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AlRTOmCER s Here are Uncle Sam’s Forest Rangers 1

(ORCIiESTRAs QUARTET)

Uncle Sam's Forest Rangers, the men whose job it is

to keep the national forests green and growing, are with us again

todo.y. Last week we saw Ranger Jim Robbins and his assistant, Jerry

Quick, up in the high country, \”h.ere they were about to string up

a new telephone line and erect a new lookout cabin on the top of

Bald Peak. They finished the jcb a couple of days ago, and now we

have a new unit in the protection system tha.t is constantly being

strengthened to guo.rd the national forest against fire. Lookout

men are alrea.dy being stationed a,t each of the lookout points on

the forest, to keep a constant v/atch throughout the summer for

signs of fire and to report any fires that start as soon as they

can be discovered. Emergency guards will be located at strategic

points in the forest, ready to get after a fire a,s soon as it is

reported and choke it out -sjjhile it is still young. Reserve man-

pov/er for fire-f-ighting will be organized and available, Ra,nger

Jim, veterarn of many a hard campOoign a.gainst fire, the *'red enemy”

of the forests, is working earnestly to make his fire control

organization smooth and efficient this yearn, and he hopes that he

and his men Y/’ill be able to hold the fire losses on his district

to a. lov/er record then ever bei 're.



I

(



Pa.ge 2*

However, we find that although lookout men have been installed

at all of the other lookout stations, the ma/n ?/ho is to go up to

the new lookout station on Bald Peak vrill not be able to arrive for

another week. So Jim Robbins is preparing to install Jerry as

lookout a.t Bald Peak until the new man arrives. I^e take you now

to the Pine Cone Ranger Sta^tion, where we find Jim and Jerry getting

ready to leave..

(MUSICAL IHTERLIIDE)

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

JEPlRY

Jell, Jerry. You*d better be getting the rest of

your stuff together now so we can get an early

start,

I’ve got most of it together already, Jim, -- Say,

will I be keeping my horse up there Y/ith me on

Bald Peak? I’ll have to fix some kind of a

pasture or something if I do, won’t I?

I guess I’d behter bring your horse ba.ck Y/ith me

this time, Jerry, Hot much grass up there near

the lookout cabin 3.nd it’ll save having to bring

up extra feed.

Okay, -- I Y/as sorta hoping to have Spark up there

for coinpany, though,

(chuckles) \7ell, YYe’ll let you paint the cabin --

and oil the floor during your spare time. That’ll

keep you from getting lonesome,

(laughs) I see. You’ll give me a paint brush

for company, huh? Hell, that’s all right.

I’ll have tha,t cabin looking neat as a. pin before

I leave.

(PHOHE RIHGS)
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Page 3

JIMS Pine Cone Ranger Station# --- Oii, hello there,

Bert# How are yuh? That's good# Yes,

Bert, I've already installed look-out men at all

the sta,tions except the new one at Bald Peak. —
Yeah, the same men we had la.st year, I sent 'em

up yesterday, Yeah# — VIell, I'm going to

put Pete Evans up on Bald Peak, hut he ca.n’t come

up for another week yet, so I'm taking Jerry up

there this morning to serve as lookout till Pete

gets here# (chuckles) Yeah# Jerry's going

to he lookout# -— Yes, I knewothe forest was

getting 3. little dry around the edges, so I thought

I'd better get the men up this vreek# --- Thought

you'd catch old Jim Rohhins sleeping, huh?

(chuckles) Well, you’ll have to get up a little

earlier next time, Bert, All right.

So long, (HAi - UP receiver) That was the

Suxjervisor, Jerry#

JERRY S Mr . Ell sworth

?

JIMS Yes, He wanted to know if v/e'd installed the

lookout men yet# I told him you Y/ere going to take

a turn at the joh this iveek#

JERRY

s

What did he say?

JIMs (chuckles) He said you ought to like it. You’d

he sitting on top of the 'world#

JERRY: (laughs) Sure I yt±11. I'll certainly he e.hle to

look dovm on you folks#

BESS: (coming up) Oh, you viflll, will you? Do you

think tliat’s a. nice way to trea.t us?
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JERRY

J

Oh, hello, Mrs. Robbins. (LAUGHS) Now you know

I wouldn’t look do’jm on you that way*

BESS: You'd better not. After I just finished baking

some gingerbread for you to take up on the peak

vfith you.

JERRY: Einei Thanks a lot, Mrs, Robbins. I thought I

noticed some awfully good smells coming from

the direction of the kitchen*

JIM; V/ell now. Maybe that'll increase Jerry's

chances of pulling through the week on his own

cooking. Huh, Jerry?

JERRY: Well, it will help out, I admit I'm no expert

at this cooking business, but I guess I can la,st

out one week anyhow*

JIM: Just so we don't have to haul you back at the end

of a week on a stretcher*

BESS: Oh, I'm sure Jerry will get along all right*

I'll go put the gingerbread in a box so you can

put it in the pack, Jerry.

JERRY: All right, Mrs. Robbins, It's sure good of you

to mo.ke it for me. It'll come in mighty nice up

there at the li., :kout sta-tion*

BESS: (going off) I'll have it ready in just a, minute.

JERRY: Thanks ,
Mr s , Robbins*

JIM: V/ell, let's see now* Have you got your supply

of "weather report forms in your kit?

JERRY: Yes, I've got 'em.

JIM: And the fire report forms?

JERRY: Sure, I put them in too.

(PHOHS RINGS)
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Page 5

JIM:

JERRY

2

JIM:

JURRY:

^IM:

JERRY:

JIMS

JERRY:

JIM:

JERRY:

There goes the phone again. --- (ans-'^Ters ) Pine

Cone Ranger Station, --- Oh, iir, Quick? --- Yes,

he’s right here, (to Jeriy) Jerry, you’re

wanted.

Thanks, Jim -- (to phone.) Hello, — - Oh, hello,

Ma,ry, Yes, --Yes, I’m going up this morning,

Mary, I'ine, IiferyJ Tlmt ’ll he greats -—
You’d better hurry, Mary. V/e’ll ha,we to lea.Te in

a few minutes, All right, liary, --- Good hye,

l/Iary, (HAHG.S UP RECEIVER) (TO JIM) That was

Mary .

(laughs) Mary? Well, now, I never would’ve

guessed it.

She’s going to stop in and tell me goodbye,

Well, that’s nice.

Let’s see, I guess I’ve got about everything ready,

I reckon so, You may have some fires to spot

while you’re up there, JeriY^, The forest is

getting dry in spots, so you’ll he.ve to keep your

eye peeled.

I’ll do tlia-t, all right,

I wouldn’t be surprised to see a lightning storm

come up before long, and a lightning storm is apt

to leave a. few fires scattered a-round behind it,-

—

And then you never ca.n tell when somebody’s going

to toss a. burning ciga.rette out of his a,utornobile,

or leave his camipfire without putting it out,

or something like that.

Well, we lookout men’ll catch the fires. You ca.tch

the fellows tha,t sta,rt ’em.
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Page 6*

JIMS

JERRY

i

JIMS

JERRY

S

JILIs

JERRY i

I^d a heap sight rather show a fellow why he needs

to he careful with fire in the woods, before hand,

than haul ^irn up before the J, P* after he starts

the fire. But enforcing the law’s part of the

job, of course, By the W8.y, I just learned

this iPiOrning about a fellow who paid the extreme

penalty for a fire he stented.

How was that?

'Jell, they had a fire last year on the Pluma.s

Rational Porest that burned over 3,000 acres before

they could stop it. But the boys never found out

what started it they ha^d to put it do^wi

"cause uhknovm", '.Yell, the other day, John

Gray - he’s the assistant supervisor on the Plumas

—

and Ranger Herb lYilcox ran across a human skeleton

near the place '.nere the fire started. There was

a watch and a belt buckle on the ground along side,

but that’s all there was for identification. It

seems likely that it was the remains of a tramp

who lay dovTn and fell asleep with a lighted

cigarette in his fingers,

Geei burned himself up alive

i

’Pears that v/ay, Well, he won’t be caneless

about smoking in the v;oods any more, poor fellow,

-» but I s 'ppse somebody else will sooner or later,

bo keep on the W8.tch when you get up on the peak,

Jerry,

Sure. That’s what I’m going up for.

(knock oh BOOR)
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JIMS There's somehody at the door, I reckin it’s

your friend the school teacher*

JSSEYs Yeah. It’s Mary, (going Iff) I’ll let ’er in.

(DOOR OPEMS) Hello, Mary.

MARYS (coming u-p) Oh, good morning, Jerry. Good

morning, Mr. Robbins.

JIMS Hello, there, Ilary, Glad to see you.

JERRY s Gee. It didn’t take you long to get here.

MARYS Ho. I left right after I finished calling on

the ’phone. I hope I haven’t delayed your

starting, Mr. Robbins.

JIMS Oh, no. We haven’t loaded up the pack horse yet,

Mary.

MARYS I — I just nanted to tell Jerry goodbye.

JIMS (chuckles) That’s right. He’ll be gone a whole

week now, ^von * t he?

MARYs Well it seems like a long time, any\7ay.

JERRY

s

Oh, it’s just a few days.

MARY: Well I brought a box of homemade candy for you

to take UX3 vd.th you, Jerry,

JIMS (laughs) Well, now. Look at that. (chuckles)

I guess the v/w ^t danger isn’t going to be from

eating your ov/n cooking after all. Huh, Jerry?

IriARYs Why, Mr. Robbins. You’re not very complimentary

about my candy, I made it i^yself, last night.

JIMS Oh no, Mary. Ho reflections on the candy, (chuckles

I was just thinking Jerry’s getting an avrf'ul lot

of attention from you womenfolks —• That’s kinda

dangerous for a young fellow, you know#
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Page 8,

JkRI^Ys (slightly indignant) ViTell that’s all right now*

I ’rn sure going to talce that candy along* -- You

see, liary, Mrs. Robhinx baked seme gingerbread

this morning me to take along too.

LIARYS Oh*

JERRY

s

So now I ’ll be all fixed*

1jlRY l Oh.

JERRY: I’ll sure enjoy having this candy too, Mary, It

Y/as mighty nice of you to make it for me.

I;!ARY: I thought you Blight like to have it - v/ay uid there

by yourself.

JERRY: I sure Y7ill. Thanks ever so much, Mary,

llARYs You’re 'velcome, J'erry,

JDJ: (chuckles) I’d certainly hate to see vdiat’d

happen to Jerry .if he 'was going away for a year

instead of a v/eek.

JERRY: (good natured again) (laughs) Well, if this is

a sample, I’d like to try going away a year some

time ,

KYRY: Oh, no. I hope you won’t do that, Jerry.

JIY: (laughs) Well, anyway, ma,ybe you youngsters’ll

excuse me a minute, - while I hunt up something.

JERRY: Sure •

MARY: (with him) Surely, Mr. Robbins,

JIM: (going off ) We’ll have to be leaving soon, you

know, Jerry,

MARY: All right, Mr. Robbins, Oh, Jerry, I -- uh *

we’ll miss you v/hile you’re away up there at the

lookout station
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•

J3]]RRY8 'Jill you? It^s only for about a v/eek, you know®

JiARYt I knovfj but -- I hope you \7on*t be too lonesome

up there all by yourself

»

JERRY s IToj of course I won’t# uh that is, I mean

I will be lonesome in one way#

JJlARYi How is that?

JERRY

8

Oh ¥7611, you know up there by myself -- and

everything#

I\E^Y: Yes, of course# -- I hope you don’t have any

lightning storms -- Sometimes you can see

lightning striking up in the mounta,in tops from

here. I’d be frightened to death to be up on top

of the peak during a storm#

JERRY s Aw, that’s nothing# IJe’ve got to be on our toes

more than ever when a lightning storm’s going on,

you kno'W - in case the lightning starts any forest

f ires

,

liAJlY: Yes, I know#

JERRY

s

There’s no danger - much#

JiARY: I’ll be glad -when you come ba.ck just the saii^e,

Jerry#

JERRY: Will you, Mary? Thanks#

JIM: (coming in) Well now. You youngsters got your

goodbyes all said?

JERRY: I guess so#

BESS: (coming in) "’'ly, liary Halloway. Good morning,

I’m glad to see you#

MARY: Good morning, Mrs. Robbins. I just thought I’d

drop in and see Jerry off*
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33S3 s YeSj indeed* a,ll misshim vdiile he's a;7ay

on lookout duty.

JERRY s Iiuiary brought me some homemade candy to take along

too, itrs, Robbi.iSo I'm sure going to b e fixed up

fine vdien it comes to eats.

BE33S Oh that ms nice of you, Mar^^,

JIR: (chuckles) You girls'll ham this young

assistant of mine plum spoiled if we don't look

out, Won't you, now?

BE33: Oh no we won't. Jerry isn't that kind of a boy.

JIM: (chuckles) Well, I reckon I’d better rescue him

anyhow, - Jerry, it's time you got the pack horse

loaded up. Better take the rest of this stuff

in here out m th you.

JERRY: All right, Jim,

JIM: I'll let you load up the horse -- I want to v;ork

on the fire plan chart a little more before v/e

leave

,

JERRY

:

Okay,

JIM: And put the saddles on Dolly and Spark — and don

forget to put that ca.n of kerosene in the pack, -

for your lantern. I set it out by 1fche shed door.

JERRY: All right. -— T/ell, goodbye, Mary,

liARYi Good bye - and good luck, Jerry,

JERY: (going off

)

GeeZ A \7eek does seem like a long

time after all.

(MUSICAL IREERLUDE

)

JIM: Well, Jerry, here's your home for the next week.

Let's drop the packs here on the floor now. You

can unpack 'em later.





Pase 11

01 OP HEAVY BUHDIES BEIHG DROPPED OR PLOOR)

JERRY s It's a nice little caDiiij if we did put it up

our selves

,

JIMS There’s still a little fixing up to do. You c an

get some painting done this week v’;^:iile you're

here, and oil the floor. Be sure and liave the

oil good and hot -when you spree.d it*

JERRY; Sure, I c an do a lot of fixing up in my spare

time.

JIK: Pirst of all though, you want to get your detection

map oriented, 1^11 line 3^ou up on some of the

landmarks Before I leave. iTow let's see if

the telephone line is still okay, (RII:TG-:> OlE

LOITG RIHG) (To Jerry) I’m calling the ranger

station. (to phone) Hello, Hello, Bess? --

can you hear me? How does the masterful voice

of the old man sound from Bald Peak Lookout?

Yeah? (chuckles) All right, Bess, Ring me

back when I hang up and see if the ring comes

through at this end, Bald Peak is two longs

and two shorts. — That's right, (HA1I.GS UP

RECEIVER) (PHOiE RIHGS TVO LOHG, TVO SHORT) Hello.

Okay, Bess. Thanks. (H/iHGS UP RECEIVER)

JERRY; How does it work?

JIM; Clear as a bell, Poor Bess '11 have to be

jumping for the phone all day when I’m not there -

till we get the suimi^er-term guards in.

JERRY

s

Yell, that won’t be long now„
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JIMl No. ".7ell noWs let’s see* Let's get lined up

with this d.etection map* “»“ See, this center

spot here, where the alidade pivots, is Bald Peak,

v;here we are. See that rounded iTiOuntain top

over there to the north?

JERRY: Yeah?

JIM: That's \7indy Mountain Lookout. Get the hinoculars

and you can see the lookout cabin on top.

JERRY: All right. Just a second*

JIM: Windy Mountain is right here see — on the

map. Got the lookout cabin spotted?

JEiRRY: Yeah, It’s plain as da^y now®

JIM: Well, you can sight it with your alidade and then

get the tijo points on your map in line, see. Then

you can sight on Cloud Peak -- and on Pine Crest

over there — and on Henderson Mountain over here

to the east, of course.

JERRY: Yeah, I see.

JIM: Sure, You'd better post the list of phone rings

akongside the telephone, too — and the fire

organization chart.

JERRY: All right.

JIM: Well, I guess everything's okay. Remember, Jerry,

for the next week you’re going to be a regular

lookout and you'll have to go by the same rules

as the other lookout men. Ho leaving the station

for more than fifteen minutes without an 'O.K, from

me or whoever 's acting for me.

JERRY: I understand that all right, Jim.
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JIMS Get your Yiood and Yra,ter early in the morning or

in the evening. See? You know Y/here the spring is.

JERRY! Yeah,

JIM! And don’t forget you’re to report in to the ranger

station hy telephone every morning at 7:30 and

every evening at six.

JEPJ^uYs I \7on’t.

JIM! All the other lookout men on the district this

year are old hands at the game 9 so ^ron’ll have to

he on your toes if you get in first report on a

fire ahead of theru Here’s hoping we don’t have

any fires, of course, hut keep a mtch out just

the same.

JERRY

s

All right Jimc I sure will.

JIMS Well, I guess I’ll have to he getting hack. Phone

in if there’s anything you want to know.

JERRY! Aren’t you going to stay long enough to try some

of my cooking, Jim? I can fix up something or

other, I guess.

JIM! (chuckles) I don’t think I’ll risk it, Jerrj^,

JERRY! Well, let’s sample some of the gingerbread - or

some of Mary’s candy anyway. Just a second. I’ll

get it.

JIM! (chuckles) Well, I reckon I can stand a little

of that.

JERRY 8 Here, Ha.ve a piece of candy, -- Gee, it looks good.

JIM! Thanks

•

JERRY

s

Say -•** it tastes — kinda funny, doesn’t it?
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JIM:

JURRYi

JIM:

JERRY:

JIM:

Haven’t tasted it yet — (chuckles) Seems to

smell of kerosene.

That^s what it isJ Say, do you know what happened?

I put that can of kerosene right next to it in the

pack “ and it must've leaked all over the candy.

Well no?/, that's tough.

Gosh, I'll say it's tough J Say, don't tell ICary

about this, Jim.

(chuckles) Ho. I won't. I'll tell her her candy

had a very unusual flavor*

(FADEOUT)

AIRTOUHCER : "Well, folks, we’ll leave Jerry here at Bald Peak

Lookout Station, vhere he will remain for several days now, until

the regular lookout man arrives. Like the other lookouts, Jerry

will be constantly on the watch for smoke so that any fire which

breaks out may be speedily reported and extinguished and our

national forest will be kept green and useful for us.

Hext Thursday at this same hour Ranger Jim and Jerry will be

with us again. Tune in for another episode in the life and ?/ork of

Uncle Sam's forest Rangers. This program is sent to you by the

Rational Broadcasting Company, with the cooperation of the forest

Service, United States Department of Agriculture.

The role of Ranger Jim Robbins is played by Harvey Hays. Otte.rs

in today's cast were:

(ORCHESTRA)

pmp - 3:30 P.M.
April 25, 1932.
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