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China’s Need of Christ

Prize Composilion

Nowadays the state of China is said to be in a filthy condition.
The whole country is in confusion. Politics are corrupted. Poverity,
the most inervating ill, is spread all over China. Recently the
country has been attacked by her neighbor Japan, and much of her
territory is now occupied by the invader. The worst of all the
troubles of China is the loss of our rich Northern territory which. is
very necessary to our growth and development.

To solve this very very serious and fatal problem for China, a
new aim has been set up. It is, “Prepared to fight,” 1t conceals the
meaning, ‘Against our invaders.” This is a very important means of
saving our country indeed, but it is not the fundamental way. ‘The
real and fatal trouble of China is not such a simple problem as repel-
ling an outside enemy. The trouble is lying in our country itself. The
trouble is the illness of our country’s body. To cure China’s illness,
we must find a good doctor. Who can be our doctor? Christ, the
great Physician can.

For more than ten years China has been troubled by civil war.
The governors of many provinces knew nothing for the profit of their
people, but used all means to squeeze money from the people. Few
would think of the common welfare, but nearly every one thought
to profit himself and enrich himself. Their work was to contrive how
to get more territory not to work for the common goond of the people.
Therefore civil war resulted and this brought trouble to the people.
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Farmers could not have their farms. They were killed. The
cruel soldier took away what they had, or annihilated and razed their
houses. As to those who were freed from such ruin and death, they
were turned out homeless. Some of them turned out to be beggars, -
while others of them became robbers. For them poverty was ended.
At this time, robbers are our country’s most dreadful problem. Why
are the officials so covetous? Why are there robbers? It is due to
the lack of three very very important principles, love, right and
peace, the great fundamental characteristics of Chyistianty. If the
Peace and love of Christ is brought to China, no civil war would then
be fought, and the troubles of poverty and robbers would be forgotten
forever|

Polities in China are not only corrupted but the majority of the
officers of the government will not cooperate. They forget what
their duty is and work for money. This has made our country fall
into a state of confusion. The higher classes in the country can
have everything and live in luxury without doing anything, but
Some common people eannot even earn their living by working
without rest from morning to night. The living of a ricksha eoolie
and a high officer is quite different. A coolie has to work like an
ox while g high officer may sit at home in great comfort without
working at all. The son of a coolie will be a coelie in the future,
but the son of a high officer may go studying abroad. Both are the
sons of Chinese fathers, why may one study and the other spend
his life in ignorance ? Both are human beings so why should a
ricksha coolie have to work like that and why may a high officer
live so comfortably ? It is unequal. There is no right in this,
Jesus’ doctrine would not permit such unequality. No!. Never!

Poverty is the common illness of China, but there is still one
way that we may bring China to a better state. If the love of Christ
is brought to China, the capitalist won’t try by every means to
overwhelm the worker. The laborer now works for the capitalist
but the money all lands in the pockets of the capitalists not of the
workers,

There are rich psople who should use their money to build
factories to give employment to poor workers but who use it to
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establish horse or dog racing tracks that will bring harm to the
people. They establish such race tracks only for gambling and in
order to get money. Why ? It is due to the lack of Jesus’ love in
their hearts, Jesus’love seeksto bring joy and profit to the common
people. All men are alike in Jesus’ sight.

Only Jesus’ three doctrines of love, right and peace can lift
up China. They can free China a great deal more efficiently than
our motto, “Against our invader.” China needs Christ more than
any other forece. It is Christ that can save our country. He can
save China from greed, selfishness, civil wars and outside invaders,
for when China gives her heart to Christ she will have a heart of
love. When Chinese citizens love one another as they love them-
selves, they will live at peace and live right, useful unselfish lives,

Lau Log Ling
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Prize Composition

China is one of the oldest countries in the world. She has
thousands of years of history. Also her civilization is one of the
very earliest in the world. She has much fertile land and many
rich mines. Her climate is neither very cold nor very hot. Every
year, the rainfall is sufficient for almost all agricutural uudertakings.
She therefore can raise enough food for her people’s needs and can
export some.

I am speaking of the abilities of China. She is not doing though
what she is able to. Tn the ancient times the Chinese people
were very diligent. Every one could support himself. The people
wore coarse clothing and ate plain food, but they all enjoyed life.
For these reasons China was then the strongest country in the
worid. Many neighbouring nations even many foreigners would
often come to honor her.

Unfortunately, China becomes weaker and weaker day after day.
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She is not so glorified and magnificent as in the olden times. There
is a big difference between the new China and the old China. Many
government officials now are selfish and eruel. They are used to
taking money from their poor people and putting it into their own
pockets. Few of them work for their own country. Too many try
only to satisfy their own desires. Sometimes they fight each other
because of their selfishness. lIor the sake of self many governors
take away their citizens’ properties so the people become poor and
are forced to become robbers. Truly, there are many rich men in
Chira now, but they are so unkind that they do not help the poor.
If we walk along a street, we ean see many men and women wearing
beautiful silk elothes though they are very poor. Most of these are
not independent. They depend on some one else to support them.
They are very lazy and will not work. They are parasites. Their
only tasks are eating, sleeping, and going to a theatre.

We must not lose hope for China’s redemption. If we depend
on Christ, we can make our country strong again, for Christ can cure
China’s ills. In other words, Chinais a sick nation and needs
Christ,

We know that Christianity is the best religion in the world.
Christianity teaches us how to be kind, unselfish and how to help
others. If every one of the Chinese believed Jesus Christ and fol-
lowed what Jesus tells us to do, China would be strong and peaceful.

Every one should seek for the true religion. -Anyone‘wh‘o has
not a religion to guide his heart will go astray. It goes without
saying that we ought to choose the best religion. ~Christianity is
that religion. It will lift us up from darkness, illiteracy superstition
and fear. I am convinced that if Christianity does permeate China
the government will not be selfish. China will then establish many
hospitals for the sick, orphanages for poor little orphans and public
schools for both poor and rich girls and boys. Then every body
will have an opportunity to get an education and will be a help to
their mother country when they grow up instead of an expense and
danger to her. The rich people also will be happy to help the poor
people who have no homes to live in or any thing to eat. China’s
robbers and bandits will repent of their sins and try to make
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China’s honesty world famous. Everyboody in China will be happy
and will live in peace. Many of the Chinese people know that
Christianity is very important and could lift up China, free her and
improve her. Why do we not believed it ? Perhaps Christians do
not always show by their work a good example to the non-Christians.
We should live so as to make them adore Christ for this is our duty.

By Wong Foon Mei

Shung Tak Should Have A
Boarding Department

Prize Compnsition _
Since Shanghai is the educational center of China, many pupils
come from other parts of the country to study in Shanghai. Very
few of their families come with them on account of the expensive
daily living in Shanghai.  That is the reason why all the schools in
Shanghai have boarding departments.

Our loved Shung Talk Girls’ School has not yet a boarding depart-
ment. Surely she has missed many pupils who ‘have come from far
away, espascially Cantonese pupils. Cantonese Christian pupils
want to go to a Christian school and the non-Christians ought to.
Shung Tak is the only Christian School in Shanghai that teaches
pupils in the Cantonese dialect. Many Cantonese pupils because of
the hindrances of the Shanghai dialect in other schools want a school
like ours. Alas, they eannot enter Shung Tak for she has no board-
ing department.

I know Shung Tak’s two chief purposes are to Christianize the
Cantonese and to give them educational advantages. Why should
she not have a boarding department, why should she make so many
pupils miss their opportunities to hear about Jesus Christ ?

A Chinese family is a large family, therefore, a Chinese pupil
has many hindrances to effcient study at home. Up to date daily
living in Shanghai rises to so high a dezree, it makes the rent of houses
very dear; therefore Chinese families always live in one small house.
It contains so many people that Chinese pupils can scatcely have a

M
M



quiet minute alone to study a lesson. How can they improve
their knowledge, save they stay at school ?

Chinese family customs also hinder Chinese pupils in study.
If there comes a friend or relative to their house, they have to
talk with them, so they have to stop their study when their friends
and relatives coine,

Moreover, there is a library with reference books in school. Stu-
dents who live in boarding schools find it easier to study there. Those
who live at home have no reference books.

In conclusion, if Shung Tak had a boarding department. She
would have more pupils, Christianize more stadents, as well as their
families, provide good conditions under which Cantonese students
could study and increase the opportunities of spreading Jesus Christ’s
doctrine among our Chinese people. In other words,for Christian-
izing education she should have a boarding department. If to the
contrary she does not aim to have a boarding department. it means
she does not conscientiously carry out her purpose or her duty.

More people can solve a question than less people. Shung Tak
wants to build up a new modern campus with buildings and equip-
ment for herself. Her present school building is let from the Church
and the Primary School.

If Shung Tak had more pupils, more pupils would contribute
money for her to build new buildings, more pupils would love her
and more pupils would be working for her sake. Her reputation
would then spread all over China. Is that not a good reward for
providing only a boarding department. ?

By Wei Pooi Huen

Selfish Persons Are Never Happy.

Why is this world so unhappy ? I dare say that selfishness
within peoples’ hearts is the cause. Do you remember the world
war ? Selfishness was within the hearts of the German people. They
wanted to add more land totheir own territory. They never thought




of others. What was the result ? Agony, death and destruetion.

Japan is fighting with China now. She has come to rob China
of her lands and to kill many people and burn their houses. Selfish-
ness within their hearts moves them to do terrible things.

A look into our own country. The Chinese are fighting with
the Chinese. They fight for money and position. Many people are
killed and many are made homeless because their property and
houses are all destroyed. The war lords are selfish and thus bring
suffering. Is there any happiness resulting from selfishness ?

Some pzople say that if a man is well educated he is unselfish
but I think it is not true. A rough and a low class man can show
his kindness and unselfishness as well as a well educated man.

Many years ago in Shansi there was a great famine. Many
people died of starvation. In a little village there was a poor farmer
who had only one piece of bread left. He was old and weak but
when he saw a young man who was lying on the ground almost
dead he took pity on him and gave him his own food. He said
that he was old and near his death but that the young man was
young and had a long time to live. “Perhaps”, he said, he can do
some great deeds for this village.

Soon after, the old man died but the young man lived. At the
time of the old man’s death his rich master gathered all he had and
fled to Shanghai. Leaving all his servants and farmers to die. The
young servant lived to do many brave deeds for his country.

While we are young and studying in school, we are getting
knowledge all the time. We ought to pratice being unselfish, so
that when we leave school, and go out into the world we may earry
out our noble purposes, and also teach others to be unselfish too.
We ought not to think that our strength is so little that we cannot
succeed in our great purpozes and our dreams. We must try our
very best to serve others then all the unhappiness in the world will
be washed away by our unselfish hearts.

Sometimes when we are unselfish to others we may bring
trouble on ourselves. But in the end there will be happiness as the
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result.

- Once I saw two boys playing in a street. I told them that it
was dangerous to play there because motor cars were passing up and
down that street constantly. They not only did not listen to my
advice but each one picked up a handful of sand and threw into my
face. At that moment a bus was bearing down upon them. I hurriedly
caught the little rascals by the hands and ran to the roadside just in
time. They were saved. Although my face was made dirty, I had
saved two lives. They looked up at me with a shamed smile
and ran home to tell their mothers.

When I met them again some time later they were very friendly
to me. So sometimes we need not scold to punish people. If we
show unselfishness toward them then they will listen to us and
never do the same wrong things again.

By Kwok Wai Bing

“My Christian Teachers and
What They Mean to Me.”

Every good teacher has great hopes for their pupil’s futures.
They teach and help them with all of their mind and strength.
They plan every way possible to lead their pupils to be good, for
they hope they will grow up to be great men and women, who will
do something worthwhile in the world. They plan for some to be
lawyers, others political leaders, engineers, famous athletes, educa-
tors or rich merchants.

But my Christian teachers are not like ordinary teachers
They not only hope for their pupils to be great men and women
who will become very famous, but also hope for them to give their
lives to Jesus and to be great in service for others. They hope their
pupils will in the future be kind, patient, meek and helpful, serve
the poor people and exercise pity toward the down and out.

In our Christian school my teachers teach their pupils that it
is more important to be a strong good Christian than it is to be




wealthy or famous. They lead their pupils to follow Jesus and

to find in Him complete development of personality. They long
for every pupil to be a true Christian, saved by the blood of Jesus
Christ. My teachers not only hope that their pupils will be saved by
Jesus, but they also hope that they will teach the Bible and the plan.
of Jesus for saving man-kind to others, leading them to obey God
and serve Him. Therefore my Christian teachers are not like the
common teachers who teach their pupils to work for name or wealth,
they teach and hope we will work for others. As Jesus Christ came

to the world to serve and not to be served, my teachers serve us and
soelety.

I want to be like my Christian teachers and mean, to the
pupils I may teach, what they mean to me. I owe more than I my-
self know to my Christian teachers, and I often thank my
Savior whom they taught me to serve, that I could come to Shung
Tak and be taught by them. My teachers have inspired me to
want to give my life that many poor, ignorant unsaved children
might have a chance. I want to give the happy tidings of Jesus’ love.
to them. 1 owe my life’'s ambition to my good teachers.

- My teachers have taught me how to take care of my health,
and how to be happy. I owe my good health to my teachers. My

teachers are my best friends, and I would not exchange them for
any others I know any where.

What if T had been born one hundred years ago and now were
hobbling around on little lily feet ! I will not think of it; but will
thank God more, and love Him better, for giving me my Christian
teachers, my school, and my Savior.

By Beulah She

’m Glad I Can Attend a Christian School

Shung Tak is a Christian school, an excellent institution for the
education of girls. The teachers of Shung Tak School are very kind
and gentle. They love all the students as much as they would if they
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were their own children. Of course the students love them too. The
students love each other and work together like sisters. Our school
is like a happy home.

Our teachers teach us useful knowledge every day. After
school there are extra curricular activities which purpose to help us
get more knowledge and experience and understanding of Jesus’
teaching. Everyday we all go to chapel. Here we hear the gospel
of glad tidings and here we pray and sing together. Sometimes
famous leaders come and address us. Shung Tak seeks to fill our
minds full of Jesus’ teaching. Many of my schoolmates are Christians
but a few are not. The Christians are diligent in helping the

non-Christians to understand God’s love. We are very Lappy in
this school. My classmates in Shung Tak are very intelligent; they
do not go on strikes as do some students in non-Christian schools.

I have many friends in this wicked city who are not Christians.
They have had no chance to learn of Jesus teaching and have no
chance to attend a Christian school. There are thousands of others who
do not know that Cristianity is the true religion of all the religions
in the world, that our Lord is the only true God, and that we must
love him with all our souls. I believe in His saving power, and I
shall love Him for that for ever. I know I am glad that 1 can-attend
a Christian school. I have changed and now follow Jesus and his
teachings. I have changed since I have believed on God, and I love
God. But I must remember I am obligated to use my mouth to talk
to my unchanged friends. I want them to be as happy as I am happy.
If T had never had this opportunity to come to Shung Tak, I would
be exceedingly unhappy, unsaved and without hope I thank God for
Shung Tak and most for my loved Savior whomI learned tolove here.

By Nancy Wong

The Autobiography of a Ricksha Coolie

Early in the morning, when the stars are just disappearing and
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the sun is slowly painting the clouds in the east red and gold, I am
rambling the silent streets with my ricksha behind me, waiting for
the rare passengers, Sometimes, in the deep dark night, you may
also find me waiting for you at your doorway when you are hurry-
ing out miserably to ecall a doctor for somebody sick at your home,.
On the crowded broadway or Wongpoo Road where there are always
so many hurrying automobiles and electric cars, you may also find
me darting between them to the Sun Kuang Wharf to carry some
poorer passenger who can’t afford the proud automobile. Up Szech-
uen Road which crosses the prosperous Nanking Road, I must pass
nearly everyday. Day or night, rain or shine, I must run, not walk;
or my passenger will scold. My flying legs carry me swiftly over
the hot sun-burnt road or through the snow and slush. Our weather
is often bitterly cold three months of the year. This is the time of the
year when I suffer most. I run two, three, and five miles and am
dripping with perspiration. My passenger gets out and I stop too
tired to keep going when I must not, and the bitterly cold wind
chills me through. There is no shelter for such a poor man as I and
my rags are no protection. Who am I, any way? I am only the
ricksha eoolie whom the Indian policeman can beat with his black
wooden stick. Am I a man when I’'m living the life of an ox or a
horse ?

It will seem very funny to you, when I tell you that my position
of being a ricksha coolie is hereditary. But, you see, it is really and
truly not funny at all, for my grandfather was a ricksha coolie and
so was my father and uncle. If I had had a brother, I think he
would have had to be a ricksha coolie too. If I compared the life of
a ricksha coolie to that of an ox or a horse, it falls short of giving
you a picture of my life. If you can picture the eombination of a
mangy despised mongrel, a dull ox, and a poor miserable slave driven
to the extremity of endurance, you can understand what the average
ricksha coolie’s life is like. May the gods not be angry with me. I
can not understand why my ancesters, my father, my uncle and I have
all had to earn our living all our lives by pulling the ricksha. My
native country, Kiangpei, is said to be the poorest region in China.
I admit it too, for nearly all of the poor people in Kiangpei recognize
the ricksha to be our sole means to life.. When I was nearly fourteen
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years old, I left my native village to come to far away Shanghai to
take up the trade of my father who had already pulled a ricksha for
fen years. After 1 had followed my father’s ricksha from morning to
night for nearly two months by running behind it for practicing and’
training, my father took me to the ricksha renting office to consult
with their agent. Hereafter, I had my own ricksha, I need not run
behind iy father’s ricksha. And thus I began my hard life, playmg
at being a horse-or slave.

_ A history of my day’s work will interest you, I think. I getup
very early in the morning and sometimes I am still running along
the street when the night is far gone. I have no regular place for
breakfast and lunch. After I have earned a few coppers to buy it, I
have my breakfast and sometimes this isn’t till noon. Then my lunch
is not eaten until night. I have no family to prepare my lunch or
breakfast, for my wife isliving in the country with my mother. There-
f‘f)re my only dining room is the cake baker in a narrow street, or
the dumpling boy who wanders up and down the street every day
calling, “Fat pork dumplinges, one copper! Dumplings! Dumplings !”

I have lived the life of a ricksha coolie here in the great city
of Shanghai for fifteen years. Most mnen die after seven or eight
years of such work, but [ have been strong. My body has become
weaker though year by year, and I am a poor broken down creature.
]@‘Iy leg musecles are enlarged and knotted so badly that T have to
bind them tightly or the pain would be so great that I couldn’t run.
These last two years I ean hardly run, so few people want my rick-
sha. Now, I am always hungry. Last month, when I fainted on
the street and was taken by a policeman tc the Red Cross Hospital,
the doctor told me that my heart is in a bad condition and that I
have tuberculosis too. I am not yet thirty years old, but I am old
and broken. T, unfortunately, have become so weak that I look like
an old man of sixty. I can complain to no body. I ean oniy curse
the world and my destiny. The ricksha has killed me.

By Laurie Lau




The Life Story of a Little Factory Girl

On an early morning as the first sun-beam had just appeared, it
rested upon a great gray building, a cotton factory at Yung Tee Pao. Its
front door was opened wide and a thousand workmen vwere hurrying
toward it. There were men and women, little boys, and little girls.
They came in groups and many walked arm and arm. Every one
carried a little basket of food for his dinner. :

The third floor of the factory was the section where cotton
thread was made. There were working about fifty women and girls.
They were seated in four lines. Each position was fitted for one,

“Why has Mimi not been here the last few days?” asked a
Wwoman sitting near the empty position.

“What! Is it possible that you have not heard that Mimi
died yesterday ?” the next woman answered.

"Oh! How sad. No, I did not even know that she was ill. Why
did she die so suddenly ?”

“That is a long story,” answered the next woman.

"How old is she ? T should think she is very young.”
“Yes, she is only fourteen years old.”

“Do you know her very well ? Does she have parents ?”

‘“Yes, I know her very well and know her mother too; for I am
her neighbor. She has only her mother and a little brother, She
has had a sad life, poor child. Her father was a workman who
mixed the materials for making matches. He made more than thirty
dollars every month. - It was quite enough to support his family.
He could save some of his salary against a rainy day.

“But, when Mimi was twelve years old, her father got some
poisons in his lungs which caused him to cough and spit up blood.
He was in bed for six long months., All the money which he had
saved was spent for doctors’ bills and medicines. Of course it was
impossible for a family to live without an income. They finally ¢on-
eluded that there was only one thing they could do. It was that
they must send little Mimi to this factory to work.
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“After her father died, the little family owed debts incurred for
his funeral. It was a difficult task to manage with the little money
which Mimi got, to support the family and pay the debts. Finally
her mother tied Mimi's little brother, only ten months old, on her
back and went to work in a tobacco factory making cigarettes. Her
heavy machine cut the cigarettes by the quick drop of a sharp heavy
blade.

“But, tragedy overtook her mother before she had worked in
that factory for a year and before their debts were paid.

“One day as her mother was working, busily eclipping off the
ends of cigarettes, she was careless and got her hand too near the
great knife which cut the cigarettes. It came down on her hand
and cut off the four fingers of her right hand. The blood spurted
out and reddened all her clothes and she fainted.. She wag ecarried
to a hospital where she remained for almost two months.

“After that, poor little Mimi-must take care of her little brother
and nurse her mother. Furthermore, she must work in the factory
to support them; for her mother could never work again. Her
fingerless right hand was useless for rolling cigarettes and operating
her old machine. 1t was certainly impossible for the expenses of three
person’s bread and clothes to be entirely met with thelittle girl's salary.
Therefore, after Mimi had worked in the factory all day, she wove
straw hats at home every night for another company. She would
weave until mid-night every night, and then get up early to go to
work in the factory at day break.

- “Oh, how could a little girl work more than twelve hours a
day ? Day before yesterday was a very hot day. She got a fever and
a very bad headache but she did not stop her work. She knew that
she ecould not stop work even a minute, for stopping work meant
no food to eat too, not only for herself but for her mother and her
little brother. Therefore, she continued to work at her machine,
although she felt very thirsty and hot. During the lunch hour she
drank some cold unboiled water.

“After she returned home, she bathed with cold water
and wove hats as usual. She worked until almost midnight but
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could not complete the work. She was a very sick child. She had
a terrible fever and her stomach ached, for her intestines were pain-
ing as if they were being cut. She lay down on the bed but soon
she could not bear the pain, so she eried out to wake up her mother.

““Although her mother got up she could do nothing for her dear
little daughter. There were no medicines in her home and no money
to call a doctor, so she wept and patted her with her fingerless hand
trying to comfort her. There was not even hot water for Mimi to
drink. The little girl eried and was very restless. She tossed to and
fro on the bed and held her stomach with her little hands. Her
face turned as pale. as death and her voice was gradually leaving
her. Her breathing was very irregular and stentorian.

“At dawn her mother came to my house, told me about Mimi’s
dangerous condition and asked me to help her. But how could
I help her? I am teo poor to call a doetor for myself, and I have
had no experience in nursing this disease. Oh, how I wanted to
help her. I decided that the best plan would be to take her to see
her factory manager and beg his help.

“But he is a cruel, mean man. When we had told him about
Mimi and showed him that she must die, if he would not save her;
he answered at once with anger, ‘No. No, I tell you. I haven’t
anything to do with your daughter’s illness. GGet out of here. Don’t
come begging me for help, .for you won’t get it. Hear. See what a
great number of workmen there are in my factory. If everyone
came and begged my help when he is sick, what would Tdo? I'd
soon be bankrupt.’

“Mimi’s mother begged him again and again but without avail.
She stayed there an hour begging for the life of her ¢hild. When we
gave up and returned home, it was more than two hours after we
had left for the doctor. When we reached her little house it was very
quiet, for the poor little girl had ceased to breathe and was dead.

“Oh, my little Mimi. Oh, my daughter. Come back to me,”
cried the poor mother, her tears dropping down on her clasped
hands. She embraced her dead daughter and fainted.”

By Pauline Chan
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On a clear evening I sat beside a fireplace in my country home
with my little grandchild. She was a little girl about the age of
eight. She often sat beside the fireplace with me and would beg me
to tell her stories of my childhood days. So, one day it happened
that she asked me again and this is what I told her.

“I was born in a very small island which is very far from China
It is a very beautiful island, where there are many different nation-
alities of people. There are Americans, Japanese, Chinese, Hawaiians
and Portuguese. In this island, there are many beautiful trees, such as
the cocoanuts, breadfruit, pine trees, banana plants, mangoes and other
trees. The fruit of the mango is very good to eat. Mango trees bloom
oncea year. My aunt who lived up on a hill, had a large yard with
many mango trees. When the mangoes were ripe I used to go up to
her home and pick some mangoes. I used to pick those mangoes with
a long bamboo stick. Can you guess how many I used to bring home
for my sisters and parents to eat ? “I think about a dozen of them,”
she said. “Your guess is wrong. T used to bring home a bucket full
of mangoes. In fact, I could have taken some more, but a bucketful
was enough for a small family to eat”” She eaid then, “I can just
imagine how delicious they tasted.”

After talking about mangoes a while longer she asked me to tell
her some other things that I did then. So I told how I caught my
first fish by a wharf. “It happened that one night, my sisters and my
brothers wanted to go fishing. We all agreed to go and prepared
our fishing rods. We also bought some shrimps for bait. When
we reached the wharf I chose my place to sit, which ‘was on the
end of the wharf. At first, I was afraid to sit there, because when
I looked down, I could see the deep blue water. After sitting
there for a while, I took a fishing rod, and then put a piece of shrimp
meat on the hook for the fish to bite. While holding the fishing
rod, I was afraid of dropping if. because it was the first time I had
ever held athing like that. My sisters and brother sat close to me.
We sat there for more than two hours in silence. Then all of a
sudden, my fishing rod began to shake and I did not know what to




do. It then began to shake harder, so I gave a seream. My brother
took it quickly. When he pulled up the line there was a beautiful red
fish on the hook. After fishing there for many hours we all grew tired,
so we decided to go home. When we reached home, we had only the
little red fish, which my brother had ecaught for me. When my
mother asked us how many fish we had caught we were ashamed
to answer her. When she saw the little red fish she laughed and
gave it to our cat to eat. This was my first and last fishing exper-
ience.”

While telling her these stories of my early childhood days,
she had forgot that she was sleepy and was wide awake. It was
getting late, so I told her that it was her bedtime. She refused to go
to bed and begged to hear some more stories of my early childhood
days. She then asked me how I happened to be in China, instead of
on the island of which I had been telling her. So I began again.

“It happened that in the year of 1932, when I was about fifteen
vears of age, my parents planned to live in China. We first stayed
in Shanghai, where I continued my schooling. I entered Shung
Tak Girls’ School, which was the first school I ever attended in
China. At first T could not get used tothisschool, but later felt myself
quite at home as a regular Chinese student. I learned to read and
write Chinese well. 1 also made some very dear friends, whom I
love devotedly until now. Dr. Lau Cheuk Oon, your doctor, was my
classmate.”

After this she grew sleepy and soon fell asleep on my lap.  As
she slept her little lips were smiling as if she were dreaming of pick-
ing mangoes or fishing with me. I then carried her upstairs to her
bedroon and gently put her down on her bed. When I put her down
on her bed, she opened her eyes and whispered,” Please grandma, tell
me some more stories of your childhood days, tomorrow.” I promised
her and then she closed her eyes and said, “Good night grandma.”
She fell asleep very quickly, so I tip-toed out of her room and went
to sit beside the fire again.

While sitting beside the fire alone, I could picture in my mind
my early childhood days, when I was as tiny as my grandehild,
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the early days of my schooling, my amusements, and the fun I used
to have with my friends Myrtle Wu and Lau Cheuk Oon.

By Margaret Tiu

Ah Ling’s Sad Story.

Three years ago, there came to the home of our neighbor a little
slave girl named Ah Ling. She was about nine years old. = At a
single glimpse, one would know that she was both clever and bright.
But she was very ill treated by her mistress, and sometimes for a
small reason, she would be cruelly beaten.

One twilight, as I was eoming home from a meeting, I saw this
little girl sitting at her door with her hands over her face, as if
she was buried in thoughts.

“Ah Ling, what are you doing here? Don’t you think your
mistress would scold you if she Saw you sitting here doing
nothing?” 1 eried.

At my thoughtless words she was so startled she couldn’t speak,
but by and by she answered softly, “My mistress has gone out to
dinner.”

“Ah Ling, where is your native home? Why do you speak
Cantonese in such a funny way ?

“My native home ?” sighed she, “My home is in a little village
in Szeechuen.”

“How did you come to be here then? I am very eager to
know your life story. Will you tell it to me please ?”

She hesitated for some time, but by and by she said, “All right,
I will tell you, as you have always taken compassion on me, I was
the daughter of a farmer,” she began. ““My father and brother used
to work in the fields, while my mother would take me with her to
the mountain side to gather dry grass for fuel. Although we were
poor and worked very hard we lived happily together. One summer
my father suddenly became ill and died within twenty four hours.
Two days after his death, my brother contracted the same sickness,




and before we could call for a doctor, he had passed away. Shocked
with terror my mother became paralyzed. Because she could not
work any more. I was neglected and half wild. One day, one of our
neighbors came to see my mother and asked permission to take me
to Shanghai. At first my mother was unwilling to let me go, but
our - neighbor pled with her and told her that I would be able to
have good food to eat, nice clothing to wear, and I could even send
money home to her.

“My mother’s will was very weak, so she finally yielded to the
wicked woman’s pleadings.

“On the day of my departure, my poor mother. with tears
flowing down her cheeks, bade me good bye, and said she wished to
see me again before she left this sorrowful world.

“When we arrived at Shanghai, my neighbor immediately
brought me here. By that time I realized that I was being sold to
this family, but I was powerless to do anything. I had to submit to
my fate.

“It is three years now, sinee I came here. I am deprived of all
pleasures in life. The world is cold and hard. No one loves me or
cares for me. My only hope is to leave this sinful and sorrowful world.

By Pauiine Chan

What A Laittle Baﬂmy Think
About Grown-Ups

T know that most grown-ups do not remember what they thought
when they were babies like me or they would not act like they do.
There is something that I want them to know since they have for-
gotten so completely, so now I'm going to tell. you what I think of,
and about grown-ups,

I think grown-ups are very selfish, When they go out to play
or take a walk they do not take me with them. Grown-ups are also
very cruel because they often pinch mylittle red eheek which mmakes
me very mad. Sometimes they give me some dried kidneys or
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peanuts which make my stomach ache and cause me to ery. Some-
times they kiss me and make my clean face very dirty. I am very
afraid that they will give me some dangerous disease. Sometimes
they wake me up to play with them when I am asleep.

I also think that grown ups are very foolish because they often
say “Koo—coo—ah ! Koo—coo-ah !” to me as if they were calling
doves. 1 wonder why grown—aps are so foolish. Although they
practice talking every day yet they say such crazy words. A wise
man could not understand them. How do they expeet a baby to
understand any of them ?

When my auntie’s boy friends come to call for my auntie they
play with me. Sometimes they touch my face with their hands which
I fear are dirty. They say to my auntie, “What a lovely niece you
have! What beautiful bright eyes she has! She is just li.e youl
How cute she is! I wish I had a niece like her!” They then look at
auntie with love sick eyes. Now who wouldn’t be disgusted and
sickened by such much ? Strange to say auntie seems to like it !

If I were a grown-up I would not treat babies so foolishly and
so cruelly. I think grown-ups are certainly very silly.

By Lily Leung

Fa@ﬁng Our Real Need

Prize Story

China is a eountry rich in rivers, minerals, and fertile plains.
Its lands are very rich and fertile so it produces good crops every
year. Its population is numerous and intelligent some beirg geniuses.
So we know China is not in need of plains, rivers, minerals and an
intelligent citizenship.

Even with these rich natural gifts of God, China is still a country
not comparable with other countries. She is gradually becoming
weaker and lower until nearly every country is going ahead of her.
Why ? Because other countries have accepted Christianity and




enjoy its benefits and blessings.

We know China has as great and good lands and produets as other
countries have. Moreover her people’s minds are developed to the
same extent as are those of the population of other countries. Its mil-
itary preparation and its army are not very far inferior to other coun-
tries. In spite of this China ought to stand at the head, or in the same
high class with other countries. With her natural endowments to
aid her, China could be great, but she is now a country lower than
any big country in the world.

In former years when we spoke of China’s weakness we blamed
that on edueation, and said it was because China’s education was not
free to all, we also blamed her communiecation saying her lack of
progress was due to poor communication. In recent years China’s
educational advance has been marvellous, all her roads are better then
before, and her telegraph and cable communication are good. We
know then that China’s illnesses are not all due to lack of education
and ecommunication.

China’s illness is selfishness which has caused the government
and its eitizens to fail to work eooperatively. Many officers of our
government are only working for their own good and not for its
citizens. The citizens too are only working for themselves. The
thing that the officers and merchants are anxious to get are money
and a comfortable living. They do not mind to harm others to
benefit themselves. They are not public spirited, they do not let
the populace benefit by their acts.

We know that if China’s government and people were working
cooperatively and were willing to sacrifice, China would then be
surely stronger and better than she is now.

So we now know China’s need is not what the people used to
think. Her greatest need is the overcoming of selfishness. Love is
the only thing that can overcome selfishness. When there is unselfish
Christian love in our hearts, we will love others as we love ourselves.
1f we love others as we love ourselves there will be no selfishness
and if there is no selfishness in our hearts we will be glad to sacrifice
ourselves for the good of others. When we come to love each other




we can eooperate, for if there is hatred in our hearts we will never
cooperate. If there is no cooperation our country will surely fall and
we will have no place among the nations of the world.

There is no perfect love except in Christ. If China will accept
Christ and follow Him. hatred will be got rid of and the hearts of
her citizens will be knit together in loyalty to China. Then we can
have great strong men to lead us, everything good will be brought
to the common people, and our leaders will not care whether they are
benefited by a thing or not if China is made great.

From the above we know China is greatly in need of Christ and
nothing else, for if she will take Christ she will have the products of
Christianity. What are these products? Education, hospitals,
asylums, good and just government, a high moral code, transportion,
communieation and sanitation improvement, trade progress, loyalty,
truthfulness, faith and love.

By Nadeen Poon
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Mrs. Suen : “I see your baby
is learning to
talk.”

Mrs. Hsu: Oh, We're teaching

her to keep quiet
now.”

Miss Yang: “In which of the battles (state the name of the battle)
was Alexander the Great killed ?”

Foon Mei: “I think it was in his last one.”
* * * * * ®

Mr. Teau (calling the roll): “Miss Wang.”
Kit Hung: “She is sick.” i
Mr. Tsau (sympathetically) : “I am sorry. What's her trouble ?”

Kit Hung : “She is sick of the course!”
*® * * * * *

Mr. Lee: “Has anyone got a stop wateh ?”
Wong Lau Sin: ‘“Here’s one. It stops whenever you quit shaking
.it‘”
* * * kS * £
Foon Mei: “Have you sufficent confidence in me to lend me one
dollar ?”
0Oi Kwong: “Yes, certainly. I have the confidence but I haven't the

dollar.”
* £ *® ® £ k

Miss Marlowe put a question to Hok Laan which she couldn’t
answer. Mei Ping sitting behind Hok Laan whispered to her, “Miss
Marlowe is nutty.” Miss Marlowe observed her and called out

“Don’t tell her! She ought to know it herself.”
% i # % ¥ *

Mr. Hsu: Give three reasons proving that the earth is round.”
Shuk Kan: “The book says so, the teacher says so, and some-
body told me =o.”

* * * * * *
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Siu Uen : “What is it that we find so easy to get into and so hard to
get out of ?”
Ngaai Shau : “Bed !”

* * * % * *
Mr. Chow : “Who was that snored in the assembly last night during

a pause in the singing ?”

Mr. Lum: “Snore! Why, that was my base solo !”
* * * * *k *

Lai Tsung : “Talking of dogs, some of them are more intelligent than
their master.”

Ying Yeuk: “Yes, I have a dog just like that.”
* * ES *® * *

A cross—eyed student has more chances to pass his examinations
because when he looks at his neighbours, his eyes seem to be on
his own paper.

# * * * * *
Mr. Wu: “You look worried. What is the matter ?”
Mrs. Wu: My child is in finacial difficulty.”
Mr. Wu: She is only one year old |”
Mrs. Wu: “But she has swallowed a penny !”
* * * % * *
Yu Fai: “I don’t think the man next door knows anything about
musie.”
Mrs. Lu: *“*Why not ?”
Yu Fai: “He told me this morning to eut my drum and see what
was inside
* £ £ * ES e

“What's this, honey ?” said Mrs. Wu’s husband as he speared
a slab from the dish.

“Lucifer eake, dear.”

“I thought you were going to make angel cake.”

“I was, but it fell.”

* % * % % ¥*

“Young ladies,” said Pastor Wong at chapel, “the subject of my
discourse this morning is, ‘Liars” How many in the congregation
have read the 69th chapter, of Matthew ?”

Nearly every hand in the audience was raised immediately.

“That’s right,” said his reverence. ‘“‘You are just the folks I want
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to preach to. There is no 69th ¢hapter of Matthew.”
£ £ * ES ES * ; :
. The absent—-minded Mrs. oo met her daughter in school one
morning and said :

“Good morning, Ue Fai. How’s your mother ?”
ES * * £ £ *

Kit Hung—"“What is a cannibal, Ngaai Shau ?”

Ngaai Shau—"“I don’t know.”

Kit Hung—"“Well, if you ate your father and your mother, what
would you be ?”

Ngaai Shau—"“An orphan.”
* & *® £ £ k

Mother—‘Mei Ping, I'm ashamed of your eating your sister’s
share of the cake. What have I been trying to teach you ?”

Mei Ping—"Always to take her part, mother.”
* #* k ES ES £

Mrs. Kaan (who has brought her daughter, Sui Uen to the hos-
pital for treatment)—"It’s her head, nurse. She’s had it on and off ever

since she was born.”
* % * * * !

Miss Marlowe—"The sentence, ‘My father had money, is in the
past tense. Now, Chi Kan, what tense would you be speaking in if
you said : ‘My father has money’?”

Chi Kan—"Pretense.”

* P % * e *

Miss Wong—“Can’t you cheer your little brother up and stop
his erying ?”

Lok Ling—"“Well, did you ever try to cheer anybody up that

has had five bananas, two hot dumplings, and seven ice cream cones?”

“You seem to have had a serious accident.”

“Yes,” said Miss Marlowe. “I tried to climb a tree in my
motor ecar.

“Why did you do that ?”

“Just to oblige Mrs. Chambers who was driving another ear.

She wanted to use the road.”
* * % * * *

“Pa, you remember you promised to give me $10 if I passed
in school this year ?” : ;
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“Yes, Wan Luen.”

“Well, Pa, you ain’t gonna have that expense.”
B ES ES ES £ £
“Yes,” said the bumptious Mr. Chow, “I'm a very good thought
reader. I can tell exactly what a person is thinking.”
- “In that case,” said his bored listener, “I beg your pardon.”

* 5 %* % * *

Miss Chui—"“Can you name some organ of the body, Hok
Laan ?7
Hok Laan—‘Yes'm, the teeth.”
Miss Chui—"“The teeth! What kind of an organ would be?”
Hok Laan—"I guess they would be a kind of grind organ.”

ES ES ES ES *
Pao Wa went to school with dirty hands. -
“What would you say,” Miss Ng asked her, “If I should eome

to sehool with such dirty hands ?”

“Nothing,” answered Pao Wa. “I’d be too polite.”

* £ ES ES B3 ES
Why is a grain of sand in the eye like a schoolmaster’s cane ?
Because it hurts the pupil.

B 3k * * & £

%

Mr. Yeung Uen Fan—'So you wish to open a joint account
with your husband. What kind ?”

Mrs. Williams—“Oh, just a deposit account for him-—checking

for me.”
5 A * * % %

“Dearest Mary Botelho,” wrote James Ward, who was hopelessly
in love, “I could swim the mighty ocean for one glance from your
dear eyes. I would walk through a wall of flame for one touch of
your little hands. 1 would leap the widest stream for a word from
your lovely lips. '

As always,
your James.

“p. 8—1ll be over Saturday night if it doesn’ rain.”
# *® ES £ R i
Mr. Hsu (lecturing pupil)—"“Do you mark well what the
teachers say to you ?” :

0Oi Kwong—‘Yes, sir, but they don’t do as much for me.”
* e * ES 5 *

T e e e e i
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If you'd succeed,
This adage mind ;
First mind your work ;

Then work your mind.
* * * % * *

The honeymoon couple were about to alight from their taxi.

“I feel so nervous, Tommy,” Mrs. Wu whispered; “They are
sure to know we're just married.”

But Tommy was resourceful, “Here,” he said, “you ecarry the

suitease.”
sk * £ kS ES ES

What is Heung Ying going to be when she gets through college
Mr. Waang ?” asked a friend.

“An old woman, I'm afraid.”
% % E 3 * ES ES

It was during the grammar lesson. Said Miss Marlowe, ‘‘Always
remember, girls, that the word ‘with’ is a very bad word to end a
sentence with. I—ah—that is to say—ah, unless you have nothing

else to end it with.”
£ %k ES *k * *

Mr. Lum—"“Hok Hon, I want you to tell me how you define
ignorance.”
Hok Hon—"It’s when you don’t know something and some

one finds it out.”
3 £ L * ES *

Mr. Hong—"“Why are your geometry propositions always done
in this old-fashioned way? Notice the geometry that Pooi Huen
brings to school.”

Chi Kan—"“Well,she’s got a father—I’ve only got a grandfather.

* * * * * *
Shueng Mei (at dinner)—'‘Papa, are caterpillars good to eat ?”
Mr. Hsu—"Sh! Be quiet! Haven’t I taught you better than to
mention such things at the table?”
Mrs. Hsu—(after a pause)—"Why, Shueng Mei, did you ask
that question?”
Shueng Mei—"I just saw one on papa’s lettuce, but he has eaten

it now!”
%k ES *k * E S *

Ying Yeuk was tearing along beside a bus.
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“How much to Kiangwan from here?” she yelled to the
conductor.

“Fifteen cents,” the conductor told her.

Ying Yeuk tore along to the next stop. Then she yelled up
again :

“How much to Kingwan now?”

Twenty cents said the conductor. “You're runnin’ the wrong

way.”
* * * * # *

“Dr. Yiep,” reports a neighbor, ‘‘appears on the porch of his
home whenever his wife starts to sing, so the neighbors can see he
isn’t beating her.”

* * % % % *
“So Mary returned your engagement ring did she Mr. Ward?’
“Yes. she mailed it to me, and she had the nerve to paste a

label on the outside of the package : ‘Glass’ handle with care.””
. s % * * #*

Little Wing Hong came tearfully to his sister Lok Libng one
morning with the complaint, "How ean I button my dress when
the buttons are in the back and I’'m in the front?”

i *»* w» E3 -3

Little Yue Fai was crying bitterly.

“What’s the matter, dear?”’ asked Mrs. Loo.

“Boo hool My new shoes hurt mel”

“Well, no wonder! You've got them on the wrong feet!”

Yue Fai continued to weep and would not be comforted. “I

haven’t any other feet,” she sobbed.
*® #* * # * ¢
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