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Division of Origin:' Naval inalysis DRivision.

Subject: Operations of the Jepancse Twelfth nir Fleet in the
KURILES and NORTH FaCIFLC.

Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Commander SHIMaDs, Koichl, IJN, an aviation observer, served
as alr Officer on the Sta%f of the Combined Fleet, flagshilp

MUS4LSHI, from May 1943 until Merch 1944 when he beceme &ir
Officer on the Staff of the North East iArea Fleet, based a-
shore at KATiOKA, SHIMUSHHU, in the KURILES ond at CHITOSE
on HOKKLIDO. Commander SHIMADA is a reguler officer with

18 yeers service.
Where interviewed: Roem 618, MEIJI Building
Interrogator: J. S. Russell, Captain, USN
Interpreter: R. P. Browm, Lt.(jg), USNR

Other ~llied Officers Present: None.

RESTRICTED
311-1-~




\ EBRSIRICTED
Narrative of Interrogation (Commander SHIMADA, Koichi, IJN)
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NARRATIVE

As of March, 1944, the NORTHEAST AREA FLELT was made up of a
surface force, = the piPTH FLEET, comprised of one cruiser division

and a destroyer squadron, = and an air force, - the TWZLFTH AIR
FLEET.

The 12th alr Fleet orgenization was as follows:
12th Air Fleet, Vice admiral Michitaro TOTSUK..,
27th Alr Flotills, Vice admiral Teiichi MaTSUNuGA.

36 land besed etteck planes -~ type 1 (BETTY 22)

36 fighters - type zero (ZEKE)

36 carrier based attack plenes - type 97 (KATE)

12 reconnaissance float plaznes, 3-seat (JAKE)

12 flyiag borts - type 2 (EMILY)
51lst Air Flotilla, Reer admiral Sadayoshi YAM.DA.

72 fighters - type zero ZEKE)

9 night fighters = Gekko (IKVING)
36 land based attack plenes - type 1 (BETTY 22)
36 carrier based attaock plenes - type 97 (KaATE
72 Carrier bzsed bombers - type 99 (VAL 22)

9 transports =-DC-3 (TaBEY)

The 12th air Fleet had aveiloble to it in the KURILES the
fellowing air beses:
KATLOKG, SHIMUSHU

(2) =~ regular land plane bese with ample runways and =
permonent deteil of about 150 aviation personnel.

(b) 4 seaplene base, ice-free in summer only, on Lake
BETTOBl, Here there were buoys, but no runways, and
water revements dug inko the shore line.

PARLMUSHIRO |

(a) KaKUMaBITSU - 4 secondery land end sea plene base with
2 single 1200 meter (4,000 ft.) runwecy.

(b) SURIB&CHI - Landplene htase with 2 1200 meter runways.

(c) MUSASHI- Landplene base with 2 or 3 1200 meter runways.

I‘x‘ri n T S [W "!F P ¥
A lendplene bese with 1-1200 meter (4,000 ft.), end 1-1,000
meter (3,230 ft.) runway. No seecplene fecilities zshore.
LTOROFU

(a) TEUNZI - 4 londplare bese with 1-1200 meter -nd 1-1,000
meter runwayes

(b) TOSHIMOYE L.KE - A seaplene becse, ice-free in the summen

The mission of the North E:ost nrea Fleet wes to provide genercl
escort cnd defensive cover for shipping betvesn CHISHIN.. BETTO
(KURILES) and HONSHU.

The 27th «ir Flotillz in Merch 1944 wes bosed of TATEYHME at
the end of CiIBa& pennisula, TOKYO arez, ond ct TOYOHuSHL in the
Ni.GOYx &rez. In april, 36 fighters went to MISAWA, ot the northern
end of HON5SHU, end were to continue moving northyos weather lmproved,
to three cirfields on HOKKAIDO in the vicinity of SHIBETSU. However
the HOKKAIDO cirfields were not ready in June, 1944, when the S4lPAN
operation took plece most of the fighters were ordered to IWO JIlMa.
Prom IWO thiszs detzchment went to the KiNTO PLAIN (TOKYO 2rea). The
remainder of the 27th Al® Flotilla iolned the Combined Fleet 1in
June, 1944,

The 51lst gir Flotille in Mezrch, 1944, wes in theée meln 1sl:znds
of Jepen at TSUIKI end OITs& on KYUSHUj; ot TOYOHASHI necr N.GOY4,
and MOB&Rs in the TOKYO crea, In late april and eerly May the
Flotilla moved to HOKKAIDO, thence deployed into the KURILZS to
provide ¢1r cover for convoys3
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In hAugust the Flotilla returned to HOKX4lIDO, leaving 12 earrier
besed ettack planes &t LaTuOKn. Of these 6 returned in November
»nd the other 6 stoyed 211 winter., From HOKKAIDO the remeinder

of the 51st Flotilla returned to the KiNTO PLAIN earea snd to
KYUSHU, because of tae EEYTE operations. 3 or 4 transports steyed

in the north. Later some »of the Flotille went to FORMOSs end ‘some
to the PHILIPFINES.

Commander North Erst area Fleet maintcined his headquarters et
CHITOSE on HOXKX,IDO, but moved north by zir transport to base at
KiLTiOKsa during the period 20 April to 10 August 1944.

The deployment of units of the 12th air Fleet is shewn in the
table of appendix (A).

During the summer there were almost deily American air attacks
against Japanese beses and shipping in the NORTH KURILES. There was
severe damcge to a picket boat line which was meintained on a 200
mile radius from KaTAOKi, - 5 or 6 boats were sunk. Some damage

wes done ashore,with 2 or 3 planes destroyed on the ground &t
MUSASHI,

Between June and September there were four bombardments by
surface chips. Two egeinst MUS&SHI destroyed 12 or 13 planes, dam=
aged some buildings, and ccused 1light personnel casualties. Two
ageinst MaTSUWs demaged buildings «nd instellations. No ship above
500 tons wes sunk by eir or surfeace action, however there were meny
sunk by submarine, = cbout 20.

During Commcnder SAIMiDa's duty on the Staff of Commeander
North East area Fleet, the sinking of 2 United Stctes submarines was
claimed by Japanese aircraft. In april 1944 & carrier type bomber
dove from 500-600 meters (1,640-1,970 ft.) on a United States sub-
merine which was cruising ot periscope depth off ATOROFU. The plane
relecsed ore 250 kilogrem bemb fuzed with & time fuze 1O detonate at
a fixed depth. 4 direct hit was mzde and one end of the submrarine
1ifted out of weter as the submarine sznk., There were no surviors,
-nd no identificetion of the submerine was made. In hugus? L9,
off P&«RaMUSHIRO, & twin float reconnaissance plone made a GQlving
sttack on = Unftad States submerine. After the underweter exn..csior
of a 250 kilogrem bpbonb the submarine made & 180 degree submarged
turn treiling oil and wes presumed to sink immediately therearlter
because the oil slick ended in & coneentrated patch of oil which
persisted for 4 days.

Jepanese plene losses during the period were:?
In combet - 1 night fighter, GEKKO (IRVING)
Operctionsl - 5C-60 totel of &ll types
Bombing - 5-6-plsncs total
Nevel bombardment - 12-13 planes total

Operctionsl losses were perticularly high in the 5lst Air
Flotilla because of inexperienced pilots opereting Irom 1C¥ runwayss
The hesviest losses were in fighter planes. 2 or more planes ran
into mountains in snow storms, 5 or 6 were lost in foge. 1lhere was
mach trouble due to icing of wings, control surfaces, and windshield
Fog was a great hazard ana frequently flights were weathered out of
their own fields and had to land in fields on the lee side of moun-—
tzins. Radio beascons were installed at all principal air bases and

radio direction finders were used in planes, = but not TOO success=
fully.
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The loss of two Americean planes were considered confirmed
by Commender SHIMADA, In June or July, 1944, z B-25 or Venturs was
snot down over the sea off SHIMUSHU by Japaneso fighters, and wsas
seen to crash in the weater. In August or September a B-éS strefing
and bombing ¢ plcket boat collided with the mast of the craft znd
crasned in the sea. 3 survivors were picked up. In zbout 16 other
instances Japenese fighters reported thet planes smoked, but dew
Seended into the fog so that destruction could not be aSﬂerfalned
Americen plane types identified in air attacks zgzinst the NORTH
{UKILES were the B-25, B- 24, and the Ventura. The last, he said

was a difficult target for flghters because of its hlvh speed and
good maneuverability.
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Fb 72 MATSUWA & T PARAMUSHIRO 12 CHITOSETH CHITOGE 90
EIHORO 80 BIHORO 75
Flo 36 e CHITOSE PARAIUSHIRO18 —-— ————— o BIHQRO 36 —— ——
CHITOSE 30
O el B SHIMUSHU 4 AR R CHITOSE O e e
et CHITOSE 6
mﬁn—ﬂ&&—-:ﬂ-—ﬂ&‘.ﬁ—-—.__.—__._.._............_........_......................_..............................____.._..__._._._._.._..__.a.._.....__...—_-.__.—_-.-—-——--—----—----——-—-—-———-—--—-—.---—--.
Fc - Fighter The figures given are Por* normal
Fo - Carrier attack plane complement. Additionally an immediate
Fb - Carrier bomber reserve ol one—-third of complement was kept
¥lo - Land attack on hand.,

Fsr - Flaatreconaissance
FA - Flying boat
Fnec - Night fighter Appendix (A)
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