Militery CL#*"

RRFE 42 30 March 1944

While Tokyo sees the danger of the development of American sufply baces
in the Central and South Pacific, she istgonfiﬁegtNi;i:zE:Eou::rabout
defenses cannot be penetrated. At = me whe 3 iy e
r he China continent" he sees in
advancing from the Centtl Psc to t : g
d when dacArthmr "shoute abou

path the Japanese fleet. An ot F i o o L

» of the Philippines it is our Army force... . :
EistE;:ams.“ "eself the supply of om mighty invineible Armg and
Navy 1e perfect, the destruction of the United Stateg_yill e an
insignificant problem." (March 19)

AAtss, . ;zﬁyﬁfﬂiﬁf
INTERRCGATION 103 (UsBSS NO, 37¢€) =33
(NAV NO, 75)

Subject: Japanese Var Plans and Peace lioves,

As I stated yesterday

)
war as the Battn

» Should have reavizeg
. eir minds for the future
accordingly, iding, the gene lic got the impression that
the Battie of Vidway star i

withdrawa’ from GuaD
for the Japanese force

bublime operation and On the materia? side, a%though

it was lrnown fron the be basical1y g shortage in

resources as the war . pletion of what we had to
start with was not made known to the beople as a whole, To be sure, ine

dividuals reavized that there was g shortage in activities with which

they were directiy concerned, that is true; but they were not given a
chance tc find out the overg11 shortage that 1n

day, because that shortege was kep@ under cov




Hagl 23 Dec 1945

Impress upon the minds of the people that the war sltuatiomn has reached & critical
stage. and that the nation is now

at the crossroads which will determinme the rise or fall
of the Empire. Simltaneously,

the people must be aroused to appitech of burning hatred
of the arrogant enemy amd their morale must be stirred to nmew helghta. The fact that the
people must indeed, now fighi.ta. the 1ast

with the determimation that the 100,000,000
will die to defemd and guard the Empire, must be strongly emphasized,

overcome all difficulties,
th their lives.

d
Saipan, in referring to the losses suffere

keep within the scope of the information re-
Be especially careful not to stimilate any excite-

Military Difficultieg--

Seipen ~~
RRFE 50 21 July 1944 C—

Tojo revealed on July 18 thas
upon the enemy by the gallant
men of the Imperdal Forces
Saipan Island has Binally f

t "although & great blow had been inflicted
and courageious efforts of the officr rs and
on the Marianss Islands eince June 11,
gllen into the enemy's hands,"

Fmphasized heeavy fighting and U

b

o Ce2dmissionse of cevere losces




liliﬁary'Reverses--Fbrﬁosa » Oct 12-14,1944 O~
RRFE 57 27 October 19

The two-day raid a“ter which " crushed American fleet fled in confusion.®
Domestic audiences led to believe that another threat to the homeland

n beaten off leaving the enemy in a bettered end
weakened coddition. “uch s report wes mede by Koiso to the Fmperor
who regarddd the occaslion of sufficient importance to issue and
Imperial Reseript.

Wilitery
RRFE 55 29 September 194 g

“peech by Gen. Yoshitsugu Tatekawa, ] Youth Corps, admite that
there are "quite a feg" people wer-weary Sept 14)/ Cays, emong
other things:
"Why of ofurse our fleet is etil] intect. it i watching
glostingly for the opportunity to strike. Besides, warshipes
are not the deciding factor in the precent navel warfere,
anymore. It is the planes thet do the deci
S0, if we manufacture €nogh planes, we have gll the chance
world to beat the enemy. Since the authorities gre
telling us not to worry, we can rest assured in that respect.
The Government admite that there ere quite a few planes
that are useless, but when you say half of them sre useless,
that's ebsurd." { "soung® reply to rumors)
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Military Reverses--Battle of Leyte Gulf c
RRFF 57 27 October 1944

Described as &nother gret, victory brogt about by "the closge teamwork
between our Air Force, surface units, and underses cref't . "

Decspite the "annihilating blows" suffered by the American fleet in the
Formesa bettle "the enemy made no changes in his strategicsal plangs "

In consequence, "the Imperdel Fleeet, which patiently held back its desire to
engage in battle...has finally given the chence to manifest its power."

3 T e L T T E e, L T —




Military Reverses Gor
RRFE 64 2 Februsry k945

The latest convolution of Jap home front ppde is to sispense a fair measure
of reasomably accurate, and so unfavorable, war news. This chift becsme appaent

& few months(?) ago , cotnecident with YA indications of internsal political
disunity. Altholgh blatant and obvious lies sgtill exlst, they are ihter-
larded with astonishingly frank statements, both official and unofficinl,

about Japans present nredicamenht.

Change seems to have occurred between 8 Dec and New Year's. Speeches at
latter time admitted that "regrettable as it ic our war results were not
the hest during the past year" but still insisted thet "the turning
point has come slready." Since then less is said about the turning
point and more about "beniching all optimism,"

Comnehators ne longer digress frequantly to gloes over the sit. Promises
of futme victories have almost disappeared in the past month. Such as do
Crop upare vague and unconvineing.

Consolation by talk of enemy!s precariods supply lines and losses of men and
materiale,

Kemikages exploited bo the full for the past 4 months, whth moral of emuletion.

Philippines campeigns played up to epic proportions with heavy empha$is on
the stretegic necessity for retaining the islands.

e M e W R, ........................._._____________________m_______“___

C

Military sit
FRFE 64 2 February 1945

Report on Shigemitsu's (for min) speech to opening of 86th D '
his statement "we have not the sliphtest doubt 1s fo our f?naiézisiigvzh&t
was greeted by a burst of applause. Further said: "A war for justicé
always wis, snd for this reesong our confidence in certain victory is
further solidified. Te shauld not expect to see a miracle come to our

aid in this wap which hearalde & great change i '
. IL e ; - n th d. O o
e must  mx neturally expec o e f' course,




RRFE 68 16 Msrch 1945

Vice |
Attcked/ Admiral Turner, said to commend the amphibious forces on Iwo,
in Feb 21 brosdcast. Described as a "devil men" and hdld him res-
ponsible for the deaths fo "dountless numbers " of Jap forces in the

CenPac area, Promised that Tarner "shall not return home alive-~-he muct
not and shall not." '

From Iwo comes g constant
calculated to Inspre the J
to live up to the

Militafy Reverses
RRFE 68 16 March 1945 C‘/_

Broadcast of March 3 belated
of Iwo: "here 7ill the enemy
"1t 1is Very regrettable
let happen, Ras been permi

March 6 bdcect saig "we are adopting a very advantageous tactic in facing
the enemy in the vieinity of our homelang v

Koiso, Mer 11, to réconvened 86th Diet: wap situstion "very serioug"
with the enemy "recklessly advaneing" desnite heavy losses. Calléd nation
to"be prepered for the time when our homeland will be maéde a battle
ground." Predicted t; if Bhe Allied forces should succeed in effecting
& landing on the - "we will annihilate them with sledge<hemmer




Militamy '
RRFE 69 30 March 1945 (:__,

y conscious of
The price which wef

f the islend's importance.

Military
RRFE 72 12 May 19,5 C_—

Ppda of the Oki battle in the

11-worn ttern uced bef W
to Crezte the m o P& b elore. orking overtime
been 1a1d rer puif?n;ﬁr:;; viets over alljeq surface vesgels, Groundwork has
the civ pppulation of Jgpy s s
chance of overcomi
calimedogy ship
Includes

|

15 carriers,
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Military '
RRFE 72 18 Mey 1945 (_.—

Despite extravagant claime of damege to U.S. fleet off Oki, eciv populstion 3
werned not to "mix the war recults with the genersl way the wer is going."
Told that " we know thet the gigantic war strength of the enemy ie
.replecing herﬁ'losses," and reminded of the events in the Philippines,

where the Japs "severely demaged the enmy, but were unable to check"

his edvance. (May 11)

]
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Militarv
RRFE 72 18 VMay 1945 (la”f

By early May the following indiceticne of & write-off of Oki:
Delcine in refe to Oki as Japens "divine opportunity®" to infliect s telling
defeet on the U.S.

Sharp drop in emphasic on the stretegic importance of the Ryukvue.
Increcce in storiec ebout enemy reinforcemente etce.
Various admissions of allied air superiority, slg in view of theity

early mil ena¥ysie, which steted thet ailr eppremecy ig the kKey to
ultimete victory. '




MilitaryAOkiawa (:””#

RRFE 70 20 April 195

Made no effort to miminize slgnificence of invasion, People urged to greater
efforts with such statements gs "the battle for

the Ryukyus is one upon which
on life or death {is staked", : reste upn the outeome
of thecre battles,

t Dice exactéd of
American forces, esp by the inerea '

Called the Ryukyu
& "graveyard 66r American 8hips" gnd g "hell ocean for enmy America . "
(Mar 31) Claimed 168 chipcs sunk by April Ty inelding 9 carriers, 6

b&ttleships, 8 heavy criiisers or Bbs, 30 cruisers ete.

kaze effort, (8 Apr)

great logseg"

, > is ; h in the
battle, he ca: I landing forces to their
own fate, iig must

s and pour in more and
more supplies and p 3

Told thet oKy "mast"

One commentador saigq Yy we heve legs warships and

end consecuently "there is nothing for ug to do but wa
enemy to come to oyp homeland,." (31 March)

Apparently in angwer to complaints aboyt flee
urged those Who ask "what is the Navy doing?v
heve confidence in Navy Minister Yonai. '

0

Respondents Mr
19 Dec 45 OGAKI




. Military
RRFE 69 30 March 1945 (:"'h

Steps taken after heavy March rieds snd fell of Iwo to prepare for_igzgﬁtbn:

R
Admissions by Koieo &nd other lerders that invasion & definite possibility.

Natlionelization of key industries.

Announcement on 17 March that the Fmp had gratted P.M. the right to sit
strategy plenning at T HQ, thus "closely releting” home ed

18March announcement that all schools ahove the elementary grades to
be closed for 1 yeer to "fulfiill the demed of the students for more

"blood and toilvw,

March introdution into the Diet of bill peranitting the govt to
mobilize everything--people or proerty.

Alos reasrurences about J's ability to cope with the ivastion.

M_w .,_.,.,Mmm,__.,. ;

Militery
RRFE 68 16 “arch 1945 . —

War Minister Suglyame on Army dey, March 10, =said"the énemy invastion of
out homeland is imminent, warned that the situation had become very critical
and that the enemy will "stop at nothing." Asked forces and civilisns to

mage the suvreme sacrifice if necessary "for the immovable cecurity of this
Imperial netion."

Maj Grn Mateumura, Chf Army Press ced IHQ, seid, "we must entlicipate the
bfattle of decision to be fought on our homeland," prasied the Jap
"bleedigg tactics" in the Philippines. An invoestion would be met

by "omr crack defedders, who...are ready to become literally himen bullets."




Interview with Mr. KOIZUMI, Chief, Police Bureau, 6034 (47)

Home Office, TOKYO, 23 Oct 45. P *
th£CL_

peclally from November 1944 on an@wduzingmﬁaxlx;l945, morale
ntinual measures to stir up public determination,

A, During this period, es
fell, but the government took co

Q. What measures did it take?

A. In general the government stressed

-the_people thut_
probable success.awalted the strategy of en apan's inner defense
lines and annihilating them there,

L R "imﬁhwwmm}m&%muum e SR

S 5035 a4
ocialogy, Tokyo Imperial U

| ,maLQCL-
opeclal Interview; Respondent: ProfessorOTAgii Vept of
Meiji Bldg Tokyo |

A They said that even ifﬂ§a;pggM9£N0kinawa‘fell, the situatio

favourable, because ggﬁaqif_supply'lines were be
being concentratad, "

home soil.

n was still becoming

- .ines wez ing shortened and her strength was
ey assured the people that the enemy would be destroyed on our




Interview with KUS

UYAMA, Yasutaro, President, NIPPON TIMES,
TOKYO, 15 Dec 45.

6034
2

©e Vhat would the government say?

A, Well, they salid, "Even il we have lost salpan or Leyte, our i/ ct. The
Americen soldiers are not strong

Navy might not be able to defend. so they can be smashed

easily," That was the last story. Oi course, there were millions ol stories,

cuch a
childish way of defending the land——@ggggg_ﬁpgars, and you may have seen the tunnels
(bokugo) around Tokyo., | Clhmy P

TOYAMA CITY HALL REPORT

MEASURES FOR RAISING MORALE AND AGAINST ALLIED PROPAGANDA

As the war situation became adverse at about the time of the end of the war the
Imperial Rule Assistance Ass'! ple's Volunteer Units, and,
on the pretext (TN:literal tran i

1 the people was
e ultiméte decisive
» &nd the people in each town ang each
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INTERROGATION NO: (USSBS NO. 378)= 13
(NAV NO, 75)

Subject:
Q.

Japanese War Plans and Peace loves,

It is your belief, then,
facts concerning the cour
war?

that the peopie
se of mititary

such certain facts from

“ been possibie
thing; but certainly they should have be
acquisition of more information, at 71eas
war was progressing., One of the things
side was the fact that Ambassador Grew,
kept warning
and that JAPAN'S war strength was very d
the situation in JAPAN was that certain

gountry would be used by our propagande
fashion. For instance, the fact that mo

L}:> .’
Gemere 1l
RRFE 57 270ctoberis

Notes campaing uner way to whip
empehelicigng brutelity and desir
Race line mnd exploitetion.

your people that JAPAN must

should have been to1d the

operations throughout the

people could not be to14d

the enemy,
otherwise to te17 thenm every=
en given a chance through

t, to understand and how the
that impressed me on your
after his return to WASHINGTCN,
not be held too 1ightiy

€eply rooted. On the contrary,
information coming from your
organs in just contrary

re women were joining industry




P 7013 99
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INTERROGATION NO (USSBS NO. 378)w 3
(NAV NO, 75)

Subject: Japanese War Plans and Peace loves,

Q. It is your bevief, then, that the people

facts concerning the course of mivitary o
war?

should have been to1d the
perations throughout the

Of course there were some things that the

from a standpoint of concealing such certain facts from the enemy,
SO0 that it would not have been

possible otherwise to te17 them every-
thing; but certainly they should have been given a chance through
acquisition of more information

» 8t least, to understand ang how the
war was progressing, One of the things that impressed me on your
side was the fact that

after his return to WASHINGTCN,
& your people that JAPAN must not be heild too 1ightiy
that JAPAN'S war strength On the contrary,
the situation in JAPAN was ths i

ing from your
-Would be used by our opaganda organs in just contra
For instance, the fac

t that more women were Joining industry

peoplie could not be to1d




SPECTAL INTERVIEW with Dr. SHIMMEI, Masamichi, Professor of

& 6030
Soclology at TOKOKU Imperial University at his home in / .
SENDAI on 2 Dec 45. U

"They lost confidence by the second year, Rumors were circul
real war situation. Some said we'd lost all battleships,

have feared loss of popular confidence, so made strong propaganda to rouse antagonism to

Qi§;miggggﬂggggig. Photograph of American girl with skull of Japenese soldier, as example,"

ating, Many kinds, about
Last fall government must

FIAD Japanece
to Crecte Fear

Ples of statemente
and fear of the U.s.




