,




Witness Richardson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

2 but under pr;aent conditions it hes little valt_.xo as it af-
3 || fords us the use of a base in exchange for an obligation to
4 || protect ebout two and one-half continents."

5 What were you talking about there?

6 Admiral Richardson: Well, that might be some slight

7 exaggeration,

8 Senator Fergunqn: What vere you exaggerating about?

o Admirel Richardson: About the two and a half conti-
10 nents. But my recollection of that is this, thast Real Admiral
11 ||Royal R, Ingersoll -- I think that is his initial -- Royal
12 Ingersoll anyway, then s rear admiral, had made a trip to

13 London to have some exploratory conferences with the British

14 || Admiralty, because ir there appears & possibility of nations

i5 || being associated, it is always customary, in my opinion for

D G 'NOLONIHMEYM "INVYd § QHYM

10 the military or the naval staffs to discuss with each other
17 vhat might happen if such association becomes = reality, so
18 they wvould not be tsken by surprise.

16 So I vas expressing my understanding of the meaning of
20 eéxploratory discussions between the Navy Department and i'he
21 | British Admiralty, as wvhat might be considered by them asa
22 reasonable steps to be teken if the United States and Great
23 || Britain should become associated in an effort.

24 Sena tor Ferguson: At that time Admiral Ingersoll held

iwvhat position in the United States Navy?

'"
. Il
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Witness Richardson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

h1l gt Admirel Richardson: I am not certain. but I believe,

3 at least there is & possibility that he was Assistant Chief
4 of Naval Operations.

s Senator Ferguson: Who was the Chief of Raval Operatlons
G at thet time? It was Admiral Stark, was it not?

4 7 Admiral Richardson: Admirael Stark, yes, sir,

8 Senator Ferguson: Now, when you had been saying to

g Bill Leshy, as you describe him -- Admiral Leshy -~ what

10 position did he hold in the Navy vheﬁ you vere telling him

T I to" impress the boss"?

12 Admiral Richerdson: Well, when the Chinas incident started,

13 Admiral Ieshy vas Chief of Naval Operations and I was Assistant

14 Chief of Naval Operations,

15 Senstor Ferguson: Now. what base were you speaking

D G "NOLON'HEYM TAYH ¥ QlMYM

Singapore.

Senator Ferguson: In other words, wo were to have the
use of the bese at 8Singspore?

Admiral Richardson: Yes,

Senstor Ferguson: And what were we to do for that use?

16 about in that letter?
Admirsl Richerdson: My recollection is that 1t wes
You expressed it as "protect two end a half continents,"”

i7 |
18
IO
20
21
2%
. 23

24 I wvhich you now say was & slight exsggeration. But what were

‘ |
25 |'we to do?

L]
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¥itness Richsrdson Questions by: Senator Ferguson

Admiral Richardson: What I meant was this, that when
this understanding of what might take place in the event of
closer associmstion between the United States and Great
Britain thet ve would have the use, in cesse ve were drawn
{nto the wsr, would have the use of &ingapore, and ve vould

i have the assistance of the British in the Western Pecific.

Senator Ferguson: Assistance to do what?

Admiral Richardson: Well, this wvas all --

‘ Senator Ferguson (interposing): I understaend.
Admiral Richardson: =-- drawn on the essumption.
Senator Ferguson: In your letter here you gtated that

' ve vere to, in case the agreement went through, we were to

|
|
|
'.

{

have Singspore &s & base for at least part of our Fleet:;

is that correct?

|

Admirsl Richardson: Yes, sir.

I Senator Ferguson: What wes our part in that?

J Admirsl Richardson: Well, it ves ell based on the

l assumption that we would be drawn into the war as an aspo-
E ciate of Great Britain, and she would be occupied, end vwe
wvould have the rest of the bag to hold.

Senator Ferguson: Well, will you &xplain what you mean
by "the rest of the bag"? What would ve be holding?
| Admiral Richardson: Well, we would be protecting
|

Torth Anerice, Socuth America, and Australis.

|
1
|
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Witness Richardson

not?

Questions by: Senator Ferguson

Senator Ferguson: This was in January, 1940, was it

Admiral Richardson: 1940.
Senator Fergusont 1940.
Admiral Riohai-daom Yes.
Senator Ferguson: You say that Admiral Ingerloll‘.‘

did go to Logdon; is that correct?.
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Witness Richardson:

Quegtions by S en. Ferzuson

Admiral Richardson: Oh, yes.
Senator Ferguson: Do you know what ronth or what time

he vent to 'Lond.on?
Adrliral Richardson: I don't remerber. I have forgotten.
Senator Ferguson: Were you fardlior wlth the war games
of 1932 that was discussed in the Reader's Digest, I belleve,
in an article? gt
Adriral Richardson: I wes in 1it.
jenator Fersuson: You were in it?
Adrir;l Richardson: Yes,
Senator Ferguson: Do you recall whether or not he nut
on a war game waereln ve took alrplane carriers north of the
Hawallan Ielaonde and made an attack f ror those o~rriers?

Admiral Mchardson: Yes.

Senator Ferguson: Do you know’ the opinlion of the Juiges?
- Adrdral Richardson: 19327 I was in oomr*aﬁd of the U.S.S.

AUZUSTA at that time and I played such = minor part in that
that my remory 1s not vivid and vhatever I mizht try to say
would be vholly rmerory ani while I think I have a good me-
rory 1t -isn't that ~ood. |

Scnator Fersucon: Vell, now, when you were Corrander-in-
Chlef of the Flect 4id yu heove a~y enemy's, - they we™e not
an enemry at that tirme, - but any submar-ineé that were near

,Pearl Harbor thot 4131 not belong to the United Stntes?

-l \"il'. .
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Witness Richardson: Quections by Sen. I erguson

2 Admriral Rioharﬁaon: That 1s, in my opinion, largely a

3 mat ter of opinion. I had seve_r?al renorts fyordestroyer

4 patrols of the precence of foreircn aubm.rines in that area,

§ || thelr opinlon bd ng derlived from under wate~ or sound of

e super-sonlc llstendny devices and at one tire, rarticularly

7 on the 16th of Deoervber, the presence of a subrarine in the

8 prohiblted area risght off the entronce to Pearl Harbor was

o reported to me.,  This report wae believed by several officers,
10 || includilng the corrander of the destroyer, the sound officer,
11 the corrander of destroyera, about three-r,ourthg of my staff,
12 but 1t was not belicved by me and t wo other officcrs on my

13 staff and we later proved to evecrybody else that 211 the mani-
14 festatlons of the existence of a subrarine at that tirec could

15 || be attributed to somethings else.

S QO 'NOLODNIHSYM ""INYd W OQHMYM

16 Senator Ferguson: Vell, wae that renortel to Vashington,
17 do you know, or ﬁrter you decided that you thousht it was =a
18 || false alarm 414 you just forset the incident?

19 Adriral Rlchardson: I 40 not rererber r:zhethe:; that wae
20 reportcd or not but at that tirwe I issuedl an order for the

21 destroyers to 4 rop depth charges on any such contacts they
22 || Rade and then after further consideration, without being

23 influcnced by any supcrior authority, I rescin:ied that order;

24 || but 1n looking over this correspondence I do find in one let-

25 | ter somewhere that Adrirnsl Stark sald to me that he r egretted
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Witness Richardson: Questions by Sen. F ocrguson

the destroyor hai not followed the contact for a longer peﬁod
and I think thnt referred to another reported contact with a
subrerged submarine, the contact having been lost after several
hours.

Senat;ar Ferguson: 1 assure, then, that you never h~4 00~
easion to use the depth borbs on any subs =nd that you revﬁked

the order. Now, waca copy of that order sent to Vashington?

Adriral Richarison: So for as I know, no, 1t vvas not,
Well, I ar certain it was not.
Jenator ersuson: \'!tiep you gave yesterday the cOnverso-

tion that you hal at the White House with the President and

Adriral Leahy did you finish readins your entlre staterent?

Admiral Richardson: I dld.

Senator Fergusori: Gin you recall anything more that took . B
place at thaet conversation?

Admirazl R chardson: No. Ina oonveréntion of the length
of two hours, some of it about Puerto Rlco, some of 1t about
the Mleet, sore of it about a ee:'Lection' syster, some of 1t
about vetiring officers, 1t is imrpossible to rererber more
than vhat impressed one at the tire as belns of grave import.

Senator Fermucon: You hai some very definlite oplnlons
on the subject that you wére 1iscussinz with the Preslident,
114 you not?

I 434,

Admriral Richardison:
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Witness Richardson: wuestions by Sen.Ferguson

S enator Ferguson: And he had some very definlte opin-
ions on the subject that he wes discussing w!fh you?

Adriral Richardeon: He 4ld,

Senato;- Ferguson: \Vell, now, will you tell us -~ oI,
first, you told us, as near as you can stote 1t, what the
P resident had sald, W1ill you state, as near ns you can, vhat
you s:zg.d to the President? I['14 you make a written memo based
on that? I thousht that you ==

Adrdirol Richardson: I recd that for you yesteriay. Shall
I read 1t gzain?

Senator Ferzuson: That you said to the President_?

Adml7mal Mchardson: I 414.

Senator Ferguson: Have you anything to add to that?

Adrirel 3ichardson: No.

Senator Ferzuson: Vell, then, 414 you hesr from the
Presldent on that sﬁbject axzain?t

Admiral Rchardson: I never heard from the President
agaln and never s~w him again.

Scnator Ferzuson: Now, when wag that convers~tion at the

White House in relatlon to your convercotion with the Secre-

tary of the llavy about the convoys, - or not convoye - patro;l.a? |

Was the ‘hite Houre convers-tion prior to the one that you

had with the Secretary of the Navy, Secoretary Knox? This

exhiblt that yov rasced tc me 1s dnted October 16, 1940,

—-l--—-——--\--—h--r —
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Witness Richardison: wuestions by Sen. Fersuson

What was the dote that you were at the White House?

Admirsl Icharison: I was at the White House on the 8th
of October. The convers-tion with the Seoretai'y of the Navy
with respect to the opening of the Burra Road and the line of
patrol chlps was on the 11th. I left Washinzton -~ nop it was
on the 10th. |

Senctor Ferguson: Vell, at the tlre you veve ~t the White
Houge and talked with Adrmiral Leahy and the President you 4id
not know anythinz abdut this patrol that the Secretory of the
Navy discussed with you on t he 10th or the 1llth?

Admirel Richardson: Absolutely not.

Senator Fer:uson: Yese

Adriral Richardson: And I was amazed with the presenta-

tion of feots made by the Secvetary but everythinz is influ-
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enced by after knowledse. I assume nov that the quecstion of
fuel ‘oll at Samoa might have had some rclation to the inten-
rion to esgtablish thie patrol, or the progpactive consiiler-
ation.

S enator Ferzuson: Do you think now that some part .of
your diécusslon 7Ath the Presidcnt brought up this subjcct of
the pa rol?

A:lmiral Richardson: I feel foirly certain that nothing

that I caid or 4id had anything to 4o with oreating the idea

that the estoblishent of this patrol should be undertaken.
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mestions tfy S en. Fer~uson

Vitness Richardeon:

Senator Ferguson: M4 you dis~uss thic patrol question
with anyone 1n the Sceoretary of the Névy -= OI NO, nardon re,
the Seocretary of State's office?

Adriral Richardson: No.

Senator Ferguson: D14 you dlsouss it with Dr. Hornbeck?

Adriral Richardson: No, althouzh I zaw hir sfter that.

Senator Ferguson: But you 414 not discuss it vith him?

Admiral Richordson: ‘/ell, in so for as I unow I 414 not
discugs it with him, but at About that time, and I think -
well, I know, - on the 1l0th of'OOto'ber 1940 I had sent Dr.
Stanley Hornbeck a part of py meroranium of 12 Sentember 1940
which I had zlven to the Seoretary of the Navy and it 1s
poselble ani highly probable that I dlscussed with hlr sore
of the contents of this merorandum,

Senator Ferzuson: Ilay I inqui+~e now from counsel éhether
or not we have any dota or merorandums or any informatlon of
Dr., Hornbeck upon this question, any remro that he may have
wvritten after he talked with Adrirzl Nichordson? As I under-
stond 1t, 1t 1s the custom of the State Department after they
have a conversation thgy record that olonvers-'rtion in a me-
RO Iraniur,

Lire Mltchell: Ve have asked for a2ll thelr matcrial on

that and nothins of that kind has come forw-rd as yet. e

have not recelved all that we have asked for,
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Witness iychardson: questions by en. ' erguson

Senator Fersuson: Vell, will you inquire spc cAfically
for that? I would like to defer that question for the time

' beins. 8

vlere you rendy for a question, Admirall?

Adriral Richardeon: Well, if I may, Mr. Chelrmen, I am
huriliated to be compelled to request that I be permitted to
change a statement which I have made here. I made 1t honert-
ly but 1t 1_.9 a mistolkce.

The Gheirman: Go ahead, Admiral.

Adriral Richardson: After a further gearch of the records
of the dispatches exchanzed between me and Adrlrol Stark I
riitd that I 414 reoeh;e a reoly to my inqulry about the alert
of the Hawallan Denartment.

Senator Ferpuson: VAill you recd that?

Admirel Rlchardson: And this is my Idspateh.

Senator Ferguson: VWould you gZive us the dnte?

- Adriral Rchardson: Yes. The iigpatoh from Adriral
Richardson to the Chief of Naval Operations dzated 22 June
1940 read as follows: (Rcading)

"Corronding General Hawailan Department received
orders "ar D-u.rtrent placinz forces on alert agalnst
hogtile trans-Pacific raid ani since no information re-

ceived Navy Decpartment have assured thls exerclse. Navy

patrol planes are particlpatins.”
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Witness RAchardson: Quentions by Sen. Fersuson:

Tn testimony thet I gave sorcvwhere I sta'ed that 1 had
reccived no reply, but it appears that I 414 r ecelve a reply
vhich re~is: (Readinz)

nijar Department directive concerning alert 1ueueﬁ as
nrecautionary measure after consultatlon 7ith Navy and

State Jepartment. Request you continue cooperation. "

Scnator Ferguson: Thet wouldindlicote, Adrirvel, that 1t
vas not a war zare of prootice alert, woyld 1it? ‘/hat would
you sgay about that reply?

Adrirol Richardson: Vell, I will cay that I wns come
pletely wrong, because thls is the first ivime --

Senctor Ferzuson: I am aslzing nov. I?reallzé that and
we are glad to have you correot your testimrony, but would .this
orier that you reai indicate that 1t vas not a war gare that
rwas zoinz on but it was something that was consldered both
by the Var Departrment and the Scoretory of Stote's office?

Adrirnl Richordson: It indlicates that to my mind.

Senator Ferguson: That belnz true how i;:) you account for
the Army beinz alerted and the Navy not? ‘hat 1is the date
of that last instrument tha® you reodl

Adriral Uchorigon: T“he ddopatches that I have read ap=-
parently are contalned in a rerort of Admir:-l Hewltt's invec-.
ti;atlion.,

Senato» Fersuson: Do ou know, Adrdlrol, whether you were
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Witness }chardison: zuestions by Sen. Ferpuson

2 a witnccs before Admiral Hewltt? His investiation took

3 place after iiay ol 19405,

4 Adrdrsl RMchardoon: I know that I was not a wiltness.
5 Senator Mersuson: You were not e witneos?

6 ~ Admdral Rlchardgon: DNo, and this 1s the first that I have
7 seen of any part of hls report. '

8 ¢« SCnetor Fersuson: Vell, would you Just malie the rceord

9 || cleor now? Vhat refresched your memory? One of your officers

10 zave you this information, Aidi he?

§ 1 Adriral Richardson: He just handed it to me now,

o

; 12 ‘Senator Fer~ugon: He Jus_s*!: handed 1t to you?

; 13 Admriral mGMrdso;lz Yes.

% 14 Senator Fersuson: Now, readlng that can you account for
'E 15 the I ~et that the Navy was not alerted and the Armmy woes

o

16 alerted?

17 Admiral Richardson: That passcs my corprehenslon.

18 The Chalrmen: You wevc asglted, Admiral, the 1ntce of those
19 || two corrunic- tions,

20 Aﬁmi:ml Rlchardson: They are both datod 22 June.

21 Senator Ferguson: lir, Galirmen, I _see that t hehour of

22 rececss has come cnil I have conslderably more. Do you want to
23 adjourn at this time?

24 The Chairman: Very well, we will staniln:reonsa until

25 ten o'clock fomarow mornin-,




(Whereupon, at 4:00 o'clock P.M., Tuesday, Noverber

20, 1945, an al‘ournrent wns taken until 10:00 o'oclock

A.M., Wedneedny, Noverber 21, 1945,)
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