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SEADQUART 0O
U.ioSTRATEGIC BOLEBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO #234
c/o Fostmaster, San Francisco

IVT<RROGATION NO. 137 PLACE: TOKYO
TIHE & DATE 24 Oet. 45.

DIVISION OF ORIGIN: .i:ORALE.
Tersonnel interrogated and background of eachs:

My, AKABANE, YUTakA, Vice=-Chief Cabinet Iaformation L
Bureau.

Vimere interviewed: ilome ilinistry, ur. AKABANE'S Office.
Interrogator: Lt., Condr., A.H. LEIGETON
Interpreter: None.

A11ied Officers Present: lajor Conrad ARENSoLiG.

SUILIARY ¢

Lorale control described - From a meetlng of the Board
of Information with army, Navy and other ninistry represent-
atives, decisions in regard to propaganda problemrs would be
achieved, Board of I~formation would then instruct all organs
of publication, radio, anda the repional chiefs, who in turn
instructed the prefectural governors and so on down the line
to the lowest branches of the Government. The Doard of
Information also sent out men to lecture in different parts
of Japan. The policy-naking neetings of the Eoard were not
regular, but celled hen the occasion dictated.

The Japanese policy of always promising that the next
battle would be victorious and of claiming victories where
therewere none gradually undernined the confidence of the
people. Thisbe:zan at Guadalcanal, but becane most narked
after Leyte.

Durins the last year of the war there was considerable
friction between the people ana the ..inistry, each blaming
the other for defeats. There was no imnortant friction
between unper and lower classes, OTr between the Japanesecand
the Chinecse or horeans in Japan, though some of the inported
1abor from both China and forea gave SONC trouble. In the last
year of the war, there was a zood deal of ill-feeling between
the residents of rural districts and smell towns on the one
hand and the evacuated city dwellers on the other. The evacuees
orowded the country people, caused prices to soar and did not
contribute useful work to life in the country.

The main propaganda lines of the Board of Information
were (1) To inecrcase the production of planes, (2) increase
the production of food, and (3) to maintain morale (confidence
in vietory)
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