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● Overview

● The Wiktionary ttproject, what is it?

● Preserve langages?

● Some examttples within the French Wiktionary

● Lingua Libre, to record all languages of the world

Outline



Overview

• More than 27 million ttpages in 149 ttprojects
• 41 ttprojects with more than 100,000 ttpages

Ontt thett Frenchtt Wiktionary:
• On average, 200 ttpeottple contribute at least 5 times ttper month
• On average, 50 ttpeottple contribute at least 100 times ttper month
• Attpttproximately 23,000 ttpage views ttper hour

Source: htttps://stats.wikimedia.org/wiktionary/EN/Sitemattp.htm
htttps://stats.wikimedia.org/v2/#/fr.wiktionary.org

https://stats.wikimedia.org/wiktionary/EN/Sitemap.htm
https://stats.wikimedia.org/v2/#/fr.wiktionary.org




“Describe all words
of all languages
in all languages.”



  

Describett att word?tt 
● To define to allow understanding by all audiences: learners, 

native sttpeakers, sttpecialists

● To sttpecify its temttporal, geograttphical, social and technical use

● To helttp to define its semantic value using the words around it

● To ofer other associated words, favouring navigation



  

Alltt words?

● Common words and rare words

● New words and old words

● Local words, words with a restricted or ttpoetic use

● Slang and jargon

● Scientific and technical words



  

Oftt alltt languages?

● Current and ttpast languages, common as well as rare

● Integrations sourced from linguistic sources

● Structured in sttpeakers, dialects and variants

● Signed languages are still ttpoorly described

● Notable constructed languages (Esttperanto, Elvish, Klingon)



  

Intt alltt languages?

● Several Wiktionary ttprojects

● 149 languages of writing

● Every language has its own vision of the world 

● Every culture has its own vision of languages
– Own categories

– Traditions of language descrittption



  

Intt Africantt languages?

Nilo-Saharan :::: None ! ! ! 
Niger-Congo :::: Swahili (14k), Wolof 
(2.3k), Sesotho (1.3k), Lingala (673), Zulu 
(588), Kinyarwanda (368), Swati (292), 
Tswana (105)
Khoisan:::: None!! !
Austronesian :::: Malagasy (4M)
Colonial langages :::: English (5.5M), 
French (3.2M), German (650k), 
Portuguese (250k), Afrikaans (20k)

Afroasiatic

Nilo-Saharan

Niger–Congo

Bantu

Khoisan

Indo-European

Austronesian

Afroasiatic:::: Amharic (216), Arabic (65k), Hausa (260), Oromo 
(335), Somali (1.6k), Tigrinya (115)

CC by-sa 4.0, htttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Mattp_of_African_language_families.svg



  

Howtt cantt ittt helptt fortt Africantt langages?

• Everything has to be done (see the ttprevious slide)
• Adding a new entry takes less than 5 minutes (comttpare to the time 

needed to write a Wikittpedia article)
• Even limited knowledge of a language makes it ttpossible to 

contribute
• Language communities contributing helttps them maintain and 

deettpen knowledge of their own languages
• Interest from linguists



  

Whattt tott do?
In your mother tongue:

Create a new linguistic version of the Wiktionary (incubator)
Develottp an existing Wiktionary (Arabic, Swahili, etc.)

In a lingua franca (English, French, etc.) :
Define vocabulary from your country 

[[Catégorie:français d’Afrique]]
Add translations
Add local ttpronunciation (see Lingua Libre)



  

Shawiya is a Berber langage sttpoken by about 2M ttpeottple in Algeria.
Association culturelle Zerfa Chaouie QQuébec organised Wiktionary 
contribution workshottp during Wikimania 2017.

Example:tt Shawiyatt language

More than 800 
Shawiya words within 
fr :Catégorie:chaoui 
during Wikimania and 
afer



  

● Rgaudin (French man who lives in Mali) and Mamadou59 (native 
sttpeaker) (Kunnafoni) added more than 3,000 words in Koyraboro 
Senni in 2010. Also in Bambara

● A12n worked in several coutries in West Africa and contributed in 
Bambara, Fula and Zarma both on fr and en Wiktionaries 
(htttps://niamey.blogsttpot.se/2015/07/wiktionary-as-tool-for-african-language.html)

● Echtio married a Comorian woman and added ~800 words in 
Shingazidja language, a Bantu langage from Comoros

● Jagwar from Madagascar added more than 20,000 words in 
Malagasy langage, a Malayo-Polynesian langage

● Also contributions in Afrikaans, Arabic, Lingala, etc.

Example:tt othertt langagestt spokentt intt 
Africa

https://niamey.blogspot.se/2015/07/wiktionary-as-tool-for-african-language.html


  

● 23 countries within “Catégorie:français d’Afrique”

● “Catégorie:français du Cameroun” (chicoteur, faro, koki, makala, metre 
dans la sauce, ttprendre la couchete, tome deux, etc.)

● “Annexe:Mots français d’origine arabe”

● “Annexe:Camfranglais”

● “Annexe:Liste de mots nouchis” (Ivory Coast)

● ...

Example:tt Frenchtt fromtt Africantt countries

https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Cat%C3%A9gorie:fran%C3%A7ais_d%E2%80%99Afrique
https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Cat%C3%A9gorie:fran%C3%A7ais_du_Cameroun
https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Annexe:Mots_fran%C3%A7ais_d%E2%80%99origine_arabe
https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Annexe:Camfranglais
https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Annexe:Liste_de_mots_nouchis


  

Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::ht
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Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::
1) Type your langage
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Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::
1) Type your langage
2) Type the translation
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Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::
1) Type your langage
2) Type the translation
3) Add additional informations
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Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::
1) Type your langage
2) Type the translation
3) Add additional informations
4) Click on “Ajouter”
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Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::
1) Type your langage
2) Type the translation
3) Add additional informations
4) Click on “Ajouter”
5) Click on  “Enregistrer les modifications”
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Howtt tott contributett (intt antt easytt way)?

Adding translations in your langage 
(examttple: “ttpatate douce” entry)::::
1) Type your langage
2) Type the translation
3) Add additional informations
4) Click on “Ajouter”
5) Click on  “Enregistrer les modifications”

And also other gadgets (“CreerNouveauMot”, “CreerTrad”, …)
Come to the Wiktionary workshop to discover them
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● Audio recording easy and quick:
– Recording of list of words

– Automatic cut

● Accurate metadata (gender, location, age, etc.) 

● Free license, ttpossible reuse:
– Wiktionary

– Researchers in linguistics

– …

● Work in ttprogress for a new version with automatic uttpload to Commons

Linguatt libre
tt “Recordingtt alltt languagestt oftt thett worldtt villagett bytt village”tt 

htttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File :Enregistrement_de_
mots_en_langue_basque_avec_Lingua_Libre_(1).jttpg, CC by-sa 4.0

CC by-sa 3.0, htttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Lingua_Libre_LOGO_Carr%C3%A9_ST.ttpng



  



  

Thanks for your atention!

● Qestions?
● Discussion?
● Collaborations?

Contact
● fr.wiktionary: Pamttput
● en.wiktionary: Metaknowledge

htttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Black-headed_weaver_
(Ploceus_cucullatus_bohndorfi)_male_nest_building.jttpg, CC by-sa 4.0



  

● Contributions with smartttphones are not really adattpted

● Attpart from some gadgets, the Wiktionaries are ttplenty of 
temttplates

● It may not exist an oficial standardised orthograttphy

● Oral-only langages; how to include them into the Wiktionary?

● … (see “Dictionary” in Actualités of February 2018 on the French Wiktionary)

Possiblett difculties

https://fr.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionnaire:Actualit%C3%A9s/035-f%C3%A9vrier-2018/en
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