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Lamaism, we are told, is a variety of Buddhism. That may 
be so as regards form, but the Spirit or Life is emphatically non
exotic, being in fact, a palpable reaction to geographic and climatic 
anomalies. Large numbers of Tibetans, for instance, reside more 
or less permanently between 12,000 and 16,000 feet. This means 
that they are in unescapabie contact with a N atare so erratic, in
. discriminating-, and overwhelming in her operations; and men so 
selfish in heart and uncertain in conduct, that enmity, as spiritual 
entities, or influences, seems omnipresent and eternal. N aturally, 
men obsessed with such unpleasant conceptions of nature would 
specialize in devising protective machinery against the machin
ations of an unfriendly Spirit world. Consequently we find that 
the Tibetan has solved this problem to his own satisfaction, and a 
working hypothesis, called Lamaism, has, it is believed, the power 
through magic, to conquer the Spirits, square accounts w ith the 
gods, and procure the goodwill of unfriendly multitudes in unseen 
places. But Lamaism did not end here. It gradually began to 
extend its influence in other directions. Prim arily concerned with  
Spirits and m alignant influences, the quasi-divine priests, drawn 
from all the fam ilies in the land, trained in the most orthodox 
schools in Lhasa, and concentrated in ail the strategic positions, 
soon became w ithout question the class best fitted to rule their 
kinsmen advantageously. A glance at the development of Tibet
an politics w ill show that their task was not an easy one. A t 
a very early date refugees from China, and malcontent adven
turers and criminals from other lands, filtered in and formed 
groups in suitable localities. Now and then strong men united 
them into a nation, but the cohesive power was, as a rule, either 
strained or snapped by an unusually forbidding topography. The 
final outcome of the struggle seemed certain. The groups in the 
Tibetan land wrould never be united permanently into a nation with  
a common language, a fixed ideal, and a capital w ith an authori
tative pull. But Lamaism came on the scene, declared the almost, 
discarded programme possible, and set out to prove her claim. 
But how? By providing a system , the component parts of which 
were drawn entirely from the people, and which in  the end must 
be absolutely essential to the people. A Divine sanction behind it  
all was rightly considered of the utm ost importance. I f  Lamaism  
is examined in detail we find (a ) A holy city w ith a God Incarnate 
whose authority is final. (6 ) A fraternity composed of men from  
all localities, positions in life, and different ethnic groups, who 
submit to training and receive ordination in the theocratic capital, 
(c) Then miniatures of the holy city established all over the Tibet
an continent are stocked with Lhasa-trained monks and governed  
by Dalai-appointed cardinals. These lam aseries representing all 
the fam ilies in the district and eventually a ll the population of 
Tibet, as more or less independent groups are, w ith system s o f  
their own, subject to the “Central Sun,” the ever powerful super
magnet in Lhasa. But the holy city had more than an indirect in-
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fluence on the Tibetan laymen. P ilgrim s from all regions impelled 
by the m igrating instinct, curiosity, reverent faith , and on a quest 
for peace ana deliverance from fear, flock to Lhasa as the Hebrews 
did to Jerusalem  and as Moslems to do Mecca.

N aturaily such centres could not long escape the worldly taint, 
and like Lhasa, most of them have become all that the town is to 
normal peoples: the centres of government, trade, culture, amuse
m ent and religion. A s regards the former, where Chiria has 
control, Lamaism no longer governs directly, but still, retaining 
the divine sanction, it has an influence that often amounts to the 
-same thing.

A  wholesale condemnation of Lamaism would proclaim us to 
be victims of a fatuous prejudice. Its long life alone should set 
us thinking. But history shows how it formed a nation which re
tained its identity in the face of tremendous odds. It has, in spite 
of a strong pull towards the sloughs of savagery or absorption by 
■China, given the Tibetans an independent culture. By the mon
astic system  also, it has in a measure solved the overpopulation 
problem, and at the same time applied a sound economic principle. 
For instance, while recognizing the value of pastoral and agricul
tural pursuits, it has not been blind to their limitations. Hence, 
it  has favoured the monastic concentration ivhich (</.) relieves the 
congestion on the plateaus and in the vallevs now and in the future: 
and (')) from the surplus human material in the lam aseries is 
producing the men the exigencies of the times demand (c) Very 
■often, too, these Institutions are the factories for producing lux
uries and ornaments; the centre of commercial activies; and in
directly powerful civilizing agencies, (d) Perh ps, also, no in
fluence can compare with theirs in reducing the innumerable dial
ec ts of Tibet to a common denominator. All this must be admitted: 
to deny it would be accusing Lamaism of being blind to the main 
chance. But even allow there is such a thing as “ useful error,” 
and that Lamaism honourably acquits itself; still Error of any 
kind is not Truth. But Christianity is, and sooner or later Truth 
and Error must grapple, and in that conflict Truth w ill expose 
magic and dispel Ignorance. Then all that is not good and true 
in Lamaism w ill die and the Truth will make the Tibetan free. It 
may be that C hristianity w ill recognize the good principles em
ployed by the Lamaists and become a political system; or it may 
remain a religion independent of the state, but powerfully modify
ing programmes, iind consecrating the activité? of rulers. In any 
case, the duty of the missionary is clear, and we agree with Major 
Darwin that “To spread abroad noble ideas is the surest way of 
promoting racial progress.” But we go further and affirm that 
the Great Principles <;f the New Testam ent w ill banish ignorance 
and reveal the Truth that w ill make men free.

MR. KAO’S TESTIM O NY.
(Chungkinghsien)

O riginally I w as an atheist. A fter I graduated from Middle 
School, circumstances made it impossible for me to continue my 
studies. I therefore took a situation in a cotton yarn warehouse. 
Two years ago I went to the Gospel Hall and received some spir
itual help from Mr. Amos. Last year when Mr. Lea came to 
preach I received further help from John H6. Formerly I griev
ed because I could not carry on with my studies but now I look 
upon the Bible as a necessary foundation to my studies. T. C.
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F r e d e r i c k  B i r d

In speaking or  wri t ing about  God ’s work,  irrespective of 
place or beginnings,  the value and importance of prayer,  and 
d ie  undisputed par t  prayer  has played throughout ,  mus t  never 
be overlooked. It. cannot  be known when prayer  was started,  
a nd  when it began to be answered.  Thus  in wri t ing about  
the Chuan Miao work,  one is compelled to admit  tha t  prayei'  
operated from early days of tire work.

I t  was in the early years of the present  century when the 
great  movement  a m o n g  the Miao, generally,  began. I t  was 
begun and guided under  God, by Mr.  S. Pollard,  Mr.  F.  Dy
mond  and Mr.  Adam.  Y\Te can readily enter  into the Chris
t ian life of tha t  period,  and  feel sure tha t  much prayer  was 
•offered for the Tribes,  and  scattered clans,  that. God would 
work among  them.  The present wri ter did bis best in those 
early days to reach these people, and prayed earnestly for 
thei r  salvat ion,  but  he was not  permi t ted  to see results,  and 
was not  finally privileged tol ive among them till at. least twenty 
.years after.

We however give than ks  tha t  we have been allowed to 
see the Grace of God working in the lives of the much-despised 
Miao dur ing  more than  ten yea rs ’ residence among them.

The work here was actually begun,  indirectly at least,  by 
the German  Sisters working in Tat ing and Pichieh,  and by 
their  faithful test imony.  Many Miao and 1-Chia were brought  
to the Lord at  the  above places, and  the witness became wide
spread,  and  affected the Miao over the border  in Szechuan.  
These la t ter  heard garbled accounts of the Gospel;  among  the 
things heard was tha t  a Miao King  had  appeared.  The 
leaders of the various clans sent representat ives to Tat ing  to 
enquire.  These representat ives were enter tained by the 
Sisters,  while being inst ructed in Gospel Tru ths.  After 
learning all they could in the t ime,  they asked for teachers 
to be sent to them.  They were informed tha t  there were 
missionaries at  Yungn ing,  and were to communicate  with 
them.  Tliis began the work here,  as Mr.  Herbe r t  came to 
live among them,  and later,  began to build the premises here 
a t  F u h i n ua n .  Hun dreds  a t tended the meetings,  bu t  not  
always without  other  motives.  Later  Mr. and  Mrs.  Gowman 
were sent  to the work and did fai thful  service. We are in 
debted to botb,  par t icularly for stressing the Pollard Miao 
Script ,  and t ranslat ing hymns ,  which were later incorporated 
into a small  hymn-book ;  without  doubt  the work would have
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mad e  greater progress had  G od ’s two servants stayed on irr 
the work. I t  was almost impossible for us, on whom the- 
added burden fell, to cope with the work of so large a field, 
about, six days East  and West ,  and at least three days North- 
and South.  One pa r t  seems perennial ly infested by robber  
bands .

Mr .  A d am ,  ment ioned above, at the beginning of the- 
Miao great  movement ,  had a school at  Anshuen ,  and a boy 
was converted then.  '  As he grew tip he wandered away from 
the  Lord. Later  he became very ill and he then promised 
the  Lord tha t  if he was raised up,  he would devote the re
maind er  of his life to preaching the Gospel.  After being 
raised up.  he heard of the movement  among the Chuan Miaor 
and  came immediate ly to help fulfil his vow. Being a 
Miao, and filled with love to the Lord,  he soon made contact,  
and so lived and taugh t  and faithfully witnessed tha t  a 
nu mb er  of families turned to Christ .  After three very busy 
mon ths  in this way. he contracted the dread typhus,  and  died 
among the people he had so recently won for the Lord Jesus.  
Our  privileged joy was to enter  into his labors. More than  
eighty were baptised a t  this place soon after his death.  This 
is one of the most  encouraging par ts  of our work.  Begun by 
a Miao in direct contact  with his own people,  we have seen 
this work grow and deepen.  Some of the young people 
bapt ised then are now parents ,  and have chi ldren who are 
being taught  the Wa y  of Life. Mark Chang’s life was f ru i t 
ful, and  the local work is a memorial  to his faithfulness.

Included in actual methods  is the constant ,  necessary 
visi tat ion among the Churches,  which nu mber  at least twenty.  
Teaching,  intercourse,  advice, fellowship and worship,- have 
chief place on these visits. The Miao love for music and sing
ing is a big factor in teaching Gospel t ru ths .  New hy m n s  
with important  teachinf*are assimilated quickly.  They think  
nothing  of staying up  all night to learn new hy mn s  and tunes,  
then close on dawn,  will snatch a little sleep, and then work 
in the fields all day.  This process is repeated till our  visit 
ends.  We often promise ourselves a week’s sleep, when we 
return  home,  but  the joy compensates for the  loss of sleep. 
I t  is useless paying a short  visit, then sit back with c om 
placence,  th ink ing you have done someth ing;  visits have to 
be repeated frequently if one is to offset the enemies who 
seek to sow false teaching,  as we have found to our  cost, in 
places wrecked by the Seventh da}7 people.

We are for tunate  in having four devoted preachers in
cluding a Bible W o m a n ,  and a Pastor .  We have also a 
n um be r  of other  leaders who are well versed in Scripture,  and
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who know God. These dn faithful work under  very t rying 
condit ions,  eating and sleeping under  difficulties. Our  Pastor 
said to me, with a sad voice, 1 cannot  put  my linger on a 
single person,  and say.  I  was ins t rumental  in winning him 
for the Lord.  Whi le we sympathise with h im,  we thank  God 
for the holy dissatisfaction,  and for the desire to be able to 
do so. Yet  the work among the Miao is of this nature .  
Many agencies are at work influencing this one,  and tha t  one, 
a little here and a little there,  unti l  fruit is found in someone 
being saved, 110 one person being the solo ins t rument  in tfie 
result .  Preachers face hard travel in robber-infested areas, 
somet imes,  as recently,  preachers and hosts have to spend 
the n ight  hiding in the mountains  tili robber bands pass. 
JS'ot long ago one preacher  was threatened to be shot.  This 
faithful service results in men and women being saved, and 
believers deepened in spiritual thing*. There is also a long
ing on the par t  of some to reach out after the unsaved in 
out-of-the-way places. This surely is a sign of heal th and 
life.

Last  year there were only ten bapt ised;  these were 
variously influenced for Christ.. There are somewhere in the 
vicinity of five hundred  baptised believers in the district .  
One interest ing thing is that  when bapt isms take place, 
there are usually an equal num ber  of men and women.  One 
impor tan t  fact worth not ing is tha t  the men are willing to 
teach their  women folk, and family prayers are conducted in 
man y  homes.  The evening meetings conducted at the Central  
Stat ion,  are regular Bible study gatherings,  and prove very 
helpful to all who can at tend.

Another  fruitful method has been the P r imary  school, 
which has been runn ing  for about ten years.  Some of the 
local leaders in out-stat ions are oid school boys, influenced 
for Christ  while in the school;  t ruly Mrs. Bird has left, her  
mark on many  of these oid scholars.  Some of our  present 
leaders are old school boys, doing work,  and reaching men 
and women,  tha t  the missionary cannot, possibly reach and  
overtake.  I t  speaks well for those who had these boys in 
control in those early days.  The Miao leaders bear me out 
in this.

Bible Schools for a week or more are held at different 
t imes during the year.  Some are for men and women,  others 
for men only,  and some for women only.  Ear ly this  year 
we had  a scries of meetings for a week, when about  eighty 
at tended,  men and women.  The Miao are ext remely poor,  
and have to work hard to make a mere existence,  so 
it, can be seen tha t  it is not  easy for them to at tend these
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meetings.  We find visiting in their  homes in the winter  a 
fruitful t ime for teaching.  I t  is not  easy t ravell ing then,  
but  as the -Miao are free and sit round their  fires, we sit with 
them and have happy t imes of fellowship in prayer  and 
Bible stud.y. Then is the t ime when vermin are so numerous  
and br ing about  epidemics of typhus and scarlet fever,  which 
mean ma n y  deaths.

Though there are no heathen temples among  the tribes 
in this par t ,  and no idols as such, they are really demon  
worshippers.  They have great belief in sorcerers who are 
numerous .  One great obstacle to the spread of the Gospel  
is the strong desire on the par t  of the old people to liave a 
bullock kilJed on the death of old people, in a par t icular  
ma nner ,  as an offering to the spirits.  Lest  their  young 
people,  through believing the Gospel,  should be prevented 
from observing this heathen custom,  the older people hinder  
the young  accepting Christ ,  by put t ing man y  obstacles in 
their  way. The gather ing of the clans at Chinese Xew Year,  
and special Miao fairs through the year lend themselves to 
p reaching the Gospel,  but  one feels the need of direct  pe r 
sonal contact  with the Lord Jesus because of the realised 
influence of evil spirits among  the people. These clans 
gather  for carousal,  and demon worship.  Oppor tun i ty  ¡3 
also taken to arrange betrothals between the young people, 
alas,  too often, too young.  The musical  in s t rum en t  is very 
much in evidence,  but  this thing is dropped immediate ly 
they become Christ ians.  So if you meet  a Miao who professes 
to be a Christ ian and  plays one of these ins t rument s ,  you 
may  be sure he is false. Strange to tell, the women Miao 
seem fascinated by these tunes which too often lead to 
immora l i ty .  We have never been able to fathom this mat ter ,  
and for obvious reasons have not  sought to go deeply into the 
subject.  Suffice it to say.  tha t  in the minds  of the men who 
come out  of hea thenism,  it is too closely associated with evil 
spirits and immoral i ty .

At  one place in our district ,  the Christ ians have bui l t  a 
del ightful  little chapel ,  and it is one of our  joys to visit at  
this place. There is also a " P r o p h e t ’s Ch a m b e r” , and there 
is always a warm welcome from the Christ ians there.  Clean
liness is the rule there.  I t  is touching to see the way the 
!\Iiao whose hearts  the Lord has filled with His  Love, seek to 
prench the Gospel to the Chinese,  al though they have been 
so badly t reated by them for many  years.  We are longing 
for a great  spiritual awakening among the tribes.  Wine 
•drinking and immoral i ty  prevail among the unbel ievers,  and 
only the Mighty Power of God can possibly change their  lives.
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J o h n  R . S i s t o x

These are notes of ;i journey which T made in company 
with ?.!r. J .  Huston Edgar ,  and Dr.  Lil jestrand and Oscar,  
into a pa r t  of the Tibetan border which has h i the r to  largely 
escaped the at tent ions of the globe trotter,  or even the 
scientific explorer,  al though it lias been visited by both.  
A las. it lias also, to a great extent ,  been neglected by the 
emissaries of the Prince of Peace. Wi th  the except ion of 
the sporadic visits of one soli tary miss ionary. and the 
occasional journeys of an X .B .S .S .  colporteur  dist r ibut ing 
the  Sacred Scriptures,  1 )0  a t tempt  has been made systemat i 
ca ;!y to evangelize the large populat ions tha t  inhabi t  the 
bills mid daies of the Kinchnan .  This is hardly to be won
dered at, as unti l  recent, years the terr i tory would have b jen 
considered inaccessible. Geographical ly it lies among the 
mountains  tha t  separate the low-lying lands of China proper 
to the East  from the great grass-clad tablelands of Tibet  on 
the West.  I t  is a t  no pa r t  lower than 0000 feet, and is e n 
c lo s e d  by mounta in  ranges whose lowest highways,  from any 
direction,  are 14,000 to 18,000 feet above sea level, and the 
t raversing of which cannot be accomplished at any season, 
without  some elements of danger and  difficulty. Then ,  too, 
it is ‘‘T ibe t” , tmd tha t  name ,  in many minds ,  at  once con
jures up  the words ‘ closed”  and  " f o r b id d e n ” . Wha tever  
may have given rise to the fiction it is clear tha t  grounds for 
it no longer exist., and wide regions of well populated count ry 
tire fully open to the Gospel messenger;  and there is reason 
to know' tha t  at  least his message will be given a hearing.  
During this recent, journey thousands of Scriptures were 
dis t ributed,  in m a n y  cases sold,  and it  is the simple t ruth 
to say that, they were seldom refused.  One of the thrills of 
the tr ip was the occasion when,  for the first t ime in his life, 
an old man read a tract ,  the first and only l i terature ever 
published in his own (Kia rung)  tongue.  The shock of 
surprise that  came over his face as he read and cried ou t:  
"01),  I unders t a nd” , was something not soon to be forgotten.  
Those who are li terate read Tibetan.

■Kixcmw.N— Golden S treams— is the basin of two rivers 
('ailed by tha t  name.  The larger flows south roughly along 
the line 102 E.  long, through three or four degrees to 31 N. 
lat.,  where it  is joined by the  smaller  st ream,  which lias 
flowed west through nearly one degree.  Hal f  a mile nor th  
of the meet ing of the waters stands the town of Romidrangu,  
city of the Romi,  and now called Tanpa  by the Chinese.

IN THE OPEN LANDS OF TIBET
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Here we are in the mids t  of towering mountains ,  forming in 
some cases perpendicular  crags, through which there are 
i i teralh7 no outlets save the river beds. These lead nor th ,  
south,  east and  west out  into more open count ry inhabi ted 
by nat ive populat ions,  which are still, one hundred and fifty 
years after the campaigns of conquest  of Kien Lung,  only 
par t ial ly under  Chinese rule, ma n y  being virtually autono
mous.  I  believe the recent a t t empts  to place these peoples 
ethnologieally are purely tentat ive,  and for the present they 
are more usefully described by the languages they use. Those 
centr ing around Tanpa  and spreading a short  distance nor th 
and far ther  nor thwest  and west, are known as Kesor  Geshi- 
kin. Many are comparat ively well " f i x e d ; some sections 
of the country producing luxur iously grains,  fruits and 
flowers. The following paragraph was wri t ten one evening 
after we arr ived at  Ba’aam (Bavvang),  fifteen miles nor th of 
Tanpa.

The house on whose roof we sit is probably 800 feet 
above the rushing  s tream,  and the mounta in  peak opposite 
reaches upwards 3000 feet. The top of the peak is a p rec i
pice desti tute of vegetation,  and comes down to a thick forest 
in the midst  of which there shoot* out  another  cliff. Below 
the forest,  at  about  1500 feet, begins cul t ivated land where 
fifteen families live in perfectly awe-inspir ing situations.  
Below again are unscalable cliffs, and  how the people make  
the ascent to tlie cul t ivated grounds is a mystery.  Along'  the 
r iver  bank are waving fields of maize su rround ing  villa-like 
homes.  Away to the r ight ,  far ther  down the river beyond 
the forest-browed beetling cliffs, is more land under  cul t iva
t ion;  and cont inuing to the r ight  the productive slopes.abovs 
Ta np a  are to be seen. The mounta in  in tha t  vicinity is 
equal in height  to the one opposite; the cul t ivated port ion,  
which is deeply gored by two fissures ru nn ing  down the 
centre,  and one crossing obliquely,  is su rmounted  by forest- 
clad steeps reaching to the summ i t .  Sharp,  needle-like 
peaks pierce the sky, while the nearer  foreground imm edia 
tely in view from here is like the Garden of the Lord.  Fields 
of maize,  with trees and shrubs picturesquely placed, make 
a perfect set t ing for the ‘‘Manor H o u se " ,  whose white and 
gray-brown walls blend harmoniously with the, whole.

Whi le every prospect pleases there is a ‘ ' b u t ”  when we 
come to the hu ma n  aspect.  The scourge of goitre is said to 
at tack more than hal f  the populat ion,  and  our observation 
confirms th a t  moderate estimate.  There has not  been 
sufficient investigation to decide the cause of this  malady:  
some of the nat ives say the water,  others the salt which
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conies from the Grasslands.  The Black Lamasery  at  Badi ,  
which we visited, exercises a baleful influence on the whole 
district.  We were cordially received at- this place, however,  
and the lamas  and acolytes accepted gladly the Scriptures 
offered. The lamaseiy ilself is a gruesome place, with 
nothing at tract ive whatsoever.  Tlie sacred urns  are interest
ing:  in some of them a sacred light,  fed by but ter ,  burns 
perpetually.  A large l ibrary seems to suffer from neglect 
rather  than from use. The mural  decorations were too much 
obscured by the religious dimness to permi t  a clear view. 
External ly  the noteworthy feature is a wide black band that  
encircles the  ent ire edifice near  the top.  Mr.  Edgar  opines 
that  this black sect is of Persian (Mithrnic)  origin.

Wi thou t  an a rmy  of evangelists and colporteurs these 
sequestered heights mus t  r emain inaccessible, but  fortunately 
for tire Gospel messenger the people frequent the Chinese 
centres lower down,  and .market  and  fair days offer golden 
opportunit ies,  h i  the Kia run g  count ry there are numerous  
such centres,  which,  alas, at the t ime of our  visit,  were t r a ns 
formed temporar i ly  into opium markets.  I t  was the t ime of 
harvest,  and Chinese from-the outside had taken in quant i t ies 
of merchandise,  chiefly cloth, and were exchanging it for raw 
opium.  The result was that  almost, the ent ire populat ion was 
engaged in the product ion and sale of the drug.  We travelled 
only the ma in  river beds; the lateral valleys, which are legion 
and give access to large populations,  are still unvisi ted.  I  
should like to say here how indefatigable is Colporteur Yang,  
the wild T u r k o m a n . ”  travelling,  and seeming to enjoy it, 
in condit ions and among people tha t  would be impossible for 
the most  seasoned European .  l i e  pointed out  as we went  
along at  least one rocky recess where he had rested for the 
night,  and ment ioned other occasions when he was n igh t  s tay
ed and  bivouacked under  a grassy bank.  He carries in his 
pack all lie needs of creature comforts,  and was able to supply 
me once with a saddle blanket .

Dur ing  certain seasons of the year caravans from dis t ant  
parts provide the means  of dis t r ibut ing the Word of God to 
places “ unknown to the geographers of the W es t . ” I t  is in 
work of this kind tha t  the missionary is specially indebted to 
the Bible Societies, whose generous gifts of Scriptures and  
money have made  possible-the disseminat ion of the Tru th  in 
these but  little known regions of the e a r th ’s surface.

Mrs. H sie’s Testimony (Chungkinghsien)
“In the 25th year of the republic my Aunt, Mrs Yu, led me to  

the Lord and I a t once gave up idolatry and vegetarianism . Since 
I believed in Jesus He has delivered me and my heart is fu ll of 
happiness and peace. A lthough I have lots of difficulties He is 
always w ith me.” T. C.



10

B y  T i b e t a n . ( R o b e r t  C u n n i n g h a m )

Tibetan work along the frontier ,  since its inception in 
3897, has never  been easy or encouraging.  Missionaries have 
come and gone dur ing  a period of 40 years;  some have r em a in 
ed on the  border  for a few years and others for only a few 
m on ths ;  some hav« gathered a few believers together who 
showed some interest  in the spread of the gospel ; others have 
come a few years later to find the little company scattered 
and gone.  Apar t  from the preaching of the Good News and 
the wide dist ribut ion of l i terature and  the inspi rat ion that  
comes from these forms of service there has been very li t t le 
encouragement  dur ing  the period of 40 years. A n d  reasons 
can be given to show why this is so.

Mr.  Cecil Polhil] of the Cambridge Seven, after periods 
of service in Sining and  Sungpan,  finally opened Tatsienlu 
as a mission station in 1897. Later  he was joined by four 
young  fellows who devoted considerable t ime and  energy to 
acquir ing the Tibetan language.  When  this  was accomplis
hed they started out  in different directions making  known the 
Good News to l ama and nomad.  Air. Amundsen ,  who had 
some knowledge of carpentry,  carried a bag of tools on his 
back.  One day he arr ived at  Goloto and offered to do some 
carpentry for his room in a Tibetan house.  During the night  
a mad Tibetan got hold of a hatchet  from Mr.  A m u n d se n ’s 
tool bag and  at tacked the young missionary.  A window be
ing convenient  the .voting fellow jumped through this ,  landed 
in the cour tyard below, and ran for his life back to Tatsienlu.  
And  this,  1 th ink ,  has been typical ,  more or  less, of work 
along the Tibetan border  for a period of 40 years.  There have,  
undoubtedly,  been t imes when things looked up,  and  a few 
showed interest  in the gospel, but  generally speaking,  the 
work,  as far as bui lding up a church is concerned,  has been 
difficult and discouraging.  Mr.  T.  Sorenson,  who came on 
to the frontier in 1900, left i t  finally in 1922. Before he 
left, all services, Chinese and Tibetan,  had  been discont in
ued.  These were started again in the fall of 1922 and  have 
cont inued ever since, with perhaps one or two small  breaks. 
Mr .  Sorenson’s work on the border  was largely tha t  of t r ans 
lat ion,  t rans lat ing numerous works into the  Tibetan language. 
H e  made  numerous friends,  among them being the well- 
known Draga La m a  of Kanze.  Mr.  Sorenson’s books and 
t racts -have done much  to break down prejudice and open 
doors among  ihose of the l amas who could read.  Dzong-be, 
a nat ive of Ja rong ,  a fai thful  old Chris t ian,  was among  the

ON THE FRONTIER
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fruits of Mr.  Sorenson’s work.  He died a few years ago in 
Dawo.  There is probably no European  name today,  in the 
Land of the Lamas,  so well known as that  of Sonam Tsering,  
tha t  is, Mr.  Sorenson.  His  books and  tracts are in every 
lamasery and nomadic enc am pme nt :  and what  is known of 
the gospel today on the Roof of the Wor ld is very largely due 
to his able pen.  He left the frontier,  however,  without  seeing 
any great  ingather ing of souls into the Kingdom.

Mr.  Edgar  came 011 to the border  in 1902. After his 
marr iage in 19C4 he lived largely in Kuanhsien,  working the 
Ja ron g  States from there.  He and Mr.  Muir  made an im 
portant- journej7 to Cliatrin in the summ er  of 1907, and in the 
fall of tha t  year the Edgars went home 011 furlough.  On his 
r eturn in 1909 lie returned to Batnng,  which had already 
been opened up  as a station of the C. I .M.  by Mr.  and Mrs.  
Muir  in 1908. In the spr ing of 1910 the wri ter accompanied 
Mr. and Mrs.  Edgar  to Batang.  The year of the Chinese 
Revolution,  1911, saw the work of the C.T.M. largely dis
located along the  frontier .  Mr.  and Mrs.  Edgar  and  Mr. 
Clements went  from Batang,  through Y u n n a n  to the coast;  
Mr.  Clements r e tu rn ing with Mr.  and Mrs.  Sorenson to 
Tat sienlu in the Spring of 1913. F rom tha t  year  till 1920 
and 1922 Mr.  Clements and the Sorensons remained in 
Tatsienlu.  The beautiful Gothic Church was burned  down 
during 1916 and  this fur the r  dislocated the work of the mis 
sion .

F rom  1902 till 1936 Mr.  Edgar  came and  went,  very 
seldom spending any lengthy period in residence in Tatsienlu.  
And this was character ist ic of Mr.  Edgar ’s life from his boy
hood days.  He  was largely a b ird of passage, being and  
feeling more at home in the saddle and on the h ighway than 
in the comforts of a foreign house. He loved the open spaces 
and the wide countryside and nothing  confined h im more 
than a house with four walls. Consequent ly his min is t ry 
was extensive more than intensive.  W h a t  Mr .  Sorenson 
t ranslated,  Edgar  pu t  into circulat ion,  and  in doing so travelled 
extensively all over K ha m.

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muir ,  Mr.  Clements,  Mr.  and Mrs.  Soren
son, Mr.  and Mrs.  Edgar ,  the wri ter  and  his wife, and  
Mr. and  Mrs.  Cook, have very largely been responsible 
for car rying on the work along the border  since 1900. Today,  
March,  1937, the work goes on bu t  very slowly. The Seed 
has been sown, the Word  has been made  known,  the  Message 
has been proclaimed far and  wide;  the l am a  and  the n om a d  
remain very largely impervious ’ to the Gospel Story.  And  
why?
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I t  is not  a question of the d runken  noma d  becoming- a 
sober Christ ian ; it is not  a question of the superst i t ious l ama  
becoming a simple believer; it is not  a question of the dir ty 
aja becoming a chi ld-l ike follower of God ; it is not  a question 
of giving up  sin and accepting the Righteousness which is in 
Christ  Jesus,  i t  is a change of religion, the  acceptance of a n 
other  fai th,  the choice of another  religion. And this of 
necessity implies s break with everything;  a break with home  
and  family and relatives and count ry.  And why? In the  
Lan d  of the Lamas it seems almost  impossible to be a disciple 
of Christ  and remain  in a count ry which knows H im  not.  
Since Mr. Pulhi l l ’s d a y . 1897, till the present  day,  1937, forty 
years,  practically no one,  as far as we know, in connect ion 
with the C. I .M.  work on the Tibetan front ier ,  has stood out 
boldly and bravely and fai thfully in response to the Gospel 
Message. 1 am referring ent irely to Tibetan mission work 
along the front ier ;  there have been t imes of encouragement  
in both school and evangelistic work among  the Chinese; and 
at  one t ime there was an independent  Chinese chu ieh  dur ing  
Mr.  Sorenson’s mini st ry.

Can any satisfying explanat ion be given for this panci ty 
of results over a period of forty years? Mr.  Polhill ,  Mr. 
Sorenson,  and Mr.  Edgar  have all been giants in their  own 
way;  and these men  have been characterised by devotion,  
cul ture,  arid courage,  yet the door to the hear t  of the l ama 
and the nomad  and  the aja remain closed to G o d ’s message 
of love in I I is Son Jesus.  Buddhi sm is ¿is much a foreign re 
ligion in Tibet  as the religion of Jesus.  — One,  and perhaps  the 
pr incipal  reason,  for the Closed Door in the Land of the 
Lamas  is the fact tha t  Lamaism is a domest ic religion,, t ha t  
is, i t  is a religion of the home,  and a religion th a t  calls for 
no  persecution,  and one tha t  its followers are not  ashamed of. 
Moreover it  makes  no great moral  demands  on those who 
follow its creed: d i ink i ng  and gambl ing and immoral i ty  are
no t  incompat ible with Lamaism and the l ama  may be a good 
or a bad ma n ,  upr igh t  or otherwise.

The Tibetan gospel has great  disadvantages in tha t  the 
word priest  is translated lama.  When the l ama saw him he 
passed by on the other  side; and the lamas cried 'Away  with 
h im ,  away with h i m ”  and according to the Tibetan N. T. 
Chr is t ’s min is t ry  was ent irely one of antagonism with the 
lamas.  The word lama  appears  on almost  every page Of the 
N.  T.  and  where it does so the l ama is against  Christ  and 
Christ  is against  the  l a m a;  “ and the lamas sought  how they 
mi gh t  kill h i m ”  and where Christ  casts out  devils the lamas 
give thei r  reasons for His  doing so. F rom the very beginning
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of Chris t ’s mini st ry till its close, where the lamas yelled out  
“ Crucify h i m ' ’ there is an an t i - l amaa t t i tude  which is inclined 
to pu t  the l a m a’.s back up and make h im feel tha t  somehow 
or other  this book was wri t ten against  h im.  And what  can 
be done? ■ Suppose in the Chinese N. T. the word s tudent  
appeared every t ime the word priest occurred? W ha t  would 
be the reaction? And  yet this is only one of the difficulties 
of gospel dist r ibut ion.  And can it be otherwise? You give 
a  lama a gospel and v°ry soon he discovers tha t  the l a m a  
strenuously opposed Christ  in His daily minis try.

During  the past  years we have made every effort to be
come proficient in the spoken language,  believing th a t  the 
message made  known by word of mout h  will help ns pas t  
many  difficulties. And it has been so. Day  by day the 
Jamas and the nomads and the ajas come about  us and hea r  
in their  own language the wonderful  works of God.  We have 
a small service every Sunday  afternoon where a few Tibetans  
gather  to hear the word of life. But  our  work among the 
Tibetans is largely in the daily round,  the common task,  and 
man y  are slowly but surely coming to know something about  
Him,  whom to know is life eternal .

WE HAVE FRIENDS IN N E W  YORK
The follow ing W est China friends in and around N ew  York 

City met on January 30th for a buffet supper in the McCurdy 
apartment, 99 Claremont A v e .:

Miss Mabel MaeLean,
Miss Flora Richardson,
Miss Ann F lessell
Miss Ruth Frazer and her mother
Mr. and Mrs J. F . Peat
Mr. Lesslie Peat,
Dr. and Mrs. Cyril Canright and two daughters P atty  and 

Jean.
Dr. and Mrs. L. F . Havermale, and Jerrold.
Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Parker 
Miss Molly Yard
Mr Rudd Crawford, and several other interested friends who 

had heard about or travelled in Sze Chwan.
A fter supper Dr. Piper’s movies of W est China were shown in 

a sem inary classroom. Once again that indefinable som ething  
which unites China people, and especially those from the W est, 
made itse lf fe lt and every one had a hearty good v isit

E LEA NO R  W. McCURDY.
A gathering o f approxim ately the same group had taken place 

on January 9th a t Miss Ruth Frazer’s apartment. A fter tea, 
they went to Chinatown for a fine Chinese dinner. Miss Char
lotte Trotter and Mr and Mrs. Lesslie Peat were present on th is 
occasion. W est China folk are glad to be remembered and we are 
grateful to Mrs. McCurdy for keeping us informed. Our hearts 
are warmed and our mouths water a bit as we read these reports.

Editor
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"I REMEMBER”
M. C o o k .

] r emember  Mr .  Stevenson,  our assistant  Director for 
m a n y  years unt i i  he died in 1918, saying tha t  he r em e m
bered being in the C .I .M.  bouse in Chungking when that  was 
the only miss ionary’s house in Szechuan,  and the seven 
gathered there were the only missionaries in Szechuan.  Mr.  
J .  M ’Carthy rented these premises for the mission in 1877. 
I t  seems a far crv from tha t  t ime of beginnings to the p re 
sent  well equipped and organised status of missionary enter 
prise.

In  that  same year Messrs. ±\icoll and Cameron took pos
session of the Chungking  premises.  Dr.  Cameron “' in the 
nex t  few years,  t ravelling nearly always on foot, not  only 
traversed seventeen of the eighteen province '  but  also jo ur n 
eyed extensively in Manchur ia,  Mongolia.  Sinkiang,  Eastern 
Tibet ,  B u r m a  and H a in a n ” !! In 1880 Mr. and Mrs. Nieoll 
entered upon settled station life in Chungking,  and  for two 
years never  saw a foreign woman.  How did the populace 
receive them?  For  months  visitors came by hundreds;  
“ Women simply flocked to see thei r  foreign sister. ’ ’ One 
day in New Year  t ime they had five hundred  " s i s te rs”  as 
visitors.  I  r emember  Mr. Xicoll recounting with great 
gladness some of their  Chungking experiences.  I met  him 
in Chefoo in 1932.

1 r emember  bear ing of the first surgical operation under  
anaesthesia tha t  was performed in Chengtu.  The two Drs. 
were C . I .M.  medicos.  Dr .  P ruen was the operat ing surgeon, 
and Dr.  H .  Pa r ry ,  who later was the super in tenden t  of the 
province,  was the anaesthet ist .

I  r emember  a home and a lovely garden in the Golden 
Horse street,  Chengtu.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grainger  of tha t  home 
are a f ragrant  memory.  Most of us know Mr. Grainger 
through his “ Western M a n d a r in , ”  a book the essential work 
of which he finished dur ing  his first term in China.  For 
qui te  a nu mb er  of years before the Revolution of 1911, they 
were of the C. I .M.  Bible Tra ining  School.  Wi th them in 
the ci ty were Mr.  and Mrs.  J .  Yale;  the former was,  until  
1911, assistant  superintendent  of the district .  Mr.  Yale 
del ighted in t ranslat ion work,  and after 1911 was loaned to 
the R.T.S.  in Shanghai  for tha t  work.  After the Revolution 
Mr .  and Mrs.  H am ps on  came  to Chengtu.  Mr.  Ha tnpson is 
r emembered as a Sinologue of repute,  who in his lectures was 
able to make  the Chinese language ent rancingly interesting.

I  r emember  going to Tatsienglu in Ja n u a r y  1916 and be



“ I REM EM BER” 15

ing met by Mr.  A. J .  Clements.  W h a t  a great name Mr. and  
Mrs.  Sorenson had  in tha t  city! The former  travelled for 
ma n y  years throughout  Eastern Tibet  and did much t r ans 
lation work. F ind ing  it impract icable to have a pr int ing 
press in Tatsienlu he later carried on his t ranslat ion work in 
Peking till quite recently.  Pie sent  l i terature of his own t r ans 
lation to all the Tibetan frontier towns.  His good wife was 
a  constant  companion to him in all his vicissitudes. On one 
occasion she saw her  husband  carried off by raiders and  had,  
herself,  to flee 40 Engl ish miles and carry her  heavy child 
almost  all the way. After experiences of this kind she once 
said to me " I  have had such an easy life.”  Later 1 me t  Mr.  
and  Mrs. Edgar  so well known to all W.C.N readers.  The 
work of Mr.  Edgar  on “ The Marche? of the Mantse” is wri t
ten indelibly on the pages of mission history.  In all his  
accompl ishments  and arduous labours for the Cross he had  
ever with h im the  t rue sympa thy  and help of Mrs. Edgar.

I  r emember  coming from the rocks ail'd majestic beauty of 
Tat sienlu to the garden-like Kuanhs ien .  We  were me t by 
those two who fitted the env iroment  so well, Mr.  and Mrs.  
H u t son ,  real hu sbandmen  for the Lord.  How they d id  dig 
and water  the vineyard in those days,  and had fruit .

I  r emember  those Kia t ing  veterans,  Mr.  and Mrs. Ririe, 
What  nerve they had!  Once after  all had been destroyed in 
a  r iot - I89o- they  wrote from the yamen,  where the mandar in  
had given them a refuge and food, “ We will (D.  V . )  begin 
over again as soon as possible, if the Consul will permi t  us 

to s t ay .” At  one t ime they had a ' ‘Mission houseboat” in which 
the family visited the Kiat ing  River Distr ict— cow and all — 
Kiat ing  was also the home of Dr.  and Mrs. Hock ma n;  they 
established the H.  P. school there and later buil t  t ha t  
splendid educat ional  p lant  at  Luchow which was wholly de 
stroyed by troops and riff-raff in 1927.

I r emember  111o«e tireless i t i neran t  workers,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F .  Olsen,  whose a t t i tude to the Chinese w’as such a 
pat t ern lo us younger  workers Mr.  and Mrs.  Webster  
followed them and carried on the good work.

I r eme mbe r  meet ing  tha t  capable man  of affairs who 
s tarted the work at Snifn-Mr.  Faers.  Mr. and  Mrs.  Faers 
were followed by Mr.  and Mrs.  McIn ty re ;  the fonner-was 
natu ra l ly  endowed with those qualities that  make for a good 
medical  man  and with his wife was widely known for the 
work of healing.  Mr. and Mrs.  Westnidge of the Gospel Mis
sion, Shanghai ,  also did val iant  service in the Kushuen-Suifu 
area.

I  remember  a name that  was famed throughout  the Lu-
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chow district ,  Mr. Tom James.  He had 35 outstat ions in 
those days and visited each one twice yearly.  Besides this 
he held regular shor t  t ime Bible Claeses for his  preachers.  
Lucbovv memories  include the Herber ts ,  who were largely 
responsible for the commencement  of the work amongst  the  
Miao iribe in Sze. Mr.  and Mrs.  Barham also served the Lord 
dil igently here.

1 r emember  Mr .  and Mrs.  Curtis who laboured fai thful 
ly in Kiangt sin.  Mr.  Curtis was fearless and indefat igable 
in personal work among all non-missionary foreigners in 
Chungking  as wed as among the Chinese.  Mr.  and Mrs. 
Squire spent  their  early years at K iangt s in before leaving for 
l eh ang  where they became the friends and  helpers of all West  
China Missionaries of their  day.

“H A V E FAITH  IN  GOD”.
T H E N  A N D  NOW.

On Jtme 25th, 1865, Hudson Taylor, age 33, “prayed for tw enty  
four w illing skilful labourers at Brighton” making an entry to
that eifeet in his Bible. ‘‘Out on the sand alone, in great spiritual 
agony,”' wrote Hudson Taylor “the Lord conquered my unbelief 
a n d j  surrendered m yself for th is tervice. I told Him’ that all the  
responsibility as to issues and consequences must rest w ith Him, 
that as His servant it was mine to obey and follow  Him - H is to  
direct, to care for, and to guide me and those who m ight labour 
with me”. Hudson Taylor s thought then was for two workers for  
each of eleven unoccupied provinces and two for Chinese Tartary. 
Twenty different societies were working in China then, but in per
haps about a dozen stations around the coast. TH IR TY  Y EA R S  
later the Mission numbered 621 members settled in 122 central 
stations, 90 of which were in the eleven form erly unoccupied pro
vinces.

On June 27thv 1865, Hudson Taylor opened an account with a 
London Bank for the China Inland Mission, paying in the sum o f  
£10 00. He lived to see approxim ately one hundred thousand 
tim es the amount of his first personal deposit w ith the Bank, pass 
into the account of the Mission. To the end of 1935 the total sum  
officially received from  all sources for the work of the Mission in 
China was £5,262,953 In accordance with the principles o f the  
Miss'on and to the glory of God may it be said that not one'farth- 
in g  o f  that large sum was spent before it was received and there 
is no instance of a deficit balance on any page of the accounts. 
“Depend upon it, God’s work done in God’s way w ill never lack 
God’s supplies. IT is upon past Ebenezers that we build our 
Jehovah Jireh” (Hudson Taylor.)

A.S.K.
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CHINESE CHARACTERS AS AN  
AID TO GOSPEL PREACHING

T h o m a s  C o o k .

The Chinese characters are, in themselves,  an absorbing 
study.  When ,  however,  they are l inked up  with the occupa
tion of soul-winning,  to which one wri ter  refers as ‘theoldes t ,  
the grandest ,  the mos t  complicated and the most  impor tan t  
of all the sciences” , they become increasingly intr iguing.

The characters are a real asset to the Gospel preacher ,  
especially to those who believe in ‘ ap t  i l lustrat ion’s ar t ful  
a id” . There are apt  i l lustrat ions innumerab le  to be-found 
in Chinese philological channels.

We believe with the late J .  H .  Jowet t ,  t ha t  Yorkshire 
“ stylist  of the English p u lp i t , ”  tha t  “ our ma in  work,  our  
supreme work,  before which all other  pales and becomes 
diivi, is to tell the Good News, to go everywhere letting 
every body know about  the unsearchable riches of C H R I S T ” . 
The Great  Master  Preacher  gave the commission to “ Go 
into all the World and P R E A C H  the G O S P E L . ”

We have a Wonderful  Gospel to proclaim and,  of course, 
we must  use the very best me thods  in our  a t t empt  to make 
the t ruths  register in the hearts of the hearers.  The Chinese 
characters provide a first class med ium for our  message.  
Their  etymological history,  their  varying  connotat ions  and 
their  strange combinat ions make them interest ing to- the 
student ,  and also exceedingly useful as amplifiers for the Old,  
Old Story.  After all,  a preacher  is a kind of ar t is t  p roduc
ing word pictures of ideas and impressions,  the Grandeur  and 
Grace of God,  and  the sordidness and  sorrow of sin,  granted 
to him in his t imes of medi ta t ion and preparat ion.

The inventors of the Ciiinese characters were masters of 
an a r t  t ha t  enabled them to make ideographic symbols the 
vehicles of what  they saw, thought  and felt. Afe first only 
the mater ial  things they saw, in the heavens,  on the ear th,  
and per ta ining to the h u m a n  body were produced in symbol 
form;  but  eventually abstract things,  ideas and actions were 
set forth in pictographic styles, t ha t  gradual ly developed into 
the present  characters.

Many  of these characters have their  roots in the moral  
and thought  life of the Chinese, and the use of them not  
only provides a point  of contact ,  bu t  they also often supp ly  
a r eady- to-hand and simple vehicle for the not  easily appre 
hended t ruths  of the Gospel.

Of course the Christ ian preacher canno t  begin to exhaust
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the i l lustrative powers of the Chinese characters.  After he 
has  had his choice, there are still vast numbers  of this  effec
tive elucidator  left over,  for others to choose f rom.  For 
instance,  one notices with a smile the character  UE T s ’u h ; 
the juxtaposi t ion of the - foot-to the reverse side of A  ~ man-  
leaves no doubt  tha t  it means  to u rge” . The symbol - 
filiality - is really a picture of a - son - suppor t ing a - 
-o ld-one i.e. parent .  P ro -a rmament  folk will be interested 
to  note tha t  -mi l i t a ry  was explained B. C. 600 as me an 
i n g  to cause hostilities to i t  - cease - by the use of the Si, - 
weapon-.  Then  we see tha t  the stern parent  has his war ran t  
for the use of the rod in - father-.  This  character  was 
originally wri t ten showing 55 - a r ight  hand - holding I a 
stick-.  Montessorians take note! ! Many of you will be glad 
to be r eminded tha t  ^  - wife - h a s  a ‘w o m an ’s r>lace is the 
h o m e ”  idea in it.  I t  is made  up of woman- ,  ^  a band-  
and  M-1 - duster  - jfifi - woman - is practicaly the same but  dus
ter  here has a handle!  -safe,  satisfactory - is the result 
of a i c  w o m a n - h a v i n g  a firm $7 ha n d  upon h e r ! ! !  If 
we did not  al ready know it we could learn the fact tha t  a 
|U - count ry-  is not  a permanen t  inst i tut ion.  The hear t  of 
the character  is lie - uncertain - being made so by O  =  mouth  =  

■{and wha t  comes out  of it) and - lance - (and what  it does). 
The Buddhi sts  pu t  qui te a slice of Buddhi st ic  doct r ine in the 

• cha r ac te r '®  Buddha-which ,  broken up ,  consists of A. -man- ,  
■of the  - Western - E ’19 - Country- .  The “ Wes t”  is at  once 
the origin of B u dd ba  and  the goal or Paradise of Buddhists .

These are just  a  few of the man y  of this type of character .  
We mus t  now turn  to those characters  th a t  have a direct 
bear ing on our  subject .

Some characters of this class need no explana t ion here. 
They  have been used with success all over the count ry;  <\g. 
i S  fai th-,  - come - H  - r ighteousness-,  loyalty-,  
Jesus- ,  ¿52,=^ - sin - 5 1  evil-, ES - pr isoner—

There are m a n y  others the use of which has been p leasur 
able and profitable to me.  We th i nk  of the Lord Jesus 
Christ  as Lord and  as King.  Thi s  thought  is borne out in 
the character  - Lord - I t  was originally a l ampstand  with 

- a  l ight  r ising from it.  As the flame rises above the l amp,  so 
is the “ Lord”  above the mult i tude .  F rom a Christ ian 
s t andpo int  i t  m a y  be explained by speaking of the Lord as 
the  visible expression of the  - t r iune - God,  Fathe r ,  Son 
and Holy Spiri t .  In  the character  - K in g  - the 2 ,  - ihree- 
represents heaven,  ea r th and  ma n .  A • £  king - is he who 
connects  and  represents these three and  who should wield a
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•corresponding power.  Our  King  of Kings has verily ALL 
power as his r ight .  A widely used character  is Ruler,  
superior- ,  i t  shows ^  - govern - (executive power) and P  - 
mouth  -  (expressive power).  The is the “ pat tern m a n ” 
and  we can exal t  Jesus Christ  as t ranscending all others,  and 
as having in t ru th  the power and the practice of such a man.  
The character  was originally wri t ten f§\ showing the arms 
tha t  exer t  authori ty and the mouth that  gives oral expression.  
Our  vocation is to preach the jH - Tru t h ,  Principle - (or 
according to J o h n ,  The Christ).  The inner  par t  is - "fi 
bead this may  mean knowledge or wisdom etc. The outer 
pa r t  is to Step out  - and can refer to the act of putt ing 
into practice what  we know as Christ ians.  Roth these parts 
are essential to both the Chinese character  and to Christ ian 
character .  We are told to show forth the ^  - virtue - of 
Christ .  ^  consists of % a step with left foot 'vor half of 
the character  to walk) jfi upr ight  - and heart- .
Surely this is the picture of one walking according to the 
dictates of an upr igh t  heart .  - to listen is something
s imila r;  on one side it bus ear - and  a §2 or 3 ?  man
or disciple. On the other  side it has - uprightness - 
and &  heart-.  Thus  a man is seen to be forming his 
moral  character  from what  be hears.

A character  tha t  ever directs my mind  to the cross of 
our Saviour is 1% - unison-.  means- ten - (and is used in 
China to designate cross) and three ~j] s t rength.  How 
easy from this to tell of the power,  peace and pur i ty ,  as the 
‘s t r en g t h , ”  from Fa the r ,  Son and Holy Spiri t ,  t ha t  are 

released to us at  Calvary ' s  Cross!
Paul  tells us we are “ called to be sa in ts”

%  - call - is suggestive for the classics say tha t  the " c a l l ”  of 
prince or of parent  mus t  be acted upon at once. I t  was used 
by the pr ince when sum m oni ng  ¡1 follower and the □  - 
mouth  pictures the call,  and 7J - knife - shows its incisive 
character .  Can we not  apply this to the call we receive from 
Christ  to be separate and Holy? Saint s’’ in Chinese is 

- Holy Followers-.  The - Holy H? is full of suggest
ion. The - ear - l istening and the Cl mouth speaking 
that  which harmonises  with 5  (or f j ) - responsibili ty,  office. 
This effected, then am L “ H o ly ” . The - follower - shows

- a step with left foot - and it* - to walk - ; this plainly 
tells us as followers of the Lord to “ by your  left, quick m a rc h ”  
and keep on marching.  Isaiah 32.1-2.  is well i l lustrated by

- umbrel la .  I t  is formed by a -f- - cross - in the middle 
the f rame of the umbrel la) ;  then over the top of the ' cross’)
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is a large A. - m a n  - and  nround the cross are clustered four  
small  - A  - men.  In China the umbrel la  is a t  once a  sign 
of ranis and of protection from the elements.  The cha rac ter  
JE - death - has a  real message too. We see - evil - in  
combinat ion with ¡¿. =  i  - m a n .  Indeed  ‘ the so«] tha t  
s inneth it shall d i e” . Jesns said “ I  am the Light  of the  
W o r l d ” . We  can apply the character  -jfi - l ight  - for it r ep
resents JL - m a n  - with a fire or l ight  - above h im.  T h e  
lat ter  is supposed to show the brill iance of mi nd .  These a re  
just  a few of the ma n y  old friends tha t  have bee» my com
pan ions  for some t ime pas t .

S tatistics of W est Szechwan. C.I.M. D istrict 
Workers engaged in  E vangelistic Work

Year ending: No. of Station». No. o f  W orkers. A verage no.
of years are

' Field
Dee. 1936 21 62 11 9
Dec. 1928 12 34 16.3
Dec. 1896 7 37 5.5

“It was GOD who was all the time g iv in g  th-e increase” 1 Cor. 
3,6. (W eymouth)

Review of the personnel and stations of th® China Inland Mis
sion fcr  the seven years 1929 - 1936,

Total No, of No. of
No. o i Active Mission
New Workers. Stations
W orkers (non-Chinese)

(Dec. 31st.)
1929 63 1162 299
1930 78- 1183 297
1931 128 1285 299
1932 91 1326 317
1933 49 1313 33'^
1934 9» lc6 S 344
1935 46 1859 359
193« 82 1S87 364

(Ju ly)
A verage number of recruits per year = 89 

tion Year, 1927, the number of stations w ith  
has increased by thirty-three per cent., that 
(1927) to 364 stations (July 193&.)

, Since the Evacua- 
resident m issionary  
is from  271 stations

A.S.K.
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A r t h u r  8 . K e e r ^ .

This is a Bible Study and the references given should be look
ed up and not ju st taken for granted!
F IV E  R EASO NS FOR PR E V A IL IN G  PRAYER.

REASON ONE. B E C A U SE  our w arfare being spiritual, 
waged in a spiritual realm against spiritual adversaries must be 
fought w ith spiritual means. Prayer is a spiritual weapon. See 
Eph. 6. 12-18, 2 Cor. 10. 3-4.

REASON TWO. B EC A U SE “ A ll things are yours.” The 
things we have need of are known to our Father, Who supplies all 
our need through Jesus Christ according to H is riches in Glory. 
Having given us H is Son, He ‘‘with Him also freely giveth us all 
things.” We are told to ASK  - so do we receive. Prayer is an 
asking and a receiving attitude. See. 1 Cor. 3. 22-23, Matt. 6. 8, 
Phil 4 .1 9 , Rom. 8, K2.

REASON THREE. BEC A U SE  of the ‘cares of th is life .’ 
We ought to be ‘on top’. Because of ‘anxious thoughts.’ Worry 
is IN F ID E L IT Y ! God’s way is for our minds to be garrisoned 
w ith H is peacei Prayer - w ith thanksgiving, is the ONE W AY. 
See Luke 21. 34 36, Matt. 6 '¿5 34, Phil. 4. 6-7.

R EASON FOUR. BEC A U SE  Prayer is the appointed w ay  
to receive the Holy Spirit; Fulness of Joy; Mercy and grace to 
help in time of need. ‘Unanswered prayers are often at rock 
bottom un-prayed p rayers!' See Luke 1 1 .1 - , John 16. 24, Heb. 4. 
16

R EASON F IV E . BEC A U SE  Prayer figured so essentially  
in  the life o f Jesus Christ. It is characteristic of H is Session at 
the right hand of God now. He ‘left us an example that we should 
follow  His steps.’ B EC A U SE Prayer filled such a big place in the 
life  and m inistry of H is Apostles whose fa ith  we are told to follow. 
See Luke 6. 12, Heb. 7. 25, A cts 6 .4 , Heb. 13. 7.

F IV E  CONDITIONS FOR PREV AILIN G  PRAYER.
CONDITIONS ONE. Entire dependence upon the m erits 

and mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ as the only ground of any  
claim for blessing- See John 1-f. 13-14, John 15. 16, & 16. 23.

CONDITION TWO. Separation from all known Sin. Separ
ation ‘unto God’ by conscious abiding in Christ. See Isa. 59. 1-2, 
P sa 63 18, John 15. 7, Psa. 32. 6, also N. B. James 5 .16 .

CONDITION TH REE. F aith  in God’s Word of promise as 
confirmed by H is Oath. See Heb. 11. 6, Heb. 6 13-20, 2 Cor. 1. 
20. . . .

CONDITION FOUR. A sking in  accordance w ith His W ill. 
M otives m ust be godly.

See 1 John 5. 13-15. James 4. 3, Rom. 8. 26-27,1 Cor 2 9-16.
CONDITION F IV E . Importunity in  asking. W aiting on 

and w aiting for God.
See James 5. 7, Luke 18 1-8, Rom. 12. 12, Col. 4. 2, Psa. 40. 

1. Isa. 40. 31. Psa. 37. 7.
“ Men ought alw ays to PRAY and not to fa in t”

Luke 18. 1.
Read L ife of George Muller and “ How to Pray'’ by Torrey.

CONCERNING PRAYER.
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THE C H INC H W A N AND THE RGYALRONG

J .  H .  J .

About  1897 Messrs. J ames  Moyes and T. Sorensen of 
the  China Inland Mission, t ravell ing from Kansu  to Tat sien
lu,  reached Kwanhs ien from Sung pan ;  then turn ing  West 
ward crossed the Palang Shan to Mowkong,  and  cont inued 
on through Tanpahsien  and over the T a p ’ao Shan to Ta- 
tsienlu.  Tats ienlu is nominal ly  sixteen stages from Kwan-  
hsien by this route.  Passing through Mowkong they preached 
in the ma rke t  place (sic— ? in front  of the Ho Shen Miao) 
bu t  were inte rrup ted in this by the local m a d m an  of the t ime 
repeatedly call ing out ' ‘These men have come to tell us about 
the one true G o d . ”  These travellers were probably the first 
"Westerners to visit the Ch inch wan — the region beyond the 
Snow Mounta ins  visible to the west of Chengtu,  drained by 
the Ta Chin and Hsiao Chin Ho.  Years rolled by again 
unt i l ,  in the beginning of the present  centur.v, Dr.  Pa r r \T 
travelled the same road from Kwanhsien  to Tatsienlu.  He 
was impressed by the considerable non-Chinese populat ion 
in those regions, unknown to the west, and speaking l an
guages still unlearnt .  Incidental ly  it was he who first observed 
the  high incidence of endemic goitre around T a n p a h s ie n . 
H e  also made special reference to the par t icularly seductive 
dress worn by the unmar r i ed women of some of the peoples 
in the same region. Then came Edgar  to whom the credit  
of exploring the Chinchwan mus t  be given. A little later 
the Roman Catholics entered and  established work at  three 
■centres. O the r  travellers (missionaries and others) followed, 
among  whom special reference m us t  be made to the only 
Western woman who has so far been in the Chinchwan,  
namely  Mrs.  R. Cunn ingham of Tatsienlu who in 19;iB visi
ted Tanpahsien  with her  husband ,  after crossing the Tap ' ao  
S h an ,  15,000 ft. in al t i tude,  with a sum mi t  steeper than the 
slope of a bouse-roof, and then negotiat ing the series of 
a l a rming  bridges which cross and  recross the Yak  River 
between the pass and Tanpahsien.

Perhaps  to no region in the Tibetan Marches is the tit le 
The Land  of Deep Erosions”  more applicable.  In the 

floor of U shaped valleys of an ancient  and  iofty topography,  
deep Y-shaped valleys have now' been cut,  ever deeper and 
deeper  by the comparat ively quiet  yet irresistible sweep of 
the waters of the Ta  Chin and Hsiao Chin Ho with their  
tr ibutaries.  By the Tibetans,  the autochthons  of the region 
■are called Rong,  of whom the Rgyalrong (or Rgyalmarong,
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i.e.  Queen ruled liong: Das) are the most, numerons.  They 
are Lamaist s  and Tibetan in cul ture.  A predilection for 
matr iarchial  government  seems to have given rise to their  
name.  Organized socially according to the Feudal system of 
government ,  they were divided into States and ruled by their  
Princes under  whom were Headmen.  .Intrigue dur ing a war 
between two of these States,  viz. Oi'ih and Meno, about  170 
years ago provided an opportuni ty for China finally to conquer  
the Chinchwan,  but  not. without  heavy loss of life in at least 
two great  battles. The Barbar ians being brought  into sub
jection to China,  China established five mil i tary colonies in 
the Chinchwan to which she gave the status of ' '  Hsien” . To 
make room for these, many Rgyalrong were exported from 
the Chinchwan over the Hongchiao Pass into the Min valley 
where they formed another  ‘'five colonies”  (or  5 £ i E ) .
‘ ' Rgya lrong- land’' and “ The Chinch wan ”  are therefore not 
qui te  synonomous terms as the Rgyalrong are found not only 
in the Chinchwan but  also in the Min Valley where they are 
organized to form the “ Five Colonies”  ( U - t ’uen) and the 
States of Somo and Wassur  Moreover there are also other 
Rong people in the Chinchwan,  found mainly around and 
West  of Tanpahsien of whom little is yet  known.

Th e  China Inland Mission has been giving at tent ion to 
the evangelization of these peoples now' for over twenty years,  
Edgar  being appointed to open up work in Tanpahsien in 
1905. Circumstances however prevented this appo in tmen t  
•taking effect, but  in 1907  Messrs. Edgar  and Muir  were 
working in the Min Valley in the direction of the “ Four  
Rgyalrong States’ ’ (Sze-t’u ) ,  namely Chogscbi,  Chosehia,  
T am p a  and Zungkang.  These stand alone among the other  
Rgyalrong States by reason of the greater degree of autonomy 
granted them.  Unti l  recently they have been regarded as 
“ closed”  to the Wesle.rner. Both Weichow and  Wenehwan 
were occupied.  Mr. Edgar-was later withdrawn for explora
tory work elsewhere, but  Mr.  C. II. Coates sought to carry 
on the work at Weichow. Then came the Revolution year 
with its af t ermath.  However,  in 1914 , Edgar  was again 
working from Weichow. "S o  it came to be on record tha t  
Lifan was visited from thi r ty  to thir ty-six times and Tsakulao 
probably half  as of t en .”  A break-down in health followed, 
bu t  in 1919, E d t a r  was again in Weichow when his pro
g ramme of 1913-1916 was recommenced.  By this t ime Li 
fan had been opened as a native station of the Canadian 
Methodist  Mission. In September  1919, Edgar  was t r an s 
ferred to Kwanhsien,  and then in 1922  to Tatsienlu.  How
ever “ the Min was not  forgotten and in 1931”  writes Edgar
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“ Tsakuhio was twice visited by me with a special tract  in the 
Kia run g  language: and again in 1933 with Chinese and  T i 
betan books.”

By this t ime,  the China. Inland Mission had launched 
out  upon its Forward Movement.,  with 200 new workers 
specially called for to provide the personnel for this Move
ment .  The Chinese dependencies were included.  E d g a r ’s 
genius and labour had provided a mass of information for 
the  guidance of the  Mission which was carefully weighed. 
The relative values of different, centres for work were care
fully and prayerful ly  considered,  and then three young 
workers were appointed to occupy Mowkong.  We ment ion 
these facts as the scheme was criticized as being improper ly 
thought  out.  1933 was a year  of troubles for West Szechuan 
and  the actual occupat ion of Mowkong is a story in itself. 
Changes in the personnel occurred later. The station was 
held unt i l  the Red invasion compelled evacution in 1935. 
I ts  occupat ion had not been in vain however as from Mow
kong much  travell ing had been done,  and the foreigner had 
become known in all the Chinese “ Five Colonies’ ’ . More
over,  free access had  been obtained into the “ Four  States- ’ 
men tioned as ‘ closed” . Work  amongst, the Han- ren and 
the Huei-huei  colonists had shown doubtful  results,  bn t  the 
readiness of the Rgyalrong to heed the Gospel Message gave 
much  encouragement .  One Prince wrote a letter to the 
missionaries which could be read to indicate tha t  he was 
t rust ing in Christ  for hi« soul ’s salvation.  Two or three 
weeks before evacuation,  another  Rgyalrong seemed to have 
come to a chi ld-l ike faith in the Lord Jesus.

Then  came the ‘ Re d”  invasion with all its frightfulness,  
and save for a shor t  visit, last year,  the Chinchwan has been 
without  missionaries (Protes tant )  ,sinoe May 1935. But  the 
L o r d ’s purposes are being worked out.  Pressure of medical  
and other  work made  language s tudy almost  impossible for 
the  wri ter  while he was in Mowkong.  The evacuation has 
given t ime to satisfy certain r equirements  of the China In land  
Mission in the study of the Chinese language, to gain a basic 
knowledge of Tibetan under  the departed veteran,  Mr.  Edgar ,  
and to reduce the Rgyalrong language to g rammat ica l  o rde r
liness. Moreover,  we believe the  Red invasion (now tha t  
the  a f te rmath is passing) has left the hearts of the Rgyalrong 
softened and yet more ready to receive the Glad Tidings of 
Salvation.  A fresh advance is therefore to be made,  and the 
prayerful  suppor t  of those who intercede for God ’s work is 
coveted.
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THE HOPE O f  TOMORROW.

A. J .  L e a .

Whether  with old or young,  evangelism has ever been 
one of the main planks of the platform of China Inland Mis
sion policy. Thus dur ing the decade pr ior  to the evacuation 
of 19-7 when the gate to aggressive evangelism through 
educat ional  work was thrown open,  the Mission was not slow 
to make use of this avenue of approach.  Higher educat ion 
with three except ions of the well-equipped Middle School a t  
Luchow - destroved i927 - a n d  the Kia t ing  and Suifu schools, 
wa~ not, a t tempted,  but  pr imary  educat ion was und er t ak en  
extensively.

Three factors have played a great  par t  in the closing of 
almost  all educat ional  work dur ing  the decade since 1927. 
One - the condit ions for registration of schools have made it 
impossible to pu t  the necessary stress on Evangelism and 
Bib.e teaching which we ieel justifies their  existence.  Two — 
with the possibility, though not necessarily probabi l i ty of 
foreigh withdrawal ,  there is the need, with the greatest, speed 
possible, for the existence of a self-supporting Chinese church 
even to its educat ion.  T h r e e - t h a t  the major i ty of those 
who have comparat ively recently passed through our Mission 
schools are not  now found ei ther as leaders or live members 
in our churches.  Many have not even become respectable 
members  of society, much less those who in their  turn p r o 
mulgate the Evangel.

Thus feeling tha t  the expense in man-power ,  as well as 
f inancially,  was not  just ifying such a policy a new plan is 
being tried in Szechuan,  as w’ell as several other  provinces.  
I t  could be said to be four fold. One - by taking every 
opportuni ty  of inst ruct ing and enthusing  the church with 
its responsibili ty for direct, evangelistic work amongst  chi ldren 
and students.  T w o - b y  organising dur ing  holidays Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools, not  for illiterates,  but  for Government  
school chi ldren over twelve. Three - by seeking to establish 
a net -work of Sunday schools, which not only give an outlet 
for Christ ian service but  offer regular Bible teaching for those 
who care to come.  F o u r - b y  occasional ch i ld ren :s evange
listic missions to revive interest,  make new contacts,  and best 
of all lead chi ldren to accept Chris t  as Saviour.  Wi th what  
results? Though this plan is but  in the experimental  stage 
yet  advance has been made.  A number  of Christ ian young 
people have responded not  only with interest ,  but  bjT show
ing ap t i tude for such a work.  Literal ly hundreds  of chi ldren
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have,  of thei r  own free will, at tended special ch i ld ren’s me e t 
ings,  where nnder  congenial condit ions they have listened 
and learnt, that Christ  is the Saviour of all nations,  and will 
be of the individual  who accepts Him.  Many of those who 
have at tended D.V.B.S.  have left with a considerable know
ledge of Scripture and a. desire to come hack in following 
years.  I t  is early to a t t empt  to tabulate results,  but  another  
decade should see a marked increase in church membership,  
for two reasons.  One because having in their  chi ldhood 
enjoyed these meet ings in an a tmosphere of freedom and 
f riendship,  they should,  when arnwn up,  willingly at tend 
services as oppor tun i ty offers. Two - because man y  of us in 
chi ldhood experienced what  it meant, to know and love the 
ch i ld r en’s Saviour,  and we believe the all powerful Holy 
Spiri t  is equally -ahle to open these ch i ld ren’s eyes to the same 
knowledge.  Fu r th e r  in the homelands  we have found tha t  
most  chi ldhood conversions are followed in the late ’teens by 
a  rat i fying experience,  when greater  knowledge leads to 
greater  stabili ty.  For this reason we hope to see a num ber  
of the youngsters of to day as workers in the chnrch of to 
mor row.  Our  Sunday  schools are even now being staffed, 
m t  ma inly by experienced students,  but  by ordinary chnrch 
me-mbers'from different, walks of life, who though less accom
plished,  are willing to come t o a  weekly teachers’ preparat ion 
class and then seek to reproduce what  they learn for the 
benefit of the chi ldren on the following Sunday .  Many are 
tlte difficulties, ma n y  are the discouragements,  but  Youth 
spells Hope,  and not least in the sphere of Chr is t ’s church.

ST U D E N T  CHRISTIAN MOVEM ENT.

J  A N E  H. I>YU

The S.C.M. has had a b it of real encouragement this vear in 
the shape of contributions from  as far away as Peiping and 
Canada. The latter came from Mrs. Kyle Simpson, first principal 
of the Union Normal School for Young Women. She had not 
been on the field for more than tw enty years, but evidently is not 
allowing her interest in the affairs of the m ission field to grow  
cold.

We wonder whether there may not be others outside of 
Chengtu who would like to contribute to this piece of work? Con
siderable effort is being put into the training of students for work 
in rural areas, so they should be of service later to our colleagues 
all over W est China. Here is an opportunity to make a contribu
tion to a practical piece of Christian service. Any contribution  
w ill be gratefu lly  accepted by the treasurer, Mrs. D S. Dye, 
Chengtu.
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U N IV E R SIT Y  NEW S

We record with pleasure that the Bayer Pharmacy Co., Shang
hai, has made a g ift of S>‘>00 towards the salary of an assistant 
instructor in the Department of Pharmacy for the year 1937- 8, 
and that Mercks Chemical Co., Shanghai, has granted two scho
larships of $50 each to the Department of Chemistry, one scholar
ship of $100 and one merit prize of $20 to the Department of 
Pharmacy.

Work has commenced on putting in foundations for the new 
Clinical Hospital to be built on land to the north-east of the pre
sent Medical-Dental block, and it is hoped to start building opera
tions in the fall.

Preparations are in progress for an Athletic Field Day on 
April 24th, and for an Oratorical Contest on May 7th.

On April 2nd, the staff and students of the U niversity had the 
privilege of hearing a lecture on “ Biology and College Education’' 
by Professor Bin Lung shan, an outstanding biologist.

Dr. J. E. Baker of the China International Fam ine Relief 
Commission has been staying on the campus for a few  days w hilst 
visiting  Chengtu in connection with fam ine relief projects of the 
Provincial Government.

We are now looking forward to having Dr Serge E lisseeff of 
the Harvard-Yenching Institute with us for a couple of weeks.

Dr. Lindsay has just returned from a trip to Shanghai and 
Nanking. In the latter city he attended a meeting of the Dental 
Educational Committee of the Ministry of Education. He reports 
that actions were taken which will greatly influence the future of 
dental practice and education in China There is every indication  
that the Government has now become convinced that it m ust have 
a programme and policy in regard to dentistry.

Dr. Lindsay was able to continue his representations to the 
China Medical Association towards the acceptance of university  
dental graduates as members of the Association. The bi-annual 
m eeting voted in favour of th is innovation, so th at it is hoped 
that in future medical and dental practitioners will be able to 
work in closer cooperation

E x t e n s i o n  C o u r s e  i n  D y e i n g .
In connection with the Spring Fair held in the grounds of a 

large Buddhist Temple outside the W est Gate of Chengtu, the 
Dyeing Department of the College of Science is displaying a sm all 
exhibit prepared by the students. The Department is being kept 
busy with orders, and announces its desire to serve the community 
in the follow ing advertisement:

The students taking the above course w ill be glad to dye for  
the community. They are devoting one day a week during term  
time to practical dyeing, thus giving you a unique opportunity.

W hite material or yarns (cotton, silk, wool, linen or artificial 
silk) are specially required.

1 Send to W. G. Sewell, the Chemistry Department Mark 
your parcels “dyeing”, and do not forget to add your name.
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2 Send a sample of the shade required, stating whether you 
w ant it  m atching approxim ately or accurately.

3. Orders w ill be filled in the sequence best suited for teach
ing purposes and may therefore take several weeks Work which 
is required in a short specified time will be charged extra.

4. Charges for white m aterials will be nominal, covering  
part only of the cost of dyes and other chemicals used. (F o r  
example 1 lb wool dyed with an average dye w ill cost about 50 
cents; 1 lb cotton about 30 cents.) Made up garments and materials 
which are already coloured w ill be charged at a higher rate.

There is no such thing as an absolutely fa s t dye, though some 
are much better than others. Some of the brightest and m ost 
beautiful colours fade most easily and can only be used for even
ing wear. Some dyes are specially fa st to light, others to w ash
ing or to perspiration. Indicate if  your m aterial is for some 
special purpose and we shall dye it accordingly.

W hile every effort w ill be made to give entire satisfaction our 
work is carried out on the same conditions as those under which 
the dyes them selves are sold: w ith o u t guaran tee .

“W HAT T H E N ?” Phil. 1. 18.
A language strange and difficult to learn 

With many subtle variants of tone,
W ith curious characters, unruly rules - 

A language that’s acquired by prayer alone.
I stumble often as I say the words,

My teacher thinks right sounds are never reached. 
W hat then? 1*11 try, and smile, and try  again.

I persevere, because thus “ Christ is  preached.”
Strange customs here, intricate etiquette.

P olite and seem ing useless forms of speech.
Queer rules: “This is not done - that is not said-

Am azing heights of eloquence to reach.
“A fool for Christ’s sake,” learn it all I must 

I f  by th is means one hungry soul is reached.
What then? I t’s worth it all, and more than all 

If by th is means 1 find that “Christ is preached.” 
Long w eary journeys over sun-baked ruts.

In springless barrows, liable to spill.
Or footsore toiling over cobble-stones 

In narrow, crowded city streets - up hill 
And down again. Laughed at by coolie-men 

Ill-named because a frightened baby screeched. 
W hat then? I ’ll smile and try to make it plain 

That nothing moves me if  so “Christ is preached." 
Long exiled from a well-loved home and friends.

Far from the comforts that I used to know. 
Despised for all my “foreign” w ays and looks.

W earied, perhaps, because I do not grow  
A ll in a night into a perfect plant.

Tried by the climate, striving to be brave.
W hat then? Ah, Lord, I’ll give my life if  thus 

May “Christ be preached” to those He died to save.
M.P.K.
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SOME SKETCHES OF THE EARLY D A YS  
IN WEST CHINA.

B e x j a m j n  R i r i e .

By the Treaty of Tientsin (1858) foreigners”  were per 
mit t ed  to travel in the inter ior  of China but  this was not 
published in the interior  unti l  the Chefoo Convention in 1876, 
when the Chinese Government  agreed to issue an Imper ia l  
p roc lamat ion, to be circulated,  mak ing  it known th a t  foreigners 
had the r ight  to travel anywhere in China.

In the A utu mn  of tha t  year  John  McCarthy,  who had  come 
to China in 1869, started for the West  accompanied by James  
Cameron and  George Nicol. I chang wTas not then an open 
por t  and probably no steamers went  beyond Hankow.  The 
brethren at  any  rate did not  go by s teamer  but  from Hankow- 
overland via Kingcbow and Shasi.  They  reached Ichang  in 
Oct. ,  r en ted  a Mission proper ty,  evidently wi thout  opposition,,  
and spent  the  winter  i t inerating.

In  March 1877 the first a t tempt  to open Ichang as a n  
open por t  me t  with resistance and  the missionaries too were 
driven out,  wi thout  personal  ha rm,  but  the house was 
wrecked.

In Ja n .  1877 Charles H .  J u d d ,  who came to China in 
1868, started from Wuchang  with J .  F .  Broumton  en route 
for Kweichow,  via H u na n .  (David Hil l  was then in Wuch ang  
and would give them good advice) . They went  by small  boat ,  
enter ing H u n a n  at  Yochow but  soon found tha t  they were 
not  wan ted in tha t  Province.  They  were officially escorted 
from place to place unt i l  they crossed the border  into Kwei 
chow where they found the people quite friendly.  They a p 
proached Chenyuan,  however,  with some doubts and fears as 
a shor t  t ime before, the Brit ish representat ive Margery had 
his boat pulled ashore at  th a t  city and burned .  Chenyuan  is 
also famous as the town of Mr.  and Mrs.  Bosshardt .

The missionaries reported having reached Kweiyang on 
Feb. 20th and meet ing with a welcome from officials a n d  
people.

After a short  t ime in the Capital  bookselling,  p reaching 
and visi ting Miao tribes in the vicinity,  e t c . . Mr.  J u d d  s tar ted 
nor thward  while Mr.  Broumton  remained in K w e i y a n g  to be 
joined soon after by George W- Clarke.  Leaving Kweiyang 
on Feb.  2nd Mr.  J u d d  reached Chungking on the 14th;  he was 
at tacked by robbers nea r  Fuchow;  encountered a sands torm 
followed by a r ainstorm in a most  ext raordinary pass of the
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r ive r”  which soaked his clothes and bedding;  he came to 
I chang and was disappointed to f ind the Mission House 
wrecked and the missionaries gone.

After the Jchang riot,  McCarthy proceeded westward 
going f rom Wanhs ien  by road to Shunking and  from there 
,down to Chungking arr iving there May 1st. A house was 
secured for the Mission which was la ter  occupied by Cameron 
and  Mr.  Nicol.  There  were no other  Protes t an t  missionaries 
then  in Szechwan.  Dr.  Griffith John  and Mr.  Wylie had  
travelled up through the province to Chengtu r eturn ing by 
way of Shensi and the Han  river.  Mr.  McCarthy then,  with 
a  Chinese christ ian (Tsun Ling) star ted south to Kweiyang 
and  from there to Yu nn anf u ,  Tali and Bhamo.

This  was the fulf i lment  of his desire to cross China f rom 
Eas t  to West  and he repor ted meet ing with no opposit ion in 
these western provinces except  i t  was Chinese from the coast 
who said,  ‘W h y  are you selling these foreign devi l’s books?”  
and  such-li lce words.

J .  W.  Stevenson, J .  S. Adams ,  and  Dr.  Soltau had gone 
through Bur rnah th inking to enter  Y u n n a n  by tha t  nearer  
w-ay, but  owing to the st rained relations over Margery ’s 
mu rd er  the Ind ian  Government  prevented them from crossing 
the  border  so they were doing work among  the Chinese and 
Tribes a round  Bhamo.  Thus  McCar thy was able to give a 
glad surprise in exchange for a warm welcome.

Let  us now leave McCarthy to take his furlough from 
B h a m o and  follow Cameron and  Nicol.  In  Aug.  ’77 they 
joined Mr.  Leaman of the Amer ican  Board,  with a large 
supply of books for Chengtu;  thence to Kwanhsien  and  Ya-  
chow. Nicol took sick and  tu rned back to Chungking with 
Lea man .  Cameron went  on alone,  except  for coolies, to Tat-  
s ienlu,  Li tang  and Batang,  then south to Atuntze where he 
was sick nigh un to  death.  Chris tmas ' ‘hol idays”  were spent  
in Atuntze  and  Tal i  t rying to make  friends of Chinese and 
Mantze .  F ro m  there he went  down th rough Burma h  to 
Singapore (wash-up!) ,  by sea to H a in an  and  through K w an g
tung,  Kwangsi  and  Kweichow to Chungking,  no,  not  to 
settle yet !  He  nex t  star ted back through Kweichow to 
Kwangsi  and the h inte r l ands  of Kwangtung ,  Kiangsi ,  Fuk ien  
and through  Chehkiang to Shanghai .

Then he went  to Tients in,  travelled in Korea  and M a n 
churia ,  r e tu rning  to Pekin.  F ro m there into Mongolia and 
later  i t inerated in Shansi ;  Shensi  and f rom Sianfu nor thward ,  
then southward and into Kansu h .

F inal ly through H o n a n  and  H u p eh  to Hankow.
We are assured th a t  these were no t  aimless wander ings
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b u t  a sincere desire to spread widely the Word of God in the 
d ay  of opportuni ty.  I t  is a pity when governments  try to 
close doors for the gospel but ,  doors being open,  if the Church 
of Christ  fails to en te r i n ,  t ha t  i s a g re a t  pi ty.  Then Cameron,  
believing tha t  for settled work he would be bet ter  equippsd 
by  medical training,  went  on furlough with that, in view.

In 1878 J .  H.  Riley and Sam.  R. Clarke were in Chung
king;  Mr. Nicol was absent but  r eturned with Mrs.  Nicol, the 
first woman missionary for Szechwan.  The same year George 
■Clarke brought  Mrs. Clarke to Kweiyang  and they later went  
to Yunnanfu  and Tali .

In the au tu mn of 1S80 Riley and Sam.  Clarke made a 
t r ip to the nor th of the Province landing in Chengtu towards 
the  end of the year.  In 1881 they secured proper ty for the 
mission a t  the present  site, and another  house was later  oc 
cup ied by Dr.  P ruen on the West  side for medical  work.  
T ime ,  or r athe r  space would fail to tell of other  early mission
aries to West China;  F.  Marcus Wood ,  George Andrew,  F .A .  
Stephen,  R. Gray Owen, Thomas  Windsor and  others who 
died in faith,  not  ha v i ng  seen what  we are seeing today; 
besides Owen Stevenson,  Mrs. F.  McCarthy.  Mrs.  Pruen,  Mrs.  
Hhindler,  and Mrs.  Clarke,  who are with us today.

Their  stories would fill books; one of them had the fortune 
to be a proper m a n ” , dark hai r ,  eyes and  complexion,  
dressed properly too. This one went  one day  to have his hai r  
dressed.  The barber  did not  perceive tha t  he was a foreigner 
a nd  went  on about  their  evil deeds,  ‘and if he only had one 
of  them under  his razor now it would be just  too bad for that  
©ne: ’. However  i t  migh t  be noted tha t  Mr.  McCarthy wrote 
28 years after his arrival in China,  ‘ We can say to the praise 
•of His  grace tha t  not  a single life has been lost by violence in  
this  work’ ’ .

Dr .  Lewis a n d  Mr.  Cady of the Amer ican M. E.  Mission 
had begun work in Chungking in 1881 bat  in the su mm er  of 
1886 all  missionaries were rioted out  of Chungking and  
a l though  individual  missionaries made visits, the missionaries 
d id  not  return in  force unt i l  1888.

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Pa r ry  arrived in China in  1884 and were 
appo in ted  to Chengtu in 1887. I n  those da y s  it took several 
mon th s  to travel f rom Shanghai  to Chengtu and  all the way 
between there and Ichang only Chungking  was occupied by 
Protes tant  missionaries.

I n  1888 Dr.  James  Cameron re turned to Chungking 
br inging Mrs.  Cameron.  Mr.  Faers,  Miss Ramsay and some 
others  joined them.  Mr.  and Mrs.  McMullen were sent  to 
■open Suifu,  Albert  Phelps  to Wanhsien  and Ririe and  Vale
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to Kiat ing.  There were thus at  the end of 188S seven mis 
sion stations in Szechwan,  including Pachow and Paoning.

In Suifu little or no opposit ion was me t with,  but  in 
Wanbsieti  and  Kiat ing,  al though the common people were 
qui te friendly,  others were qui te determined tb a t  we should 
get out  and  stay out.  They tried most ly every til ing but  
mus tard  gas! In spite of it all those were happy  days and! 
some of the early Christ ians leave precious memories.  There  
was Old Mrs.  Lui who, when rowdies looted her little store 
when she was at church,  said br ight ly,  1 have Jesus still iu  
my h ea r t ” . And one dark anxious night  when one Christ ian 
.sat on the doorstep refusing to go home  saying,  ‘‘You will 
know tha t  1 am here if you need m e ” . One conld forgive 
some of them for smash ing one’s door occasionally or for  
pul l ing one’s clothes off, since m a n y  of them risked the ir  
lives for us.

Giving us an example of widespread and systematic i t 
inerat ions of those days,  Mr.  Yale wrote;  “ After selling books- 
till we couJd sell no more in the city,  we took the villages and 
towns within ten or twenty miles and g radua lly  spread over  
what  we called the Kia t ing  dist rict  which consisted of eight 
walled cities and  S40 m ark e t  towns and villages. We con
t inued this work for 6 i  years,  t ravell ing not  less than 30000 
mi les” . And again:  “ This is the day of small  things ,  the  
Chinese from the New Year  as a beginning,  will buy their  own 
l amp  oil for services” . ■

i t  was a d i sappointmen t  to  us when,  in the riots of 1S95T 
we lost all the records of our wanderings,  names and  addresses 
of those who had become interested,  etc.

I r emember  one delightful visit to Tanl in  with Dr.  and  
Mrs.  Pa r ry  in the A utu mn  of 1890. when Dr.  Par ry  bapt ized 
eleven persons in r athe r  unfavourable circumstances.  One 
of them was a b righ t  young lad,  the son of Pastor  W a ng ,  
whose younger  son is now pastor in Omeihsien.

The first one to be bapt ized in Kia t ing  was Chang Tso- 
chuin the  father  of ‘'‘Rober t ’’ Chang who travels wi th Mr. T.  
Cook;,  another  son is Charles Chang,  Pastor of the C. I .M.  
Church in Chentu.

Mr .  and Mrs.  Cecil PolhiH opened Sungpan in the su m 
mer  of 1892 but  after two month s  were driven, out  with great  
cruelty.  Afterward they went  to Tatsienln as a centre for 
Tibetan work accompanied by the  ‘’Tibetan B a n d ”  of young  
missionaries from the In d i an  side.

In 1893 the Kiat ing  “ staff”  was reinforced by the com
ing of Mrs.  Ririe,  the first woman missionary for tha t  dis
trict .  Jt  was still the day of small  things but  besides wo men ’s
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work,  schools for the Christ ians '  chi ldren were begun ami an 
unheard  of example  was given, as we walked down the street 
together  to the Chapel!

One remembers seasons of flood, famine,  cholera and 
other  epidemics and the year 1895 will not  be easiiy forgotten 
by those who passed through the Riots.

As this is a letter (.by request)  about the C. I .M.  and 
already too long, there is no room to tell of the early coming 
of the Bible Societies, the London Mission,  Mr.  Horsburgl r s
C.M.S.  Par ty,  the A .B .M .U .  and C.M.M.  whose early 
Pioneers are ‘ to be had  in everlast ing rem e mb ra n c e ' ’ .

A  M ISSIONARY LOOKS AT HIS JOB 
An S. C, M. 2/- publication, Author, W. J. Culshaw.

Reviewed by J. W. Duddington.
These eight short chapters record the outlook of a missionary  

on his first furlough, who is as keen to live and work for Christ 
within the fellow ship of the Indian Church as he was during- his 
experience of the “fierce light that beats about the throne” of the 
young recruit being farewelied by the home church. The first four 
chapters review the “false start”, the testing first six  months, the 
lessons in the face of disappointments and difficulties, the experi
ences that taught humility to judge generously senior missionaries 
and “inefficient” native fellow-workers, the increasing adjustm ent 
to the necessary attitude of being “guests of India”, the problems 
consequent upon the W esterner’s higher standard of living, and 
the mental adjustment, to the realization of the incorrectness of 
the over-generalized and rosy picture often painted of “the people 
being hungry for the Gospel of Christ”. Then follow s a chapter 
on “ Changing M otives”, which shows how the missionary learns 
the w ill of God afresh through consecrated adaptation to the 
changed environment of his first term of service in the Orient, and 
thinks out afresh his real job as a missionary.

A chapter on the Primary Task deals w ith  the problem of 
secularization in missionary work and the need for a passion 
for souls. He reveals the difficulty of preaching “salva
tion” to a people whose prevailing philosophy ‘has cut away the 
grounds of moral obligation’. He then shows how experience has 
convinced him that the fundam ental aim of all missionary work 
must be church-centric, that is to say it  can only be accomplished 
by Christ centred people living in fellowship, without racial or 
social barriers or the “m issionary-in-charge” attitude.

The concluding chapter is on the W ay of the Cross, in which he 
quotes Carey’s rule, “ .('reach the Cross of Christ as the grand 
means of securing conversion”, and then shows how the missionary 
him self w ill inevitably find him self drawn along the road to 
Calvary.

It is noteworthy that practically a ll the w riter’s observations 
on the m issionary’s experience could be said in exactly the same 
term s of the m issionary’s job in China. The book should be read 
by every m issionary recruit and could be read with profit by older 
missionaries.
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GIFTS TO THE WEST CHINA UNION  
UNIVERSITY MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY.

O c t o b e r  1, 1936 t o  A p r i l  l ,  1937«

D av id  C r o c k e t t  G r a h a m .

T h e  fo llow ing g i f ts  h ave  been received f rom  f r iends  in  d ifferent  
p a r t s  of  C h ina .

1. F o n r  C h in ese  s i lve r  do l la r s  f rom  P o s t a l  C o m m iss io n e r  F .  N .  
S m i t h ,  C hungking*

2. S e v e ra l  p o t t e r y  she rds  f rom L iu  L i  T s ’an g  f rom  M r.  L in  M in-  
chu in .

3. O ne H an  D y n a s t y  b ro n ze  c h a r io t  b e l l  f rom  t h e  Y e n c h in g  
U n iv e r s i t y  M u seu m .

4. O n e S h a n g  D y n a s ty  b one  ha i rp in  f rom  P ro fe s so r  J u n g  K eng ,  
Y e n c h in g .

5. S ix  o ld 'an d  v a lu a b le  C h in ese  p o rc e la in s  f rom M i .  E. T. Chow, 
S h a n g h a i .

6. Tw o tu rq u o is e  beads  from  a  C h in e s e  H a n  D y n a s t y  to m b  from 
P ro fe s so r  E a r l  H. C re s sy ,  S h a n g h a i .  ‘

7. O n e  c e rem o n ia l  g a r m e n t  of t h e  Yellow L a m a  S e c t  f rom th e  
T ib e ta n  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  M r.  Y a n g  C h ’in Y uin .

8. T h re e  pieces of p ap e r  m oney  of th e  C h in e s e  R e p u b l ic  from  a 
C h in ese  m a s te r  c a rp e n te r ,  a lso  n a m e d  M r.  Y a n g  C h ’in Y nin ,

9. O ne S u n g  D y n a s ty  p o rce la in  sh e rd  an d  one  S n n g  D y n a s t y  
C h ih  Chow Yao porce la in  bowl from P ro fes so r  F .  S. D r a k e ,  
Cheeloo  U n iv e rs i ty .

10. Two T in g  Y ao  s h e rd s  f rom  M r. T . Y. K in g ,  202 C a n to n  Road ,  
S h a n g h a i ,  a lso  two p re -S u n g  Yu H an  porcela in  she rds .

11. Tw o T a n g  D y n a s t y  g ra v e  im a g e s  of m en  a n a  one dish f rom 
Kev, W a l t e r  S m all .

12. O n e  T a n g  D y n a s ty  bowl and  tw o  C hou  D y n a s t y  b ronze  arrow 
p o in ts  f rom  M r .  J o h n  Cox, Y ale  U nion M idd le  S choo l ,  
Ch&ngsb a.

13. N iu e  ia rp e  an d  four  s m a l l  p ic tu r e s  of t h e  C h io n g -ch eo  kiln  
s i t e ,  Chiong-cheo ,  S z ech n en ,  f rom  M r.  0 .  H. Bedford,

14. T w o  H o n g k o n g  copper  coins and  one  A m e r ic a n  s i lv e r  d o l la r  
m ade  for  t r a d e  in C h in a ,  from  Dr. Lesl ie  K ilbo rn .

15. O n e  p ic tu r e  of th e  P a n c h e n  L a m a  an d  one  of a  M o n g o l ian  
p r in cess  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  f rom  M r .  W. I’e t ro -  P a v lo s k v .

16. O n e  C o m m u n i s t  200-cash  copper  coin an d  n in e  p ic tu re s  of 
C e m m n n i s t  co ins f rom  M r. G. D. R a e u u rn .  S h a n g h a i .

17. T w o  iron sh e l l s ,  one  G e rm a n  h e lm e t  and one  A m er ican  n e lm e t  
from  th e  W or ld  W a r ,  tw o  foss il  pieces of wo^d f rom  t h e  P e t r i 
fied F o r e s t  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  an d  one  A m e r ic a n  I n d ia n  
a r ro w  h ead ,  f rom D r .  a n d  M rs .  \N . E .  M a n ly .

18. A n  e m bro ide red  p o c k e t  n e a r ly  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  old, a  fam i ly  
heir loom  p re se n te d  bj ' M r .  T s a o S a o - h a n ,  an  i n s t r u c t o r  in t h e  
C h in e se  D e p a r t m e n t ,  W .C .U .U .

T h a n k s  is h e r e b y  e x p re ss e d  to  t h e s e  f r iends  for th e s e  g if ts .
T h e re  a re  m a n y  new th in g s  in th e  M u s e u m  and  i t  h a s  been r e 

a r r a n g e d  and  im p ro v e d .  Y ou  a re  cord ia l ly  in v i ted  to  p ay  t h e  M u s eu m  
a  visi t ,  e sp ec ia l ly  t h o s e  w ho  a re  l e a v in g  on fu r lough .
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BOOK CLUB

T he accession lis t o f th e  U n ive rs ity  Book Club fo r  Oct. IS  
39S6 to F eb . 14, 1937 is as fo llo w in g :
Hodgson, J.C.J. 
Anonymous 
Christie, A. 
Rhode, J. 
Alexander, R. 
MacDonald, P. 
Sabatini, R. 
W inslow, J . C. 
W inslow, J . G. 
Flem ing, P. 
Hurston, Z. H. 
H om fray, F . A. 
Hoinfray, F . A. 
M athews, B.
D ay, C. 
D avid-N eel, A . 
Dehan, R 
Connor, R. 
Bolitho, H. 
Burger, L. 
Sheean, T. 
Mitchell, M. 
M eynell, E. 
Santayana, G. 
Talbot, F. 
Freeman, H. W. 
Browne, L. 
Calder, R. 
M alraux, A. 
Compiled

A n d  fo r  M ar. 
Sherriff, R. G. 
Kantor, M. 
Leslie, D.
Norris, K. 
Suckow, R. 
W hipple, D. 
Thornton, P. 
Robertson, T. B. 
N ichols, B. 
B rittain , V. 
Culshaw, W. J . 
Priestley, J. B.

Lion and Lily
H ail and Farewell
W hy D idn’t They A sk Evans?
Shot a t Dawn 
The Ghost Train 
The Crime Conductor 
C hivalry
The Church in  Action
W hy I Believe in the Oxford Group
N ew s from  Tartary
Mules and Men
Idyls of Thought
Poems
John R. Mott, World Citizen
This Simian World
The Superhuman L ife of Gesar of Ling
T he Just Stew ard
T he Girl from Glengarry
A lbert the Good _
Other People’s Babies 
Sanfelice
Gone with the Wind 
Grave F airytale  
The Last Puritan  
Saint among Savages 
F athers of Their People 
Stranger than Fiction  
The Birth of the Future 
D ays of W rath
The Church through H alf a Century

l i - A p r i l  15th.
Green Gates
Arouse and Beware
F air Company
The American F laggs
Carry-Over
The Other Day
The Voice of A tlas
T.B.R. Newspaper Pieees
No Plaee Like Home
Honourable Estate
A  M issionary Looks at H is Job
The Walk in the City

Kathleen F . Spooner 
S ecre ta ry
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^  3E Sg ¡1
The founder of the SViang- D ynasty who lived B.C. 1766 w as 

originally named Tsi Lu J-M - H is reputation was so good that he 
was given the posthumous title o f C’heng T’ang /&?£. This title  
is translated by some as “ T’ang the Completer”: In the “Lung  
W en Pien Y in” there is a story about him the title o f
which heads th is note. The story is  translated below. In refer
ence to the character “pray”, it is interesting to note that Chu 
H si the great commentator, in explanation of the character, 
says “Grayer is the expression of repentance and promise of 
amendment, to supplicate the help of the spirits. I f  there be not 
those things then there is no need for praying”. This is an excerpt 
from L egge’s “Chinese Classics”. The story runs as follow s -

“D uring his reign there were seven years of drought. T he  
court astronomers resorted to divination and then declared that a  
man m ust PRAY. T’ang at once requested that he, him self, 
should be that man. In preparation he had his head shorn and his. 
finger nails shortened. He then retired to a Mulberry Grove to pray.

He brought up six  m atters for self condemnation.
W as his government not lacking in economy?
W ere not his people negligent of their duties?
H is Palace, was it not too sumptuously appointed?
The women of his retinue, were they not too numerous?'
W as not bribery too rife  in the state?
W ere not slander and flattery excessive in the Court?

Im mediately after uttering these confessions great rains des
cended over an area of several thousand ‘li’ ”

CHUNGKING N E W S
Miss J e a n  S t e w a r t .

On Saturday April 3 there was held at the home o f Mrs. Rape 
a reception and farew ell tea to which the community were all 
invited. The reception w as for Mr. and Mrs. McNeill of the Bible 
Society of Scotland, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer of the Salt Office and 
Miss Wellwood. The farew ell part o f the tea was for Mrs Lati
mer who is leaving as soon as the boats run and Mr. and Mrs. 
W alker and Miss Dorothy who w ill be going on their furlough soon.

A  few  friends of Miss Grace M cNeill helped her celebrate her 
first birthday on April 11 when her mother entertained for her a t 
tea on Monday A pril 12 in  her honor.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Vichert are in Chungking pending the 
arrival o f a boat when they can proceed down river on their fu r
lough. It is p leasant to see these friends again and we w ish them  
the best for their time at home.

April 20-22 in Chungking sees a city-wide A thletie Field Meet 
held at the U niversity grounds outside the city. Special cars are 
chartered to take the spectators and the end of the first day notes 
a large attendance at the grounds where the friends and fam ilies 
of the contestants are gathered to see the various events. The 
campus presented a very interesting and colorful sight and it 
is interesting to note the organization of the program.

Plans for the Coronation ceremony in Chungking are well 
under way. There w ill be a number of social events and the 
friends both m issionary and business, w ill join together in  th is 
great celebration. The program w ill continue for several days.

"THE KING OF SHANG PR A Y S”
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T H E S E  S P E C I A L  I S S U E S  

E d ito r ia l ,

In  S h a n g h a i ,  t h e  w r i t e r  w as in a m n s ic  s to re  p u r c h a s in g  a violin 
for a  friend in W e s t  C h in a .  T h e  s a l e s m a n  d o u b t le s s  h a v in g  sized up  
his c u s to m e r  a r t i s t i c a l l y  and  f in an c ia l ly ,  b r o u g h t  forward  a n n m b e r o f  
i n s t r u m e n t s  w ith  t i c k e t s  g iv ing  prices from tw elve  to fifteen do l la rs .  
T h e y  r e a l ly  looked q u i te  good, b u t  t h e i r  price t i c k e t s  p rev en ted  me 
from see ing  th em .  N o t in g  d isd a in  in iny eye,  t h e  sa le sm a n  b ro u g h t  
dow n from an u p p e r  sh e l f  an i n s t r u m e n t  on w h ich  th e  t i c k e t  read  
“ e ig h ty  d o l l a r s ” . A t  t h i s  ray  c o u n te n a n c e  fel l ,  an d  he a s k e d  m e how 
» in ch  1 w a n te d  to  pa jT. I  to ld  h im  m y  friend in W e s t  C h in a  c o n te m 
p la t e d  spe nd ing  fo r ty - f iv e  or  fifty do l la rs .  “ W e l l ” , sa id  th e  s a le sm a n ,  
“ i  t h i n k  we can l e t  y o u  h ave  t h e  good one  fo r  t h a t  a m o u n t ” . On m y  
face, I believe T re g is te re d  g ra t i f ica t io n ,  b u t  in m y  h e a r t  I  expe r ienced  
a  confl ic t  of fee l ings ,  t h e  chief  of w h ich  was susp ic ion  of  th e  l a b e l ,  
p r i c e - t i c k e t  b u s in e ss  of t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .

A y o u n g  w om an t a l k i n g  w ith  me t h e  o th e r  d a y  sa id  t h a t  a  c e r t a in  
o lder  w om an had seem ed  to have p u t  a p r ice  t i c k e t  on her .  T h e  o n ly  
w ay  she  c ou ld  a c c o u n t  for th e  o lder  w o m a n ’s t r e a t m e n t  of h e r  w a s  t h a t  
th e  sa id  la d y  was n o t  see ing  her  a t  a l l ,  b u t  j u s t  n o t in g  t h e  lab e l .  T h e  
y o u n g e r  w o m an  was n a t u r a l l y  cons id e r in g  how she  m ig h t  d i sa sso c ia te  
h e r s e l f  in th e  o lder  l a d y ’s m in d  f rom t h a t  low -priced  l a b e l .  O n e  way 
s h e  had  t h o u g h t  of w as to w r i te  th e  la d y  a l e t t e r  w ith  winged words. 
B u t  to  d a te ,  h e r  com p o s i t io n s  h a d  n o t  su i ted  he r  an d  sh e  had d e s t ro y e d  
th e m .

I  did n o t . l e a rn  t h e  reason  for t h e  low v a lu a t io n .  P o s s ib ly  i t  had  
to  do w ith  her  th eo log ica l  v iews. M y  e x p e r ien ce  w i th  fo lk  w ould  s u g 
g e s t  t h a t  t h a t  o lder  ViOman w as p ro b a b ly  a  v e ry  good arid e s t im a b le  
person ,  and  t h a t  r e a l ly  she  w as  o n ly  doing in rega rd  to  t h i s  y o u n g e r  
woittan w h a t  all  of u s  t e n d  to do tow ard  n o t  a  few' in d iv id u a ls  an d  
g ro u p s  of o u r  fe l low m en .  W i t h o u t  a n y  c lose  or  s y m p a th e t i c  u n d e r 
s t a n d in g  of th e m ,  we j u s t  p u t  on l ab e ls .  Of co u rse  such  a. c o u rse  of 
ac t ion  has  a d v a n ta g e s .  I t  r e q u i re s  l i t t l e  t h o u g h t  or  ca re ;  i t  m a k e s  no 
dem ajid  on ou r  f ee l ings .  W e  a re  d e a l in g  w i th  m ere  sy m b o ls .  A n o t h e r  
a d v a n ta g e  is t h a t  soc ie ty  h a s  m a n y  lab e ls  a l l  r e a d y  for o u r  u se .  A l l  
we h a ve to  do is to p a s t e  t h e m  on acco rd ing  to  d i rec t ion .  N o  t im e  a t  
a l l  is r e q u i re d .

O n e  of t h e  m o s t  sb rk in g  th in g s  a b o u t  o n r  Lord  w as h is  v a lu a t io n  
of people. H is  t r e a t m e n t  of ch i ld ren ,  w om en ,  b eg g a rs ,  s in n e rs  and 
S a m a r i t a n s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  n e i th e r  y o u th ,  w e a k n e s s ,  p o v e r ty ,  u n p o 
p u l a r i t y ,  n a t io n a l i t} ' ,  no r  re l ig ion  affected his j u d g m e n t  u n f a v o ra b ly .  
His a t t i t u d e  to w ard  po l i t ica l  and  re l ig ious  le a d e r s ,  to w ard  w e a l th  and  
le a rn in g  would lead u s  to  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  p ro m in e n c e  in th e s e  
m a t t e r s  ca r r ie d  no specia l  w e ig h t  with  h im .  T h re e  th in g s  on ly  seem ed 
to  c o u n t  w i th  h im : s in c e r i ty ,  h u m i l i t y  a n d  k in d l in e s s .  T h e  fou r  so- 
ca l led  a b s o lu te s  of t h e  Oxford g ro u p s  d e s c r ib e  f a i r ly  a c c u r a t e ly  th e  
p o in t s  b e  n o ted  in ju d g in g  people.  C o n v e rs e ly ,  i n s in c e r i t y ,  s e l f - s a t i s 
fac t io n  a n d  se l f i sh n ess  w ere flaws w hich  he  p it ied  and  deplored .

W h e n  J e s u s  sa id “ J u d g e  n o t ” , i t  s e em s  he m a y  h ave  been  im 
p a t i e n t  w i th  ju d g m e n  ts  he  had  seen peop le  m a k e ,  l ab e l in g  peop le  ac 
cord ing  to t h e i r  a c c e n ts ,  t h e i r  c lo th e s ,  t h e  a m o u n t  th e y  p ossessed ,  t h e  
c i rc les  t h e y  moved  in ,  o r  acco rd ing  to  t h e i r  sm o o th n e s s  in  soc ia l  r e 
l a t io n s .

O n e  good re a so n  for B ib le  S t u d y ,  for m e d i ta t io n ,  for  a  p r o g ra m m e  
of re l ig ious  ex e rc ise s  is t h a t  we m a y  c la r i fy  o u r  ju d g m e n t s  a n d  k eep  
f rom  p u t t i n g  low -priced  la b e l s  on w o nderfu l  fo lk ,  t h u s  e ffec tive ly  h id-
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i n g  th e m  from us ,  an d  a w ard in g  o a r  “ e ig h ty - d o l l a r ”  la b e ls  w i th o u t  
a n y  very  c le a r  idea  of w here  th e  va lue  lies.  H ere  is a su g g e s t io n  for a 
r e l ig io u s  exerc ise .  G o  over  th e  n a m e s  of th e  people  whom  we a re  c o n 
sc iously  o s t ra c iz in g ,  and  of t h o s e  w hom  we a re  c ro w n in g  w ith  on r  
h e a r t y  ap p ro v a l .  A re  we ju d g in g  on a  bas is  w h ic h  in  t im e  we will' 
r e g re t  ?

S p e a k in g  for t h e  N ew s,  i t  is  ou r  s inc e re  h ope  t h a t  m a n y  will  read  
th e s e  specia l  i s s u e s  r i g h t  t h r o u g h .  S o re ly  t h e y  will  m a k e  u s  p ro u d  
of b e lo n g in g  to  ti ie  g r e a t  m is s io n a ry  b ro th e rh o o d  of W e s t  C h in a ,  p o s 
s ib ly  one of t h e  b e s t  in t h e  world  I T h e y  will d o u b t l e s s  allow na each  
t o  m a in t a in  som e l i t t l e  sa t i s f a c t io n  in rega rd  to  on r  own p a r t i c u l a r  
c h u r c h e s  an d  m iss io n s .  T h e y  wil l  he lp  u s  to  rea l ize  t h e  m a g n i tu d e  of 
t h e  efforts a l r e a d y  p u t  f o r th  an d  th e  difficulty  of th e  t a s k s  w h ich  lie 
a'head. B u t ,  in ca se  a n y  of us n o te  a n y  l i t t l e  c h i l l  or co ldness  in  our 
h e a r t s  as we lo o k  upon  on r  fellow m iss io n a r ie s  of o th e r  a reas  and  
c h u r c h e s ,  if we h ave  been lo o k in g  a t  t h e m  as if t h e y  were m ere ly  a n 
i m a te d  i n i t i a l s ,  th e  r e a d in g  of t h e s e  spec ia l  i s s u e s  will  c e r t a in ly  b r in g  
o r  . restore  w a rm th  an d  a deep fee l ing  of t h a n k f u l n e s s ,  and  will a lm o s t  
c e r t a i n l y  lead  ns t o  a h a p p y  reco g n i t io n  of t h e i r  t r u e  w o r th ,  a n d  to  t h e  
e x c la m a t io n ,  “ T h e y  a lso  a re  sons a n d  d a u g h t e r s  of A b r a h a m . ”

THE SERVICE F U N D  1936

Total from 57 individual Contributors . . .  $718.00
Church collection - - - - -  .  _ 52.16
Total received - - . . . . . .  $770.16

D ivision was made among the various hospitals as follow s: — 
Mens H ospital 40 % - - $188.064
W omens H ospital.. 20% - - 94.032
E .E .N .T . H ospital 20 % - - 94.032
Chengrtu D ental 10% - 47.016
M idwifery 10 % - ’ 47.016

These g if ts  have been deeply appreciated by all the hospitals 
and hearty thanks is hereby extended to all who contributed.

John E. Lenox. 
Secretary Hospitals Board.

T H E  N A T I O N A L  O P T I C A L  C O M P A N Y .

O ph th alm ic  Opticians 
1914-1937

2S1 X ; l i i  kin  £ .Road, S h a n g h a i .
T e le p h o n e  91224 

25 Y e a rs  exp e r ien ce  in E y e t e s t i n g ,  
f rame-fi tt- ing, l e n s -g r in d in g  
an d  a c c u r a t e  p re sc r ip t io n -w o rk .

M oderate-  •prices a n d  p r o m p t  se rv ice .
O a r  p a s t  w o rk  is proof of o a r  efficiency.
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. CHENGTU CITY NEW S
Gertrude Best

Our City Community has been reduced during- the past few  
w eeks by the departure of Rev. and Mrs. John Kitchen and the 
three Kitchenettes; Drs. Ed and Gladys Cunningham; Mrs. John 
Sin ton; Dr. and Mrs. Lenox; and Miss McIntosh, who have all 
gone on furlough.

These all will be missed from  our community-greatly.
The community “listened” in a few  evenings ago to the K it

chen fam ily, Mr. and Mrs. Bell and Mr. C J.P . Jolliffe over the 
radio from Shanghai.

Dr. and Mrs. J Howard Jeffrey of the C.I.M. have le ft for  
their station, Tsagulao.

Miss Mary Crawley has gone to Powchow for two months 
language study.

Mr. Franck made a v isit to Shanghai to attend the Bible 
Society Conference. He went by plane to Sian, Shensi, thence by 
train to Shanghai. This way of travelling to the coast is being 
used now by a few .

The fourth year Medical and Dental Students and third Year 
Pharmacy Students are, this spring, being sent to Nanking, by the 
government, to take a few  months instruction in m ilitary training. 
This is a new government regulation. It means the leaving on 
A pril 25th of between thirty and forty  of our students, for Nan
king.

A  m eeting of the Sze Chuan Christian Council w as held, w ith  
M r. J. E. Baker of the China Branch of the International Famine 
R elief. At this m eeting Mr. Baker explained the scope and tech
nique of the organization, its accomplishments and its offers of help 
for Szechuan. A fter several conferences, Mr. Baker succeeded in 
putting across his program: that of work relief to able bodied men 
who w ill work on roads and other construction projects.

Mr. S. C. Liang, newly appointed General Secretary of the 
Y.M.C A. in China, is visiting in our midst. Mr. Liang comes into 
this large leadership and responsibility after tw enty years of ser
vice in larger cities and centres in China.

A t the recent E ast A sia Central Methodist Conference, Dr. 
Ralph A. Ward, now of Nanking, was made Bishop for W est China, 
w ith residence in Chengtu. This appointment of Bishop and Mrs. 
W ard to W est China is occasion for special rejoicing as these ex
ceptional leaders join us at a time of greatly thinning ranks. Dr. 
Ward has been over twenty-five years in China, first in Fukien 
and then later in Nanking. It is expected that Bishop and Mrs. 
Ward w ill take up their residence with us in the F all. _

Mrs Ola Dudley attended the M.E.M. Conference in Nanking  
recently.

Dr. Marion Manly has fu lly  recovered from a mild attack of 
typhoid fever. _

Mrs. Hockin of K iating has been a  visitor for dentistry.
Miss M issen of Luchow, spent ten days with Mrs. Lechler, 

convalescing.
The Misses Cleveland are v isiting in the city. _
Mr. D avis, B.C.M.S. of Kwangan has been v isiting in the city 

for dentistry
Mr. M axwell was a visitor for during the month.
Other visitors to the city during the past few  weeks:
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The British Consul from Chungking, Mr. Mills:
Mrs. V iolet Cressy-Marcks Fisher, fam ous explorer and her  

husband ¡-having flown over from Yunnan;
Mr. Oholmondelay, C. M. Customs, who passed through on h is 

way from  Yunnan to Shanghai by air.
Mr. Jaek T. Young, explorer and photographer, who had 

accompanied Capt. Brocklehurst to Tachienlu last month;
Director W. Hor&tmann of the German firm I.Z .F ., Frank

furt, and his Chungking representative, Mr. W. Becker.
Mr. W. Moyhing from  Barry and Dodwell, Chungking; Mr. 

K. A. Mason from Jardine Matheson, Ltd., Shanghai.
Mr. Lester Clyde Jones, S'ocony, Chungking.
Mr. G. W. Saffery, Dunlop Rubber Co. Ltd ,
Colonel Stilw ell, M ilitary attache, American legation, Peiping, 

and Lieut. Stillwell, Lieut, in U. S. Army, arrived Cheng'tu from  
Sian, overland, and left for K iating, Omei, Tseliutsing, Chungking, 
and down river about 26th March.

Captain Sam Rubin, U .S.A  , on his w ay to Peiping and the  
U .S.A ., from Manila; J. Hanson-Lowe, Birkbeck College, U niver
sity  of London, from Nanking, overland via Sian, and on to Tat- 
sienlu; Baron Conrad van der Bruggen, o f Brussels, also, on to- 
Tatsienlu; M ifs Lydia Oswald and Mr. Hans Leuenberger, jour
nalists from Zurich, all the way by car from Shanghai, via Kiangsi, 
Hunan, Kueiehow, and on via Sian, Peiping, Korea, Japan, U .S.A . 
and M exico,back to Switzerland; Miss Marie Lou’se Condon, w ife  
of the French Consul, Yunnanfu, on her w ay to Peiping by plane, 
Mr. R. T. McDonnell.

W E S T  C H I N A  U N I O N  T H E O L O G I C A L  C O L L E G E .
P l a n s  for t h e  open in g  of t h e  C ol lege  a re  go ing  forward .  It. wil l  b& 

poss ib le  to a n s w e r  def in i te  q u e s t io n s  about, th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  an d  i ts  p ro 
nosed w ork  in t b e  course  of a  week or two. F o u r  College gry.de T h e o 
log ical  schools  a re  w o rk in g  t o g e th e r :  N a n k i n g ,  C a n to n ,  Cheeloo 
and  West, C h ina .  C a n to n  is w o rk in g  on th e  co a rse  of s t u d y ,  C he e loo r 
on c o n d i t io n s  of e n t r a n c e .

Dr.  G eorge  \V. S p a r l in g  has b«eri a s k e d  to  t a k e  th e  p r in c ip a l s h ip .  
T h e  E x e c n t iv e  of t h e  B oa rd  of M a n a g e m e n t  is m ade n p  of th e  fo llow
ing  m e m b e r s :  M r .  S. C. Y a n g ,  M r.  K an  Shiau  F o n g ,  M r.  R o b e r t
S im k in ,  Mr.  F u  Chin  P e h ,  M r .  C h u n g  Shi' L in ,  Mr. E r n e s t  H ib b a r d  
and  M r .  H. G. Brown. C o m m u n ic a t io n s  fur t h e  t im e  b e in g  m a y  be  
ad d ressed  to  M r .  Brown*

T U E  B U S I N E S S - M A N A G E R S H I P  
F ro m  F e b r u a r y  1933 - to  - .April 1927, over  fo u r  y e a r s ,  M iss  A d e 

la ide  H a r r i s o n ,  a long  w i th  an e x a c t i n g  p ro g ra m m e ,  has ca.rried the- 
b a s in e s s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of th e  News. A d e b t  of g r a t i t u d e  is dne h e r  fo r  
u n d e r t a k i n g  th i s  t a s k ,  an d  for c a r r y in g  i t  s u c c e ss fu l ly  t h ro u g h  t h e s e  
h is to r ic  y e a r s .  T iie  reade rs  of t h e  N ew s will  wish h e r  G o d ’s b le s s in g  
as  sh e  t a k e s  np  h e r  w o rk  a t  P e n g h s i e n .

W e  a re  g la d  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  M rs .  E .  C. L e c h le r  has  k in d ly  co n 
se n te d  to  t a k e  over  t h e  b n s in e s s - m a n a g e r s b ip ,  b e g in n in g  w i th  t h i s  
issue .

“ U n m a n  n a t u r e  is su s c e p t ib l e  to  love ,  and  if i t  does n o t  seem  so, 
a t  l e a s t  t h i s  is ce r ta in  - t h a t  i t  will  a n s w e r  to n o th in g  else .  If love 
fa i l s ,  i t  is becau se  n o th in g  can  succeed,  for th e r e  is no  o th e r  u n iv e r s a l  
app ea l  to  m e n  t h a n  love ,  a u d  I  be l ieve— t h a t  u l t i m a t e l y  it. n ev e r  doe» 
fa i l .”  M a u d e  K o y d en .
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THE CHINA INLAND MISSION.
The China Inland was formed under a deep sense of China’s 

pressing need, and with an earnest desire, constrained by the love 
of Christ and the hope of H is coming to obey His command to  
preach the Gospel to every creature. Its aim is, by the help of 
God, to bring the Chinese to a saving knowledge of the love of God 
in Christ, by means of itinerant and localised work throughout the 
whole of the interior of China.

The Mission is Evangelical, it is International and it  embraces 
members of all the leading denominations of Christians. It was 
founded in 1865 by the Rev. J. Hudson Taylor M.R.C.S. wbo con
tinued at the head of the mission till 1902. On Jan. 1st, 1903 Mr.
D. E. Hoste was appointed General Director and he held that office 
until 1935 when Mr. G. "W. Gibb M.A., the present Director, took 
office.

Members o f the Mission must subscribe to the Divine inspira
tion and authority of the Scriptures, the Trinity, the fa ll of man 
and consequent moral depravity and need of regeneration, the 
atonement, justification by fa ith , the resurrection of the body, the 
eternal life  of the saved and the eternal punishment of the lost. 
They must be catholic in their view s and able to have fellowship  
with all believers holding these fundamental truth, even if  widely 
differing in their judgment as to points of Church government.

The 19S6 Prayer list of the C.I.M. shows a membership of 
904, and besides th is there are 14 Associate Missions w ith a total 
membership of 422. The C.I.M. and the Associate Missions have 
364 central stations in 16 provinces of China.

The Chinese workers of the mission and associate missions 
number 1495 paid workers and 2470 voluntary helpers, and the 
communicants of the churches administered by these same bodies 
number over 90,000 souls.

PROBABLY PATHOLOGICAL  
“By the time they had three children, she had formed the habit 
of correcting the thousand and one fau lts into which he fe ll w ith
out knowing it. The way he ate; the way he sat at table; the w ay  
he held a book; the way he coughed; the way he yawned; the w ay  
he shook hands; the way he pronounced certain of his words; the 
w ay he gave out his notices in church; the w ay he allowed other 
men to walk all over him - these, w ith a hundred sim ilar details, 
had become the sphere of her loving conjugal discipline”.

From Bandler, The Endocrines, Saunders, Philadelphia, quo
ted in

The Normal Mind, Burnham, Appleton-Century.

L I T E R A C Y  B O O K S  
T h e  second vo lu m e  of Che six vol. p ro jec ted  series of L i t e r a c y  B ooks 

will  be a v a i la b le  by about,  t h e  f i rs t  of Ju n e .  T h e s e  boks  in c lu d e  
l e s so n s  on c iv ics ,  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,F a r m in g ,  H e a l th ;  P ra c t i c a l  C h in e se  
an d  on ou r  C h r i s t i a n  f a i th  T h e y  a r e  to  be sold a t  five c e n t s  a  copy.

DR. ST A N L EY  JO N E S IS  COMING.
About the middle of October, Chengtu and Chungking are to 

have the pleasure of a v is it from th is great Christian leader. Mr. 
W allace W ang and Mr. Olin Stoekwell are members of the com
m ittee of arrangements.



TH E W EST CH IN A  M ISSIONARY N EW S
E d i t o r - H o m e r  G .  B r o w n .

B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e e - M r s . E .  C .  L k c h i . k r .

S ubscr ip tion  R a tes . In China, Mex. $1.50 per annum, postpaid. 
Abroad, Mex. $2.50 per annum, postpaid; $1.10 in gold i£ 
remitted from U . S . or Canada, 4/6 if  remitted from  England. 
A ll m atters concerning advertisements, subscriptions, reprints, 

etc., should be addressed to:
The Business Manager, W est China M issionary N ews, Cheng- 

tu , China. A ll other communications should be addressed to—
The Editor, W est China M issionary N ews, Chengtu, China.
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NIGHT.
Last night I sat in the tw ilight 
And watehed the shadows creep 
Up from the quiet meadows 
To the garden w ith flowers deep.
Softly  were covered the Lilies 
A s they nodded their stately  heads 
Deep in a drowsy slumber 
Silent their snowy bells,
Gently enfolded the pansies 
Dream ing their thoughts of gold,
T ill over the w ealth of color,
Outspread lay the peaee of night.

Claudia M. Wilford

“ Smart Clothes Are Best Assets.’’'

HENG KONG -  m y  t a i l o r

and

GENERAL OUTFITTER.

563 S z e c h u a n  Road ,
S h a n g h a i ,  C h in a .

We  invite all missionaries passing through Shanghai  to 
visi t  our  shop and  inspect  our  goods which are of the very 
best  qual i ty.  Reliable workmansh ip  guaranteed.  If you 
cannot  come to visit us, please send us your measure and  we 
will do our  best  to give you satisfaction.


