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• 

, 

• 

-

• 

( 

• 

El;{ ' 
~5 June~ 1Cfu4 



I 

~ f , • (.J .. v ..... ._ .., _ 

• 

• 

,. 

• 

Sightinas nt S~::a ton Bu rn 

:' •Ill tht· i':t' \\ f:t~tlt·-upon : 1\ rw 
~:: -·: · '! Cltrrutirlt . of.J unc 2fi: 

":-,[r. l~lwin Vipond , 'u111w host' .1 l 

• • :'l t.or lioN: J nn, S<··••ou Jlurn, 
":\' ::: .. *iu1lwrl.lm..l, and hi, wtfc . EiJc., ·n, 
s;; , .\ ~l.·rng :;,\ut ..:r tnda~·· 

• \nd bcforC' you rn:•kc a t rilC'k 
a 1 ·t:' the h rt: r b t·ing too ~1n1n~.' 
• :,.: '.!r. Vipo11tl, 'kt nw ~.,y th.11 wf; 

c ~ --.~ imnginr this . !1 ,,;-.s qu ite 
,' · .~· ·· ··1:: n Orin!-( ~.111ccr.' :\l r. 
\·.;-..,-:.J and his w ife· both o;;o.w tlw 
fi•. ·:;: 'H H •·r· time·: 2 a. nr. tocl.ly . 

.. : •• . Viptu1d told the L~'oenill!! 
Ch,..,·i.ll': ' f t w.1s nltot night nnd we 
! :..~ \, t: i')t'dnmrn window opcu. 'l'hcp 
\ -t' lwnrd thio; loud bltl.i'in~ noi:;,: 
ltke the hi~h p itched uuu ing of n 
~j')lll'1tn1 top. lt kqll clmninl{ on and 
0 :1 until 1 w c 111 tu tht• winr!ow to sec 

wh,\t was C<lu,ir.g i t'. 
" '1 loo!,c.;J tip :Hid dwre, high in 

the sky, wa<> tlw s.l\wc:(, rin•{c:d in nn 
c l,·ctric blur: light. T he whol~: s-n•rcr 
sct·rnc·d to ltc pu6at ing up o.nrl do,,•n.' 

'\\fr. Vipo11tl, \•ho ju1111:d hi5 wift• 
.tt th~ w indvw. audctl: 'I cuuld 
harJlr bdic·vc n1y c~·c-s. T he s:ttu.cr 
h :IS .nn\'ing in ;ur C:l\1 to wc.~t dir cc
ti ·,n. Tht·n i t ,hnt UjlWO\rds •• no! nut 
nf sight .' 

"rile c·nuplr· feel ~1 1rc tin t sc•mconc 
c!w rn..t~· h .wc ,;t'l' ll the sau(·rr. Saicl 
~\! :'3. \'ipo11d :--' rhcrt• W ' h a lot of 
h ·:. . v tro!Tic (Ill thr: rn:•d for rhat timc 

• 
t•f dw m n m in~i nod ~nrn•·ont• rn 1 J'lt 

h .. .. ::wr 'lr;t:n t t. 

(Credi t tn i\fr. I lar ry Lnrrl. ) 
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A repro d uction of 1\1. Pierre L eger's photograph which appeared in Ow•st Fmncc 
cf July 2. The photograph was talten at m idnight, June 27 

\\'ith in .t ten chys interval , two inhahit:mts of 
S:t int - Rcm~·-dcs::".lont_? witn.eso;ed a celestial phcn
orn<'non which cnu ld not f.'lil to came astonishmen t. 
Ou::sl Frar:o: in its i .. ;;uc of.July 2 as!.-s: ''\\'ha t was it ? 
T hnt i" d it1ir. u:t •o s.:y . .Pt·rhaps it was an a rtificial 
satellite· CH' cv~n :..::1 object of c:.;:ra-trrrcst ria l 
origin." 

~ L Pict 1 c T.A, ... :: designer, and i1is :not her wf"rC 
n'l\tl t'inp; from .1-.. :': i to fr iend:; looked towards the 
~ky wltc·n "a ~on ,,f ball of an jmprcssivc white 
lt1111 inol-ity", to yuvtc 1vLLeg~ r's own tlc..:scription, 
v.-w; l-t,·n to t r:1.vd ;Lc ross the sky from dt<: north
west towa rc.b the sou th-east. 1\L Leger and his 
tnr> tltcr w.,;tc able to obsc ·rve the obj\'cl for· al1ont 
twclvt: mittutc.~ . Tht'n the thing d \,.;app•·arccl. 
On S .l l, t .. d:-t::,Ju ne ?.7, at about midni~ht ~J.Lcg-<'r 
...,...,,1.<; n·tw n i :.·~ from the cinema ,.,·hen OII CC ::l~ai n he 
~ ..tw the olljcd \vhich seemed to be- hovering nnd 
thea ad vnnr mg w·ry slow! y. He r ushed in to the 

• 

• 

home, called to his mother and g rabbed his 
camera. Fo r a bout twelve minute$ the-y both 
wntc hecl the lJbjcct 'vhic-h w a.s ckarly cl isting uillhed 
from the stars hy its grea t si7.e and intensity. 

"Then 1 sci1.cd my camera at)d with my shutter 
open I followed the convolu tions of this o bject 
wltir.lt rncJvc:d without any noise whntsoevcr," Pien·~ 
Lq~rr explained to tbc newspaper r eporter. T he 
Out~sl Franct' declared that it was tuw.blc lo nflcr anr 
explanation oft he phenowcno n , tl tough in n cnpt
ion to the photograph it describes it as ''di:;turbi11g." 

1l mmt be born in mimi that M. l .egcr ''·<t" 
moving his c;\nH:m. with the shutter ttpcn so th•. 
p a th of tt·,wcl shown iu the photog nph is not the 
true trajc:dory. N cvcrtltclcss, ~ L Lt·t~c r' !) rcm,trk 
th.lt the ol ~jcc: t was much lar~··r 1han any st:\ r io; 
amply dcmon-;tr.\t ccl by t he wirlth of tlw impreo;sion 
on the photographic pbt(·. 

(Cr~dit to Mme. Saunier) 
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