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DOCUMENT 2793

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
WAR CRIMES BRANCH

APO 500
14 December 1945

VEMORANDUM TO: Prosecution Section (Report No. 126)
THRUS ) Executive Officer, War Crimes Branch

. SUBJECT: Mzssacre of Fllipino civilians at Tapel, Gonzaga,
Cagayan, Luzony P. I, on 1 July 1945. '
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II. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

About 0100 hours con 1 July 1945 twenty three Japenese
soldiers and ane Jemnunese Officer, a Captain YUSHIDA, entered the
home of Zacarias PALATS0 in Mission, Buguey, Cagayan, Luzon, P,I.,
and bayonettzd to deatn 1wy meie occupants. The remalning sixteen
occupants were then led away and all of them were bayonetted many
times. Only one young girl survived but she suffered, several
bayonet wounds (R 10i, 105, Exs K-1, K-2, K-3).

About 0600 hours on the same day Japanese soldlers moved
into Tapel, Gonzaga, Cagayan, about nine miles east of Mission.
Tepel was The evacuation center at which residents of nea~by
towns had hezn conzentrated ty the Japanese to prevent their
escape tw:i:i3 Lhe Aweriesn troops advanclrg from tone wesw slde
of the Cuaguvan~ mwver. Agproxiystely thirty thousand Filipinos
were in or pear Yapel (R 50, 57, 5%).

Three n» four small boats ccntaining Filipinos who were
trying to esvapz by sea were fired upo: Uy the Japznzse with
rifles and mach.ne guas. Thnree > tha cucupants were killed and
two were)wounded (R 31, 32, 35y 30, 39, 40, 43, 44, Exs I-1, I-2,
J-lj J"'2 .

The Japanese surrounded the nipa huts scattered along the
beach, and when tha Filipino civilians began to rua, they machine
gunned and bsyonetted lhem. Two were seen bayoncited to death (R

7)., One of ancther group of three Filipinos was beheaded and his
two companions were kiiled with riflie shots (R 25, 90). Four
other Filipiros had their hznds tied bakiad them and were then
bayonettzd to death and their bocdies throwa iavo an old well
(R 57, 58, 76, 77, 8L). Four others were killed in like manner
(R 94, 985. Ten Filipinos were capturad as they prepared to
escape by boat, and the Japenese killed all of them with bayonets
except one who was severely wounded (R 64, 65, 69, 70, 73). The
dead bodies of three other Filipinos, cne of whcm had been beheade
were found near a small bridge (R 26, R 59, Ex L-2). Eight others
were found beheaded (R 90, Ex L-1). The next day survivors saw
more than one hundred dead bcdies in Tapel (R 77, 81, 91), and
much later meny skulls and bones were found tied with ropes
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