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PREFACE

Hesngshan (88 ) is twenty /7 south of the district of Hunynan () §i), in the province of
shans: (Ul ). e the eleventh month the Emperor of old went northward, making inspection of
the territories, and arriving at the Northern Mountain.”* ‘The Northern Mountain /s Hengshan.

Hengshan is far np in the north, along the northern passes. ‘Travelers in the old days had to
¢o from Taiynan (4 Jt) by land in a northerly direction; they had to go beyond the Ping Hsing Kuan
(45 A2 1) or the Yen Men Kuan (f 1 #). Such a journey was tiresome and perilous, and took more
than ten days. At present, it takes only three days to go from Peking on the Peking-Suivuan Railway.

The mountains in the north of China are, as a rule, characterized by rugeed grandeur rather
than delicate beauty. Hengshan, however, is more majestic and beautiful than any mountain in the
North. Therefore, it is properly called yo (lit.—mountain peak).

This year, on my official tour to Shansi to inspect the education in that province, I traveled
tirongh the districts of Taiynan (& ), Hsinhsien (§if #¢), Tinghsiang (& 3§), Wutai (£ §),
Huanyunan (i #1), and Tatung (k ). Having paid my visit to Wutai (Mountain), I sojourned on
Hengvo (1§ i) (/.e., the lofty peak of Hengshan). That was in October. But the mountain was
aiready covered with snow. Such a difference between the climate within the passes and that
hevond the passes!

While T was on the mountain, I took more than twenty pictures, I have arranged them for
reproduction by collotype. Explanations for each of the scenic spots and information about mileage,

ivod, and lodging are given for the convenience of persons who have the same taste as mine.

October, 1918, CHIANG WEI-CHIAO.

* The quoted words are Mr. Walter Gorn Old"s, in his translation of ** The Shu King.”
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TRAVELER'S GUIDE

If you start in the morning from the Hsi-chih Gate (7 if{ ) Station, Peking, on the
Peking-Suiyuan Railway, you will reach Tatung (K I} in the evening. The railway fares are: hrst
class, $16.80; second class, $11,20; third class, $5.60. The Tatung Station is 672 & from the
Hsi-chih Gate.

Near the Tatung Station are found two modern hotels, Tung-hwa (GE %) and Tai-an (£ %).
They are clean and supply good food. They charge for a first-class room one dollar a day and a
second-class room fifty cents a day. Waiters can hire carts or horses for the guests.

The ride to Hunyuan ({4 §§i), which is 120 / from Tatung, may be made in a mule cart or a
chia-wo (% %) (nest-like chair made of mats, mounted on two mules, used to keep a mountain travele1
from fallin:). The mule-cart fare is about two dollars a day; the ckia-we fare 1s about four dollars a dax.

Starting from Tatung and covering the distance of 60 / in one day brings you to
Chichiachwang (% % dE). This village, the boundary between Tatung and Hunyuan, has an inn
named Chang-sheng (J& §§). A ride of 10 more & brings you to Hunyuan, then to Anchengkow
(# & ). Here stands the Ta-hsing (K ®Wy Inn, which is kept rather clean and is passable fo
lodging. It charges each person three hundred cash a day for board. The northern Shansi people
live on oats and potatoes. If unaccustomed to such food, you should take along rice and canned goods
with you. On arrival at the inn, vou may give orders to boil some rice porridge.

The distance of 60 / from Chichiachwang or 50 Z from Anchengkow to Hunyuan may be
covered in one day. Beyond the southern pass of Hunyuan is an inn, which is not kept very clean
[t charges several hundred cash a day for board,



(3)

Hengshan can be seen from Hunyuan. To go up the mountain, you may hire a horse or a
chia-wo. The charge for a horse is about seven or eight hundred cash a day, while the fare for a
chia-wo 1s about 1,500 cash a day. Hengshan has only one lofty peak; so you can travel about it and
return on the same day, The road from the foot to half way up the summit is of earth and gradual.
Though its rocky path from there to the temple on the peak is somewhat steep, yet the steps are in
such order that the ascent is not difficult. However, nobody but the brave will be able to climb up to
its peak through the cliffs and bushes behind the temple.

The weather being very cold along the northern passes, it snows there as early as August, and
the snow does not melt away till March or April of the following year. For this reason, summer is the
best time for travelers to visit Hengshan.

In the Peak Temple on Hengshan lives a Taoist priest alone. It isa dreary and cold-looking
temple, but it is in good condition because the edifice is often repaired at the public fund of the place.
Several rooms attached to the edifice furnish lodging for the visitors; but visitors should. provide
themselves with bedding and food.



i

& W B h 2 i &

R

|



2. The Gate 1o the Temple on Henpgshai Mk Il ()
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13 The Summit of Hengshan m oo % o T)
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16, The I'ai Lung or “White Dragon™ Cave as scen from the Summmil Bk B3 R M oM M Nk
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