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INTERNATIONAL
/ Milestone

Last week passed the second anniver-
sary of Munich: Septl. 29, 1938.
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Three Against the U. S.

The momning of Sept. 27, 1930 A.D.,
which corresponds to the 18th year ol
the Fascist Era and the (sth vear of
Showa (the reign of Japan’s Emperor
Hirohito ), dawned clear and quiet in Ber-
lin. There had been no air raid the night
wiore and His Excellency Senor Don
Ramon Serrano Suner, Spain’s Minister
of Government and Falangist Party Lead-
er. had had a good night's sleep. Don
Ramon, who had been a visitor in Berlin
for nearly three weeks, had, as usual, very
little to do. He took a stroll in the direc-
tion of the Chancellery and on the way he
ran into a phalanx of plum-checked school
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was any member of the diplomatic corps|
except slim, suave Sabure Kurusu. who|
represents Japan in Berlin and has o Naa-
phobe American wife. Just outside o l.luur‘

that leads to the offices of Adolf Hitler o)
long table had been plaved, Ambassador \

Kurusu sat there, as did Count Ciano and
Herr von Ribbentrop. Before them, on
the table, lay a thin document in tnplicate,

At precisely 1:15 o'clock in the after-
noon Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop
scrawled his signature at the bottom of the
first copy of the document. addressed him-
self to duplicate and triplicate. Count
Ciano followed him and Ambassador Ku-
rusu signed last. The signing took two
minutes. As Ambassador Kurusu Lnd down
his pen the door behind him opened. With
@ nervous, catlike walk Adolf Hitler came
in. He shook hands with the Ttalian and
Japanese emassanes, sat down next (o
Ciano. Joachim von Ribbentrop stood up

QOrois

Ciano, RI1BBENTROP AND KURUSU IN BERLIN
"_T{l a'fr'fp f:run: Pl'l]r#' to the world.”

children. each carrving three paper flags—
German, Italian and Japanese. They were
on their way 1o the Chancellery to wel-
come  Italy’s Foreign  Minister, Count
Galeazzo Ciano.

Don Ramon was not surprised to <ce the
Hags the children carried, but newspaper
correspondents were. For a fortnight they
had been led to expect that the big Axis
doings which were obviously under wayv had
to do with Don Ramon’s country. While
German  Foreign Minister Joachim von
Ribbentrop conferred with Count Ciano
and Benito Mussolini in Rome they had
filed Forcign-Ottice-inspired  dispatches
about Axis designs on Gibraltar. on the
Near East, on Africa—but hardly a line
about the Far East. This morning they
learned that they had been thoroughly
hoaxed. Lean, hollow-eved Don Ramon had
heen posted in Berlin as a scarecrow to
keep them out of the Axis chicken vard
‘until another batch of eggs had hatched.

When the correspondents were admitted
to the vast Hall of Ambassadors in the
Chancellery, they observed that Don Ra-
mon Serrano Sufer was not there. Neither
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and through a battery of microphones
procecded to tell the world that Lapan had
joined the Axis,

"New Order of Things." The agree-
ment contained only 319 words. consisted
of a preamble and six short articles, The
preamble was bombastic, the articles curl

|
many, Italy and Japan . .

clear, complete. Excerpts.

Preamble: “The Governments of Ger-
- have deeided
to stand by and cooperate with one an-
Lother in regard to their eforts i Greater
\East Asia and regions of Europe respnn
tively, wherein it is their prime purpose to
establish and maintain a new order of
things calculated to promote and maintain
the mutual prosperity and welfare of the
peoples concerned. . . "

Article I: " Japan recognizes and respects
the leadership of Germany and Italy n
the establishment of a new order in Europe.

Article 1I: “"Germany and Italy recog-
nize and respect the leadership of Japan in
the establishment of a new order in Great-
cr East Asia,

Article IT1: “Germany, Italy and Japan

. undertake to assist one another with

all political. economic and military means
when one of the three contracting power-
is attacked by a power at present nob an
volved in the European war or the Uhines
Japanese contlict,

Article TV With the view 1o imple
menting the present pact. joint techmical
commissions, members of which are to tw

‘ appointed by the respective government-
of Germany. Italy and Japan, will mee
| without delay.
Article 1'; ~Germuany, Laly and Japran
affirm that the aforesad terms do not
'.'m}' WLV et the pulillt.ll ~Latus whinh
exists at present between cach ot the
three contraching parties and Soviet Ku-
| 813,
1 Artiele VI " The present puigt . . =hatl
remain i torce ten vears, . . . The high
| contracting parties shall at the request ol
any of them enter mto negotuilions lor
cits renewal,
250,000,000 Sirnng. While Adolr Hnie

ler glowered ot the table top. Joachim von

I Ribbentrop lounched into g specch whinh |

l made clearer than ervsial a faet that W i
crvstal-clear already  the treaty was an ol
hance against the L. S, Uned he

“The pact which has been signed s

military alliinee berween three ot the
Jmightiest States on earthe o o L0 s 1
Chelp to bring peace 1o the world as quickh

us possihle, | Ay State, should e
| hor the intention of nasine i the bl
\rph.l.-t' of the =olution of these problems
l,- [{urn|u- or Eastern Asui. or .I{!,h“.lllu {10
Stule signitorys s 'Fl'lrl't‘-llll“"l jraed
(Wil have o ke on the vntire
[ trated might of three nattons with o
than 2:30.000,000 bl ants. e B

S S S Ak
What Germany. Tady and Lapan Lol
W= simpldyothist o the

said 1o the L.
L. S joins BritNn o the Egfopean wa
the 1 Wb the L2 >

Japan will atvack |
mterferes o the CRis® war or (tnes o
~tap _I.jlullt'ﬂ' (B ST
Htaly will attadde™ in o
L. S ocan th*.([,ij:llll*fll'ij Lo Isalation, the
Rome-Berlin-Tokvo Axi thinks
_M_Lht‘mﬂ P:"‘l:idrl'_t_l‘l piu‘_t_'-_ - o
- No bombshell through the nma.-
ULoS0 State Department was this treals
Ft‘t'fl‘i.ll’_\' of State Cordell Hall Bwweonealiy
ahserved thar 11owas nh'rl'l_\ et her birek
in the structure of ante-U. S0 Japaniese
toreagn podiev which he apparentdy had
||L'-ll;lln‘l| 0l Jltrruu: ns long ago s Pag 5t
But nobody could deny that the treaty
“was a diplomatic defeat for the U, S
which for the first time in 1ts history wos
now encircled by enemies.

From the standpoint of power politics
the pact amounted o raging the ante in
the hope ofdnghtening the U, S,
dropping its hxad so phe Axis could rake
in the pot. But if Ihq{f\xi« hoped to Toght -
en the U, S out of ds exgervthing-short-of -
war policy of hejping Gweat  Britain, it
had almost certanly failed - Since U, S,
security in the Xtlantic—hence liberty to
maintain her Fleet in the Pacific—depends
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on the British Fleet, the UL S, could now
do no less than help Britain more,

The Gamble. Ever since the war began
Giermaany has tried to bring in Japan on
her side. Lately UL S0 aid to Great Britan
has been an increasing menace to Ger-
many. A month ago Germany began put -
ting heavy pressure on Japan, One of Joa-
chim  von  Ribbentrop's  smart tough

vy STAILMER

“Iv worked,

v men Hemrea s von Stahmer, went
b Moscow  1ald _l'l"l'ji!t ~talins man Mw
boton swhat woas atent, and comtmued] o 1
Tokve. There e wias known o~ “Gaers
Nearly
every day e went to see Yosuke Moatsu.
oka.  Japan's ambatious oreien
Nanister who s the hackbone ot Prener
Prince Fuminuiro Konove.

Ciermany nevided Lgeon ot ondy e e
fo neutralize the U S0 bat to threaten the
Far Eastern part of the Brtsh Binpir
Singapore, Hong Kong Nus<tralia New
Zealand. Porewae Mamister Moatsuoka Iy
heved Japan could gamble on Germuany s
winning the war betore the L. S wis
ready, willing., or able 10 jom up agnnst
the Axis m Waorld War 1. Ater twa
weeks of oareument e won o oonver Proinge
Konove and the Emperor.

What Is East Asia? J.pun's gains from
the treaty were not so obvious as those ol
Germany and Tralve And Japan's risks were
preater, But of the UL S0s Kept trom ef-
fective action i the Far East, Japan may
eventually realize her East Asun dream.,
Last week no anthontative  spokesmuan
would define the term Greater East Asia,
but the newspaper Noolr Nich:, which
often  speaks  with  authority, drew s
houndaries i oan article last month, Saad
Nt Nicl

1t s bound on the west by o continu-
ous chom of mountaans tormang 4 Great
Ihivide.” Traong this chamnm of mountaims
from the Bering Strait southwestward to

m.nn"~ lH.nLH! ‘IH'u,I.II. MILNILY
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the Arabian Sca, Nichte Nicly drew a line
which almost coincides with the fronters
of Sibena, gmiving Japan's Greater East
A-1a all of China, French Indo-China,
Suam. Burma and India. The coast line ol
Fast Asia, sand Nicke Niel, extends “lfrom
Northern Nippon southward to Indonesia,
then westward to Cevlon, Asia’s history
Jiows how lang there has bheen intercourse
dong this coast line, No matter how we
ook at this East Asia. it 4= a natural and
insvparahle umt,

Betare embarking on a polincal vourse
vl b may vet bring war with the UL S,
Lipn took one List look backward. For-
cien (e spokesmen ~1IH1¥.1' regretiully or
U. S hosuhity 1o Japanese aims, ol con-
tinued pressure culminating in last week's
cmboargo ol scrap iron Csee po 130 Japan
1~ ~till not abandoning hope of improving
relations with the U, 5., said the Fl'll'l'ign

U=serrazad & Underannas
Foxvoy STEIN HARDT
Hr '.+InrJ'f.'m.h'1r1’.

(Mlle » f"‘,‘nl:.l‘*TH.lH b | L ~“L:h{|}.' cock-
eved, detimitely popeved, swart, squat Ya-
kichiro Sumo.

In Moscow the text of the treaty was
digested Tor 23 hours before its text was
pubbished. Not until three davs after i
was signed did Z'ravda offer the skimpy
comment that Russia had known about nt
i advance.

Russia. long the most hated nation in
the world, became by virtue of the treaty
the most sought-after power in the world,
U. S, Ambassador Laurence Steinhardt,
who had vacatiwmed in the UL S, while the
treaty was hemmg cooked up. paid a hur-
ricd call on Foreign Commissar Viacheslas
Molotov, British Ambassador Sir Stafford
Cripps got busv,  Japanese Ambassador
Yoshitsugn Tatekawa., who hates Com-
munists  but  loves the "simple. pure-
minded Russians.” conferred with German
Ambassador Count Friedrich Werner von
der Schulenburg about the non-aggression
treaty Japan hopes to negotiate with the

U. S. S R, 1o safeguard her northern
fronticr while she conquers Greater East
Asia. Comrades Stalift & Molotov said noth-
ing, Well they know that, while Russia s in-
terests hie with a victory of the London-
Washington Axis. the Berlin-Tokvo Axis
has the U. 5. S R, also encircled.

As Foreign Minister Molotov prepared
to confer with Germany's Ribbentrop
Berlin let 1t be known that in the new
world Germany hopes to create. Kussi
would have her sphere of influence, Ths
sphere would lie between German Europe
and  Japanese East Asia, but its exact
boundaries were not marked, Russin does
and must alwavs fear German expansion
castward more than anything else, and it
was doubttful list week if anvihing Joo-
chim von Ribbentrop could say or sign
would reassure Comrade Stalin on  that
point. Best het was that Russia would
continue to play hall with the Axis against
Greal  Botain tor self-protection.  hut
would stund ready to change sides if ever
Britain and the U, S, appeared about to
win the game.

What of China? If Russia and Japan
can reach an agreement on spheres of
influence in China, China may find her-
self Poland. But if Russia continues to
send supplies to the Chinese, China mav
gain by the pact. Last week the UL S,
gave China a $235.000,000 credit. and
Britain will doubtless reopen the Burma

ForeioS MiINISTER MATSUOKA
He gambled.

Road. Both Britain and the U, S, now
desperately need Chinas aid in keeping
Japan too busy to spread out into the
East Indies, :
“"The turning point of history™ was
what Japan's Prince Konove called the
(reaty, Reactuions throughout the world
showed that this might be true. To China
a U. S.-Japanese war appeared inevitable.
To Spain the U, S seemed faced with a
dilemma: intervene immediately or aban-
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INTERNATIONAL
Thunder in the East

The Fascist Alliance was one week old
last week. The capitals of the world had
had time to digest it, to react, The reac-
tions were various, manging from frank
jubilation in Berhin and Rome to London’s
grim decision to reopen the Burma Road
in the face of a muttered Japanese threat
that this would bring war. From Maos-
cow, where the balance of world power
now lies, there was no news,

Washington still held to its tortuous
course midw;.}* between .'lplw:ht.'nw::l and
action, while the Navy itched for a go at
the little vellow men in their big boats
(se¢ p. 32). As usual UL S, publie opinion
was slow to react, because its leaders had
as vet to give it clue or cue. The State De-
partment, in this month before election,
was even charier than usual of taking a
firm stand until 1t knew what the reaction
wins. But in Tokvo, where the Govern-
ment not only informs bhut makes public
apinion, there were many signs that Japan
mtended to force the UL S, to take its
sund. Every official and  semi-official
spokesman who opened his mouth—and
the Japanese talked plenty last week—let
it be known that Japan copsiders the
Fascist Alliance a challenge to the UL S.

First official to sound off was Foreign
Minister Yosuke Matsuoka, who has a big
reputation for talking, In an interview
given (o Intemmational News Service's
Larry Smith, the Foreign Minister was
quoted as follows:

“Japan will be compelled to fHight the
United States if our sister nation on the
shores of the Pacific enters the war in
Europe. 1 thng this challenge to America:
If she in her contentment is going to
hlindly and stubbornly stick to the status
que w the Pacihe, then we will fight
America. For it would be better to perish
than to maintain the status guo.

“I have always considered America my
second home land.® I have alwavs known
the American people as a good and decent
prople, so it grieves me to realize that to-
day America is the most unprogressive
nation on earth. . . . It s moe for the
United States to sav that we must settle
evervthing peacefully, but if we wait for
America we must perish in the vears of
waiting. 50 I say to Amernica: Now is the
hime for action, and Japan will not hesitate
when its hour arrives.”

It was not until two davs later. after
Washington had unofficially called the in-
terview an insult, that Foreign Minister
Matsuoka decided that perhaps he had
talked too much. The Japanese Foreign
Office explained that Mr. Matsuoka had

% Yosuke Matsuoka graduated from the Uni-
versity of Oregon Law School in 1900, has been
a loyal, dues-paving member of the Oregon Alumni
Association for 20 years. This week in a “report
to my Alma Mater” in the alumni magazine, he
wrote feclingly of Japanese aims in polite, mean-
ingless platitudes,

heen talking off the record to a “"magazine
artist,” gave its “official” version of the

mterview :

“The treaty speaks for itseli, Japan
would have ta fight America if America
entered the European War, But that s an
eventuality that 1 shudder even to think
of.”

Next speaker to take the stump was
sleepy-eved  Premier  P'rince Fumimaro
Konove himself, Said he: “Should the
United States refuse to understand the
real intention of Japan, Germany and
Italy, and persist in challenging them in
the belief that the pact among them rep-
resents a4 hostile action, there will be no
other course open to them than to go to
war.”

Foreign Office Spokesman Yakichiro
Suma chimed in with the assertion that
the U, S. is “taking step after step in the
wrong direction, which might precipitate
her into the vortex of armed contlict.”
Spokesman Suma paid his respects to a
suggestion by Publisher Roy Wilson How-
ard that the U, S, send a commission 1o
Japan to improve Ul S.-Japanese relations,
Such a commission could be effective only
if the two Governments were n agreement
on fundamentals, said Yakichiro Suma,
“and they have no mutual grounds any
more,

Japanese newspapers went all the way
out on the limb. In Nicht Nichi, National-
15t Leader Seigo Nakano proposed that

pﬂui Dl.'.-"'l"' i

Jarax’s Koxove
“Should the United States persist. . . "

Japan take over the foreign concessions in
Shanghai and Tientsin, restore Hong Kong
to China (i.e., to Japan's puppet Govern-
ment at Nanking) and “restore The Neth-
erlands Indies as.an Asiatic country.” In a
telegram to Publisher Howard, Director
Hoshio Mitsunaga of the Nippon Press
Association suggested that the U, S, can
prevent a crisis if it “abandons its forti-

FOREIGN NEWS

fications at PPearl Harbor, Guam and the
Midwav Islands, gives up it~ supyport ol
Chiang Kami-shek and restores trade (o
normalcy,”

By such words as those spoken Lt
week, as well as by fundamental disagre
ment~, wirs are made, Oty the L, S
kr;:l ~1lent, but there were those whe
adked back, Armived in the UL S, from
Shanghar,  Publisher Comelius Vander
Starr of the Shanghoay Exommge Posr 7
Mercury did his hit to fun the smoldenine
crisis by telling Manhattan reporters that
Japan was a fiftherate power whose prn
cipal weapon was blut, “Regardless ot her
bombast, Japan will under no circum-
<tances sk oactual war with Amernica.
said lean Publisher Starr, whom the Jage
anese have separated not only from his
newspaper but from the Lirgest insurance
business 1 the Far East.

At week's end hights burned late in the
old grey State Department building
Washington, If Cordell Hull & Co. wen
not talking, at least they were pondering
—perhaps preparing to act. Unless the
U, S, owas willing to go all-out against Ja
jram, it would be usecless 1o -.!,1“ an emburgo
on uil, because that would e an invitation
to Japan to take the East Indies, Bur an
agreement with Britan for a string ol
Far Eastern naval bases from New Zea
l:lnd o Sillﬂtllhuﬁ' Wils worth ii”n‘lt'r”lﬂ. A=
were the chances of Japan's nsking W
to keep the UL S, out of Smgapore.

While Washington pondered, the Jopa
nesgy rnminurd {) t'nll*-u“d.lh' lhl'il’ Lf.‘Lil'.-
in French Indo-China moving <outhward
Lowird Singapore Lsee g, 500, They worked
to reach an agreement with Rus<ia that
would enable them to vlose the Chana In-
cident. The httle vellow men were out (o
¢ whether the UL S would scare, A
U, S.-Brtish <tand on md to Chima v
the Hurma Road. plus naval vcoopwration
i the Far East, mught soare them instead,
I neither side wonld <care there wis
hetter than even chance of war.

200th Day 4 4.

On the 18th of Muarch 1940, When the
anow had scarcely gone from the pass -
tween the Waliendorn and  Sattelbwryg
\dolf Hitler and Benito Mussolime <ol
down in o oradroad car at Brennero station
to plan their spring  campoign - agains!
Great Brottan and France, Twentv-tna
dave later war began in Western Europw
with a tlanking movement into Denmuark
and Norwav, Eightv-tive davs Liter Ty
entered the war with a thanking moyement
apainst  collapsing  France.  Ninetv-nine
davs later France fell.

Last week, just oo davs after thei
first meeting at Brenner Pass. Adolt Hir-
lvr :.Ind Ht‘t!itn Muf-unlilli met Iht'rr JIIN.
The snow would soon begin to creep dowy
the slopes of the Waolfendorn and Sattel
berg. but that dav a bright sun shone on
the Nower-and-tlag-strewn  station, muade
dust r-lu't'kﬁ dance above the rml et~

Tive, October 14, 1940
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