j Litchfield, Connectlcuti,
‘ . January 10, 1947.
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I, Eugene H, Dooméan, counselor of the American Embasgy

at Tolkvo from May 22, 1937, to December 8, 1941, certify that
X on May 23, 1932, while Charge d'Affaires ad interim of the

“mbassy, I met Baron Hiranuma, at that time the Prime Minlsuer

of Javan, and that he then requested me to convey o vne

President of the United States & provosal that a conference

of the Greai Powers be called by President Roosevelt to

endeavor to avert the war which was then threatening in

Surove.
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Earon Hiranume said that if war should break out 1in
Europe the United States and Japan would inevitaebly Dbe

dravn into it, and that a world war would accomplish nothing 1
but the destruction of civilization. He added ithat if the |

vronosed confercnce could Le nheld, Japan would agree to tne
placing before it of the gino~-Jananese conflict, even vhough |
1t had been the policy of thhe Jananese Government to refuse

to allow third countrizss to intervene between Jenan and

China. An extended account of our sonverseation will be founc

in =y despatch no. 3937, dated June T, 194]1, from Toiyo ©o
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Lthe Secretery ol Staie.

T hed lon-: Leen ewvare thatu baron Tirenuna mainivained
excevntionally close Ders nal relstions with the Emperor and
Ty

cartain other intluentia ners of the I@per.al Famlly.

As the Jananese Aray had ropealedly declared that no
interposition of third powers Letween Jeven and China would
be tolerated, it was clear that the Frime Minigter could

not have made the provosal deacribed unless he were pranared
to irvoke the intervention of ine mnperoy ‘In overconing

-he oonnosition of the Arny, which would be certalin, 1o
layinz the Sino-Jamanese conflict before thie Western Powers.
i'g prorosal for an international conference which would
Seelkt, amon: other things, a setilesnent of Sino-Japensse
ig=zues, nostulated a willingn=ss to resort to this extrene
and unprecedented neasure; . With results within Janan no one
could for:see. I was, therefore, profoundly convinced at
that tiae that Zaron “Yiranuma veas earnestly and couraicously
seeltin® to restore peace in ths Far Zast on & dursible basls
2.4 o aver:i war with any of the Western Powers.

~ That convlecilon was only strengthened DYy gubeseqguent \\
mawledre that he hed supvorted the sendin( in Ja&nuary 1041 3

of “r. S. Hashimoto to the United States Lo exvlore with
6fficials in the Departiment of gtate and with leading Americans
4. % - = & & .. " . - " § W A - _1__-' -
the posgsitility of negotilations Dbeuween unec United States anc
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Javan looking toward the resolving of the critical situation
in the Pacifilc.

T confidently bellieve that no evidence will be adduced
before tae Innernat*omal Tribunal o controvert my considered
judgment that Baron mirenume did not promote wap and that he

vas not involved in any consplracy uoO promote war.
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