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PREFACE.

The object in view in writing this Commentary has been to
prepare a manual for the study of the Four Books in Christian
schools and colleges; byt it is also intended to be of service to
individual students, both Chinese and foreign, in their private
study of ancient Chinese literature, The writer hopes that hereby
something may be contributed to the solution of the vexed problem
of the place of the Classics in modern Chinese education.

As is well known, two exireme views are held regarding the
study of the Classies. The old conservative idea made them the
exclusive object of study. The new radical view would banish
them entirely from modern education. It is contended by many,
Chinese as well as foreigners, that the ancient books contain views
which are in conflict with scientific and religious truth, and so
obstruct the path of enlightenment and progress in China. Asis
usuval, the truth will doubtless be found between these extremes.
After the present wave of reaction againstthe old learning has passed,
it will probably be seen that no Chinese can rightly be called edu-
cated and fitted to exert influence in his native land who has nof
mastered the Four Books and Five Classics; and no Collegein China,
which attempts to give a board and liberal culture can hope to main-
tain itself if it does not give in its curriculum what every Chinaman
who wishes to understand the history and institutions ofhiscountry
for 2,400 years, cannot but demand as a part of his education. On the
one hand, therefore, the Classics should be retained and carefully
studied. On the other hand whatever in them is found at variance
with the truth and a hindrance to real progress should be
candidly pointed out and the truth plainly stated.

Another objection which is urged against the study of the
Classies, not without reason, is that it consists mainly of memorizing
the words of the Text of whose meaning the student understand but
little. The average teacher often gives no explanation of the
meaning, or what he gives consistsmerely of stereotyped repetitions
of the Text and of the ancient expositions of it. The student has
no suitable Commentary to consult. He has no time to read the
lengthy standard commentaries even ifhe had theineclination todo so.

It is to meet these difficulties, that this Commentary has been
specially prepared. An effort is made to give a fair, sympathetic
statement of the meaning of each passage, as concizely as possible,



PREFACE ii

and show where the principles involved in the text app]y to
modern life, as regards government, religion and aomety The
aim has been to bring out in a clear light the many noble ‘helptul
utterance of the Ancients and, when errors appear, to eorrect
them in a respectiul but honest spirit. It is manifestly impossible
to do more than give the gist of each passage, without making
the commentary too cuuibrous to serve as a manual for students
who can only give a limited time to such study. Historical and
literary allusions and illustrations beyond the range of the ordinary
Chinese reader have been chosen, to stimulate thought and to en-
courage wide reading.

In interpretation the admirable Commentary of Chu Hsi has
generally been followed. There are not a few passages however
where one has ventured to differ from him.

Other standard works have been carefully compared and often
quoted; as ZERREM, WAL MEFIER, BFBEMES. Much
labor has been spent in collating definitions and synonyms, geo-
graphical and biographical references: in doing this a debt is owed
Dr. Legze's scholarly work, In style an attempt has been made to
follow the advice of the majority of prominent educators consalted.
At the request of Chinese students the names of foreign authors
and historical persons mentioned are gwen in English as well asin
Chinese,

Animportant point which cannot fail toimpressevery thoughtful
reader of the Classics and which it has been the aim to keep before
the student, is that there are many sayings, and principles of the
Ancients which if carried to their logical conclusion, will lead the
honest seeker after Truth to belief in Christianity. The remedy
for the evils over which the great Sage grieved,—a remedy which
he never found,—the realization of his highest aspiratious, his
jdeals of individual character and of the nation, the mysferies which
he could not penetrate, the meaning of Life and Daath, and of the
Great Sacrifice,—the answer to all of these isfound, and found only
in the Christian religion,

1f this Handbook will prove of service to Chinese students in
helping them to a better understanding of their Ancient books, and
yet more important, lead them to grasp the Highest of all Truth,
that Divine Wisdom which is the only lasting busis of moral
character and national greatness, the labor which has been spant on

it will be abundantly repaid.
. Hesry M, Woobs.
Hwai-an-fu, May 1910,



PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION,

The present edition of the Analects has been carefully
revised and considerably enlarged. A map of China as it was in
the days of Confucius and a brief account of bis life, have also
been added.

The recent reaction in Government circles, favoring the estab-
lischment of a State religion and the advancement of the old
learning, shows how far the Chinese people are frem discarding
the Classics, and how premature is the movement in some Christian
colleges and schools to omit the Four Books from their coarse of
study. Such a movement cannot but prove in the end to be
highly prejudicial to the prosperity of the instifutions which
follow i: being sure to result in putting fheir students to a
great disadvantage when competing in public examinations with
students from government schoals, where careful attention is paid
to classical literature and to composition.

It would indeed be a calamity to China to return to the old idea
of trying to make the Confucian books the Nafion’s guide in
matters of religion, thus “putting new wine into old bottles.”’
There can be little hope of real progress eitber for the individual or

for the nation, whose face is furned backward, and whose ideals
never advance. :

But the other extreme of hasty judgment, of casting the old
learning aside as wholly useless, isalso to be carefully avoided.
If Chinese students are to be trained to express their thoughts in
vigorous and appropriate language, and are notto remain in
ignorance of the fountain head of their literature, history and social
and political institutions, then the Classies will ever be found
indispensable.

No leader in the Christian Chuarch, nor in secular affairs, can
afford to be without a thorough knowledge of them. He must be
.able to show those whom be would influence that he stands for
Christianity, not because he is ignorant of the beliefs of his native
land, but beeause he has found in Christianity those eternal verities
which satisfy the soul and which no other religious system can
supply. -And the more deeply and sympathefically he studies the
Classics, the more folly will he be convinced of the Divine origin
of the Bible, and that in the Christian faith is found the one
complete, universal, and final message of the Creator to the human
race,

The author will appreciate any criticisms or suggestions from
Chinese or foreign readers, which will tend to increase the useful-
ness of this Commentary.

Hzexey M. Woobs,

Hywaj-an-fu, China, April 1914,
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