IEPORT ON ¢ The Kekusaku Kenkyu Kai
(National Policy Research Institute)

PREPARED BY ¢ Lt. Eric W. Fleisher
Investigator, I.P.S.

DATE ¢ 4 June 1947

The Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai, a little heard of organization with the
outward appearance of agroup deveoted to the discussion and study of current
evente has since 1937 played an extremely imvortant part in advising the
various departments in regards national policy, the administration of conquesed
territory and the utilization of the natural resources and materials available
in territories a2lready occuvied by Japan, and in those that the association
considered should be occupied. Its membershis consisted mostly of second
rate politicians who were devoted to the cause of Japan ruling not only Asia,
but of making the Pacific Ocean a '"Mare Wostrum" bv occupying Alaska and certain
countriees of South America along the Pacific Coast and thereby svreading Japan's
influence into the interior of South America and through the West Coast of the
United States. Lacking in power, themselves, the members of the Assoclation
aought to influence the greater political figures of the day and to galn the
support of those that favored their nolicy of aggression and conquest, which
they did with considerable success. Such men as MOTO, Axira; KAYA, Oxinori:
SATO, Kenryo; SUZUKI, Teiichi; GOTO, Shiggnori; KISHI; TAKAHASEI; GOTO, Fumio;
ABE, Notuyuki: ISOGAYA; SHIMCMURA; HORIUCHI:; SAKURAI; KOPAYASHI, Seizo; ARITA,
Eachiro: IWAKURO, Tolkue: SHIRAYAMA, Kaneghiro; MATSUMURA; ARISUE, Seizo)

BAGAI, Yatsuiji; SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru:and other influential dlen were afflliated

with the Kokuraku Ke Kai and many of them made speeches at the meetings
or attended them for the vurpose of informing the society of recent developments

in the political scene in Janan, irn the cccupied areas, and abroad.

In spite of the fact ta'.i the Zolnueaiu Eenwgy: ¥a. clalmed to te a
private organization under no outside Influence, most of its finenclal backing
came from the secret funde or "Kimitsuhi" of the various ministries and

departments of thé Government and from the larger private concerns. In the
garly days these contributions rarely exceeded five thousand yen, but later,

especially after the outbreak of the "Greater Xast Asia War' contributions
were rarely less and usuelly well ovef five thousand yen. The War Ministry
and Navy Ministry were the most regular contributors and gave the greatest
amounts, but the Greater East Asia Ministry, the Foreign Ministry, the Cabinet
Bureau of Information, and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry also gave
their support. Cut of the almost one hundred private compenites that gave
financial backing to the KXKZ, Mitsubishi, Mitsul, Asano, Aysaizawa, Sumitomo,
Toxyo Shibaura Denki and Osaka Seitcteu are the most well xnown. Ixtra amounte
were collected from these sources on other occasions for special projects.

In the end of 1941, or the beginning of 1942, the Kckusaku Kenkyu Kai began
research on their "Ten Year Plan for the Development of Greater East Asia.”
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. For this project Muto, Akira of the Military Affairs Bureau gave the KK
20,C00 yen out of secret funds, and the tame amount was received ftroim Cka,
Keijun of the Navy. The Foreign Office and ihe Cabinet “urecu =2f Infcorontion
contrituted 20,000 yen but this time only 5,000 yen was received from ihe
Greater East Asia Ministry. From private companies 200,000 yen was coliwctel.

The Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai, although not organized into definite
sections for the study of varimus areas, did have specialists in each field
and committees were formed vhenever a project was undertaken, headed by these
specialists. TFor example, sdecielista studying relations with the United
States were Ishida, Reiaulre (Mitsud Bussan); Tojima (Mitsui Susean); Isogaye,
heisuke; and Sato, Naotake; wrile Okura, Zinmochi; ard Xurocda, Xakuchi ware
the outstanding specialists on Zueslia,

The sources of information availa®le to the Kokusaku EKenkyu Xai
were so extensive that no civilian, none govermment organization could ever
have come near it. Much of thisg information was gathered from prominent
| members and their more influential friends, but documents too, from governpent
minigtries were in the possaession of the society. Through Mato, Akira;
Yateuzl, Eazuo of the KE¥, was able to acquire and retaln in his possession
msny documents of the Militafy Affairs Pureau, classified as "Pop Secret.”
Yatsugi obtained documents through Muto as luto was a zood vpersonal friend
of his, but information was procured from other goverrment nifdistries and
from other high officials. This information was used in drawing uop the
various plans put out by the KxK.

In regards the United States a committee was formed in 1239 and
functioned throusgh 1941 studying U.S.-Javanese relations and conditions in
the United States. The K:xX published a full revort in 1940 on its findings.

So thorough wasg the knowledege of this committee that it was even familiar with
tne fortification of the Mandated islands, something that was known only to

a circle of the top ranking militery &nd naval men. The material and statis=i-

tics published by other societies, such as the Showa Kengyu Kai and the Towa
Aenigyu Kai was avallable to ths XXX, An organization known as the Chosa
Keniju Doin Honbu (Investigation and Research lohilization Eeadquarters)
acted as liaison between the many as:ociations. Okxura, Kinmochi; senior
mexber of the Xokusaku Kengyu Zai was president of the Choza Kenkyu Doin
Honbu and Kanamori, Toiujire, Chief of the Political Section of the Koxusaku

Kenkyu Kai was one of the Directore of the Chappa Kenkyu Doin Honbu.

By the end of 1341 the Eolusaku Kenwgmu Xai had worked on plans to
_ autilize the facilities of the South Ssas, Bastern Bussia, Alaska, Canada,
I e Central America, South #merica and Indis.  Many mexmbers, influential sponsors,
' and associates thouzht that the Kokusaka Kenkyu Zei had gome 100 far. Lven
? Muto was opposed to including India although he approved of evicting the
| Britigh from Acia. Regarlless, the Kokusaku Kenxyu Kai had gone ahead with
; these plans, some of which were later adopted in & mcdified form, to suit
'l the Army, and the entire area was called the "East Asia Sphere."
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In the spring of 1942 the Kokusaku Xenkyu Iai began research @n

its "Ten Year Plan for the Develooment nf Greater Bust Asia, ! “kere . e
* approximately ten different secticns covering an extremely wide scipe doir,

research on this subject, Yatsugi, Kazuo (IS witness) was the administrative
| head of the project, and was respongible for financing it. Takahashi, Kame-
g | gichi was the chiof investigator and Kanamori, Tokujiro was in charze of the
\ | Political Section. At first the Kokusaiu Zenkyu Kai received muc supoort
from the different ministries and from high officials in the Government, but
as the future of the "Greater Bas: Asia Sphere" became more and more unceririn
this support decreased. The plaa was inall;r completed and & finpal - Tory
pavlished, but it was never ad.pted, for by this time the tide of vattlc had
Sarnsc azainst Javan and she had her hands full just trying to hanz cn to what

territory she had. With this change in the fortuncs of war the Yokugaku
, “enxyu XKaj became less and less active. Government circles became morc

reluctant to give out information and documents werc not easily obtained.
Government agencies were no longer receptlive to advice or vlans for the future
as they had their hande full with the War and its outcome. Althouzh by 1544
the Kokusaku Kenkyu Xai had lots its influence and had become almost inactive,
it nevertheless carried on its meetings and still rerained well informed ixn
almost every field. Prominent members of the XKKI were familiar even with
secrets such as the profits frem the tpium trade. Satomi, head of the hong

at SEanghai, sent the profits to Suzuki, Teiichi who placed them in Tojo's
i- | secret fund.

The Kokusaiu Kenkxyu Kai contimied from 1944, when it.lost its 4r—
fluence until the end of the War, vhen it was (issolved, a&s an organization

that was extremely well informed on all matters and could be called on at al’
times should its need arige.

The foregoing Téport 1s based upon the interrogzations of Tabsugi,
“azuo and Cicura, Xinmochi conducted in June 1946. Okura was fgain interrogated
on 27 May 1947 by this investigabor prior to this writing. Docugpente outlighezd
by the Xolusaiu Kenkyu Kai in the possession of the Internatioral Prosecut on
Section were used asg reference and background material in the creparction of
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MUTO, Akira

Request bys MATSUI, Iwane

SUGAMO -« a defendant. Tas Lt. General and Vice Chief
of Staff, the Expeditionary Force in Cent$ral China, at the
time lMatsui was CinC of said forece.

The facts concerning which this witneass ean give tea-
timony ere: that$ as Vice Chief of Stsaff, the Expeditionary
Force in Ceatral China in 1937-38, shen operations about
Shanghal and Nanking ceeurred, acting on the inmtructions of
Matsui, Iwane, CinC of said force, he endeavored %o confine
the fighting between Japan and China and prevent it from
spreading into large scale operation and protect life and
property of Chinese and foreigners, the rights and interests
of foreign countries, and every institute of culture; that
the purpose of the operations at Shanghai and Nanking was
to defend the life and rights of Japanese Netionals in Central
China,

Testimony to show no aggression and responsibility of
Matsui for any improper treatment of person and property.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: WILLIAMS E. EDWARDS
FROM . DOUGLAS L. WAIDORF

SUBJECT :+ Defense Witnesses

£ind attached hereto 1ist of material available on the following

1. Please
Defense:

witnesses subpoenaed DY the

DEFENDANT - MUTO, Akira
Iist of Material Iaileble

Witness
SATO, Kenryo ¥ Subpoena
OASA, Tadao 1. Subpoena

KAMEI, Kanichiro 1. Subpoena

YAMAMOTO, Kumaichi 1, Subpoena

TERADA, Seiichi 1. Subpoena

NISHIURA, Susumu 1. Subpoena

ISHII, Akiho 1. Subpoens

MATSUI, Qwane 1. Subpoena

NAKAYAMA, Yasuto l. Subpoena

SAITO ’ Yoshie 1. Subpoena

HOSHINO, Naoki 1. Subpoena

YUZAWA, Michio 1. Subpoena

T0J0, Hideki 1. Subpoena

IKM‘IL , Tadao 1., Subpoena

IWAKURO, Hideo 1. Subpoena

I‘i

Shaewy

T
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5. In the event that this is not complete, the remainder of the data

will be forwarded to you without delay as soon as 1t 1is received by this
office. |

3. Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling and
returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300, -

15 Incls - DOUGIAS L, VAILDORF
(Described above) | Chief, Investigative Division

IPS




1‘ 'I .

MEMORANDUM August 1947

ey A - BT "B f AR Y
-

?

70
; ;ﬁ Np. Fihelly, Mr, lepes, Gaph. Rebinson,

BReEdwards . o un

FROM:

L]
rﬁi .
i s Lis i W & i
o i € ol Us

SUBJECT; Secret :Bunds Interrogation Transeripts. . ... i s
By 5 he Gitgtion(a)ere;the“Befcndanthjg e i g  jog

-:""L »

i
L ] -
L] 5 . a L) % ¥
- 3 !

. A geries of interrogations has beer conducted in
connoction with an inveetigation re alleged &buses and
corrupt practice= aurrounding tne uscs mado ofngncvot‘ﬁunda
by tho Dofcndrnts and othors. dvriug the last War. The
trangcripte 0. such intorrogabtions have been placed on file
‘in.tho: Invostigaiive Divisiou, Zoom #386.

The infoimetion dhricfly referred to below came to
our attontion in this mar-er, Joceusc of your intercst in
tho Dofendant(s) it is being cited tor your roference.

Tha essonce of the information is as follows:

BASAEAYA, Ryoishi, stated that he harbored i1l feeling toward
the accused NURO because he had been instrumental inm bringing

aboud the SUISEN SHNEYO, or the "recommended election.® Jecord-
ing So SASAKAVA, the Aray openly rescsmended candidates whom
they favored becanse it was known such sandidates would sponser

oligue. On the other hand, however, the Army eould not prevent
those who were kunown to de anti-militarists from campaigaing,
s if they did so, the Army wvas instrumental in having the
Home Ministry police throughout Jspan e with their

The portinondSpe Wtiashel: ora will bo found in
tho transcript of the inwerrogation of , S L.

datod SASAKANA, Byetebd r2co(s) ___(ot soq).

10 April 1947 7
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Nr. Satton

Sopy to: Ny,




-

MEMORANTUM

— 92 August 1947

/
TQ: Nr. lLester G, Dunigan, Nr, Fihelly

FROM! William B, fdwards

SUBJECT: Secret Fands Interrogation Transcripts
Citation(s) re the Defendant(g): 0J0

A series of interrogations h
connection with an inveetigation re
corrupt practice= surroundings tho uses mado of Secrot Funds
by tho Dofcndents and othors, dvring the last ¥ar, Theo

transcripts ol such in’crrosations havo boon placed on file
in tho Invostigativolﬂivjsimn, lloom #386.

28 been conducted in
alloged aduscs and

| The information bricfly roforred to below camr to
our astention in this ranans,

Socause of your interost in
tho Dofendant(s) it is deine cited for ycur roferecnco.

'The eesonce of the information 1s as followg:

Flease refer to my memorandum to Messrs. Sutton and Danigan,
dated 12 June 1947, re alleged shipments of money derived
from opium traffie in Ohima to Defendant $0JO. In thie sanme

connection, reference also is made $o the following inter-
rogation transeripte:

HOSOKAWA, Morisada 1 Nay 1947
KAWASAKI. Yutaka 13 Nay 1947

21 Nay 1947
SATOMI, Hajime 2l Nay 1947

The portinont questions and enswers will be found in
the transcript of %he invnorrogatvion of

datol  See-sbeve &

SEATR T & SCSEREIO pagO(é) o ~ _(ot 80q).

Copy to: My, Frank S. Tavenner
Nr, David N. Satton
Nr. A, A. Sandusky
Judge Ohe-Chun Hsiang

- L L T AR g
A._.h_____._....__.___...____._. -
e e——
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MEMORANDUM | g August 1947

Mr, M‘“' My, ’ﬂl‘ll’
FROM: William E. EFdwards

SUBJECT: Secret Funds Interrogation Transcripts
Citation(s) re the Defcndantm: 2050

A series of interrogations has beoen conducted in
connection with an investigation re alleged abusos and
corrupt practicos surrounding the uscs made of Scerot FMunds
by tho Dofondants and othors, during the last War. The
transcripte of such inteorrogations have boon placed on file
in thoe Invostigative Division, Room #386.

The information bricfly reforred to below camo to
our attontion in this manncr, Becausc of your interost in
tho Defondant(s) it is belng cited for your referonco.

Tho essonce of the information is as follows:

When discussing the reported brides, or finsncial
subsidies, extended to many of the candidates £8F the Diet
during the campaign of April 1942, SASAKAVA, Ryoichi, stated
that the yen was distributed am
fhen asked if he was aware that ABE had obtained the yen from
the secret war funds, he replied that he could not state thet
to be a fact, but added that there was no other source from
whence AE could have obtained the money. To support his
statement on this score, SASAKAWA pointed out that ABE ig

TOJO's senior, and added that unless the money had come from

Thce porti‘m ﬁmm answers will be found in

tho transcript of the intorrogation of

ong candidates by ABE, kWt

datod  CASAKAVA - ByeiaEml . =
0 Ty ° pago(s) Bl

(ot wag)



e

secret war funde (over vhich T0J0, as VWar Minister, had eomtrol)
there would have been no reason why AEE ghould have concurred
with all of TOJO's views and proposals,

(NOTE: wunw: deduction on this score is confirmed
by General TANAKA, Ryukichi's, statement made carly lash
February to the effect that Nobuyuki, had bdeen employed
by the defendants TOF0 and NUTO and other members of the elique
as a go-between in distriduting seeret war funds to various
politiclans in order that the miliSarists might manipulate and
gain control of the Diet. Others who have been interrogated -
since have shared this opinion.) _

°°ia¥ to: My, Tavenner
Mr. Sutton

- .
- Fu s .-‘_#_""-L h”*‘j
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MEMORANDUM __ 7 August 1947
mQs Wr. Lester O, Dunigan, Mr. Fihelly
FROM: William E. FElwards

' SUBJ‘EC’D: Secret - Fiais IntefrOgation Trenscripts

Citation(s) re the Defendant@®): TOJO

A sefes of interrogations has been conducted in
contnoction with «n investigation re alleged abuses and
corrupt practicar surrounding the uscs made of Sccrot Funds
by tho Dofendicits and othors, duvring the last War. The
T scripts of cuch intcrrogations have beon placed on file

the Invostizatiive Division, Loom #386.

The information bricfly refeorred to below came to
our attontiow in this ran~c¢r, 3ecausc of your intercst in
tho Defnnd:—.q,t{s) it is belng: cited for your roferencoe.

Tho essonce of ithoe information is as follows:

“lease refer to my memorandum to Nessrs. Sutton and Dunigan
datod 12 June 1947, re alleged shipments of money derived
from opium traffie in China to Defendant TOJO, In tiis sAne

connection, reference also 1s mede to the following inter-
rogation transcriptsi

WME 2418
HOSCKAYA, Morissada 1 Hay 1547
FAYASART. Yutaka 12 Moy 1947
_ 21 May 1947
SATOMI, Bajime 2l Nay 1947

The portinont questions and answers will be found in

the transcript of tho inmorrogation of

—_ —

dee above

—=- =

datod at pago(s) _

—

Copy tot! Mp, Frank 5. Tavenner
My, David N, Sutton
Nr. A, A, Sandusky
Judge Che-Chun Halong

Totr_ 80q) .
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MEMORANDUM ' August 1947
19 |
703

; thelly, Mr. Lopes, Capt. Eobinson
FROM: \H}mﬂré

SUBJECT: Secrot Funds Interrogation Transcripts
Citation(s) re the Defendant(s):

TOJO, MUTO

A series of interrogations has been conducted in
connoction with an investigation re alleged ebuscs and
corrupt practiceca surrovnding bthe usce made of Secrot Funds
by tho Dofendrrnts and others, duriang the last War. The
transcripte n.' suich interrogations have beon placed on filc
in tho Inveet’ g'}.uvc Division, Nloom #386.

The informction bricfly reforred to below came to
our attention in this man~er, 3Ieeczausc of your interost in
tho Defendancls) it is belne cited for your roference.

Th.o egsonce of the information ies as follows:

USMATSUE, Toma, retired from the Navy with the rank of Admiral
in 1931. In 1936 and 1937 he was twice defeated in election
for the Diet. UMNATSURE claimed that his fallures in these

tvo campaigns vers attridutable to the fact that he was not
affiliated wvith any one of the “flourishing parties" even
though he was regarded as a militarist. Hovever, UEMATSUN
ran again for a eeat in the Houne of Represeatatives in the
campelgn of April 1942 (the War Diet) and was elected.

ke Sy mcsesshul

Yormer

Shak Hal!!!

datod e - at pago(s) (ot a;zq).

" UBMATSUE, Toma
8 Moy 1947 5

l
1
1



caniidates in the April 1943 election who hod received fimancial '

from War Ministyy secret funds. |
election he had aftended
£ the eveming

during

for making the ¥
funds) available for
$o URK/TSUE that he did mob

ANAKA) %0 thenk bud that he sheuld express his grak
%o the accused WURO, who at that time was Ohlef, Rilitary

Buresm, TANAKA them vas Chief, Military Service l%hﬁ
atates that he wvas gonvinsed at the time that ADXIRAL
aistakenly thanked him wvhile laboring under the delusion that
TANAKA was Chief, Military Affaies Burssu. It uas gonerally
xmown emong ¥he subsidigzed candidates that the Ghief, Nilitary
Affaire Pure (MU20) wae vesponsible for having mada the War
Minlstry essoret funds available to ARR, Notuyuki, for dlstribution
emong the candidates whieh were hand-pieked by the TOJO clique.

hen informed about thie imcident, Admiral UBMATSUE acknowledged
the fact that he Rad Yearned thet hils campaign mansgere had re-
ceived ¥ 5,000 from ABE's political organization. In this com~-
nection, UBM.TSUE asserted that he believed that the accused TOJO
had saked ARE "to run the selectioa of nominees in this manner
in order $o prepare the grounds for the organisstion of the
IRAPS, which was organized after the slections. Thie was in
keeping-withhis 'one party for one country.'" However, in
addi8ica to his contention thet he believed TOJO was seeking
%o simplify the elections mainly becmuse of war," UEMATSUR
also agreed that the TOJO military clicue sought at the time of
the April 1942 election %o gailn gontrol of the Diet through
careful selection of the candidates.

‘hen asked what his unlerstanding might be with respect %o
the oriteria employed by the accused MUTC and ABE in the
sslection of the candidstes, URMATSUE professed
thit he had "no ides what eriterion was used, and I can't guens
how the candidstes were chosen."

. ULM. TSUE elaimed that he 4id not realize the ¥ 5,000 received

5 by his campaign managers had ‘come fros War Ministry secret funde
antil his meeting with TANAKA, Ryukiehi, at the Army Hall party
referred %o above. According to UBHATSUE at that time TARAKA |
412 not say that either he (TANAXA) or General NUTO had turned i.
the War Hinistry secret funds over $o Gemeral ABE, but merely |
had informed UEMATSUE $hat the funds bad been made availsble
by the Hilitary Affairs Buresn, UEMATSUR did edmit, however,
that he reslizes that the accused NUTO vas Ohief, Militery
Affaire Pureau, at that time,




o g g - o """M_" R

tely
question, UBMATSUR said that "I 414 Shink it was ra
that this money which was to de spent on the war had deen con-
triduted to the money used for election campalgns. *

Finally, UBNATSUR alleged that it was pot until he heard
TANAKA, Ryukichi, testify in the {nstant trial that he ¥mev that

msu,ooomn-.umfmnm received had come
from the accused MUTO ae , Military Affairs Buresu.

Copy to: My, Tavenner
¥r. Sutton

WEE/nob
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MEMORANDUM —af_ August 1947

\

mO: B: m Nr. Fihelly, Nr. hp;l. Sapt. h“lﬂﬂ.

FROM: Villiem #. Edwards

SUBJECT: Secorel Finds Incerrogation Tranecripts
Citetiorn(e) re the Defendant(s):

2O - W0

A sories of interrogations has beer conductod in
connoction vritly &1 investbigz2ticon o alleprd abusecs and
corrupt predticen sUrrLNUMiINES no N8CE mide 35 Sesreot Finds
by tho Dofcny ara and atgars, duriue the last ¥er. Thoe
transcripts ci suich intersiogutions heve vaca viaced on file
in tho Invecet. gavive Division, «ocu $386,

The .afarmziion Yeiclly roeforrnd to below came to
our attention in thizx rarnnr,  Toco2use of your insernst in
tho Deofendant({s) it is belne cited tor y.ur roferenco.

Tho essonce of the information is as follows:

TASUNI, Sabure, retired from the Naval serviee in 1951. In

1932 he vas elected to the Houmse of Representatives in the

Diet and lsunched upon a politiecal career during the peried
February 1932 %o sometiss in 1943,

> SELJIKAI was organised ia 19432
TASUNI becams one of the direetors, or SONU, in whieh -ln;l.ty

he had served in the SEITUKAI, When the NIHONSEIJIKAL was
for-lhlu‘hlm,tl-IMhﬂnputofm.

or direetor, in that organisation, likewise. Thus, 1% will

(See attached page
The portinont questions and answors will be found in

tho transcerint »f the intoerroga-.ion of
. TASUNI, Sature k. .
datod_ 24 April 1947 ., at pago(s) B (ot moq).




be seen that the Subjeet assumed a role of leadership in these
successive political organigations from the year following his
retirement from the Navy and his election to the Diet until
the end of the hostilities.

It has been ascertained during the course of this inter-
rogation that the permanent SONU were responsible for the fixing
of all policies of the political organisations under consideration
and also were supposedly most fanmiliar with the fiscal affairs
of such organisgations.

When questioned with respect to vhat knowledge YASUMI
had regarding the receipts of Army secret funds for use in
finaneing the political campaigns of members of his politieal
organizations who sought electica to the Diet, YASUMI, among
other things, stated that Sowsrd the end of the TOJO Cabinet
there was a rumor circulating to the effect that the Army was
handing out brides in order to dring about the eleetion of
their own chosen candidates. YASUMI claims that upom becoming
familiar with this rumor, as a BONU in the political organiza-
tions, he openly stated, as he had done on prior oeccasions,
that he was opposed to the political organiszations of Japan
receiving money from CGovermment sourees. TASUMI stated $hat
because of this open statement the KENPAI TAI came %o investi-
gate him a® being an anti-militariss.

TASUMI stated that he unjerstood that ABE, Nobuyuki,
had charge of distributing money among nolitical candidetes
which had besn obtained from Government scurces, inecluding
War Hinletry seeret funds. He added that after the April
1942 slection (NOTE: there appears %o be a mistake in the
transeript of the interrogatien, in that the 194] election
is ropeatedly referred to wvhereas the interrogators had in
mind the Wor Diet election of 1942), he learned that there had
been approximately twenty people mssociated with man organisation
known as the YOKUSANSRIJITAISEI.XAKURI TSU IINKAI who were
responsible for the handing out of these funds under the
direction of ABE, Nobuyuki.

TASUNI denled that he had received #38& of the ¥ 5,000

Arny secret fund hand-outs at the time of the April 1943
election, but admitted that a close friend of his had
received such a sum. He refused to divulge the name of his
friend stat that there must have been many other candidates
vho received T 5,000 contributions of War Ministry Secret

funde who eould be investigated just as well as his friend.

The significance of YASUMI'e claim that he had been
investigated by the XENFEI TAI for having openly expressed
his opposition %o political organiszations receiving contributions

from Govermment sources hecomes clear when it is borne in mind
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that he alse pointed out that fome tweniy peocple under the
direction of ABE, Nobuyuki, were responsidle for the distri-
bution of War Ministry secret funds among political candidates.
It has been quite clearly estadlished that in this

AEE, Nobuyuki, was working ia elose sonjunstion
mcm.um»n.:m 1

that of the accused NUTO, '
Affairs The fact that YASUMI had been
izmediately by the KEXPEI TAI as an
of his opposition to




