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You have some DATA
● It is open (as in CC0)
● It is structured (somewhat)
● It is about your favourite topic

Let’s put it on Wikidata



Wikidata structure



Starting a new Project
● Copy from others
● Describe data model — list all properties
● Invite people to join
● Use {{ping project}} to notify others



Ontology
● Think of statements that describe your data
● Map your statements to existing properties

○ Wikidata:List of properties
○ Look into similar projects
○ Using existing property with qualifier
○ Wikidata:Property proposal
○ Most likely you will be missing just a few 

specific properties

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:List_of_properties
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Property_proposal


Workflow
↓ Obtaining useful data
↓ Ensuring licence (CC0)
↓ Preparing (cleaning data)
↓ Reconciling to avoid duplicates
↓ Running the import
↓ Maintenance queries



Preparing your data
● Suitable data formats

○ CSV, TSV, Excel
○ XML
○ Database
○ Tables in PDFs (need some work)
○ HTML pages with some structure

● Check file encoding



Preparing data — tools
● Tabula — extract data from PDFs
● OpenRefine cleanup + reconcile
● Mix’n’match — match external identifiers
● Excel/Google Sheets (addon)

https://tabula.technology/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Mix'n'match/Manual
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/wikipedia-and-wikidata-to/aiilcelhmpllcgkhhpifagfehbddkdfp?hl=en


Doing the import
● Quick Statements
● OpenRefine
● Writing your own scripts: 

● Python
● Java
● TypeScript/JavaScript
● Wikidata API

● Do not forget the references

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:QuickStatements
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools/OpenRefine


Tools: Wikidata Usefuls



Tools: Harvest templates



Tools: Infobox export



Completeness dashboard

Sum of all paintings

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_sum_of_all_paintings/Property_statistics


WikiProject every 
politician



Goals & achievements
● Started by mySociety
● Improving information 

on politicians
● Covering every country in 

common format
● Data model is work in 

progress
● As of now covers ~70 

countries

https://www.mysociety.org
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_every_politician/Political_data_model


Data model
● The usual “human properties”
● position held (P39), with qualifiers

● start time (P580) / end time (P582)
● parliamentary term (P2937)
● elected in (P2715)
● parliamentary group (P4100)
● electoral district (P768)
● end cause (P1534)
● replaces (P1365) / replaced by (P1366)



Data model
● Elections
● Election districts
● Parliamentary terms
● Cabinets of ministers
● Political positions

○ Head of government
○ Member of parliament



Data model



Maintenance lists
● Generated by Listeria/SPARQL queries
● Member list of each parliament
● Current member biographic data
● Checks

○ Missing qualifiers (no term, group, district)
○ Missing biographic data (gender, birthdate, 

given/first name)



Data completeness (LV)



Data completeness (LV)



Using the data
Generating parliament diagrams

https://teester.github.io/parliament-diagram-generator/


Seeking help
● Tool manuals on Wikidata
● DO ask for help!
● Wikidata project chat (multilingual)
● Wikidata Telegram group
● IRC
● Request a Query

https://t.me/joinchat/AZriqUj5Uag92TB4U9eBdQ
https://webchat.freenode.net/?channels=#wikidata
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Request_a_query


THANK YOU


