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INTCRNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FPOx THo FaR LaST
THE UNITED STATLS OF AM_KICA, et &l
~V8
ARAKI, SADAO, et al ;

Sworn Deposition
Deponent:; ODAJIMA, Teadeashi

Having first duly sworn an oath as on sttached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country
I hereby depose as follows,

0 I I have occupied the posts of senior official in the
Prisoners of V.ar Information office and senior member of the
Prisoners of V.ar Supervision Department in the Var kinistry
since March, 1943, and held the rank of. Colonel. The
Prisoners of War Supervision lepartment was abolished in
Novembher, 19L4L5.

During that period, I visited different POV's camps
in the Home island, Korea, Formecsa, Menchuria, etc. I not |
nnly know the fact about the supeivision <f 2.0.V. but also |
many reports forwarded to the PO I-fcormation burseu by '
chiefs of POW's cemps and POV's employzrs. Thersfore, I .
want to tell the facts relating to those matters,

2 At the beginning of 1944, due to the fact vhat the health 1
conditions of POh's were not anprovable, a nzclficetion

concerning the improvement of administraticu of FOW's, was |
1ssued to each Commanding Generasl of the army who was in

charge of administration of POVW's in the name of the Vice-

Minister of l.ar, (U.D. 2007)

3. Dueg to the fact that the sanitary conditions of POWw's
aboerd transport ships were not approvable, a notification
was issued to the units concerned in December, 1942, in

the names of the Vice-Ninister of \\ar and the Sub-Vhief

of the General Staff, so as to call forti thcir/attention
concerning transporiation of POV's. The attsclied is a

copy of this notiiication, of which meaninz wes repeated in
the said notification issued in Mavch. 1944 . (Lxii. 19G65)

L« On Dec., 26, 1943, Maj. Gen. Henmada, Chief of the POW's
Administratica Division, War Ministry, ezpressel the inten-
tion of the Ver Minister Tcjlo to the meeting of the commandants i
of POW camps as to the insdmisibility of inflicnuing (mistreat- ]
ment) upon POV's by explaining to the following effect: q
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The purport of the address.
While admitting that the treatment of POV's must conform to the

circumstances of respective localities, I believe that we ought

to be very careful not to exceed the proper limit at all, prompted
by a sense of hatred. 4s such 1s nothing short of the expression
of antagonism in e petty manner, a thing which is contrary to

our "Bushido” as well as to the first principle of the present
Greater ssiatic l.ar, which itself is a moral war.,

sspecially we must consider the unlimited evils of (mis-
treatment) as they, arising as they do from trivial personal
feelings, will not only ageravate individual Tfeelinge on the
part of thePOli's but will also constitute & msazure [cr the degree
of culture of our country at lar¢e, and ray hzln» the POW con-
cerned in promulgating anti-Japancse propager s ofter his re-
patriation., Noreover, the most 28TG 07 Uns ocivss of mistrestment
can be attributed to the language diffizuli’en ard the improper
understanding of rules end réguiacions oa %hs pest of those in
charge of POV, administrstion, ard 1% scmetimes dczuired that
some of them were knocked down by the eoarmeed PUl. concerned in
revenge. In such an extrenc case our aiszrece will not be
redeemed by the penalty that the POW concerned will receive for

his violence.

In this connection, I expsct that you will be especiglly
¢ereful in directing those under your commend, &nd imrrove every
Possible opportunity to meke the purport of this address Y%nown
L0 svery unit concerned, and slso to every unit or person em-
ploggng POVi's with s view to attain propriety in our trestment
of FOVi'z,

Note: I committed this purport of address to writing in ac-
cordance with my memory, as its original manuscript had besn

destroyed by burning.

5 The army Medieal College is eXpected to perfect the meas-
ures Ior the prevention of epidemics among POl's, and to Provide
for their medicsl treatment. They also considered it proper to
carry out the bacteriological as well as the secilentific rescarch
2f the malnutritinn patients who were many amon¢ POV's, and so
from February, 1943, they carried out various thorough researches,
by a specially detsiled research party, with the POVW's detained
in Tokyeo PO}, Camp. They had their results published and thus
contributed to the promotion of the general state of health of

The circumstance of this investifation and study may be

xnown from two documents, one is the document in the custod
Oof the Japanese Covernment POV, Information Buresu (D.u.2006{,
and the other is (v.DL.2005) attached herewith.

Moereover, in accordance with the results of the above-

mentioned investigation and study, the Tokyo POV Camp took im—
mediate steps as described in the attached. (D.u. 2004)
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b . General Umezu, commander of the Kwantung Army, taking
seriously to heart the POVW's state of health and especially

the number of epidemic cases among them, issued special
instruction in February 1943 to the Chief Supply Officer of

the Kwantung army and the Officer-in-Charge of the Kwanoung
Army's Lnti-infecticn and Water Supply Maip LDepot to the effect
that the medical service at the ukd=n PO Camp be strengthened
by allotting or despatehing many medicual porsonnel to this
cemp, in order to take steps for the immediave restoration

of the POVi's physical strength, and to help and direct the
medical service at this camp (DD 2003)

The annexed (DD 2002-2003) is the copy of the instrue-
tions end the account of the state in which the health ser-

vice was carried out.

e From a letter found among the efTects left by the late
Maj. Gen. M.P. Beckwith Smith, s POV, which was in the custody
of the Japanes= Government PO\ Informastion Sureau, the follow-
ing fsct was revealed:

In 1942, General Yamashita, the Commander of the 25th
Army 8t oin:capmre at that time presented such articles ci
somfort as beer, butter amd cheese along with a cordial letter
of comfort to the general ofricer POW's who were detalned

at Singapnre.,
The attached is a copy of the letter. (D.D.2001)

8, In accordance with srt. 5 of the negulations for the
nreatment of FAW's (Ex 1865) TOW's anjoyasa freei~x of falth
and were allowed to attend religious servicesz of their
respective sact. Morenver, at some PV camps, iriaisters
were specislly asked to officiate the religious services

at the camps.,

And again at Christmas the greatest possible facilities
were specially allowed to the I@W.

as to the funeral ceremonies for a deceased POV it 1is
1sid dowr in Art. 37 of the vetailed kegulatioius for the
Treatment of POV's (Lxh 1965) that proper ceremonies be
abserved accordirg to the rank and status ef the deceased,
and so at easch POV camp such ceremonies were carried out
most solemnly and wreaths were invariably offered on such
oceasions, (DD 2000)

9., The feelings of the nation toward POVW's cannot be
declsred to heve ®ween cordial. As air-raids became more
intensified, and as the number of those who had lost thelr
Xin in the war became more numercus, it was considered thet

these feelings were more agtravated.

In consequence the proper treatment of the POVi's by
the Army was censured everywhere that the srmy was according
ton good treatment to the FCW's. snd z¢gain rOW carp stalfs,
who were direetly concarned in the trectmen®t of PCL's were
looked upon by the nation at lerge witn spatiy, g:1d ware
criticised by them as if they were unpsorictiz tc the state,
There were instances thet such staffs wers disturbed by some
of such unthinking people in the executiocn of their dutiles
in connection with the POW administration.
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The attached shows some examples of such censures and
disturbances. (D.v. 2113)

10. With a view to rectifying the nation's feeling towards
POV's, the Army, before cuartering PO.'s at respective
camps, used to send some members of the staffs concerned to
the localities where such camps were situsted to 2aplain to
the officials and people of the localities, especially to
those who had been granted by the srmy to eniploy the POVI's,
how to treat the POl.'s until they understodd so thoroughly
that there were no fear that undesirable troubles might occur
in this connection. uven after POV's were quartered, the
staff concerned improved svery oprortunity to rectify the
people's i1l feelings towards POV/'s.

And again at some PO\ camps, liaison conference between
the POV camp authorities and the oiganizetions employing
POV, labor were held once or nore a month, in order to prevent
the occurrence of any unpleasant troubles in the treatment
of PO'.'s. (the reports of various POV camp commandants have

been consulted in drawing up this article)

The attached is a copy of record written by some member
of the Port of Osaka Coast Stevedores Union according to his
memory about the remarks made by Ceclonel Murata, the Commandant
of the Osaka POV Camp at the time(v.uv.2114)

1l. The rule laid down in the Internstional Treuaty (Gensral
conference of 1907) thst the retion for DMOL's i3 to be the
same as issued to the members of the capior's army. was
ebserved in the Japasnese army. The annerel table (D.D.1996)
shows the comparison of the amount of stavle tond surplied
resEectively to POW's, the Japanese Army and the Japanese
nation.

The ration for POW's at every POV, camp was almost all
supplied by the Army, and so thers was no case of supply of
such ratinn having ever failed to be carried out,

1he subsidiary foodstuff for IO\.'s aifferent from the
csse of the staple food, was igsusd to POV's from tne AT MY,
not in kind, but in fixed sllowance amount. The POV camp
authorities supplied necessary foodstuff to POW's by pur-
chasing it from deslers or markets with this 1ixed AlluwAance.
But as the nation's feelings towards POV's gradually asggravg-
ted, some people, seeing thut there were considerable di{ference
between the rations issued to the nation on one pert and the
POVW's on the other, and that the PCl 's were daily suvoplied
with .fish, ete., things not to be obtained by the genersl
public, became envious, and they either blamed the D, camp
staffs, who were doing their best in feediug the FPO's or;
as in the case of some of them went so far ss to interfere
with their purchase of foodstuffs.

But the POV camp staffs countinued their efforts single-
mindedly in securing the amount of foodstuff re. uired for
maintaining the PO\['s under their charge in a healihy condi-
tion, in the face ef such undescrved blamss zad inherference.
At every FOW camp, the staffs, in thesir effort tu ¢»tain the
requlred foodstntf smeothly, meintained a close coniact with
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the distributory organizations, and the city, town OT village
authoritigs, pollice stations or agriculturel societies, and
when they found that some one concerned were unreasonable,
they did their best in lesding them to the right pati.

The staffs, when they succeeded in obtaiuing tl.e re-~
quired stuff, paid attention to such details in currying such

foodstuff into the camps as to cover it over, or tc do the
carrying at night, in the sole hope of notv exciting the general

public's antipathy.

Ls the food situation at home became so acute thet it

wes difficult to secure enough fordsturfs through legitimate

distributory organization, tne POV ocemp authorities hed to
increase their efforts 1in this connection.

At every POV cemp hitherto unutilized lend was quickly
turned into kitchen gardens in ths hope of growing corn OT
yegetables to help tae self-supply of at least a porivion
of the foodstuffs required. sometimes tha etsffs had L0 E£O
out far, with truck or, in the extreme cs3s, with WEZONS manpned
by the staffs thamselves, {0 purchase roodstuffe, bt other
times the staffs went iC 2 +ishing pori, beiore dawn and there
waited long for ths erriveal ci £isaing bezts B2 buy Tish from
them at black market prices. Thus itkey Jeft no eIfarTt vniried
for nbteining foondstulTs evel in violesinn cf vha food distribu-

tory system,

Oy camp commandant and

Some troubles eccurred betweenh S
wren he sppoogcied the

the nrgrnizatiors employing POV, lebor.
responsible persons of the companies CY faecbtories wita Te-
quests to supply some reasonable amount of supplementary fcod

to the FOW's.

But most employers of POW laber supplied, out of thelr
foodstuffs in stock, such supplementary food &s mecaroni,
rice-balls, soups or bread to the TOV's in their empily. And
some such employer even supplied %o tas 20h 3 a per1s of such '
food which was orlginslly intendna to Lo issueld “0 uae Japanese
workmen. The attached (D.D. 1993) sliows the result of the in-
vestigation made at the ma3n loselinies in Jupan Froper about

the conditisn of the supplzmentary food issua.

By the strenuous efforts of the IO\ camp stef<s and the

conperation of the POV laber employers, the fceaing of TOv 's was
carried out smecothly, =nc the rotion issuea to &rv jndividual

PO\ amounted tn 3,000 calories OI mOse in nutritinu value, and

this wes considered to be approximately sufficient for
maintaining & PO' 's heslth.

Of course, as vith the specisl locsl circumatances oOT
the effect of the current seé¢son, & part of ICV. O&mpS felt
it extremely diificult 1O abtain subzidisry o0 ~tuffs, with
consecuent decrease 1n the amount of tocd fgavidd %o FO'S8.
But this was only a temporary phenome:ii &na eouwd e NnO means
be properly attriputed to any npegligsnce in duty <n tlie pardv
of the POV camp otaffl coacelruod.

nt in the custody of the +Javanese Govern-
rhe caleulation oi %Hie aMount nf

'y food as jsasucd to

U.1997 and 1999)

According to & docume
ment POV Informetion buresau,
nutritive value of staple and annbsidi
BOVi's is shown in the albtached copy. (D.
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The atteched table shows the comperison of nutrition
value of food issued respectively to FPOW's, the Japanese arny,and

the civil popouletion

As to "teking POV's netional and recial custonms into
considerstion, every POV camp weas Very careful, and especiaglly
they paid :ttention to the issue of breed r:tion, animcl albumen
and fat, es well es to the menners of cooking. «U many POW
camps, baking ovens were provided with, end they had thceir yeast
prepared by their own cooking detail. «t Some other 2J\, camps
POVi's were allowed to do their own cooking end tihey were ulso
consulted in prepuring thellr Lenus, The. attached (o.0.1995) is
a copy of menu of e certaln day at the Hiroshima FOW Lamp.

12, 4s Lo thn medicsl trestment of POW's, every POu camp
staff mede enornious e€ffoits. wnsSpecislly when, with the nrogzress
of the war medicsments greodunlly beccme SO SCaICE thet the
supply from the &LTmy Provea insufvicient, tley were coiipe Lled to
meke sspecianl efforts for the melntenence of POV.'s health, es for
instunce, to obtuin medicaments Iroil gru;¢ ist or to {o to ioun-
tains or fields for collecting herbs.

'he smployers of POV lebor also cooperated with us in
the utmort cerree., some of the easmples of such cooperation
er¢ shown in the attached.

(1) Uolonel llurata, Coumsndsnt of the Osake POV vamp,
sesing th=t many ol PO 's under his chocrre were suifering :rom
undernourishment, instructed Surgeon Lieutenants Nosu and Ohashi
to cerry out a therouph study and investigation nf the situstlon,
The two surgeons obtained useful meterials for informatien sand
published them, and they also esteblished a measure of culre for
this kind of disemse. 1he atteched is the essay born from their

investijation. (U.D. 1994)

(2) 4t the Tekye 2G. Camp, "penicillin', which was then
very difficult te obtain even by the Japanese sarmy, not to speak
8f the oivil populetion, wes once applied to a POV in that camp
for his treatment. (¥rom the report by vol. Sakehsa, Vomriandant

ef the Tokyo POV Camp)

(3) In spring of 1945, Japteln Numajirl, cotlmander of
ashio Branch vemp, believing it to be nost edecucte Msasures
jud' ed from the condition of the patients, thet those gerious
pztients of beri-beri, namely iise, Porter, Uarril, Gutzman,
iuraby and three others totelling ei ht persons should be
transferred to ean infirmary atteched to the Tokyo s.ain velp as
soon &8s possible, anc relying on the excellent slzill of Surgeon
Ceptuin Tokuda, vhief of tie Infirmary, succeeded, after conduct-
in; difficult nerotiztions with verious psrtics concerned despite
many objcctions end blume raised arainst the meassures in prepsi-
ine & special automodile ior the transport of these patients.
At last, these patients wele 1rsnsicrTed &ll the wey from ashio
to Tokyo by sutomobils &nd w.re confined in Shinscawa Infirmary
where they recoverad, It is sonle GO nmiles ravr Tron Aslilo to
Tokyo and ii it hed been a casce cf Jepenese paticnts such werm
treatrient as stated epnove could not heve been expected to Dbe
received from him judging from the traffic situstion prevalent
st th-t time. I =as told the above iniorncetion directly Trom

Captain hunajiri. -
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(k) In the last of 1944 en army sergeant AI%al A and an
ambulance man FUBOTA of Niigata POw Camp who had in critical
condition a case owing to acute pneumonia and they sat up with
the sick POY. throughout three days and nights and at lest they
mace the POV an szcupe from the jaws of death. In this connec-
tion, POV Senior Officer Fulmer nichard B. expressed an ap-
preciation representing all of thePOl. s to the canp autiorities.

(5) On 11 October 1945 the Usaka PNV (amp received un-
expectedly an o:ider Ior the internment of PCW's who had been
transferring to Japen proper aboard tRishon! Meru, heovial
been fatipued due to shipwreck. Due to many caseg,ef dyzentary,
acute colitis and diphtheria emong them, these ¥AW & could not
be transferred from Loji, the landing place, to Tokyo as scheduled

Therefore, following tTne instruction of the senioT
officer, these prisoners O war wc.'e en blos taken into Ysaka
POV, Camp. Thereupon, svall pevsonnel of tsaka FOL. C&mD essumed
the charge of internment and gisposition of thasse patlent POLW's.,
furnishing taem with fauvse, D=WoOpPHAIEDS and tellav paper, €lC.,
which were gatiered Trom the houes of the stalf peradonnel, Tre-
gardless of dsngsrTs for infection with these dises5e3 upon them-
sslves, (aegport of Col.Murata,vommander of Osaka PGV Camp)

(6) Many factories which employed Prisoners of Liar,
gquech as I'ihon Seitetsu Kameaishil Seitetsusho, Eirohata Ssitet-
susho, l‘amaishi kogyoshoe, namioke Zogyosho, wtc. OSsnt a ETeat
cuantity of medicines to POV 's Camp, as ¢ifts, and tried to help

them.

i 0 Cases where Prisoners of lar administrator snd civilian
concerncd recsived several hundreds of letters of thanks,

sddresses of thenks,'or letiers oi gratitude wherein prisoncrs

of war -xpressed gratitude for their Tair treetment as Prisoners
of War; and for their efforts mede foi the sake oOf POV 's happiness,
are too numerous to be mentioned. Three of the representative
cases is shown in thes attached (D.D.1991-1992-1993

14, The text o statement mode by the apostolic Delegation in
Japan in its report to *hn Pope concerning the treatment of

POV's by the Japanese, 1S shown as follrws: 'his is & COPY of
document in the custody of POV. Information Bureau(DD 1990

15 Nfficer Prisoners ef har have never been ordered or en-
forecd to be employed at work. n Officer Prisoancrs of Yar may
be allowed to be employed on work of their own clicosing.” This
is a provision providzd for in &rt. 1 of the Heguiations on
the Viork of Prisoners of war (ix 1965) .Tn <ach cemp, they
encouraged officer Prisoners of War to be
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employed on work of their own choosing with various reasons,
With respect to the work of officer Prisoners of War notification,
dated June 3, 1942, was made from Director of POW Aministration
Division of War Ministry to the units concerned, requesting that
oli:oﬁcer Prisoners of War should be enployed on work of their own
choosging,

In the said notification, it was added that the folloving types
of work were appropriate for the officer Prisoncrs of War to be
employed, also it was requested that thair rankd and positions
were taken into considoration, and imposition of hard work or the
like was avoided,

1, Various works wherein techniques and sciences being utilized,
2. Agriculture,

3. Raising of live stocks and domestic fowls,

4e Supervision for the general labor Prisoners of War,

5« Description of data for the history of Mar, '

6, Affairs of propaganda,

7s Other works which are deemed appropriate to emply then,

How the officer Prisoners of Par were encouraged to be employed
on work is shown as follows:

(1) Officer Prisoners of War were encouraged to be employed on
work for the purpose of health,

It is more harmful than good for health to lead an idle life,

weak, thercefore, Gncouragement was given to them to engoge in
slight farm vork or raising of Iive stocks,

(2) Also for the purpose of rectifying the Japanese people's
feeling toward Prisoners of "ar, they were encouraged to be
employed on work,

It was afraid that the fact that those officer FOVs who were
not employed on work were allowed to recoive much more ration
than that of Japanese nationals and Japanesc Military officers,
would be the cause of aggravating national ill~foelings toward
POVis; which would, in consequence, bo the cause of occurance
of bad influence upon adninistretion of ®hole POVs,

Thereupon, explaining that, under'the atate of ‘war; every
country in the world had deep anxieties respectively regarding
the food distribution, and that, oven though they were in
captivity, it was their human duty to be employed more or less
in the work of self-supporting, they were encouraged to be
employed on work, :

(3) From a parent's heart whose desire was that an increased ration
be given to officer Prisoners of lar, considering the food
situation in Janan, officer Prisoners of War were so encouraged
to be employed on work.

With the du.alopment of the war, the food situation in Japan

-

-8-"

F B il




—_ — R — e = {
i -".
e ¥
Def, Doce # 2173 (Revised)
- 9 -~

;

became more and more difficult, and the staple food for both i
military personnel and nationals were inevitably decreased, -

besides, it became difficult all the more to obtain subsidéary

foodstuff, -

This state of affairs inevitably affected Prisoners of Var,
Whereas, up to June 1944, officer Prisocners of “'ar nad received *
420 grams of staple food ration and non-commissionec-dfficer and ,
private Prisoners of VWar had received 570 grams (however, addi- *
tional amount of ration up to 220 over 57 grams was increased

in accordance with the type of work and condition of indvidual
health), on and after June 1944, the amount of staple food for
‘officer Prisoners of War was decreased to 390 grams, and for
those non-commissioned«officers and privates who were enw

ployed on hard work was decreased to 705 grams, and for those

who were not employed on hard work, was decreased to 570 grams,
Decreased staple food, however, would be no harm to health

provids t the subsidary foodstuff was sunplied sufficiently.
It bec gradunlly difficult, as stated above, to obtain these
subsidiary foodstuff, above all, the nutritive value which
officer Prisorers of War who were not employed on hard work

could take, showed pgmaduallya declining trend, Nevortheless,
the nmutritive value taken by these Prisoners of War was much
higher thaon that of the Japanese people., In view of the hesglth
condition of w.{icer Priconcrs of War in Zentsuji POV Camp in
vhich many officcr Prigoners of War were .interned, a plan was
made to increase especially the staple food of off'icer Prisoners
of Far up to 500 grams for vhich investigaiinn had been made
carefully under the ceatral military avthorities concerned,

The plan, however. ended to o mere atteupl proving that to
distribute one and a half times more steple food for Prisoners

of War than that for the peneral Japanese pecple, was not deemed
to be adequate in view of food situvation in Japan and from the
point of view of proper puideacec af +ha Jananese nui’onals,
Thereupon, with the intention tv supply the sanc quantity of
staple food for the officer Prisoncrs of War as that for the |
nonsgparissioped-officers and privates, treating the officer POMs
as if being employed on hard work by assigning a slight self-
supporting work for maintaining ileir health, also with another
intention to grant them an adaitional allcowance of crops grown

by fam work, they were encouraged Lo be employed on work,

It mas neither with any intention to exvploit the labor facility
of Of'ficer Frisoners of Wer in order to relievaz the shortage of
labor facilities in Japan, nor with any intention to offer an
insult to them without making much of ‘hiirpositions as officer,
but with the parent's heart of the Prisoners of War administrators
concerned who encouraged the officer PO¥s, for their owvm happiness,

-9-
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An actual case where Officer Prisoners of War were employed onm
work of their omm choosing, is described in a document in the
custody of POW Information Bureau as whowm in the seperate sheet,

(DD, 1989)

Violence on Prisoners of War,

The Japanese are generally shortetempered and are in the habit of
getting excited at trifles, Also, it was especially the case with
military units thot, despite the strict wupervision and instruction
of the senior officer, habit of inflicting the so-ealled private
punishment, by assaulting the subordinate, from a slight cause mas
not extinct, Therefore, in a case where misconduet was committed
by a Prisoner of War, for instance, failure in acting up to rce
gulations or assuming g diaobedien& or haughty attitude, 11legitis
mate punishment was liable to be inflicted on the Prisoner of Vap
without discrimination,

These were the factual cases for which I must exprss my sincere
regret,

It is presumed that in most cases this violent behavior would not
have been conducted if oup officers had been acquainted with their
manners and customs and had understood their languages,

For instance, when a certain mn-cmniuuioned-ofﬁcerqco&ddd' a
Prisoner of War at a POV o the Prisoner of War re Hed "I think
80 and so," Eye-wittnessin;mgﬁe tongus put out nat when he
said "thiak" the non-commissioned officer inflicted & blow on him
with rage in a moment presuming that he was insulted by the behavior
of the Prisoner of Wap: vhen some Prisoners of War were scolded by
others, the former would gase at the latter's face folding their
arms, unlike a Japansse custom, which was liable to be regarded by
the Japanese, as very haughty attitude,

Of course, in Prisonsr of War Administration Division they prepared
notificatiens on manners ang customs of Prisoners of War and
transmitted them to Prisoner of War Camps as an aid to put out
troubles to be caused from misunderstanding,

The trials resently conducted at the Yokohamg Mil.%ary Tribunal

testify to the fact that cases of some of the PO Camp Staff members
having had inflicteq violence upon POWS

But on the other hand, it was always with a sense of respect that

I witnessed, while my vislts of observation to POV camps, the staffs
of such camps concentrating all their efforts, in the face of
various abuses and interforence of the nation who had no cordial
feelings toward the FOWs, in obtairmin foodstuff, medicaments. or
in completing their arrangements for the protection against colg or

I;dg.r'np, being inspired by a sense of gemuine friendship toward the
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A certain N.C,0,, now being detained at the Sugamo Prison was
akleged to have assaulted the responsible porson of a organizatioun,
which then was employing POW labour, out of his indipgsation. forcike
employer's lack of enthusiams towards the POTs under his employ,
The injured person lodged a protest to me personally against the
N.C.0, on the occasion of my visit to that organization, At other
time the fact came to my knowledge that a certain interpreter
attached to a POV camp, though he had the habit ot etiking a POV
from a slight cause, would, when a POV happened to fall sick,
attend on him whole-heartedly almost without baking any rest or
food, with the natural result that he was always popular with the
PO¥s in spite of his bad habit, From these facts I can assure vonu

that the POV camp staffs were real guardians for the Prisoner~ ~¥
War under their charge,

Measures Relative to the disposition of POW's in case
of Gradual Change in the Situation (army, Asia, Secret,
No.2257) Aimed at the Following Two Points:(Ex.No.1978)

(1) To transfer POV campd in order to avoid, by sall means,
the giving up of POW's to enemy hands, and to prevent,
as much as possible, POW casualties which might be
inflicted by the air-raids.

(2) Not to meke any mistskes in disposition in the event
we were obliged to resort to emergency meassurcs
against POW's, owing to unavoidable circumstences,

.8s stated asbove, this notification was mede in order
to protect POW's, and did not bear any implic=tion

of mistreatment towerds them. 4s a result, o the
purpose of preventing POW casualties 5o tis Loi0st,
about 10,000 POW s held in our hoasland wer~ removed
from the lokyo-Yokohama area, Nes . Osaks , fobe,
Hakodate, Muroran areass, where ¢° L 1ds ware ex-
pected to be intensified, to suc. ..zwes des31: to be
comparatively safe from sir-raids ss the TOh LY,
HOKUROKU areas and the interior psrts of HOKVAIDO.

Thenks to these steps tsken, cusualties inflicted

by air-ruaids upon the PO\ 's were smaller then our
expectaticns, hardly emount: iz to 100. &S a matter
of fact, more than 13 place~ of the evacuated camps

in the Tcliyo and Osske erea- nad actugally been bombed.

It was from March, 1942 that the 20W Information Buresau
began its communications with regard Lo the POW situation.
Up to August 1945, the number of POW's and internees
reported wes about 210,000, and since then up to AUgUStT
1947 approximately 1¢0,000 cases were repcrted, totalling
340,000, The number ‘of the deceased reported of the
POV s and the internees numbered asbout L5,000 cases.

The POW Information- Bureau also undertook to relesase
communication with regard to enemy personnel killed in

action. Up to August 1945, they reported on sbout 11,000
ceses.

In addition, the POW Information Bureau took it upon them=~
selves to answer, with sincerity, any ingquiries relative
to POW's. They had answered sbout 1,000 cases, up to
august 1945.
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. On this 29th day of August 1947
B At IMTFE ’

: stateme t was sworn by the Letonent,
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On the seame date
At |

—=p
ool

P
Y =

W

e i

sk

OATH

TRy AT DA

Wl
. =
fw s

-—-_-.T-.-_-!.I‘-:-I!.'hﬂ =3 ¥

==

-12~-

r

BT

A

o ——
sy .

ARy T oo v Lo
y

o I
- e S

|

*

N o= EMM e T TS e L ook :m_mzmmﬂﬂ MM.MWFE ‘lﬁf‘iﬂfh’lﬂi’fﬂﬁ"“' "ﬁ.. R T

I, hereby certify that the above

:f

3

?

& ’ | Deponent: /S/ ODAJIMA, Tadashi (seal)
) _ S s

.

who affixed his signature

and seal ther,Lu i1 the presence of this witness.,

VWitness: /S/ (seal)

In accordance with my conscience I cwear to tell the whole
truth withholding nothing and a.ding ncthing.

/s/

(seal)
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