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1. Anaccount of the City of Prufa in Bithynia, and
a continuation of the Hiftorical Obfervations rela-
ting to Conftantinople, by the Reverend and learn-
ed Tho. Smith D. D. fellow of Magd. Coll,Oxon.

and of the Royal Society.
MOntanea formerly called Nzcopolis,according to Bello-

nius,or rather Cios, the bay hence called Stnus Cranus,
lies
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lies in the bottom of a bay about fourfcore miles from Con-
Jantinople,and is the fcale or landing place for Przfa,from
which it may be about twelve miles; inthe middle way
to which is the Village Mouffanpoula.

Prufa, now calied by the Turks Burfa, the cheif City
of Bithynia, is feated at the foot partly, and partly upon
therifing of the mount 0/ympus, which isone ot the high-
eft hills of xhe leffer Afia. Its top is covered with {now
for nine or ten months of the vear, {everal fireamsof wa-
ter flowing down the hill continually, acccunted very
unwholefome from the fnow mixed with it. Inthe vp-
per part of the City to the northweft lyes the Seraglio,
which is walled round ; but the Emperors not refiding
here fince their acquifts in Thrace, or fcarce making vifics
to this Imperial City, and none of their fons living here
of late, according to the former policy of the Turksfi
Emperors, who did not permit their fons, when grown
up, to be near them, butfentthem to fome honourable
emploiment, accompanied with a Baffa and Cadito in-
ftruct them in the arts of Warand Goverameat, it lyes
now neglected and difpovled of all its ornaments.

In this partalfo are the Sepulchersof 0/man, the fcund-
er of the tamily, which now reigns, an: hisfon Trchar,
who took the City, near a Molch, formerly a Chrifizan
Church dedicated to St. o/n, and where was formerly a
Convent of Religious, buile by Contantinus Iconomackus,
where I {faw the figure of a Cro sftill remnaining vpon the
wall"  Here hangsup a Drumm of avaft bignels, fuch as
they ciurry upon the backs ot Camels, and I fuppofeisone
ofthofe, which they ufed in the taking of the place.

In the lower part, near the bottom of the hill, Aferad
the fecond, the Father ot Mabumet the Great, lyesburied :
near whercunto was formerly the Metropolitical Church
of the Holy Apoples. The Begeflen, or Exchange feems
to be much bettgr and larger than the great one at (en-

fantinaple, as are the feveral Caravanferais built for the
ule



[423]
e and accommodation ot Merchaunts, and Travellers ;
in one of which, the Rice Chane, Itook up my quar-
ters.

Without the City toward the caltis the Mofch and Se-
pulcher of the Emperor Bajaﬁrdth( tict, waom the Turks

call #2lderim or hghtnmo, and the urcd\ Writers isinal,
}\()[ far from hence is the Mofch of Mabomer the firft,
and his Sepulcher. Toward the weft upon the fide of the
luil 1s the Mofch of Morad the firft, whom they call Gaze
or the Conqueror, near which he lyes buried. There
arc in the whole about 124 Mofchs, {everal of which were
tormerly Chreftian Churches, and between fifty and fixty
Chanes.  The Caftles builcby 9/man, when he befieged
the City, are {lighted and altogether untortifyed, the
one to the north, the other to th" fouth- wett.

At C/Jecker,{lze, about a mile and a half ouz of Town,
are the hot paths,much ﬁcquemcq bothby Chrijftians and
Turks. They are made very convenwent to Bath in, and
are covered over, that they may be ufed 1nall weathers.
Amouny others, theresa l.um, round Bafin, where they
utually divere themfetves by {wxmmmg7

W hatopumons the Im/\f have of our B. Savignr and

the Chriffran Religion, 1 fhall briefly thew, as they lye
( dp"x {ed 1 feveral chapters ot the Alcoran, according to
which they frame their difcourfe whenfoever cither zeal
or curiofity puts them upoii this topick.For Yabomes upon
hes fetting up to be the Author ofa hew Re Ligion,finding
fach a confiderable part ot the World profefling the do-
&rine of Chrif#, with all the myfteries of faith therein
contained, wascaft upona ncccﬂitv of fayngj fomething
lxuh concerning him and it. By which it will appear,
how greasthe power of trath is above unpo((ue and {ub-
tility , and that asthe Devils in the poficiled confefs't,
though againft their wills, Chréfl to be the fon of God, fo
this Demeniach in the midit of ail his forgeries, and lyes
and ridiculous and childifh narratives, not L‘c:mg able to
A2 yntradict
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contradict the univerfal belief of the Chriffians of that,
and the preceeding ages, founded on the hiftory of the
Gofpel, Eath been forced to give teftimonic to feveral
particulars of it.

They confefs then that Chriff was born of a pure {potlefs
Virgin, the Virgin Mary, chofen by God and fancutyed
above all the women in the World ; and thatthe Angel
Gabriel was difpatched out of Heaven to acquaint her
with the news ot it.  That fuch akind of miraculousand
fupernatural birth never hapned to any befides, and that
Chriftwas conceived by the Holy Ghoft,and thathe wrought
mighty miracles, for inftance, that he cleanfed lepers,
gave fight to the blind, reftored fick perfons to their
health, and raifed the dead.

Thathe isa great Prophet, fentby God to convert men
from the vanity and error of their falfe worlhip to the
knowledge of thetrue God, to preach rightcoufnefs, and
to correct and reftore the imperfection and mifcarriages
of humane nature; that he was of a moftholy and ex-
emplary life, that he was the true word of God, the Apo-
Jte or Ambaffador of Ged thzt his Gofpel was revealed
to him from Heaven, and that he isin Heaven ftanding
nigh to thethrone of God. They blafpheme indeed wich
a bruitifhnefs and ftupidity only befitting Turks, the my-
fteries of the holy Trznity, and of the divinity of our B.
Saviour, and deny that he was put to dcath, and fay that
another in hisfhapewas crucityed by the Fews, and that
he himfelf was affumed into Heaven in his body without
dying atall, and confequently they wiil not own, that
he fatistyed divine juftice for the fins ot the World ; fo
great an affinity 1s there between the herefy of Sorznus and
profefs't Mahometani/m.

I could neveryet fee any Turk:/b tranilation of the -
coran ; they cry up the elegance of the ftyle, which being
Enthufiaftick and high-flown, by reafon alio of the tinck-

ling of the periods, 1s very delighttul to their ears, who
feen
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feem tobe affected with rythme mightily. Though I fup-
pofe it is upon a more politick accompt, that theyare fo
averfe, as to the tranflating it into their vulgarlanguage,
not out of refpeé tothe facrednefs of the original only,
whofe full commanding expreflions they think cannotbe
tranilated without a great diminution to the fenfe; but
to keep it in greater veneration among the people, who
mightbe apt to {light and difefteem it, fthould it become
thus common among them. Ttis enough, that the Pricfts
and learned menexplain the difficult paffagesof it to the
people, and write Commentaries for the ule of the more
curtous and inquifitive. The Perfians on the contrary
think it no difparagement to the Arabick, or profanation
of the fenfe to trantlate this curfed book into their own
language, and copies are frequent among them.

The Grand Signors women are ufually the choiceft beau-
ties of the Chriffzan {poiles, prefented by the Baffa’s or
Tartars. Theprefent Sultana, the mother of the young
Prince Muftapha, is a Candiot; the Valide or Emperors
mother, a Ru/fian, the daughter of a poor Prieft, who with
her relations were feized upon by the Tartars in anincur-
fion, which they made iuto the Mufcovites Country. She
being received into the Seraglio, by her beautiful com-
plexion and cunning behaviour, gain'd the heart and the
affection of Sultan Ibrabim. (a man wholly addicted to
{oft pleafures, and who feldome cared to be long abfent
trom the womens appartment, but chofe to {fpend his time
among them ) Having the good fortune to be the mother
of the Prince Mahomet, the eldeft fon of his father, who
now reigns, She had all the honors that could poflibly be
done her, -and was the beloved Hazaki or chief Con-
cubine. During this height of fplendor and glory, the
Court removing trom Conflantinople to Adrianople, diftant
about an hundred and twenty miles, as fhe was pafling
i great ftate attended with her Guards, through the
fireets of the Cuy, in a Coach much like our carriage

A3 wagons,



[436]

wagons, but that they are latticed to letin the air (for no
one muft prefume to ftare or fcarce look upon the women,
much lefs mult they themfelves fuffer their faces tobe feen
in this jealous Country) fhe out of curiofity looking through
the holes; faw a poor Chrittan lave in a thop, where fugar and
fuch lixe -wares were fold. Uponher retarn fhe fent one of
her Eanuchs to enquire for the perfon, and to ask him feve-
ral quedious avout hus Councry, relations, friends, and the
ume when and how loag h2 had been a ilave: his anfwers
were fo particuiar and fausfactory,that fhe was foon convinc 't
of the truth and certainty of her apprehenfions, when fhe
firft caft her eyes upon him, that he was her brother, and ac-
cordingly it proved fo, Whereupon acquainting the Empe-
ror with it, 1hc immediatcly redeemed him from his Patron,
and having made the poor wretch turn Zwrk, got him confi-
derably preferred.

The Bafla’s for the moft part are the fons of Chriffians, taken
into the Seraglio, near the Emperors perfon, and fo are pre-
fer'd to confiderable Governments, or clfe they raife them-
felves by their Conduét and Valour. Mabomer Bafla in the
time of Achmer, whofe eldett daughter he married, was the
firlt natural 74, that was made chiet Vizir, having before
been Captain Baffla.  The chief Vizir Mabomer Kupruuis, (who
fertled the Empire in the minority 6f this. Emperor, wheu it
was ready ro be thakeninto pieces, and diffolved by feveral
powerful factions in the State, and by the matinies and dif-
contents of the famzaries and Spabs’s, who drove different
ways) was an Alanele by birth, the {onof a Greet Prieft, whom
out of the height of his z:al for A.beme | he made turn fux
in hisold age, and coaverted the Chviftar Church in the Vil-
age where he was bora, tutoa Mofch.,  ‘This maa alfo for-
bad the £7rvifes to daue? in a ring and turn round, which be-
fore was their folemn practife at fet times before the people,
which they wouald do fo long,till they were giddy by this {wift
circular motion,and fell down in a fwoun,and then oftentim=s
upon their recovery from fuch trances they pretended to re-
velation. The Churchmen are not very kind to his memory,
looking upon him asa man oflittle or no religion ; and they
give out,that ifhe hadlived;he would have forbid their calling
to prayers from the fpiresof their Mofchs, and hanging out
Lamps ; both which they look upon as folemn and eflential
to the exercife of religion; but he as the effect of bigotry and
fuperftition. They
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They have a mightv honour.and eft¢cem for Phyficians, for
though they are ot opinion, that they! cannot with all their
art prolong life, the period and term of it being fatal and
abfolutely determin'dby God, yet they often confult them
upon any violent ficknefs or pain, in order to make the tune
allotted themin this world more pleafant and eafy. 1tisex-
traordinary rare, thata natural Zirk makes Phyfic his pro-
feffion and ftudy. They who pra&ife it among them, when
I was in Zurkey, were for the moft part Greeks and | ews, who
know nothing of chymical Medicines, but follow the ufual
methods, which they learnt in La/y and opas, the tormer ha-
ving ftudyed in radia, and the latter in »alamania, where they
pafs't for good Carhilicks, Andl remember I met with a cer-
tain F.» Phyfician, who had been a Capucinein: rertgal, Du-
ring the tedious fiege of Candia, the vicir, what with melan-
choly, and what with the illair of the Camp, finding him-
felf much indifposd fent for a Chriszian Phyfician Siguir Mayja-
uw, a fubject of tie Republick -of Venice, but married to a
Greck woman, by whom he had feveral children, who was
our neighbour at #ra.an experienced able man,to come fpce -
dily to him, and made him a prefentof about a thoufand
Dollars, in order to fit himfelf for the voyage and bear the
expenfe of'it. By this worthy Gentlemans care, he recovered
his health, and would not permit him to depart, till after the
furrendry of that City, which might be about feven months
after his arrival there, treatihg him in the mean while with
all imaginable refpect. Durmg our thort ftay at smju, oue
of our jenizaries accidentally difcourfing with a 7«2 about us,
whom they knew tobe #7anks, told him that there was a Phy-
fician in the company, who had been latelv at the Grand
Swgmors Court at & awmke with the Fnolfh Ambaflador, and was
now upon his return {rom Conftantmople. o Smyrna] where he
lived. "Thus prefently took vent, and the 7urks thought that
they had got a man among them, that could cure all difeafes
infallibly ; for feveral immediately came to find us out in be-
half of themfelvesor their fick friends, and one of the moft
confiderable men upon the place, defired the Do>or to go
to his houfe to vifit one of liis women fick in bed, who being
permitted to feel her naked pulf: (for ufually chey throw a
peice of fine filk or curle over their womens wrilts at fuch
times) foon difcovered by that and other fymtoms and indi-
cations of her diftemper, thatopening a vein would prefently

give
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ive her cafe and-recover her: which he did accordingly ;
or which he received-an embroidered hancherchief inftead
of a fee, and: gained the reputation of having done a mighty
cure.

They have little of ingenious or folid learning among them;
their chief ftudy, next to the Alcoran, being metaphyfical ni-
ceties about the Atsributes of God, or elfc the maintenance
of other odd fpeculative notions and tenents, derived down
to them from fome of their famed mafters and holy men,
whom they pretend to follow. ‘Their knowledge of the mo-
tion of the heavens, for which the Arabians and the other
caftern Nations have been fo defervedly famous, as their
Aftronomical tables ot the Longitude and Latitude of the
fixed Stars, and of the appulfe of the moon to them, fully
evince, is now very mean, and is chiefly ftudyed for the ufe
of Judiciary Aftrology. The great inftrument they make
ufe of is an Aftrolabe, with which they make very imperfect
obfervations, having no fuch thing as a Quadrant or Sextant,
much lefs a Telefcope, or any mechanical engine, to di-
rectand aflift them in their calculation  Ther skill in Ge-
graphy 15 as inconfiderable 5 I remember I heard the Captain
Bafla, whom they ftile Admiral of the black and white Scas,
meaning the Ewxme and the Meduerranean, ask this filly queftion,
whether E£v/land were out of the ftraits: and atanother nme
the Caymacan or Governor of L‘f/w/farzrin(;p/e. hearing that tinoland
was an Ifland, defired to know, how many miles 1t wasabout,
in order, we fuppofed,to make an eftimate of our Kings great-
nefs and ftrength by the extent and compafs of it.

One of the great Aftrologers ot Cowjtantmople, having heard
that I had a pair of Globes 1n my chamber, made me a vific
on purpole to fee their contrivance, being introduced by a
worthy Gentleman of our own Nation After the firlt cere-
monies were over, 1 took my Terreftial Globe, and rectified
itto the pofition of the place, and pointed to the feveral
circles both without and upon it, and told him in fhort the
feveral ufes of them: then fhewed him how Cunftantinople bear-
ed from Candia at that time befieged, Cair, Akpp), Mecca and
other chief places of the Empire, with the other parts of the
World: at which he was mightily furprifed to {ee the whole
Earth and Sea reprefented iu that figure and in {o narrow a
compafs, and pleafed himfelf with turning the Globe round

feveral times together, Afterwards I fet before him thle (%fe-l-
eftia
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I={tial Globe, and retified thatand fhewed him how all the
noted Conitellations were exactly deferibed, and how they
moved regularly upon their poles, as in the Heavens ; fome
~ifing, and others fetting, fome always above the Horizon,
and others alwaysunder,man oblique fphere,and particularly
what Starswoudd rife that night wich us at {uch an hour;the
man feemed to be raviined with the curiofity of it, turning
this Globe alfo feveral times together with his Goger, and ta-
king a mighty pleafure in viewing the motion of 1t; and yet
this filly Animal pait for a Conjurcr among the 7urks, and was
lookt upon as one. thatcould foretell the eveits of battels,
the fates of Empires, and the end of the Worid.

They have no genius for Sca-voyages, and confeguently
are very raw and unexperienced in the art of Navization,
fcarce venturing to fail out of fight of land. I fpeak of the
natural Turks, wio trade cither into the Hack Sea or {ome part
of the Mues, or etween Conffantiniple and Alezaidiiey and not
of tiie Pyrats of Barbary, who are for the moft part Renegado's,
and learnt their skill in Chriffendsm, whicl they excrcife {o
much to the terror and damage of it. A Zurkifl compafs con-
filts butof eight points, the four Cardinal and four Collate-
ral ; they being at a mighty lofs how to fail by a fide wind,
when by hauling their failes fharp,they might lye their courfe,
and much more, when they arc in the winds eye, not know-
g how to make tacks and gords, but choofe rather to make
haft into fome neighbouring Port, till the wind blows fair.
An Englifh and Turkifh Veflel both bound for the bay of Salsmiks,
at the time of the Grand Signors being there, paft together
out of the Hellefpous 5 but foul weather %apning, the Turks gott
1nto Lemnos ;s while our men kept at Sca and purfued their
Voyage, and after three weeks ftay returned back to us, ob-
ferving in their way , that the Zurks remained in the fame
place where they left them, for want ofa fore-wind to put to
Sea in,

They trouble not themfelves with reading the Hiftories of
other Nations or of antient timies, much lefs with the ftudy
of Chronolegy, without which Hiftorv is verv lame and imper-
fect ; which is the caufe of thofe ridiculous and childidh mi-
ftakes, which pafs current and uncontradié¢ted among them.
Tor inftance, they make 66 one of Sslomens Judges and (1 can-
der) Alexander the Great Captain General of his Army. They
number Philip of Macedsn among the anceftors of our 8. Savi-

5 our,
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our, and believe that Sampfon, Fonas, and St. George were his con-
temporaries. In this they are more excufable then their falfe
Prophet Mahomer, who in his /e has perverted feveral
Hiftorical notices in the writings of the Oid Teftament, and
is guilty ¢f vile o d abfurd pfeudo-chironifmes. To remedy
this defeY of w!:ich he was very confcious, and the better to
underftand the itate of Chriftendom and the particular King-
domes. aiid Republicks of it, the late great and wife ¥z,
Achmer, made his interpreter Fanagiotii, a learned 774, at lei-
fure houres, eveu at the fiege of Candia, as well as at other
times, read feveral ancient hiitories to him. and render them
extempore into the Zurkyh language, and particularly Blacus
Atlas, with which he was mightily pleafed, and made great
ufe of, and truly gained the reputation of a folid and judici-
ous Statefman, as well as Souldier among the Clryizan Mini-
fters, who in the ordinary courfe of their negotiations apply’'d
themfelves to him.

Tho their year be according to the courfe of the moon ,
and fo the Tnrkifh months run round the civil year in a circle
of thirty three yearsand a few odd days, yet they celebrate
the Neuruz, which fignifies in the Purfier tongue the new year,
the twenty firft day of 4 ¢h ( on which day the vernal cqui-
nox was fixed by the Grecks and other Oriental Cérisies- in the
time of the Emperor Cosfienime, who made no provifion for
the ety imuscr- or preceffion, which in procefs of time the
mequality between the civil and Altronomical vear mult ne-
ceflarily produce ) at which time the C#4es and ocher anuual
Magiltrates, and IFarmors of the cuftomes take place, and
reckon to that day twelve month again.

In their Civil deportmentand behaviourone towards ano-
ther, the lett hand is the more worthy and nonourable place,
except among their Ecclefiafticks ; and the reafon they al-
ledge is, becaufe they write from the right hand, and the
fword is worn on the left fide, and fo is more atliis difpofal,
who walks on that hand The chief ¥z accordingly 1n the
i%ivan {its at the lceft hand of the Muphry, cach maintaining
their right of precedence according to this way of decifion.

In their Mofchs they fit without any diftincion of degrees.

Some of the more zealous “irks caufe to be engravei on
their Scymitars aind Bucklers a fentence out of the fixty firit
Surat, which is concerning fighting or battle-array, and con-
tains incouragements to fight in the way and paik of Gid, as the

Impoftor
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Impoftor words it; for which he aflures them, befides afli-
ftance from Heaven to help them to get the victory over
their enemies, and that God will pavdon ther fins dnd brivg thew to
paredife. "Thus fpirited with zeal, a Zwk lays about him with
fury, when he is a fighting, and feems ambitious of dying to
gain the delights of Paradife, at leaft indifferent whether he
dyes.or lives.

‘The Zurks are as to their temper ferious, or rather incli-
ning to morofity, feldom laughing, which is accounted an
argument of great vanity and lightnefs. 'They perform the
exercifes, which they ufein the way of diverfion, as fhooting
and hunting, with a great deal of gravity, asif they defigned
them more for health then for pleafure ; and this too but
feldome. The better and richer fort, who have nothing to
do,fitting alt day at home lolling upon a Sofa or rais'd place in
their rooms, and taking Tobacco, which their {lavesfill and
light for them: and if they retire in the Summer or Autumun,
for a week or fortnight to fome convenient fountain in a wood
with their women, it is chiefly to enjov the refrefhments of
the cool air. In the times of triumph indeed for fome great
fuccefs obtained againit the Christians; when the thops are o-
pen for three nights together,and hung with lights, as well as
the fpires of the Mofchs in curious figures, they are guilty
of extravagant mirth, running up and down the ftreets in
companies, and fometimes finging and dancing after their
rude way; but this it being over, they foon return to their
tormer melancholy. In the Cofiee-houfes where they ufe
to refort to tiple. there is ufually one hired by the owners
to read either an idle book of tales, which theyadmire as
wit, or filthy obfcene ftories, with which they feem wonder-
fully affec¢ted and pleafed, few of them being able to read.
Thefe are the fchools,which they “requent for their informa-
tion,tho in timesof war,when things went ill with them,their
difcourfes would be of the ill Government; and theGrand Sig-
nor himfelf and his chief minifters could not efcape their cen-
fures,which manifeftly tending to fedition, and to the height-
ning of their difcontents by their mutual complaines, and
by this free venting of their greivances during the war at
« andza, the wite Vizir feeing the evil confequences that would
follow, if fuch meeniugs and difcourfes were any longer tole-
rated, commanded, that all the publick Coffee-houtes fhould
be fhut up in Conftantimple and feveral other great Cities of the

Ba Empire,
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Empire, where the malecontents ufed to rendezvouz them-
felves, and find fault upon every ill fuccefs and mifcarriage
with the adminiftration of affairs. ,

The cuftome of the Zurks to falute the Emperor or the
Vizir Bajji’'s with loud acclamations and wifhes of health and
long jife, when they appear fiz{t in their houfesor any pub-
lic" slace, 1s derived from the Grek:, who took it from the
Reizans, This was done by them in a kindof finging toae;
whence Luitprandus Bilhop of Cremona tells us, that ina cereain
proceflion ( @petresis ) at which he was prefent, they fang to
the Emperor Nicephorus mona tra that is, many years, ( which
Codinus, who lived juft about the taking of Confantinple, by the
Turks, exprefles by m Jémear 7 aorvpginm or by m @i
the wifh or falute by mowpglinzpe ) and at dinner the then
prefent wifh’d with a loud voice to the Emperor and Lardas,
Ut Deus annos mulriplicet, as he tranflates the Grek,

"The Turkifh coyn in it felfis pitiful and inconfiderable,which
1 afcribe not only to their want of Bullion, but # their lictle
skill in matters relating to the mint. Hence it comes to
pafs, that Zecchines and Hungars for Gold, and spexih Dol-
larsand Zalotts forSilver ftamptin Christendsm pafs current
among them,moft of the great payments being made in them,
they not caring eicther through ignorance or floth to follow
the example of the Irdan or verjn Tmperors, who ufually
melt down the Christian money imported by the Merchangs
into their feveral Countryes, and give it anew ftamp. The
moft ufual peices are the Sheriphi of Gold, fomewhat lei-
in value then a Venetian Zecchine, and Afpers; ten of which
are equal to fix pence Englifh, and fome few three Afper
peices. A mangur s an ugly old Copper peice, eight of which
make but one Afper, and is not I think a Yurigh coyn, bus
rather Gre.k. ‘They have no armes upon their coyn, only
jctters embofled on both fides, containing the Emperors
name, or fome thort fentence out of the Aleoras,

"The Tin ks look upon Earthqguakes as ominous, as the vul-
gar do upon Eclipfes, not underftanding the Philofophy of
them. During my ftay in Cauftantincple, wirich was above two
years, there hapned but ene which was Oveser 26, 1669, a-
bout fixa clockin the morning, a itark calme preceeding,
It lafted very near a minute, and we at Perz and Golse were
as fenfible of it, asthofe who were on the other {ide of the
water; bur praied be God, nothing fiedl and we were {OO'%
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rid of the fears in which this frightful accident had caft us
being in our beds, and not able by reafon of the furprize i
fo little a fpace to have paft through a Gallery down a Ppair
of Stairs into the Court, if we had attempted it. The Turks
made direful reflexions onit, as if fome calamity would in-
evitably fallupon the Empire, quickly forgetting the great
triumphings and rejoycings which tl}ey expreft but a few
days before for the Surrendry of Cazs. Inthe year 1463,
in 4ugf, the Earth fhook more or lefs for forty-feven days
together in the lefler «/fia at dngurs ( Ameyra ), and for fifeecn
at Bacbajar, aswe heard from a Seorch Merchant, who liv'd
there : and particularly, that at this latter place.on the fe-
cond of nguft, between three and four of the Clock i the
afterncon it lafted for a quarter of an hour; feveral houfes
were overthrown, and fome hundreds of Chimneys fel] ( jr
being a very populous Town ) aid yet therc;, were but feven
killd. The trembling being{o violent, both Zirk: and Cfyri
Jians forfook their Houfes, and betook themfelves to the
Fields, Vineyards,and Gardens, where they made their abode
for feveral days.

Their punithments are very fevere, this being judg'd the
moft effe¢tual way to prevent all publick diforders and mif-
chiefs. ‘They ufe nogreat formality in their procefles: if
the Criminalbe tal=n in the Yact, and the witneflts ready
and prefent to attcit it, and fometimes if there be but pro-
bable circumftances, without full convi&tion, condemn him ;
and foon after feutence, fometimes an hour or lefs, hurry
him way to execution  For an ordinary crime, hanging is
the ufual death: but {or Robbery and Murder, committed
uson the high way by fuch as rob in Parties and alarm whole
Provinces, or for Sacriledge, or for any hainous Crime a-
guinft the Government, either Gaunching or Excoriation,
or cutting off the Legs and Arms, and leaving the Trunk
of the Body in the high way, or Empaling, that is, thruft-
ing an Iron ftake through the Body out under the Neck or
at the Mouth ; in which extreme torment the miferable
wretch may live two or three days, if the Guts or the Heart
haopen rot to be wopnded by the pointed foike in its paf-
fage. ‘This punilhment feems to have been in ufe among
the Romans, Sencea's Lpilk, 14, Cogira bec loco carcerem, & cruces, ¢
eculeos, & uncum, & adacivm ver medium /mminem, qui per o5 emergat,
fisirem : and fo in his Beok De Confolatione ad Marcian cap. z?ﬂ

Al
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Alii capiie converfos in terram [ufpendere » alii pev olfeena flipitem egerun: *
alis brachia patibulo explicnereni. Murder is feldom pardon’d, and
efpecially if the Relations of thic musder'd perfon demand
Juftice.

The Circumcifion, tho it be a facred Rite, is perform’'d’
in their private Houfes, and never in the Mofchs.

The Women colour their Eye-Brows and Lids with an
ugly black powder, 1{uppofe, to {et of their beauty py fach
athadow ; and their naiis with the powder of Kamz, which
gives them a tincture of faint red, like Brick ( as they do
the Tailsand Hoofs of Horfes ) vhich they look upon as a
great ornament. Their great diverfion is Bathing ; fome-
times thrice, 1f not four times a week. They do not per-
mit them to go to Church ia time of Prayer, for fear chey
thould fpoil their devotion: The Turé being of fo brutith a
temper, that their Luft is raisd upon the fight of a fair
obje&, They are call'd oftentimes by the Names of Flow-
ers and Fruits, and fometimes phantaftic Names are given
them, fuch asSucar sirpara, or bit of Sugar, 2l b, or Ra-
vifher of Hearts, and the like.

Their skill in Agriculture is very mecan. In their Gardens
they have feveral little Trenches to convey water, where it
may be moft neceflary for their Plants and Flowers. They
know little or nothing of manuring their Grounds: fometimes
they burn their Fields and Vineyards after Harveft and Vin-
tage, partly to deftroythe Vermin,and partly toenrich the
Soil. They tread out their Corn with Oxen, drawing a fguare
plank board, about a foot aiid half or two foot over, itudded
with Flints, and winnow it upon their threfhing Floors in
the open Air, the wiud blowing away the Chaf. They feed
their Horfes with Barly and chopt Straw ; fot I do not re-
member ever to have ieen any Qats amnong them ; and they
make but lictle Flay.

For draught of great weight 1n their Carts they make ufe
of Buffalo’s.

Camels will endure Travel four days together without
water, and will eat topsof thiftles, fhrubs, or any kind of
boughs: they are very fure footed, and kneel when they
are a loading, and live to a confiderable number of years,
fome even to {ixty.

The chief Furniture of their Houfes are Carpets, or Mats

of Grand Cairo, neatly wrought with Straw, {pread upon the
ground ;
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ground ; they having no occafion of Chairs, Couches
Stools, or Tables ; their poftures within doors, being diffe-
rent from ours. ‘They have no Hangings, but their walls
are whited and fet off with painting, only adorn’'d with a
k nd of Porcelane ; no Beds clos'd with Curtains.

They feal not with Wax, but Ink, at the bottom of the
Paper, the Emperor’s Name being ufually written with
flourithes and 1o perplext charadters: Nor have they any
Coats of Arms upon their Scals, there being no fuch thing
as Gentility among them,

Some of them, norwithftanding their zcal for Mahomer
and the Religion by him ettabldh'd, retain not only a fa-
vourable and honourable opinion of our Blefled ‘avionr,
but even place fome kind of confidence mn the ufage of
his Name or of the words of the Gofpel, tho it may {cem
to be wholly 1n the way of Sugerftictor: "Thus in their
Amulets, which they call Creomarti) being liztle bits of Pa-
per of two or three fingers bredth, rolld up in picces of
Silk, containing feveral fhort prayers or fentences out of
the Ale.ron, with feveral Circles with other figures, they
ufually infcribe the holy and venerable Name of  j1SU>,
or the figure of the Crofs, or the firlk words of St. Fobw's
Gofpel, and the like.  They ‘hang theém about cheir necks,
or place them under their Arm-pits, or in their Bofom near
their Hearts ( being the fame with what the Gres: call
eyvinmie ) and efpecially when they go to War, as a prefer-
vatives againdt the dangers of it ; and indeed againit any
nusforeune whatfoe ver.Some have them fow’d within their
Caps : and I heard of a Turk who was fo fuperttitious here-
mn, that he always pluckt it off, and was unicover'd, when
he had occafion to ma ¢ water.  Some are {uch Bigots in
their Religion, and fo furious againt Chribians, that not
only they creat them with all imaginable fecorn and con-
ternpt, bur take i il to be fzlam'd or faluted by themn,
asit 1t were the efiect of fiwcinefs or unbecoming familia-
rity. "Theirmali ¢ ageisft che Chriftians ma esthem envy
the rich furs they s cheir Velts with, and it isa trouble
to thefe hypocritioal 7

alots to {oe the Frases ride upon
their fine sivebion Tiories.,

The refocdt which they fhew the Aleoren is wonderful :
they dare not open the Leaves of it with unwalhen hands,
accordiug to the advice or command wiritten in orabe uplon
the
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the Cover, Let no one touch thts Book, but he ihat isclean. ‘They
kifsit, and bend their heads and touch their eyeswith ity
both when they open it and fhut it,

The Fanizaries, when they attend upon Chrifftian Ambafu-
dors to their Audience, fecem to appear 1 their Bravery, and
in a Habit far from thatof a Soldier, being without eithcer
Fire-Arms or Swords ( which later are not worn but in
time of fervice, or when they arc upon a march, or embo-
died, wearing 2 Cap made of Camels hair, with a broad
flap dangling behind, a gilt embroider'd wreath running
round it, and an oblong piece of Brafs rifing up from the
middle of their forechead near a foot, with a great Clubn
their hand, likeinferior Ofhcers «f the Civil Governmernt.,
But when they are inthe Canip, ti2y throw off their upper
Veft, and Turbants, which thoy wear at all other ufual
times, as troublefom, and puco. a Fifs, or red Cap, which
fits clofe to their head, and tuck up tieir Luliman or long
Coat, to their Girdle, that they may be the morce quick
and expedite in their Charge. :

They affe& finery and necatnefs in their Clothes and
Shafhes; notfomuch asa{potto be feen upon them, and
in rainy or fufpicious weather, are very careful how they
go abroad without their Zwmurlicks, which is a kind of Coat
they throw over their heads at fuch times.

Their Pans and Difhes are for the moft part of Copper,

but fo handfozply Tinn'd over, that they look like Sil-
ver, .
There are thoufands of Gypfics or Zinganles in Turkey,
who live the fame idle nafty kind of life, as they doin Chri-
[tendiar, cud pretend to the fame art of telling Fortunes ;
and arc lookt upon as the offscouring of mankind. it is
accounted the extremeft poine of human mifery to be a
{lave to any of this fort of Cattel.

The Haggi, or Pilgrims,that have been at Mecca and Medina,
forbear to drink Wine molt religioufly, out of a perfwafion,
that onc drop would cfface all the merits of that v oub'cfome
and expenfive journey; and fome have been poficit with {fuch
a mad zcal, that they have blinded themi{clves after their #
been bleft with the fight of Mabomer’s Sepulcher.

After Ffarzsb, that 1s, an hour and a half in the night,
throughout the whole year, there is as great a filence in

the ftrects as at midmight: the Empceror sdbmer in the
year
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vear 1611, having made an order, that no one fhould pre-
fume to be out of his houfe after that time ; whichis to this
day moft pun&ually obferved. 'The Boffang: bafhr, wlo has
the command of all the Agiamoglans in the Seraglio, the Topgibafbs
or {uch great Officers attended with a great train of armed
Men, walking the Rounds, and drubbing fuch as they find a-
broad at unfeafonable hours of what Nation or Quality {o-
cver, except Phyficians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries, whom
they allow at all times to vifit the fick.

T'he Turkmans, ( for fo they are peculiarly called, as if they
were the true Defcendents of the old Zurks or Seyrbsans, whofe
wandring kind of life is defcribed by the Poet.

Nulla domus, planftris habitant, migrave per arva
) Mys, atq; errantes circumvectare penases. )
have no fixt refidence any where, but travel with their
Yamilies and Cattle from place to place , carrying their
Wives aud Children upon Camels ; they pitch their Tents u-
fually near Riversand Fountains, for the convemence of wa-~
ter, andaccording as their neceflities require, make a longer
ora fhorter ftay, Their whole Eftate confifts in their nume-
rous Klocks and Herds, which they fell upon occafion to-fup-
ply themfelves with what they want, at the Towns they pafs
by. Their only concern is how to enjoy the Benefits and
Bleflings of Nature, without the troubles and turmoyls and
difquicts of lifc ; being contented and happy in one anothers
Company, void of all ambition and envy, courteous and ha-
mane to Strangers, that may want their Help and Affiftance,
kindly entertamning theim with fuch Provifion, astheir Yolds
afford. Thave met with fome companics of thefe harmlefs
wanderers in my Travels. The Country lies open withour
any Inclofures,and the propriety not being vefted in any one,
they travel thro the Plains unmolefted, and find excellent
pafturage cvery where.  The Zirks till no more ground then
will ferve their neceflities = being fupplied with™ Corn from
w2ypt, and from Moldavia and Walackia, by the way of the black
Sca, letting vaft tradts of ground lic waft and uncultiva-
ted s fo that their Sloth herein fometimes is juftly punithed
with Dcarths.

They have nothing to fhew for their Houfes and Poflefli-
our, but an Hugzer or piece of Faper fublcribed by the Cadi,
if they have acquired them by their mony, or that they
were their Fathers before them.

C

“Auat;Bior

The



[448]

‘The Dervifes generally are melancholy,and place the great-
eft partof their Religion in Abftinence and other Severities,
Some cut their flefh, others vow not to fpeak for fix or fe-
ven years, or all their lives long, tho never fo much provo-
ked or diftrefled. Their Garments are made of a courfe
fort of Wooll or Goats Hair : they are tied up by the vow
of their Order ever from marrying.- Several of this Se&
in the heigth of their religious Phrenzy have attempted up-
on the lives of the Emperors themfelves, (at whofe Go-
vernment they have taken difguft) as Mabomer the fecond,
and Achmer, asif fuch defperate Attempts were fatal to Bi-
gots in all Religions.

They pay a mighty Veneration to any Relique of Mahomet,
his Banner is &till preferved in the Treafury of the Seragiio,
and is lookt upon as the great Security of the Empire.
They believe that it was fent from Heaven, and conveyed
into the hands of Mabomes, by the Angel Gabriel, as a Pledge
and fign of Succefs and Victory in his Battels againft the
Chriftans, and all other Enemies of the Mufulman Faith. It
was {ent to Canda to encourage the Soldiers to endure the fa-
tiguc of that long and tedious Siege 5 and when it was brought
thence after the furrendry of that City, to be depofited in
its ufual place, the Vizr gave feveral Chriftian Slaves, that
row'd in the Gally that was fraught with this holy Ware,
their fiberty. They pretend to have fome Rags of AMako-
22et’s Velt, to which they afcribe grear Virtue. In confi-
dence of which, the Emperor Aebmer, i the time of a great
Fire, which raged at Constantmople, when all other means tail'd,
dipt part of them in water to be fprinkled upon the fire to
rebate the fury of 1t :

Next to the Mufii or Cadaleskires are the Millas, of which
thefe four are the chicfeft in Dignity. The Molla of («lata,
Adrianople, Aleppo, Prufa 5 and after them are reckoned thefe
cight, Stambol Ephendi, Larifsay Mifir Or Casro, Sham Or Dawizjcas,
Diarbekir or Mejopotamia, Cittaia, Sophia, Phalippr,

The Pricfts have no habit peculiar to their Profeflion,
whereby they arce diftinguifh'd from others. 1t they are pur
from their Mofchs for mifcarriage or neglect of doing themr
duty, orif they think fit to refign and be Pricts no longer,
they may betake themiclves withour any fcandal to fecular
Employments, their former Character and Quality wholly

ceafing,  While thiey renan Pricits, they counterfeit a more
rhei
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thenordinary gravity in their difcourfe and walking : and af -
feet towear Turbants fwelling out, and made up with mor¢
crofs folds : which was all the difference which 1 could ob-
ferve by their head Attire, which is various, tho 1 ¢ould not
find that this was conftantly and ftrictly obferved.

It Byram time, which is the great feftival of the year, at
which time every one looks cheerfully and merrily, among
other figns of mutual Refpe&, they befprinkle one another
with fwcet water.  They induige to feveral fports : and fome
arc mightily pleafed with {winging in the opcntair, the ordi-
nary fort of people efpecially, paying only a few Afpers for
the diverfion.

The Government is perfectly arbitrary and defpotical ;
the Will and Pleafure of the Emperour having the force and
rowerof a Law, and oftentimes is above it.  His bare Com-
mand without any procefs is enough to take oft’ the head of
any Perfon, (tho never fo Eminent in Dignity : tho ufually
for formality and to filence the murmurings of the Soldiery
and People, the Sentence is confirmed by the AMufr:) Some-
times Bapa’s who have amafled greatr treafuresin their Go-
vernments, are cut oft in their own houfes in the ngidit of
their Retinue,the Meflengcrs of death producing the imperial
Command, ufually fent in a black purfe, and not a {word
drawn in their defenfe. Others, if they are obnoxious to
the leaft Umbrage or Jealoufic, tho difmift the Seraglio with
all poffible demontftrations of the grand Sigrior's Favour, and
with rich Prefents in order to take pofleflion of places of
great command in the Empire, before they have got two or
three days journcy from Constamtinople, have been ovcrtak_cn
and ftrangled.  Inthe Army Commands arc given according
to merit , Courage and Conduét are fure to be rewarded,
the way lying open to the meaneft Soldier to raifc himfelf to
be the chict of his order. But other Preferments depend
upon meer chance, and upon the fanfy of the Empcerour,
whether the Perfon be fit or no, and they are as foon loft.
The leaftill fuccefs or mifcatriage proves oftentimes fatal,
and a more lucky man is put in his place, and he fucceeded
by a third, if unfortunate in a defign, tho managed with ne-
ver fo much Prudence and Valour. They admit of no_here-
ditary Honours, and have no refpect to Defeent or Blood,
evcept the Orroman Family : he only is great and noble, whom
the Emperor favours, and while his Command lafts. Accord-

C 2 ing
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ing to a tradition, that paflcs current amongft them, a Baf-
fa's Son by a Sulrana or a Daughter or Sifter ot the Emperour
can rife no higher then to to be a Sangiachei or Governour of
fome little Province, much inferior to a Bafla and under his
jurifdiction,  Being born of Slaves for the molt part, they
do not pride themielves in their Bireh, very few among them
being fcarce able to give any account of their Grandfathers.
They have no Sirnames, but are diftinguiihed by their pof-
feflions and places of abode, and enjoymg by law a liberty
of having wﬁmt women they pleafe, they have little or no
regard to Alliance or Kindred.

T"heir Empire owes the continuance of its being to the fe-
verity of the Government , which oftentimes’ takes place
without regard cither to Juftice or iquity, and to their fre-
quent Wars, which preventall occafions of mutiny and facti-
on among the Soldiers, which happen frequently when unim-
ploy'd. So that tho ambition may put a warlike Sultan upon
enlarging his territories by new Conquetts,yet reafon of frate
torces a weak and cfteminate Prince, fuch as was fbrabim, to
make War for hisown fecurity. ‘Their politicks are not owing
to Books and Study and the Examples of palt times,but to ¢x-
perient:and the pl);’xiu fuggeftions of nature and commonienie:
T'hey have Rules of Government, which they firmly adhere
to, holding the reins ftrait, efpecially being cruel and inexo-
rable to criminals of ftate, who never are to expect any
mercy or pity.  Their Councils formerly were open,and their
Defigns known, and proclaimed before hand, as it this had
beena bravery becoming their greatnefs, and that they fecorn-
cd to fteal a Conqueft. But they have learned fince the
Artof diflimulation, and can lye and{wcar for their Interctt,
and fcem exceffive in their Carefles to the Minidters of thofe
Countries, which they intend to invade.  But their prepa-
racions for arming are made with {fo much noife, thatan or-
dinary jealoufie 1s foon awakened by it to oppofc them, in
cafe of an Attaque.  They feldom or never care to have War
at both extremes of the Empire at the fame time, and there-
tore they are mighty follicitous to fucure a peace with Chr-
HLondome, when they intend a War upon the Perfur - and ag
much asis poifible, they avoid qun.rz'cliing with two Chriftian
Princes at once, being ufually at league cicher with Poland and
Mifeovy, when they war upon Hamgary, and fo on the contra-
ry ; decading nothing more then an Union of the Chrlun

Princes,
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Princes, bordering upon them, which would prove fo fatal to
their Empire,and quickly put a Period to their greatnefs. For
hereby they would be put upon a neceflity of making a de-
fenfive War to their great lofsand difadvantage, and at laft
cither be forced tobega Peace of the Chriffians, or run the
hazard of loofing all by a further profecution of War.

‘T'his they are very fenfible of, and therefore as they take
all occafion to promote Quarrcls and Diflentions in Hungary
and Zranfylvania, {0 they greatly rejoyce, when the Princcs
of Chrsftendume arc at War onc with another. This is their
great time of advantage, and they know, thatit is their true
mteret to purfue it,tho they do not always, by reafon of the
ill condition of theirown Aftairs make ufc of 1t During the
Civil Wars of Gemany, the Baflas and other Commanders
of the Army were very importunate with the grand Signor,
to make a War on that fide, and to enlarge his Conquelts as
far as Vienna, no conjunéturc having been ever fo favourable
to confummate fuch a defign, 1 which Solyman {o unha pilv
mifcarricd. They promifed him an cafic Victory, affuring
him, that the Animofitics of the Princes of the Empire were
fo heightned, that there was no room left for a Reconcilia-
tion, that he was but to go in the head of an Army to take
poflcilion, and that 4#éfre would furrender at the firft news
of his march towards it. 'The Emperor was not to be moved
at that time by thefe infinuations and plaufible difcourics ;
being continually urgea, he asoften denyed.  One day when
they came to renew their advice about the German War, he
having given order before, that feveral dogs fhould be kept
for fome days without meat, commanded that they thould
be brought out, being almoft ftarved, and meat thrown a-
mong them ; whercupon they fnarled and bit one another :
in the miditof their noife and fighting, he caufed a Bear to
beletloofe in the fame Arcas the Dogs forgetting their meat,
and leaving off their fighting,ran ail upon the Bear, ready to
prey upon them fingly and at laft killed him.  This Diver-
fion the Emperor gave his Bafla's, and left them to make the
application.

Acerrain Prophecy of no fmall Authority runs in the minds
of a lthe People,and has gain'd great credit and belief among
thein, that their Empire fhall be ruined by a Northern Na-
tion, which has white and yeliowilli Hair. ‘The interpreta-
toN 1£as various as their Yanfv,  Sowe fix chis Character (}m

the
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the Mulcovites: and the poor Grecks flatter themfelves with
foolifth hopes, that they are to be their Deliverers, and to
refcue them from their flavery, chiefly becaufe they are of
their Communion, andowc their Converfion to the Chrifian
Faith to the Piety and Zeal of the Grecian Bithops formerly.
Others look upon the Sweeds, as the perfons defcrib’d in the
Prophecy, whom they are moft to fear. The Ground and
Original of this fancy I fuppofc is owing to the great Opini-
on, which they have of the Valour and Courage of that
warlike Nation. ‘The great Victories of the Sweeds in Ger-
many under Guftavas Adlphus were loudly proclaimed at Con-
Jtantinople, as if there were no withftanding the fhock and fu-
ry of their Arms: and their continued fuccefles confirmed
the Zurks in their firft belief, and their fears and their jealou-
fies were augmented afterwards, when Charles Guftave, a Prince
of as heroick a Courage, and as grcat Abilitics in the Art
and Management of War as the juftly admired Guitavers,
cntred Poland with his Army , and carried all before him,
feized upon Warfaw and drove Cafimire out of his Kingdom,
and had almoft made an entire and abfolute Conquett, only
a few places holding out. This alarmed the Grand Signor
and the Baffa's ot the Pore, as if the Prophecy were then a-
bout to be fulfilled, who did not Care for the company of
fuch troublefome Neighbours, who might pufhon their Vi-
¢tories, and joyning with the Coffacks, advance their Arms
further, and make their Country the fcat of a War, which
might draw after it fatal confequences. To prevent which,
Couriers arc difpatch’'d from Constantnsple to Rapotsk;, Prince
of Tranfylvanie, then in concert with the Swe:ds, to command
him to retire with his Army out of Poland, as he valued the
peace and {afety of his own Country, and the friendfhip of
the Grand Signor, whofe Tributary he was, and by whofe
favour he had gain'd that Principality : And the Crim-Tartars,
the {fworn Encmics of the Poles, who at that time lay hea-
vy upon them, were wrought upon by the fame Motives and
Reafons of State, to clap up a peace with them, thatbeing
freed from thefe diftractions, thicy might unite their Forces
the better together, and make head againft the Sweeds,

The Ambaffadors of Chresiian Princes, when they are ad-
mitted by the Grand Signor to an Audience, ( their prefents
being then of courfe made, which are look'd upon as due,
not to fay, as an homage ) arc difmiftin few words, and rccfi

ferre
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ferred by him to his #akil or Deputy, as He v{ually ftiles the
chicf Vizir : and a fmall numbcer of their Retinue only per-
mitted the honour of kifling his Veft, and then rudely c-
nough fent away.

The Grand Signors keep up the ftate of the old 4farick
Princes : they do not expofc themfelves often to the view
of the people, unlefs when they ride in Triumph, or up-
on fome fuch folemn QOccafion; when thef' go to the
Mofchs, or divert themfclves in the Fields, cither in Riding
or Hunting, they do not love to be ftared upon, or approch-
ed. It is highly criminal to pry into their Sports, fuch an
infolent cuariofity being often punifhed with death. The
Story is famous ot Merad the Third, who baiting a Bear
in the old Palace with a Matftiff, and cfpying three fellows
upon the Tower of Bajazids Mofch, who had planted them-
felves to fee the Sport, commanded their Heads to be ftruck
off immediately,and be brought before him, which was done
accordingly. Inftances of fuch Capricio’s arc frequent in the
Tukfh Hiftory ; this following hapned during my ftay at
Conrfﬂntim})/«,

Upon the return of Vizir Achmer from Candia, after
the Surrendry of that City, and a happy end put by
him to that tedious and bloody War, he acquainting the
prefent Emperor, then at Adrianple, with the Hiftory of that
famous Sicge at large, made fuch terrible Reprefentations
of their and the Venenans mining and countermining one a-
nother, that the Emperor was refolved out of curiofity to
fee the Experiment made of a thing, that feemed to him
almoftincredible. A Work was foon raifed and undermined,
and above thirty Murderers and Robbers upon the high-way
and fuch like Villains were put into it, as it were to defend
it. The Grand Signor ftood upon an Eminence at fome
confiderable diftance, expeéting the iflue of it; upon a fig-
nal given, the Mine was fprung, and the Fort Demolifhed,
and the poor wretches torn piece-meal to His great fatisfacti-
on and amazement. ,

The Moon is the aufpicious Planet of the Turks : accord-
ing to the courfe of which they celebrate their Feftivals.
They begin their Months from the firft appearance of i,
at which time they choofe, cxcept a delay brings a great
prejudice and inconvenience with it, to begin their
great Altions. The Crefcent is the Enfign of the Em-
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pire, which they paint in their Banners, and place upon
the Spires of their Mofchs. Next to the day of the
appearing Moon, they pitch upon Friday, to fight upon,
to begin a Journey, and efpecially their Pilgrimage to-
ward Mecca, or do any thing Of grcat Confequence, as
very lucky and fortunate,

A Let-



