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HEADNUARTERS
Uets STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 234
G/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 36 PLACE: Tokyo
(Optain from G=2) DATE : 17 Oct 45
TIE ¢ 2:00 PM

Division of Origin: Capital Equipment and Construction.

SUBJECT ¢ Interrogation
tion, Reproduc:

Personnel interrogated and pbackground of eachs:

£ the Association (also

c Co.)
of the Agsociation

Association.

9., Ooe NAKAGAWA == President O
president of Furukawa Electri
¢ YallAGUCHIL-- General Director

be
TANAKA —- Secretary of the

Ce
Konwa Rarkan Building=--0ffice of the

Vhere interviewed:
Aecsociatlon.

Interrogators: Pfc Jacobson

Interpreter

Allied Officers Present

S Ul'ﬂ ABY °

b. Information on problems 1n the industry, z

cable manufacturers,
plants was obtained.




1. Statistics nranarsd by the associatisn included

"

annual nrcductian of electrical wire and cable in 1937 and
1643, monthly nroduction for August 1645 in terms of yen and

weight of the ccnductor (execluding the weight of the 1n-

n
sulating material, sheathing, ete.,). A list of leading

commanics, productive canacity last due To ailr raid damage
emnloy-ant, allacations of finished nroducts to military
and civilian use, 1€42-1C44, materials allocated for civi-
1ian ranufacture, and nroduction of covver and conher alloy
nroducts was also includec. | ’

>, Comlate nroduction statistics from 1€42~-1¢45 will
f1rrnished oh 23 October 1945,

be I

3, A nlant qusstionnaire was zilven to Nakagawa for
the Furukava Cownany. IT rill also be comnleted by lMon-
day for all ﬁ?ants‘under its Jurisdictlion.

4. General information about the wire and cadle in-
dustry:

‘a. Loadin: cordorations in clactric wire and
cable ranufacture. "The Biz Six"
1. FPuruka™
2, SuUnitono
3, Fujikura
4, Showa
5, Dai Nichi
5. Hitachi
The Nikai Comany snecializss in sub-
marine and cthor marine cabls.

b
b, Sixty-seven percant of all wire and cable
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d by Furvkava, Sumitomo and rFujilura,
with a ratio of 5, 5, 3 among tha three.

c. Production of thz "Big Six' was about nincty
O

norcant of ths 2ntire cleetric wire and cable

-

ir~dustry.
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1045, 5¢ of a total of 127 factories

’

d & By welre
dastroyed by fire,

40 percent o7 the rruérctive canacity of

representing a loss of

~ire and cable manufacturing.

>, Zmnloyment was 24,371 in March 2045. It Tell

to 15,805 in Sentember. At the moment, with

students leaving tae emnloy of tae industry,
3

sbout 5-5,000 are working in it.

¢ The mining canacity O ne conner industry 15
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estimated at 35,000 tons 5t the moment. During

the war it attained a nealt of 80.00C tons.
- 9

. Dpoblams which faced tae

E':u
] A labor s-ortage - WAS £4i11led by girls,

P «

«tdentcs and Yor=2ans.

2. Rall transportation toward the end of tae

—ar wa3s inadecuate, Comleted cable

e

clutter=2d un the Fuprukawa Company's va

housos awvalli:ng transnortation.

L

aived 60-70 norcent of 21l rire

3, The lavy rec

- and cable nrcducts during tie war, with

about 30 pa~cent going to the Army and

Civilian industry.

A. The Army's only outscarding dswanc was

for fieold telennone cable, and was quite

rall comnared with Vavy demands.
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5,  Since tae Manchurian :meidant" 1335

anodvetion of wire and cable slowly in-

ed .
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iron and steel were usad as

6. Aluminum,

wbstitutes for cophel.
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A definite civilian chortage of wire
ana cable existed. army and Navy
shortages are '"unknown'.

The Sumitomo Company, formerly 24
1n importance has been hit hardest
by fire destructioﬂ. The present
order of productive capacity is
Furukawa (undamaged), Dai Nichi,
Showa, rujikura, Simitomo, and
Hitachi.

No conversion of manufacture either
to production of cable or to pro-
duction of other products by the
cable industry is noted during the
war.,

Using 1940 = 100 as a price index,
the price of copper was 60C in 1945,
according to Nakogawa,

This indﬁstry has been a ilonopoly
in the past, with its main problem
that of obtaining sufficient sup-
plies of copper. During the war,
some aluminum was used as a substi-

tute for copper.




