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INTERROGATION OF
Date and Time: 11 February, 1°46. 1000-1315 hours

Place ] !pu-htul._bm. Japan,

Present { m' Sadeo
Nr. Elton ¥ s TP, _, |
N, Denis A oy
Nise Dinah Braum Stenographer

Oath of Iaterpreter, .mumm ' Col.
Moyrov %o Nr.XKildeyle:

COL. MORROW1

Mr. KILDOYLSE i de,
mestions YW ¢ O0L. MORROW,

Statement W 1 ARAKT, Sadsot
I have vritten some notes in
mvm“lmmumn
utﬂuﬁuﬁlﬂﬁﬁ-
Nr. EYDER: !rl.nhh.-.

hu-mmummammm

Questions YW 3 Col. NORROW)

Qe I would 1ike to kmow whether the

T
:? ‘ﬂ:n importance m vlil 1937, asd what

A, This was a board organized during the Hireta Cabinet. Ite

duties vere investigation of the mational rescurces.

Q. ¥as 4t different from this board?
32 (indicating name of board)
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(ARARI Fed 11 eent'd)

r
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T

Ao

Ao

Ao

It 4s 20t the same. I think the ome you indicated was organised
during the TOJO or EOISO Cadined, -

This resord shows tha$ MATSUKI Masao vas aproiated on
the 26%h day of Octoder, 1937, as the first presideat appareatly.

That was during the firet KCHEQOIR Cabined.
And whe apreinted this Plamaning Joard?
L et o o e St St
and dus to inoressed activities it was desided te eall 4

¥ho appeinted 467

buresa

(P

18 was 2ot a constitutional office?

No, it was 20t a outﬂhttml of fice ht m it required

the permission of the Frivy Osunmeil. I8 was an administrative
lournlulumvmihunm* |

Some Jspanese pecple - |
under SULUKI wae responsidle for much of the
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(ARAKT Pob 11 oont'd)

Vas 1% influential in the presecution of $he war with Ghisa
That {s SUBPSUGU who uuum.muummmlmm-mr

part
A, Adbsolutely not at the tinme vhen I was a eadinet membder,

I assume that the Prime Ninister was

foreiga affairs vere important enough

eabinet mestings, is that correct?
Tes, that i sorreet.

Yes,

A, Fo, 1% vas m0t% an {nfluential beard,

e
ie
e

Qe

A,

T — I e e .
-
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(ARAKI Teb 11 oont'd)

A.

A,

A,

Did the Toreign Ninister ever briag up a question as to fo
affaive for the full cabinet weeting to discnss? 2 3 m

Tes the foreiga minister would also have %o bring up the guestion
at full meetings. | | T s |

And 414 She Var Minister bring up such questions defere the full
¢abinet meetings? : e L M N

As this wvas during the (hine ineident, amd the Var asd Navy

Ministers vere deeply concerned, they would alee Dring up sweh
quentions befeore the full ecabined. m. matters of great
importance to the foreign offiee, the Var and Navy and
Hinistries, vere usually mot put dDefore the full eabine
as interference by other minieters vae not relished and
vere usually discussed bWy the respestive mianisters
Prinme Ninteter, y A 1y

hnu-stomwm-*nrn said up %o now. Do I waderstand
then that the full cabinet has nothing to do with decisions made?

Tes, the full eabinet was consernsd with decisions made, dus, if
the four principal ministers mentionsd previcusly, asd the Prime
Hinister decided on a Yime of poliay, this vould de pushed through
the eadinet in spite of eppesition,

uummm.mmumﬂmu.mdwmwm
four would = vote be taken on the question submitted?

So, a vote vould mot be necessary. The Prine Nin{eter would
Tequest opinions from the other memders, Yut vhen he had

the measure was put through, If that became dmpossidle, the
eabinet would rdl.athmmwmq"ﬁ

'.. Ii 'I b 4
matters
direet vith the

" -

. What vas 1% that you and SUETSUGU eould not agree uwpen?

SUNTSUGU was a very aggressive man and !maut‘uuq'pdm
I vas opposed %o the advance tovards Canton and Hamkow, SUSPSUOU
anmdlﬂmm&dnuﬂom”u&,

Aad Canton fell Ustober 31,1938, aml Hankow fell Ostober 27,1938,
Just six deye latver? D~ v That 5 Hl

Yes, that {s trwe. Anl the meetings vith SUBTSUOY vere held sbewt
M.fmc
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(ARAXY Fed 11th cont'd)

Vas the formation of the Chineee Affaivs Soard discussed MW the
cabinet?

I remsnder the Manchurian Affaire Board but I do not remenber the China
Affaire Board. I Shink fhis was a doard to facilitate the
contast with eivilisns in conneetion with AL v Anlde

not remender this, 4t must have Deen a very small board.

Do you rememder that on Septembar 19, 1938, the leagne of Nations
invited Japam to eit with the League to settle the dispute okl
Ohinal V¥Was that invitation discuseed ia the sabinet!?

This 15 the firet tine umu.uum-mmm.wu
was reseived by the foreign office and got no furthar.

Then you had nothing %o 4o with Japen's vrefusal to the league's
invitation to settle her dispute with China which teck place on

the 32nd of Septemdber, 19387
No, I had nothing %o do with Shis.

And do you not remembder that the refusal was dissussed bW the
cabinet im your presencet

b

If this invitation cane vhen General UGAKI was foreign minister,
it would not have been discussed in the cadbinet, as he wounld have
attonded to 4t himself. If it came after General UGAKI's
resignation, Premier KONOYE was attending to the duties of Foreign
Hinister, and he alse would have decided by himself without aum.u
it to anyone else.

Do I understand then that adout a matter such as that neither
KONOYE mor UGAKI would Sake the matter up with the eabdbinet for
discusaton?

Tes, they would have settled the matter themselves on the spet.
Anyvay, as I stated previously SUSTSUGU and 1 444 2ot agree en
nany points vhen we conferred with the Prime Minister, and waeh
natters vould not come S0 my netice.

On November 4, 1938, my records shov that ARITA, Hachire was
MHinister for Toreiga Affaire, and my records also show that on that
date the Japanese Foreign Office made a pudlic statemsat that the
Nine Power Treaty was ebsolete. I want to know if that was Saken
up vith the full eabinet.

If 4t vas & statement by the govermment, 1% would have deen discussed
by the cadbimet. But if 1t wae Mr, ARITA's own statement, it would met
have been discussed.

=B
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(ARAKI Ped 11th cont'd)

Qe

A,

A,

hxmmmacn:mmmmmm

the wvorld, vithout the mmthority of the eadinet that was thea
Py any attention t0 a treatly

in office, $hal they would mot
that Japen had entered iate?

Insefar as this concerned foreisn affaivs, the Foreign Minister
possidly made this statement. The inadvisadbility ef meking

statoments often came uwp for dissuseion in eabinet,
and the foreign miniletry wvas nod the only office scoused of

asting independently.

Ny records show that on Ogtoder §, 1938, United States officlally
protested to Japan of her diseriminatery prastices in China and
oa Novesber 18%h of the same year, Japan rejected that protest.

Do you recollect that this matter vas discussed im a cabined
meoting and 444 you suthorise, or did the full ecabinet amthorise
this rejection of Ameries's protest of Ogtoder §, 19280

!aoutr-\uthhun.llloutwmtuuup
for discussion in the cadimet. My resollection of this i» frem
Revapaper asoounts and other sources. Ia Novemder and December

mmmtu.mmuuutaxumwmtm
vas the wvork of the foreign minister. ut‘h-“ﬁ'dhlﬂw

for diseussion at a cabinet meeting I would have remesdered {8,
Te show you how 1itile I was conserned vith matters of ¢
poliay, I was not included 4n the 1iet of mvards in connes
vith the Chisa {ncident, The Ndusation Ministry wae a very

uninflueatial miaistsy in matters conceraing fereign affaive.

Do I understand that Mr. ARITA, the foreim niniter, evuld make

a statement of vital dmportanee, vitally affecting Japan's foreign
relations, dehind the back of the full cabinet, and vithous the
mithority of the full cadimet? |

Astually, he has 20 power to make these statements vithout the
spproval of the cadimes.

ﬁrmr‘du%ﬁnnmuot&nnu.lﬁm'
outo: to the American %" th::.:h ::- nmmt’::m.
that Japan would met suppe Open Deor Chiaa, metwithstonding
thlta.l:nr’nnw. P44 you as a menber of the cadinet know
about that

No, 1 do not remember this, £ have read of this several times ia
the newvspapers and other sourees. If it had Been discussed at »

cabinet meating, I would have remesbered.
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(ARAKI Fed 11%h eont'd)

00L. MORRON3 All right, g0 ahead My, Wo
Nr,ARAKI, iaterrupting, amd continuing:

A, As an example in 1939, vhem Nr. VANG ONING VAT of the Provisional
Goverament of China, visited Japsn, I was not informed of his
visit and di4 not kmov of his arrival wntil he was here and I heard

about it from other scurees. I Shink 1% vas done purposely withous
our knovledge. .

QUESTIONS MXs R, HYDER,

Qe h'tm”smmm-omummnﬁ.mﬁ'
v . :

Ao Tes,

e ¥ill you tell me driefly what they say?
(Hande pages back to MR, ARAXI),

4.  This statement is in commection vwith matters relatt to the _
China Incident vhen I was Yar Ninister and the I advocated
for esettling this, the poliey decided on at the Privy Cowneil

mesting, and other sudjesta. I have aleo toushed Briefly on the
Longue of Sations. |

e T will have 4t translated and may question you later as $o the
contents, .

A. Ny sentences are uwsually invelved and in 41fficult Japanese and
Af I gan have a ocouy of the translation 4% would be of great help

for future discussions. 1 Shink you will find 1% diffioult ¢o
translate thie, T

Qe ¥e will dring you a sory of the translation. The conference

nlumi:ncuunmuvht s known as an Isperial Conferense,
is 4t not |

Ao Tes, it 1o ealled HON KATGI. There uswally is » ininary »
ealled SHINSA KAIOR, and 4f this prelimimsry -tml e un_th.

an Imperial CGonferense is ealled,
Would you give me the approximate date of the preliminary meoting?
I do not remender the exact date. nmhﬁmthuﬁ-llﬂi.

Qe

A g

Who was preseat at that meet

| Ao mm-—uuorm»*t-ummmuamm
: ‘.
| | &P
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(ARAXT Feb 11th cont'd)

A.

> €

& r

ﬁ'"'ﬁ"ﬁ"m token for granted
sttho

Imperial Conference vas decided wpen
aq-nthc. uhwm-dmmu!m t
vould never go bdefore the Iwperial Comnference.

Tou called the preliminary meeting did you no#!
No, this wae called Yy the Privy Council.
Vhat oabinet ministers vere there!

I do not remember dut I think the Var Ninister, the Finanee
Minister and the FPoreiga Ninister amd ¢ the Navy Minister,

Sometimes they aprear ia fores, snd other times they appear singly
and I camnot state for certaian.

Was 1% at your suggestion that the Privy Couneil ealled this
neeting?

It 4s not within the otmmmncummt
msmunuw&mmu.

Vhat n: the purpose ian She Priyy lcuou eéalling this preliminary
mooting

This vas a request for special expenditures for the Chiua w-t.
The FPrime Ainister takes the ot %0 She Bwperor whe iz tura
requests the Privy Couneil %o © mm-ummmmv

of granting these requesta,

Doas the Prinme Ninister do o at the request or usanisous consent
of the ecabinet?

If the Prine Minister decides, uu.mnun:mmum
vhole cabinet deciding. -

But at this time, there was a cabinet meeting in vhich 1% wae
agreed!?

[ do not remenber that there was a cabinet meeting, dut I &
remenber that I consulted the Prime Misister vho wus comparatively
the Toreian Minister, the Finance Minister, and the Sgeretary of
the Cabinet.

Bat the suggestion emanated fyom you!
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(ARAKE Feb 11%h cont'a)

.

roe

Qe

Ao

g

 Yes. At the tive o discussion arose as $o wvhather 1% was three

T P T s i N e (Y A T A S S e

A% She preliminary mesting 1% was the unanimous
present that the apprepriation should be made apd ¢
provinces under General CHANG should be pasified
Japaasse troops, vae 1t not?

The main object of the preliminary we uothh 3t
for she army. The poliey of cecupying four
provinces followed as 2 matter of course dut mo ¥as not -mu
at a definite policy.

it wae discussed, was (% mt?

This wenld have mmmmmuuu this vas azqu
to the satisfmetion of all, Whe spproprintion voull not be granted.

Itmmwmlw\ofnlmmt

It vas the unanimous agreement of the Privy Council wesbers

at the preliminary conferense. And vhem the guestion is takea wp
in the Imperial Confercmse, the memders who 444 not attend the
prelimiasary council would de sont and the matter wonld Ye
discussed. MNemders of She mim&duhmm.nﬂh
anum-unmu\oum.

¥hat was your anewer in the prel prelininary weeting to their gnestions
on the violation of mmomw

I do not think this matter ves dlscusced at the preliminary
neeting.

It vas disoussed at the Imparial M«ﬁm. vas 1% not!

Not, it was not discussed. The only mbdjects discussed vere the
ares of oscupation and the object of the cssupation. vﬁm
of the Nine Powar Treaty might have been digoussed nt o Mﬂ'

Counelil meatings tut at this meeting illn {mporiant g‘ﬁim
the settlenent of the cﬂah.

The erea involved of whtch you speak being t!ﬂl!l. um.
HATIURGXING and JRHOL, 1s that mot true!? |

srovinges or four nrovinces, T

Thay decided on four, 414 they mot?

fes, they decided oa four
from retreating to JEHOL and
decided to incliude JEHOL,
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(ARAXE Feb 11%h cont'd)

Qe

Ao

he

ol B g S o —
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A% the time you made the suggestion to the Premier, and at the

tine of the preliminary meeting, and the Imperial Conferensq, you
knew, 414 you mot, of the contents of the Nine Power Trealy?

vith the eoatente of the Nine Pover
Treaty. I Jmew it was in existence, and of the Isague of Nations,
Our ain was to seftle the incident in Nanchuris and the Sreaty was
in the backgrouad.

You kmew the contents of the Kellogg Brisnd Pact of Faris, 1928,
did you not?

Bo. 1 heard of this the other day at aa in fion tmt I do
not know the dstails. I knov of the Four Fover s the Fine
Pover Treaty, the Anti-War Pact, and the Leagne of Nations,

The Anti-War Past? 1 asmme you mesn the Xellogg-Sriand Pacth -
it 1e the same,

I d44 not kmow that. I do know about the Anti-War Past.

You kuew encugh of the contents of those treatiss, 41d you mod,
to knov that Japan would de vielating these treaties if they

pacified and occupied the four provinces unier CHANG?

My vievs as an army msh vere that it was to put out the
ll‘t&ih‘lﬁﬂ“ﬂdﬂﬁllumw{“
to consider the Sreaties. '

That Deing $rue, you s$ill Xmew you were violating the treaties,
did you not?

Japan stated her pesition regarding this in several writtea
statements. If the league of Natioms had realised She astual
state of affairs I am sure they would have that this war wvas

You 8111 knew, 414 you mot, that you were violating the Nine Pover
Troaty, and the Anti-VWar Treaty? ' |

That is an open questien ia Japan. ¥We 444 not think we vere vielatiag
these treatiesn,
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- (ARAKI Fob 11, 1948)

CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER

I, Denis Xildoyle, being sveora on cath, state that I $muly tramslated
the questions and ansvers given from English to Jupanese and from
Japanese to English respectively, and that the adove phion

of sush questions and ansvers, consisting of tem (10) pages, are true
and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief,

M
Subserided and swora to defore me this 12%h day of February, 1946.

THONAS H. NORROW, Ool.

Daly Detailed Invesigating Officer _
International Prosecution Section, OHQ,B0AP,

STENOGRAPHER'S CERTIFICATE

I, DINAE BRAUN, herely certify that I acted as stenographer st fhe
interrogation set out adove, and that 1 transerided the foregoing questions

and anwwers, and that the tramecri.tion is Srue and accurate to the dest
of my knowledge and bdelief,

CERTIFICATE OF INTERROGATORS

'., M'i W.m o

eortify that on the 1lth day of Fobs - |
Us appeared ARAKI, Sadso, and acsording te
gave the foregoing ansvers to the severs) questi

February 12, 1946
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The original transcript of this interrogation will :
be found in our EXHIBIT FILE as EXHIBIT # X 7O.

origimal srorthand notes of ﬂﬂ?{_

on this interrogation will be found in our EXHIBIT FILE

as EXHIBIT # _L 1/
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 2248 to 2257 ineclusive

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCU.IENT

Title and Nature:

Date:

sNALYSIS OF DOCU:IENTARY EVIDENCE

oee below Ori:inal (x) Copy ( ) Lan_uagze:

Has it been translated? Yoo () ilo (x)
Has it been photostated? Yes () No (=)

LOCATION OF ORIGIN.LL
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CRLES TC
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2248
2249
2250
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2253
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Documenv Division
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8 February 1946
7 February 1946
15 February 1946
13 February 1946
19 February 1946
11 February 1946
8 .iarci 1946
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Interrogation of AR.KI, Sadao

Docwient Divicion
ARAKI, Sadao
w-iICH DOCULENT ~PPLIC+3LE:

26 June 1946
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GLNERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPRE:H Cu.7ANDER FOR THE ALLIZD FPOVERS
INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

26 June 1946

IEMORANDULI FOR: :R. JOIN DaARSEY

FRO: 1 : Calhoun ., J. Phelps, Asst, Chief,
Docuiient Division

SUBJECT : Re-nundering of Interrogations of ARAKT,
Sadao.

1. Due to the necessity of presenting to the Tribunal
single copies of each interrogation, in the original, the
followlnz syste.. of nuibering of such interrogations has
been set up and cross-reference siould be .iade to your doc-
wient nuabers (10,001 to 10,008):

Doc. NO. Date qg_;nterrogation
22L4.0 8 Feb L6
2250 7 Teb 46
2251 H 15 Feb 46
2252 13 Feb 46
22573 19 Feb 46
22512 11 Feb 46
2255 & liar L6
2256 21 deb LO
2257 ‘ 7 dar L6

2. It is sugzested that subsecuent to the initiel
presentaticn of these interrogations, you refer to then by
the Tribunal eizhibit nwiber. .
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6 CC: l-ilr. Zugene l/illiaus
1-Capt. Sal:ions
1-Lt. alexander
l-lMiss 3runner
1-5/Sgt. Overfelt
1-Iir. Buckho
(9)-1 cy. ea. file,
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Lxcerpts from ARAKI, Sadao Interrogation, 11 Fc

bruary 1v /.

. i S ni-ve on the 7th of this monthy, I asked you
this question: (Reading) ' "Then I understand that t1.2n
you vere Minister of ‘Jar you attended these meetings

but vhen you were iinister of fducation later, you did
not attend the meetings concerning foreign affairs', and
you answerced as follows: (Reading) "During my tenure of
office as "ar Minister therc werao very few of these
mectings to the best of my recollection, but during the
time I held office as Minister of uduzation these matters
vere usually discussed 2t tho usual cabinot meetings hcld
once a week", Do you remember those ansvers?

e Ul i e

A, Ycs. Vhen I was ifinister of Lducation, I did not attend
these meetings; If n question rcgarding roreign policy

came up, this would be discussed at the usual eabinet
meetinzs, |

:
5
.
'
-
'

Q. And you werce aprointed Minister of Education in May, 1938,
ond held that position until August 29, 1939, and I
understaad then thet important matters concerning foreign

afr'airs wore discussed at Tuli 2abinet meetings during
thnt periods

A AT one tiue the Premicr requesied SUT3UGU, Nobumase who ’
s fdome dinister, and myself to confer with him on tic
china cuestion., It vas decided to hold these meetin o
“egularly but as my vievs and SURTSUGU!'s views diff»c
SO0 widely and we could not agrec, 1t vas decided aft:r the
seeond me:xting to hold no more. I do not know rhethe r

3ULTSUCU vas requested to aittend this neeting as Homs
inf ster or as am Admiral, |

Qo That 1s SUSTSUGU vho is dend now, vho was Minister for
liope ATf»~irs®

A Yes,

o

. I assume th=at the Prime Minister was the one who decidcd
Vhat foreign nffairs vere important einough to discuss
in the full cabinet meetings, is. that correct?

A Yes, thet is correct.

Qe Lid the Fereign Minister cver bring up a question as to
roreign af'i}‘I'a ] r'sﬁf the g cabl
o] o
¢

A Yes the i?ﬁr-e-ig%émﬁniste suould a
cuestion at fulll meetings., .
~..-_' l,

i
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Doc. No. 2254-B . Poge 2
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A,

And did the "~r Minister brinz up such questions before
the full cabinet mectings?

£8 Shils 'as during the China incideat, and the “War »ad
Nnvy Iidnisters were deeply concerned, they vould =2lso
bring up such questions before the full cnbinet. Horever,
natters of great importance to the foreign office, the

‘ar and Novy and Finecnce inistries, were usunlly not

rut beforc the full ecabinet mcetinzs as interfercnce by
otner ministers wns not relished and matters vere usually
discussed by the respeetive ministers direct vith the
Prime "iinister,

Thot scems to contradict vhat you sanid up to now. Do T
underst~aad then thrt the full esbinct h-s nothing to do
vvith decisions mrde?

Yes, the full cabiact "ins concerned with decisioans rnede,
but, if the four principnl ministers mentioned previously,
and the Prime Ilinister Aecided on ~ line of policy, this

-

mould be pushea tarouzh the cabinet in spite of opposition,

IT there vas opposition in the cabinet to n decision mode
by these four ould a vote be token on the question
submitt.d®s

No, » vote would not be nccessary. The Prime liinister
rould request opinions from the other members, but ' wen he
had deciced, the measurc 'ms out through. If that bcenine
impossible, the crbinet 'ould 1211, or the member opresing
any mensure up for discussion vould resign.
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