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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SABRE, Randolph E .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 January ' l970  

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Cap ta in ,  F l i g h t  P la toon  
Leader ,  Aero-Scout Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. J O B  DESCRIPTION. 

a .  Background in fo rmat ion .  

On 16 March 1968 t h e  w i t n e s s  was a c a p t a i n  and t h e  
f l / igh t  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  aero-scout  company (pg. 2 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  i n  Vietnam 5 February 1968 and l e f t  
wounded i n  September 1968. H e  had been t h e r e  f o r  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  c y c l e  and t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  company 
went on (pg. 3) . The company was o rgan ized  i n  two p l a t o o n s ,  
a s e r v i c e  p l a t o o n  and a f l i g h t  p la toon .  The f l i g h t  p l a t o o n  
was l a r g e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  company 
and t h e  i n f a n t r y  s e c t i o n .  

b .  H i s  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b l i t i e s .  

Because o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  p l a t o o n ,  he d e l e g a t e d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r s .  The gun 
s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ,  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e i g h t  gun- 
s h i p s  (pg.  3 ) .  Another l i e u t e n a n t  was i n  cha rge  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
s l i c k s  and d t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  h e l i c o p t e r s s  (pg . 3) . The 
w i t n e s s  had t h e  r e s p o n s i b l i t y  o f  making s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  a d a y ' s  miss ion  w e r e  on hand and t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  
crews were scheduled  t o  f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  H e  would a l s o  i n -  
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  was p r e s e n t  and b r i e f e d  on t h e  miss ion .  
H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Major WATKE handled t h e  i n f a n t r y  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  p l a t o o n  through t h e  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  (pg. 4 )  . The whole 
i n f a n t r y  p l a t o o n  could  n o t  be  l i f t e d  a t  once because  
they on ly  had t h r e e  s l i c k s ,  which was one under f u l l  s t r e n g t h  
(pg* 4 ) .  
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2. ACTIVITIES ON 16 MARCH 1968.  

a .  P r e o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g s .  

On 15 March 1968,  t h e  w i t n e s s  accompanied Major 
WATKE t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  a Task Force  Ba rke r  b r i e f i n g  ( p g . 1 8 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Co lone l  BARKER gave  some f i g u r e s  on 
k i l l s  made i n  t h e  A 0  on p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and t o l d  
them where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  was g o i n g  t o  be  f i r e d  (pg .  18 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  made a copy o n t o  a map (pg .  1 9 )  . The 
a r t i l l e r y  was g o i n g  t o  f i r e  on c e r t a i n  h a m l e t s  which he  
f e l t  were d e s e r t e d  (pg .  1 9 )  , because  from p r e v i o u s  o p e r a t i o n s  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  had been  damaged and he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  
peop le  l i v e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  (pg .  2 0 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
a s s ignmen t  was n o t  t o  b l o c k  p e o p l e  coming from 
t h a t  s e c t i o n  b u t  t o  p r e v e n t  p e o p l e  coming from P i n k v i l l e  
( ~ g2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  was n o t  s u r e  t h a t  BARKER gave  t h e  
b r l e f i n g  and h e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  name o f  Major CALHOUN b u t  
" cou ld  n o t  p u t  a f a c e  w i t h  i t "  (pg .  2 1 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  know i f  t h e  company commanders were p r e s e n t .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  Co lone l  HENDERSON b e i n g  p r e s e n t  and f e l t  t h a t  i f  
HENDERSON had been t h e r e  h e  would have  s a i d  n o t h i n g ,  l e t t i n g  
BARKER g i v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pg .  23) . A w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  
from t h e  174 th  was p r e s e n t  and t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  t h e  gunsh ips  w e r e  t o  s u p p r e s s  an a r e a  w i t h  machineguns 
and r o c k e t  f i r e  (pg .  2 1 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  reca l l  how many 
gunsh ips  would b e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  1 7 4 t h  (pg .  2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  m i s s i o n  was t o  o r b i t  w i t h  
g u n s h i p s ,  o b s e r v a t i o n  a i r c r a f t ,  and t h e  s l i c k s  w i t h  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  (pg .  4 ) .  I f  t h e r e  was an exodus from t h e  a r e a ,  
t h e y  were t o  a c t  a s  a b l o c k i n g  f o r c e  (pg .  4 )  . They had a 
s econda ry  m i s s i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  u n i t  w i t h  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
( p g .  5 )  

, , 
b .  H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a .  

(1) H i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

The rest o f  t h e  company, i n c l u d i n g  h i s  a i r -
c r a f t  went  t o  LZ D o t t i e  where t h e y  s tood-by  f o r  a m i s s i o n  
which would u t i l i z e  t h e  i n f a n t r y  s l i c k s  (pg .  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  
My L a i  ( 4 )  w a s  a v e r y  s m a l l  a r e a  f o r  t h e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  team 
t o  spend  t h e i r  t i m e  i n .  They would check i n  w i t h  t h e  ground 
commander and r e c o n  a r e a s  t h a t  h e  r e q u e s t e d  (pg . 6 )  . The 
rest  o f  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  would per form t h e i r  r e g u l a r  m i s s i o n s  
i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  A 0  (pg .  6 ) .  
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Mortar rounds on H i l l  85. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  r e c a l l  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  mor tar  
rounds on H i l l  85 and he l e d  t h e  f l i g h t  i n ,  which landed on 
t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  knew t h a t  two a i r c r a f t  were 
u t i l i z e d ,  perhaps  t h r e e  (pg. 6 )  . They d i scovered  t h a t  t h e r e  
were approximate ly  30 t o  40  81mm rounds and they  a r ranged  
f o r  an EOD man t o  d e s t r o y  it. They completed t h e  miss ion  
and r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 7 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
e v e n t s  o f  t a c t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  on t h e  ground. H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  c i v i l i a n s  moving n o r  d i d  he remember s e e i n g  American 
t r o o p s  on t h e  ground (pg. 7 ) .  They probably  f lew a t  
approximately 1000 f e e t  (pg. 8) . 

( 3 )  Transmission from Rawhide 6. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  they  could  h e a r  Colonel  
HENDERSON communicate w i t h  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  van o v e r  one 
o f  t h e i r  r a d i o s .  He c o u l d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  Rawhide 6 was 
HENDERSON'Sc a l l  s i g n  (pg.  2 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  b e l i e v e d  he  
hea rd  a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  which s a i d  "I d o n ' t  want any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s "  and he  f e l t  it could  be  from Rawhide 6 ,  b u t  he cou ld  
n o t  c l e a r l y  r e c a l l  (pg. 24) . 
3. EVENTS AT LZ DOTTIE ON 16 MARCH 1968. 

a .  The van a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

When t h e  w i t n e s s  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  from h i s  
p a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  he went t o  t h e  van where he  normally 
would b e  when a i r c r a f t  r e t u r n e d  from a miss ion  (pg.  8)  . H e  
p o s s i b l y  d i d  n o t  remain i n  t h e  van a l l  day,  b u t  would go 
back t o  l i s t e n  t o  Major WATKE d e b r i e f  p i l o t s .  H e  p l ayed  
horseshoes  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  was p r e s e n t  when THOMPSON re-
tu rned  t o  t h e  van (pg. 8 ) .  H e  thought  BROWN was p r e s e n t  
(pgs .  8 ,  11). and d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember M r .  MILLIANS 
be ing  around (pg.  11). The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
COLBURN o r  ANDREOTTA came wi th  THOMPSON (pg. 11). THOMPSON 
was u p s e t  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some c i v i l i a n s  were be ing  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a  (pg. 8)  . THOMPSON, who w a s  
normally calm, was e x c i t e d  when he made t h e  r e p o r t .  The 
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  any s p e c i f i c s  o f  THOMPSON'S d i s -  
c u s s i o n  w i t h  WATKE (pg.  9 ) .  The i n c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  make an  
impress ion  on t h e  w i t n e s s  (pg. l o ) ,  because he f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  o r  gunships had k i l l e d  a few women 
and c h i l d r e n  (pg.  1 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  may have been 
asked t o  l e a v e  t h e  van because he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s t a t e m e n t s  
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r e g a r d i n g  a c a p t a i n  k i l l i n g  a  woman, a s e r g e a n t  f i r i n g  
i n t o  a d i t c h ,  o r  THOMPSON t a l k i n g  w i t h  a l i e u t e n a n t  ( p g . 1 0 ) .  

b .  F u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Sometime a f t e r  THOMPSON r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  van ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  l e a r n e d  of  THOMPSON~S r e s c u e  o f  women and c h i l d r e n  
from e i t h e r  a cave  o r  a d i t c h  (pgs .  8 ,  9 ) .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  a c t i o n  was something t h a t  THOMPSON d e s e r v e d  t o  be  
d e c o r a t e d  f o r  (pg.  9 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  company o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  n o r  d i d  
h e  remember any c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  p i l o t s  abou t  i t  (pgs .11 ,  
1 3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  i t  was p o s s i b l e  h e  w a s  on TDY i n  Vung Tau 
check ing  on a n o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  (pg.  1 3 ) .  

WATKE's r e p o r t  t o  BARKER. 

H e  f e l t  t h a t  WATKE r e p o r t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  
Colonel  BARKER and p o s s i b l y  THOMPSON accompanied him 
(pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  conce rn ing  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  b u t  remembered WATKE making a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  
t h e y  had done t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  it was 
r e p o r t e d ,  and t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  want i d l e  c h a t t e r  a b o u t  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg.  2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know what WATKE had 
r e p o r t e d  n o r  d i d  h e  recal l  a n y t h i n g  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs. 25,  26) . 

d .  The G2 b r i e f i n p .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  a G 2  
b r i e f i n g  b u t  d i d  remember WATKE s t a n d i n g  up and t e l l i n g  t h e  
company t o  "knock it o f f "  (pg .  1 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  WATKE 
assembl ing  t h e  company t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  ( p g .  1 2 ) .  

WATKE and HOLLADAY. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  one day when WATKE d i d  n o t  
f l y  w i t h  him, and f l e w  o f f  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY (pg .  1 4 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where Genera l  YOUNG, Colonel  
HENDERSON, Colonel  BARKER, Colonel  HOLLADAY, and Major WATKE 
m e t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg .  1 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  WATKE and HOLLADAY 
landed  on a h e l i p a d  n e a r  t h e  u n i t  a r e a t b u t  i f  t h e  o t h e r s  had 
come t h e y  would have banded up n e a r  t h e  CP (pg .  1 4 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  i t  was n o t  i n  WATKE's n a t u r e  t o  d i s c u s s  a 
meet ing  o f  t h i s  t y p e ,  i f  WATKE f e l t  he  had made a p r o p e r  
r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  BARKER (pg .  1 4 )  . 
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4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  Major WATKE was a b rave  and 
competent commanding o f f i c e r  who had t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  g e t  
a long wi th  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  (pg. 1 4 ) .  H e  c i t e d  t h e  example 
of General  YOUNG and WATKE o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  aero-scout  
company and how WATKE convinced YOUNG o f  t h e  need f o r  
infantrymen (pg. 1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a l s o  made r e f e r e n c e  
t o  WATKE1s a b i l i t y  t o  have Colonel  HOLLADAY coopera te  
w i t h  t h e  company (pg.  1 5 ) .  H e  d e s c r i b e d  WATKE a s  
d i p l o m a t i c ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a c t f u l .  WATKE had 
" t h e  courage o f  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s "  and would s t a n d  up t o  
h i s  s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r s  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  a l s o  d i s -  
cussed  a  c r a s h  t h a t  WATKE w a s  i n  (pgs .  15-17) . H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY determined t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was s h o t  
down and d i d  n o t  c r a s h  from eng ine  f a i l u r e  (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  
f e l t  t h a t  WATKE w a s  recommended f o r  t h e  S i l v e r  S t a r  i n  t h a t  
he d i s r e g a r d e d  h i s  own l i f e  whi le  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was i n  f lames 
and ordered  t h e  r e s c u e r s  t o  h e l p  t h e  crew members o u t  f i r s t  
(pg. 16)  . 

b.  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  Capta in  LIVINGSTON was an 
inexper ienced  o f f i c e r ,  b u t  o f  good m a t e r i a l  (pg.  1 7 )  . 

c .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  
Sharks were " t r i g g e r  happy" gunships .  Th i s  was from a 
rumor he hea rd  o f  t h e i r  be ing  reprimanded f o r  s t r a f i n g  
an a r e a  they  were n o t  supposed t o ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  have 
any p e r s o n a l  exper ience  o r  knowledge o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t  ( p g . 2 2 ) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1700 hours ,  16 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, 
COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ COOP, recorder .  

The next  wi tness  i s  M r .  Randolph E .  SABRE. 

(MR SABRE: was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol-lows:) 

Please  s t a t e  your name, occupat ion,  and residence? 

A. Randolph E .  SABRE, p r e s e n t  occupation i s  p a t i e n t  
a t  t h e  Veterans Hosp i t a l ,  Denver Colorado. My address i s  
5541 West Louisana, Denver, Colorado. 

MR WEST: Before we g e t  i n t o  any ques t ions  I: want t o  t e l l  
you about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of t h i s  inqu i ry .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Unites S t a t e s  Army 
f o r  t h e  purpose of determing f a c t s  and making recommendations 
concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  
what has become known as  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 
1968,  and 

(2) t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding 
of information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ;  i n  o t h e r  
words, whether t h e r e  was a coverup of some kind. 

lie a r e  n o t  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and 
circumstances surrounding t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  For example, 
we a r e  no t  d i r e c t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  cominission 
of c r imina l  o f fenses  by persons who were t h e r e  t h a t  day. 

W e  have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and we have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  A s  f a r  a s  I know 
you have n o t  made any s ta tements .  
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A. Y e s ,  I d id .  I made a s ta tement  today to  t h e  
CID. 

Q ,Fine.  W e  weren ' t  aware of  that. 

A. I t  was j u s t  accomplished. I t h i n k  I s igned the  
s ta tement  a t  1130 t h i s  morning. 

Q- Thank you. Your testimony w i l l  be taken under 
oath.  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  prepared and a t ape  
recording i s  being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  verbatim notes  
be ing  taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 
our  r e p o r t  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ;  however, it i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  becorne a mat-
t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. W e  ask t h a t  you not  d i scuss  your 
testimony here  today wi th  anyone, inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
who may come be fo re  u s ,  except  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do 
be fo re  a competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  j u d i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. For example, t h e r e  i s  a subcommittee of t h e  House Armed 
Services  Committee which i s  looking i n t o  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  
and they a r e  c a l l i n g  wi tnesses .  Our reques t  t o  you n o t  t o  
d iscuss  your testimony of course does not  apply t o  t h a t  body. 

fiave you rece ived  an o rde r  from t h e  m i i i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley? 

A. No, I have n o t .  

Q - For the  record ,  M r .  SZBRE, were you a member of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I was. 

Q When were you separa ted?  

A. On 5 September 1969. 

Q. Going back t o  16 March 1968, what was your grade 
then, and you r  duty assignment? 

A. I w a s  a cap ta in  and I was t h e  f l i g h t  p la toon l e a d e r  
of the  aero-scout company of t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  

MR WEST: Colonel FRANKLIN, w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  
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COL FRANKLIN: Yes, sir.  

You were t h e  p la toon l e a d e r  of which platoon? 

A. The company was organized i n  two p la toons ,  a Ser-
v i c e  Platoon and a f l i g h t  platoon.  The f l i g h t  platoon con-
s i s t e d  of a l l  t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  company and t h e  i n f a n t r y  
s e c t i o n  t h a t  we had. I t  was a r a t h e r  l a r g e  platoon.  That ' s  
t h e  way t h e  company was organized. 

Q When d i d  you g e t  t o  Vietnam? 

A. The 5 th  of February, give o r  t ake  a day. I d o n ' t  
remember the  exac t  d a t e ,  bu t  i t . w a s  somewhere about t h a t .  

Q And you l e f t  Vietnam wounded, I assume. What 
month? 

A. September 1 9 6  8.  

Q So as  of t h i s  t ime,  16 March, you had had a  re-
l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  per iod  i n  the  aero-scout company? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The company was j u s t  organized i n  
February. I was t h e r e  f o r  the  t r a i n i n g  cycle  and t h e  f i r s t  
opera t ion  t h a t  t h e  company went on. 

Q A s  p la toon l eader  of the  f l i g h t  p la toon,  you c a l l  
it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right. 

Q- Would you exp la in  j u s t  what your d u t i e s  e n t a i l e d ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  were very broad genera l  command res -
p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  f l i g h t  p la toon.  However, being t h a t  
it was s o  l a r g e  and was working under a new concept,  I dele-
gated a  l o t  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  var ious  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r s ,  
f o r  example, t o  t h e  gun s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ,  who had e i g h t  gun-
sh ips .  I had a l i e u t e n a n t  who was i n  charge of  those .  The 
s l i c k  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  we had--I th ink  a t  t h e  time we only had 
three-and t h e  observat ion  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  we had, I a l s o  had 
a l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  was i n  charge of t h e s e  a i r c r a f t .  
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My r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w a s  t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  w e  had t h e  number of 
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  were r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  miss ion t h e  n e x t  day, 
be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  crews were scheduled  t o  f l y  t h e s e  a i r c r a f t ,  
and t o  see . tha t  o u r  i n f a n t r y  w a s  t h e r e  and knew what t h e  
miss ion  w a s  going t o  be  t h a t  day. Now I must admit t h a t  t h e  
i n f a n t r y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  pla toon--I  d i d n ' t  e x e r c i s e  t o o  much 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  them. Major WATKE, t h e  company commander 
handled  t h a t  through t h e  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  of t h e  i n f a n t r y  
s e c t i o n .  

Q Those t h r e e  s l i c k s  you had,  I assume that w a s  
below your  a u t h o r i z e d  s t r e n g t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  w e  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  f o u r  and a t  t h e  t i m e  I 
t h i n k  w e  had t h r e e .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  came up t o  t h e  f u l l  
s t r e n g t h  o f  f o u r  u n t i l  a couple  o f  months a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q You could  n o t  l i f t  your  whole i n f a n t r y  p l a toon
t h e n ,  i n  one l i f t ?  

A. No, sir.  W e  c o u l d n ' t .  

Q Did you f l y  on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I d id .  

Q Would you j u s t  t e l l  us where you f lew and what 
you did--what t h a t  f l y i n g  c o n s i s t e d  of on t h a t  day? 

A. W e l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  we were b r i e f e d  about  was going t o  
t a k e  p l a c e  on t h e  1 6 t h  cf March, and was t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  
where we as an aero-scout  company were going t o  work w i t h  
and suppor t  ano the r  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  t h a t  was working on t h e  
ground. Our miss ion  was going t o  be t o  t a k e  o f f  a t  a pre-
des igna t ed  t ime and a r r i v e  a t  a p redes igna t ed  o r b i t i n g  p o i n t  
w i t h  o u r  gunsh ips ,  o b s e r v a t i o n  a i r c r a f t ,  and o u r  s l i c k s  loaded  
wi th  o u r  o r g a n i c  i n f a n t r y  people  and o r b i t  t h i s  p o i n t  w h i l e  
t h i s  o t h e r  e lement  was be ing  p u t  i n  on t h e  ground--while t hey  
made t h e i r  combat a s s a u l t .  Should t h e r e  be any t y p e  of exodus 
from t h e  a r e a  t h a t  they  were going i n t o ,  we were t o  p u t  o u r  
i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground a s  a b lock ing  f o r c e  and e i t h e r  t u r n  
t h e  people  back o r  c a p t u r e  t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  
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This  d i d  n o t  occur - - th i s  exodus du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  d i d n ' t  
occur ,  so t h e  company minus t h e  recon e lement  which c o n s i s t e d  
of t w o  gunships  and an o b s e r v a t i o n  h e l i c o p t e r  went back t o  LZ 
~ o t t i ewhere they  were s t a g i n g  from. 

The recon went down t o  a lower a l t i t u d e  and r e p o r t -
ed  i n  v i a  r a d i o  w i th  t h e  ground commander on t h e  ground. Th i s  
w a s  t h e  second p o r t i o n  of ou r  miss ion:  t o  suppor t  t h i s  u n i t  
w i t h  reconna issance  suppor t  f o r  t h e  t ime t h a t  t hey  were on 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  how t h e  check-in went,  
b u t  normally t h e  way it went,  one gunship p i l o t  would c a l l  i n  
t o  t h e  ground commander and e s t a b l i s h  c o n t a c t  w i t h  him and 
f i n d  o u t  where t hey  wanted t h e  recon  t o  be performed. A s  I 
s a i d ,  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  company, which inc luded  my a i r c r a f t ,  
went t o  LZ D o t t i e  and we landed ,  s h u t  down ou r  a i r c r a f t ,  and 
was s t a n d i n g  by f o r  any type  c f  miss ion  t h a t  might come up 
where we could u t i l i z e  o u r  i n f a n t r y .  W e  had o p e r a t i o n s  vans 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  where w e  had t a c t i c a l  maps, r a d i o s ,  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f f i c e r ,  and o p e r a t i o n s  s p e c i a l i s t .  Major WATKE and myself 
would hang o u t  there when we w e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  t o  coo rd ina t e  
o u r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s o  i f  t hey  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  i n f a n t r y  we could  
react immediately.  I was i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  van when t h e  recon 
element came back from t h e  miss ion.  

Q • Before  coming back now, t o  h e l p  r e f r e s h  your memory 
a l i t t l e ,  you had some mechanical  t r o u b l e  w i t h  one of t h e  H-23's, 
s o  you went down w i t h  on ly  one LOH. Do you remember how many 
gunships you took down w i t h  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Okay, t h e r e  w a s  t h e  LOH and t h e  two guns,  t h e  h igh  
and t h e  low gun, on s t a t i o n  sou th  of  Highway 521. 

A. I d o n ' t  see how it w a s  Highway 521. 

(COL FRANKLIN o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on E x h i b i t  P-1).  

Q .  I wish you would d i s c u s s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  a f t e r  you 
landed and went t o  t h e  van, what t r a n s p i r e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  
t o  any r a d i o  communications . o r  any in fo rma t ion  you had on t h a t .  
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Major WATKE, f o r  your information,  was a i rborne  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
and probably would n o t  have been i n  the  van wi th  you i n i t i a l l y  
u n t i l  about 0830 o r  0900. 

A. W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  remember any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  of 
any s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I caf i ' t  remember any of them. I c a n ' t  
g i v e  you any information t h a t  you asked f o r .  

Q- What happened t o  you? You were i n  t h e  van--when 
d i d  you take  o f f  and what d i d  t h e  corrtpany do? 

A. Weli, on t h e  telephone when I o r i g i n a l l y  t a l k e d  
about appearing here ,  Colonel PATTERSON t o l d  me t h a t  w e  went 
l a t e r  t h a t  day on an opera t ion  t h a t  he mentioned. I remember 
t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  w e  went on. 1 remember t h a t  ope ra t ion  i n  
some d e t a i l .  However, I d i d  no t  know p r i o r  t o  t h a t  time t h a t  
t h a t  ope ra t ion  occurred t h e  same day. I d i d n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q Lots of people d o n ' t .  Don't worry about it. 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember what time of day t h i s  occurred,  
b u t  sometime--well, t h a t  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  was 
a very s m a l l  a r e a  f o r  an a i rborne  reconnaissance team t o  
spend t h e i r  e n t i r e  time doing, s o  what they would do is  they 
would check i n  with t h a t  guy on t h e  ground p e r i o d i c a l l y  and 
recon what he wanted recon 'd.  Then, t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t ime w e  
were performing our r e g u l a r  aero-scout type  missions i n  o t h e r  
p a r t s  of t h e  Task  Force Barker AO. Sometime during one of 
t h e s e  recons--I d o n ' t  remember which one it was t h a t  day--
i f  t h i s  mission d id  t ake  p lace  t h a t  day, they thought they 
saw some mortar tubes up on t h i s  H i l l  85--very d i s t i n g u i s h -
a b l e  h i l l  up t h e r e .  You c o u l d n ' t  m i s s  it. N s j o r  WATKE 
decided t o  put our i n f a n t r y  s e c t i o n  i n  on t o p  of t h a t  mom-
t a i n ,  s o  we took of f  and landed them r i g h t  on top  of t h a t  
mountain. They d i d n ' t  s c a l e  t h e  mountain. We landed r i g h t  
on t h e  top .  I remember t h a t  very e x p l i c i t l y ,  because I 
th ink  I was leading  t h e  f l i g h t .  I went i n  and I c o u l d n ' t  
f i n d  a p lace  t o  land ,  because t h e r e  was s o  many foxholes ,  
bunkers,  and s o  f o r t h  up t h e r e ,  I had t o  go around, The 
o t h e r  two a i r c r a f t  came i n  and landed, o r  I know one a i r -
c r a f t  came in--I  d o n ' t  remember whether a l l  t h r e e  a i r c r a f t  
were u t i l i z e d ,  but  I know t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one a i r c r a f t  
behind me and he came i n  and found a p lace  t o  land.  
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I came hack  around and now I d o n ' t  remember whether  I landed 
up t h e r e  and p u t  my i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground. Bu t  anyway, we 
d i d  have i n f a n t r y  up t h e r e  and they  d i scove red  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e n ' t  any mor t a r  t ubes ,  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  e x t e n s i v e  s tock-  
p i l e s  of  mor ta r  rounds.  I t h i n k  they  w e r e  81mm rounds and 
t h e r e  were somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood of 30 o r  40 of them 
up t h e r e .  Well ,  w e  a r ranged  t o  g e t  an EOD man t o  come up. 
W e  p icked  him up and took him up on t o p  o f  t h a t  mountain-- 
by w e ,  I d o n ' t  mean me. But one of o u r  a i r c r a f t  p icked  him 
up and took  him up on t o p  o f  t h e  mountain and he  s e t  t h e  
charge t o  d e s t r o y  t h e s e  mor ta r  rounds.  Our e lements  were 
picked up and,  as f a r  a s  I know, they  were r e t u r n e d  t o  D o t t i e .  
But I d o n ' t  t h ink - - tha t  was k ind  of  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  
us t o  go back t o  o u r  home base .  

Q. Thi s  was e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, a s  I remember, and 
these w e r e  60fim mor t a r s ,  There were about 40 of them and 
t h i s  would have probably been completed about  9 : O O .  Do you 
r e c a l l  any th ing  when you were f l y i n g  o u t  t h e r e ?  You were 
t h e  r ank ing  man, you normaily wanted t o  know t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and g e n e r a l l y  w h a t ' s  go ing  on on t h e  
ground. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  about what you saw a s  you 
were f l y i n g  o u t  t h e r e  a s  t o  any r e fugees  o r  people?  D o  you 
r e c a l l  what t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i t ~ a t i o n  was on t h e  ground a t  t h i s  
t ime? 

A. E'lying o u t  t o  H i l l  85? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Well,  f i r s t  of  a l l ,  t o  answer your  q u e s t i o n  about 
a r t i l l e r y ,  it w a s  ou r  procedure  f o r  o u r  gunships  t o  always 
know about  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  was be ing  f i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a .  When-
e v e r  t hey  would t e l l  us t o  come i n t o  an area, o r  d i r e c t  us 
t o  an a r e a ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had a l r e a d y  been c l e a r e d .  I t  was 
n o t  my s p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c l e a r  a r t i l l e r y  a s  long  
as o u r  gunships  had a l r eady  done so .  T o  answer your  q u e s t i o n  
about t h e  w i t n e s s i n g  and t a c t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of even t s  on 
t h e  ground t h e r e ,  no, I do n o t  remember any c i v i l i a n s  moving. 
I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any American t r o o p s  on t h e  ground. 
I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  a long  t h o s e  l i n e s .  
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Q - I f  you had i n f a n t r y  aboard,  you would probably f l y  
p r e t t y  high coming i n ,  would you not?  

A. . Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was normal f o r  us t o  g e t  up above 1,000 
feet  and i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  from D o t t i e  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h e r e  i s  adequate d i s t a n c e  t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  a l -
t i t u d e .  

Q - Okay, you went wi th  t h a t  ope ra t ion  and t h e r e  w a s  
nothing unusual,  s o  you came back t o  Dot t ie?  I assume you 
would go up t o  t h e  van, then ,  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. Y e s ,  a t  least t o  check i n .  Now I d o n ' t  want t o  say  
t h a t  I j u s t  camped i n  t h a t  van a l l  day long,  bu t  I would have 
come back i n t o  the van a f t e r  t h a t  opera t ion .  I was always 
up a t  t h e  van when some of our  a i r - c ra f t  re turned  from a mis-
s i o n ,  i f  f o r  nothing e l s e  than t o  l i s t e n  t o  them being  
debr ie fed  by our  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  and Major WATKE. How-
ever ,  we had horseshoes ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  we used t o  pass  t h e  
t ime, because w e  s p e n t  p a r t  of the  t ime j u s t  wa i t ing  t h e r e  
fox something t o  happen. So t h e r e  were tin:es dur ing  t h e  
day I ' m  s u r e  I was p laying  horseshoes; b u t  l i k e  I s a i d ,  
those  t imes I always went up t o  t h e  van. 

Q Well, i n  t h e  van t h a t  day, what t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  
you r e c a l l ?  

A. Well, of course t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s tands  o u t  i n  my 
mind, a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  has  been maGe of i t ,  i s  when 
t h e  reconnaissance element t h a t  THOWPSON was on re tu rned  t o  
LZ Dot t ie  and came up t o  t h e  van. Now, I t h i n k  t h a t  BROWN 
a l s o  was one of the gunship a i i - c r a f t  commanders. I c o u l d n ' t  
swear t o  it, b u t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I can remember h i s  be ing  
a l i t t l e  upse t  about what he thought had happened out  t h e r e .  
I can s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember THOMPSON being upse t .  He came 
back and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were some c i v i l i a n s  being k i l -
l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  remember whether he t o l d  us a t  t h a t  
s p e c i f i c  t ime, bu t  sometime i n  t h e  f u t u r e  I learned  t h a t  he had 
landed h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  ou t  t h e r e  where t h i s  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  was 
opera t ing .  I d o n ' t  know i f  "rescue" was t h e  proper term, b u t  
t h e r e  were women and some c h i l d r e n  t h a t  were i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  he f e l t  r equ i red  t h a t  he land ,  g e t  out  of h i s  a i r c r a f t  
and go g e t  t h e s e  people before  they go t  i n j u r e d .  
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I f  th.e i n f a n t r y  u n i t  on th.e ground was having t r o u b l e  ca tch ing  
them o r  they were evading t h e  i n f a n t r y  and THOMPSON saw them 
from t h e  a i r ,  he landed, go t  o u t  of h i s  a i r c r a f t ,  and l e d  them 
o u t  of wherever they were h id ing .  I thought it was a cave 
t h a t  they were i n ,  it might have been a d i t c h ,  b u t  anyway, it 
w a s  something t h a t  we f e l t  he deserved t o  be decora ted  f o r :  
t o  go i n  and l ead  these  people o u t  where t h e  o t h e r  i n f a n t r y  
wouldn ' t  go i n .  Like I say,  I ' m  n o t  completely s u r e  r i g h t  
now whether t h i s  i s  t h e  case o r  whether it was done i n  a 
d i t c h  o r  whether it was done i n  a hootch, bu t  it was some-
t h i n g  t o  where t h e  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s  on t h e  ground were going 
t o  throw a hand grenade i n  t o  g e t  them t o  come o u t ,  and he 
prevented t h a t .  He g o t  ouc, and went i n  h imse l f ,  and l e d  
these  people o u t .  L i k e  I say ,  it was j u s t  something t h a t  we 
f e l t  t h a t  he deserved t o  be decorated f o r .  

Q- What were t h e  cond i t ions  and circumstances i n  which 
you saw THOMPSON? 

A.  L e t ' s  see ,  I was up a t  t h e  van--

Q = ( In te rpos ing)  Yes? 

A. I t  was a couple of  hundred ya rds ,  maybe, froin where 
we parked t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  van. He came up t h e r e  an3 
was j u s t  n o t  h i s  normal, cool  s e l f .  H e  i s  a r a t h e r  cool 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  calm I should say .  Even under f i r e  he never 
seems t o  g e t  e x c i t e d ,  bu t  he was upse t  about what was going 
on ou t  t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know, except  t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  
had been some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q What do you mean some c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ?  You say
he was upse t .  Now, what we would r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  know i s  
some of t h e  d e k a i l s  of what he s a i d ,  a s  b e s t  as  you can 
r e c o l l e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  I can r e c o l l e c t  any more spe-
c i f i c a l l y  than  what I have s a i d .  I c o u l d n ' t  be s u r e  of my-
s e l f  i f  I d id .  

Q- Was he t a l k i n g  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t h i n k  he was. 

Q Did t h i s  make much of an impression on you? 
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A.  A t  t h e  t ime t o  be completely f r ank ,  no. However, 
this w a s  r e a l l y  o u t  of my hands. He w a s  t a i k i n g  t o  WATKE and, 
t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I t h i n k  he  and WATKE went up t o  
t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER. NOW, I know Major WATKE d i d  and I 
t h i n k  THOMPSON went w i t h  him, about t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I know 
nothing about what t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e ;  bu t ,  of  course,  a t  t h e  
time I had no i d e a  of  t h e  magnitude t h a t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  of 
what occurred t h e r e .  What I thought w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
a c o ~ p l e  of women and c h i l d r e n  k i l l e d ,  which is  n o t  uncomnon 
i n  Vietnam. Many times i n  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ions  t h e r e  a r e  
people t h a t  a r e  i n  p laces  they a r e  noc supposed t o  be. 
Sometimes when you go i n t o  an LZ--well, i t ' s  common t o  have 
an a i r  prep  be fo re  you go i n  on a CA. The gunships s t r a f e  
t r e e  l i n e  areas and s o  f o r t h ,  and t h i s  d i d n ' t  impress me a s  
being anyth ing  r e a l  s e r i o u s .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  be ing  t h e r e  t h e  whole time THOMPSON 
was t a l k i n g  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember it. 

Q - We've had wi tnesses  come i n  h e r e  and say he was 
s o  upse t  he w a s  a lmost  p h y s i c a l l y  s i c k ;  t h a t  he used f i g u r e s  
up t o  150  dead; t h a t  he saw a c a p t a i n  k i l l  a  woman and he saw 
a se rgean t  f i r i n g  i n t o  a d i t c h  f i l l e d  w i t h  bodies ;  t h a t  he 
t a l k e d  t o  a l i e u t e n a n t  who was going t o  throw a grenade i n t o  
a  bunker w i t h  some women and c h i l d r e n ;  t h a t  he had h i s  door- 
gunner and crew chief  a c t u a l l y  t r a i n  t h e i r  machine guns on 
American t roops  t o  cover him. He's apparent ly  d i scuss ing  a l l  
these t h i n g s  i n  t h e  van and you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  
impression? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  impression. 
Elaybe I was asked ts l cnvc  t h c  vzn. I dcn't remeirber--that 
could be p o s s i b l e .  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  saying  what you ' r e  
t e l l i n g  now, though. I f  he had t o l d  me and i f  I had over-
heard those  t h i n g s ,  I th ink  I would be impressed. 

Q. Were you t h e  s e n i o r  cap ta in  i n  t h e  company? 

A. A t  t h a t  t ime I d o n ' t  remember whether Clyde WILSON 
had been promoted t o  major y e t ,  I f  he hadn ' t  been promoted 
on t h e  LGth, he was t h e  ranking cap ta in .  I f  he had a l r eady  
been promoted, then  I was t h e  ranking cap ta in .  

Q. What d i d  you h e a r  subsequent ly from M r .  THOMPSOTU'? 
O r ,  do you t h i n k  it was M r .  BROWN? Could it have been M r .  
BAKER? 
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A. I t h i n k  it w a s  M r .  BROWN. 

Q - You t h i n k  it was M r .  BROWN? Was M r .  ITLLIANS around 
anywhere? 

A. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember h i s  b e i n g  around,  
H e  may have been.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  any of  M r .  THOMPSON'S crew, COL-
BURN, o r  ANDREOTTA, were up t h e r e ?  . 

A.  I c a n ' t  be  p o s i t i v e ,  b u t  1 t h i n k  they  may have come 
up t h e r e  w i t h  THOMPSON. 

Q Okay. During t h i s  day d i d  anyth ing  e l s e  t r a n s p i r e  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  even t  of which we a r e  speaking? 

A. Not t h a t  I can remember. 

Q a Okay. Subsequent t o  t h i s ,  what d i d  you hea r?  Whom 
d i d  you speak t o  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A- .. Of cour se  when I r ead  about t h i s  i n  t h e  mayazines
and t h e  newspaper, I d i scussed  t h i s  w i t h  my w i f e .  The f i r s t  
c o n t a c t  t h a t  I had t o  d i s c u s s  what happened o u t  t h e r e  was from 
m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  when I was c a l l e d  from t h e  Pentagon t h i s  week. 
I t h i n k  it w a s  Monday. No, it was l a s t  Sa turday  morning. Ex-
cuse  me, it was l a s t  Sa turday  morning I was c a l l e d .  S ince  t h a t  
t ime I h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  With t h e  excep t ion  
of t h e  C I D  people  today and l a s t  n i g n t ,  I h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed  
w i t h  anybody. 

Q. .d Do you r e c a l l  any t a l k  i n  t h e  company about  what 
THOMPSON, p r i m a r i l y ,  had t o  say?  Was t h e r e  t a l k  among t h e  
p i l o t s  o r  t h e  crews? Was it w e l l  known throughout  t h e  com-
p a n  o r  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  nex t  day? 

, A. No, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was f o r g o t t e n  t h e  nex t  day. 
I ' m  going t o  have t o  f r a n k l y  say  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember any-
t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  happened i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I 
d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember b e i n g  involved  i n  any conve r sa t ion  
where t h e r e  w e r e  ill f e e l i n g s  among any of ou r  p i l o t s .  

Q. Y e s .  
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A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember now. I mighe have t a l k e d  
t o  BROWN o r  he might have t a l k e d  t o  me. H e  t a l k e d  t o  m e  about  
s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  du r ing  t h e  t i m e  h e  was over  t h e r e .  W e  w e r e  i n  
a r a t h e r  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I d o n ' t  remember THOMPSQY coming 
t o  me and t a l k i n g  about  it. I d o n ' t  remember Major WATKE t a l k -
i n g  anyth ing  o v e r  w i t h  m e  about  it. 

Q - Weren ' t  you t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  of a l l  t h e s e  people?  

A. Y e s .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  by a b r i e f e r  from G2 w i t h i n  
perhaps a week a f t e r  t h i s  concerning t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s  Task 
Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I should  have been t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q W e l l ,  l e t  m e  h e l p  you r e c o l l e c t .  D o  you r e c a l l  a 
t i m e  when t h e  company was be ing  b r i e f e d  and a f i g u r e  of  120 
VC o r  c i v i l  defenders  was g iven  by t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f f i c e r ?  
There was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  murmur among t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men o f  
t h e  company and comments l i k e ,  "Women and c h i l d r e n ;  are you 
count ing  a l l  of  them?" Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE having t o  
s i l e n c e  them? 

A. You know, I k ind  of do remember. Was t h i s  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from G 2  came down t o  ou r  company 
and gave? 

Q *  From t h e  in fo rma t ion  t h a t  w e  have,  y e s ,  from G2. 
I£ you have any o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  w e  would l i k e  t o  h e a r  it. 

A. I d o n s c  know--I mean you 'd  t h i n k  I would remember 
a s t r a n g e r  coming down t o  b r i e f  u s ,  b u t  I can '  t remember t h a t  
t h i s  man came down h e r e .  Now, I can remember Major WATKE 
s t a n d i n g  up and t e l l i n g  t h e  company, a t  ease. No, I c a n ' t  spe-
c i f i c a l l y  say  t h a t  it was t h i s  b r i e f i n s ,  b u t  I can remember 
h i s  s ay ing  th i s - - s t and ing  up one t i m e  f e l l i n g  t h e  company 
t o  knock it o f f ,  

Q- Can you r e c a l l  Major WATKE subsequent ly  assembling
t h e  company t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. No. 
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0. Well, t o  your knowledge, was t h i s  a widely d iscussed 
th ing ,  was t h i s  t a l ked  about,  were t h e r e  any f ee l i ngs  from the  
company one way o r  another  about what happened on 16  March? 
Was t h i s  on t h e  p i l o t s '  minds? Did it come up i n  t h e  mess 
h a l l s ?  Your b a r  a t  Chu Lai?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, I was never involved 
i n  any conversa t ions  on t h i s  mat ter  o r  I t h ink  t h a t  I would 
remember. I f  it was t a l ked  about and the  f ee l i ngs  t h a t  was i n  
our  company--if what you j u s t  s a i d  is true--I th ink  it must be 
evident--I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember t he  f ee l i ngs  being 
very s t r ong  about t h e  i nc iden t  t h a t  happened; ev iden t ly  they 
were. 

Q. W e  t h ink  they were. 

A. Evidently,  I guess so ,  from what you j u s t  s a id .  

Q - We've had wi tnesses  t o  come i n  he re ,  M r .  SABRE, t h a t  
t a l k e d  about  hear ing t h e  p i l o t s  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  ba r .  W e  know 
your company commander had t o  c a l l  everybody toge ther .  W e  have 
reason t o  b e l i e v e  he had t o  s i l e n c e  them one t i m e  when they 
were b r i e f e d ,  when they were t a l k i n g  about k i l l i n g  women and 
ch i l d r en  and perhaps MAJOR WATKE was embarrassed. W e  know 
from Major WATKE t h a t  he d i d  g e t  t h e  company t oge the r  and 
t o l d  them no t  t o  d i scuss  t h i s  t h ing  a t  a subsequent time, be-
cause he thought it was n o t  good t h a t  t he r e  were rumors going 
around about t h i s .  H e  cautioned them about t he  inves t iga -  
t i o n  and it wasn ' t  doing any good. 

A. Le t  m e  c l a r i f y  something. I ' m  a f r a i d  I ' m  g iv ing 
you the impression t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know what was going on. Some 
of t h i s ,  l i k e  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I c a n ' t  remember and t h i s  
meeting t h a t  Major WATKE had, I don ' t  know what t he  da t e s  of 
those  are; b u t  somewhere s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  16th  of March I 
went TDY f o r  10 days t o  Vung Tau t o  g e t  checked ou t  i n  another  
a i r c r a f t .  I could 've been gone from t h e  company dur ing t h a t  
t i m e .  So I c a n ' t  remember, b u t  I may no t  have been t h e r e .  

0. You were down t o  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Vung Tau. 

0. Checking o u t  t he  OH-63 

A. Y e s .  

Q. You were changing over t h e  13 ' s?  
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A. We weren' t changing over. W e  had rumors t h a t  we 
were going t o  g e t  them and w e  got  quotas t o  ge t  p i l o t s  qual i -  
f i e d  i n  them. A s  it turned out ,  it was q u i t e  a long time af-  
t e r  t h a t  before  we got  them. 

0 - W e l l ,  would you have been a t  LZ Dot t ie  i n  the  
2 days following t h i s  operation? Among other  th ings ,  Major 
WATKE and Colorrel HOLLADAY flew down t o  Dott ie? Do you r e c a l l  
being a t  Dot t ie  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I remember one day t h a t  we went out  and Major WATKE 
stayed back. I think it was t h e  f i r s t  day t h a t  we had ever 
gone o a t  t h a t  he didn 't come w i t h  us. And he did  f l y  with 
Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  day, bu t  I don' t s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember 
what it w a s  fo r .  

0 - You don' t  r e c a l l  Dott ie,  General YOUNG coming i n ,  
Colonel HENDERSON'S coming i n ,  and Colonel BARKER'S being 
the re  and Major WATKE and Colonel HOLLADAY? You don ' t  r e c a l l  
an inc iden t  of t h i s  type? 

A. No, because where we were located,  I remember one 
day Major WATKE's coming i n  and landing on a hel ipad with 
Colonel HOLLADAY. The o ther  people t h a t  you're r e f e r r ing  
t o  wouldn't have landed a t  our hel ipad where we operated. 
They would have landed up on top  of the  h i l l  by t h e  CP. 
You know, it would be very common f o r  Major WATKE t o  have asked 
everybody t o  leave the  van t o  t a l k  t o  THOMPSON over this mat-
ter. I t  would've a l s o  been h i s  nature not t o  discuss t h i s  
b i g  powwaw t h a t  you've t a lk ing  about with us i f  he had made 
what he f e l t  w a s  a proper repor t  t o  Colonel BARKER. He wouldn't 
have s t a r t e d  passing s c u t t l e b u t t  t o  us, he wasn't  t h a t  type 
of guy. 

0 - You say, "pass t h e  s c u t t l e b u t t .  " You were i n  the  
chain of coxranand, one of t h e  platoon leaders.  This a f fec ted  
one of your men. Wouldn't he pass on things t o  you t h a t  a f fec ted  
your people? 

A. No, I don ' t  th ink  he would have passed on anything
l i k e  t ha t .  

0- What kind of CO was Major WATKE? 

A. I couldn ' t  p r a i s e  him enough. There was no question 
about h i s  fee l ings  towards h i s  men and the re  was no quest ion 
of h i s  bravery. There was no question of h i s  a b i l i t y ,  and he 
had a g i f t  of g e t t i n g  along with super ior  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I ' v e  
never experienced i n  any o ther  o f f i c e r .  
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Q- What do you mean by g e t t i n g  a long  w i t h  s u p e r i o r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  a lmost  any th ing  he wanted i n  forming t h e  aero-
s c o u t  company, he  c o u l d . g e t  General  YOUNG'S okay on it. H e  
could have t h e  b r igade  commander come i n  screaming t o  General  
YOUNG t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  us 10 men and Major WATKE 
could  go up and convince General  YOUNG t h a t  we needed t h e  men. 
Of cou r se ,  t h i s  happened b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e r e ,  b u t  General  YOUNG 
and Major WATKE o rgan ized  t h e  aero-scout  company. H e  could 
t a l k  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY and g e t  Colonel  HOLLADAY1s suppor t  
on t h i n g s  t h a t  maybe he h a d n ' t  wanted t o  s u p p o r t .  I n  o r d e r  
f o r  us i o  o p e r a t e ,  we had t o  o p e r a t e  a s  a composite group. 
I t  was n o t  uncommon f o r  o t h e r  commanders t o  t r y  t o  use o u r  
gunships f o r  some reason ,  and f o r g e t  about  t h e  rest of t h e  
company. This  i s  a very b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  w e  had over  t h e r e  
a l l  t h e  t i m e .  He could g e t  Colonel  HOLLADAY a s i d e  very e a s i l y  
and have him pas s  t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  

Q Major WATKE wanted t o  g e t  a long  w i t h  h i s  s u p e r i o r
o f f i c e r s  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  a long.  Would you say  he was a t a c t -
f u l ,  d i p l o m a t i c  o f f i c e r ?  

A. He was d ip loma t i c ,  b u t  sometimes he wasn' t e x a c t l y  
t a c t f u l .  T h a t ' s  why I say  he  had a g i f t  t o  s t a n d  up t o  a su-
p e r i o r  o f f i c e r  and sometimes g e t  h i s  way w i t h  t h e  s u p e r i o r  
o f f i c e r .  I t ' s  k ind  of ha rd  t o  e x p l a i n ,  b u t  i f  he f e l t  s t r o n g l y  
enough about  something he  wouldn ' t back down. 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, he had t h e  courage o f  h i s  convic-
t i o n s ?  

A. Oh, very good. Like I s a i d  I d o n ' t  know. anybody 
t h a t  has  more of  t h i s  q u a l i t y  s t r o n g e r  t han  he d i d .  

Q Under what c o n d i t i o n s  d i d  he  c r a sh?  Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  I do r e c a l l  it very d i s t i n c t l y .  I t  was ques-
t i o n a b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  a s  t o  whether  he  was s h o t  doxn by enemy 
f i r e  o r  whether  he  had a mechanical  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
To t h i s  day r i g h t  now I ' m  n o t  convinced t h a t  he was s h o t  down; 
however, t h a t  was a  de t e rmina t ion  made by m e .  I d o n ' t  know 
whether  anybody on 'chat a i r c r a f t  i s  convinced of what r e a l l y  
happened. 
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Q - Was he decorated f o r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s  , he w a s .  

Q - What d i d  he  rece ive?  

A. Well, now w a i t  a minute, I d o n ' t  know whether he 
received an award. He was submit ted f o r  an award. H e  w a s  
submitted f o r  a S i l v e r  S t a r .  

Q- For what? What were t h e  condi t ions?  What d i d  he 
do to-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The way t h i s  a i r c r a f t  crashed, 
he go t  t rapped i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  when it was on f i r e .  There were 
o t h e r  people i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  too .  The o t h e r  gunship t h a t  w a s  
above landed immediately, and we go t  over t h e r e  i n  a remark-
ab ly  s h o r t  time from LZ Dot t i e .  

Q- You brought t h e  animals over i n  about . l 5  minut.es? 

A. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a  minute a f t e r  he crashed w e  were ' 

over there . '  Now t h e r e  may have been an animal o r  two on t h e  
a i r c l a f t  but  we went over t h e r e .  The four  crewmen t h a t  I know 
were on t h e  a i r c r a f t  and our  e n l i s t e d  corpsmen g o t  OUL t o  t r y  
t o  h e l p  g e t  t h e  r e s t  of these  guys out  of t h e  burning a i r c r a f t  
and t h i s  t h i n g  was r e a l l y  burning. I d o n ' t  mean a l i t t l e  f i r e .  ' 

I t  w a s  r e a l l y  burning. WATKE wouldn ' t  l e t  them t r y  t o  g e t  
him out  because he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they could g e t  him ou t .  He 
was tangled up i n  h i s  s e a t  s o  badly he t o l d  them t o  leave  him 
alone,  t o  go g e t  t h e  o t h e r  guys out  of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  They 
got  the  r e s t  of t h e  guys out  of t h e  a i r c r d f t  and they came t o  
g e t  him again and by t h e  statements--I  d i d n ' t  hea r  him say t h i s ,  
b u t  t h i s  i s  by t h e  s ta tements  t h a t  were made. He t o l d  them 
t o  leave  him a lone ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was going t o  explode, and 
t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e  way. They d is regarded him and f i n a l l y  jerked 
him out of the  a i r c r a f t .  I t  was t h e  consensus of opinion 
between Clyde WILSON, myself and a l s o  Colonel HOLLADAY was very 
much i n  favor  of it t o  recommend him f o r  a S i l v e r  S t a r  f o r  
d i s rega rd ing  h i s  own l i f e .  

Q. You a r e  aware the  S i l v e r  S t a r  is f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  
ac t ion?  Was t h e r e  any armed enemy or-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Evident ly t h e r e  was, because t h e  
v e r d i c t  was t h a t  h e ' d  been s h o t  down. i ' m  s u r e  it wasn ' t  a 
f r i e n d l y  person t h a t  s h o t  him down. 
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Q. I thought you s a i d  that you weren ' t  s u r e  i f  he 
was s h o t  down o r  i f  it was an  engine f a i l u r e ?  

A. I am going by t h e  de terminat ion  t h a t  w a s  made. I 
d i d n ' t  make t h e  de terminat ion .  

Q O  Who d id?  . 

A. I guess it was Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q. How d i d  he determine t h i s ?  

A. W e  pu t  our  i n f a n t r y  on t h e  ground t o  t r y  t o  de te r -  
m i n e . t o  see i f  'they could f i n d  any evidence of  any enemy fo rces  
i n  t h e  a rea .  The only t h i n g  they  could come up wi th  was 
some bunkers o r  foxholes on t h i s  h i l l  t h a t  he had flown over ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was a h i l l  immediately behind him. Before a 'de ter -
minat ion was made on what t h e  cause of t h e  acc iden t  was, Col-
one l  HOLLADAY t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people t h a t  w e r e  on t h a t  a i r -  
c r a f t .  I t h i n k  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander's name was WITKOWSKI.  
I don' t remember t h e  two e n l i s t e d  men, b u t  t h e  t h r e e  of them 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y . h a d  enemy f i r e .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  I remember, one 
of t h e  e n l i s t e d  men s a i d  he re tu rned  f i re  wi th  h i s  machine 
gun. WATKE d i d  know-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You d i d n ' t  s e t  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  
on f i r e  wi th  your own gunships d i d  you? Did you f i r e  i n t o  
i t ?  

A. No, sir. Very d i s t i n c t l y ,  no. 

Q. Do you know Captain LIVINGSTON? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. What i s  your opinion of  Captain LIVINGSTON? 

A. I th ink  he was a good o f f i c e r .  H e  was one of  the  
few commissioned o f f i c e r s  w e  had. W e  had a number of war ran t  
o f f i c e r s  and n o t  many commissioned o f f i c e r s .  H e  was a young 
inexperienced o f f i c e r ,  b u t  of good m a t e r i a l .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
he w i l l  be a f i n e  o f f i c e r .  

Q - Did he e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No. 
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Q- He never mentioned anything t o  you a t  a l l  about 
whether t he  gunships f i r e d  on roads and f i r e d  on c i v i l i a n  
bodies? People never t a lked  t o  you about t h a t ?  

(Negative response by the  witness.)  

Where were you b r i e f ed  on t h i s  opsrat ion of 16 
March, M r .  SABRE? 

A. I ' m  t r y ing  t o  remember. You see ,  we es tab l i shed  
something and I don ' t  remember whether it was p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
operation--I think it was--where we would meet i n  the  com-
pany, the  people t h a t  were f l y ing  on a mission t h a t  day. 
P r io r  t o  take o f f ,  we received a b r i e f i n g  on t h a t  day's  oper-
a t ion .  A s  I remember, it was the  f i r s t  operation.  I ' m  su re  
t h a t  w e  received a b r i e f i n g  the night  of the  15th,  but  we 
a l s o  probably had a b r i e f i n g  a t  our home base a t  Ky Ha p r i o r  
t o  take of f  on the  16th. 

Q- Did you f l y  with Major WATKE t o  Dot t ie  on the  15th 
t o  g e t  a b r i e f i n g  with Task Force BARKER? 

A. I th ink I did. 

Q. You've had a l o t  of operat ions ,  b u t  would you ju s t  
t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  what you heard? 

A. I c a n ' t  be sure  what I ' m  going t o  say. I don ' t  
want t o  confuse it with another operation.  

0- That ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  say it. 

A. Well, t h i s  p a r t  of Task Force Barker 's  A0 was a VC 
stronghold. Colonel BARKER gave us some f igures  on the  
people and the  k i l l s  t h a t  they had got  i n  t h a t  a rea  on pre- 
vious operations.  They were i n  t he  hundreds. This par t i c -  
u l a r  operation he t o l d  us a l l  about it. He t o l d  us where 
the  a r t i l l e r y  preparat ion was going t o  be f i r e d .  Then t h i s  
company was going t o  go i n  there ;  and I think,  i f  I remember 
the  operation was not  supposed t o  terminate there .  I think 
they were supposed t o  go a good dea l  f ru the r ,  bu t  I don ' t  
remember any more d e t a i l s  about t h a t .  I f  t h i s  is the  opera- 
t i o n  t h a t  I ' m  th inking about, when I learned about the a r t i l -  
l e ry  prep. It  was r e l a t i v e l y  open t e r r a i n  and they r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  have anything t o  f i r e  the  a r t i l l e r y  prep on. They 
had s ing led  out  a couple of hamlets t h a t  they were going t o  
f i r e  the  prep on and I d i d n ' t  personally s ee  why they were 
going t o  do that. .  

APP T-170 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. . 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q This  is  very important.  What do you mean "sing-
l e d  ou t  a few hamlets they were going t o  f i r e  a prep  on?" 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  it j u s t  seem-
ed t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  was some l i t t l e  v i l l a g e s  there-- the 
c l o s e s t  ones t o  t h e  LZ t h a t  they were going t o  f i r e  on wi th  ar -
t i l l e r y  be fo re  they went i n .  

Q - You're p r e t t y  s u r e  of  t h a t ?  I f e e l  con i iden t  t h a t  
you've g o t  t h e  r i g h t  opera t ion .  Do you r e c a l l  i t ' s  being 
s a i d  t h a t  they w.ere going t o  pound t h e  hamlet nea r  t h e  LZ. 
A v i l l a g e  c o n s i s t i n g  of many hamlets.  W e  f r equen t ly  c a l l  many 
hamlets,  v i l l a g e s .  But do you r e c a l l  t h e i r  say ing  t h a t  they 
w e r e  going t o  f i r e  on a hamlet? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember them saying t h e  hamlet.  I 
s a w  where it was when they gave us t h e  over lay  and w e  p u t  
the "goose eggs" on our  map of where the  a r t i l l e r y  was 
going t o  be f i r e d .  

Q - Did you rece ive  an overlay? 

A. W e  d i d n ' t  g e t  an overlay.  I copied one on our 
="aP 

Q *  W e l l ,  you copied one and you remember t h a t  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p rep  from t h e  "goose eggs" you had drawn on a ham-
l e t ?  

A Y e s ,  because I thought a t  t h e  t i m e  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
much sense t o  i t - - i n  f i r i n g  because I--I b e t t e r  n o t  say t h i s .  

Q- W e l l ,  say  it. 

A I thought  t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  they were going t o  f i r e  
on was a d e s e r t e d  hamlet,  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  anybody t h e r e .  
Tha t ' s  why I c o u l d n ' t  understand why they  were going t o  f i r e  
i n t o  t h e  hamlet o r  why they w e r e  going t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h i s  
group of hootches. 

Q *  W e  happen t o  know t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  LZ h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  where they p u t  down C Company. This  was a three-
company operatiorr which was going t o  run f o r  s e v e r a l  days. 
They landed 250 meters t o  the w e s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g ) .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep was t o  t h e  
e a s t  where t h e  LZ was? 
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A. I don ' t  remember those d e t a i l s .  

Q* Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t he re  was more than one hamlet 
t h a t  was going t o  be prepped? 

A. I ' v e  go t  t o  say no. I think there  were two, but  
I d e f i n i t e l y  c a n ' t  say t h i s  spec i f i ca l ly .  

Q *  What made you think the  hamlet was empty? Why
would you think t h a t  a  hamlet was empty? How would you have 
any knowledge about i t ' s  being empty? 

A. Well, you usual ly  see  people there ;  i f  it is no t  
empty t h e r e  would be people around there .  I thought t h a t  t he  
majori ty of t h i s  a rea  out  here  was unoccupied f o r  t he  length 
o f - t i m e we had been there .  W e  hadn' t  been i n  t he re  very long, 
bu t  a l l  of those v i l l a g e s  i n  there  have been gone through, 
bui ldings  had been damaged, and I had no idea  t h a t  many 
people even l i ved  i n  t h a t  area.  

0- Was anything s a i d  about control  of c i v i l i a n s ?  
You had no idea ,  bu t  your mission was t o  check a l l  the  people 
that ran  ou t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Right. 
Q. W e l l ,  i f  the re  is  nobody i n  t he re  doesn ' t  it seem 
l i k e  a i l l o g i c a l  mission t o  you? 

A. NO, it d idn ' t ,  u n t i l  yesterday when I was ta lk ing  
t o  t he  ClD. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  w e  were going 
t o  t r y  t o  block o f f  the  people coming out  of the  P inkvi l l e ,  
bu t  t h i s  wasn't  s p e c i f i c a l l y  the  My Lai thing. I ' m  not  con-
vinced today t h a t  t h a t ' s  the v i l l ages  t ha t 'we  were going t o  
t r y  t o  do it to .  I seem t o  remember t h a t  it was t h i s  a rea  
davn here  t h a t  w e  w e  were going t o  t r y  t o  do it to .  I seem 
t o  remember t h a t  it was t h i s  a rea  down here t h a t  we were 
going t o  t r y . t o  s t o p  them from leaving,  because the re  were 
j u s t  not  a  whole l o t  of ways out  of t h a t  v i l l age .  

8 - W e l l ,  we a r e  reasonably sure  t h a t  t h e  mission f o r  
the  Warlords on 16 March was t o  screen t o  t h e  south of My 
Lai (4 )  here  ( i nd i ca t ing ) ,  i n i t i a l l y  south of the  highway 
t o  pick up anything t h a t  would be taking of f  t o  the  south,  
pr imari ly  the  48th VC Bat ta l ion.  Does t h a t  o u t f i t  sound 
farr,iliar? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q What k ind  of impress ion  d i d  you r e c e i v e  from t h i s  
b r i e f i n g  you heard?  Did you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was going t o  
be a f i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  w e  were going t o  g e t  
i n t o  some deep s t u f f ,  because o f  t h e  p a s t  expe r i ence  t h a t  
t hey  had had. Th i s  i s  what Colonel  BARKER was t e l l i n g  us .  
W e  had been i n  t h e r e  once o r  tw ice  b e f o r e ,  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  
and we g o t  250. I n  f a c t  I t h i n k  250 o r  300 were k i l l e d  i n  
t h e r e .  

Q- Were t h e  o t h e r  commanders around t h e  a r e a  o r  was 
t h i s  s o r t  of  an in formal  t h i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  a s  I remember, it was r a t h e r  in formal .  I n  
f a c t ,  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER gave us t h e  b r i e f -
i n g ,  b u t  I t h i n k  h e  d id .  

Q- Could it have been Major CALHOUN? Do you know 
Major CALHOUL;' , t h e  S3? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I know t h e  name, .bu t  I cac't p u t  a f a c e  
w i t h  it. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  around? Company 
coimanders from r i f l e  companies? 

A. I don'  t know. 

Q How about  a Dolphin? You wou ldn ' t  have t h e  Dol-
phins  from t h e  174 th ,  would you? 

A.  You know I t h i n k  t h e r e  was p a r t  of t h e  Dolphins.  
I t h i n k  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I g o t ,  a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r  took a 
b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  Dolphin company. 

Q- Would you know t h i s  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  You know I t h i n k ,  t a l k i n g  
about  t h e  174th ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  I remember a l s o  i n  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  t h e  gunships  from t h e  174th were going 
t o  suppres s  an a r e a  o u t  t h e r e ,  t o o ,  w i t h  machineguns and 
r o c k e t  f i r e .  But I d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember what a r e a  
that  was. 

Q- That  's c o r r e c t ?  

A. That  's c o r r e c t .  
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Q - But you d o n ' t  recall what area they w e r e  going 
t o  suppress? 

A. No, I do-;$'t. 

Q - .Do you recall how many gunships would. be provided
by t h e  174th? 

A. No, b u t  my f e e l i n g  i s  it cou ldn ' t  have been t o o  
many, because w e  always had t h e  impression t h a t  t h a t  corn.pany 
d i d n ' t  keep a l a r g e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a i r c r a f t .  

Q - W e l l ,  t h a t  was t r u e .  Why d i d  you have t h a t  im-
p ress ion?  

A. Well, many t imes  w e  were--I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  how 
they  were always t r y i n g  t o  s p l i t  our  conlpany up. W e  u sua l ly  
had t o  cover missions t h a t  should have been covered by t h e  
Dolphins, o r  t h e  174th.  

Q. They were t r y i n g  t o  t ake  your guns f o r  t h a t ?  What 
d i d  you th ink  of t h e  Sharks? 

A.  I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t o o  much of them. They had been 
reprimanded a t  one time f o r  s t r a f i n g  a p lace  they  weren ' t  
suppose t o  s t r a f e .  

Q Do you remember t h e  d e t a i l s  about t h a t ?  

A. This was a rumor. I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  was a rumor t h a t  
I heard.  I had t h e  impression t h a t  they  were tr igger-happy 
gunships. 

Q Is t h i s  a . g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  among t h e  Warlord 
p i l o t s ?  

A. yes,  sir.  I th ink  s o .  

Q- ~t appeared t o  be? 

(The witness  nodded head i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

Do you have any personal  experience o r  knowledge 
of the  Sharks being t r i g g e r  happy? 

A. No. 
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Q. G e t t i n g  back t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  you a t t e n d e d ,  do 
you r e c a l l  Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, t a l k i n g  
t o  you . a s  a group? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember him. The impress ion  I have 
of Colonel  HENDERSON i s  t h a t  had he  been t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
i f  he would have s a i d  anyth ing .  H e  would have l e t  Colonel  
BARKER g i v e  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. id Colonel  HENDERSON t a l k  on your  frequency f r e -
q u e n t l y ?  

A. No, n o t  on ou r  f requency.  But we hea rd  him com-
municate i n  ou r  o p e r a t i o n s  van,  because w e  u s u a l l y  have one 
r a d i o  t uned  i n  on t h e  ground. I t  w a s n ' t  uncommon t o  h e a r  
him t a l k  on it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  h i s  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q o  What about Rawhide 6? Does t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A. Wel l ,  t h a t  was a c a l l  s i g n  ove r  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
say  t h a t  w a s  h i s .  

Q That  w a s  h i s .  Do you r e c a l l  any t r a n s n i s s i o n  
on t h e  morning of  Lhe 16 th  by Rawhide 6 o r  Coyote 6 t h a t  you 
monitored? 

A. No, I d o n ' t .  I c a n s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember any. 

Q o Do you r e c a l l  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  from Covote 6 o r-

Rawhide 6 t o  "Stop t h e  k i l l i n g s ? "  o r  "Stop t h e  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g s ? "  

A. W e l l ,  I seem t o .  I mean t h a t ' s  n o t  s t r a n g e  t o  m e .  
I t h i n k  maybe I d i d  h e a r  t h a t ;  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  which one 
it came from, which one of  t h e  two people  made t h a t  t r a n s -
miss ion .  

Q. Would t h a t  be  an unusual  t r ansmis s ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  make an excuse,  b u t  
we were p r e t t y  new i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was 
t h e  verba t im t r a n s m i s s i o n  made o r  a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  something 
l i k e ,  " L e t ' s  n o t  have any n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g s . "  I d o n ' t  know 
what it w a s .  O r  "Stop t h e  b u r n i n g s ,  " o r  something t o  slow 
down something o r  c a u t i o n  t h e  t r o o p s  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  
of p r o p e r t y  and/or people .  
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Q How about ,  "I d o n ' t  want any unnecessary k i l l i n g s " ?  

A.  That  very d e f i n i t e l y  could be what he s a i d .  That  
sounds more l o g i c a l  t o  me now. 

Q You d o n ' t  yemember whether  t h a t  would be  Rawhide 
6 o r  Coyote 6? 

A. I would s a y  it was Rawhide 6. 

Q. Could you g ive  any i d e a  of t h e  t ime you might have 
hea rd  t h i s ?  

A. No, s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  I wouldn ' t  even have remembered 
t h a t  i f  you h a d n ' t  have brought  t h a t  up. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ;  y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what was s a i d .  I s e e m  t o  remember 
t h a t  t r ansmis s ion  be ing  g iven ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know what t i m e  
o f  day it was. 

Q You're n o t  s u r e  who gave t h i s  t a l k  on t h e  15 th?  
W a s  t h i s  s o r t  of a go-go t a l k ,  o r  a ma t t e r -o f - f ac t  b r i e f i n g ,  
ox j u s t  t e c h n i c a l  d e t a i l s  on your  p a r t  i n  t h i s  miss ion? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was a go-go, " l e t ' s  charge"  type  
b r i e f i n g .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  impress ion  from it. Colonel  
BARKER w a s  q u i t e  a guy. He was by f a r  t h e  b e s t  i n f a n t r y  com-
mander w e  e v e r  worked w i t h  over  t h e r e .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  h i s  
way, ,no ,  I ' m  u s ing  t h e  wrong words. Here aga in ,  h i s  n a t u r e  
w a s  t o  g i v e  a b r i e f i n g  s h o r t  r a t h e r ,  n o t  t o  g e t  over iexc i ted  
about  it l i k e ,  "Man, w e ' r e  going t o  g e t  some VC" 
H e  would t e l l  you t h e  f a c t s :  "We've g o t t e n  l a r g e  k i l l s  i n  
t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e ,  w e  e x p e c t  l a r g e  k i l l s  a g a i n  tomorrow, 
o r  w e  expec t  enemy i n  t h e r e . "  H e  was t h e  t y p e  of  guy t o  s ay  
t h a t .  

Q a Do you recall  any th ing  about " r e a l i y  f i x i n g  once 
and for a l l "  any th ing  o r  anybody o r  any u n i t ,  about  t h i s  
be ing  a b i g  o p e r a t i o n ?  What was t h e  miss ion of Task Force 
BARKER on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. On t h i s  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n  r i g h t  he re?  

Q. On t h i s  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  
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A. No, I c a n ' t  recal l .  I cou ld  assume what it was 
and I g m  s u r e  I w a s  t o l d  t h a t  day,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember what 
I was t o l d .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  any th ing  about  t h e  48th  VC B a t t a l i o n ,  
something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t :  "We're going t o  g e t  them t h i s  
t i m e .  W e  know t h e y ' r e  i n  t h e r e  and w e  've had a l o t  of 
t r o u b l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  We're going t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e s e  guys 
and d e s t r o y  them once and f o r  a l l " ?  

A. Th i s  i s  l i k e  t h a t  r a d i o  t r a n s m i s s i o n  y o u ' r e  t a l k -
i n g  about .  I seem t o  t h i n k  I hea rd  t h a t  s a i d ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
t e l l  you, " Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what was s a i d  i n  t h a t  bunker t h e r e .  " 
But ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was what he  t o l d  u s ,  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  an  e x p r e s s i o n ,  " I f  w e  g e t  one s h o t  
from t h a t  hamle t ,  we ' r e  a r e  going t o  l e v e l  i t , "  and t h e  
chap la in  s a y i n g  something? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ?  Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  
a t  a l l  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning My L a i  ( 4 )  con-
duc ted  by anybody i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion?  Do you r e c a l l  
any t a l k  of it by t h e  ARVN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  o r  any-
one us ing  t h e  term " i n v e s t i g a t i o n "  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  what 
happened? 

A. No, I seem t o  remember WATKE making a  s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  we had done o u r  p a r t  i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ;  t h a t  w e  had 
r e p o r t e d  it t o  t h e  proper  people  and h e  d i d n ' t  want it 
t a l k e d  around l i k e  i d l e  c h a t t e r .  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  say  
i s  t h a t  it w a s  o u t  of ou r  hands.  He had gone t o  t h e  
p rope r  people  t h e  p rope r  way and he d i d n ' t  want t h i s  
t h i n g  thrown around i n  t h e  b a r s  between t h e  people .  

Q. You s a i d  h e  had r e p o r t e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Do you 
have any i d e a  of  t h e  magnitude of  what he  r e p o r t e d ?  

A. NO,  I d o n ' t ,  s ir .  

Q, Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  was done as a r e s u l t  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. N o .  

Q - Do you recall  a c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  from 
General WESTMORELAND, 128 VC k i l l e d ?  

A. H e r e  aga in ,  I s e e m  t o  remember t h a t .  I s e e m  
t o  remember t h a t  t h a t  a l s o  brought q u i t e  a r e a c t i o n  i n  o u r  
company t o  t h e  comments o f ,  "How many of those w e r e  women 
and ch i ld ren? " 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  more about the circumstan-
ces  when you heard t h i s ,  who w a s  around, and how w a s  it 
spoken? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember how w e  go t  t h e  word of t h a t .  

Q. M r .  SABRE, we r e a l l y  apprec ia te  your coming ou t  
here  from Denver, p a r t i c u l a r l y  dragging t h a t  c a s t  around. 

A. I hope I have given you something t h a t  you can 
use. 

MR WEST: You've been h e l p f u l  and we a r e  very g r a t e f u l  f o r  
your  coming. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you have anything you would l i k e  t o  add, 
o r  say? 

A. No. 


MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  


(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1809 houfs ,  16 .January  
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: STAFFA, W i l l i a m  J .  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 13  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P la toon  Leader ,  
Company A ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. INFORMATION CIRCULATING I N  THE 123d AVIATION BATTALION. 

a .  Rumors. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he w a s  n o t  f l y i n g  on 
16 March 1968 (pg.  3 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  impress ion  he 
had w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a c k  o f  communication between t h e  
a i r  and ground t r o o p s  (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  Some 40 t o  50 c i v i l i a n s  
were i n  a d i t c h  which was caught  i n  a c r o s s f i r e  and t h e  
ground t r o o p s  would n o t  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  even a f t e r  M r .  THOMPSON 
had warned them o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n s '  predicament  (pg.  4 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  unders tood t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  ground 
t r o o p s  t h a t  they  would be f i r e d  upon i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  s t o p  
t h e  s h o o t i n g  (pg.  4 )  . 

b.  S ta tements  o f  M r .  THOMPSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had hea rd  THOMPSON 
himsel f  g r i p i n g  about  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ,  b u t  hea rd  
no th ing  o f  h i s  complaining t h a t  h i s  r e p o r t  had gone 
unheeded by command (pg. 5)  . 

c. S ta tements  of  e n l i s t e d  men. 

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he had never  hea rd  any-
t h i n g  o f  t h e s e  matters from t h e  e n l i s t e d  men of  THOMPSON'S 
s e c t i o n ,  o r  from anyone (pg. 5 )  . 
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d .  Informat ion  from Major WATKE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  know whether  
o r  n o t  Major WATKE c a l l e d  a meeting o f  t h e  company 
and t o l d  them t o  s t o p  t h e  rumors s i n c e  t h e r e  was an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 6 )  . 
2 .  SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH INVOLVED PERSONNEL. 

Discuss ion  w i t h  THOMPSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had seen  THOMPSON 
a t  F o r t  Rucker and they  spoke of  t h e  e v e n t s  on ly  a s  much 
a s  were p u b l i c .  The w i t n e s s  noted  t h a t  he had t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  THOMPSON was ext remely  angry a t  t h e  ground t r o o p s  f o r  
t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  cease  f i r e  (pg. 6 )  . 

b.  Discuss ion  wi th  o t h e r s .  

The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  he had hea rd  from someone 
about  THOMPSON'S e x p l o i t s  and t h a t  he was g iven  an award 
f o r  h i s  a c t i o n s  (pg.  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  added t h a t  he had 
spoken wi th  a Capta in  STINSON (pg. 8 ) .  

3 .  INVESTIGATIONS CONCERNING THE INCIDENT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never  heard  anything 
about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  conducted (pg.  1 0 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1540 hour s ,  1 3  January  
1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  

LTG PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ 

LYNN. 


S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i tnes s  is  Capta in  W i l l i a m  J. STAFFA. 

(CPT STAFFA w a s  c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s  , w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : Capta in  STAFFA, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch 
of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. W i l l i a m  J. STAFFA, Cap ta in ,  USAR, 
s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  USARV T r a n s i e n t  Detachment, RVN. 

RCDR : Thank you. 

10:  Captain  STAFFA, be fo re  w e  proceed wi th  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s ,  I s h a l l  adv i se  you concern ing  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of de te rmin ing  t h e  f a c t s  and 
making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concern ing  two ma t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy o f  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
as t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 196 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of what happened a t  
My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t hose  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  ob ta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
I have n o t  s een  any s t a t emen t  of t es t imony which, has  been 
t aken  from you. 
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A. No, sir ,  you haven ' t .  

Q- Your testimony t h i s  a f te rnoon w i l l  be taken under 
oath.  A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  
recording  is be ing  inade i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  
which are being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  be 
c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  However, it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony, or 
a t  least p a r t s  of it, may a t  a la ter  d a t e  become a m a t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Now t h e r e  are s e v e r a l  people a t  t h e  t a b l e  he re  
bes ides  myself. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who is a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  who has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me, and a l s o  t o  provide 
l e g a l  counsel  t o  me, On my r i g h t ,  t he  f a r  r i g h t ,  is Colonel 
FRANKLIN, and on my immediate r i g h t  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel 
PATTERSON. They have been assigned by the  Of f i ce  0.f t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
A l l  of these  i n d i v i d u a l s  may address ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  
afternoon. We have o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  teams as w e l l  t h a t  
a r e  working on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  problem. I should advise 
you, however, t h a t  I have the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  
evidence and making t h e  f ind ings  and the  recommendations. 

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d iscuss  your testimony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc luding  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  the  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  a  competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. 

T o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, you b,ave n o t  been 
c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  the  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  
United S t a t e s  v. Calley.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Would you s t a t e  your duty assignment a s  of 16 
March 1968? 

A,  A s  of 16 March, s i r ,  my o f f i c i a l  duty assignment 
was a platoon l e a d e r  a t  Company A ,  123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  
I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Company B approximately t h e  t h i r d  week 
of March, and i n  t h i s  in te rmedia te  per iod ,  on the  16th of 
March, I was s o r t  of hanging back and f o r t h  between the  two 
companies t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  what my next  job would be. 
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Q How long d i d  you remain wi th  t h e  aero-scout  company, 
o r  B/123? 

A. 8 months and a week, approximately. 

Q. Since t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  has  become a mat ter  of 
pub l i c  knowledge, t h a t  was about t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September 
o r  e a r l y  October 1969, have you had any conversa t ions  with any 
people from your b a t t a l i o n  o r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion 
concerning what t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  j u s t  c a s u a l l y  mentioning we saw t h i s  i n  
t h e  paper.  W e  saw t h a t  i n  t h e  paper .  I h a v e n ' t  seen t o o  
many of them, j u s t  a couple. 

Q Who have you seen? 

A.  Sorry.  I ' v e  seen Captain Dennis STINSON, who was 
i n  Company A. H e  was a l s o  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  
o f f i c e r  , one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  ; 
and I s a w  M r .  Hugh THOMPSON a t  F o r t  Rucker. 

Q What d i d  you and THOMPSON t a l k  about? 

A.  Well, sir,  THOMPSON t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had been 
i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  case  wi th  anybody, s o  I d i d n ' t  
p r e s s  t h a t .  

Q I t a k e  it from what you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were 
n o t  f l y i n g  on t h e  16th wi th  e i t h e r  Alfa  o r  Bravo Company. 

A.  No, sir. I w a s  n o t  f l y i n g  t h a t  day. 

Q - When you d id  begin t o  f l y  wi th  Bravo Company, what 
type  of a i r c r a f t  d id  you handle? 

A. O r i g i n a l l y  H-23, s i r ,  and then  we replaced  it with 
OH-6s, and f lew gunships t o o ,  which was t h e  UH-1B. 

Q - What d i d  you hea r ,  o r  d i d  you hear  anything,  
concerning what might have t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 1 6  
March? 

A. Well, o r i g i n a l l y ,  s ir ,  I heard it a s  a--what I 
heard was a g r i p e ,  t h e  usual  l ack  of communication between 
t h e  scou t  t e a m ,  o r  whoever was up i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t h e  
people on t h e  ground. My-impression of what a c t u a l l y  went 

APP T-145 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

on was t h a t  somehow o r  ano the r ,  some c i v i l i a n s ,  o r  some 
non-mili tary anyway, go t  caught between t h e  c r o s s f i r e  of  
some k ind ,  and M r .  THOMPSON was aware o f  it and t r i e d  t o  
make t h e  pe,ople on t h e  ground aware of it, b u t  he was h igh ly  
unsuccessful  f o r  a good pe r iod  of time. And SO,  w e l l ,  I 
d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what made them s t o p ,  I heard s e v e r a l  rumors, 
b u t  they  were not--I had heard t h a t  t h e r e  was a v e i l e d  t h r e a t  
between t h e  a i r  people and t h e  ground people.  If they  d i d n ' t  
s t o p  shoot ing ,  they were going t o  g e t  f i r e d  upon, b u t  I 
don' t know where t h i s  rumor cropped up. I j u s t  remember 
hear ing  it a t  t h e  club one n i g h t ,  I th ink .  The impression 
I g o t  was t h a t  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  were loca ted  i n  a ditch o r  
a depression.  Unfortunately t h e  a x i s  of t h e  d i t c h  was 
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  l i n e  of f i r e  r a t h e r  than being 90 degrees t o  
it and t h e r e  was f i r e  going i n t o  the  d i t c h ,  and t h i s  was 
what I understood M r .  THOMPSON had o r i g i n a l l y  not iced .  

0. Had t h e r e  been informat ion  concerning k i l l i n g  of 
c i v i i i ~ l n s a  

A. Yes, sir, c h i l d r e n  i s  what t he  o r i g i n a l  s ta tement  
was, and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mr. THOMPSON a c t u a l l y  went down and 
picked up a small  c h i l d  t k a t  had been wounded. I n  f a c t ,  I 
be l i eve  he was c i t e 4  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l ,  I j u s t
hsa rd  t h a t  he had. Thare ware c i v i l i a n s ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  
t rapped i n  what appeared t o  be a c r o s s f i r e .  

Q* Bid you have any i d e a  of t h e  o r d e r  of magnitude of 
the  number of women and c h i l d r e n  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  were 
k i l l e d ?  

A. W~ll.,wir, I understood it was--I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  
it was as g r e a t  as apparent ly  i t  seems t o  have been, what is 
a l l eged  anyway. I d i d n l t  t h i n k  i t  was t h a t  s e r i o u s .  I 
understood t h a t  t h e r e  were some c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  o r d e r  of 
I ' d  say 40 o r  5 Q ,  from my impression,  t h a t  had taken refuge  
i n  this d i t c h ,  and unfor tuna te ly  they were n o t  q u i t e  hidden,  
covered. 

8 

Q. Were you aware 09 any r e p o r t  t h a t  THOMPSON may have 
made t o  anybody? 

A. No, s i x ,  but I wouldnl t have been,  a s  I wasn 't i n  
the akaba' of cornand a t  the t h e .  Captain LLOYD was h i s  
s e c t i o n  l eader  a t  tkat  p a r t i c u l a r  time. 

c":
* 


Q@ 
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A. I j u s t  heard him, I ' d  s a y ,  g r i p i n g  about it l a t e r  
on 

Q- Who was he g r i p i n g  t o ?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  a g e n e r a l  b u l l  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  p i l o t s  i n  
t h e  company. 

Q- Y e s ,  and what was he  g r i p i n g  about? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  g r i p i n g  was t h a t  he  had seen  people f i r e d  
upon, and a f t e r  s e v e r a l  r a d i o  c a l l s  he  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  them t o  
s top .  That was mainly what he was g r i p i n g  about.  

a .  Was he ,  do you . r e c a l l ,  and I recognize t h a t  I ' m  
a s k i ~ gyou t o  go back around 20  months o r  s s  t c  c?ig o u t  f ac t s  
and f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  back of your head, b u t  was he  g r i p i n g  
because he had repor ted  t h i s  t h i n g  and nothing was being done 
about i t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I wouldn't  know. H i s  i n i t i a l  
g r i p e  was a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t r o o p s ,  t h a t  they  d i d  not  
respond when he had made it p l a i n  t h a t  h e  had been i n  c o n t a c t  
with them, and he had g o t t e n  a  r e p l y  from them and they had 
no t  q u i t  f i r i n g .  

Q m  
 How w e l l  known was t h i s  throughout t h e  company? 

A. What, s i r ?  The i n c i d e n t  or--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  The i n c i d e n t ,  yes .  

A. W e l l  I ' m  su re  t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h e  company knew, 
b u t  t h e r e  was never r e a l l y  a whole l o t  o f  d i scuss ion  about 
it. 

Q. W a s  t h e r e  any t a l k  about it among t h e  e n l i s t e d  
personnel?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t h a t  I know o f .  Like I s a i d ,  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I wouldn't  have had any c o n t a c t  wi th  them. 
However, I took t h a t  s e c t i o n  a  week la ter  and I never heard 
a mention of it from any e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e r  from anyone. 
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Q Did you ever  hear  t h e  company commander, Major 
WATKE, assemble t h e  u n i t  i n  t h e  mess h a l l  o r  i n  some appro-
p r i a t e  p l a c e  and t e l l  them t o  s t o p  passing a l l  t h e s e  rumors 
around, t h a t  t h i s  mat ter  was going t o  be proper ly  i n v e s t i -
gated and t h e s e  rumors would do no good? 

A .  No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t .  Immediately a f t e r  I took a 
s e c t i o n  I flew f o r  about a week and I went down t o  Vung Tau 
f o r  about a week f o r  t r a n s i t i o n ,  s o  it could have happened 
while  I was gone. I never heard of it but  i f  I d i d ,  I 
d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q. Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under 
way wi th in  t h e  Americal Divis ion  o r  any element of t h e  Americal 
Divis ion? 

A. No, s i r .  I was no t .  

Q. I wish you'd th ink  a l i t t l e  b i t  more on your
discuss ion  wi th  THOMPSON and f i n d  ou t  what he s a i d  and what 
he was r e a l l y  i r r i t a t e d  about.  

A.  Well, s i r ,  my impression was, and it s t i l l  is-- CX 
because l i k e  I s a i d ,  t h e  only t ime I saw M r .  THOMPSON, I + 
asked him i f  it had t o  do with t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  he c a l l e d  m e  about it. I was a t  F o r t  Benning, 
it must have been somewhere around J u l y  o r  August, and he a3 
wanted t o  know t h a t  name of h i s  crew chief  on a c e r t a i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  day, which w a s  a k ind  of hard t h i n g  f o r  me t o  
f i g u r e  ou t .  Af ter  about an hour of d e s c r i p t i o n  and s t u f f  
I thought of t h e  guy" name. But he s t i l l  wouldn ' t  t e l l  
me why he wanted t o  know. I t  d i d n ' t  t ake  much f o r  m e  t o  
f i g u r e  it o u t ,  but  I saw him a t  F o r t  Rucker and he--I j u s t  
asked him i f  h e E dbeen up he re ,  and he s a i d  yes and t h a t  he 
wasn ' t  gcing t o  t a l k  about it, o t h e r  than what was cornson 
knowledge. My impression s t i l l ,  from what he s a i d  from t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  I ever  heard of i t ,  was t h a t  t h e  wors t ,  t h e  maddest 
he was around me w a s  t h a t  he had made known t o  t h e s e  people 
what was going on and they  had n o t  done anything about it. 

Q. W e l l ,  he  t o l d  you about these  people i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
ev ident ly3  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  ,What about a conf ron ta t ion  t h a t  he had wi th  some 
Americans? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I heard.  Now he  d i d n ' t  t e l l ,  I d o n ' t  
know i f  he t o l d  m e  this o r  someone e l s e  d i d ,  b u t  I under-
s tood it t h a t  he c a l l e d  t h e s e  people and, I d o n ' t  know how 
many t i m e s ,  t o l d  them t h a t  they  were f i r i n g  upon f r i e n d l i e s  
and t h a t  they  should cease f i r e  and g e t  this t h i n g  s t r a i g h t e n e d  
o u t .  They r e p l i e d  w i t h  some nega t ive  t ransmiss ion .  Anyway, 
it d i d n ' t  cease and then  f i n a l l y  he ,  I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  
how he g o t  them t o .  I understood o r  I heard a  rumor, t h a t  
he had t o l d  them t h a t  he was going t o  f i r e  upon them i f  they  
d i d n ' t  s t o p  shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  
i f  t h e r e ' s  any substance t o  t h a t .  That was t h e  impression 
I had. F i n a l l y  he landed and picked up t h e  c h i l d  and evacuated 
t h i s  c h i l d .  I understand he  w a s  under f i r e  a t  the t i m e ,  b u t  
I d i d n ' t  w r i t e  t h e  c i t a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  read  t h e  eyewitness 
r e p o r t .  So I d o n ' t  know. 

0 Who would have prepared t h e . c i t a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  Major SABRE, Captain GIBBS, Captain MOE, 
poss ib ly  Captain FLYNN, Major WATKE. L ieutenant  LLOYD would 
be t h e  nex t  one down t h e  l i n e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he d i d  it. 

Q Did THOMPSON j o i n  your u n i t  subsequent ly? What 
u n i t  d i d  you command i n  the--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was t h e  s c o u t  s e c t i o n  commander, 
which i s  an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  weird TO&E. This p a r t i c u l a r  
company c o n s i s t s  of an i n f a n t r y  p la toon  and a weapons p la toon ,  
which i s  a l l  h e l i c o p t e r s .  This s e c t i o n  was about t h e  same 
s i z e  as a p la toon i n  a normal a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r  company. 
It c a l l e d  f o r ,  I b e l i e v e  it c a l l e d  f o r  a l i e u t e n a n t .  They 
had made t h e  company o u t  of resources  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I t  
w a s  a messed-up s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. You w e r e  a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: How long a f t e r  March 1968 d i d  you remain wi th  
t h e  aero-scouts? 

A. I r o t a t e d  on 24 November. 

MR MACCRATE : I have nothing f u r t h e r .  

LTC PATTERSON: You mentioned the a s s i s t a n t  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o .  
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A. Yes, s i r ;  Captain STINSON. 

I0 : Could you s p e l l  h i s  name, p lease?  

A. S-T-2-N-S-0-N, h i s  name i s  Dennis L. H e ' s  a 
s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Alabama. 

Q Would you t e l l  us  t h e  subs tance  of your d i scuss ion  
w i t h  him? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you. My d i scuss ion  wi th  him 
was simply what we've been reading  i n  t h e  papers.  W e l l  we 
t a l k  t o  each o t h e r  cn  t h e  phone occas ional ly .  He's a rea l  
good f r i e n d  and t h e  conversa t ion  ran  l i k e ,  "Did you read  
this i n  t h e  paper?" But a t  t h e  t ime,  he was a p la toon l e a d e r  
i n  A Company of t h e  123d. I d o n ' t  th ink  he would have had 
much con tac t  with t h i s  pa r t i cu la r - -

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he knew any-
th ing  about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. NO^ s ir .  

Q Do you know who was a s s i s t a n t  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  a t  
the  t ime? 

A. Possibly Major TENNANT , s i r ,  T-E-N-N-A-N-T. He 's 
a r o t a r y  wing s a f e t y  o f f i c e s  a t  F o r t  Rucker, I b e l i e v e ,  one 
of t h e  r o t a r y  wing s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s ,  Department of T a c t i c s ,  
I b e l i e v e .  I have a l i s t  of everybody I could th ink  of t h a t  
had anything t o  do wi th  t h e  company a t  t h a t  time. I d o n ' t  
know i f  I have any names you dontt have o r  no t .  

Q. Well, I ' m  s u r e  Colonel PATTERSON would l i k e  t o  s i t  
down w i t h  you and go' over  t h i s  l i s t .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you know who f lew on t h e  af te rnoon of 16 
March? 

A. S i r ,  t h e r e ' s  only s e v e r a l ,  people t h a t  could have 
flown. I don? know i f  t h e r e  was a s l i c k  was f l y i n g ,  but--

Q . ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  The LOH? 

A. Oh, t h e  LOH, s i r ?  

8 
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A. That ' d  be M r .  THOMPSON, f l y i n g  an H-23 a t  t h e  time. 

I Q- On t h e  a f t e r r3on?  

A. Oh, t h e  af te rnoon,  sir.  No, s i r ,  I c0u1dn'~tt e l l  
you. The only  o t h e r  scou t  p i l o t s  were Captain LLOYD and M r .  
GAULTIER, and Mr. KELLENBENZ . 
Q Did you a l l  l i v e  together , '  a l l  of t h e  s c o u t  p i l o t s ?  

A. No, sir. A l l  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t s  l i v e d  i n  one hootch, 
and warrant  o f f i c e r s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  next  t h r e e  o r  four  hootches.  
The platoon o r  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r s  were a l l  i n  one hootch. 

Q- And d i d  you and Captain LLOYD t a l k  about t h i s  th ing?  

A. No, sir. 

I0 : Do you remember a t ime when M r .  THOMPSON cl ipped a 
t r e e  w i t h  h i s  r o t o r  b lades?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t ,  because we've a l l  c l ipped  t r e e s  
with r o t o r  b lades .  I d o n ' t  know of any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Well I understand t h a t  it was r a t h e r  unusual f o r  
anybody t o  c l i p  a t r e e ,  and t h i s  knocked o f f  t h e  a i r  cap on 
t h e  end of h i s  r o t o r  b lade  and he was a b l e  t o  f l y  i t  o u t  
and g e t  i t  back t o  Chu La i ,  and it caused a c e r t a i n  amount 
of r a i l l e r y  w i t h i n  t h e  company. 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I knocked the cap o f f  a r o t o r  b lade  
once and I d o n ' t  know i f  M r .  THOMPSON t o l d  you t h a t  o r  some-
one e l s e  d id .  But I d id  and I g o t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of r a i l l e r y  
from Colonel HOLLADAY who happened t o  be t h e r e  a t  t h e  time. 

Q. Yes.  

A. I had hovered down i n t o  a  yard and t h e r e  was no 
way ou t  except  s t r a i g h t  up, and an H - 2 3  w i th  t h r e e  people 
i n  i t  and two machine guns d i d n ' t  go up too  f a s t .  A fe l low 
ran o u t  t h e  f r o n t  of a hootch with an AK-47 and t h e r e  was 
about a 20 f o o t  wide gap i n  t h e  t r e e s .  I t r i e d  t o  go under 
them. I made it ou t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  t r e e .  However, it d i d n ' t  
h u r t  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  maintenance o f f i c e r  screwed it back 
on i n  about 5 minutes.  
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Q- I t  w a s  a common p r a c t i c e  t h a t  anybody who d i d  

such a  t h i n g  g o t  hurrahed a l i t t l e  b i t ,  huh? 


A. Oh, yes ,  sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be t o o  

unusual. W e  had a few of those  kind of i n c i d e n t s .  


Q. Can you t h i n k  of anything e l s e  t h a t  might have 

t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  company t h a t  would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  

us  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  


A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so.  Within about 3 

months of  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was l a r g e  turnover  i n  t h e  company as 

f a r  as p i l o t s  went and I assu red ly  never would have heard 

anything about it a f t e r  t h a t ,  I be l i eve .  


0 .  You had no information concerning any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

being conducted? 


A. No, sir. A s  I s a i d ,  about a' week la ter  I took t h i s  

s e c t i o n  from Captain LLOYD and nobody ever--to my knowledge, 

. I  d o n ' t  remember i f  they d id .  I t h i n k  I would remember it. . . 

Nobody ever  came and asked m e  anything about it. 

Q. Before we r e c e s s  t h e  hear ing ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  you 

t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  put  t h i s  t o g e t h e r  and we in tend  t o  

p u t  it toge the r .  So what information w e  might have imparted 

t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon,  i f  t h i s  r e f r e s h e s  your memory i n  any 

way i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  we'd l i k e  you t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  

o f f i c e  s o  w e  can have t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -  

mation. Also, i f  you know of any documents, any maps, photos,  

a e r i a l  photos,  o r  o therwise  which might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  

us ,  we'd l i k e  t o  have those .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  do you have any 

ques t ions?  


A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  make any s ta tement  of any v a r i e t y ?  

A. No, sir, o t h e r  than  I can f u r n i s h  t h e  co lone l  a 

l ist  of people. -No problem a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t  I have it i n  my 

pocket. 


10: Fine.  This  hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1605 hours,  1 3  January 

1970.) 
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WITNESS: THOMPSON, Hugh' C., Jr., CW2 


DATES OF TESTIMONY: 3-5, 22 December 1969 


PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 


WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 


COUNSEL: Kenneth JOHNSON, CPT, JAGC, appointed military 

counsel, stationed at Headquarters Military District of 

Washington. 


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Helicopter pilot, 

B Company, 123d Aviation Battalion (aero-scout). 


1. PRIOR TRAINING IN RULES OF LAND WARFARE. 


Upon arrival in the country, he received some cards 

and was told to read them (pg. 40). He believed Exhibits 

M-2 and M-3 to be the cards that he was given (pg. 41). 


2. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 


He was briefed on the evening of 15 March 1968, and 
told that the area of the operation would be around My Lai. 
They were going to be a blocking force and a screening 
element to the south (pg. 5). 
3. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 


--\. 
a. Arrival in the ar&a and initial events. 


On 16 March 1968, he left straight from Chu Lai 

for the area, using a pattern to avoid the artillery fire. 

His arrival was at the same time as the infantry, who were 

put into the west of My Lai (4) (pgs. 5,33). Gunships 

escorting the "slicks" were observed "shooting it up pretty 

good" (pg. 34). A Viet Cong was seen departing the area 

with a weapon, and COLBURN opened fire but missed, he 

believed as the VC went into a tree line while heading 

towards Hill 85 (pgs. 5,6,29,30,33,54,88,94). Some 40 
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mor t a r  rounds  were t h e n  s p o t t e d  on H i l l  85 ,  and a s m a l l  
i n f a n t r y  u n i t  w a s  c a l l e d  i n  t o  d e s t r o y  them ( p g s .  6 ,  5 5 ) .  
H e  t h e n  s p e n t  some t i m e  f l y i n g  r econ  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( p g s .  1 4 ,  
34,  89 )  and r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e  f o r  f u e l ,  a s  he  o n l y  had 
enough f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  two h o u r s  f l y i n g  t i m e  ( p g s .  34,  95)  . 
H e  a l s o ,  a t  some t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  morning,  f i r e d  i n  f r o n t  
o f  two f l e e i n g  p e o p l e  a s  r e q u e s t e d  by r a d i o ,  and s t o p p e d  
them f o r  e i t h e r  C o l o n e l  HENDERSON o r  L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  
BARKER (pg. 102 )  . 

b .  O b s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  wounded i n  t h e  r o a d  and C a p t a i n  
MEDINA.  

A t  app rox ima te ly  0915 h o u r s ,  w h i l e  working t o  
t h e  s o u t h  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , h e  s p o t t e d  f i v e  wounded Vietnamese 
and h e  a sked  h i s  gunsh ip  t o  g e t  some h e l p  f o r  them (pg .  6 ) .  
P o s s i b l y  t h e  gunsh ip  p a s s e d  a l o n g  a d i f f e r e n t  message (pg .  8 7 ) .  
H e  hovered  u n t i l  t h e  peop le  g o t  c l o s e  t o  where t h e y  had 
popped smoke, and saw one p e r s o n  nudge a  wounded woman, s t e p  
back ,  and s h o o t  h e r  (pgs .  7 ,  1 4 )  . The h e l i c o p t e r  was abou t  
15  f e e t  i n  t h e  a i r  (pg.  9 7 ) ,  and h e  c o u l d  see subdued 
c a p t a i n ' s  b a r s  on t h e  h e l m e t  of t h e  p e r s o n  who f i r e d  (pg.  2 8 ) .  
He saw t h e  c a p t a i n  l a t e r ,  a t  LZ D o t t i e  b u t  d i d  n o t  know h i s  
name and does  n o t  know whether  he  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  him now 
o r  n o t  (pg.  2 8 ) .  H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  wounded, where he  
had popped smoke and t h e y  were t h e n  dead a l s o  (pg .  15)  . H e  
d i d  n o t  see web g e a r  or weapons n e a r  t h e s e  p e o p l e  (pg .  8 7 ) .  
(See  a l s o  pages  1 7 ,  29,  34 ,  35 ,  45,  52,  56 ,  67,-69,  84,  8 6 ) .  

c .  O b s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  b o d i e s  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  
t a l k  w i t h  t h e  s e r g e a n t  who p o i n t e d  h i s  weapon a t  t h e  d i t c h .  

H e  t h e n  s t a r t e d  t o  r econ  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and w h i l e  f l y i n g  o v e r  a d i t c h ,  t h e  c r e w  c h i e f  re-
p o r t e d  s e e i n g  a "bunch of  b o d i e s "  i n  t h e  d i t c h  (pg.  7)  . I t  
was a b o u t  0930 h o u r s  (pg  34) . The d i t c h  w a s  50-100 meters 
s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg .  9 ) ,  w i t h  trees c o v e r i n g  b o t h  
ends ,  and a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  (pg .  10 )  . H e  l anded  and t o l d  
a " c o l o r e d  s e r g e a n t "  t h a t  t h e r e  were wounded i n  t h a t  d i t c h  
and a sked  i f  t h e  s e r g e a n t  c o u l d  h e l p .  The s e r g e a n t  r e p l i e d  
t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way t h a t  h e  c o u l d  h e l p  them was t o  k i l l  them 
(pg.  1 0 ) .  THOMPSON t h o u g h t  h e  was j o k i n g .  A s  h e  l e f t  i n  
h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  one o f  h i s  crew members, e i t h e r  COLBURN o r  
ANDREOTTA, r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t  was s h o o t i n g  i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h .  A s  h e  t u r n e d ,  h e  c o u l d  see t h e  s e r g e a n t  p o i n t i n g  
h i s  weapon towards  t h e  d i t c h  (pg .  1 0 ) .  The s e r g e a n t  was t h e  
o n l y  one s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  (pg .  2 0 ) .  (See  a l s o  pages  17-20, 22,  
27,  46,  57 ,  5 9 ,  6 1 ,  6 2 ) .  A l a t e r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  d i t c h  a t  a b o u t  
1045 h o u r s ,  t o  r e s c u e  some of  t h e  p e o p l e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were some wounded s t i l l  i n  t h e  d i t c h  (pg.  1 5 )  . A boy was 
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t a k e n  from t h e  d i t c h  and c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang 
Ngai (pg.  1 5 , 3 5 , 4 5 , 9 4 ) .  

d .  The peop le  i n  t h e  bunker  and t h e  t a l k  w i t h  CALLEY. 

H e  con t inued  f l y i n g  r econ  o v e r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and 
saw a bunke r ,  and a crew member t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  were 
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  bunker  and t h a t  t h e  Americans were 
approaching  it (pg.  1 0 ) .  H e  l anded  i n  a f i e l d  shaped l i k e  a 
ho r seshoe ,  g o t  o u t ,  and t a l k e d  w i t h  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  t e l l i n g  
him t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  noncombatants i n  t h e  bunker  and a s k i n g  
i f  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  cou ld  g e t  them o u t  (pg.  11). The l i e u t e n a n t  
r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way t o  do t h a t  was "wi th  a g renade"  
and s o  THOMPSON, w h i l e  hav ing  h i s  men cove r  him, walked 
toward t h e  bunker  and motioned f o r  M r .  MLLLIANS, who was h i s  
low gun c o v e r ,  and asked  him t o  come i n  and e v a c u a t e  t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s .  MILLIANS landed  o u t s i d e  t h e  horseshoe-shaped 
a r e a  and i n  two t r i p s  evacua ted  t h e  peop le  t o  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Hoa My (pg.  11). A t  no t i m e ,  d i d  CALLEY t h r e a t e n  him w i t h  
a weapon (pg.  5 2 ) .  (See a l s o  pages  1 2 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  28,  34, 45, 
51,  60-62, 70,  77-79, 81 ,  82 ,  8 5 ) .  

e .  F u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  area. 

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  area o f  t h e  bunker  and t a k i n g  t h e  
wounded boy from t h e  d i t c h  t o  Quang Ngai ,  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  
LZ D o t t i e  a t  a b o u t  1200 hour s  (pg .  3 4 ) .  The a f t e r n o o n  was 
s p e n t  w i t h  more r econs  i n  t h e  a r e a  and i n  t h e  area s o u t h  o f  
H i l l  85. The n e x t  day w a s  a l s o  s p e n t  on r e c o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
(pg.  1 6 ) .  

4 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

a .  I n c i d e n t  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  Major WATKE. 

Upon h i s  r e t u r n  from c a r r y i n g  t h e  wounded boy t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  h e  r e p o r t e d  t o  WATKE, h i s  commanding o f f i c e r  
(pg .  1 5 ) .  T h i s  was a t  a b o u t  1200 h o u r s  on 16 March 1968 
(pg. 3 8 ) .  THOMPSON d i d  n o t  remember h i s  e x a c t  words (pg.381, 
b u t  f e l t  t h a t  he  r e p o r t e d  t h e  d i t c h  c o n t a i n i n g  more t h a n  
50 t o  100 b o d i e s  (pg.  39) , and t h o u g h t  t h a h e  t o l d  WATKE 
of  a l l  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  he obse rved  (pg. 7 5 ) .  WATKE 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  would check i n t o  i t  (pg. 1 5 )  and seemed 
t o  be  concerned  (pg.  7 4 ) .  The meet ing  took  p l a c e  e i t h e r  
i n  t h e  u n i t ' s  r a d i o  van (pg.  72) o r  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  i t  
(pg. 7 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  c l e a r l y  remember who else w a s  
p r e s e n t  (pg. 7 5 ) .  P o s s i b l y  it WasANDREOTTA and COLBURN 
(pg.  7 5 ) ,  o r  pe rhaps  it was some o f  t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  ( ~ g . 7 5 ) ~

_,' 
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b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember who (pg. 77) , nor  d i d  he t h i n k  
t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t  he would r e p o r t  it even i f  it c o s t  him 
h i s  wings (pgs .  72,77) . 

b.  Discuss ion  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

THOMPSON s t a t e d  t h a t  on 17 March 1968, he was t o l d  
by WATKE t h a t  " t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted t o  see me" (pg. 1 6 ) .  Major 
WILSON may have been t h e  one who t o l d  him t o  r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  c o l o n e l  (pg. 9 3 ) .  He does n o t  know t h e  name of t h e  
c o l o n e l ,  b u t  he b e l i e v e d  it was a " f u l l  c o l o n e l "  (pgs .  16 ,  
3 7 ) .  When he was shown t h e  photographs of f i v e  o f f i c e r s  
(which were E x h i b i t s  P-49 t h r u  P-53) , he was unable  t o  
i d e n t i f y  HENDERSON'S p i c t u r e  (pgs.  4 1 ,  4 2 ) )  which was one 
of t h e  photos (pg. 4 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  t a l k  t o  Genera l  YOUNG,  
o r  t o  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER (pg. 1 6 ) .  He spoke wi th  
t h e  c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  command p o s t  a t  LZ D o t t i e  (pg. 161,  and 
t h e  conversa t ion  took about  20 t o  30 minutes (pgs .  1 6 ,  19 ,  
9 2 ) .  The c o l o n e l  took n o t e s  on what he s a i d  (pgs .  17 ,  9 3 ) .  
He was n o t  p laced  under o a t h  and no one e l s e  was p r e s e n t  
(pg. 17)  . THOMPSON t o l d  t h e  c o l o n e l  about  s e e i n g  a c a p t a i n  
shoo t  t h e  Vietnamese g i r l ,  about  t h e  bod ies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
and t h e  s e r g e a n t ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  about  l and ing  and t a l k i n g  
wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  a l though he d i d  n o t  g i v e  h i s  e x a c t  
words wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and about  t h e  o t h e r  wounded 
peop le .  (pgs .  17,18,45-47,92).  He a l s o  mentioned how he 
evacuated  t h e  people  from t h e  bunker (pg. 1 8 ) .  THOMPSON 
f e l t  t h a t  h i s  crew c n i e f  w a s  w a i t i n q  o u t s i d e  ( qs .17 ,37)  
b u t  he was n o t  s u r e  i f  it was COLLIURN o r  ANDREOBTA (pgs .  37, 90, 
93) . I t  could  be  have been ?Ir. CULVERHOUSE (pgs .  9 0 ,  91) . 
A f t e r  he was f i n i s h e d ,  t h e  c o l o n e l  c a l l e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  person 
(pg. 3 7 ) ,  and THOMPSON walked back a lone  (pg.  9 3 ) .  Th i s  was 
t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  THOMPSON was in te rv iewed  about  t h e  m a t t e r  
u n t i l  he spoke wi th  t h e  I G  i n  Washington (pg. 40) . 

is cuss ion of t h e  i n c i d e n t  wi th  o t h e r  pe r sonne l .  

The w i t n e s s  spoke i n  d e t a i l  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  
Capta in  CRESWGLL a t  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c l u b  a , f e w  days a f t e r  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  39, 97, 9 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  wi th  anyone 
e l s e  (pgs. 39, 9 8 ) ,  o t h e r  t h a n  perhaps some p i l o t s  (pg. 391, 
o r '  i n  t h e  hootches (pg. 98) . 

(THOMPSON) 4 SUM APP T-3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


5. OTHER INFORMATION. 


a. THOMPSON stated that he saw the village was 

burning (pgs. 10, 20) while he flew over it, and that it 

was burning when he arrived on the scene, which he felt was 

from the artillery prep (pg. 30). 


b. He stated that after he put smoke on the wounded 

individuals on the road, the gunships did not go in and 
' 
fire on them (pg. 37). 


c. THOMPSON explained how the radio communications 

operated between his ship, the low gunship, the high 

gunship, and the ground andrelated this to incidents 

that took place (pgs. 78-81, 83, 84, 87). 


d. In the discussion of the tape recording made in 
the Task Force Barker TOC, and later transcribed (Exhibit 
M-20), THOMPSON stated that he did not think that the 
wounded along the road were combatants, although the 
transmission from BARKER to MEDINA indicated that there 
was web equipment in the area (pg. 87). He felt that the 
statement, "dinks...that we got," referred to the fleeing 
Viet Cong who was fired at earlier (pg. 88), or else 
that it was a broken transmission (pg. 89). The tape also 
mentions popping smoke at 0915 hours, when THOMPSON could 
have been refueling (pg. 95) , but he stated that he could 
have refueled earlier (pg. 96) . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUWER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES, 

7 ; W i t  was g l v e n  a I 
M- 2 MACV Card "Nine Rules"  copy i n  RVN and 

t o l d  t o  r e a a  ~ t .  

40 

MACV Card "Enemy i n  Your Wit was g l v e n  a 


M- 3 Hands I' copy i n  RVN and 

t o l d  t o  r e a d  i t .  


1 41 
T r a n s c r i p t  of  TF Barker  Tape hdd been 

tawe hea rd  p r e v i o u s l y .  86 


Shows l o c a t i o n  o f  

I THOMPSON~Ss k e t c h  1 peop le  on r o a d .  1 2 4  


I Used i n  I 

P-1 A e r i a l  Photo d e s c r i p t i o n .  21 


He i d e n t i f i e d  and

I Copy o f  A e r i a l  Photo I marked: 


1-Tree l i n e t o  whic 
VC r a n  t o .  

54 

2-Bodies l y i n g  i n  
road .  

p 
 56 

3-Location o f  
CPT MEDINA* 

57 

4-Bodies i n  d i t c h ,  58 

1 5-Wher,e h e l i c o p t e t  
1 I l anded  n e a r  I 
I I bunker .  1 59 ,61  

6-Bunker w i t h  
Vietnamese. 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUNBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES', -.I 

9-Wounded woman 66 

in road.. 


Miscellaneous Scenes Identified P-32 
sas a picture of 
a woman lyinq on . 

the south side of 
Highway 521. 

64,65, 
67 

P-45 

P-46 

Oblique photo 

Oblique photo 

Not recognized. 1 
1 

Located tree line. 

57 

58 

thru 

P-53 Photos of five officers 
1 
MAP-1 I Wall Map stration. 

MAP-2 1 Picto Map Marked : 

1-Wounded girl. 23 


2-Wounded people 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: THOMPSON, Hugh C . ,  J r . ,  CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 Janua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Vietnam 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: H e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
B Company, 123d A v i a t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  ( a e r o - s c o u t ) .  

The w i t n e s s  i d e n t i f i e d  v a r i o u s  a i r c r a f t  from photographs  
(see E x h i b i t  l i s t ,  i n f r a )  and s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  1330 h o u r s ,  
16 March 1968,  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  b l a d e  h i t  a tree (pg.  1 0 8 ) .  
H e  l anded  t o  t h e  eas t  o f  t h e  highway t o  check it  and spoke 
w i t h  e i t h e r  Cap ta in  MEDINA, o r  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY (pgs .  110 ,  
111). H e  s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  l o g  e n t r y  f o r  1535 hour s  was o f  
a n o t h e r  H-123 (pg .  1 0 9 ) .  
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NUi.lJ:E K --D C S C R I F T I O N  	 .NOTES _-----.-	 -

Task Force Barker  l o g  	 W i t  s t a t e d  he re-. 
witU~~~e-nttio_n_.of__an_.c_a_L.._s__h_%tting-a ..---__ 

a i r c r a f t  i n c i d e n t .  	 t r e e ,  b u t  no s e r i m  
damaee invo lved .  
when- he landed he 

-.-.--- --	 _ s_poke..-w_iLh-e_ith_e_r_-a -F

Captain o r  a 
L i e u t e n a n t ._-_-
t h e r e  was a n o t h e rI

H-123.- -_______.  

Annotated a e r i a l  photo  

Chu L a i ,  4 J an  70) 	 I 

-Pnoto of  - a i r c r a f t--
1 	 - - - --

P-29 Photo o f  -- a i r c r a f t  --p o s s i b l y  a R a t t l e r  1 

I s h i p f r o m  71ZF-----1 


- - s via ti on Co. 4105
m-ideiitifie-m.r -

P-26 Photo o f  a i r c r a f t  R a t t l e  s h i p s  from 
- . _- I	-._.c1rc1es a n i-~03s-1%1R a t t l e r  heads.  _ __ 	 .. -

I 

P-27 j p h o t o  o f- a i r c r a f t  
 1 Not i d e n t i f i e d .- .-. -- .- ( -.-106. . .. .- .

~ a t t l e r x i p  

P-65 Photo o f  a i r c r a f t_- . ._ c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d-_
-

I 	 ( a s  behind a Delphi* 

-	 cause  of t a i l  bandl 
_--..--I_-

and "Minuteman." It 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: THOMPSON, Hugh C. 1LT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 10 February 19 70 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNIvlENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: 
B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  

H e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  
( a e r o - s c o u t ) .  

1. DISCUSSIONS OF THE INCIDENT WITH OTHER PEOPLE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My ~ a i  
wi th  Warrant O f f i c e r s  MILLIANS, CULVERHOUSE and BROWN b u t  d i d  
n o t  remember whether it was back a t  t h e  hootch o r  whether it 
was o u t  on t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e  (pg. 1 1 5 ) .  H e  knew they  t a l k e d  
somewhere abou t  i t  and f e l t  t h a t  BROWN mentioned t h a t  he  a l s o  
d i s a g r e e d  wi th  what happened (pg. 1 1 5 ) .  

2. DISCUSSION WITH MAJOR WATKE. 

a .  F a c t s  which he  r e p o r t e d .  

The w i t n e s s  t a l k e d  t o  WATKE f o r  15 t o  20 minutes 
(pg. 1 2 4 ) .  H e  had r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  b r i n g i n g  
t h e  boy t o  Quang ~ g a i  H o s p i t a l  (pg. 1 2 3 ) .  H e  d i d n o t  r e c a l l  
i f  he  r e f u e l e d  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  WATKE and d i d  
n o t  remember i f  h e  a t e  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  s e e i n g  him (pg. 1 2 4 ) .  
H e  s t a t e d  it would have been d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him t o  e a t  h i s  
lunch and t o  b e  back i n  t h e  a i r  i n  o r d e r  t o  have h i s  a i r c r a f t  
a c c i d e n t  by 1330 hours  (pg. 1 2 4 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t  they  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and h e  p o s s i b l y  
saw Major WATKE a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg. 1 2 5 ) .  I n  any e v e n t ,  when 
he d i d  see him he s t a t e d  t h a t  he  t o l d  him "every th ing  and 
p o s s i b l y  more a t  t h a t  t i m e "  (pg. 1 1 3 ) .  H e  though t  he  t o l d  
WATKE abou t  t h e  d i t c h ,  about  a s k i n g  t h e  c o l o r e d  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  
h e l p  t h e  peop le  i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  abou t  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
near  t h e  bunker s i t e ,  and abou t  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  noncombatants 

(THOMPSON) 1 SUM APP T-3B 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t h a t  were k i l l e d  (pg.  1 1 4 ) .  H e  t hough t  h e  gave  t h e  
f i g u r e  100 t o  125 t o  Major WATKE b u t  does  n o t  know f o r  s u r e  
(pg.  1 1 5 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  had no h e s i t a t i o n  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  

major  (pg .  115)  . H e  was n o t  s u r e  i f  t h e  words "murder" o r  
"unnecessary  k i l l i n g "  were used  (pg .  1 1 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  on t h e  ground w a s  o n l y  
p a r t  o f  what h e  t o l d  WATKE. H e  s t a t e d  h e  a l s o  mentioned 
something a b o u t  t h e  h a t  w i t h  " C a l i f o r n i a "  w r i t t e n  on i t  
(pg.  1 1 8 ) .  

b.  Other  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  know whether  h e  and Major WATKE 
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  van  o r  went o u t s i d e ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  s t a y e d  
i n s i d e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  C a p t a i n  MOE shou ld  have been  t h e r e  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r ,  S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT (pg .  1 1 6 ) .  
H e  normal ly  gave  KUBERT a  r u n  down o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  
t h e  l o g ,  and s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h i s  m i s s i o n  h e  was t r y i n g  t o  
c l a r i f y  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e i r  p i c k i n g  up m o r t a r  
rounds ,  i n s t e a d  of  m o r t a r  t u b e s  a s  everyone  though t  (pgs .  116 ,  
1 1 7 ) .  

c. Major WATKE's r e a c t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  q u e s t i o n  
a s k i n g  i f  h e  f e l t  h e  had been  g i v e n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n ,  and t h e  fo l low- through t h a t  h e  was e n t i t l e d  t o  
a s  a n  o f f i c e r  r e p o r t i n g  a s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  a f t e r  h e  
spoke  w i t h  Major WATKE, h e  spoke  w i t h  a c o l o n e l ,  s o  t h a t  
h e  though t  someone w a s  l o o k i n g  i n t o  it (pg .  1 2 8 ) .  H e  had 
t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  WATKE was go ing  t o  do  something a b o u t  i t ,  
b u t  c o u l d  n o t  remember what had been  s a i d  (pg.  1 2 9 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  had no feedback on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
(pg. 128) . Af ter t h e  day h e  spoke t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  h e  
d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  anyone (pg.  1 2 8 ) .  

3 .  DISCUSSION WITH COLONEL HENDERSON. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  Major WATKE o r  Major 
WILSON s a w  him go  up t o  meet w i t h  Co lone l  HENDERSON, o r  
p o s s i b l y  walked him up t h e  h i l l  a t  LZ D o t t i e  t o  show him 
where t o  go  (pg .  1 2 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  h e  remembered 
t a l k i n g  t o  a c o l o n e l  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  1 7 t h  a t  LZ ~ o t t i e  b u t  
d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  was Co lone l  HENDERSON (pg .  1 1 9 ) .  When 
asked a b o u t  ANDREOTTA speak ing  w i t h  t h e  c o l o n e l  a t  a  t i m e  when 
ANDREOTTA had b lood  on h i s  f a t i g u e s ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
b lood  would have  come from t h e  d i t c h  (pg.  119)  . 
The w i t n e - s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  spoke w i t h  a s h o r t  heavy- 
s e t  f u l l  , l o n e l .  However t h e  photograph  of  . 
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Colonel  HENDERSON d i d  n o t  look f a m i l i a r .  Nor d i d  
HENDERSON look f a m i l i a r  when seen  by t h e  w i t n e s s  on h i s  
f i r s t  appearance b e f o r e  t h e  board  (pg. 1 2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
mentioned s e e i n g  a wa te r  tower o r  a  lookout  tower west  
of  t h e  h e l i p a d  and s t a t e d  he  e n t e r e d  a t e n t  nea r  t o  t h i s  
tower (pg. 1 2 1 ) .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  h e  i s  t a l k i n g  abou t  
d i f f e r e n t  days and d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  (pg. 1 2 1 ) .  The 
wi tness  was shown a number of photographs of v a r i o u s  
o f f i c e r s  whom he i d e n t i f i e d  (See E x h i b i t  l i s t  i n f r a ) .  

4 .  DISCUSSIONS WITH CRESWELL. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  i t  was n o t  i n  an  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  
t n a t  he  spoke wi th  Chaplain CRESWELL (pg. 1 1 8 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
it was a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  c l u b  a l though  he  used t o  v i s i t  
CRESWELL i n  t h e  chape l  t o  d i s c u s s  h i s  conf i rmat ion  
(pg. 1 2 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  jumping i n  a jeep  and d r i v i n g  
s t r a i g h t  over  t h e r e  on t h e  day of  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 2 9 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t e l l i n g  CRESWELL abou t  t h e  b o d i e s ,  about  t h e  
d i t c h ,  abou t  t h e  c o l o r e d  s e r g e a n t ,  and abou t  t h e  bunker 
(pg. 131) .  H e  s t a t e d  CRESWELL mentioned something about  
s e e i n g  h i s  "boss"  b u t  t h a t  he never  heard  any th ing  more 
(pg. 1 3 2 ) .  A f t e r  mention of  it, t h e  w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  going 
t o  t h e  c h a p l a i n ' s  o f f i c e  b u t  d i d  n o t  know when it was 
(pg. 1 3 2 ) .  

5. DISCUSSION W I T H  COLONEL HOLLADAY. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  going t o  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  b u t  s t a t e d  he  d i d  seem t o  be  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  how 
it was l a i d  o u t  (pg.  1 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  v i s i t i n g  
t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY (pg. 1 3 3 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  remember a c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  e i t h e r  Genera l  KOSTER, 
Genera l  YOUNG, o r  Colonel  PARSON (pgs.  133,  1 3 4 ) .  

6. CONFRONTATION ON THE GROUND. 

The w i t n e s s  d i s c u s s e d  having h i s  gunners  s t a n d  on 
a l e r t  t o  p r o t e c t  him, a l though they  had n o t  hea rd  any 
enemy f i r e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  it " f e a s i b l e "  
t h a t  one ~ r n e r i c a l  shou ld  f i r e  on a n o t h e r ,  b u t ,  i n  any e v e n t ,  
he d i d  n o t  want t o  " g e t  s h o t  up" (pgs.  126,127) .  
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EXHIBITS  

EXHI.BIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

W i t  s t a t ed  it w a s  
P -49  P h o t o s  of HENDERSON n o t  CALHOUN t h a t  
and he s p o k e  w i t h  b u t  
P-50 and CALHOUN. w a s  p o s s i b l y  

HENDERSON. 
1 2  3  

Witness  i d e n t i f i e d  
P - 5 3  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  photo as b e i n g  of C o l o n e l  

BLACKLEDGE. 

P - 1 9 9  Misce l laneous  p h o t o s  W i t n e s s  s a id  i t  
and w a s  n e i t h e r  
P - 2 0 0  o f f i ce r .  1 2 2  

W i t  s a i d  he d i d  n o t .  
P - 2 2 3  P h o t o  of C o l o n e l  LUPER s p e a k  . w i t h  h i m .  1 2 2  

W i t  s t a t ed  t h a t  it 
P - 2 2 4  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  photo 	 w a s  poss ib le  h e  

s p o k e  w i t h  t h i s  
i n d i v i d u a l .  1 2  3  
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1969.) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1315 h o u r s ,  3  December 

I 0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p re sen t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Hugh C.  THOMPSON. 

(CW2 Hugh C .  THOMPSON, J r . ,  , Aviat ion 
Warrant O f f i c e r  Branch, F o r t  Rucker, Alabama, was c a l l e d  a s  
a  w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

I 0 : M r .  THOMPSON, b e f o r e  we proceed w i t h  any q u e s t i o n s  
I s h a l l  in form you of  s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of  de te rmin ing  f a c t s  and making recom-
mendations concerning:  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n -  
q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent  reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
cha in  of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968,' and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of  i n f o r -
mation by any person  who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
in fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  nit b e i n g  conducted t o  i n -  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  of  what happened a t  
My Lai .  It i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  purposes  which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i nves -  
t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  Here I w i l l  s ay  I have 
r ead  your  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  by t h e  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  Colonel  
WILSON, O f f i c e  of t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General .  

Your tes t imony w i l l  b e  t a k e n  under o a t h .  A ver-
ba t im  t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  b e  p repared .  A t a p e  r eco rd ing  i s  be ing  
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  be ing  t a k e n  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  gene ra l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tes t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of it, may l a t e r  become a  ma t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 

There a r e  s e v e r a l  people i n  t h i s  room who may ask 
you some ques t ions .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  my a s s i s t a n t s  and 
they a r e  au thor i zed  t o  ask ques t ions  i n  my name. However, 
I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  evidence and making 
t h e  f ind ings  and recommendations. 

You a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  n o t  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony 
wi th  o t h e r s  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  
you may be  r equ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l  o r  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I know you ' r e  aware of me being--not 
supposed t o  t a l k  t o  anybody about t h i s .  I presume t h i s  k ind  
of supersedes  t h i s .  

I0: You're t h i n k i n g  of t h e  o rde r s  of Colonel KENNEDY, 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

A. I f e e l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  would o v e r r u l e  t h a t ,  b u t  
I j u s t  want t o  make s u r e  t h a t - - t h a t  i s  n o t  supposed t o  
apply t o  t h i s .  

MR WEST: I t h i n k  i f  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  p a r t  about  n o t  making 
any statements--  

I 0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  h e ' s  a l ready  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
M r .  THOMPSON w i l l  be  e s s e n t i a l l y  under t h e  same i n s t r u c t i o n s  
not  t o  d i s c u s s  your tes t imony wi th  o t h e r s  excep t  f o r  o f f i c i a l  
du ty  o r  a s  you may be r equ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. And looking a t  t h e  o t h e r  
one, it i s ,  r e a l l y ,  a d v i s i n g  you t o  t h e  same e f f e c t ;  t h a t  
you w i l l  no t  make any s ta tements  except  be fo re  a  competent 
j u d i c i a l  o r  q u a s i - j u d i c i a l  body, and t h i s  i s  a competent . 
quas i -  j  u d i c i a l  body. 

A. Y e s .  I knew it was, b u t  I j u s t  wanted t o  make 
s u r e  about t h a t ,  s ir .  

10: Colonel MILLER, a r e  t h e r e  any p o i n t s  you would 
l i k e  t o  r a i s e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 
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COL MILLER: No, sir.  

a .  M r .  THOMPSON, what was your  duty  assignment on 
t h e  16 th  o f  March, 1968? 

A. Fly ing  s c o u t  h e l i c o p t e r ,  s ir .  

Q. What u n i t  were you a t t a c h e d  t o  o r  a s s igned  t o ?  

A. 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  aero-scout  company. 

Q. Where was t h i s  l o c a t e d  and who d i d  you normally 
suppor t ?  

A. Our home base  w a s  a t  Ky Ha h e l i p o r t  a t  Chu L a i ,  
and ou r  s t a g i n g  a r e a  was a t  LZ D o t t i e .  We w e r e  working f o r  
t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  s i r .  

Q. And how long  had you been working f o r  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade? 

A. Almost e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  u n i t  h a s  been formed, s i r .  
W e  formed, I t h i n k  i t  was i n  February,  s o  we had been work- 
i n g  t h a t  a r e a  a lmos t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. Y e s .  Would you h a b i t u a l l y  s t a y  o v e r n i g h t  a t  
D o t t i e ,  o r  would you go back t o  Chu L a i  o r  t o  Duc Pho? 

A .  W e  would go t o  Chu L a i ,  s i r .  

Q. Chu La i?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. How f a r  w a s  Chu La i  t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. About 20 o r  25 mi l e s .  

Q. How much f l i g h t  expe r i ence  had you had? 

A. I ' d  s a y  about 600 h o u r s ,  sir.  

Q. How much t i m e  had you s p e n t  i n  South Vietnam p r i o r  
t o  16 March? 
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A. I go t  i n  South Vietnam on t h e  30th of  December 
1 9 6 7 ,  s i r .  

Q. You had been t h e r e  approximately  two and one 
h a l f  months, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q • Had you been t o  South Vietnam b e f o r e  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q And you were f l y i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  
i n  country? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I would remind you a g a i n  t h a t  I am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  has  been conducted by Colonel  WILSON from 
t h e  I G .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  now d i s c u s s  t h e  e v e n t s  which t r a n -
s p i r e d  on t h e  1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  and Son 
My o p e r a t i o n .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e  have t o  t h e  r e a r  of  you a map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1)
which has  been e n t e r e d  i n  ev idence .  I f  you would care t o  
speak from t h a t ,  t h i s  would be  f i n e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I f  you would c a r e  t o  look it o v e r ,  because t h i s  
s c a l e  is q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  normal one you look a t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I f  you would c a r e  t o  s t a n d  up and look a t  it, 
t h a t  would b e  f i n e .  

(Witness moved t o  f r o n t  of  E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) 
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MR WEST: M r .  THOMPSON, i f  you d o n ' t  mind my sugges t ing ,  
speak t o  t h e  r e p o r t e r .  Be s u r e  he  h e a r s  you. The r e s t  o f  
us w i l l  h e a r  you f i n e .  

a 

A. We'll s t a r t  ove r  h e r e  f i r s t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . This  
was o u r  s t a g i n g  a r e a  LZ D o t t i e .  Now, w e  go t  a  b r i e f i n g  t h e  
n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  o f  t h e  miss ion we were going on which was down 
around My L a i  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . That morning I don ' t even be- 
l i e v e  we s topped a t  D o t t i e .  W e  j u s t  l e f t  s t r a i g h t  from Chu 
La i .  I t h i n k  t h e  f i r s t  team d id .  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  we 
s topped t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  LZ D o t t i e  on E x h i b i t  IIAP-1) o r  
no t .  W e  had t o  come i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t o  an a r e a  west  of  
MY L a i  ( 4 )  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) , and we were going t o  be  a 
b lock ing  f o r c e  and a s c r e e n i n g  element t o  t h e  s o u t h  ( i n d i c -
a t i n g )  because t h e y  had i n f a n t r y  going i n  around t h i s  opera- 
t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an a r e a  wes t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  on E x h i b i t  
MAP-1) , and t h e y  had t o  be  -- I don ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  t ime ,  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. But t hey  had a r t i l l e r y  s t u f f  coming 
i n .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we came down ( i n d i c a t i n g  a v e r t i c a l  
l i n e  running n o r t h  t o  sou th  and west  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  on 
E x h i b i t  MAP-1) and t h e n  s t r a i g h t  a c r o s s  from Chu L a i  because 
we wouldn ' t  want t o  g e t  h i t  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  They were 
b r i n g i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  i n .  Right  when w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
t h e  s l i c k s  were t h e r e  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  s topped .  We 
were t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  way it was planned.  They 
s t a r t e d  p u t t i n g  t h e  i n f a n t r y  i n  somewhere o v e r  h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g  an  a r e a  s l i g h t l y  wes t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  on E x h i b i t  
MAP-1) s o  w e  were s t a y i n g  o u t  of t h e i r  way because they  had 
gun e s c o r t s  w i t h  them. J u s t  as soon a s  we j u s t  g o t  i n t o  
t h e  a r e a ,  I saw a V i e t  Cong d e p a r t i n g  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My 
L a i  sou th  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and when h e  d i d ,  he  had a weapon, 
running. So I t o l d  my crew c h i e f ,  you know, t o  g e t  him. 
I had a  new gunner t h a t  day,  and h e  missed him, s o  I t o l d  
t h e  guns t h a t  were fo l lowing  me t h a t  t h e  guy had a weapon 
and t h a t  he  had gone i n t o  a t r e e  l i n e  which i s  n o t  shown, 
b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  t r e e  l i n e  r i g h t  through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 
He went i n t o  t h i s  tree l i n e  l i k e  h e  was making f o r  H i l l  
85 f u r t h e r  s o u t h  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h e y  rode i n  t h e n  and 
s h o t  a couple  -- made a couple  of gun runs  through t h e r e .  
We c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a confirmed k i l l  on him because we could 
never  f i n d  t h e  body. So w e  s t a r t e d  checking t h i s  a r e a  o u t  
i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  sou th  o f  My L a i  ( 4 )  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) , 
and up on H i l l  85. The s h i p s  t h a t  had e s c o r t e d  t h e  i n f a n t r y  
w e r e  working ou t  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  road h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
n o r t h  of Highway 5 2 1  on E x h i b i t  M A P - 1 ) .  They w e r e  down 
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p r e t t y  low s o  we decided t o  j u s t  w a i t  back i n . h e r e  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g  sou th  of My La i  ( 4 )  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) s o  we wouldn ' t  
g e t  nea r  t h e  l i n e  of f i r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  t o o  long  a f t e r  t h a t  
u n t i l  I spotked some mortar  rounds on H i l l  85. I t h i n k  t h e  
count came t o  about 40-something, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Mortar rounds? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Being f i r e d  on My Lai?  

A. They w e r e n ' t  be ing  f i r e d ,  s i r .  They had j u s t  
been l e f t  by somebody. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. So we worked around t h i s  a r e a  f o r  a l i t t l e  while  
( i n d i c a t i n g  H i l l  85) u n t i l  t h e  gunships got  o u t  of t h e  way 
and w e  had our  i n f a n t r y  -- w e  had a smal l  i n f a n t r y  u n i t  w i th  
us ,  about a  p l a toon- s i ze  f o r c e ,  and they  had s e n t  f o r  them 
because they  wanted t o  g a t h e r  up t h e s e  mortars  and de tona to r s  c:>: 
s o  t h a t  C h a r l i e  wouldn ' t  g e t  them. And I s t a r t e d  working %--9 

over  back i n  t h i s  way ( i n d i c a t i n g )  because t h e  i n f a n t r y  had 
then  go t t en  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  r i g h t  around t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
There was a bunch of wounded Vietnamese-- a 
MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  M r .  THOMPSON, when you p o i n t  a 
p l a c e  o u t  on t h e  map, would you add some words of d e s c r i p t i o n  
l i k e  wes t  of My La i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: Thank you. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir. 

I s t a r t e d  working t o  t h e  south  o f  My Lai  ( 4 )  , t o  
t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  road ,  t h e  main highway through t h e r e ,  and 
I s p o t t e d  about f i v e  wounded Vietnamese. I t o l d  my gunship 
t h a t  t h e  wounded were on t h e  ground and t o  see i f  he  could 
g e t  some h e l p  f o r  them. H e  rogered and s a i d  okay, and s a i d  
h e ' d  t r y ,  and a few minutes l a t e r  he  rad ioed  back t h a t  h e l p  
was on i t s  way o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  o r  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
So I went around and popped smoke where t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
were ly ing .  And t h e n  I j u s t  cont inued t o  recon on around 
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he re .  When I saw t h e  people  g e t t i n g  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  where one 
of t h e  smokes were ,  I hovered over  t h e r e  and they  walked up 
t o  t h e  pe r son ,  nudged him once,  s t epped  back and s h o t  him. 
I d o n ' t  know why. They could  have though t  t hey  had had a 
hand grenade o r  something. I n s t e a d  of  reconning on around--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where w e r e  t h e s e ,  t o  t h e  sou th  
p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  hamlet? 

A. Yes, s i r .  There was one g i r l  t o  t h e  southwest  
b e f o r e  you g o t  t o  t h e  main highway. There w a s  ano the r  
woman about due sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e r e  was about 
t h r e e  l y i n g  on t h e  road t h a t  I could t e l l  were s t i l l  a l i v e  
because t h e y  were s t i l l  moving. 

Q- A r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o  Highway 521? 

A. 521, y e s ,  sir. 

Q.
v i l l a g e ?  

Would you p o i n t  o u t  what you c o n s i d e r  t o  be  t h e  

A. Thi s  a r e a  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  sir.  Th i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
h e r e  t h a t  s a y s  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

MR. WEST: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  show t h a t  h e  has  p o i n t e d  t o  what 
has  been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  map. 

A .  	 These were f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  because t h e r e  was a church r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  o r  some s o r t  o f  synagogue o r  should  be  because 
t h e r e  was one o u t  t h i s  road ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. You mean synagogue o r  pagoda? 

A. A b u i l d i n g  you could go i n t o .  I t  would be  a 
church. I t  w a s n ' t  j u s t  a s t a t u e .  And no b u i l d i n g s .  The 
nex t  b u i l d i n g  was up i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  where t h e  opera- 
t i o n s  were. Right  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  And I s t a r t e d  re-
conning t h e  a r e a  e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  and I f lew a c r o s s  a 
d i t c h  and t h e  crew ch ie f  s a i d ,  "The re ' s  a  bunch of  bodies  
i n  t h a t  d i t c h .  " 

Q- What t ime was t h i s  now? 

A. I don' t know t h e  t ime ,  sir.  I b e l i e v e  I t o l d  
Colonel  WILSON t h i n g s  were happening o u t  t h e r e  f a s t  t h a t  
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day,  and o u r  o t h e r  l i g h t  s c o u t  should  have r e l i e v e d  m e ,  b u t  
we d i d n ' t  b r i n g  b u t  one w i t h  us t h a t  day because o u r  a i r -
c r a f t  w e r e  down f o r  maintenance,  and I s t a y e d  o u t  t h e r e  un-
til noontime. But I know I had t o  go back and r e f u e l  a t  
l e a s t  once.  I ' d  s t a y  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  two gun teams because 
I could  s t a y  tw ice  a s  long  a s  t h e  gun teams cou ld ,  and t h e n  
we'd go bakh and r e f u e l  and come back o u t .  

A 

Q. -.WhatL~ k i n d  o f  a i r c r a f t  were t h e  gunships?  

A. ' a r a v o  model Huey I s .  

,...-
Q. B r a v o  model Huey ' s ?  

:.I3-. -- .-
A. .-xes,sir .  W e  had r e a l  weak Bravo models. 

4 -

Q- "And you w e r e  f l y i n g  what? 

A .  A 23, s i r ,  OH-23. 

Q OH-23? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- And you w e r e  performing t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  s c o u t  o r  
t h e  recon element wh i l e  t h e y  were prov id ing  you w i t h  t h e  
gun p r o t e c t i o n ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. There w a s  two d i f f e r e n t  gunships t h e r e .  There 
was our  gunships which a l r e a d y  was f l y i n g  cover  on m e .  I f  
I g o t  i n  t r o u b l e ,  they g o t  me o u t  of  t r o u b l e .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. And t h e  o t h e r  gunships brought  t h e  s l i c k s  i n  which 
were o p e r a t i n g  a s  a gun team. 

Q . Y e s ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  e s c o r t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Suppor t ing  t h e  s l i c k s  f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  is  
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. The o t h e r  gun team, n o t  my gun team. 
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Q *  How many teams from your u n i t  were i n  t h i s  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. There was two d i f f e r e n t  gun teams,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  
on ly  one team a t  a t ime.  

Q. One a t  a t ime? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  I t h i n k  it would be  d e s i r a b l e  i f  w e  
could g e t  an approximate t i m e  t h a t  you f i r s t  saw t h e s e  bodies  
i n  a d i t c h .  

A. I would say  around 1000. There a r e  a couple o f  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  make m e  t h i n k  I on ly  r e f u e l e d  one t i m e ,  
sir.  I know when I l e f t  it was r i g h t  about  noontime be-
cause when w e  g o t  back w e  knocked o f f  f o r  chow. I was 
a lmost  o u t  of  f u e l  t hen .  I n  f a c t ,  I w a s  wor r i ed  about  ge t -
t i n g  back t o  n o t t i e  because I had t o  go t o  Quang Ngai f i r s t ,  
and I had a l r e a d y  r e f u e l e d  t h e  f i r s t  t ime when I saw, you 
know, t h e  b u i l d i n g  up of  t h e  b o d i e s .  

Q. Could you p o i n t  o u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s p o t  on t h a t  
map where you saw t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I t  was t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  p o s s i b l y  a 
l i t t l e  sou th .  

Q Sou theas t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And how -- approximately  how f a r  would you say? 

A. F i f t y  o r  100 meters  I would s a y ,  s i r .  I have 
been asked t h i s  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  and they  keep t a l k i n g  about  how 
f a r  something i s ,  l i k e  you do on t h e  ground,  because i t  
d o e s n ' t  t a k e  you very long t o  g e t  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  You're n o t  
walking.  I t  w a s  t o  t h e  e a s t  and sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  There 
was a t r e e  l i n e  i n  t h i s  d i t c h .  
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Q Alongside of  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- On which s i d e  was t h e  t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. There w a s  t r e e  cover ing  on bo th  ends and t r e e s  
were on t h e  wes t  s i d e  a long  where -- i t  w a s n ' t  a t h i c k  t r e e  
l i n e ,  because it k i n d  of  -- it came t h i c k  from bo th  ends  of  
it and k ind  o f  g o t  r e a l  t h i n .  

Q. Were they  t r e e s  o r  were t h e y  s o r t  o f  low bushes? 

A. .They looked l i k e  t r e e s  t o  me, s ir .  I a s s o c i a t e  
them w i t h  trees. When I saw t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  d i t c h  I came 
back around and s a w  t h a t  some of  them were s t i l l  a l i v e .  So 
I s a t  down'on t h e  ground t h e n  and t a l k e d  t o  -- I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  it was-a s e r g e a n t ,  co lo red  s e r g e a n t  -- and I t o l d  them 
t h e r e  w a s  women and k i d s  over  t h e r e  t h a t  were wounded -- could  
he h e l p  them o r  could  they  h e l p  them? And h e  made some re-
mark t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  only  way he  cou ld  h e l p  them was 
t o  k i l l  them. And I thought  h e  w a s  joking.  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  
him s e r i o u s l y .  I s a i d ,  "Why d o n ' t  you see i f  you can h e l p  
them," and I took o f f  aga in .  And as I took o f f  my crew c h i e f  C: 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  guy w a s  shoo t ing  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  A s  I t u r n e d  
around I could  see a guy h o l d i n g  a weapon p o i n t i n g  towards 
t h e  d i t c h .  

What w a s  t h e  name of your  crew c h i e f ?  
a3

Q 

A. Well, t h e  same crew c h i e f  and gunner. I d o n ' t  
remember which one w a s  f l y i n g  on which s i d e .  I t h i n k  t h e  
one on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  w a s  COLBUm and t h e  one on t h e  l e f t  
s i d e  would be  ANDREOTTA. No, w a i t  a minute,  SOLBURN was 
on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  t h a t  day because ANDREOTTA w a s  t h e  one 
who h e l d  t h e  k i d ,  and t h e  k i d  w a s  on my r i g h t .  

Q. ,That  l a s t  answer -- h e  was t h e  one t h a t  what? 

A .  ' Held t h e  k i d ,  sir. And a f t e r  t h a t  w e  were s t i l l  
f l y i n g  recon over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The v i l l a g e  w a s  smoking 
p r e t t y  good. You c o u l d n ' t  g e t  r i g h t  over  it. And w e  came 
around somewhere t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  .and I s a w  t h i s  
bunker and e i t h e r  t h e  crew c h i e f  o r  t h e  gunner s a i d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a bunch of k i d s  i n  t h e  bunker ,  and t h e  Americans 
were approaching it. There was a l i t t l e  open a r e a ,  f i e l d ,  
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shaped s o r t  of l i k e  a horseshoe,  s o  I s e t  down i n  t h e  
middle of t h a t  horseshoe,  g o t  o u t  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t a l k e d  
with  t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t ,  and t o l d  him t h a t  t h e r e  was some 
women and k ids  i n  t h a t  bunker over  t h e r e ,  and c o ~ l l d  he g e t  
them out .  H e  s a i d  t h e  only way t o  g e t  them o u t  was wi th  a 
hand grenade. I t o l d  him t o  j u s t  ho ld  your men r i g h t  where 
they a r e  and I ' l l  g e t  t h e  k ids  o u t .  And I walked over  
towards t h e  bunker,  motioned f o r  them t o  come o u t ,  and they 
came ou t .  But t h e r e  was more than  women and k i d s .  There 
was a couple--one o r  two--old men i n  t h e r e .  I ' d  say  about 
two o r  t h r e e  women and then  some k ids .  I g o t  back i n  the  
a i r c r a f t ,  d i d n ' t  t a k e  o f f ,  j u s t  pu t  my helmet on o r  j u s t  plug- 
ged my helmet up and I c a l l e d  M r .  MILLIANS who was f l y i n g  the 
low gun cover and t o l d  him what I had and asked him i f  he ' d  
come i n  and g e t  them ou t  of this immediate a r e a  back i n t o  
an a r e a  t h a t - h a d  n o t  s o  much f i r i n g  going on. And he came 
i n  and picked up h a l f  of them. 

Q* Was he a b l e  t o  land  i n  t h e  same horseshoe-shaped 

a rea?  


A.  No, he landed o u t s i d e  t h e  horseshoe-shaped a rea .  
He landed behind me. 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  And I walked t h e  people  t o  him. H e  could only 
take  about h a l f  of them, and flew them o u t  going back t o  
Highway 521. H e  flew them, I would s a y ,  back up t o  the 
v i c i n i t y  of Hoa My ( i n d i c a t i n g  v i c i n i t y  coord ina te s  70 78,  
MAP-1) because t h e r e  was a road going o f f  521 about  where 
he l e t  them out .  He came back and g o t  t h e  rest of them 
and took them up t h e r e  a l s o .  I followed them back. T h a t ' s  
how I know where he landed. 

Q- How many people  d i d  you pick up a l l  t o l d ?  

A .  I rece ived  t h e  DFC t h a t  day, and it was w r i t t e n  
up. S ix teen ,  I d o n ' t  remember today. You know how many 
people--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  id you r e c e i v e  a DFC t h a t  same 
day o r  f o r  t h a t  day? 

A .  For t h e  day. 
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Q. For t h e  day. For  l i f t i n g  o u t  o r  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
rescue  of  t h o s e  16 people?  

A. And t h e  k i d  I c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  s i r .  

Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  we've g o t t e n  t h a t  f a r  w i t h  your  
s t o r y ,  y e t .  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Now, l e t  me come back h e r e  aga in .  T e l l  m e  a 
l i t t l e  more about your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  D i d  
you e v e r  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Who w a s  he?  

L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. 

Q Did you know a t  t h e  t i m e  it w a s  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY? 

A. No, s i r .  f"., 
e-2 

Q. When d i d  you l e a r n  it was L ieu tenan t  CALLEY? 

A. When I was i n  Washington. When w a s  i t ?  June ,  
s i r  ( speaking  t o  Colonel  WILSON) ? 

(Col WILSON nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  r eco rd  r e f l e c t  h e  i s  addres s ing  Colonel  
WILSON. 

Q How d i d  you i d e n t i f y  him? 

A .  I n  a l i n e u p ,  s i r .  . 
Q This  w a s  t h e  o f f i c e r  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  on t h e  
ground, and t h i s  i s  t h e  o f f i c e r  who you j u s t  r e l a t e d  t h i s  
s t o r y  about?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  see 
t h i s  o f f i c e r  do any shoo t ing .  

Q But h e  d i d  make t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  
only  way he  could p o s s i b l y  g e t  them o u t  w a s  to--
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A .  ( In t e rpos ing)  I t  was something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  
d i d n ' t  know whether he s a i d  throw a hand grenade o r  t o s s  i t ,  
b u t  it was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  only way he could 
g e t  them o u t  was wi th  a  hand grenade. 

10: W e q l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1344 hours ,  3  December 
1969.) 

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1347 hours ,  3 
December 19 69 .) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  hea r ing  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when 
t h e  hea r ing  recessed  were aga in  p r e s e n t .  

A: Do you want me t o  go back t o  t h e  f i r s t  person who 
I c a l l e d  over  t h e r e  t o  send medical  a i d  t o  t h e  wounded? 

I0: Y e s .  

A. When I got  over  t o  t h a t  one g i r l  it was southwest 
of My La i  and a f t e r  I had c a l l e d  f o r  medical a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  
t h e  wounded Vietnamese, t h e  person who came up t h e r e  and 
sho t  t h a t  g i r l  was a c a p t a i n .  I know t h a t .  

Q. And what t ime was t h a t ?  Was it p r i o r  t o  t h e  
t i m e  you had gone i n t o  pick up t h e  people from t h e  dugout, 
or bunker? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Approximately what t ime was t h a t ?  

A. I ' d  s ay  r i g h t  around 10 o ' c l o c k  s i r ,  g ive  o r  
t a k e  an hour ,  I guess.  The only t h i n g  I can a s s o c i a t e  
t h e s e  t i m e s  t o  i s  about lunch t i m e  when I got  back t o  D o t t i e ,  
and t h i s  was happening r e a l  f a s t ,  I popped smoke when I saw 
t h e  d i t c h  and when I saw t h e  bunker and when I went back 
t o  t h e  d i t c h .  A f t e r  I got  t h e  k i d s  o u t  and medevac'd -- n o t  
medevac'd them, b u t  j u s t  go t  them o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  

Q- You're confusing m e  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
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A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir.  

Q What -- l e t ' s  go over  your s t o r y  aga in .  What w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  you d i d  t hexe  a f t e r  you l e f t  H i l l  85 where 
t hey  blew up t h e  mor ta r  rounds,  o r  took care of  t h e  mor ta r  
rounds? 

A. Reconning t h e  a r e a ,  s i r ,  around My La i  ( 4 )  because 
t h e s e  i n f a n t r y  had g o t t e n  t h e r e  by then .  I w a s  going t o  
s c r e e n  f o r  them. You know i f  I g e t  s h o t  a t  I can move a l o t  
e a s i e r  t han  they  can,  and a l s o  I might b e  a b l e  t o  d i r e c t  
them t o  where I r ece ived  f i r e .  A f t e r  f l y i n g  around about  
1 0  o r  15 minutes ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  I h a d n ' t  r ece ived  
any f i r e  s o  I s t a r t e d  j u s t  f l y i n g  around,  and I don I t know 
whether i t  was myself o r  one o f  my crew c h i e f s  o r  gunner 
t h a t  saw t h e  wounded. So w e  s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  wounded. 
And I t o l d  t h e  gunship who I was t a l k i n g  t o ,  t o  see i f  h e  
could c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  gunship t o  c a l l  t h e  ground u n i t  and 
g e t  them t o  send some medics ove r  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  wounded. 

Q That w a s  q u i t e  e a r l y  ' in  t h e  morning then?  

A. I Id s a y  it w a s  around 1000, sir. 

Q- Around 1000? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Y e s .  

A. And when t h e  guy came up, l i k e  I s a i d ,  he  nudged 
t h e  woman, s t epped  back and s h o t  h e r .  

Q Did h e  j u s t  s t e p  back o r  d i d  h e  wa2k away from 
h e r ?  What w a s  your  p o s i t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  him? How w e l l  
cou ld  you see him? 

A. A s  w e l l  as I can see you, s ir .  Real  w e l l .  I 
guess I was about h a l f  a g a i n  as long  a s  t h i s  room and about  
8 o r  1 0  f e e t  i n  t h e  a i r  s i t t i n g  a t  a hover .  What 's t h a t ,  
about 50 f e e t ?  Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q Y e s .  
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A. And when h e  s h o t  t h a t  one,  we s t a r t e d  going back 
t o  where I ' d  popped o t h e r  smoke, and t h o s e  wounded people  
were dead t h e n  a l s o .  And I d o n ' t  know whether t hey  d i e d  
of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  wounds o r  whether  t hey  had mort wounds.  
i n  them. I d i d n ' t  s t o p  down and look a t  them. And t h a t ' s  
when we went o v e r  and saw t h e  d i t c h ,  and t h e  s e r g e a n t  -- oh,  
I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t .  The s e r g e a n t  was aiming a weapon i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h  and rounds were be ing  f i r e d .  And then  we went t o  
t h e  bunker ,  g o t  t h o s e  o u t ,  and I asked my crew i f  t h e y ' d  l i k e  
t o  go back over  and check t h e  d i t c h  o u t  and s e e  i f  anybody 
was s t i l l  a l i v e .  And they  s a i d  t h e y  would. We went back 
over  and sa t  down n e x t  t o  t h e  d i t c h  and g o t  o u t .  I s tood  
nex t  t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i th  an M-60 and they  went down i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h  and came back up a few minutes l a t e r  and brought  
ou t  a l i t t l e  k i d .  He had a s c r a t c h  on h i s  arm which could  
have been a round o r  i t  could have j u s t  been a s c r a t c h .  I 
asked them i f  t h e r e  were any more and t h e y  s a i d  y e s ,  t h e r e  
was more, b u t  t h e y  was h u r t  worse t h a n  he  w a s .  So w e  could 
only  c a r r y  one w i t h  u s ,  s o  we p u t  him i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
c a r r i e d  him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q- Quang Ngai? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  And t h e n  w e  went back t o  D o t t i e .  
Apparently I ' d  s a i d  something over  t h e  r a d i o  about t h i n g s  
be ing  p r e t t y  bad o u t  t h e r e  because when I go t  back I re-
member I t a l k e d  t o  my CO about it. 

Q. Who was your  CO? 

A .  Major WATKE . 
Q Major WATKE? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  And h e  s a i d  h e ' d  check i n t o  it o r  something t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  And t h e n  t h e  n e x t  day I had t o  go--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you t a l k  t o  anybody else 
about it t h e  remainder of  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  O r  what d i d  you 
do i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon?  
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A. W e  had more recons a f t e r  lunch i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g  My La i  a r e a  on E x h i b i t  M A P - 1 ) .  W e  go t  ove r  on t h i s  
s i d e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  an a rea  south  of H i l l  85 on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) 
i n  t h e  a f te rnoon.  This  s i d e  meaning south of H i l l  85. I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  about i t ,  and 
I f e e l  s u r e  my crew c h i e f  and gunner a l s o  d i d .  Then I went 
back t o  Chu Lai .  The next  day w e  came down t h e r e  f o r ,  you 
know, some more recon work, and Major WATKE t o l d  me  t h e  
co lone l  wanted t o  s e e  m e .  So I went up t h e r e  and t o l d  him, 
I guess ,  about  what I ' v e  t o l d  you a l l .  

Q . When you say  t h e  co lone l  wanted t o  see you,
which co lone l?  

A. A b i r d  c o l o n e l  -- f u l l  co lone l .  

Q. Did you t a l k  t o  anybody be fo re  t h a t ,  a t  a l l ?  Had 
you t a l k e d  a t  a l l  w i th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l  who commanded 
t h e  t a s k  fo rce?  Colonel BARKER? 

A. NO,  sir.  I t h i n k  t h e  only co lone l  I t a l k e d  t o  
was a f u l l  co lone l .  

Q e  Did you t a l k  t o  General  YOUNG? 

A. I never  t a l k e d  t o  him. 

Q a  You never  t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. No, sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Proceed wi th  your s t o r y  about  what 
you t o l d  t h e  co lone l?  

A. The same t h i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  j u s t  t o l d ' y o u .  H e  
asked m e ,  you know, what went on o r  what d i d  I see. 

Q How long  were you wi th  t h e  co lone l?  

A. I ' d  say about 20 o r  30 minutes,  sir. 

Q Where d i d  h e  i n t e r r o g a t e  you? 

A. I t  was i n  t h e i r  command p o s t ,  I guess you 'd  c a l l  
it, a t  Do t t i e .  I d o n ' t  know what they  c a l l e d  it. I t ' s  
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r i g h t  by one of t h e  towers.  I t h i n k  they  cons idered  i t  t h e  
command p o s t  . 
Q. Did h e  t a k e  your s t a t emen t  down i n  wr!.ting f o r  
you t o  s i g n ?  

A. He took -- he  d i d n ' t  t a k e  anyth ing  I s a i d  down, 
b u t  he  made n o t e s  on it. I c a n ' t  remember i f  I s igned  
anything o r  n o t ,  sir.  

Q. Were you placed under oa th?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  

Q Was anybody else p r e s e n t  dur ing  t h i s  t ime? 

A. N O ,  sir. 

9- Only you. 

A. My c r e w  ch ie f  was w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e ,  s i r .  

Q- Was Major WATKE p r e s e n t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  he  was down a t  t h e  shed. 

Q. And what time was t h i s  i n  t h e  day? 

A. I f e e l  it was between 1 0  and 1 2  i n  t h e  mosn-
i n g  and I t h i n k  it was t h e  n e x t  day. 

Q That would make it t h e  17 th  then?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  a s  ha rd  a s  you can on t h i s  
one. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A s  t o  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  you were t h e r e ,  and, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  what you t o l d  him? 

A .  I t o l d  h i n  t h a t  I had seen  t h e  c a p t a i n  shoot  t h e  
Vietnamese g i r l .  I t o l d  him about t h e  d i t c h e s  and t h e  Scdies 
i n  t h e  d i t c h .  
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Q. How many bodies  d i d  you t e l l  him were i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A .  I th ink  I s a i d  about 100, s ir .  Between 75 and 
100. There was a bunch of people  t h e r e .  I t o l d  5 i m  about 
t h e  se rgean t  say ing  t h e  only way he  could h e l p  them was t o  
shoot  them. And I t o l d  him about -- I d i d n ' t  t e l l  him what 
my d i r e c t  words were wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  I d i d n ' t  even 
know he  was a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  him my 
d i r e c t  words, what my words w e r e  wi th  Lieu tenant  CALLEY, b u t  
I d i d  t e l l  him I s a t  down and t o l d  him t o  s t o p  h i s  men. I 
t o l d  him t h a t  when I s a t  down over  t h e r e  I t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  
man who appeared t o  be  i n  charge ,  and t h a t  I t o l d  him t h a t  
I had s p o t t e d  some Vietnamese k i d s  i n  t h e  bunker,  and he 
s a i d ,  "No, y o u ' r e  k idd ing , "  and t h a t  t h e  only way he could 
g e t  them out  was wi th  a hand grenade.  So I t o l d  him t o  
j u s t  s t o p  h i s  men and I ' d  g e t  them ou t  of t h e r e  wi thout  
k i l l i n g  them. 

Q Did you i n d i c a t e  t o  him t h a t  you had i n  f a c t  
picked up and evacuated t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  southwest  
a long Highway 521? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t e l l i n g  him t h a t ,  s i r ,  b u t ,  I 
mean, it was a l o t  f r e s h e r  i n  my mind then  than  it i s  now. 
I know I a l s o  t o l d  him about g e t t i n g  t h e  k i d  o u t  of t h e  
d i t c h .  

Q Did you a l s o  t e l l  him about t h e  o t h e r  wounded you 
had seen ,  a s i d e  from t h e  g i r l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- How w e r e  you marking those  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. Dropping smoke bes ide  them, s i r ;  smoke grenades.  

Q - Smoke grenades? 

A .  Y e s .  Before I 'd pop smoke, I Id hover down r i g h t  
c l o s e  t o  them t o  make s u r e  they  d b i d n V thave any weapons or  
web gear  t h a t  I could  s e e .  And I d i d n s t  see any webbing 
out  there ' .  

Q. I would l i k e  you t o  r e p e a t  what you t o l d  t h e  
co lone l  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  
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A. A s  b e s t  I can remember, s i r ,  t h e  same t h i n g  I 
j u s t  s a i d .  

Q. W e l l ,  r e p e a t  t h e  i t e m s  i f  you w i l l  s c  t h a t  I can  
have them f i r m  i n  mind. . 

A. Right ,  s ir .  I t o l d  him about s e e i n g  t h e  wounded 
Vietnamese. I t o l d  him t h a t  a c a p t a i n  had come over  and s h o t  
one of them; t o l d  him about s e e i n g  t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  d i t c h ;  
t o l d  him about what I s a i d  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY; -- I d i d n ' t  
t e l l  him what I ' d  t o l d  my crew c h i e f s  -- I t o l d  him about  how I 
had g o t t e n  t h e  people  o u t  of t h e  bunker ;  t o l d  him t h a t  I 
h a d n ' t  s een  -- I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number -- b u t  I t o l d  him 
I h a d n ' t  s een  very  many t h a t  were d ra f t - age  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
w e r e  s h o t  o r  dead. 

Q- And would you r e p e a t  t h e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  you s t a y -
e d  wi th  t h e  c o l o n e l  t o  go i n t o .  t h e  d e t a i l  of t h i s  s t o r y ?  

A. I 'd  s a y  about 20  o r  30 minutes .  I t  w a s n ' t  very 
long I know. 

Q- .But i t  was long  enough t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  g e t  
a c r o s s  t h e  d e t a i l s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  you have i n d i c a t e d  t o  us?  

A. W e  d i d n ' t  have any maps o r  r e f e r e n c e  t h i n g s  t h e r e .  
He w a s  more o r  l e s s  a sk ing  me  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  and I was t e l l -
i n g  him, you know, answering h i s  q u e s t i o n s .  

Q How d i d  you f e e l  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A. I f e l t  l i k e  t h e r e ' d  been a massacre because t h e  
reason--I  t o l d  him something else,  you know. H e  asked m e  
something about  how d i d  t h e  bod ie s  g e t  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  And 
I t o l d  him I d i d n ' t  know. I s a i d ,  "But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  
Americans a r e  going t o  t a k e  a  bunch o f  dead bod ie s  and 
throw them i n  a d i t c h ,  o r  t h e y  might even do t h a t ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  
n o t  going t o  p u t  l i v e  bod ie s  i n  a d i t c h  w i t h  dead ones ,  and 
t h e  Vietnamese a r e  n o t  a l l  going t o  huddle  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  " 
And t h a t ' s  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  d i d  n o t  make s e n s e  t o  m e :  how t h e  
bod ie s  g o t  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Aside from t h e  one i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you saw p o i n t -
i n g  a weapon a t  t h e  d i tch- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q- Did you s e e  anybody e l s e  being pushed i n t o  t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A. NO,  sir.  

a.  Shooting i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  o r  otherwise? 

A .  No, s ir .  He was s tanding  t h e r e .  I saw him with 
t h e  weapon, a s  I turned  away I heard a weapon behind me 
shoot.  And I c o u l d n ' t  say it was him. My crew c h i e f ,  one 
of them, s a i d ,  "He i s  shoot ing  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h . "  I d o n ' t  
know which one i t  was. I t  could have been t h e  one who's 
dead now. You w i l l  j u s t  have t o  check with t h e  o t h e r  one. 

Q How f a r  was it from t h i s  d i t c h  over t o  t h e  
bunker, approximately, where you loca ted  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and 
it a l s o  included some o l d  men i n  t h e r e ?  

A. The l a s t  t ime be fo re  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  we looked 
on a map and f igured  out  about how f a r  it would be ,  you know, 
by looking on a smal l e r  s c a l e  map t h a t  shows some t h i n g s  a 
l i t t l e  more p l a i n .  And I th ink  we came up with something C?.: 
l i k e  150 meters o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  swear t o  CT 

t h a t ,  b u t  I th ink  it was about t h a t  f a r  i s  a l l .  

Q. How much of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai ( 4 )  was burning a3 
when you were opera t ing  through it and over  i t ?  

A. I th ink  t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  had been smoked p r e t t y  
bad, sir.  

Q Y e s .  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  does not  look l i k e  i t  does 
r i g h t  t h e r e ,  s ir  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , because t h e r e  I s  -- we w e r e  
f l y i n g  a l l  around t h i s  a rea  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and I remember 
t h e r e  was v i l l a g e s  t h a t  a r e  no t  on t h i s  map r i g h t  on t h e  
o u t s k i r t s  because t h e r e  was a main group of hootches ( in -
d i c a t i n g )  and then  t h e r e  was some hootches s e t  ou t  away 
from them. And t h e  main concent ra t ion  of them, I ' d  say ,  
j u s t  about completely destroyed,  sir. 

I 0  : We'll t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1 4 0 9  hours ,  3 December 
1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1410 h o u r s ,  3 December 
1969.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A 1 1  persons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

10: I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  a s  an 
e x h i b i t  an a e r i a l  photo,  marked c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  r epu ted  t o  be  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My La i  ( 4 )  . 
RCDR : The a e r i a l  photograph i s  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  record  
and marked E x h i b i t  P-1. 

I0 : M r .  Thompson, can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

( E x h i b i t  P-1 handed t o  w i t n e s s . )  

A .  I t  looks  l i k e  My L a i .  According t o  t h e  l and  
marks it looks  l i k e  My L a i ,  s i r ,  b u t  I w a s  more f a m i l i a r  
w i th  t h e  a r e a  l ook ing  a t  it from t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  coming i n t o  
it. 

Q You a r e  looking  a t  i t  from t h e  s o u t h  a r e a  i n s t e a d  
o f  t h e  n o r t h  a r e a .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  You t u r n  i t  upside down and i t  l o s e s  
a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  p i c t u r e s  when it t u r n s  t h e  o t h e r  way. 
I guess t h i s  road  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  came i n t o  My La i  l i k e  t h a t  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h a t  road ( i n d i c a t i n g )  went o u t  t h a t  way 
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  shaped t h e  same way ( i n d i c a t -
i n g )  . 
Q- That road t o  t h e  t o p  f r o n t  of  you ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
i s  t h a t  521? 

A. I t  should  b e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  There w a s  a t ree  l i n e  
r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  running down by it. So t h i s  a c t i o n ,  
assuming t h i s  i s  My La i ,  w e  need t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  goes over  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h e  d i t c h  was over  i n  
t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Unless i t  was r i g h t  i n  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  ( i n d i c a t -
i n g )  which is n o t  p l a i n  enough t o  t e l l .  
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COL WILSON: Which d i r e c t i o n  a r e  you po in t ing?  

A. Oh, t o  t h e  e z s t .  That could be t h e  d i t c h  r i g h t  
h e r e  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s ide--

I 0  : ( In t e rpos ing)  Your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  d i t c h  
p rev ious ly  was t h a t  it was on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e .  Wasn't 
i t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Northeas t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Y e s ,  s i r .  On t h a t  s i d e ,  t h e  r i g h t  
s i d e .  

Q. But you ' r e  p o i n t i n g  nor th  now? 

A. Th i s  i s  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  s ir .  

Q. Prev ious ly ,  I thought  you s a i d  s o u t h e a s t  where 
t h e  d i t c h  was l o c a t e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  uriless I made a mistake i n  my words, 
s i r .  There was an open f i e l d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  
d i t c h  and then  t h e r e  was some trees, and then  t h e  bunker 
was f u r t h e r  e a s t  than  t h a t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q Y e s .  Now, on t h i s  a e r i a l  photo,  can you p o i n t  
o u t  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where you saw t h e  wounded? I 
b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  f i v e  wounded t o  t h e  southwest  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A. According t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e  and t h a t  map ( p o i n t i n g  
. t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1) , the--

COL WILSON: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  pictomap supplement, 
s h e e t  6739 I1 N ,  s e r i e s  L8020. 

MR WEST: A Corps of Engineers map? 

COL WILSON: Corps of Engineers map. 

10: P i c t o  supplement. 
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RCDR : T h i s  map i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  and marked a s  
E x h i b i t  MAP-2. 

A. I ' d  s ay  t h e  g i r l  was a t  c o o r d i n a t e s  715787, I 
guess.  

COL WILSON: Would you p o i n t  t o  t h a t ?  

A. I would e s t i m a t e  t h e  g i r l  t o  be  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e ,  
s ir  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h a t ' s  about due sou th  accord ing  t o  
t h i s  map r a t h e r  t han  southwest .  This  map shows t h a t  t h a t ' s  
a s t r eam ( i n d i c a t i n g )  and t h e  b e s t  I can a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  one 
i s  t h a t  i t ' s  a t r e e  l i n e .  

I0 : That  road ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h a t  road ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
and t h a t  road ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and t h i s  road ( i n d i c a t i n g )  
which you can see h e r e  very p l a i n l y  -- t h i s  one. See r i g h t  
h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . T h a t ' s  an ob l ique  photo.  I t ' s  a l i t t l e  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  o p e r a t e  from. 

COL WILSON: W i l l  you number t h e  p o i n t  where you say  t h e  
g i r l  i s  p o i n t  number 1. 

A .  J u s t  number i t ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I have i t  numbered -- w e l l ,  I ' l l  make 
it b i g g e r .  

Q And would you l o c a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n  where 
t h e  o t h e r  wounded were l o c a t e d .  

A. On t h e  road. 

Q- Where you saw t h e  ones on t h e  road? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I saw them on t h e  road ,  t o o .  And I 
saw ano the r  one about  5 0  meters t o  t h e  e a s t  of where t h e  
woman was. I would guess 50 meters .  

(Witness marked on E x h i b i t  MAP-2.) 

COL WILSON: Would you mark t h a t  number 2? 
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A. This  w i l l  probably be more than 50 meters when 
you f i g u r e  o u t  coord ina tes ,  bu t  I ' l l  put  about where I 
th ink  they were i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Did you s e e  any a d d i t i o n a l  bodies  o r  wounded in -
d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  v i c i n i t y ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I saw some dead ones. No more wounded. 
There was two p laces  where I popped smoke, and then  I pop-
ped smoke on t h e  road. 

MR WEST: Have you l o c a t e d  t h e  d i t c h  y e t  on t h a t  map? 

I 0  : Not on t h e  a i r  photo,  b u t  can you l o c a t e  it on 
t h e  map? 

A. No, s i r ,  because t h i s  map as  f a r  a s  I can f i g u r e  
it i s  showing t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  
between My La i  ( 4 )  and highway 521, t h e  map shows it  t o  
be  a waterway, and t h e  map shows it cont inuing  on eastward 
where i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  it shows it s t o p s ,  o r  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  

- s t o p s .  The d i t c h  could poss ib ly  be on t h i s  photograph, b u t  
I h a d n ' t  got  anything t o  use a s  a r e fe rence  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  
t h e  photograph, sir.  

I 0  : I have a document which I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
t h e  record a s  an e x h i b i t .  I t ' s  a ske tch  from memory, 1 2  June 
1 9 6 9 ,  no t  t o  s c a l e ,  of t h e  genera l  My Lai a r e a ,  I b e l i e v e  
prepared by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. 

RCDR : This  s k e t c h ,  be l ieved t o  be prepared by Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record and marked as 
Exh ib i t  0-1. 

(Document s o  marked. ) 

10: I ' l l  show you t h i s  ske tch  which you made a t  t h a t  
time t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 

(Exh ib i t  0-1 handed t o  wi tness . )  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember making t h i s .  
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Q Thi s  i s  your s k e t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

10: The h e a r i n g  will r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 4 2 4  hour s ,  3 December 
1969.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0 8 3 3  hours ,  4 December 
1969 .) 

I0: .The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  present :  
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, COL MILLER, and MAJ LYNN. 

M r .  Hugh C. THOMPSON i s  reca l l ed .  

(CW2 THOMPSON was r e c a l l e d ,  reminded of h i s  oa th ,  
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

10: M r .  THOMPSON, when we recessed yes terday ,  w e  w e r e  
i n  t h e  process  of  t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  on t h e  map where you s a w  
t h e  cap ta in  with t h e  body, and a l s o  where t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
bodies were loca ted .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - You had p l o t t e d  them on t h i s  map which we have as 
an e x h i b i t  a s  p o i n t  1 and p o i n t  2 .  , 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q =  Would you l i k e  t o  t ake  a  look a t  those  two t o  r e -
f r e s h  yourse l f?  

(Witness looked a t  Exhib i t  MAP-2 .) 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q. DO those s t i l l  appear accura te?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q I w i l l  say a t  t h e  p resen t  time we a r e  a t tempt ing  
t o  ob ta in  a  v e r t i c a l  photo of  t h i s  a rea  which we b e l i e v e  w e ' l l  
have i n  e i t h e r  sometime l a t e r  t h i s  morning o r  l a t e r  t h i s  
af ternoon.  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  one of t h e s e  
o f f i c e r s  who are a s s i s t i n g  me, I would l i k e  them t o  work 
wi th  you t o  r e p l o t  t h i s  on a v e r t i c a l ,  s o  t h a t  w e  can g e t  
t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  o u t  of  it w e  p o s s i b l y  can.  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now, i n  your t e s t imony ,  you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
you had seen  a d i t c h  wi th  a l a r g e  number of bod ie s  i n  it, 
and t h a t  subsequent ly  you landed your a i r c r a f t  and one of  
your c r e w  members picked up a  smal l  c h i l d  from t h e  d i t c h ,  
and you subsequent ly  f lew t h e  c h i l d  o u t .  Can you p l o t  t o  
t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  p o s s i b l e  -- w i l l  you a l s o  p l o t  t h a t  on 
t h i s  map, p l e a s e ?  

A. No, s ir .  There i s  no r e f e r e n c e  on t h i s  t h a t  I ,  
excep t  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h a t  I could  g ive  you,  sir. 

Q- Y e s .  

A. And my prev ious  tes t imony was j u s t  an  e s t i m a t e  
of  how f a r  it was, s i r .  

Q. L e t ' s  p i n  t h i s  down i f  you can.  E i t h e r  you 
were somewhat confused a s  t o  where i t  was l o c a t e d  o r  I m i s -
hea rd  you. On one occas ion  I hea rd  you say  it was south-
east  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no r e f e r e n c e  on t h a t  map 
t h a t ,  you know, I could p u t  because it d o e s n ' t  show any 
tree l i n e ,  it shows -- it does show a waterway t o  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  and t h e r e  w a s  wa te r  i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i t c h .  That  
could b e  it. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  expec t ing  t h a t  y o u ' r e  going t o  p u t  down 
t h a t  e x a c t  d i t c h .  But i f  you would p l o t  t h e  approximate 
l o c a t i o n ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I ' m  e x p e c t i n g  you t o  p l o t  a t  t h e  mom-
e n t .  

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 
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(Witness marked on E x h i b i t  MAP-2. ) 

Q You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  you had s p o t t e d  a bunker i n  
which s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n  had e n t e r e d ,  and you subsequent ly  
landed and were a b l e  t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  o t h e r  
people  from t h e  bunker and have them flown o u t .  Would you 
mark t h a t  l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  And 
aga in  I w i l l  r e f e r  you t o  t h e  s k e t c h  which you made pre-
v ious ly  which we e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  yes t e rday .  

( E x h i b i t  0-1 handed t o  t h e  w i t n e s s . )  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The bunker i s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  t h a n  
where t h e  d i t c h  w a s  s o  I ' l l  j u s t  p u t  it r i g h t  i n  h e r e .  

(Witness marks on E x h i b i t  MAP-2) 

COL MILLER: For t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you i d e n t i f y  how y o u ' r e  
marking them? 

A. I ' m  drawing a l i n e  p o i n t i n g  t o  a mark on t h e  map. 
A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  l i n e  is  t h e  d i t c h  and a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  
o t h e r  l i n e  i s  t h e  bunker. 

I0 : Were you e v e r  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c a p t a i n  t h a t  
you saw a t  p o i n t  number l ?  

A. T h i s  w a s  b rought  up b e f o r e ,  and I knew h e  w a s  a 
c a p t a i n .  I knew t h a t  h e  had b lack  c a p t a i n ' s  b a r s  on h i s  
he lmet ,  and whether I could  i d e n t i f y  him now, I don ' t  know, 
sir. s 

Q Did you e v e r  see him a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you see any name o f  any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on him? 

A. The c a p t a i n ' s  b a r s ,  s i r ,  i s  how I recognized  him. 
I d i d n ' t  know h i s  name because w e ' r e  a t t a c h e d  o v e r  t h e r e ,  
and I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  h i s  name. A l l  he e v e r  s a i d  w a s ,  "How a r e  
you do ing?" ,  t u r n e d  around,  and walked o f f .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e ,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge, it w a s  t h e  fo l lowing  day I saw 
him. 

(THOMPSON) 28 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-3 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A. A t  D o t t i e .  

Q LZ D o t t i e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q What d i d  t h e  SOI, t h i s  i s  a S i g n a l  Opera t ing  In-
s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  SOP i n d i c a t e  on t h e  use  of  smoke? Did you 
e v e r  s e e  t h e  SOP they  used f o r  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  o r  f o r  t h e  
b r igade ,  o r  were you b r i e f e d  on t h e  u se  of  smoke? 

A. No, s ir .  Our u n i t ' s  p o l i c y  was t h e  on ly  t ime w e  
would drop  smoke i s  because -- w e l l ,  you 'd  t e l l  your  gun-
s h i p  why you were dropping your smoke. Like on some miss ions ,  
you know, you would have some s u s p e c t s  h i d i n g ,  and i f  t hey  
were going t o  b r i n g  a s l i c k  i n  t o  evacua te  them, and i f  t hey  
w e r e n ' t  s u r e  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  you 'd  j u s t  pop some smoke r e a l  
c l o s e  by and t h e n  you 'd  t e l l  them what c o l o r  you popped. A 
l o t  of  t imes  you wouldn ' t  even t e l l  them because t h e r e  was 
no need t o .  You're t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  gunship and h e ' s  t a l k i n g  
wi th  t h e  s l i c k ,  s o  he  knows what y o u ' r e  doing.  I remember 
something was brought  up t h a t  day about  somebody having asked,  
"Who was popping t h e  smoke?" And I t o l d  t h e  gunship:  "Yes, 
t h a t ' s  my smoke. I ' m  popping it; I g o t  wounded people  down 
t h e r e . "  Something t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

Q Was t h i s  c l e a r ,  t h a t  you w e r e  popping t h e  smoke 
t o  i d e n t i f y  wounded i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A .  T h a t ' s  what I t o l d  them. There could  be  a break 
i n  t h e  communications. I c a n ' t  swear t o  t h a t .  

Q would you a l s o  use  smoke t o  mark an enemy dead,  
f o r  example, one who had a weapon, f o r  someone t o  go over  
and g e t  t h e  weapon? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  s e e  any weapons t h a t  day,  
sir. 

a .  You d i d n ' t  see any weapons? 

A. I saw one weapon. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  when we i n i -
t i a l l y  went i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  a V i e t  Cong was l e a v i n g  t h e  c i t y ,  run-
n ing  a c r o s s  t h e  Highway 521 and made it t o  t h e  t ree l i n e  be-
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f o r e  w e  could shoot  him. W e  sho t  a t  him, b u t  missed him. 
And t h a t ' s  t h e  only weapon I saw h e l d  by an enemy t h a t  day. 

Q So you used smoke, t h e n ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  it by c o l o r ,  
and you used t h i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  enemy dead wi th  a weapon t o  
be  picked up o r  i d e n t i f y  a wounded t o  be p icked  up. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  When I t o l d  them, they  knew it was 
wounded peopxe because I d o n ' t  s i t  around i n  my a i r c r a f t  
and hover 3 f e e t  o f f  t h e  ground i f  I ' v e  go t  somebody 
wounded down t h e r e  wi th  a weapon because I know it d o e s n ' t  
t ake  long f o r  him t o  p u l l  a grenade and l e t  go, and it d o e s n ' t  
t a k e  long f o r  him t o  r o l l  over .  

Right.  

A. You c a n ' t  l e t  your se l f  g e t  l a x  over  t h e r e .  You 
might g e t  k i l l e d  r e a l  easy,  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? W e  spoke o f  t h i s  
yes t e rday ,  t o o ,  and you had i n d i c a t e d  you w e r e  a r r i v i n g  on 
t h e  scene j u s t  as  t h e  s l i c k s  s t a r t e d  t o  go i n ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  
on t h e i r  f i r s t  i n s e r t i o n .  The f i r s t  f l i g h t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I remember, you know, s e e i n g  t h e  smok-
i n g  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and I c a n ' t  say  I a c t u a l l y  saw t h e  b u r s t  
of  a r t i l l e r y  rounds a s  they  h i t  t h e  ground. But I remember 
when we got  t h e r e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  was smoking p r e t t y  good where 
you could t e l l ,  you know, t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  had been t h e r e .  
Because I t h i n k  they prepped it f o r  about 15 minutes ,  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q That  would be  an assumption on your p a r t ,  wouldn' t 
i t ?  I f  you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it would be an assumption, b u t  t h e  v i l -
l a g e  was burn ing ,  and t h e r e  was smoke coming from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  a r e  you s u r e  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
of  t h e  f i r s t  i n s e r t i o n ,  o r  could you have a r r i v e d  a f t e r  one 
u n i t  had been pu t  on t h e  ground and w e r e  a c t u a l l y  s e e i n g  t h e  
second u n i t  on t h e  ground? 

A. I could have a r r i v e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  sir.  
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Q. Can you r e c a l l  about t h e  t ime you a r r i v e d  on t h e  
scene? 

A. I thought  it was about 0700, b u t  I d o n ' t  know. 
YOU need t o  t a l k  wi th  someone who was i n ,  you know, one of 
t h e  command s h i p s ,  l i k e  our  s l i c k  o r  one of our  guns because 
t h e y ' r e  t h e  ones t h a t  c a l l  back coord ina te s  and g ive  t imes.  
~f  I ' d  mark something I ' d  j u s t  s a y ,  " I 'm  over  it now," and 
I d i d n ' t  even c a r r y  a map i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

Q- Who was--

A.  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I t a k e  t h a t  back. I d i d  c a r r y  a 
s u r v i v a l  map. 

Q- Who was t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  element i n  your  aero-
s c o u t  f l i g h t  t h a t  you had? 

A .  I t  would be t h e  l e a d  gunship.  And a t  one t i m e  
dur ing the day.  it was a M r .  BAKER. And t h e  o t h e r  t i m e  it 
could have e i t h e r  been a M r .  BROWN o r  a M r .  MILLIANS was 
t h e r e  because h e ' s  t h e  one who evacuated t h e  people o u t  of 
t h e  bunker a rea .  

Q That  was l a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning, w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i x .  You know they switch o f f ,  and i t ' s  k ind  
of h a r d  remembering who was o u t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime. Major 
WATKE w a s  f l y i n g  with  M r .  BAKER, I t h i n k ,  t h a t  day. I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  of t h a t .  I th ink  Major WATKE was o u t  t h e r e  the  f i r s t  l i f t ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether he was i n  a gun o r  i n  a s l i c k .  I 
d o n ' t  remember even i f  w e  had our  s l i c k s  o u t  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  
our  s l i c k s  were back a t  Do t t i e .  They usua l ly  s t a y e d  a t  
D o t t i e  u n t i l  w e  were ready -- u n t i l  w e  needed them. We'd 
load  up our  i n f a n t r y  and o u t  they would come t o  check i t  ou t .  
When I found t h e  mortar  rounds,  i t  took them, you know, 15 
or 20 minutes t o  g e t  o u t  t h e r e .  So they w e r e n ' t  o r b i t i n g  
overhead a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

I0: W e ' l l  t ake  a s h o r t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  break .  

(The  h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  0850 hours ,  4 December 1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0852 h o u r s ,  4 December 
1969.) 

10 :  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  re-
c e s s e d  a r e  a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

Q M r .  THOMPSON, what we'd l i k e  t o  do i s  have a b r i e f  
review of t h e  t h i n g s  you d i d  and t h e  approximate t i m e  you d i d  
them, i n  o r d e r ,  from t h e  t ime you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  morning when 
you saw t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  running w i t h  t h e  weapon. A s  I r e c a l l ,  
you went t o  H i l l  85, and you had some o t h e r  a c t i o n .  Can you 
go down those?  Don ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l s ,  j u s t  what you d i d  and 
t h e  approximate t i m e s ,  

W e  w i l l  t a k e  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  break  wh i l e  he  i s  
p r e p a r i n g  t h i s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  0855 h o u r s ,  4 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0856 h o u r s ,  4 December 
1969. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  were a g a i n  p r e s e n t .  

A.  I c a n ' t  s a y  j u s t  how a c c u r a t e  it i s .  I ' m  j u s t  
u s ing  f o u r  o r  f i v e  e s t i m a t e s  t o  b a s e  t h i s  on. By t h e  t i m e  I 
a r r i v e d  back a t  D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  it w a s  r i g h t  a t  
lunch t i m e ,  and assuming w e  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  about  0630 
i n  t h e  morning, and go from t h a t .  

Q May I ask why you say  you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  
0630? The o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  a t  0730. Did you a r r i v e  an hour  
e a r l i e r  and s i t  down a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  As  I r e c a l l  you s a i d  you 
f lew d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I s a i d  I b e l i e v e d  w e  f lew d i r e c t l y  i n t o  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  I thought  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  supposed 

(THOMPSON) APP T-3  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


t o  s t a r t  a t  0630. I thought  w e  had l e f t  Chu L a i  a t  0600. 
W e  could  have l e f t  a t  0700. I t  goes back a  y e a r  and a  h a l f .  
I t h i n k  i f  I knew e x a c t l y  what t i m e  we g o t  t h e r e  I could  
g ive  a  b e t t e r ,  more accl l ra te  account .  I w a s n ' t  running t h e  
show. A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t hey  were cover ing  me. They were 
t h e  command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  i n  a s e n s e .  I d i d n ' t  pay any 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t ime.  

Q. W e ' l l  t r y  and v e r i f y  t h e s e  t i m e s .  

A. The o p e r a t i o n  s t a r t e d  a t  0730? 

Q. The f i r s t  l i f t  of C h a r l i e  Company w a s  supposed 
t o  be  p u t  on t h e  ground a t  0730. 

A. Okay, s ir .  L e t  me j u s t  go back over  and change 
t h e  t i m e s .  

(Pause) 

Okay, I go t  i t ,  s i r .  Assuming t h a t  w e  a r r i v e d  
a t  0730 i n  t h e  morning. The l i f t s  were coming i n .  Whether 
it was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  second l i f t ,  o r  however many t h e r e  
were,  I d o n ' t  know. The gunship e s c o r t s  were working o u t .  
By t h a t  I mean suppres s ing  t h e  a r e a .  So my team e l e c t e d  t o  
s t a y  on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of  Road 521, and we worked t h e  sou th  
s i d e ,  a couple  m i l e s  s o u t h ,  I guess ,  about  a  m i l e  sou th  of  
H i l l  85 and a l l  t h e  way o u t  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  P a t r o l l i n g  t h e  
roads ,  s e e i n g  i f  we could  s e e  anybody moving. 

Q e  Remember, d o n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l .  A l l  I want now 
i s  t o  t r y  t o  f i x  t h e  t i m e s  when t h e s e  major e v e n t s  occu r red ,  
such as when you took t h e  one i n d i v i d u a l  under f i r e ,  when 
you s a w  t h e  mor ta r  rounds on H i l l  8 5 ,  and had t h e  a c t i o n ,  
and i n  t h a t  form. 

A. When w e  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  i s  w e  came down 
t h e  road and I s a w  t h e  V i e t  Cong running from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I saw him about t h e  t ime he  c r o s s e d  t h e  highway, I guess .  
Th i s  was approximately  0730. We s p e n t  approximately  1 5  min- 
u t e s  on him, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  him. The gunships  h i t  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e  h e  had gone i n t o .  By t h a t  t ime w e  n o t i c e d  t h e  o t h e r  
gun team o r  t h e  gunships  t h a t  were e s c o r t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s  i n ,  
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they  w e r e  shoot ing  it up p r e t t y  good. And they were lower 
than  our  gunships and they were g e t t i n g  -- w e l l ,  a f t e r  t h e i r  
pas ses ,  they would drop down r e a l  low, I guess ,  t o  s e e  what 
they had. So I en te red  t h e  a r e a  no r th  of t h e  road ,  and based 
upon how much f u e l  I had,  u n t i l  about 0930. W e  went back and 
r e fue led .  I had t o  because I h a d n ' t  t h a t  much f u e l .  I ' d  s ay  
we l e f t  t h e  a r e a  about 0830 t o  0845, went back t o  D o t t i e ,  
r e f u e l e d ,  came back down. I t  had t o  be p r e t t y  soon when I 
g o t  back i n  t h e  a r e a ,  approximately 09 30 when I r an  ac ross  
the  d i t c h .  E i t h e r  my crew ch ie f  o r  gunner s p o t t e d  it f i r s t .  
I came back and hovered over  it, saw t h a t  t h e r e  were bodies  
i n  it a l i v e .  So I se t  down j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  d i t c h ,  
and I t a l k e d  t o  the  s e r g e a n t  about it, and he s a i d  h e ' d  t a k e  
c a r e  of it. I must have s t a y e d  on t h e  ground 5 o r  10 minutes 
t a l k i n g  t o  him. I ' d  say  from 0945 u n t i l  1000 hours  w e  
were j u s t  reconning t h e  v i l l a g e  because t h e  o t h e r  gunships 
had moved o u t .  W e  could g e t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  immediate 
a r e a  around. I t  w a s  about  1000 hours when my c r e w  ch ie f  
s p o t t e d  t h e  k ids  i n  t h e  bunker. So I c a l l e d  t h e  s h i p  and 
t o l d  them I was going t o  set  down h e r e  because I saw f r i e n d l i e s  
approaching t h e  bunker. T h a t ' s  when I s e t  down and t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ,  CALLEY, and I guess I was t h e r e  about 
from 1000 t o  1030. And from 1030 t o  1045 j u s t  reconning 
t h e  v i l l a g e  and s e e i n g  a l l  what was around. Went back t o  
t h e  d i t c h  a f t e r  about 1045, s t a y e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  about  1100 
when ANDREOTTA went down and g o t  t h e  boy out .  It took u n t i l  
about  1115 t o  g e t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Stayed on t h e  ground 
about  30 o r  45 minutes t h e r e .  So t h a t  pu t  us back a t  D o t t i e  
about  1200 o r  1215. 

Q. The one a c t i o n  you d i d  no t  provide a t i m e  f o r  was 
when you saw t h e  c a p t a i n ,  and t h e  g i r l ,  and t h e  wounded on 
t h e  road. 

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  p u t  t h e  t i m e  I a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  
a r e a  t o  about  0915 o r  something. I t  was r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h i s  
because I had marked t h e  wounded b e f o r e  I marked t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Y e s .  

A. And t h a t ' s  when I go t  a l i t t l e  upse t  when I found 
what had happened t o  t h e  wounded. I could have a l r eady  s a t  
down and t o l d  him about t h e  d i t c h .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i n  which 
o r d e r  t h i s  s t u f f  came i n ,  s i r .  I know t h e r e  was a reason i n  
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mind t o  go back and check t h e  d i t c h  t o  see i f  anybody was 
s t i l l  a l i v e  i n  t h e  d i t c h  because  peop le  who w e r e  wounded 
b e f o r e  t h e n  -- I went back t o  check them o u t  l a t e r  and t h e y  
were dead a t  t h a t  t i m e  -- when I went back t h e  second t i m e  
t o  check t h e  wounded o u t .  I c a n ' t  s a y  how t h e y  d i e d .  

Q - So y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  i f  you went t o  t h e  d i t c h  f i r s t  
and t h e n  s a w  t h e  wounded, o r  whe ther  you saw t h e  wounded and 
t h e n  went t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t .  I t h o u g h t  I s a w  
t h e  wounded o u t s i d e  of t h e  d i t c h  f i r s t .  

Q. The t h r e e  o r  f o u r  on t h e  road  and t h e  one g i r l  --
a r e  t h o s e  t h e  ones  we're r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And where t h e  c a p t a i n  came up and t ook  a c t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

The b e s t  t h a t  I can remember, I saw t h e  wounded 
b e f o r e  t h e  d i t c h .  

9 - That  would p u t  i t ,  t h e n ,  from about  0915 o r  t h e r e -
abouts?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h a t  about  wraps it up. W e  w i l l  ask  you,
however -- as f a r  a s  marking t h e  p l a c e s  when w e  g e t  t h e  a i r  
photo  and a l a r g e  s c a l e  drawing -- w e  w i l l  a sk  you t o  p l o t  
it. 

A. I ' l l  do my b e s t ,  s ir .  When y o u ' r e  hove r ing  down 
on t h e  ground below a l o t  o f  t h e  t rees ,  do a couple  of f a s t  
t u r n s  and a l o t  o f  t i m e s  you g e t  messed up on - y o u r  d i r e c t i o n ,  
and e s p e c i a l l y  d i s t a n c e s .  

Q Aside from the s i t u a t i o n  where you saw t h e  c a p t a i n ,
d i d  you see where an i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  k i l l e d  e i t h e r  p u r p o s e f u l l y  
o r  o the rwi se?  I t ' s  q u i t e  immate r i a l  which;  d i d  you s e e  any-
body e lse  k i l l  anybody o r  s h o o t  anybody? 

(THOMPSON) 35 APP T-3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. J u s t  as I mentioned awhi le  ago,  t h e  s e r g e a n t  ap-
peared t o  be  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  and I was t o l d  h e  was 
s h o o t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h .  I heard  a weapon. I j u s t  g o t  a 
glimpse and I saw him p o i n t i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  I 9aw it. 

Q id you mark t h e s e  wounded w i t h  smoke grenades?
Did you s e e  anybody going i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s  t o  grenade them, 
t o  f i r e  weapons a t  them, o r  o therwise?  

A. I saw them going towards them, b u t  I d i d n ' t  s t a y  
around. I saw t h e  c a p t a i n  coming over  t h a t  way. To t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge s h e  ( t h e  wounded woman) w a s  i n  a rice 
f i e l d ,  a s  I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  and t h e  smoke had gone o u t  by t h e  
t ime  they  g o t  t h e r e .  And t hey  wanted me t o  come o v e r ,  and 
I ' d  gone back and popped more smoke on h e r .  But t h e  o t h e r s ,  
I j u s t  saw t h e  people  s t a r t i n g  t o  go ove r  t o  h e l p  them, and 
I d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e .  I j u s t  f lew around t h e  area. 

Q But t hey  were wounded when you saw them, and when 
you s a w  them la te r  they  were dead? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  I can 't say  whether t h e y  d i e d  of  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  wounds o r  n o t .  

Q Y e s ,  I unders tand t h a t .  But you d i d  n o t  see any-
body shoo t  them? 

A. No, s ir .  

(2. Did you s e e  any gunships  work over  t h e s e  people  
you had marked w i t h  smoke? 

A. I saw a p a i r  of gunships working o u t  i n  t h e  immed-
i a t e  a r e a  of where t h e  dead and wounded were. Now when t h e y  
s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  down a s  low a s  t hey  were g e t t i n g ,  t h a t ' s  when 
w e  e l e c t e d  -- when we s a y  t h a t  -- t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  area. 
T h a t ' s  when w e  went o u t  t o  t h e  ocean and s t a y e d  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  road.  

Q When you had p u t  smoke on t h e s e  wounded peop le ,
d i d  any of t h e  gunships  come i n  t o  f i n i s h  them o f f  s o  t o  
speak? 
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A. S i r ,  I wouldn ' t  go i n t o  t h e  area u n t i l  t h e  gun-
s h i p s  l e f t ,  s i r .  

Q But you d i d n ' t  s e e  -- a f t e r  you p u t  smoke on them, 
you s a w  no a c t i o n  by gunships on t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A. There w a s  none, sir.  

Q Coming back t o  your  meeting wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON. 
Was anybody i n  t h e  room wi th  you b e s i d e s  Colonel  HENDERSON? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, s i r ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t .  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i t  was Colonel  HENDERSON I t a l k e d  t o .  I j u s t  
assumed t h a t  because when I was f i r s t  asked t h i s ,  something 
made me remember it was a f u l l  c o l o n e l .  The more I g e t  t o  
t h i n k i n g  about i t ,  s i r ,  t h e  more I s a y ,  was it a f u l l  c o l o n e l  
o r  was it a l i g h t  co lone l?  I ' m  a lmost  p o s i t i v e  it was a f u l l  
co lone l .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody 
else i n  t h e  room. Even iny crew c h i e f  s t a y e d  o u t s i d e .  

Q- D i d  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  a f t e r  he  f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  wi th  
you,  d i d  h e  e v e r  t a l k  t o  your  crew c h i e f  o r  your  o t h e r  gunner 
t h a t  morning? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  because both o f  us had gone up t h e r e ,  and 
I went i n  f i r s t  and t h e  o t h e r  s t a y e d  o u t s i d e .  I c a n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  i f  bo th  of  them went w i t h  me o r  what ,  b u t  I remember one 
of  them walked up t h e r e  w i t h  m e .  

Q =  Who would t h a t  have been? 

A. E i t h e r  COLBURN o r  ANDRXOTTA, s i r .  I t h i n k  it was 
COLBURN, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I t  was probably b o t h  of  them, 
b u t  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  s ir .  

Q Would you aga in  i n d i c a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you 
t o l d  Colonel  HENDERSON. You i n d i c a t e d  y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  you 
f a i r l y  w e l l  reviewed wi th  him what you had done and what you 
had seen  t h a t  morning. 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

a .  The p rev ious  morning? 
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A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  The day of the  i n s e r t i o n .  Yes, sir. 

a - And about what time of  day was t h i s  in terv iew? 
Was it i n  t h e  morning o r  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. I t  was i n  t h e  morning, I be l i eve .  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  how e a r l y  morning because I can' t remember i f  I Id gone 
ou t  on a mission and then  came back, and Major WATKE t o l d  m e  
t h a t  they wanted t o  s e e  m e  up the re .  I c a n ' t  say whether, 
say,  8 o r  11 o 'c lock .  

Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  r e p o r t  t h i s ?  

A. When I g o t  back o f f  the  mission. Well, I suppose 
word had g o t t e n  back over  t h e  r ad io ,  because I remember one 
time I t r i e d  t o  g e t  a medevac s h i p  o u t  the re .  I remember 
t h a t .  I t o l d  them t o  c a l l  and s e e  i f  they could g e t  a medevac 
ou t  f o r  t h e s e  people. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  reply  t h a t  came 
back. But then  I asked f o r  medics t o  come over and h e l p  
them. So a t  t h a t  time they might have known something. I 
know t h e  gunships,  one of t h e  gunships,  my gunship, made 
a r e a l  low pass  s o  he could s e e  t h e  dead. When I g o t  back 
I don' t remember i f  I went t o  Major WATKE f i r s t  o r  he asked 
me what went on o u t  t h e r e .  I s a i d  something e i t h e r  during 
t h e  opera t ion  o r  immediately a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion ,  a f t e r  I had 
evacuated t h e  k i d  t o  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l .  

Q That  would be about noon on t h e  16th? 

A. Noon o r  be fo re ,  s ir .  

Q - Yes. And do you r e c a l l  what you t o l d  him? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember my exact  words. I 
thought something was wrong. I t  kind of made me susp ic ious ,  
you know. The only t h i n g  t h a t  made i t  give  me a second 
thought was how s o  many bodies  go t  i n  the  d i t c h .  And I 
s t i l l  d o n ' t  know how they g o t  t h e r e  o r  why they  were the re .  
I have thought of every  way they could have poss ib ly  g o t t e n  
t h e r e ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  come up wi th  anything, you know, t h a t  
I could understand. 

Q. How many bodies  would you es t ima te  were i n  t h e  
d i t c h  again? 
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A. Between 50 and 1 0 0 .  I mean, t h a t ' s  a wide gap. 

Q Y e s ,  I understand.  So you r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t o  Major 
WATKE? 

A. I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r ,  I gave a h i g h e r  number 
than t h a t ,  b u t  I ' m  no t  s u r e .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody a f t e r  you went back t o  
Chu Lai?  You f lew t h a t  a f te rnoon provid ing  cover  t o  t h e  
e a s t  of t h e r e ,  which you i n d i c a t e d  yes t e rday .  

A. Say aga in ,  sir.  

Q On t h e  a f te rnoon of t h e  16 th  a f t e r  you had gone
back t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  e a t  and t o  r e f u e l  and so  f o r t h ,  t h a t  
a f te rnoon,  you flew your aero-scout ope ra t ion  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of  My La i  v i l l a g e  suppor t ing  t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - And from t h e r e  you e v i d e n t l y  -- d i d  you go back t o  
Chu Lai t h a t  n i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I went back t o  Chu L a i .  

Q Did you t a l k  t o  anybody t h e r e ?  

A. I probably d i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  I mean I d o n ' t  remember 
who it was. I t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s .  I t h i n k  
w e  were a t  t h e  c lub  and t h e  chap la in  was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
and me and somebody was t a l k i n g ,  and he  asked what had hap-
pened. But I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  anybody o f f i c i a l  about  it. 

Q =  But you had r epor t ed  it t o  Major WATKE, your com-
manding o f f i c e r ?  

A. Yes, s i x .  

Q When you came back t h e  fo l lowing  day t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
w e r e  you t a l k e d  t o  by Colonel BARKER ox by General YOUNG o r  
by anybody? 
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A .  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  any g e n e r a l s ,  s ir .  

Q The on ly  person  you t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  day w a s  t h e  
c o l o n e l ?  . 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  c o l o n e l .  

Q - Subsequent t o  t h i s  t i m e ,  l e t ' s  say  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of March o r  A p r i l  and s o  on,  d i d  anybody e v e r  c o n t a c t  
you t o  o b t a i n  a s t a t emen t?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q- To i n t e r v i e w  you? 

A. The n e x t  person  t o  t a l k  t o  m e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
knowledge, was t h e  I G  i n  Washington. 

Q And t h i s  was when? Approximately June  o f  t h i s  
y e a r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  June.  

Q But nobody c o n t a c t e d  you wh i l e  you w e r e  i n  South 
Vietnam? 

A. N O ,  s i r .  

Q I am going t o  show you some c a r d s  which a r e  i s s u e d  
i n  South Vietnam. I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether  you have 
seen  t h e s e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q H e r e  i s  a copy, t h i s  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 2 ,  o f  a c a r d  
which was i s s u e d  by MACV, f r o n t  s i d e  on page 1 and t h e  back 
s i d e  on page 2 .  

A. These t h i n g s  -- I ' v e  s een  something t h a t  resembles  
t h i s  an awful l o t ,  s ir .  W e  g o t  a bunch of  c a r d s  when we f i r s t  
g o t  i n t o  coun t ry ,  and they  s a i d ,  "Read them," and w e  r ead  them. 
So I would ven tu re  t o  s a y  t h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  c a r d s .  
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Q a  And I show you a ca rd ,  a comparable c a r d ,  a c t u a l l y  
a f o l d i n g  c a r d ,  t h e  f r o n t  and back,  and t h i s  i s  i n s i d e  ( i n -
d i c a t i n g )  . This  i s  E x h i b i t  M - 3 .  This  i s  t h e  c a r d ,  "Know 
Your Enemy. " 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  appears  t o  be  ano the r  of  t h e  ca rds  
I had. I t h i n k  I s t i l l  g o t  mine home somewhere, b u t  I ' m  n o t  
s u r e .  

10: Do you have anyth ing  you 'd  l i k e  t o  b r i n g  up? 

MR WEST: J u s t  a moment. 

10: W e ' l l  t a k e  a s h o r t  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  0918 hour s ,  4 December 
1969 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  4 December 
1969.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  who were p r e s e n t  when 
t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

MR WEST: M r .  THOMPSON, I have some b l ack  and whi te  photo-
graphs  of  o f f i c e r s  whom I w i l l  i d e n t i f y  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r .  I have them p a r t i a l l y  covered s o  t h a t  no names 
are e v i d e n t .  Would you t a k e  a look a t  t h e s e  and s e e  i f  you 
see o r  r ecogn ize  any one among them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
I

(Pause) 

I recognize  a l l  o f  them excep t  one,  sir.  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  cou ld  you i d e n t i f y  them s t a r t i n g  a t  
t h e  l e f t  a s  you look a t  them. For t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e r e  a r e  
f i v e  photographs l a i d  o u t  on t h e  t a b l e  and t h e  w i t n e s s  i s  
examining them. 
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A. The one on my l e f t  i s  Major CALHOUN. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
about  t h e  n e x t  one. The t h i r d  and c e n t e r  one i s  a Major 
MCKNIGHT,  I b e l i e v e .  The n e x t  one,  t h a t  would b e  t h e  f o u r t h  
one,  i s  Captain  -- I d o n ' t  know how t o  pronounce h i s  name. 
I know h i s  f ace .  

Q m  
Can you approximate h i s  name? 

A. It  w a s  KOTOUC o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q I t  s tar ts  w i t h  a K? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it sounds l i k e  a K .  H e ' s  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  
o u t s i d e ,  s i r .  And t h e  l a s t  one i s  a c o l o n e l ,  l i g h t  c o l o n e l .  
BLACKLEDGE, o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I c a l l  him "Blackie ."  

Q When d i d  you g e t  acqua in ted  w i t h  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s ?  

A .  Yesterday,  s ir .  

Q. Did you know any of them i n  Vietnam? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  knowing them, no,  s i r .  I ' d  p robably  
seen  them, you know, where t hey  worked. I knew t h e y  were i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a ,  sir.  

Q How about  t h e  second one from t h e  l e f t ?  You 
d i d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him b e f o r e ?  

A. I could  t a k e  a w i ld  guess who he  i s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
s a y  I can i d e n t i f y  him -- whether I ' v e  s een  him b e f o r e ,  sir.  
I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: 1'11 i d e n t i f y  t h e  photographs f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  a 
l i t t l e  l a t e r .  (Photographs l a t e r  marked and e n t e r e d  i n t o  
ev idence  as E x h i b i t s  P-49 t h r u  P-53.) 

10: Before  w e  c l o s e  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  M r .  THOMPSON, I ' d  
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Like you t o  t h i n k  back t o  anyth ing  you t h i n k  i s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  My L a i ,  and t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of i t ,  o r  t h e  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i n g  of it t h a t  you would c o n s i d e r  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h i s  
ca se .  Anything you would l i k e  t o  say  o r  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record,  

A. No, sir.  I have t o l d  you what I saw and what 
a c t i o n  I took .  And t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  I hea rd  about  it u n t i l  
I r ead  -- I t h i n k  it was a magazine t e l l i n g  about each u n i t  
i n  t h e  Americal .  They g o t  t o  t h e  11 th  Brigade and t h a t  was 
t h e i r  b i g g e s t  b a t t l e .  I s o r t  of laughed over  t h a t .  

Could you i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  w i t n e s s e s ,  s i r .  

MR WEST: I know who t h e y  a r e .  

A. I j u s t  t hough t ,  s i r ,  they  would go on t h e  r eco rd  
w i t h  my tes t imony.  

MR WEST: It w i l l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  neces sa ry  t o  i d e n t i f y  
them now. You w e r e  c o r r e c t  i n  each one o f  t h o s e  t h a t  you 
i d e n t i f i e d .  

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  

I0 : When you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
view, can you g ive  m e  your  g e n e r a l  impress ion  o f  t h e  i n t e r -  
view? Whether you were t e l l i n g  him o r  whether  you were an-
swering q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  whether h e  was d i s t r a u g h t  -- t h e  gen- 
e ra l  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e rv i ew?  

A. H e  seemed i n t e r e s t e d ,  sir .  

Q. Did h e  ask you what happened? Was h e  a sk ing  ques- 
t i o n s ,  o r  how d i d  t h i s  a l l  come ou t?  

A.  I t h i n k  h e  asked m e ,  you know, l i k e  what I had 
seen ,  and he  asked me q u e s t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a couple  of 
t h i n g s .  You know, i t ' s  been a long  t i m e ,  s i r ,  s i n c e  I w a s  
i n  t h e r e ,  you know. I t  d i d n ' t  s t r i k e  a r e a l  g r e a t  impress ion 
on my mind, s i r ,  what I s a i d  back t h e n ,  e x a c t l y ,  you know. 
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MR WEST: You probably answered t h i s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  how long  
d i d  you spend w i t h  him? 

A. I t h i n k  it was about  20 t o  30 minutes ,  sir. 

Q. You went ove r  it p r e t t y  thoroughly w i t h  him, d i d  
you? 

A. What I had seen .  

Q Did h e  ask you q u e s t i o n s  about t h e  k i n d  o f  dead 
people  t h a t  you had seen?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I s a i d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  see b u t  t w o  o r  
t h r e e  d ra f t - age  males dead. B u t  I. c a n ' t  j u s t  -- it w a s  a l o t  
f r e s h e r  on my mind about  how many d ra f t - age  persons  I saw, 
b u t ,  s t i l l ,  it was f r e s h  on my mind s o  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  I 
probably would have mentioned t h a t  t o  him. But I c a n ' t  swear 
t h a t  I d i d .  

Q Was he  t h e  on ly  o f f i c e r  t h a t  i n t e rv i ewed  you on 
t h e  1 7 t h  o f  March? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c a n ' t  swear it w a s  Colonel  
HENDERSON. I was j u s t  assuming t h a t  it w a s  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

MR WEST: A l l  r i g h t ,  I unders tand.  

I 0  : L e t ' s  go o v e r  t h e s e  t h i n g s  aga in ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
what  you t o l d  him. Did you t e l l  him about t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  c a p t a i n  on t h e  ground and t h e  o t h e r  wounded around t h e  
a r e a ?  

A. I know I t o l d  him about t h e  c a p t a i n .  He s a i d ,  " D o  
you know who h e  i s ? "  and I s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know. How many 
c a p t a i n s  d i d  you have o u t  t h e r e  today?"  I t o l d  him I d i d n ' t  
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know t h e  man's name, "But I d o n ' t  know how many c a p t a i n s  you 
had o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day,  b u t  you probably d i d n ' t  have a l o t  
of them. '" 

Q. Did you t e l l  him about t h e  o t h e r  wounded t h a t  were 
n e a r  t h e r e  t h a t  you had marked wi th  smoke, and t h a t  you had 
seen?  The ones you had marked w i t h  smoke and t h e n  c a l l e d  f o r  
h e l p  t o  p rov ide  medical  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and when you came back 
they  were dead? 

A. I c a n ' t  swear t o  t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  I d i d .  

Q. Y e s .  Did you t e l l  him about  t h e  d i t c h  wi th  t h e  
bodies  i n  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you t e l l  him about  how many bod ie s  you though t  
were i n  t h e  d? . tch?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D i d  you t e l l  him t h a t  you had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  d i t c h  
t o  p ick  up t h e  one boy a t  a l a t e r  t i m e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you a l s o  t e l l  him about  t h e  bunker? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did you t e l l  him about your  conve r sa t ion  wi th  
t h e  people  n e a r  t h e  bunker? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  him my conve r sa t ion  com-
p l e t e l y .  I t o l d  him p a r t  of  i t .  

Q Y e s .  But d i d  you t e l l  him t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had --
t h a t  t h e y  had i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  t h e  only  way t o  g e t  them 
o u t  was t o  grenade them o u t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I c a n ' t  say  t h a t .  I f e e l  s u r e  I d i d ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  remember my e x a c t  words t o  t h i s  man, s i r .  But 
I know t h a t  it u p s e t  me q u i t e  a b i t  t h a t  day. You know, i t  
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d i d n ' t  u p s e t  m e ,  it j u s t  k i n d  of t e e d  me o f f ,  I guess  you 'd  
p u t  it. But I know good and w e l l  I ' d  mentioned i t  t o  him. 

Q Did you mention t o  him about  your  d i s c u s s i o n  with 
t h e  s e r g e a n t  a t  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A.  I f e e l  t h a t  I d i d ,  sir.  

Q Yes. What frame of  mind w e r e  you i n  when you 
t a l k e d  t o  him? Did you c o n s i d e r  y o u r s e l f  emot iona l ly  u p s e t  
a t  t h i s  p o i n t  of  t ime? Di s t r augh t?  Do you t h i n k  you w e r e  
c l e a r  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A.  I t h i n k  I p re sen ted  i t  t h e  b e s t  I could  a t  that 
t ime.  I ' d  s ay  I was u p s e t ,  o r ,  you know, d i s t u r b e d  o r  some-
t h i n g .  

Q Were you c ry ing?  

A. Oh, no. I w a s n ' t  c r y i n g ,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  you would 
l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record?  

A. No, sir. 

10: M r .  WEST? 

(MR WEST shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e . )  

Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: When you t a l k e d  t o  t h i s  o f f i c e r  on t h e  1 7 t h ,  do  
you r e c a l l  whether you t o l d  him about  t h e  s e r q e a n t  appa ren t ly  
shoo t ing  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  and what you saw, t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  To t h e  b e s t ,  you know, i n  my mind I f e e l  s u r e  I 
d i d ,  s i r .  There were j u s t  a few t h i n g s ,  you know, t h a t  were 
key t h i n g s .  I f  I a i n ' t  f o r g o t  about  them now, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I would have f o r g o t  about  them t h e  very n e x t  day ,  s i r .  
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a .  Now, you mentioned t h a t  you d i d  n o t  t e l l  him about 
what you had s a i d  t o  t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  on t h e  ground n e a r  t h e  
bunker. Is t h e r e  any reason  you d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h a t  w i th  
t h i s  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d i d n ' t  want t o  s ay  my e x a c t  words t o  
him 

Q Was it something unusua l  t h a t  w a s  s a i d  o r  done? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I look back on it now -- it was unusual .  

Q I f  you w i l l  t e l l  us about  it. 

I ' d  r a t h e r  n o t ,  sir. 

Q D o  you f e e l  t h a t  what t r a n s p i r e d  has  anyth ing  t o  
do w i t h  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

10: W e  w i l l  recess t empora r i l y .  

(Photographs o f  pe r sons  shown t o  w i t n e s s  were 
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t e r  by MR WEST a s ,  from l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  
photograph 1: MAJ Char les  C.  CALHOUN; photograph 2: COL Oran 
K.  HENDERSON; photograph 3: MAJ Robert  N .  MCKNIGHT; photo-
graph 4 :  CPT Eugene M. KOTOUC; photograph 5: LTC Richard 
K.  BLACKLEDGE. These photographs were l a t e r  marked and 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t s  P-49 t h r u  P-53, r e spec t -
i v e l y .  ) 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0935 hours ,  4 December 
1969.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0855 h o u r s ,  5 December 
1969 .)  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: .We have two a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t e r s  who w i l l  be sworn. 

(SP4 Vio la  L. PARRISH, and PV2 James HOLLAND, 
r e p o r t e r s ,  were sworn.) 

RCDR : The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  Hugh C. 
THOMPSON. 

(MR THOMPSON w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was re-
minded of h i s  o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

-

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

M r .  THOMPSON, you are reminded you a r e  s t i l l  under 
o a t h .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

RCDR: Are you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

RCDR : Counsel,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  your  name, S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, and o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I C  : Capta in  Kenneth JOHNSON, S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number 
474-50-2203, JAGC O f f i c e ,  MDW. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10:  Do you wish t o  i s s u e  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  neces sa ry  
f o r  counse l  ( speak ing  t o  COL MILLER)? 

COL MILLER: Y e s ,  s i r ,  and a l s o  p i c k  up on my q u e s t i o n i n g .  

Q M r .  THOMPSON, y e s t e r d a y  I asked you i f  a t  your 
1 7  March 1968 meeting wi th  e i t h e r  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  
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Lieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  you t o l d  a l l  t h a t  
t r a n s p i r e d  between you and t h e  o f f i c e r  you saw n e a r  t h e  
bunker n e a r  My L a i  ( 4 )  on 16 March 1968. You s a i d  t h a t  you 
had n o t  r e l a t e d  a l l  o f  what w a s  s a i d ,  and yoz>s a i d ,  a l s o ,  
you d i d  n o t  want t o  r e l a t e  p a r t  of  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  a l though 
you s a i d  it might have some va lue  i n  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A t  
t h a t  p o i n t  we r eces sed  and you were provided w i t h  counse l ,  
Captain  JOHNSON, who i s  p r e s e n t  wi th  you t h i s  morning. Now, 
i s  t h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  c o r r e c t  accord ing  t o  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. . No, s ir .  I s a i d  it wouldn ' t  have any th ing  t o  do 
wi th  t h i s .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Our r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  
on t h a t ,  b u t  you d i d  s a y ,  however, t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  want t o  r e l a t e  w i thou t  t a l k i n g  t o  
counsel .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Have you now had t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  your  counsel?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And are you now ready t o  proceed? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- W i l l  you now a t  t h i s  t i m e  be w i l l i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t o  
us t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  between you and t h e  l i e u t e n -
a n t  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h a t  were n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r  who 
ques t ioned  you on t h e  1 7 t h  of March 1968 a t  LZ D o t t i e .  

(Witness and counse l  confer red . )  

A. I landed t o  t a l k  a t  t h a t  t ime t o  what I took t o  
be an o f f i c e r  t o  t e l l  him t h a t  t h e r e  was women and k i d s  h i d -
den i n  a bunker t h a t  f r i e n d l i e s  were approaching.  And I 
asked them i f  t h e r e  was any way they  could g e t  them o u t ,  and 
he  s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  only  way h e  could  g e t  
them o u t  was w i t h  a hand grenade.  I t o l d  him he  had j u s t  
b e t t e r  s t o p  h i s  t r o o p s  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  I could  g e t  them 
o u t  w i thou t  u s ing  any hand grenades ,  I thought .  A s  t o  t h e  
e x a c t  words t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  I do n o t  remember. From one 
a r t i c l e  I r ead  i n  t h e  pape r ,  which i s  s t r i c t l y  h e a r s a y ,  h e  
was supposed t o  have e i t h e r  t o l d  h i s  men, "Well, t h a t  h e l i -
c o p t e r  p i l o t  i s  awful mad, b u t  I don 't g ive  a damn because 
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h e ' s  n o t  running t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  show." A s  t o  my e x a c t  
words t o  him, I do n o t  know, s i r .  

Q Could you t e l l  us what happened a s  you b e s t  r eco l -
l e c t ,  n o t  from t h e  newspapers,  b u t  from t h e  t i m e  i t s e l f ?  

A. I j u s t  d i d ,  sir.  I t o l d  him t o  s t o p  h i s  t r o o p s  
a f t e r  he  t o l d  me t h e  on ly  way he  could g e t  them o u t ,  and he 
s topped  them. My crew c h i e f  and gunner were o u t s i d e  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  a l s o ,  and I walked a c r o s s  a r i c e  paddy towards the 
t r e e  l i n e  t h e  bunker was i n .  I g o t ,  oh,  I would say  w i t h i n  
10 o r  15 meters  of  t h e  tree l i n e  and motioned f o r  them t o  
come o u t .  A s  t hey  came o u t ,  I ga the red  them i n  a l i t t l e  
group, and I c a l l e d  f o r  my low gunship and s a i d :  "I g o t  
some people  down h e r e .  Can you come i n  and t a k e  them o u t  
f o r  m e  and g e t  them o u t  of t h i s  a r e a ? "  

Q And t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  happened? There were no o t h e r  
words o r  a c t i o n s ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge today ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was 
no words t h a t  I can r e c a l l  between myself and t h e  man who 
appeared t o  b e  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  

Q Any o t h e r  a c t i o n s  taken?  

A.  The gunship came i n .  The one s h i p  came i n ,  took 
h a l f  o f  them o u t ,  went and dropped them o f f ,  and t h e n  came back 
and g o t  t h e  rest  o f  them. And I d i d n ' t  s ay  any th ing  e l s e  t o  
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge today ,  s i r .  

10: May I ask what i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between what you 
s a i d  b e f o r e  and what you r e l a t e d  t h i s  morning? I f i n d  n o t h i n g  
new i n  what you s a i d .  

A .  S i r ,  p a r t  of  t h e  reason  I wanted counse l  i s  t h a t  
I had misunderstood t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

Q I t h i n k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was, "What d i d  you say  t o  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t ? " ,  a f t e r  w e  i d e n t i f i e d  him a s  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY. 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q .  And you had i n d i c a t e d  what h e  had s a i d ,  and sub-
sequent  a c t i o n  which i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  what came up he re .  
Subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime ,  w e  had t aken  you back t o  what you 
had s a i d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON a t  t h e  t ime Colonel  HENDERSON 
i n t e r r o g a t e d  you. Did you t e l l  Colonel  HENDERSON t h a t  you 
t o l d  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  t o  s t o p  h i s  t r o o p s ,  t h a t  you would go 
and g e t  t h e  people  ou t  of t h e  bunker? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  approaching 
2 y e a r s  now, s o  I know i f  I remembered now t h a t  I would 
have done it then  because it was e i t h e r  t h e  nex t  day o r  
t h e  day a f t e r  when I was in t e rv i ewed  by t h e  c o l o n e l ,  I be-
l i e v e .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any form of a l t e r c a t i o n  o r  argument be-
tween you and L ieu tenan t  CALLEY o r  anybody else t h e r e  o t h e r  
than  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when you s a i d  t h a t  you could  g e t  them o u t ,  
t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e  on ly  way t o  g e t  them o u t  was 
by hand grenades .  Was t h e r e  anyth ing  -- were t h e r e  any 
t h r e a t s  o r  any th ing  else on t h e  p a r t  of  anybody t h a t  you 
know o f ?  

A. When I go t  o u t  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I t o l d  my crew 
ch ie f  and gunner t o  make s u r e  I was covered r e a l  c l o s e .  

Q .  From t h a t ,  I t a k e  i t ,  you expec ted  -- you were 
be ing  covered r e a l  c l o s e .  Were you i n f e r r i n g  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  VC o r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  something t h a t  might have 
been done t o  you from t h e  U.S. s i d e ?  

A.  I was wor r i ed  about g e t t i n g  s h o t ,  s i r ,  because 
when .I walked over  t o  where t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  were i f  
t h e  enemy would have s t a r t e d  s h o o t i n g  I would have been i n  
a c r o s s f i r e  from t h e  f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  because I was between 
where t h e  enemy was supposed t o  have been and where o u r  
f r i e n d l y  t r o o p s  were ,  s i r .  

Q .  Were you a f r a i d  of g e t t i n g  s h o t  by o u r  own f o r c e s  
o r  by t h e  enemy? What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i s  when you s a i d  
t h i s  t o  your  doorgunners ,  were t h e y  p r o t e c t i n g ,  would they  
be cover ing  you from t h e  f r i e n d l y  o r  t h e  enemy s i d e ?  O r  bo th?  

A. They were cove r ing  me from bo th  s i d e s ,  s i r .  But 
I ' m  no t  s ay ing  they  were cover ing  me from o u r  t r o o p s .  C h a r l i e  
could have been behind our  t r o o p s  a l s o ,  s i r .  
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MR WEST: Did L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY t h r e a t e n  you w i t h  h i s  M-16 
o r  any o t h e r  way a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  No, sir .  

Q 'Did h e  p o i n t  h i s  M-16 a t  you? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  have any weapons p o i n t e d  a t  m e .  
H e  might have been s t a n d i n g  wi th  t h e  -- h e  d i d n ' t  have it 
thrown over  h i s  shoulder .  I mean, I ' m  s u r e  h e  had it i n  h i s  
hand. But it w a s n ' t  t r a i n e d  on myse l f ,  sir. 

Q • Was t h i s  PFC COLBURN cover ing  you w i t h  h i s  M-60? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Both my crew c h i e f  and my gunner bo th  
had M-60's .  

'I0 : I ' d  l i k e  t o  have you r e p e a t :  when you l o c a t e d  the 
body, o r  one wounded i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  
and you c a l l e d  i n  t o  g e t  somebody over  t o  p rov ide  medical  as -
s i s t a n c e ,  and a c a p t a i n  came upon t h e  scene, you had been 
hover ing  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y .  How f a r  back d id  you 
a c t u a l l y  -- how f a r  away d i d  you a c t u a l l y  move your h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. I ' d  s a y  about  50 t o  100 f e e t .  I don ' t - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  D i d  you have c l e a r  v i s i o n  of  
what was going on on t h e  ground? 

A.  Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Did you hover your  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  such an a t t i t u d e ,  
and such a p o s i t i o n  and l o c a t i o n  t h a t  you a t  a l l  t i m e s  cou ld  
s e e  what w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  I w a s .  

Q Would you r e p e a t  aga in  what took p l a c e  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  The c a p t a i n  walked o u t  t h a t  way, and h e  had a couple  
people  behind him--
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Q .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you r e c a l l  whether  any of t h o s e  
people  had r a d i o s  on t h e i r  backs? You can normal ly  s p o t  
them from t h e i r  antenna.  

A. I know, sir.  I r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  sir.  To t h e  b e s t  o f  my 
knowledge today ,  s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  t h e y  d i d ,  and I c o u l d n ' t  
say  they  d i d n ' t .  I mean t h a t ' s  where a  r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  should 
have been,  b u t  whether  h e  was t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know, and I 
c o u l d n ' t  answer t h a t  because ,  you know, l e t t i n g  knowledge of  
how something was supposed t o  have been i s  more t h a n  what 
I a c t u a l l y  saw, sir.  

Q W e l l ,  t e l l  m e  a c t u a l l y  what t r a n s p i r e d  o r  what you 
s a w ,  what you t h i n k  t r a n s p i r e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Capta in  MEDINA 
and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  ground? 

A. H e  walked,  t h e  c a p t a i n  -- and I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  it 
was Capta in  MEDINA -- walked up t o  h e r ,  nudged t h e  wounded 
person ,  and s t epped  back about 4 o r  5 paces .  I d o n ' t  
know whether h e  backed s t r a i g h t  up o r  s ideways,  i f  you under-
s t a n d  what I mean, t h e n  s h o t  some rounds i n t o  h e r  body. The 
body was moving though,  you know, l i k e  you could  t e l l  it was 
a l i v e .  

Q You d o n ' t  know whether  h e  j u s t  backed -- you are 
unable  t o  s a y  whether  he j u s t  backed up o r  t u r n e d  t o  walk 
away? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, s i n c e  o u r . l a s t  s e s s i o n  
w e  have o b t a i n e d  a copy of an a e r i a l  photo of  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  
a r e a  which h a s  been e n t e r e d  a s  an E x h i b i t  P-1 i n t o  t h e  record .  
This  copy w e  w i l l  c a l l  E x h i b i t  P-1A. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo -- l e t  
m e  g e t  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e r e  (moving some i t ems  from i n  f r o n t  of  
t h e  w i t n e s s  and p l a c i n g  E x h i b i t  P-1A i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s ) .  
O r i e n t  y o u r s e l f .  This  i s  My L a i  ( 4 )  V i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

I ' m  going t o  ask you t o  mark s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  on t h i s  
map fo l lowing  your  a c t i v i t i e s  subsequent  t o  your  a r r i v a l  on t h e  
scene.  Do you recogqize  t h i s  a s  be ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai?  
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May we have a p e n c i l  f o r  him t o  mark t h e  map? 

(A p e n c i l  was handed t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

Would it h e l p  t o  have a map a t  t h e  same time? 

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e  .) 

Here ' s  t h e  map. 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  show t h e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) - -

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  That i s  t h e  H i l l  85  which you have 
been r e f e r r i n g  t o .  My Lai  ( 4 )  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , H i l l  85 
here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  coming o f f  from it. 

I h a v e n ' t  go t  any depth percept ion .  

Q . You can s e e  it from t h e  t e r r a c e s  t h e r e  and t h e  
land  form ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A .  This  looks l i k e  My Lai ( 4 )  t o  me, s ir .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  What was t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  you d i d  i n  
t h e  morning? A s  I r e c a l l  south of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  o r  t h e  ham-
let, you had picked up an i n d i v i d u a l  running o u t  of t h e  town? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Who went i n t o  a t r e e  l i n e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  where t h a t  i s  loca ted?  

A. How do you want me t o  i n d i c a t e  it. 

Q Mark it wi th  a number 1 and t e l l  t h e  r e p o r t e r  what 
you a r e  doing. 

A. Marking on t h e  map number 1 t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h e  Vie t  Cong wi th  t h e  
weapon ran i n t o .  

Q Would you mark a c i r c l e  around i t ,  p lease?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q. And t h a t  was approximately what t ime? Put t h e  
t i m e  a long s i d e  of it. 

A. Approximately 0730 hour s ,  s ir  (marking on P -1 ) .  

Q 9 Good. What was t h e  n e x t  a c t i o n  t h a t  you had? 

A. T e l l  t h e  gunships t h a t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  s u s p e c t ,  
and they  s a i d  t h e y  would r o l l  i n  on it. 

Q* And what d i d  you do a f t e r  t h a t ? .  

A. I climbed up t o  some a l t i t u d e  s o  t h e  gunships 
could work o u t  and I wouldn ' t  b e ,  you know, i n  t h e i r  l i n e  
of f i r e .  

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  

A. And r i g h t  about t h a t  t i m e  t h e  gun -- and t h a t  w a s  
t h e  gun t h a t  I presume e s c o r t e d  t h e  s l i c k s  i n  -- was working 
o u t  a long t h i s  t r a i l  l e a d i n g  i n t o  fily L a i  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and 
i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  -- between My Lai  and t h e  Highway 521. 
So we s t a r t e d  reconning sou th  of  t h e  highway, H i l l  85. 

Q- Y e s .  Now, what was t h e  n e x t  major a c t i v i t y  you had? 
A s  I r e c a l l ,  it was working on t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  some mortar  
rounds -- s p o t t i n g  some mortar  rounds on t o p  of H i l l  85. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  s p o t t e d  approximately  40 mor ta r  rounds,  
c a l l e d  back t o  f i n d  ou t  what t h e y  wanted t o  do w i t h  them. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how long  it was b e f o r e  t hey  came back and s a i d ,  
you know, s e n t  ou r  Animals i n ,  o u r  i n f a n t r y  i n .  That  was 
t h e i r  c a l l  s i g n ,  Animal. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Tha t  was on -- you l e f t  t h e  scene  and 
where d i d  you go nex t?  

A. W e  j u s t  con t inued  a  recon and they  brought  ou r  
s l i c k  out-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Forge t  about  t h a t .  W e  've  g o t  t h a t .  
Where was t h e  n e x t  a c t i o n  t h a t  you took wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  My 
La i  ( 4 ) ?  
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A. On t h e  sou th  o f  t h e  highway, sir. I t  w a s  j u s t  a 
g e n e r a l  recon.  I ' m  b a s i n g  t h i s  on how much f u e l  I had and 
b a s i n g  it on when I went t o  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l .  So t h a t ' s  
where I ' m  g e t t i n g  a l l  my t imes  from. 

Q .  .I t h i n k ,  i n  your r e c o r d ,  t h e  nex t  t h i n g  you d i d  
w a s  t o  mark t h e  wounded sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i .  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where you marked 
t h e  wounded sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. There i s  more than  one l o c a t i o n ,  sir. D o  you want 
ne t o  use  d i f f e r e n t  numbers o r  t h e  same number j u s t  f o r  wounded 
personne l?  

Q No, mark t h e  f i r s t  -- mark wi th  your  number 2 where 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c a p t a i n  took p l a c e .  

A. Yes, s i r .  I can '  t t e l l  what rice paddy h e  was i n ,  
s i r .  I t  was between t h e  road and t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q Can you p ick  up t h e  road where you had i n d i c a t e d  
you had seen  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  bod ie s  l y i n g  on t h e  road?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would you s o  mark t h a t ?  

A. Mark it w i t h  a number 2 ,  s i r ?  

Q Yes (w i tnes s  s o  marked).  Now, would you p u t  a 
c i r c l e  around i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r  ( s o  marking).  

Q Now, t h o s e  a r e  Highway 521? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir, 

Q On t h e  major road? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q - Can you g ive  t h e  approximate l o c a t i o n  where the  
captain was? Remember, t h i s  i s  t h e  LZ over  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
This i s  t h e  LZ a rea .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And t h e  t roops were moving through t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  
the  e a s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 


Q - Well, pu t  t h a t  down as  t h e  number 3 then.  


A .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  an approximate loca t ion .  


Q =  General ly  t o  t h e  southwest of t h e  v i l l a g e  then? 


Q - Roughly about how f a r  would you es t ima te  t h a t  t o  
be? A hundred meters o r  s o  from t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Between 100 and 200 meters I ' d  say ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, what was your next  a c t i v i t y ?  

A. S p o t t i n g  t h e  wounded and dead i n  the  d i t c h ,  s i r .  

Q. The wounded I n  t h e  d i t c h .  Can you pick up the  
d i t c h  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. -Not  y e t ,  sir.  

Q. I show you t h i s  photo which i s  an enlargement of a 
p a r t i c u l a r  obl ique  photo of t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ,  and I would 
ask i f  you could o r i e n t  yourse l f  on t h i s  photo. This was 
taken from t h e  wes t  looking t o  t h e  e a s t .  And I would l i k e  
t h i s  en tered  i n t o  t h e  record as  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This  obl ique  photo looking west t o  e a s t  of My Lai  
( 4 )  is  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked as  Exh ib i t  P-45. 

Q. 	 To o r i e n t  you, q u i t e  obviously,  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  here  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  is  t h i s  s p o t  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  on the  map. So you 

would be 	looking genera l ly  from t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t o  t h e r e  
( ind ica t ing)  . 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

COL MILLER: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  show t h a t  General  PEERS i n d i c a t e d  
they  w e r e  looking  from t h a  w e s t  t o  t h e  east  o f  My L a i  V i l l a g e .  

Q Do you recognize  t h e  v i l l a g e  from t h a t  ang le?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q I have ano the r  aerial  photo ,  o b l i q u e  t a k e n  immed-
i a t e l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 )  which I would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR: This  photograph,  o b l i q u e  photoqraph,  i s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  record  and marked a s  E x h i b i t  P-46. 

Q DO you recognize  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ?  

A .  S i r ,  i s  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  a long  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  o r  
do you know, s i r ?  

Q I would n o t  t a k e  it t o  be  t h e r e .  I ' l l  ask you 
f i r s t  i f  you recognize  i t ?  

I0 : I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a b r i e f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  0925 h o u r s ,  5 December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  09 31  hour s ,  5 December 
1969 .) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  are 
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

(2 To t h e  b e s t  of  your  knowledge and r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
would you mark what you t h i n k  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where you 
s a w  t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I marked 
where it was. I marked it wi th  a number 4 .  
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10: The r eco rd  w i l l  show t h a t  he  i s  p u t t i n g  a number 
4 on t h e  map where,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  h i s  knowledge and r eco l -
l e c t i o n ,  t h e  d i t c h  was l o c a t e d  i n  which h e  s a w  t h e  bod ie s .  

A. From my r e c o l l e c t i o n  I c a n ' t  t e l l  e x a c t l y  where. 
I f e e l  t h a t  it was t h e r e .  

' Q. Right .  And a f t e r  l and ing  t h e r e  and hav ing  a  
s h o r t  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  a s e r g e a n t ,  as 1.r e c a l l ,  it was a ser-
geant  was it n o t ?  A co lo red  s e r g e a n t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. O r  a co lo red  s o l d i e r ?  

A .  A co lo red  s o l d i e r ,  sir.  

Q You depar t 'ed  t h e  a r e a ? .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You t h e n  -- t h e  n e x t  major obse rva t ion  a s  I r e c a l l  
i s  t h a t  you s p o t t e d  a bunker t h a t  women and c h i l d r e n  were i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- And you subsequent ly  landed  and t a l k e d  t o  a l i e u -
t e n a n t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I assumed h e  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t .  H e  was t o o  
young t o  be  a s e r g e a n t ,  b u t  he  looked l i k e  h e  w a s  i n  charge 
of t h i n g s .  

Q- But you subsequent ly  i d e n t i f i e d  him as L ieu tenan t  
Ca l ley?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Would you mark t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  bunker  w i t h  a 
number 5 and w i t h  a number 6 t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where you se t  
your h e l i c o p t e r  down? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  L e t  me look a t  t h i s  map. You say  t h i s  
photograph i s  t aken  from e a s t  t o  w e s t ,  r i g h t  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  
E x h i b i t  P-46) ? 
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Q. Th i s  photograph would be  t aken  from t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  where you j u s t  see t h e  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i -
c a t i n g ) .  You s e e  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  end o f  t h e  
v i l l a g e  you s e e  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  , and t h i s  i s  t a k e n  gener-
a l l y  from sou th - sou theas t  a c r o s s  t h e  p o i n t  of t h a t  i i t t l e  
ang le  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  S i r ,  when I s e t  my h e l i c o p t e r  down and 
had a conve r sa t ion  w i t h  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  and g o t  t h e  Vietnamese 
o u t ,  I remember t h e r e  w a s  trees on my l e f t  t h a t  s topped  r i g h t  
about even w i t h  my h e l i c o p t e r  o r  s l i g h t l y  i n  f r o n t  of  them. 
The t r e e s  on my r i g h t  went f u r t h e r  behind t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and 
I d o n ' t  know how f a r .  I know I w a s  s i t t i n g  on something of  a 
horseshoe  shape ,  n o t  a l l  t h e  way up i n  i t ,  b u t  j u s t  r i g h t  a t  
t h e . o p e n i n g ,  and t h e  gunship se t  down -- h e  se t  i n  an open 
f i e l d .  The t r e e  l i n e  had s topped  on bo th  s i d e s  where h e  s a t  
down. And look ing  a t  t h i s  now, t h e r e  are two p o s s i b l e  p l a c e s  
t h a t  I c a n ' t  be  p o s i t i v e .  I ' m  going t o  g ive  a number 5 as 
where I s a t  down, and a number 6 where t h e  bunker w a s .  Is 
t h a t  a l l  r i g h t ,  s i r ?  

Q A 1 1  r i g h t .  

A. And ano the r  t h i n g ,  when t h e  gunship had se t  down 
I remember t h e r e  was a group of t r e e s ,  you know, back ,  b u t  
he  was i n  a p r e t t y  l a r g e  r i c e  paddy s o  t h a t ' s ,  you know, what 
I ' m  us ing  -- t h i s  on. 

Q Is t h a t  p o i n t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  t h i s  p o i n t  h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  as I s a i d  
b e f o r e ,  my numbers, r e f e r  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge. 

I have a q u e s t i o n  h e r e ,  s i r ,  concerning t h e  map. 
Is t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  P-46) on t h i s  
map -- p i c t u r e ,  excuse me? 

Q W e l l ,  it c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  shown very c l e a r l y  on 
t h i s  p i c t u r e  because t h i s  g e n e r a l l y  i s  t h e  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
b u t  many of t h e  trees -- because o f  t h e  bombing t h a t  has  been 
going on i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  many of t h e  t r e e s  have been knocked 
down and denuded. T h i s  g e n e r a l l y  i s  t h a t  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
He re ' s  t h e  horseshoe r i g h t  t h e r e ,  you can s e e  it. But it 
d o e s n ' t  show up a s  c l e a r l y  a s  t h i s  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  
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A. Yes, s ir .  

Q m  This looks l i k e  i t ' s  p r e t t y  heavy bamboo. This 
would be roughly 100 meters from t h e  v i l l a g e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h i s  being roughly another  100 meters beyond it ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
150 ,  200 meters ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
A. I ' m  going t o  have t o  s t a y ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of  my know-
ledge, wi th  t h e  numbers I have. 

Q- Would you l i k e  t o  s t a t e  f o r  a  ma t t e r  of record 
whether o r  n o t  t h i s  i s  very c l e a r  t o  you as  f a r  a s  i d e n t i -
fy ing  t h e  spo t s?  

A. No, sir ,  i t ' s  n o t  c l e a r .  

Q I f  you were on t h e  ground o r  i f  you were f l y i n g  
i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  you nught do a b e t t e r  job i n  l o c a t i n g ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  I f  I w a s  t h e r e  I f e e l  s u r e  I could,  
you know, w i t h i n  a few passes  around, I could s p o t  every-
th ing  t h a t  w a s  t a l k e d  about. A s  I s a i d  t h e r e  was o t h e r  
spots  -- I was s i t t i n g  i n  something of a horseshoe,  t h e  way 
I took it, and my number 5 i n d i c a t i n g  where I put  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  down, according t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e  d o e s n ' t  look l i k e  t o o  
b ig  of a horseshoe. There is  another  s p o t  t h a t  does look 
l i k e  a l a r g e r  horseshoe, s o - - i t ' s  been a long t ime,  s i r .  

Q- You landed twice a t  the  d i t c h  as  I r e c a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A t  t h e  d i t c h  I landed once. I landed 
i n  t h e  same a r e a  a s  t h e  d i t c h ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  f a r ,  15 o r  20 
meters, from t h e  d i t c h  because t h e r e  was no Americans o r  
anybody except  f o r  t h e  Vietnamese o r  V i e t  Cong i n  the  d i t c h .  
So I d i d  s e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of a c t u a l l y  t h e  d i t c h  
where I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  colored  s o l d i e r ,  s ir .  

Q. 
2 and 3  
d i scuss i  
ber  3, s 

Would you mark down t h e  approximate t ime on po in t s  
t h a t  you had t h e  d i scuss ion  w i t h  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  o r  n o t  
.on, where you marked the  body f o r  the  cap ta in?  Num-
.outh of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Y e s ,  s ir .  Wait j u s t  a second please.  
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(Witness marked on E x h i b i t  P-1.) 

I have it marked, sir.  

Q Would yo=-mark t h e  approximate t i m e  when you landed 
a t  t h e  bunker? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  L e t  me back up. Which t i m e  d i d  you 
want m e  t o  mark t h e  d i t c h ?  

The f i r s t  t i m e .  

A. A 1 1  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q You re tu rned  t o  t h e  d i t c h  a second t i m e .  Would 
you a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  approximate t ime t h a t  you r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Yes, sir. This  w i l l  be i n d i c a t e d  a s  a t ime under 
t h e  t i m e - -

Q Correc t .  I t  i s  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  r eco rd ,  i s  it no t?  
The d i t c h  w i l l  have two t ime markings on it. One, t h e  f i r s t  
time he landed and t h e  second, t h e  second time h e  landed --
a t  which t ime he picked up a boy from t h e  d i t c h .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ,  a c h i l d  from t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you r e p e a t  t h e  t imes t h a t  you have marked 
on t h e  map? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  The t imes a r e  s t r i c t l y  by f i g u r i n g  o u t  
what t ime I b e l i e v e  I a r r i v e d  t h e r e  by memory, how much f u e l  
I had on board ,  and what t ime o r  t h e  approximate t ime I go t  
back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  s i r .  When I f i r s t  saw t h e  bodies  on t h e  
road and t h e  body t h e  c a p t a i n  came o u t  t o  was approximately 
0915 hours .  

Q What number i s  t h a t ?  

A. Number 2 and number 3 on t h e  p i c t u r e .  Number 4 
be ing  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  over  t h e  d i t c h  would be 0930 hours .  
Five and s i x  would be t h e  landing  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h e  
bunker l o c a t i o n .  I l a t e r  landed a t  t h e  d i t c h  a t  approximately 
1045 hours .  
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COL WILSON: What number i s  t h a t ?  

A. Back t o  number 4 ,  s i r .  W e  used t h e  same number 
on t h a t  one,  s i r .  

Q. When you were f l y i n g ,  d i d  you h e a r  a r e p o r t  of an 
a i r c r a f t  b e i n g  damaged and be ing  f o r c e d  down? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. When you l anded ,  d i d  you a t  any t i m e  i n s p e c t  your
a i r c r a f t ,  checking your r o t o r s ?  

A .  I remember down i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  t h i s  w a s  t h e  same day. I t  w a s n ' t  du r ing  t h e  
morning, b u t  I do remember going down i n  t h a t  a r e a  and check-
i n g  my a i r c r a f t  f o r  damage, s i r .  But I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  same day. 

Q. When you e i t h e r  l anded  a t  t h e  bunker and had t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY, o r  when you landed  t o  p ick  
up t h e  c h i l d  o u t  of  t h e  bunker ,  o u t  of t h e  d i tch- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Did you i n s p e c t  your a i r c r a f t  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t  s h u t  it down. I t  s t a y e d  running.  
I f  you want t o  check,  you d o n ' t  check w i t h  your  a i r c r a f t  run-
ning.  

Q - Y e s .  When you landed t o  p ick  up t h e  c h i l d  o u t  of  
t h e  d i t c h ,  d i d  you s e e  any o t h e r  Americans nearby? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q. When you were w i th  t h e  c a p t a i n  down a t  p o i n t  num-
b e r  3 ,  you 'd  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you s a w  some people  t h a t  were 
with him. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. How f a r  away would you say  t h e y  were? 

A. A s  b e s t  I can remember when they  were walking o u t  
t h e r e  t hey  were j u s t  about 5 t o  10 f e e t  behind him, sir.  
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Q - Were they s t i l l  t h e r e  when you saw t h e  a c t i o n  with 
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  g i r l ?  

A. yes ,  sir. 

10: M r .  WEST, do you have any ques t ions  you would 
l ike--

MR WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I do, sir. 

COL WILSON: I th ink  we should have h i m  s i g n  a s ta tement  
prepared from memory, s i g n  it, and pu t  t h e  d a t e .  

10: M r .  THOMPSON, d id  you s e e  t h e  c o l o r  photos and 
t h e  photos i n  a r ecen t  i s s u e  of L i f e  magazine? 

A. yes ,  sir. 

10: May I have t h e  photos? 

RCDR: Yes, s i r  (handing a group of photographs t o  t h e  
10) . 
Q I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e s e  photos t o  
r e f r e s h  your memory t o  s e e  -- my ques t ion  i n  asking i s  t o  
s e e  i f  you had seen any of t h e s e  bodies o r  can i d e n t i f y  
any of these  bodies  a s  those  t h a t  you marked on t h e  map. 

(Exh ib i t s  P-2 t h r u  P-25 shown t o  t h e  wi tness . )  

A. There i s  a p i c t u r e  t h a t ' s  been p r i n t e d ,  i t ' s  n o t  
i n  t h i s  book -- I thought  it was -- t h a t  I can i d e n t i f y .  
But I c a n ' t  t hese .  

10: May I have t h e  photos? 

RCDR: Yes, s i r .  

I0 : I w i l l  a l s o  show you black and white  reproduct ions 
of t h e  c o l o r  photos a l s o  repor ted  t o  have been taken by Ser-
geant  I-IAEBERLE, some of which appeared with t h e  co lo r  vers ion  
i n  Li fe  magazine, which I j u s t  showed you. These a r e  Exh ib i t s  
P-26 through P-42.  I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e s e  photos 
and while  you a r e  doing s o ,  we w i l l  t ake  a s h o r t  r ecess .  
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(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0954 hours ,  5 December 
1969 . I  

(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1010 hours ,  5 December 
1969 .) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hearing recessed a r e  
again p resen t  except  M r .  WEST. 

10: M r .  THOMPSON, be fo re  we took t h e  r e c e s s ,  I had 
given you two s e t s  of photos,  Exhib i t s  P-2 through P-25 and 
P-26 through P-42. You had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  someplace t h e r e  
was a photo which you would perhaps recognize.  Do you 
recognize any of t h e s e  photos? 

A. The ones P-2 through P-25-- 

Q. ( I n ~ e r p o s i n g )  The ques t ion  I was asking,  i f  you 
recognize any of t h e  bodies  i n  any of t h e  photos . i n  connection 
with t h e  bodies  and t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  which you have i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  the  a e r i a l  photo t h i s  morning. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I do. 

Q. Would you s o  i n d i c a t e .  

A. I t  was i n  the  one l abe led  P-26 through P-42, and 
the  p i c t u r e  has number 32 on it. I t  is  a p i c t u r e  of a woman 
crouched over  i n  a slumped forward kneel ing  p o s i t i o n ,  s i r .  

' 	 Q- And which i n d i v i d u a l  is  t h i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. She w a s  l y ing  on t h e  south s i d e  of Route 521, sir .  

Q. Is t h a t  one of the  bodies  you l abe led  number 
2 on Highway 521? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e r e  was o t h e r  bodies  on t h e  road. She 
was no t  on t h e  road; she was o f f  t h e  road,  s i r .  
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Q- The ones you marked on t h e  road,  w e r e  they  t h e  
wounded you had marked with smoke? 

A. One of them w a s ,  sir.  

Q - One of them was? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - Would you again -- t a k i n g  t h e  l a r g e  aerial  photo 
-- would you mark wi th  success ive  numbers t h e  o t h e r  areas 
where you had p u t  smoke on wounded ind iv idua l s?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h e  l a s t  number, I b e l i e v e  w a s  7 (mark-
i n g  on P-1) . 
COL WILSON: What was number 7? 

A.  A wounded person.  

Q. Did you mark t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  with smoke? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - Yes. 

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e  of t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  s i r .  And I p u t  
8 on Road 521, s ir .  

Q You a l s o  marked t h a t  one with smoke? . 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I d i d ,  s i r .  I ' m  no t  p s s i t i v e .  
I t  was not  hard t o  f i n d .  She was l ay ing  r i g h t  on t h e  main 
highway. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  I d i d  mark it w i t h  smoke, but--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  The o t h e r  two you i d e n t i f i e d ,  
they  were a l l  dead. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Number 8 was dead a f t e r  awhile t o o ,  s ir .  

Q Yes, I understand t h a t .  But when you marked 
wi th  smoke t h e  one on t h e  road,  t h i s  body was a l i v e ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you mark any o t h e r  spo t s  with smoke? 
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A .  No, sir.  

Q* Did you l i s t e n  i n  on t h e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  
t r a n s m i t t e d  t h e  message t o  t h e  commanding off ice:  of  C h a r l i e  
company t o  g e t  some people  t h e r e  t o  p rov ide  medical  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  wounded? 

A .  No, sir .  

Q. Did you g ive  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
may have weapons? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Could you i d e n t i f y  any o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  which you
marked w i t h  smoke? 

A .  No, sir. I remember popping smoke about  t h r e e  
o r  f o u r  t i m e s .  They were a l l ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  road ,  t o  i n c l u d e  on t h e  
road.  And d i d  you want me t o  mark where t h i s  woman was? 

Q The nex t  number w i l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
woman o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  photograph E x h i b i t  P-32. 

A .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  number 9 ,  and i t ' s  
j u s t  an approximate l o c a t i o n .  

I C  : J u s t  f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n  on t h e s e  p i c t u r e s - -

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d i d n lt ask him i f  h e  recognized 
t h e  photographs .  I ' m  only  i n t e r e s t e d  i f  h e  recognizes  any 
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  were t a k i n g  p l a c e  
i n  a p l a c e  where he had i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map. 

A. No, s i r .  Colonel  RODGERS would know what I ' m  
, t a l k i n g  abou t ,  I b e l i e v e .  

COL WILSON: WILSON? 

A. Excuse m e ,  Colonel  WILSON. I had d i s c u s s e d  
something w i t h  him b e f o r e .  One of t h e  p i c t u r e s  p e r t a i n s  
t o  i t ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
and I h a v e n ' t  marked it on t h e  map so--

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Then under t h o s e  c i rcumstances ,  
you 'd  b e t t e r  c l a r i f y  it. , 
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A.  It  h a s  been asked o f  m e  b e f o r e .  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  t h e  way it w a s  p u t ,  b u t  why I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
t h a t  many C h a r l i e s  t h e r e ,  o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  and 
I s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  d i d n ' t  make t o o  much s e n s e ;  people  s i t t i n g  
down and t a k i n g  smoke b reaks  w i th  t h e i r  s t e e l p o t s  o f f  i n  a 
h o t  a r ea .  One of your  photographs shows people  s i t t i n g  
down wi thou t  t h e i r  f i e l d  packs i n  r e l a x e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  s ir .  

Q - Can you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  group,  and can 
you i d e n t i f y  it by t ime?  

A. N O ,  sir.  

Q - Then it could  become q u i t e  i r r e l e v a n t .  

A. I j u s t  wanted,  you know--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s .  I t h i n k  it would p r e j u d i c e
t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  and , t h e r e f o r e ,  u n l e s s  you can i d e n t i f y  t h e  
e x a c t  s i t u a t i o n  and t i m e  and place--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  S i r ,  I couldn ' t do ' t h a t .  

Q - Because t h a t  w e l l  cou ld  be  o c c u r r i n g ,  l e t ' s  
s a y ,  a t  lunch b r e a k ,  o r  something on t h i s  o r d e r .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

10: Do you have anyth ing  you would l i k e  t o  a s k ,  
Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: No. 

10: I have one o t h e r  requi rement ,  I would l i k e  you 
t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Colonel  WILSON -- and it  w i l l  become 
p a r t  of t h e  r eco rd  i n c l u s i v e  w i t h  your t es t imony a long  w i t h  
t h i s  annota ted  a e r i a l  photo -- b u t  I would l i k e  you w i t h  
Colonel  WILSON t o  make o u t  a s i g n a l  diagram o f  your  com-
municat ions  which you used i n  t r a n s m i t t i n g  between your-
s e l f ,  your guns,  and o t h e r  people .  Colonel  WILSON can 
a s s i s t  you i n  making a diagram. So t h i s  w i l l  b e  under-
s t a n d a b l e .  

On t h a t  day? 

Q Only t h a t  day.  
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A. I c a n ' t  do i t ,  s i r .  I -- l e t  me e x p l a i n  b r i e f l y  
why. My a i r c r a f t  had one r a d i o  u s u a l l y .  One of  o u r  a i r -
c r a f t  had two r a d i o s ,  and I d o n ' t  remember i f  I was i n  an 
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  day t h a t  >.ad t h e  two r a d i o s .  I t h i n k  I was 
i n  one t h a t  had only one r a d i o ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  sir.  

COL WILSON: Then w e ' l l  make two diagrams.  

10: Why make two diagrams? 

COL WILSON: Then w e ' l l  know what h i s  communications system 
was i n  whichever a i r c r a f t  h e  was f l y i n g .  There a r e  only  two 
a i r c r a f t  he  f l i e s .  I f  you d o n ' t  want it, s i r ,  w e  d o n ' t  
have t o  have it .  

Q- You could  only  communicate w i t h  your  s u p p o r t i n g  
guns? Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  I f  I w a s  i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  on ly  had a Fox Mike 
r a d i o ,  FM frequency r a d i o ,  I would always s t a y  on t h e  low 
gunship f requency.  The low gun U H F  f requency and t h e  h igh  
gun 's  UHF frequency would be  t h e  same s o  they  could  t a l k  from 
gun t o  gun. The h igh  gun f requency ,  Fox Mike, was on t h e  
command n e t  u s u a l l y ,  o r  whoever t hey  t o l d  him t o  swi tch  o f f  
t o .  And I ' m  a lmost  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i s  how i t  w a s  t h a t  day,  b u t  
I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  i t ,  sir .  Because I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  
t o  anybody on t h e  ground,  and I don'  t remember be ing  a b l e  t o  
t a l k  t o  bo th  gunsh ips ,  j u s t  one gunship.  

Q. Under t h o s e  c i r cums tances ,  I s e e  no need f o r  making 
a diagram a s  l ong  as  you were communicating on ly  wi th  your 
lower gunship.  That  i s  t h e  key p o i n t .  

Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

You d i d  n o t  communicate w i t h  t h e  ground? 

A .  Not t o  my knowledge, no ,  s i r .  

Q - I see no r ea son ,  under t h o s e  c i r cums tances ,  f o r  
a diagram. I t h i n k  we a r e  through wi th  your  t e s t imony ,  M r .  
THOMPSON. Do you have anyth ing  more t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  
add o r  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  change o r  c l a r i f y  i n  any of  
t h e  tes t imony t h a t  you have g iven  i n  t h e  p a s t  3 days? 
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A.  The only  t h i n g  I would l i k e  t o  s a y ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  
I d i d  n o t  
I have,  s

see L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY shoo t  anybody. 
i r .  

T h a t ' s  a l l  

I0: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

1969 .) 
(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1022 h o u r s ,  5 December 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1023 h o u r s ,  
22  December 1969.)  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL 
MILLER, LTC MAHAFFEY, LTC PATTERSON and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  DOMBROWSKY h a s  t o  
be sworn. (L ieu t enan t  Colonel  A l b e r t  J. DOMBROWSKY, Jr. , 
was duly sworn .) 

S i r ,  w e  have one e x h i b i t  t o  e n t e r .  

Map Shee t  Number 6739-11 as anno ta t ed  1:500,000 
is e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r eco rd  as ' E x h i b i t  MAP-5. 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  r e c a l l i n g  M r .  Hugh C. 
THOMPSON. 

(Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  Hugh C. THOMPSON, Jr. , w a s  r e c a l l e d  
as a  w i t n e s s ,  adv ised  . t h a t  h e  w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h  and 
t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :) 

RCDR : W i l l  counse l  p l e a s e  s t a t e  ' h i s  name, rank and 
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number? 

LC: Kenneth JOHNSON, Cap ta in ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number i s  474-50-2203, Headquar te rs ,  MDW. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10:  Colonel  MILLER, do you have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  you want t o  i s s u e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

COL MILLER: I j u s t  want t o  b e  s u r e  t h a t  you s t i l l  unders tand  
what your  t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  a r e .  I e x p l a i n e d  them t o  you 
b e f o r e .  Would you l i k e  me  t o  e x p l a i n  them t o  you aga in?  

A. NO,  s ir .  

COL MILLER: D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  M r .  THOMPSON? 

N o ,  sir .  
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10: M r .  THOMPSON, s i n c e  you l a s t  appeared before  us 
we have t a l k e d  t o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  witnesses  and w e  wanted t o  
g e t  you back here  t o  t r y  t o  c l a r i f y  a few p o i n t s  and t o  
r e i n f o r c e  some of t h e  p o i n t s  we went over  be fo re .  

One of t h e  p o i n t s  t h a t  I would l i k e  e l a b o r a t e d  
upon i s  your d i scuss ion  with your commanding o f f i c e r  when 
you re turned  t o  LZ Dot t i e  a t  about 1130 o r  s o  on t h e  
morning of  t h e  16th  a f t e r  you had taken t h e  boy t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai. Try t o  give us e x a c t l y  what you 
t o l d  him and t h e  f l a v o r  of what you t o l d  him a t  t h a t  t ime.  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  remember what I t o l d  him. 
I would assume I t o l d  him what I thought.  He s a i d  he would 
check i n t o  it. I mean I c a n ' t  say t h a t  he s a i d  t h a t ,  b u t  
t h e  fol lowing day I was t o l d  t h a t  some colonel  wanted t o  
s e e  me. I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  what I t o l d  h i m ,  s ir .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  circumstances under which 
you were t a l k i n g  t o  him a t  t h e  chopper pad, o r  was it away 
from t h e r e ,  o r  where was i t ?  

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was i n  a van. We had a r a d i o  
type  van s i t t i n g  i n  a two-ton t ruck .  That was t h e  opera t ions  
cen te r  and I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  pos i -
t i v e .  

Q We have t h e  impression t h a t  when you re tu rned  t o  
LZ Dot t i e  you were p r e t t y  per turbed  and angry i n  a way. 

A .  I d i d n ' t  understand some of t h e  t h i n g s  I saw. 
I d i d n ' t  understand why they  happened. 

Q We have soine testimony t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  you 
were going t o  make s u r e  t h i s  was repor ted  and you were going 
t o  r epor t  it even i f  it c o s t  you your wings. Do you remember 
making a s ta tement  such a s  t h i s  i n  your h e l i c o p t e r  o r  t o  
o the r s?  

A. No', s i r .  No, s i r .  Not about t h a t .  I went t o  
s e e  Maior WATKE and he was t h e  only one I t a l k e d  t o  about 
it. he next  day I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  co lone l .  
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Q No. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about b e f o r e  you t a l k e d  t o  
Major WATKE. Ac tua l ly  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  a voca l  i n t e r -
cou r se  w i t h  your  crew on t h e  intercom.' .  

A, I cou ld  have s a i d  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

8 s W e l l ,  a t  one p o i n t  i n  ou r  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  you 
w e  s t a r t e d  t o  d i s c u s s  what you t o l d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  
ground n e a r  t h e  bunker.  At t h a t  t i m e ,  i f  you r e c a l l ,  we 
r eces sed  and gave you an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  seek counse l .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q 0 I t h i n k  we would l i k e  t o  go i n t o  a l i t t l e  depth
i n  what a c t u a l l y  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e  on t h e  ground t h e r e  between 
y o u r s e l f  and t h e  person  l a t e r  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  L ieu t enan t  CALLEY 
and what i n s t r u c t i o n s  you gave t o  your  crew and what,  i f  any,  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  you gave t o  t h e  gunships .  

A . It was one c f  my crew who i n i t i a l l y  s p o t t e d  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  bunker.  W e  were j u s t  going t o ,  you know, s i t  
down, and I asked t h e  crew i f  t h e y  wanted t o  and w e  dec ided  
t o  s i t  down t h e r e  and s e e  c o u l d n ' t  w e  h e l p  them o u t  and 
l e t  t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  know t h e r e  w a s  some c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  bunker.  
W e  s a t  down and I g o t  o u t  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I j u s t  t o l d  my 
c r e w  t o  cover  m e  and I went up and t o l d  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  on 
the ground t h a t  w e  s p o t t e d  t h e s e  k i d s  i n  t h e  bunker a t  t h e  
t ree l i n e  and I asked him i f  t h e r e  w a s  anyway t h a t  he  cou ld  
g e t  them o u t .  H e  made a s t a t emen t  and 1 c a n ' t  remember h i s  
e x a c t  words. It was something l i k e  t h e  only  way he  could 
g e t  them o u t  was w i t h  a hand grenade.  A t  t h a t  t ime I j u s t  
wanted him t o  ho ld  h i s  t r o o p s  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I thought  I 
cou ld  g e t  them o u t ,  you know an eas i e r ,+wayand I walked over  
and motioned f o r  them t o  come o u t .  I went back t o  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  because  t h e r e  were more - in  t h e r e  t h a n  I t hough t ,  and I 
c a l l e d  f o r  M r .  MILLIANS and asked him i f  h e  would s i t  down 
and evacua te  them o u t  of  t h e r e .  H e  came i n  and made two 
l i f t s .  

a. Was your  s h i p  on t h e  ground when MILLIANS 
l anded  t h e  f i rs t  t ime?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q A s  I remember t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  you gave,  you
landed f a i r l y  well. up i n t o  t h i s  U-shaped a r e a  and MILLIANS 
landed t o  t h e  r e a r  of you? 

A .  A s  b e s t  a s  I can remember, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Now, when MILLIANS depa r t ed  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  l o a d ,  
d i d  you l e a v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o r  d i d  you s t a y  on t h e  ground 
u n t i l  MILLIANS came back t h e  second t ime? 

A .  I s t a y e d  on t h e  ground. 

Q With U.S. toops  o r  w i t h  your  crew? He was n o t  
gone t o o  long  was he? 

P 

A. No, s ir .  

Q He only moved them a  k i l o m e t e r  o r  a  k i l o m e t e r  
and a h a l f  as I r e c a l l ?  

A .  H e  w a s n ' t  gone ve ry  long.  I ' d  s ay  5 minutes .  
\>, 

Q e  You s t a y e d  on t h e  ground then u n t i l  P l r .  MILLIANS 
picked up a l l  o f  t h e s e  people  and t h e n  you l i k e w i s e  l i f t e d  p-d 

up and took o f f ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  a t  any t ime b e f o r e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
o r  du r ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  - - YOU 

i n d i c a t e d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  i f  t hey  shoo t  up 
t h e s e  peop le ,  I am going t o  shoo t  them up? 

A .  No, sir.  I c a n ' t  remember what a l l  w a s  said. 

Q Coming back t o  your  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Major WATKE, 
what d i d  he  s ay  t o  you? 

A .  H e  seemed r e a l  concerned,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember 
what he  s a i d  t o  m e .  

Q . Did he  ask you o r  d i d  he  q u e s t i o n  you,  t o  your
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  concerning t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  d i t c h  o r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  you had seen  a co lo red  i n d i v i d u a l  p o i n t  a weapon 
i n  t h e r e  and your  c r e w  had seen  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  f i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  remember what a l l  h e  t a l k e d  about .  I 
f e e l  s u r e  I t o l d  him t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. I j u s t  
f e e l  t h a t  I t o l d  him eve ry th ing  t h a t  I t o l d  you. 

10: Does anybody have any q u e s t i o n s  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  

MR mST: M r .  THOMPSON, who went w i t h  you t o  s e e  Major 
WATKE? W e  have been endeavoring t o  f i g u r e  t h i s  o u t  f o r  
q u i t e  some t i m e  w i thou t  much luck .  Could it have been 
M r .  COLBURN o r  I guess  it w a s  S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN and 
M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

10: Now w e f  r e  t a l k i n g  about  Major WATKE now. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember i f  M r .  CULVERHOUSE went o r  n o t ,  
s ir .  I t h i n k  M r .  COLBURN d i d  and I t h i n k  M r .  ANDREOTTA did--
s p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN and S p e c i a l i s t  ANDREOTTA. I t h i n k  they  
d i d .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN went wi th  me 
t h e  fo l lowing  day t o  s e e  t h e  c o l o n e l .  

MR WEST: But j u s t  focus ing  on Major WATKE, you t h i n k  
it w a s  your  crew c h i e f  and COLBURN who went w i t h  you? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  s i r ,  b u t  I Om n o t  s u r e .  A bunch o f  
us were o u t  t h e r e .  

Q I t ' s  been i n d i c a t e d  i n  some o t h e r  tes t imony 
t h a t  it w a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders of  your  two gunships .  

A. That  would be  M r .  BROWN and M r .  MILLIANS, I 
b e l i e v e .  I know M r .  BROWN was t h e r e  a t  some t i m e  du r ing  
t h e  day. I d o n ' t  remember i f  h e  was o u t  t h e r e  when M r .  
MILLIANS w a s  t h e r e  o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  even remember who X r .  
CULVERHOUSE was f l y i n g  wi th .  

Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go a t  it aga in  now. A r e  you t e l l i n g  
m e  now t h a t  perhaps  M r .  MILLIANS and M r .  BROWN went wi th  you 
t o  s e e  Major WATKE? 

A, I c a n ' t  s ay  who went w i th  m e ,  s ir .  

Q But two people  d i d ?  

A. I c a n s t  s ay  t h a t .  

Q. But somebody went w i th  you? 
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A. I t  seemed l i k e  t h e r e  was somebody'else around 
when I was t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q- By t h a t  you mean somebody t h a t  w a s  w i t h  you 
when you s a w  t h e s e  t h i n g s  going on a t  M y  L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  The c o l o n e l  wanted 
t o  see--

10: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
co lone l .  W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about Major WATKE. Major WATKE 
and t h a t ' s  a l l .  We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about l a t e r .  We're 
t a l k i n g  about noontime on t h e  1 6 t h .  

A .  I c a n ' t  s ay  who was t h e r e .  The only way I can 
say t h a t  p o s s i b l y  M r .  COLBURN was w i t h  me  i s  because h i s  
name got  b rought  i n t o  it because t h e  c o l o n e l  wanted t o  see 
him a l s o  t h e  b e s t  as I can remember, s ir .  I would t h i n k  
t h a t  he t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE a l s o .  

Q. What we are t r y i n g  t o  do,  M r .  THOMPSON, i s  t o  
r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  t ime you 
r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and w e  know t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  Major 
WATKE. I f  you can j u s t  p u t  y o u r s e l f  back i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
where you had gone through t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  back a t  My L a i ,  
you picked up t h i s  boy and you dropped him o f f  a t  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  You came back i n t o  LZ D o t t i e  t o  r e f u e l  and 
rearm. Now, d i d  you go t o  s e e  Major WATKE? T h i s  i s  t h e  
background t h a t  I a m  g i v i n g  you i n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  you i n t o  
t h e  frame of mind where you a r e  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  t o  Major 
WATKE . 
A. I b e l i e v e  I went t o  s e e  him, s i r .  I went ove r  
t o  t h e  van where w e  ope ra t ed .  T h a t ' s  why I c a n ' t  s ay  who 
a l l  was t h e r e  because t h i s  i s  where everybody went. T h a t ' s  
where t h e  soda was k e p t  and t h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  of  people  
around t h e  van a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and I d o n ' t  remember whether  
I went o u t s i d e  w i t h  him o r  whether  I t a l k e d  t o  him r i g h t  
t h e r e  w i th  everybody s t a n d i n g  around. 

PlIR WEST: W e  t a l k e d  t o  COLBURN t h e  o t h e r  day and he 
r e c a l l e d  t h e  sequence o f  e v e n t s ,  perhaps  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  
you. - H e  t o l d  us t h a t  you were angry about  what happened 
and were very concerned.  You s a i d  t h a t  you w e r e  going t o  
r e p o r t  it t o  Major WATKE and you were going t o  s e e  t h a t  
some t h i n g  was done about  it even i f  it c o s t  you your  wings ,  
and t h e n  a f t e r  you g o t  on t h e  ground you d i d  go t o  see 
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Major WATKE. H e  s t a t e d  you went o f f  and he  assumed t h a t  
you had gone t o  s e e  Major WATKE a t  t h i s  t i m e . .  I t  i s  t o  h e l p  
develop t h e  sequence of even t s  and what might have gone on s o  
t h a t  we can develop some f u r t h e r  in format ion  about what you 
t o l d  Major WATKE. This  i s  an impor tan t  p a r t  of  t h e  i n q u i r y .  
Perhaps i f  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  now, t h i n k  about it and perhaps 
it w i l l  come t o  you l a t e r .  I t a k e  i t . y o u 8 r en o t  now s u r e  who 
was wi th  you? 

A. No, sir.  I don' t remember anyth ing  about wings 
because I c h e r i s h  my wings k ind  of h igh ly .  

I8 : You must have been p r e t t y  angry then?  

I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t  I s a i d  t h a t ,  s ir .  

MR WEST: W e l l ,  it would have t aken  something r a t h e r  
s t r o n g  i f  you had s a i d  something l i k e  t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q L e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  now t o  t h e  t i m e  when you 
saw t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  bunker and you saw t h e  t roops  on t h e  
ground and you se t  down. We've had tes t imony,  and t h i s  aga in  
i s  a very impor tan t  point--we've had tes t imony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
you communicated wi th  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  ground, who 
appeared t o  be i n  charge of t h e  t r o o p s ,  through your r a d i o  
channels  and p o s s i b l y  through t h e  h igh  gunship and t h a t  
t h e r e  were some messages between you and t h e  man on t h e  
ground and back t o  you. 

W e  would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about t h a t  and t e l l  
u s - i f  t h i s  i s  c o r r e c t ,  what message you s e n t  t o  t h e  man on 
t h e  ground and what t h e  r ep ly  was? 

L e t  m e  make t h i s  s t a t emen t  b e f o r e  you answer. 
I n  your p r i o r  tes t imony you seemed concerned a t  t h i s  p o i n t  
about t h e  a r e a  w e  were g e t t i n g  i n t o ,  and you c a l l e d  f o r  
counse l  and I want t o  a s s u r e  you t h a t  you a r e  no t  suspec ted  
o f  having done anything wrong i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ep isode .  
I n  f a c t  what you d i d  appears t o  be  commendatory. You 
s h o u l d n ' t  be concerned about t h a t  a s p e c t  of t h i n g s .  

W e  would l i k e  you t o  r e c a l l ,  a s  b e s t  you can ,  
what passed between you and t h e  man on t h e  ground while  
you w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  a i r  and b e f o r e  you landed. 
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A. I d o n ' t  want t o  g i v e  you a l l  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
I a m  t r y i n g  t o  ho ld  anyth ing  back ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember 
t a l k i n g  t o  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY ove r  t h e  r a d i o  o r  even d i r e c t l y .  
I t h i n k  I could have t o l d  him t h a t  t h e  people  w e r e  i n  t h e  
bunker i f  I could  have t a l k e d  t o  him, and t h e n  I d o n ' t  be-
l i e v e  I would have se t  down. 

Q. Did you have r a d i o  communications w i t h  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you l a t e r  determined w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY? 

A. Normally I would n o t  have had r a d i o  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  him. 

Q Could you communicate w i th  him through your  
h igh  gunship? 

A. I could  communicate w i t h  my low gun and t h e  low 
gun would t a l k  t o  t h e  h igh  gun. There i s  a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  
somewhere and I know a t  t i m e s  t h e  high gun was on t h e  command 
frequency.  I don' t know whether L i e u t e n a n t  CALLEY I s  u n i t  w a s  
on t h e  command n e t  o r  what t hey  were on. 

Q Was t h e r e  any way t h a t  you cou ld  communicate 
w i t h  L ieu tenan t  CFLLEY on your r a d i o  o r  your  g u n s h i p ' s  r a d i o ,  
e i t h e r  one o f  them? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would you e x p l a i n  t h a t  p l e a s e ?  

A. Everybody t u n e s  t h e i r  r a d i o  t o  t h e  same frequency.  
T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  way I can e x p l a i n  it. W e  would have t o  a l l  
be on t h e  same frequency.  The gunship would have t o  b e  on 
t h e  same frequency s o  i f  I s t a r t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  f i r e  t h e  gunsh ip  
'would l i k e  t o  know about  it because he  i s  t h e  one cove r ing  m e ,  
b u t  whether w e  swi tched  o v e r ,  I cannot  remember. 

Q I thought  t h e r e  might be a problem w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
typks  o f  r a d i o s .  

A.  The s c o u t  t h a t  I w a s  f l y i n g  d i d  have two r a d i o s  
i n  i t ,  a UHF and a FM. But t h e  UHF -- w e  on ly  had about  one 
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  t h e  UHF worked and w e  had l i m i t e d  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
w i t h  o u r  r a d i o s .  

Q* In any e v e n t ,  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  communicating 
wi th  L ieu tenan t  CALLEY by a r a d i o  b e f o r e  you landed? 
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A .  NO, sir.  

Q. Now, d i d  you, dur ing  t h i s  t ime b e f o r e  you landed ,  
make a r e p o r t  of what you were observ ing  on t h e  ground and 
your concern about t h e  people  i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. Yes, sir. I had t o  because my gunship t h a t  was 
cover ing  m e  had t o  know why I was s i t t i n g  down. 

Q Then you d i d  f e e l  t h a t  you d i d  t e l l  him, t h e  p i l o t ,
what you w e r e  about t o  do and why you w e r e  doing i t ?  

A ,  I t o l d  him t h a t  I was going t o  s e t  down t o  l e t  
t h e  Americans know t h e r e  was some k i d s  i n  t h e  bunker. 

Q Now, a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  any t i m e  b e f o r e ,  perhaps ,
d i d  you o r  had you used your r a d i o  t o  r e p o r t  t o  anyone t h a t  
you had seen  what you had seen i n  t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  you had seen  involv ing  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A .  I could have t o l d  my gunship.  I know he  made 
a pass  over  t h e  d i t c h  t o  s e e  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Was t h i s  M r .  MILLIANS? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I know he  s a i d  he  had seen  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q You had seen  a good b i t  up t o  t h i s  t i m e .  You had 
seen  wounded on t h e  ground; you popped smoke; you had seen  
o t h e r  bodies  on t h e  ground, apparent ly  c i v i l i a n s ,  and you had 
seen  t h e  people  i n  t h e  d i t c h  when you had landed t h e r e  once? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q 8 Is it your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you r e l a t e d  some of  
t h i s  over  t h e  r a d i o ?  

A. I would have had t o  r e l a t e  some of t h i s  because 
I am n o t  going t o  s i t  down on t h e  ground wi thout  t e l l i n g  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  i s  covering m e  what I am doing,  and I had 
a l r eady  se t  down on t h e  ground n e a r  t o  t h e  bunker t o  t a l k  
t o  t h e  co lo red  s e r g e a n t  about t h e  d i t c h .  

Q Before t h a t  time you would have exp la ined  what 
you were doing t o  your gunship? 

A .  Y e s .  
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I0 : L e t  m e  ask one q u e s t i o n ,  i f  I may i n t e r p o s e .  
Who i s  i n  command of  t h a t  f l i g h t  of t h r e e  a i r c r a f t ?  Is 
i t  t h e  low a i r c r a f t  o r  t h e  h i g h  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. The h igh  gun is  u s u a l l y  cons ide red  t h e  l ead .  

Q H e  would be  cons ide red  t h e  Warlord Lead? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR WEST: So, t h e n  it would have been your  du ty  t o  r e p o r t  
your  movements t o  him, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  you are going t o  l and?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  They wou ldn ' t  t h i n k  t o o  h i g h l y  i f  I 
w a s  j u s t  t o  s e t  down and n o t  l e t  them know what I w a s  doing.  

Q Do you know whether ,  when you made such a r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  l e a d  gunship t h i s  cou ld  have been -- your  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
could  have been hea rd  by o t h e r s ,  f o r  example i n  t h e  command 
n e t  of  Task Force Barker?  

A. I would n o t  normal ly  t a l k  t o  t h e  l e a d  gun s h i p .  
I would t a l k  t o  low gun and t h e  low gun would r e l a y  it t o  
t h e  h igh  gun. 

Now, i f  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  on o u r  f requency o r  
w e  were on t h e i r s ,  which I c a n ' t  remember i f  t h a t  was t h e  
case. 

Of c o u r s e ,  I hea rd  a t a p e  and I remember t h a t  
Alpha Lead was on t h e  t a p e  and I c a n ' t  remember i f  I w a s  
on t h e  t a p e .  Now, i f  I w a s  on t h e  t a p e  t h a t  means t h a t  a l l  
o f  us were on t h e  command push,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  
I was up t h e  command push o r  whether it w a s  j u s t  b e i n g  
r e l a y e d .  

Q A t  any rate your  r a d i o  c a p a b i l i t y  w a s  such t h a t  
t h e  word cou ld  have gone o u t  and been hea rd  i n  t h e  command 
n e t ?  

A. I f  we w e r e  a l l  on t h e  same f requency ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  I have.  

I0  : Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: M r .  TH.OMPSON, I t h i n k  you s a i d  b e f o r e  t h a t  i t  w a s  

(THOMPSON) 80 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-3 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


q u i t e  unusual that you would land your h e l i c o p t e r  a s  you 
d id  t h e  second t i m e  near  t h e  bunker and ou t  i n  an open 
a r e a  poss ib ly  wi th  enemy nearby. Am I c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t  
understanding? 

A. I t  wasn ' t  an everyday t h i n g ,  b u t  it had happened 
before ,  sir. 

Q. I know t h a t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a l o t  of th ings
t h a t  happened, b u t  do you th ink  you t r i e d  t o  con tac t  
somebody on the  ground b e f o r e  you s a t  down and you f i n a l l y  
sat  down because you were no t  a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  any contac t  
wi th  anyone on t h e  ground e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ?  

A. I t r i e d  t o  con tac t  t h e  ground through my gunships 
because when I w a s  popping smoke f o r  t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  I had 
t o l d  my gunship t h a t  -- I mean popping smoke f o r  t h e  wounded, 
I t o l d  my gunship t h a t  t h e r e  was wounded down h e r e  and s e e  
c o u l d n ' t  they g e t  a  dus to f f  o r  a  medic, s o  I know t h a t  they 
t r i e d  t o  c a l l .  Eventual ly  they came over  t o  t h e  wounded s o  
somebody had t o  t a l k  t o  them. 

Q. Now, l e t ' s  move on t o  t h e  bunker a r e a  where you 
subsequently landed. Do you th ink  you would have t r i e d  t o  
con tac t  somebody on t h e  ground when you saw t h e  t roops 
coming c l o s e r  and nothing had happened s o  you f e l t  you had 
t o  i n t e r f e r e ?  Again, I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  put  words i n  your 
mouth. 

A .  I d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  i n t e r f e r e ,  sir.  I j u s t  wanted 
t o  s i t  down and t e l l  t h e  Americans t h a t  t h e r e  were some 
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  bunker. I t  wasn ' t  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  i n t e r f e r e  
i n  t h e i r  ope ra t ion .  

Q - By i n t e r f e r e  I mean t o  come i n  and s e e  i f  somebody 
on t h e  ground knew about it. Were you worr ied about these  
women and ch i ld ren?  

A. W e l l ,  sir--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I am j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  your mental 
a t t i t u d e  of th ings  t h a t  would come t o  my mind, t o  ask you 
what I would th ink  about? 

A. I w a s  worr ied about everybody, I guess.  
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10: I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  should i n t e r p o s e  h e r e ,  t o o ,  i n  t h a t  
i n  your previous d i s c u s s i o n  you had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you w e r e  con-
cerned,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  s e e i n g  a l a r g e  number of women 
and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  o t h e r  bodies  t h e r e ,  you 
had expressed concern over  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  and I b e l i e v e  
a l s o  t h a t  an o l d  man was in t roduced  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  

I n  o t h e r  words, I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  immediacy 
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  You see something and you t h i n k  t h a t  
something has  t o  be done and what your f e e l i n g s  w e r e  i n  t h a t  
r e s p e c t .  Is t h a t  why you went down? 

I C :  May we have a moment, ... s i r ?  

COL MILLER: C e r t a i n l y .  

(The i n d i v i d u a l  counsel  confers  w i t h  t h e  
wi tness  .) 

A. When we had s p o t t e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  bunker 
I was concerned f o r  them, I guess.  I w a s  concerned f o r  t h e  
Americans. I was concerned f o r  everybody. I wanted t o  make 
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  Americans knew t h a t  they w e r e  t h e r e - b e c a u s e  
b e f o r e  then  I had seen  some wounded and I had seen  some dead 
bodies  t h a t  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  p l a c e  i n  my mind how they d ied .  
I d i d n ' t  know how they  d ied .  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know. I f  t h e r e  
is anyway I can h e l p  t h e s e  t h a t  were s t i l l  a l i v e  I was going 
t o  t r y  t o .  

Q- I can see your concern and perhaps t h e r e  might
have been somebody i n  t h e  bunker with  a gun and perhaps t h e  
Americans would want t o  have been p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  them 
and a l s o  t h e  people  i n  t h e  bunker were probably,  a t  l e a s t  
p a r t l y ,  innocent  c i v i l i a n s .  Was it s o r t  of a mixture  of 
t h e s e  concerns then  t h a t  made you g e t  down immediately? 

A.  I t  w a s n ' t  f o r  t h e  concern t h a t  t h e r e  was any 
weapons i n  t h a t  bunker. No. I wouldn ' t  j u s t  go s i t t i n g  
down fac ing  Char l i e .  They could have had a . 5 0  s i t t i n g  
i n  t h a t  bunker. I t  was j u s t  how I f e l t .  I f e l t  t h a t  
t h e r e  wasn ' t .  

Q Enough s o  you were w i l l i n g  t o  go ac ross  this 
open space up t o  t h e  bunker y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  way up t o  t h e  bunker,  s ir .  
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Q. You j u s t  went p a r t  way? 

I motioned f o r  them t o  come o u t  and they  came o u t .  

COL FRANKLIN: M r .  THOMPSON, a l o t  of  t h i s  s t u f f  we ask you 
seems s o  s e l f - e v i d e n t  t o  you. You t h i n k  everybody knows it 
because y o u ' r e  a p i l o t .  We're t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  on t h e  
record  and I am s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  communication t h i n g s  a r e  
very p e r t i n e n t .  

You had an FM r a d i o ,  and c o r r e c t  me i f  I am 
wrong. You t a l k e d  t o  t h e  low gun and you a r e  bo th  on t h e  
same push and t h i s  i s  a company push. The low gun probably 
goes up on t h e  UHF t o  t h e  high gun. They have a UHF t h a t  
i s  working,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e  know t h a t  t h e  h igh  gun had t h e i r  FM on t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  push. W e  know t h a t .  And t h e y  had two r a d i o s ,  
s o  when they  are UHF they  a r e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  ground of 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  push. Now, t h e  ground t r o o p s  on t h e  ground 
a r e  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  push and t h a t ' s  t h e  company. We 
know t h a t  Warlord Al fa  Lead w a s  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  push 
and t h a t  w a s  t h e  h igh  gun. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s , .  s ir .  I t  should  be .  

Q. Okay. So when y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  you've g o t  a l i t t l e  
b u t t o n  you push f o r  in te rcom on your  one r a d i o ,  your  FM, r i g h t ?  

A. I t h i n k  it was on t h e  t r i g g e r .  The f i r s t  i nden t  
was t h e  in te rcom and t h e  o t h e r  w a s  t h e  r a d i o .  

Q- Okay. So you a r e  t a l k i n g  and you p u l l  it a l i t t l e  
b i t  and you are on t h e  in tercom and a l i t t l e  more t o  t r a n s m i t .  
Okay. You a r e  t h e  s c o u t  and y o u ' r e  f l y i n g  around and you 
are t a l k i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e  t o  your low gun and o r  your crew, 
"Look ove r  t h e r e  t o  your  l e f t .  We've g o t  some bod ie s  over  
t h e r e , "  o r  "Watch me, I ' m  going t o  go down by t h a t  b u i l d i n g .  
A r e  you keeping  a running monologue l i k e  most p i l o t s  t a l k i n g  
back and f o r t h  i n  abb rev ia t ed  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  your  low gun? 

A. I l e t  them know what I ' m  do ing  and t h e y  l e t  me 
know where t o  go. 
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Q Okay. Now, i f  you s e e  fou r  bodies  over  t h e r e  
and you saw t h e  d i t c h ,  you would probably t r a n s m i t  t h i s  t o  
your low gun? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q You would probably g ive  him a running account  of 
a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  you s e e  on t h e  ground? That would be  MILLIANS, 
r i g h t ?  

A .  During one p a r t  of t h e  day it was M r .  MILLIANS, 
y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Okay, because you were a l t e r n a t i n g  guns,  r i g h t .
Now, t h e  wors t  t h i n g  you could do i s  t o  come down 

on t h e  bunker and you s e e  advancing t r o o p s ,  you would normally 
go t o  your low gun and s a y ,  " L i s t e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  people  i n  t h e  
bunker down t h e r e .  Go t o  t h e  high gun and t e l l  him t o  t e l l  
those  guys on t h e  ground t o  watch o u t  f o r  t h o s e  people ."  I s n ' t  
t h a t  t h e  normal way you would do i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

(2 Okay. W e l l ,  you d i d  it d i f f e r e n t  t h i s  t i m e .  Why
d i d  you do it d i f f e r e n t ?  

A .  I might have t r i e d  t o  c a l l ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t  know i f  
I d id  o r  n o t .  

Q You may have t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  word through? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I c a n ' t  remember i f  I d i d  o r  n o t .  I 
know I c a l l e d  p rev ious ly  f o r  h e l p  and a t  t h a t  t ime ,  you know, 
I c o u l d n ' t  m d e r s t a n d  why an i n d i v i d u a l  go t  s h o t .  

Q So you had c a l l e d  p rev ious ly  about  what you
cons idered  innocent  people  be ing  s h o t ,  noncombatants, and 
it s t i l l  k e p t  going on. Is t h a t  t r u e ?  

A .  J u s t  one t i m e  it happened, s i r .  I t ' s  when t h i s  
c a p t a i n  walked up and I rad ioed  t o  him t h a t  I was popping 
smoke f o r  wounded and he  walked up and s tepped  back and 
s h o t  t h e  g i r l .  L a t e r  t h e  c a p t a i n  had s t a t e d  an i n c i d e n t  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  and it was 1 0 0  pe rcen t  l e g a l  because 
h e  was doing it f o r  t h e  reason he  gave,  b u t  a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  t ime I know what I c a l l e d  f o r  and I know what 
I got  and t h a t  was t h e  only t h i n g  I could t h i n k  about .  
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Q You s a i d  t h a t  you were going t o  pop smoke f o r  wounded. 
We know t h a t  somewhere around 0930, Warlord Alpha 3 was saying  
on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  push -- excuse me. Warlord Alpha Lead was 
t a l k i n g  on t h e  b a t t a l i 0 7  push and saying t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  bodies  
around wi th  weapons and webbing -- you c o u l d n ' t  hear  t h i s  --
and t h a t  someone ought t o  come and g e t  them and he was going 
t o  pop smoke t o  mark them. Now, do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  word 
t h a t  you were popping smoke t o  mark wounded had go t t en  up t o  
Warlord Alph Lead? Were t h e r e  o t h e r  people popping smoke 
around t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q You were t h e  only one popping smoke? 

A. As b e s t  a s  I can remember, s i r .  Yes. 

MR WALSH: M r .  THOMPSON, when you had your conversat ion with 
t h e  i n f a n t r y  l e a d e r  on t h e  ground, do you r e c a l l  t h e r e  being 
any d i s t i n c t i v e  marking on t h e  helmet of t h i s  person? 

A. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he had "Ca l i fo rn ia"  w r i t t e n  on it. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  THOMPSON, you have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you have 
l i s t e n e d  r a t h e r  r e c e n t l y  t o  a  t ape .  Can you t e l l  us where 
you d i d  t h a t ?  

I C :  S i r ,  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  h e s i t a t i o n  i s  t h e  circum-
s taqces  under which he l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  t a p e  a r e  such t h a t  he 
cannot r e c a l l  whether he was asked t o  keep t h e  contents  of 
t h e  d i scuss ion  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  Now, I wonder i f  I could ask 
Colonel MILLER whether t h e  permission f o r  M r .  THOMPSON'S 
testimony h e r e  i s  broad enough t o  encompass t h i s  s o r t  of 
information? W e  want t o  be c e r t a i n  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON i s  
no t  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  cour t  o rde r ,  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  o r d e r ,  which w a s  
i s sued  i n  t h e  Cal ley case.  

COL MILLER: L e t ' s  put  it t h i s  way. We have determined, and 
t h e  judge i n  t h e  Calley case has  a l s o  r u l e d ,  t h a t  testimony 
here  i s  no t  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  o rde r  which he has i s sued  t o  
a l l  t h e  wi tnesses  i n  t h e  Cal ley case .  

I C :  This  ques t ion  d o e s n ' t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  testimony of 
M r .  THOMPSON o r  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON would give a t  subsequent 
t r i a l s .  I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g .  I t ' s  more of a mechanical 
ques t ion .  I j u s t  wonder i f  t h e  understanding t h a t  you have 

(THOMPSON) 85 APP T-3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


w i t h  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  i n  t h a t  c a s e  and t h e  judge would g ive  
you an i n d i c a t i o n  of whether  t hey  f e e l  t h i s  i s  a l s o  
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  tes t imony h e r e ?  

COL MILLER: I f e e l  t h a t  it i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  i t e m  t o  be  
r evea l ed  h e r e .  

I C :  S i r ,  I have one more q u e s t i o n .  Have t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  
and a l s o  t h e  defense  o f f e r e d  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i s  board  
any of  t h i s  ev idence  which it has  -- real ev idence  o r  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

COL MILLER: Not t h a t  I know o f ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  have 
r eques t ed  any,  have we? 

MR WEST: W e l l ,  y e s .  W e  have t h e  A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  

I0  : Furthermore,  you should  know t h a t  w e  a l s o  have 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  us a l l  t h e  C I D  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  There i s  no th ing  
t h a t  we cannnot have made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us .  

A.  I t  was t h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  a t t o r n e y  who had t h e  t a p e  
when I hea rd  it, sir .  

MR MACCRATE : Do you recall  i n  t h a t  t a p e ,  I b e l i e v e  w e  are 
speaking about  t h e  s a m e  t a p e  -- I have b e f o r e  me  a t r a n s c r i p t i o n  
o f  t h e  t a p e  ( E x h i b i t  M-20). Do you r e c a l l  Warlord Alpha Lead 
s t a t i n g  t h e  fo l lowing:  "Roger. I t ' s  j u s t  below H i l l  85. 
J u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  H i l l  85 where w e  f i r s t  g o t  them, 
j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of your  f i r s t  LZ a long  t h e  road  t h e r e .  
The re ' s  about  1 0  o r  15  ' d i n k s '  a l l  sp read  o u t  ove r  t h e  f i e l d  
t h a t  w e  g o t  when they  were d i - d i v i n g  t o  t h e  sou th .  The 
gunship s h o t  them. We'd l i k e  t o  know i f  t h e r e  i s  somebody 
i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  p i ck  up t h i s  g e a r  ' c ause  r i g h t  now w e  are 
j u s t  keeping people  from s t e a l i n g .  " Then C h a r l i e  6 comes 
i n ,  which would be L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER. "This i s  
C h a r l i e  6 .  I ' l l  g e t  somebody down t h e r e .  " Warlord Alpha 
Lead, "Roger. " 

10: C h a r l i e  6 would be  MEDINA. 

MR MACCRATE: Excuse m e .  Coyote 6 comes i n  l a t e r .  Cap ta in  
MEDINA would be  C h a r l i e  6 .  " 1 ' 1 1  g e t  somebody down t h e r e . "  
Alpha l e a d ,  "Roger." Then Coyote 6 comes on. "Cha r l i e  6 ,  
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t h i s  i s  Coyote 6. Over. Coyote 6 ,  Warlord has  go t  some 
people t h a t  he wants you t o  check o u t  j u s t  t o  t h e  south  of 
your LZ. Contact  him and send some people  down t h e r e .  There 
i s  some VC t h e r e  wi th  web equipment, and s o  on,  t h a t  have been 
k i l l e d ,  over .  I' Warlord Alpha Lead comes on,  "Roger, w e  a r e  
over  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  You have us i n  s i g h t .  We a r e  
j u s t  a t  t h e  n o r t h  base of a h i l l  a long  t h e  road.  W e ' l l  b e  
o f f  your frequency f o r  t h e  nex t  10 minutes.  W e ' l l  be 
popping smoke a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  where t h e s e  bodies  
a re . "  Then, Warlord Alpha aga in  s a y s ,  "The bodies  t h a t  w e  
go t  b e f o r e ,  t hey 've  got  web g e a r ,  weapons and eve ry th ing  
and it i s  probably a good i d e a  t o  g e t  it o f f  them be fo re  
someone comes up and uses them." Then f u r t h e r ,  Warlord 
Alpha Lead is  recorded a s  say ing ,  "We'll  be popping smoke 
on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  bodies  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  I' and t h a t  ' s  r i g h t  about 
a t  t h e  end of a l l  t h a t  comes through on t h e  t a p e ,  on t h i s  
s u b j e c t .  But r e l a t i n g  it t o  t h e  p e r i o d  where you were 
coming up from H i l l  85 t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  road and what you 
saw along t h e  road.  A r e  you a b l e  t o  t i e  yourse l f  i n t o  t h e  
observa t ion  t h a t  seems h e r e  t o  be ing  passed along by Warlord 
Alpha Lead r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  you have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of today. I t h i n k  Colonel FRANKLIN, a few moments 
ago, was a sk ing  you about t h i s  same t i m e  frame. 

A. No, s ir .  I don' t remember t h a t ,  about  what you 
were j u s t  reading.  I remember bodies  a long t h e  road,  b u t  
I don' t remember any weapons. 

Q. The bodies  t h a t  you remember w e r e  noncombatants? 
A t  l e a s t  t h e r e  were no webbing o r  weapons. 

A. I d i d n ' t  s e e  any webbing o r  weapons. 

I 0  : I t h i n k  t h e  p o i n t  he re  i s  t h a t  i n  your mind 
you w e r e  i n d i c a t i n g  wounded noncombatants and you were 
t r a n s m i t t i n g  it t o  your low gun and then  t o  t h e  high 
gun, and t h e  h igh  was g iv ing  it t o  t h e  ground, b u t  
they w e r e  g i v i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i f  t h a t  came from t h e  h igh  gun. 

Q I ' m  no t  s u r e  t h a t  it came from t h e  h igh  gun. 
I t  could have conceivably come from t h e  low gun, b u t  
i f  Warlord Lead was your high gun--

APP T-3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t - - i t  was messed up. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: They could  have a l s o  been t a l k i n g  about  
something d i f f e r e n t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  A couple  of t imes  we g o t  something t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  might make somebody b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  s h o t  
them. Our guns on ly  opened up one t ime and it w a s  r i g h t  when 
w e  w e r e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and w e  d i d  shoo t  a t  one V i e t  Cong 
running wi th  a  weapon. Tha t  was t h e  on ly  t ime  t h e  guns opened 
up t h a t  whole morning, s i r .  W e  c o u l d n ' t  conf i rm t h e  body 
o r  t h e  k i l l .  H e  went r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  t r e e  l i n e  and I t r i e d  
t o  shoot  him, and my gunners missed.  They could  be  a s s o c i -
a t i n g  i t  c l o s e  t o  something else, l i k e  w e  cou ld  have s h o t  
him. 

Q It  does s a y  t h a t ,  "There a r e  about  10 or 15 ' d i n k s '  
a l l  sp read  o u t  over  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  w e  g o t , "  and as you p o i n t  
out--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  "That we  go t "  could  be  t h a t  one 
i n d i v i d u a l  running ear l ier  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q But t h e n  it goes on "When they  w e r e  ' d i - d i ' i n g '  t o  
t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  gunship s h o t  them. "So it seems t o  b e  t a l k i n g  
about  someone else.  Almost i n  t h e  same sense .  I t  i s  
u n c l e a r .  

I0 : For t h e  r eco rd  and t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  p ronunc ia t ion  
of  t h e  " d i - d i v i n g "  as r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r ,  it shou ld  be  "d i -d i " .  

The meaning of t h i s  term, which i s  used by most 
of  t h e  combat t r o o p s ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  a r e  moving o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a  o r  running o u t  of t h e  a r e a .  I t  i s  q u i t e  a 
common term throughout  most of t h e  a r e a  and South Vietnam, 
n o t  on ly  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  throughout  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  
a r e a s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  a11 t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  u se  t h i s  
t e r m  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  

MR MACCRATE: So t h a t  t h e  "d i -d i  l i n g "  would have r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  people  on t h e  ground t h a t  were running o u t  of t h e  
a r e a .  Would t h a t  be your unders tanding  of t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ?  
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A .  Would you go over  t h a t  aga in?  

Q- "There ' s  about  1 0  t o  15  ' d i n k s '  a l l  sp read  o u t  
over  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  w e  ~ o twhen they  were ' d i - d i ' i n g '  t o  
t h e  s o u t h .  The gunships  s h o t  them. " 

A .  "That we g o t , "  and " t h e  gunships  s h o t  them". That  
d o e s n ' t  make s e n s e .  I t  sounds l i k e  t o  me t h a t  t h e y  a r e  say-
i n g  t h a t  t h e y  s h o t  them and they  t u r n  r i g h t  around and say  
i n  t h e  same sen tence  t h a t  t h e  gunships  s h o t  them. I t  sounds 
l i k e  a broken t r a n s m i s s i o n  o r  something.  

Q O  But t h i s  d o e s n ' t  r e l a t e  i t s e l f  t o  you from any
o b s e r v a t i o n s  t h a t  you w e r e  making? 

A .  J u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  road  and t h e r e  
w e r e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and t h e r e  was a l s o  wounded. 

10:  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  M r .  THOMPSON, we are t a l k i n g  about 
0955. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were norkh of  H i l l  85, j u s t  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  o f  H i l l  85. . Were you s t i l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e  working 
sou th  of  Highway 521? I ' m  s o r r y .  T h a t ' s  0915 i n s t e a d  of  
0955. It was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  you g o t  
involved  i n  t h e  mor ta r  round i n c i d e n t  on t o p  o r  on H i l l  85? 

A. I f  i t  was around t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  mor ta r  i n c i d e n t ,  
it would have been sou th  of t h e  h i l l ,  s o u t h  of t h e  highway. 

Q . I b r i n g  t h i s  p o i n t  up because i n  some p o i n t  i n  
t i m e  i n  t h e  morning, a f t e r  t h e  l a n d i n g  of C/1/20 and 
a f t e r  t h e  gunsh ips  which suppor ted  t h a t  combat a s s a u l t  
had l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  Major WATKE had asked permiss ion  t o  
move t h e  a r e a  o r  t h e  zone of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you had 
sou th  of t h e  highway t o  i n c l u d e  My La i  ( 4 )  hamlet  a r e a .  

A. A f t e r  t h e  gunships  l e f t  we d id  move up i n t o  
t h e  a rea ,  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , sir .  

Q o A l l  r i g h t .  When you r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  
about  noontime o r  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e ,  d i d  you a t  t h a t  t ime 
and a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE t a l k  t o  Colonel  
BARKER a t  a l l ?  
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A. N o t  t h a t  same day,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  Colonel  BARKER who was t h e  t a s k  
f o r c e  commander. H e  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ?  

A. N o t  t h a t  I remember, s i r .  

Q Now, i n  your  mind, t h e  fo l lowing  day you were asked 
t o  r e p o r t  up t o  a c o l o n e l  by Major WATKE, and g i v e  him your  
s t o r y .  I ' l l  ask  some more d e t a i l s  about t h i s ,  b u t  f i r s t  I 
should  t e l l  you t h a t  p i e c i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r  and we have 
come t o  a reasonably  f i r m  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e  on 
t h e  1 8 t h  i n s t e a d  of  t h e  1 7 t h  which you remember. The t i m e  
a s  f a r  a s  you are concerned i s  q u i t e  i n c i d e n t a l ,  b u t  w e  do 
have on t h e  l o g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a meeting took  p l a c e  p r i o r  t o  
your  going up, and a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  meet ing,  
i n c l u d i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON, were t h e r e  and subsequent  t o  
t h a t  meeting on t h e  1 8 t h  Major WATKE had come down and asked 
you t o  go up and t a l k  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON. N o w ,  w a s  it 
Major WATKE t h a t  asked you t o  come up and t a l k  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. I t h i n k  it w a s .  

Q Who went w i t h  you a t  t h a t  t ime? W e  can p l a c e  t h i s  
conve r sa t ion  reasonably  a c c u r a t e l y  i n  Colonel  BARKER'S van,  
which w e  would b e  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  was covered o v e r  w i t h  pro-
t e c t i o n  and dug-in s o  t h a t  you may have even had t o  walk down 
a s t e p  o r  t w o  t o  g e t  i n t o  it. I n  your p rev ious  tes t imony you 
g i v e  q u i t e  an account  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

A. E i t h e r  COLBURN o r  ANDREOTTA, s i r .  I though t  t h e r e  
w a s  one of t h e  gunship p i l o t s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember whether  
one o f  them went up .t:here o r  n o t ,  s i r .  Somebody w a i t e d  out-
s i d e  and I t h i n k  it w a s  COLBURN, b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q Could t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  have been M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

A. Y e s .  

Q H e  w a s  M r .  MILLIANS' c o p i l o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  could  have ,  s i r .  
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Q. You b e  t h i n k i n g  about  t h a t  and i f  it does come t o  
mind--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  seems l i k e  CULVERHOUSE was t h e r e  
now t h a t  you mentioned h i s  name, b u t  I c a n ' t  s e e  why he would 
go r a t h e r  t hen  t h e  AC because t h e  AC i s  t h e  one t h a t  saw it. 

Q That  may be s o ,  b u t  remember we a r e  t a l k i n g  about 
2 days l a t e r  and maybe M r .  MILLIANS was n o t  t h e r e .  This  
i s  why we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p i e c e  t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  Sometimes l o g i c  
i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  d o e s n ' t  q u i t e  f i t  t o g e t h e r .  W e  do have 
some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  M r .  CULVERHOUSE might have been one of 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  went up wi th  you t o  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON. 

NOW, f o r g e t t i n g  about who may have accompanied 
you, and coming back t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Colone l  
HENDERSON, what d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. I f e e l ,  s i r ,  and b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  I t o l d  him every-
t h i n g  t h a t  I had seen .  Like I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  I c a n ' t  s e e  why 
I wouldn ' t .  Every th ing  w a s  a l o t  f r e s h e r  on my mind t h e n  
than  it i s  now. A c t u a l l y ,  you know, o u r  conversa t ion- - I  
c a n ' t  recall  what a l l  was s a i d .  I ' m  n o t  even s u r e  it was 
Colonel  HENDERSON I t a l k e d  t o .  

Q But you d i d  t a l k  t o  a c o l o n e l .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Did h e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  w a s  conduc t ing  an inves-
t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I guess  s o ,  s i r .  I wouldn ' t  have gone up t h e r e  
t o  t a l k  t o  him and answer q u e s t i o n s  i f  h e  w a s n ' t .  

Q Neces sa r i l y  a g a i n ,  t h a t ' s  ve ry  l o g i c a l ,  but--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  words,  s i r .  

Q You had t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  once b e f o r e  t o  Major WATKE 
and now you a r e  r e p o r t i n g  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  and 
c i rcumstances  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l .  Did you f e e l  t h a t  you were g iv-
i n g  more t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  t h e n  you gave t o  Major WATKE o r  t h a t  
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you had given more t o  Major WATKE then you were g i v i n g  t o  the 
co lone l?  

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q - To your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  you gave him t h e  whole s t o r y ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Would you s t a t e  aga in  how long you t h i n k  you were 
wi th  t h e  c o l o n e l  i n  the van? 

A. Twenty o r  t h i r t y  minutes ,  I guess .  I t  could have 
been a l o t  longer .  You a r e  ask ing  me t o  go back almost 2 
y e a r s  and I c a n ' t  be  r e a l  s p e c i f i c .  

Q . Y e s ,  b u t  having gone through t h i s  r e a l  t r a u m a t i c  
exper ience ,  some of these t h i n g s  s t i c k  very v i v i d l y  i n  peop le ' s  
minds and t h e i r  f e e l i n g s .  What you have i n d i c a t e d ,  nobody i s  
ques t ion ing  your  i n t e g r i t y  a t  a l l .  This i s  n o t  the purpose of  
it. As  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  you f e l t  s o  s t r o n g l y  about this t h i n g  
t h a t  you d i d  r e p o r t  it t o  Major WATKE, and a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
you t r i g g e r e d  o f f  t h e  th ing .  You t a l k e d  t o  a c o l o n e l  and t h i s  
i s  why from our  p o i n t  of view it i s  impor tan t ,  even i f  you c a n ' t  
remember your  e x a c t  words, w e  would l i k e  t o  g e t  a f e e l  from 
you of what you were g i v i n g  him; i f  you w e r e  g i v i n g  him t h e  
whole s t o r y  o r  p a r t s  of it o r  what? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I t o l d  him every th ing .  

I0 : T h a t ' s  what we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  Up t o  t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, do 
you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR MACCRATE: No. 

10: M r .  WEST? 

MR WEST: Was t h i s  a b i r d  co lone l?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was, s i r .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  a s  you r e c a l l ,  
t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I was h e r e  I c o u l d n ' t  i d e n t i f y  him. 
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Q Do you know Major Clyde WILSON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. We've had one wi tness  who t o l d  us h e  thought  Major 
Clyde WILSON took you t o  see t h e  c o l o n e l ,  whereas o t h e r  tes-
timony i n d i c a t e d  it was Major WATKE. Could you r e so lve  t h a t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember whether anybody walked up t h e  h i l l  
wi th  m e  beside--I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  my crew ch ie f  d id .  I f e l t  
another  p i l o t  and it would have poss ib ly  been M r .  CULVERHOUSE, 
b u t  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was Major WATKE o r  Major WILSON 
t h a t  t o l d  me t o  go up t h e r e .  One of  them might have even 
walked up t h e r e  wi th  me. 

10: Do you remember walking back wi th  them? 

A. I walked back by myself .  I was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  go 
i n ,  and I d i d n ' t  w a i t  around. I d o n ' t  remember walking back 
wi th  anyone. 

Q. You d o n ' t  know for s u r e  when you l e f t  whether M r .  
COLBURN o r  whoever was t h e r e  went i n  t o  see t h e  co lone l?  

A .  Somebody e l s e  d id .  

Q You saw somebody else go i n ?  

A .  It  seems l i k e  I was t a l k i n g  wi th  one of them a f t e r -
wards. I thought  it was COLBURN. I t  might have been ANDREOTTA. 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q When you were wi th  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  d i d  h e  have anybody 
record ing  t h i s  o r  w r i t i n g  it down? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was w r i t i n g ,  you know, t a k i n g  no tes .  
There wasn ' t  anybody e l s e  i n  t h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember. 

MR MACCRATE: One p o i n t  concerning your obse rva t ion  of what 
took p l a c e  dur ing  your pe r iod  o u t  a t  14y Lai ( 4 ) .  You in -
d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had a r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  ANDmOTTA c a r r i e d  
t h e  c h i l d  a s  you went over  t o  Quang Ngai. We have a c t u a l l y  
had tes t imony t h a t  M r .  COLBURN was on t h e  r ight-hand s i d e  
of t h e  p lane  a t  one po in t .  Now, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
thought ,  a t  
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l e a s t  when you were going ove r  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h a t  
ANDREOTTA was on t h a t  s i d e .  Sometimes do they  change . 
s i d e s  i n  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  O r  was t h e r e  
one s i d e  t h a t  t h e  crew c h i e f  would o r d i n a r i l y  be  on? 

A. The crew c h i e f  i s  u s u a l l y  on t h e  l e f t .  I 
thought  t h a t  ANDREOTTA was t h e  one t h a t  a c t u a l l y  c a r r i e d  
t h e  k i d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  COLBURN w a s  on t h a t  r igh t -hand  
s i d e  t o  s t a r t  o u t  w i t h  because h e  missed t h a t  one V i e t  
Cong when h e  was running.  I thought  it was COLBURN. 
We c a l l e d  him "One Shot"  a f t e r  t h a t .  

I0 : May I se t  something s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd?  You 
may be  doing COLBURN an i n j u s t i c e  because t h e r e  a r e  some 
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  o t h e r  people  went i n t o  t h e  area where you 
w e r e  shoo t ing  and p icked  up a weapon. 

A. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  how a guy could  
shoo t  s o  much and come s o  c l o s e  and t h a t  guy wou ldn ' t  f a l l .  
The rounds were going between h i s  l e g s .  I thought  it w a s  
COLBURN, s i r .  I thought  about  t h a t  s i n c e  I had been up h e r e ,  
you know. How can one of them be on one s i d e  one t i m e  and 
on t h e  o t h e r  t h e  nex t?  We could have gone back t o  r e f u e l  
and they  could  have swapped. 

MR MACCRATE: Ac tua l ly  b e f o r e  you took t h e  c h i l d  o v e r  t o  
Quang Ngai, t hey  had bo th  been o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t h e  
tes t imony which we have had i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  ANDmOTTA handed 
up t h e  c h i l d  t o  COLBURN and they  climbed back i n t o  t h e  
a i r c r a f t ,  s o  t h e r e  would have been an oppor tun i ty  f o r  them 
t o  change p o s i t i o n s  r i g h t  t h e r e  I would suppose? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  would have been p o s s i b l e .  It  
might have been COLBURN t h a t  a c t u a l l y  c a r r i e d  t h e ,  c h i l d .  

Q I t  was M r .  COLBURN's tes t imony t h a t  he  w a s  the 
one t h a t  a c t u a l l y  r ece ived  t h e  c h i l d  s o  might it have been 
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h e  c a r r i e d  t h e  c h i l d  back o r  handed t h e  c h i l d  
l a te r  t o  ANDREOTTA? 

A. The k i d  was on my r i g h t .  

COL FRANKLIN: Did you f e e l  a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h i s  happened 
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t h a t  some innocent  o r  noncombatants had been k i l l e d  unneces-
s a r i l y ?  Did you f e e l  t h i s  s t r o n g l y ?  

A. Y e s .  I f e l t  t h a t  some people  had g o t t e n  k i l l e d  
t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  have. 

Q. Okay. Regardless of what you s a i d ,  do you f e e l  
i n  your own mind, and you know how you t a l k  and ever thing--
do you f e e l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  words you used and t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  you conveyed t h i s  thought  and t h i s  i d e a  t o  
t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  you spoke with--Major WATKE and Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s .  
,. 

Q - How much f u e l  d i d  you c a r r y  i n  your a i r c r a f t ?  How 
long  d i d  you f l y ?  

A. About 2 hours o r  2 hours  and 15 minutes.  

Q. Okay. So i f  you took o f f  a t  about 0700 o r  0715. 
bout 0915 i n  t h e  morning you would be back gass ing  up. Is 

t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Did you have any o t h e r  s c o u t s  t o  r e l i e v e  you a s  
t h e  gunships d i d ?  

A. The gunships could only s t a y  o u t  t h e r e  about ,  I ' d  
s a y ,  an hour t o  an hour and one h a l f ,  s ir .  It s e e m s  l i k e  
one t i m e  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  a gun came o u t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  guns 
t h a t  w e  o r i g i n a l l y  went on s t a t i o n  wi th  and I s t a y e d  t h e r e  
through two sets of gunships.  So it was about 2 hours  
and 15 minutes o r  so .  That day I t h i n k  our  o t h e r  
s c o u t  had maintenance t r o u b l e  and didn 't come wi th  us .  

Q So a t  0915 you could have been gass ing  up?
I ' m  g e t t i n g  t o  t h i s  t a p e  of  t h e  Warlord Alpha Lead 
t ransmiss ion  about t h e  smoke about 0915. A t  0915, do 
you t h i n k  you would have been on s t a t i o n  o r  en  r o u t e  
t o  gas  up o r  gass ing  up? 

A. I d i d n ' t  b r i n g  my t imes  wi th  m e .  They a r e  on 
t h e  record  I b e l i e v e ,  sir.  I have gone back ove r  t h e  
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t i m e  we g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  t ime t h a t  I went back t o  
D o t t i e  a f t e r  I had gone t o  Quang Ngai and I j u s t  p i eced  t h e  
t i m e s  t o g e t h e r  a s  b e s t  I could and I b e l i e v e  I d i d  have a 
break  around 9 o ' c l o c k .  

Q Back a t  D o t t i e ?  

A .  Yes, s ir .  Between 0845 and 0900 I t h i n k  I was 
back r e f u e l i n g .  I meant t o  b r i n g  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  only  way I could now come up wi th  t h e  approxi-
mate f u e l  and t h e  approximate t i m e  back t o  D o t t i e .  I t  was 
around lunch t ime .  T h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  way I could  come about  
t h e s e  t imes  a t  a l l .  

MR WALSH: M r .  THOMPSON, a f t e r  you f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  
c o l o n e l ,  do you r e c a l l  r e p o r t i n g  t o  Major WATKE? 

A.  No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I f e e l  I d i d  go 
i n ,  s ir .  H e  was my CO and he d i d  want' t o  be informed on 
what was going on. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  b u t  you would normally
have r e p o r t e d  back and had a l i t t l e  conve r sa t ion  about  
what you had t o l d  t h e  c o l o n e l  and what t h e  c o l o n e l  had 
asked you? 

\ 
Y e s .  

Q With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  t h e  woman. 
We've had some tes t imony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  rest of  
t h e  people  w i t h  you observed t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  had come 
ove r  and nudged t h e  woman and then  walked maybe 10 
paces  away and t u r n e d  around and s h o t .  We've a l s o  had 
some tes t imony t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  walked up t o  t h e  woman, 
k icked  h e r  o r  nudged h e r  w i th  h i s  f o o t  and t u r n e d  h e r  
over  and t h e n  a t  point-blank range f i r e d  on au tomat ic  
f i r e .  Do you have a c l e a r e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  i n -
c i d e n t ?  

A .  It  seems l i k e  h e  s t epped  back a l i t t l e  . 
ways from t h e  body o f  t h e  woman. I c a n ' t  remember 
whether h e  t u r n e d  around and s t a r t e d  walking away 
o r  j u s t  s t epped  back.  
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Q- Can you t e l l  us approximately how f a r  away f rom'  
t h e  woman he was when he f i r e d ?  

A. About 5 t o  1 d  f e e t ,  s i r .  I 'm not  r e a l l y  pos-
i t i v e  on how f a r  he went back. If he thought t h a t  t h e  woman 
had a hand grenade--if I was on t h e  ground and I thought she 
had a hand grenade i n  h e r  webbing, I would have sho t  h e r ,  t oo .  

Q How f a r  away from t h e  c a p t a i n  and t h e  woman were 
' you a t  t h e  time? 

A. I wasn' t very f a r .  

Q About how high i n  t h e  a i r  was t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  from 
t h e  ground? 

A. Ten o r  f i f t e e n  f e e t  I guess .  I was j u s t  up t h e r e  
hovering. 

10: You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had some logs  o r  personal  
papers and s o  f o r t h  wi th  t h e  t imes of where you had been 
t h a t  morning. Do you s t i l l  have those  papers? 

A .  The ones t h a t  I j u s t  made up t h a t  l a s t  time I was 
up he re?  

Q. These were no t  o f f i c i a l  logs  l i k e  your p i l o t ' s
l o g  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No, sir .  You a l l  j u s t  asked me t o  t r y  t o  g e t  
t h e s e  t imes down and I had w r i t t e n  t h e  t imes down based 
on f u e l  consumption. 

Q. Now, t o  go on. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  any-
body e l s e  about t h i s  o t h e r  then  Major WATKE and Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  a f u l l  co lonel?  Anybody i n  your u n i t  o r  any-
body assoc ia ted  wi th  t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  anybody? 

A .  Captain GREENWALL. 

Q GREENWALL o r  CRESWELL? 

A. CRESWELL . 
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Q When d i d  you t a l k  t o  him? 

A.  A t  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c l u b  a couple  o f  days a f t e r  o r  
maybe even t h e  same day. 

Q .Did you go i n t o  d e t a i l  w i th  him of what you had 
done and what you had seen?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  s o .  Nobody had s a i d ,  "Don' t  
s ay  anyth ing  about  i t , "  a s  I recal l .  W e  were j u s t  s i t t i n g  
up t h e r e  and hav ing  a d r i n k .  

Q Was he  a  C a t h o l i c  o r  a P r o t e s t a n t  chap la in?  

A. Ep i scopa l i an ,  sir.  

Q Does h e  normal ly  a s s o c i a t e  wi th  your  u n i t ?  

A. H e  w a s  t h e  DIVARTY c h a p l a i n ,  s i r  and I w a s  i n  
DIVARTY b e f o r e  I had gone t o  t h e  123d. 

Q b  I n  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  DIVARTY, d i d  
h e  a l s o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I b e l i e v e  h e  d i d .  

Q Did h e  t e l l  you anyth ing  o r  s a y  anyth ing  t o  you
t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A. H e  seemed concerned about  it. I t h i n k ,  you know, 
h e  asked nze i f  any th ing  had been done. But I don'  t 
remember whether  h e  d i d  o r  n o t .  I d o n ' t  remember whether I 
t o l d  him t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  c o l o n e l  o r  n o t .  

Q. Aside from Chaplain  CRESWELL, d i d  you t a l k  t o  
anybody e l s e ?  Did you t a l k  t o  t h e  I G  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  chap-
l a i n ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, s ir .  We t a l k e d  about  it i n  
t h e  hootches ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody else. 
I c a n ' t  remember i f  anybody w a s  around Chaplain  CRESWELL 
when w e  t a l k e d .  
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Q What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  men , in  your company 
about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

They d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t o o  h i g h l y  of it, s i r .  

Q. Were they  d i s g r u n t l e d  o r  r e a l l y  i r r i t a t e d  o r  how 
d i d  they f e e l ?  

A .  The ones who were o u t  t h e r e ,  I guess f e l t  a s  I 
d id .  They d i d  know what they had seen ,  you know, t h a t  a 
l o t  of it could have been avoided,  I guess .  

Q Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  was 
going t o  be checked i n t o  and t h a t  j u s t i c e  was going t o  be 
done? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what I assumed when I went up 
t o  s e e  t h e  co lone l .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  a meeting t h a t  was h e l d  by t h e  
company commanders i n  which t h i s  ma t t e r  was d iscussed?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  a meeting i n  which they  d i scussed  
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and it was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  was 
under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and l e t ' s  n o t  have any l o o s e  t a l k  around 
t h e  o u t f i t ?  

A. Where was t h i s  supposed t o  have taken  p lace?  
Apparently you have an i d e a  t h a t  a meeting d i d  occur .  

Q It  would have probably been i n  your immediate 
ba r racks  a r e a  i n  Chu L a i ,  conceivably i n  your mess h a l l  
o r  i n  t h e  c lub .  I d o n ' t  know enough about t h e  p h y s i c a l  
makeup of your o rgan iza t ion  t o  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  you spe-
c i f  i c a l l y  . 
A. It  s o r t  of r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p inpo in t  
it, sir. 

Q Were t h e r e  g e t t i n g  t o  be a  l o t  of p r e t t y  wi ld  
rumors around t h e  company o r  when you go ove r  t o  have a 
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can of bee r ,  f o r  example, o r  go t o  t h e  b a r  t o  have a d r ink  
o r  around t h e  genera l  b u l l  se s s ions?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  w e  t a l k e d  about it f o r  awhile.  I guess 
it j u s t  d ied  and g o t  over  with.  I d o n ' t  remember hear ing  
anything about it a f t e r  I came back from R&R.  

Q - When d i d  you go on R&R? 

A. About t h e  5 th  of Apr i l .  

Q And you probably g o t  back around t h e  12 th  o r  13th  
then? 

A. I t  was around t h e  10th  because I was on R&R 
on t h e  15th  of Apr i l .  I t  must have been t h e  10th .  

MR MACCRATE: Had you been scheduled f o r  R&R? 

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q I n  speaking wi th  Chaplain CRESWELL, do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  d i v i s i o n  chaplain? 

A. He could have, sir.  

Q - Did he name o r  does t h e  name Chaplain Francis  
LEWIS r i n g  a b e l l  w i th  you? 

A. No, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: I have nothing e l s e .  

MR WEST: Do you remember Task Force Barker breaking  up 
about the  time you l e f t  on R&R? 

A. No, s ir .  We s t i l l  worked out  of D o t t i e .  I 
d o n ' t  remember it breaking up. I know t h a t  we changed 
t o  t h e  west s i d e  of Highway 1 because we l o s t  an a i r -
c r a f t  about a couple of days be fo re  I went on R&R. 

A. You mean you supported a  d i f f e r e n t  u n i t ?  
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A. I d i d n ' t  know t h e  u n i t s  w e  suppor ted  h a l f  t h e  t i m e .  

I 0  : You say  you l o s t  an a i r c r a f t ,  M r .  THOMPSON. Did 
:au l o s e  t h e  crew too?  

A. The crew c h i e f  and gunner. T h a t ' s  when ANDREOTTA 
got  k i l l e d .  L i eu t enan t  LLOYD g o t  h i s  ank le s  messed up r e a l  
bad i n  t h e  c r a sh .  

Q 0 I w a s  t h i n k i n g  about any of  t h e  p i l o t s  t h a t  might
have been connected w i t h  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might 
have been k i l l e d .  

A. ANDREOTTA, sir .  

Q. W e  unders tand about  ANDREOTTA. 

A. BERRY was t h e  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r .  I d o n ' t  remember 
whether he  was o u t  t h e r e  a t  a l l  t h a t  day. H e  cou ld  have been 
ou t  t h e r e  on s t a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  nobody else was ou t  
t h e r e  i n  a s c o u t  b e s i d e s  m e .  

Q A s  an aero-scout  p i l o t ,  who d i d  you r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  
t o  w i t h i n  your  u n i t ?  Who w a s  your  n e x t  s e n i o r  commander? 

A. L i e u t e n a n t  LLOYD. 

Q. And what w a s  h i s  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. S e c t i o n  l e a d e r  of t h e  s c o u t s ,  s ir .  

Q. Scout  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

I 0  : Colonel  MILLER? 

COL MILLER: N o ,  sir. 

I 0  : M r .  THOMPSON, you 've  had some t ime s i n c e  we l a s t  
t a l k e d  t o  you and up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime t o  t h i n k  t h i s  s i t -
u a t i o n  over  and you know what you t o l d  us b e f o r e .  I f  you 
have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  which has  come t o  mind i n  
t h i s  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d ,  w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  very much your 
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g i v i n g  it t o  us. 

A.  One t h i n g  t h a t  I d o n ' t  remember whether I 
mentioned it o r  n o t .  Sometime du r ing  t h e  day,  I s a i d  
I on ly  f i r e d  one t i m e .  I f i r e d  ano the r  t ime t o  s t o p  ' 

some s u s p e c t s  from moving o u t  of t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  w e s t  
of  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  highway because t h e r e  was a s l i c k - - I  

.heard  t h a t  e i t h e r  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  Colonel  BARKER 
had two people  " d i - d i ' i n g "  and it came down t o  my r a d i o  
t o  s t o p  them. So I j u s t  f i r e d  once i n  f r o n t  of  them 
and they  d i d  s t o p  and p i c k  them up. 

Q. Well,  t h a t  t ies  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  i n  because w e  d i d  
h e a r  about some a i r c r a f t  t h a t  p u t  down s u p p r e s s i v e  f i r e  i n  
f r o n t  of them and had s topped them and they  w e r e  subsequent ly  
p icked  up. So t h a t  t ies  i n  t h a t  very n i c e l y .  

Can you t h i n k  of  any o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  might  be 
h e l p f u l  t o  us? 

A.  ' N o ,  sir .  

I0 : We say  t o  you aga in  t h a t  i f  any of t h i s  does  come 
t o  mind, o r  i f  you l o c a t e  any m a t e r i a l s ,  maps, photos ,  mem-
oranda,  l o g s  o r  any th ing  e l s e  t h a t  might be of  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  do h e r e ,  w e  would l i k e  ve ry  much t o  
have it. 

A. I a m  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  any le t te rs  
t h a t  I might have w r i t t e n  t o  my wi fe  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d o n ' t  
know whether t h e s e  t h i n g s  would be h e l p f u l  o r  no t .  

Q. I t  would be  h e l p f u l  i f  you would s c a n  those  le t ters  
and s e e  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  any d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  i n  which you 
might have s e n t  some word home t o  your w i fe  concern ing  t h i s .  

Does anybody else have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of when you f i r s t  
heard  you were being recommended f o r  a commendation i n  re-
s p e c t  t o  e v e n t s  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. It w a s n ' t  ve ry  long  af ter  t h a t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who t o l d  you? 
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A. N o ,  s ir .  I wrote up my crew ch ie f  and gunner. 

Q e  
Was it before o r  a f t e r  you wrote them up? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q 0 
D o  you remember anything about t h e  p resen ta t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  

Q . Where it took place? 

A. A t  F o r t  Rucker, s ir .  

Q 0 After  you re tu rned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I had t h e  o rde r s  before  o r  had seen 
t h e  orders .  They had c a l l e d  me once before  and s a i d  t h a t  
I had t o  go t o  an awards and decora t ions  ceremony and I 
s a i d ,  " J u s t  mail  it t o  me. " The next  time they c a l l e d  me 
they s a i d  I would go o u t  and s t and  i n  f r o n t  of everybody. 

Q a A t  Rucker? 

A, Yes , sir .  

Q When d id  you leave  Vietnam? 

A. August t h e  26th,  1968. 

TO: This hear ing  i s  recessed a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1211 hours ,  22 December 1969.) 

103 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-3 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0945 hour s ,  
6 January 19 70. ) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named persons  are p r e s e n t :  
LTG PEERS, MR MACCRKTE, MR WALSH, and CDR DAVIS. 

The h e a r i n g  recalls M r .  Hugh C. THOMPSON. 

(CW2 THOMPSON was r e c a l l e d  and t e s t i f i e d  as 
fo l lows  :) 

M r .  THOMPSON, I remind you t h a t  you remain under 
o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

I0: I would l i k e  a t  t h i s  t ime t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  
a s e r i e s  of seven photographs t aken  by John H. SMAIL, squad 
l e a d e r ,  f i r s t  squad,  3d P l a toon ,  C/1/20. 

RCDR : These photographs a r e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d ,  
and w i l l  be numbered P-123 through P-129. 

I0: M r .  THOMPSON, t h e  purpose of g e t t i n g  you back i n  
h e r e  t h i s  morning i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a i r c r a f t  which may have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  a s i d e  from t h o s e  which w e r e  
a s s igned  t o  t h e  174th  Av ia t ion  Company. 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q - '  We would l i k e  you t o  look a t  t h e s e  photographs 
which w e  have i s o l a t e d .  See i f  you can i d e n t i f y  a i r c r a f t ,  
by markings which belonged t o  o t h e r  u n i t s .  W e  would ask 
that i n  doing s o  you a l s o  t e l l  u s  t h e  number of  t h e  photo  
and t h e  u n i t  t o  which t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s  a s s igned .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

(The photos  were passed  t o  M r .  THOMPSON and he 
i d e n t i f i e d  them as f o l l o w s . )  

Photos P-11 and P-12, I c a n ' t  i d e n t i f y .  I t ' s  n o t  a 
d u s t o f f  s h i p .  

Q You would e x p e c t  it t o  be a d u s t o f f  s h i p ,  would 
you no t?  
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A. They c a r r i e d  t h e  wounded, b u t  t h a t  is  n o t  t h e  
dus to f f  sh ip .  

Q e  I recogn ize  t h a t ,  b u t  normally a d u s t o f f  s h i p  
would be used f o r  t h e  evacua t ion  of  wounded and c a s u a l t i e s .  

A. Normally. Whichever one w a s  t h e  c l o s e r  t h e r e ;  
they probably j u s t  tagged the c l o s e s t  one. 

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A. This  second s h i p  i n  p i c t u r e  P-29 is a R a t t l e r  s h i p .  
I b e l i e v e  t h e  R a t t l e r s  are t h e  71s t  a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Q How do you i d e n t i f y  t h a t  as an a i r c r a f t  of  t h e  
7 1 s t  Av ia t ion  Company? 

A. That  i s  a R a t t l e r  i n s i g n i a  on t h e  nose of  it, on 
t h e  ch in  of it, sir. 

Q a Does it appear  t o  you t h a t  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  is  one 
of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  used i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I f  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  are taken  of t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  
it would appear  t h a t  way, sir ,  because t h e r e  was ano the r  one 
t h a t  showed it i n  t h e  a i r ,  r i g h t  h e r e ,  touching  down ( r e f e r r i n g  
t o  photo)  . I assumed it was touching  down. It could  be 
coming i n  f o r  e x t r a c t i o n .  I n  photo P-65 you c a n ' t  t e l l  i f  it 
is t h e  same format ion  o r  n o t ,  b u t  t h e  s h i p  i s  behind aho the r  
s h i p .  You can see them r i g h t  h e r e  i n  photo P-65. 

9. You cannot  see any t a i l  numbers o r  any th ing  t o  
f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f y  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

A. No, s ir .  ?;he a i r c r a f t  number would be on t h e  
v e r t i c a l  s t a b i l i z e r  and a l s o  on t h e  door ,  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  But,  you c a n ' t  see it on p i c t u r e  11. 

Q. I n  photo P-29 and photo P-65, can you i d e n t i f y  t h e  
i n s i g n i a  on t h e  c r a f t  ahead of t h e  c r a f t  t h a t  has  t h e  R a t t l e r  
i n s i g n i a  on i t ?  

A. I n  photo P-65 you can ,  b u t  you c a n ' t  i n  photo  P-29,
sir. This  i s  b l u e  r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Now i n  t h e  
c o l o r  p i c t u r e  which i s  t h e  c o l o r  r ep roduc t ion  of  photo P-29, 
you can see some b l u e  r i g h t  t h e r e  and you can s e e  a wh i t e  
s p o t  which could  be ' t h e  wh i t e  s p o t  v i s i b l e  as t h e  mouth on 
photo P-65. But t o  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f y  it--I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  it 
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i n  photo P-29 because it doesn ' t show t h a t  much. This one 
( i n d i c a t i n g  photo P-65) you can s e e ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q Is t h i s  a ~ o l p h i na i r c r a f t ?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q But t h e  one behind it is  a R a t t l e r  a i r c r a f t ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q And t h e  ~ o l p h i nis  from the  174th? 

A.  Yes, sir.  The Dolphins a r e  t h e  s l i c k s ,  and t h e  
Sharks a r e  t h e  gunships.  

Q .  Do you recognize any of the  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  two 
photos you have before  you? 

A .  NO, s i r ,  n o t  i n  photo P-27. 

Q 9 How about photo P-26? 

A .  I t  l o o k s , l i k e  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  R a t t l e r  s h i p s  t h e r e .  
S i r ,  you can s e e  a c i r c l e  on t h e  nose of t h i s  c e n t e r  one, 
and you can s e e  something black o r  dark going up through it. 
That could be t h e  head of t h e  R a t t l e r ,  bu t  I c o u l d n ' t  say 
t h a t  it was. 

Q I t  appears t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two a d d i t i o n a l  s h i p s
wi th  t h e  same type of marking? 

A. There a r e  t h r e e  sh ips  i n  t h a t  second V t h a t  
have the  same marking on them. But I c a n ' t  say t h a t  it is 
the  R a t t l e r .  

Q- We have h e r e  now photo P-71. 

A. This was taken a t  Dot t i e .  I th ink  t h e r e  is  a 
c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  of t h i s  somewhere, i s n ' t  t h e r e ?  Maybe it 
i s  t h a t  one. I t h i n k  t h a t  is  a 176th sh ip .  

Q What makes you th ink  t h a t ' s  a 176th sh ip?  

A. Most of t h e i r s  have the  band around t h e  t a i l ,  See 
t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  of white  t h e r e  on t h e  t a i l  boom, it is  a 
p i c t u r e  of a minuteman. They haven ' t  go t  t h e  s t r i p e ,  but  
they have g o t  t h e  minuteman s tanding  back t h e r e .  
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Q e  .Here is  photo P-72. 

A. You can s e e  t h e  minuteman i n  t h i s  one. Tha t ' s  
what it looks l i k e  t o  me. I d o n ' t  know whether you not iced  
any of t h e  a i r c r a f t  a t  Chu Lai  coming out  of t h e  V I P  pad. 
~ h c ys t i l l  have a minuteman back t h e r e  on t h e  s t a b i l i z e r .  The 
door of t h a t  one has go t  numbers p r i n t e d  on it. The 174th 
and 176th,  I t h i n k ,  have t h e  numbers p r i n t e d  i n  black r i g h t  
t h e r e  on some of t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I c a n ' t  make o u t  what the  
numbers a r e  t h e r e .  

Q - Where on t h e  s h i p  do they have t h e  numbers, j u s t  
forward of ,the door? 

A, Actual ly  on t h e  door ,  s i r .  

Q- On t h e  p i l o t ' s  door o r  on t h e  back door? 

A. P i l o t ' s  and c o p i l o t ' s  door. Not a l l  of t h e i r  
a i r c r a f t  do, b u t  some of them do t h a t  I ' v e  seen. I th ink  
the  174th--See t h e  s t r i p e s  around t h i s  t a i l  boom and t h a t  
t a i l  boom? They a r e  d i f f e r e n t  co lo r s .  These a r e ,  I t h i n k ,  
red and yellow o r  red  and orange o r  something. I d o n ' t  
know where they came up with t h a t  c o l o r  combination. I 
th ink  be fo re  they came t o  Chu Lai it used t o  be a group 
des ignat ion .  

Q. You i d e n t i f y ,  n o t  p o s i t i v e l y ,  b u t  .you would i d e n t i f y  
t h i s  one a i r c r a f t  as an a i r c r a f t  of t h e  176th because of t h e  
minuteman i n s i g n i a  on t h e  t a i l  boom? 

A. Yes, sir. 

How many a d d i t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t  would you i d e n t i f y  
a s  being from t h e  176th? 
Q o  


A. That would be t h e  only one t h a t  I could,  because 
t h a t ' s  the only one t h a t  shows anything whi te  on the  t a i l ,  s i r .  

Q .  I have he re  photograph P-73. Would you see  i f  you 
can i d e n t i f y  t h e  organiza t ion  t o  which t h a t  a i r c r a f t  is  
assigned? 

A. This i s  a c o l o r  p r i n t  and it looks l i k e  t h e r e  is  
some blue  arching  up, s o  I would guess it would be a Dolphin 
sh ip .  That.'s 174th. 
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Q. I have h e r e ,  M r .  THOMPSON, an a e r i a l  photograph 
of t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a r e a  which t o g e t h e r  you and I had prepared  
based upon t h e  i n fo rma t ion  and t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  taken  du r ing  
o u r  low-level  f l i g h t  of  t h e  My L a i  a r e a .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  
v e r i f y  t h i s  aer ia l  photo f o r  t h e  r eco rd  and i n d i c a t e  i f  t h a t ' s  
i n  agreement w i t h  t h e  f l i g h t  r eco rd ing .  Also,  t h i s  photo 
i n d i c a t e s ,  by a second number 2 ,  r e v e r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  d i t r h  a r e a .  

A. Yes, sir. This  w a s  p repared  by me, t o  t h e  b e s t  
of  my memory, a t  Chu L a i ,  Vietnam, 4 January 1970,  fo l lowing  
o b s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  s i t e  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on Janua ry  1 and 
January 4 ,  1970. The purpose of t h e  January 4 f l i g h t  w a s  t o  
r e l o c a t e  o r  t r y  t o  be more e x a c t  as t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  
of  t h e  d i t c h .  T h a t ' s  why t h e  two number 2 ' s  appear  on t h e  map. 

Q I would l i k e  t h i s  a e r i a l  photo,  which has  been 
a u t h e n t i c a t e d  by Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r eco rd  a s  an e x h i b i t  p rope r ly  i d e n t i f i e d .  

(The a e r i a l  photo was marked and e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  P-1B.) 

A ,  One t h i n g .  I t  s a y s ,  "Meeting i n  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
l i e u t e n a n t "  as  i t e m  number 6 .  A t  t h a t  t ime it was an 
assumption on my p a r t  he w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t ,  s ir .  

Q A t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime when you made t h i s  f l i g h t ,  
you knew t h a t  it w a s  L i eu t enan t  CALLEY, d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Well,  y e s ,  s ir .  

So from t h a t  p o i n t  of  view, i s  t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, I have h e r e  t h e  
l o g  of Task Force Barker.  You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  l o g ,  
which i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  E x h i b i t  M-16, shows t h a t  a t  1330 on t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of t h e  1 6 t h  an a i r c r a f t  from t h e  123d h i t  some 
brush.  The l o g  e n t r y  r e a d s ,  "Chopper i s  f l y i n g ,  no i n j u r i e s  
w e r e  i n d i c a t e d , "  To t h e  b e s t  of ou r  knowledge, t h e  only  
.H-23 i n  t h e  a r e a  on t h a t  d a t e  was t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  which you 
were f l y i n g .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A,  I remember h i t t i n g  a t r e e  o u t  t h e r e  one day,  s i r ,  
and damaging t h e  b l ade  cap. But looking  on down h e r e ,  I 
d o n ' t  see any o t h e r  e n t r y  where they  s e n t  f o r  a maintenance 
s h i p .  

(THOMPSON) 108 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-3 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(Witness reviewed the  log.  ) 

How long d i d  you remain on t h e  ground? 
Q o  


A e  The time I h i t  the  t r e e ,  s i r ,  it was j u s t  about 
5 t o  1 0  minutes. I j u s t  c u t  the  a i r c r a f t  down and waited 
u n t i l  t he  blades q u i t .  I more than l i k e l y  helped slow them 
down. I then saw t h a t  t h e  only damage t h a t  was done t h a t  I 
could s e e  was j u s t  t o  t h e  cap. I knew t h a t  it was s a f e  
enough t o  f l y  back t o  Dot t i e ,  and I d i d  t h a t  i n  about 10 
minutes a t  t h e  most. 

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  My Lai ( 4 ) ,  approximately where 
d id  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  take  p lace?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember i f  it happened t h e  same day. I ' d  
say it happened t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  A l l  I remember is  t h a t  it 
happened on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  highway. I c a n ' t  remember 
it happening t h e  same day, sir.  

Q - I f  we can be l i eve  t h e  l o g ,  c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  was an 
a i r c r a f t  t h a t  d i d  h i t  something. That was repor ted  by the  
u n i t  on t h e  ground back t o  t h e  headquarters  of Task Force 
Barker, 

Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  This i s  n o t  our log .  

Q. So t h e r e  should be no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  h e r e  of c a l l i n g
fo r  a maintenance sh ip .  That should more proper ly  have been 
done through t h e  communication of t h e  123d Aviat ion.  

A,  But we kept  a log ,  something of t h i s  na tu re ,  too .  
But t h e r e  was another  H-23 f l y i n g  t h a t  day, s i r .  I t  was down 
here  a t  1535, ( reading from log)  "B-135 s p o t t e d  homemade 
antenna, v i c i n i t y  794848. Engaged with r o c k e t s . "  I f  
you check on t h e  map, t h a t  i s  going t o  be r i g h t  about on a 
c l i f f  a t  t h e  water .  I t  was about the  t h i r d  o r  four th  day 
a f t e r  we had known about t h e  antenna t h a t  I f i n a l l y  went up, 
h , ,ered over it, jerked the  t h i n g  o f f ,  and took it back. I 
wasn ' t  o u t  t h e r e  when they f i r e d  t h e  rocke t .  So it had t o  be 
another  H-23 t h a t  day. 

Q. There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  another  H-23 d id  jo in  
l a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning. A s  I r e c a l l ,  they s t a r t e d  o f f  with 
your s h i p  a s  t h e  only H - 2 3 .  They had another  H-23 i n  r o u t e ,  
but  something happened t o  it and it had t o  r e t u r n  t o  Chu Lai .  
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  day t h i s  
a i r c r a f t  o r  another  a i r c r a f t  joined i n  the  opera t ion .  
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A. This 1330 e n t r y  would have probably been t h e  
f i r s t  miss ion  o f  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  This is  1535, s o  t h a t  would be 
t h e  nex t  miss ion.  That  would be another  one of  t h e  H-23 
p i l o t s .  Can I look a t  t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  i t ' s - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t ' s  t h e  same antenna t h a t  I w a s  
speak ing  o f .  

Q Northeas t  of My La i  ( I ) ,o r  what w e  r e f e r  t o  as 
P i n k v i l l e .  

A.  Yes, sir.  That  ' s  where t h e  an tenna  was. I 
f i n a l l y  went up a couple  of days a f t e r  t h a t  and j e rked  t h e  
t h i n g  o f f  because they  never  could d e s t r o y  it w i t h  r o c k e t s .  
So t h e r e  w a s  ano the r  H - 2 3  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

Q Sometime d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a s  I would 
r e c o n s t r u c t  what y o u ' r e  i n d i c a t i n g ,  you d i d  h i t  some brush 
wi th  your  main r o t o r ?  

A.  It was a tree, bamboo, about h a l f  t h e  s i z e  o f  
your w r i s t .  

Q A s  I would r e c a l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  on ly  one t h a t  had 
taken  p l a c e  t h e r e  f o r  some t ime and tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s ir .  That  had t o  be m e ,  I 
guess ,  because I d o n ' t  remember anybody e l s e  h i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
brush .  I do r e m e m b e r  h i t t i n g  a t r e e  o u t  t h e r e  and it was i n  
t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  I c a n ' t  remember where. I t  w a s  t h e  same 
day. I t  had t o  be p r e t t y  c l o s e  i n  t h e r e  because I set down 
where t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  w e r e .  

Q Well, t h a t  would v e r i f y  t h i s  because they  d i d  
r e p o r t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had h i t  some brush .  You had t o  be 
c l o s e  t o  them. Otherwise they  wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  it. 
You must have been f a i r l y  nea r  t h e  command group. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  when I set down they  were r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  anybody a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  Yes, sir .  I t a l k e d  w i t h  somebody b u t  I c a n ' t  be 
p o s i t i v e  who it was. It seems l i k e  it was a c a p t a i n ,  b u t  
I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
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Q id you recognize him a s  t h e  cap ta in  t h a t  you had 
seen e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember whether it was t h e  cap ta in - - i t  
was somebody t h a t  I had seen and I d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  want 
t o  t a l k  t o  him very much. But I d o n ' t  remember whether it 
was a cap ta in  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  o r  who it was. I remember t h e r e  
was j u s t  a bad f e e l i n g  I guess I had. 

Q. Would t h i s  be t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you saw shoot 
the  young woman? 

A. W e l l ,  I would say it would be one of t h r e e  people,  
sir. 

Q- Who would they be? 

A.  It would be t h e  c a p t a i n ,  l i e u t e n a n t ,  o r  t h e  colored  
sergeant .  The guy I t a lked  t o  wasn ' t  co lored  s o  t h a t  pu t s  it 
down t o  t h e  cap ta in  o r  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  They a r e  t h e  only 
ones I had ill f e e l i n g s  a g a i n s t  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, sir. 

Q o  You might th ink  f o r  a moment t o  see i f  you can 
r e c o l l e c t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more whether it was a cap ta in  o r  a 
l i e u t e n a n t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  a r e a  being anywhere near t h e  
d i t c h  o r  near  t h e  bunker a rea?  

A ,  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  sir.  I t  seems - l i k e  t h e r e  
were some t r e e s  t o  t h e  west of me, west of where I s e t  down 
a t  t h a t  time. But I c a n ' t  remember how c l o s e  it was t o  My 
L a i  . 
Q . Before w e  r e l e a s e  you t o  r e t u r n  you t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  
do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion ,  M r .  THOMPSON, t h a t  
you'd l i k e  t o  provide a t  t h i s  time? 

A ,  No, sir. Not t h a t  I can t h i n k  o f .  

Q. W e  would again ask you t o  cont inue t o  t h i n k  about 
t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  you can r e c o l l e c t  any more d e t a i l s .  This 
morning may be somewhat h e l p f u l .  I f  any of t h e s e  d e t a i l s  do 
come t o  mind, we would l i k e  you t o  c o n t a c t  us i n  Washington 
s o  t h a t  we can arrange  t o  ob ta in  information from you. 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

9.  The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1104 hours ,  6 January 1970.) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1315 hours ,  10 February 
1970.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, LTC BAUER. and MAJ 
LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  F i r s t  Lieutenant  Hugh C. 
THOMPSON. 

(1LT THOMPSON w a s  r e c a l l e d  as a wi tness  and t e s -
t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

RCDR : Lieutenant  THOMPSON, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you re-
main under oa th  be fo re  t h i s  hear ing .  

A.  Yes, sir.  

I0 : M r .  THOMPSON, as you know, s i n c e  we t a l k e d  t o  you 
sometime ago we've made a t r i p  t o  South Vietnam and we saw a 
g r e a t  d e a l  ou t  t h e r e ,  and we t a l k e d  t o  a l o t  of  people o u t  
t h e r e .  Since we've r e tu rned  we've t a lked  t o  q u i t e  a few 
a d d i t i o n a l  people. A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time we've t a l k e d  t o  approx-
imate ly  350 people,  so w e  have a p r e t t y  good i d e a  about what 
has  gone on with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  t h e  recording  of it, 
and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it. But even s o ,  we thought  it would 
be wise t o  c a l l  you back t o  t r y  t o  f i l l  i n  some gaps which 
we may have, and a l s o  t o  again go over c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of your 
testimony based upon t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  information which we may 
now have. Before w e  proceed, I would ask i f  you have any 
ques t ions?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q We'l l  have Colonel FRANKLIN handle t h e  ques t ion ing  
t h i s  a f te rnoon.  I might say t h a t  bes ides  Colonel FRANKLIN, 
any of t h e  people a t  t h e  t a b l e  may address ques t ions  t o  you. 

A .  Yes, 'sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: Lieutenant  THOMPSON, f i r s t . o f  a l l  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
r e a s s u r e  you. I see you a r e  without  your normal counsel.  

A .  Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Is t h i s  by your own dec i s ion?  
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A .  W e l l ,  I c a l l e d  him l a s t  n i g h t ,  s i r ,  t o  l e t  him 
know I was going t o  be here .  T h a t ' s  when I suppose he 
c a l l e d  t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  you. H e ' s  t i e d  up i n  c o u r t  
today, b u t  he s a i d  it would be okay t o  come on over  he re .  

Q- You're w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  wi thou t  counsel?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e a s s u r e  you, L ieu tenan t  THOMPSON,
*at  nobody s u s p e c t s  you of anything.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. On t h e  con t ra ry .  You've come through this even t  
l i k e  perhaps w e  wish t h a t  some o t h e r s  had. So I want you 
t o  speak very  f r ank ly .  J u s t  because of t h e  rank on t h i s  
board,  d o n ' t  f e e l  you have t o  h e s i t a t e  over  what words you 
should use.  W e  want you t o  s o r t  of reproduce something 
f o r  us now t h a t  you 've  been over  a l o t  of t imes ,  b u t  i t ' s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t .  That  i s : what you t o l d  Major 
WATKE, n o t  Colonel  HENDERSON, Major WATKE about noon on 
1 6  March 1968. Now you came back. You had a  morning probably 
un l ike  any you e v e r  had i n  your  l i f e ,  and you had seen  
and experienced an awful l o t  of t h i n g s .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  
understand t h i s .  You came back about 1100 o r  1200, 
perhaps even e a r l i e r  than  t h a t ,  between perhaps 1115 and 
1130. You w e r e  extremely angry. I unders tand you have 
a  temper, and d o n ' t  f e e l  bad about it. This  i s  n o t  a 
criticism. This  should make you speak more f r e e l y .  So I 
want you t o  j u s t  t h i n k ,  L ieu tenan t  THOMPSON, and t r y  t o  
r e e s t a b l i s h  i n  your  mind and t e l l  us what you can r eco l -
l e c t  t e l l i n g  Major WATKE. 

A .  W e l l ,  s ir ,  I remember going i n  and t a l k i n g  t o  
him, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember what I s a i d .  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  I 
t o l d  him eve ry th ing  and poss ib ly  more a t  t h a t  t ime because 
it was a l o t  more c l e a r  i n  my mind then  than  it i s  now. 
I f e e l  t h a t  I t o l d  him eve ry th ing  t h a t  I ' v e  t o l d  you. 
Something was mentioned about t h e  h a t  w i th  " C a l i f o r n i a "  
w r i t t e n  on it, b u t  what was mentioned about  t h e  h a r d  h a t ,  
the helmet,  w i t h  " C a l i f o r n i a "  w r i t t e n  on it, I d o n ' t  
remember, s i r .  

Q. Okay. You went t o  see Major WATKE and you were 
upse t ,  r i g h t ?  
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A. Yes, sir. I guess I could say I was upse t .  

0 Did you throw your helmet down on t h e  f l i g h t
l i n e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q You went t o  s e e  Major WATKE. You say  you t o l d  
him everything.  Can you expand on t h a t ?  What "everything" 
i s ?  A 1 1  t h e  d e t a i l s ?  

A. Like I say ,  I d o n ' t  remember what I t o l d  him, 
b u t  I f e e l  t h a t  I t o l d  him about t h e  d i t c h  and about asking 
t h e  colored  i n d i v i d u a l  i f  we could h e l p  t h e  people i n  t h e  
d i t c h  out .  I would say I t o l d  him about t a l k i n g  with t h e  
ind iv idua l  who I thought was a l i e u t e n a n t  next  t o  t h e  bunker 
s i t e .  But I c a n ' t  swear I t a l k e d  t o  him about t h a t  because 
I d o n ' t  remember what I s a i d  t o  him. 

Q Is t h e r e  any doubt i n  your mind t h a t  you conveyed 
t o  Major WATKE t h a t  t h e r e  were a l a r g e  number of  dead women, 
ch i ld ren  and noncombatants? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I b e l i e v e  I t o l d  him 
t h a t .  I can '  t s e e  why I would go i n  and s e e  him i f ,  I wasn ' t  
going t o  say something about t h a t .  

Q Are you convinced i n  your own mind t h a t  a l o t  of 
noncombatants had been k i l l e d  needless ly?  

A. I ' m  convinced i n  my mind t h a t  a bunch of non-
combatants were k i l l e d ,  and I d o n ' t  know how they got  k i l l e d ,  
s i r .  That was my whole thought of t h e  time t h e n ,  how t h e  
people got i n  t h e  d i t c h .  I t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  make sense  t o  me 
a s  t o  how those  peopie would g e t  i n  t h a t  d i t c h .  

Q And you ' re  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  one t h i n g  you 
d i d  inc lude  i s  t h e  people i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I would f e e l  t h a t  it would b e ,  s i r .  

Q Do you have any i d e a  about a number which you
might have given Major WATKE? 
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A. I t  seemed l i k e  a 100 t o  125 was mentioned some-
t i m e .  Now whether  it was wi th  Major WATKE o r  when I t a l k e d  
t o  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q 0 
You know t h i s  y o u r s e l f  b e t t e r  than  anybody e l s e ,  

L i eu t enan t  THOMPSON. You were a w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ,  and f e e l i n g  
as  s t r o n g l y  as you would a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and t h i n k  c a r e f u l l y ,  
do you f e e l  you 'd  have any h e s i t a t i o n  a t  a l l  about  t a l k i n g  
t o  a major ,  a f i e l d  grade o f f i c e r ,  company commander, and 
say ing  e x a c t l y  what was on your  mind? 

A .  No, s i r ,  I ' d  j u s t '  s t a r t  w i t h  " s i r "  and end w i t h  
1 I s i r  'I . 
Q 0 T h a t ' s  a l l  my q u e s t i o n s  on t h a t  s u b j e c t .  

10: W e l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  ask a l i t t l e  b i t .  When 
you f i r s t  came i n  from t a k i n g  t h e  boy t o  Quang Ngai,  t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  when you came back t o  LZ D o t t i e  and you s e t  
down a t  t h e  h e l i p a d  t h e r e ,  were you and some of t h e  o t h e r  
p i l o t s  t a l k i n g  about  t h i n g s  b e f o r e  you went up t o  s e e  Major 
WATKE? You pe rhaps ,  and CULVERHOUSE , and LIVINGSTON,  and 
maybe ANDREOTTA, and COLBURN were a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  somebody 
else w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  crews,  M r .  MILLIANS and BAKER, and 
BROWN, and a l l  t h e s e  people  t h a t  you 'd  been f l y i n g  wi th  
t h a t  morning? 

A .  Danny M I L L I A N S ,  and CULVERHOUSE and BROWN and I 
t a l k e d  about i t ,  b u t  d o n ' t  remember when, s i r .  I d o n ' t  
remember whether  it was back a t  t h e  hootch j u s t  "BS ' i n g "  
o r  whether  it was o u t  on t h a t  l i n e .  S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
g e t t i n g  back t o  t h a t .  

Q Y e s ,  w e  have some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  when you came 
i n  you t a l k e d  t h i s  over  w i th  some o f  t h e  people  t h a t  you 'd  
been w i t h  when you a l l  s a t  down t h e r e ,  b e f o r e  you went up 
t o  s e e  Major WATKE, j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
what you 'd  s een  down t h e r e  and s o  on. 

A. W e  t a l k e d  something about  i t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  s i r .  
You know, i t  came up i n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  because I remember 
BROWN s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  agree  w i th  t h i s  e i t h e r ,  what went on. 
I t h i n k  i t  was BROWN. I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
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Q W e l l ,  w e  know t h a t  a l l  t hose  people had a good
e y e f u l  of it, MILLIANS and CULVERHOUSE perhaps more than 
most people .  Now when you went up t o  s e e  Major WATKE, who 
e l s e  was i n  t h e  van t h e r e  with  him? 

A .  .I d o n ' t  know, sir.  I d o n ' t  know whether w e  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  van o r  went o u t s i d e .  I t h i n k  we s t a y e d  i n  it 
i n  t h a t  case .  Captain  MOE should have been t h e r e ,  I would 
t h i n k ,  i f  he was down t h e r e  t h a t  day because he  was s o r t  of 
t h e  ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r .  And t h e r e  was a s p e c i a l i s t  who ran  
t h e  r a d i o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

COL FRANKLIN : KUBERT , S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  K-U-B-E-R-T. Yes, s i r ,  and he should 
have been t h e r e .  To a c t u a l l y  remember, you know, everybody 
t h a t  was t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  seem--

I0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you would g e t  back from a t r i p  
l i k e  t h i s ,  would you g ive  KUBERT a rundown on what you had 
done and whom you had seen? Did you prepare  a l o g  of any form? 

A .  W e  had a l o g ,  sir.  W e  would go back i n  a f t e r  t h e  
mission i f  w e  go t  a couple of  K I A ' s ,  and w e  would c a l l  them 
i n  when w e  go t  them. Then w e  Id go back and sometimes h e ' d  
ask  ques t ions  about them, i f  he  d i d n ' t  g e t  eve ry th ing  t h e n  
h e ' d  make s u r e .  He'd say  w e l l  i s  t h i s  where it happened and 
what it was. But t h i s  would--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h i n k  about  t h a t  day now 
when you came back i n .  You h a d n ' t  had a g r e a t  d e a l  of a c t i v i t y ,  
b u t  you had had two t h i n g s  a s i d e  from t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  t h e  dead 
c i v i l i a n s .  One i s  t h a t  you'd taken  a VC under f i r e  on t h e  
n o r t h  s l o p e  of H i l l  85 and you w e r e n ' t  s u r e  whether you k i l l e d  
him o r  no t .  You a l s o  l o c a t e d  t h e  mortar  rounds on t o p  of H i l l  
85. I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  t o  KUPERT and t e l l  him anyth ing
e l s e ?  A s  f a r  a s  I know you w e r e  t h e  only aero-scout  t h a t  
was f l y i n g  t h a t  day. You had flown a l l  morning. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I was t h e  only one t h a t  was 
f ly ing .  Somebody had t o  g e t  it s t r a i g h t  about  t h e  mortars  
because a t  f i r s t  w e  c a l l e d  them mortars  r a t h e r  than  mortar  
rounds and everybody thought they were tubes .  I c a n ' t  
remember whether t h a t  was taken  c a r e  of wh i l e  w e  were o u t  
t h e r e  o r  a f t e r  w e  g o t  back and r e f u e l e d  one t i m e  o r  so .  
know they s e n t  a team o u t  and exploded t h e  mortar  rounds. 

Q. M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: I have no ques t ions  . 
LTC BAUER: Lieu tenan t  THOMPSON, I know you've gone over  
t h i s  q u i t e  a b i t  and you've answered some ques t ions  about 
some s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  you d i scussed  wi th  Major WATKE when you 
g o t  back, I ' m  j u s t  wondering whether you r e c a l l  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  words t h a t  might have been used. I ' m  t h ink ing  
of s p e c i f i c s  l i k e  "murder" o r  "unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  " t h i n g s  
of t h i s  n a t u r e .  

A.  I t  seems, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, t h a t  I 
would've s a i d  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  unders tand how t h o s e  people  
go t  i n  the d i t c h .  I d o n ' t  know. I ' v e  been on a l o t  of 
ope ra t ions ,  and i f  you go i n  a v i l l a g e  on one s i d e ,  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  a r e  going t o  be heading ou t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end 
you ' r e  coming i n  from. Of course ,  y o u ' r e  going t o  have VC 
mixing i n  w i t h  them. But it j u s t  d i d n ' t ,  s t i l l  d o e s n ' t ,  
s e e m  f e a s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  a l l  going t o  h i d e  i n  a open 
d i t c h  l i k e  t h a t .  I t  d o e s n ' t  seem f e a s i b l e  t h a t  i f  they 
had g o t t e n  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  t h e  Americans would 
have drug a l l  t h e  bodies  down i n  t h e r e  and put  l i v e  ones 
i n  wi th  t h e  dead ones. I f  they had g o t t e n  k i l l e d  by t h e  
i n f a n t r y ,  it d idn '  t make sense  t h a t  they would, you know, 
drag t h e  bodies  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h  o r  throw t h e m  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. Do YOU th ink  t h a t  anybody could have l e f t  t h a t  
meeting b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  of your  
conversa t ion  was t h i s  conf ron ta t ion  you 'd  had w i t h  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t  on t h e  ground? Was this t h e  primary t h r u s t  of 
your r e p o r t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a t  t h e  t ime,  s i r ,  I w a s n ' t  t o o  happy about,  
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you know, h i s  remarks t h a t  he made, s i r ,  t h a t  t h e  only  way 
t h a t  he  would g e t  them o u t  w a s  w i th  a hand grenade.  

Q Do you t h i n k  t h a t  most of your conversa t ion  w a s  
devoted t o  t h a t ,  o r  d i d  you cover  t h e  e n t i r e  spectrum of a l l  
t h e s e  even t s?  

A. I f e e l  I covered almost eve ry th ing  al though it 
could have been j u s t  wi th  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t .  I j u s t  can '  t 
remember. I know something was mentioned about t h e  h a t  w i th  
" C a l i f o r n i a "  w r i t t e n  on it. 

COL FRANKLIN: To h e l p  you r e c o l l e c t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  it 
was probably Captain LLOYD, Captain  MOE, Captain  SABRE, and 
SP5 KUBERT. Those are four  people t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  heard 
p a r t  of what you had t o  say  t o  Major WATKE. 

A. I d o n ' t  s e e  how Captain LLOYD would have heard m e .  
I f  he had heard m e ,  why wasn' t he  f l y i n g ?  

Q W e l l  Captain  LLOYD brought  down an H-23. You had 
an a i r c r a f t  t h a t  wouldn ' t  f l y .  H e  didn ' t  b r i n g  it down u n t i l  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. 

A. H e  could have been t h e r e  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  

Q I want t o  ask you another  tough q u e s t i o n  h e r e ,  
L ieu tenant  THOMPSON. You t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE. You t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON. You t a l k e d  t o  Chaplain CRESWELL. Now 
who e lse  d id  you t a l k  t o  about t h i s  i n  an o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y ,  
n o t  i n  your hootch back t h e r e ,  b u t  go t o  see l i k e  a chap la in  
o r  an IG o r  a commander? 

A. Nobody I remember. When I t a l k e d  t o  Chaplain 
CRESWELL, it wasn' t r e a l l y  o f f i c i a l  . 
Q You jumped i n  a jeep when you came back t o  Chu 
L a i .  You took a jeep t h a t  you used t o  ea t  chow i n .  You 
took o f f  and 'you w e r e  mad, and you had m e t  some of  t h e s e  
warran ts  i n  t h a t  hootch t h a t  you l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  you 
were going t o  see somebody. They d o n ' t  know i f  you d i d  or  
n o t .  Do you recal l  t h a t ?  

A. Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r .  
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Q. Y o u ' d o n ' t  r e c a l l  j u s t  jumping i n  a j eep  back a t  
t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and t a k i n g  o f f  s a y i n g  y o u ' r e  going t o  go t a l k  
t o  somebody, make s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  known, what.  happened, what 
you had seen? 

A .  I cou ld  have gone back ove r  t o  my, you know, t h e  
u n i t  I was a s s igned  t o .  But I d o n ' t  remember j u s t  jumping i n  
a jeep and d r i v i n g  o f f  , s i r .  I could  have gone back over  t o  
t h e  u n i t  I was a s s igned  t o .  

Q 0 S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN seems p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  on t h e  
1 6 t h  t h a t  h e  and ANDREOTTA went up somewhere on D o t t i e  and 
t a l k e d  t o  a c o l o n e l ,  and COLBURN remembers t h i s  because 
ANDREOTTA s t i l l  had blood on h i s  f a t i g u e s .  Can you t e l l  
us anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  What you know about  t h i s ?  

A. I remember going up and t a l k i n g  t o  what I thought  
was a c o l o n e l ,  sir.  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was Colonel  
HENDERSON. 

Q On t h e  16 th? That 's t h e  day it happened. 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge I went t o  t a l k  
t o  one pe r son  a t  D o t t i e .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was t h e  
1 6 t h  o r  t h e  1 7 t h .  

Q W e l l ,  w e  know on t h e  1 8 t h  t h a t  you d i d  t a l k  t oa 

Colonel  HENDERSON, and you've a l r e a d y  g iven  q u i t e  a b i t  of  
tes t imony on t h a t .  How about on t h e  16 th?  T h i s  i s  t h e  day 
it happened, t h e  day you t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE, ANDREOTTA 
g o t  b lood on h i s  f a t i g u e s .  Do you r e c a l l - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Blood on h i s  f a t i g u e s ?  

Q D o  you t h i n k  h e  might have g o t  it from t h a t  l i t t l e  a 

boy, ho ld ing  him? 

A .  H e  cou ld  have g o t  it whi l e  he  was i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
b u t  t h a t  would be  t h e  only  p l a c e .  We went somewhere and I 
d o n ' t  remember whether  a l l  t h r e e  of us went o r  t h e y ,  you 
know, t o l d  us t o  go s e e  t h i s  man. I h a v e n ' t  s a i d ,  you know, 
t h a t  it was t h e  1 8 t h  I went t o  s e e  t h e  c o l o n e l ,  s i r .  I went 
t o  s e e  somebody b e s i d e  a  wa te r  tower  o r  a lookout  tower o r  
whatever  it was. 

APP T-3 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q What's t h a t ?  Somebody b e s i d e  what? 

A. Well,  t h e  p l a c e  where w e  went t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h i s  
o f f i c e r  t h a t  we t a l k e d  t o .  And I thought  it was a s h o r t ,  
heavy-set  f u l l  b u l l .  Anyway, when I g o t  back h e r e  and I saw 
a p i c t u r e ,  and I s a w  Colonel  HENDERSON, it j u s t  d i d n ' t  r i n g  a 
b e l l .  I t a l k e d  t o  him, b u t ,  you know, he  s a y s  it w a s .  I 
guess  he would remember more t h a n  I would. 

Q W e l l  was t h a t  t h e  on ly  c o l o n e l  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o ?  

A .  To t h e  b e s t  I can remember, it was, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  COLBURN o r  ANDREOTTA t a l k i n g  t o  
anybody t h a t  you d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o ?  

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. I thought  j u s t  
one o f  them went up w i t h  m e  when I went. I t  could  have been 
bo th  of  them. 

Q I ' m  going t o  g e t  a photo  h e r e  i n  a minute  and 
show it t o  you,  L ieu t enan t  THOMPSON. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  on t h i s  , M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Not on t h i s  a s p e c t .  

10: W e l l ,  I want t o  w a i t  he re  till we come down t o  
t h i s  because w e  have gone i n t o  t h i s  o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  
HENDERSON. W e  might have a l i n k  wi th  where it took p l a c e  
and t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e .  Now it seems t o  m e  
t h a t  we have ano the r  p o s s i b l i t y  , t h a t  we have a n o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l  coming i n  h e r e ,  perhaps  even on t h e  1 6 t h .  

A. The f i r s t  t ime I was h e r e  b e f o r e  your  board  w e  
had ou r  p i c t u r e s  t aken  and Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  t h e r e .  
H e  was downs ta i r s  and I w a s  i n  t h e  same room w i t h  him for 
abou t ,  I don' t know, 5 o r  10 minutes .  And I d idn  't 
know who he  was. I d i d n ' t  r ecognize  him. I s a w  h i s  p i c t u r e ,  
you know, saw what Colonel  HENDERSON looked l i k e  and I d idn  ' t  
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remember h i s  f a c e .  And it could  have w e l l  been t h a t  h e  was 
t h e  man I t a l k e d  t o .  

Q W e l l  it seems t o  m e  w e  have t h a t  f a i r l - y  w e l l  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  it was Colonel  HENDERSON. Everybody 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON and I t h i n k ,  
if I'm n o t  mis taken ,  you d e s c r i b e d  it by what you s a i d ,  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he had t aken  n o t e s  down i n  a notebook.  

A. I t  seemed l i k e  it was on a pad l i k e  t h i s ,  s i r  
( p o i n t i n g  t o  ye l low l e g a l - s i z e  p a d ) .  Was t h e  I G  e v e r  t h e r e ,  
o r  who w a s  t h e  I G  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r ,  do you know? 

Q. The I G  would n o t  have been a f u l l  c o l o n e l .  The 
IG was a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  W e  w i l l  have h i s  p i c t u r e .  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who w a s  t h e  I G ,  b u t  
we do have p i c t u r e s  of Colonel  BARKER, and we do have p i c t u r e s  
of o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  W e  can make t h e s e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  see i f  
you can p i ck  o u t  any of them. You s a i d  t h a t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  you t a l k e d  t o  them n e a r  t h e  wa te r  tower? 

A. Yes, s i r .  You walk up from t h e  h e l i p a d ,  and it 
was on t h e  way t o  t h e  POL and t h e  rearm p o i n t .  T h a t ' s  a l l  
t o  t h e  wes t  o f  it. There was a  w a t e r  tower--probably n o t  a 
water tower. Maybe it w a s  a lookout  tower  o r  something. 
There w a s n ' t  even a lookout  tower w a s  t h e r e ?  There was some-
t h i n g  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  t h e  p l a c e  I went t o .  I though t  it w a s  
i n  a t e n t ,  n o t  a van. 

Q - W e l l  you could be  a c t u a l l y  t a l k i n g  about  d i f f e r e n t  
days and d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  t o o .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  I could  be .  

COL FRANKLIN: I want t o  show you t h e s e  p i c t u r e s .  M r .  
CULVERHOUSE t a l k e d  t o  us and h e  says  h e  thought  he  t a l k e d  
t o  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  and he  s a i d  it was e i t h e r  a t  an 
a r t i l l e r y  TOC o r  an FDC. Does t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l s ?  

A .  When I w a s  i n  t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  him, s i r ,  t h e r e  
wasn' t anybody i n  t h e r e  b u t  myself and him t o  t h e  best  of  
my knowledge. It was i n  t h e  a r e a  of where t h e i r  command p o s t  
was, sir .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any r a d i o s  i n  t h e r e ?  
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A. I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  s i r .  There was 
something on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  I t h i n k ,  'cause I walked i n  and 
he had one of t h e s e  f i e l d  t a b l e s  and t h a t ' s  where we s a t .  I t  
seemed l i k e  t h e r e  were some of t h e s e  r ad ios  though, bu t  
somebody e l s e  would have t o  have been i n  t h e r e .  I c a n ' t  
remember anybody e l s e  being i n  t h e r e  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. I ' m  going t o  show you a p i c t u r e  h e r e ,  Lieutenant  
THOMPSON, marked P-53, and I ' d  l i k e  t o  know i f  you've eve r  
seen t h i s  o f f i c e r  be fo re ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
man you t a l k e d  t o .  

A. I know who t h i s  i s .  I know who he i s ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e ' s  t h e  one I t a l k e d  t o ,  a s  I would have 
recognized him when I s a w  him h e r e  be fo re ,  sir. 

I0 : who w a s  t h a t ?  8 

MR WALSH : P-53. 

A.  Colonel BLACKLEDGE, I guess.  

COL FRANKLIN: I ' m  going t o  show you two co lo r  photos,  P-199 
and P-200. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h e s e ,  Lieutenant  
THOMPSON, and s e e  i f  e i t h e r  one of  those o f f i c e r s - -

A .  No, s i r ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  f a m i l i a r .  

Q - Let  t h e  record  show t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
shown i n  P-199 and P-200. I ' m  going t o  show you two more 
p i c t u r e s ,  one marked P--these photos have not  been en te red .  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  t h e s e .  Could you give me an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
number f o r  t h i s  f i r s t  photo? 

RCDR: Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  f i r s t  photo w i l l  be P-223. 

Q - The second photo? 

RCDR : P-224. 

(Photographs of COL LUPER and COL PARSON were 
rece ived  i n t o  evidence and marked a s  Exh ib i t s  P-223 and 
P-224,  r e spec t ive ly . )  

A .  I t ' s  no t  223, sir.  Colonel LUPER. 

Q You know Colonel LUPER? 
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' A. Y e s ,  sir.  I worked f o r  Colonel LUPER q u i t e  a b i t ,  
sir. 

Q I t  wasn ' t  Colonel LUPER you t a l k e d  t o ?  

A .  No, s i r .  He w a s  b a t t a l i o n  commander of t h e  6 / 1 1  
and I used t o  f l y  him a l l  t h e  t ime when I was with DIVARTY. 
1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  Colonel HENDERSON, sir. 

Q - You d o n ' t  t h ink  it w a s  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A .  W e l l ,  t h a t  was Colonel HENDERSON you j u s t  showed 
m e .  

9- N o ,  t h a t ' s  no t  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A. Oh, I thought it w a s ,  excuse m e .  

Q You say i t ' s  no t  t h i s  co lonel  r i g h t  on P-224? 
Here, t a k e  another  look a t  t h a t  p i c t u r e .  There ' s  c e r t a i n l y  
some resemblance, but  i t ' s  no t  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A .  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  it wasn ' t .  

Q. Okay, I ' m  going t o  show you a few more pictures. ,  
P-49 and P-50. 

A.  I guess now t h e  one on t h e  r i g h t  i s  Colonel 
HENDERSON, s i r .  It wasn ' t  Major CALHOUN. 

Q. W e l l ,  i s  t h e  one on t h e  r i g h t ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r  
t o  whom you spoke about t h e  events  of 16 March? 

A.  I c a n ' t  say whether it is  o r  it i s n ' t ,  s ir .  

I 0  : On t h i s  16th  bus iness ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  j u s t  come 
back a l i t t l e  b i t .  What t ime d i d  you g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  t o  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  Lieutenant  THOMPSON? You took a boy t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai h o s p i t a l ,  t h e n  you came on up t o  Dot t i e .  You obviously 
had t o  r e f u e l .  

A.  Yes, s ir ,  I was about o u t  of gas .  It seemed l i k e  
it w a s  around lunch t ime, s ir .  
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Q A l l  r i g h t .  So among o t h e r  t h i n g s  you r e f u e l e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I had t o  r e f u e l .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  
I landed b e f o r e  I r e f u e l e d  o r  I went s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  r e f u e l  
p o i n t .  Most of t h e  t i m e  you would go s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  
r e f u e l i n g  p o i n t .  

Q.  Well, e i t h e r  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  Then you
t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

How long  d i d  you t a l k  t o  Major WATKE? 

A. I t  w a s  15  o r  20 minutes ,  30. I d o n ' t  know t h e  
t i m e  e lement  t h e r e .  I w a s n ' t  keeping a watch on it and I 
don 't--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  I unders tand t h a t .  

A. I t  could have been a l o t  l onge r  t h a n  t h a t .  

Q But t h e n  d i d  you eat lunch t h e r e ?  You s a y  i t ' s  
b e f o r e  lunch.  You must have some--I mean you e i t h e r  had a 
p a i n  i n  your  stomach o r  you ate  something. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember whether I a t e  b e f o r e  I went t o  
see him o r  a f t e rwards .  

Q Before you went t o  see whom? 

A.  M a j  o r  WATKE . 
Q But you p u t  a l l  t h a t  t o g e t h e r  now and j u s t  look 
what you 've  done i n  t h e  t i m e  you 've  been t h e r e .  The n e x t  
t ime  w e  p i c k  you up i s  when y o u ' r e  down e a s t  o f  My La i  ( 4 )  
and your h e l i c o p t e r  c l i p p e d  a t r e e .  How long you had been 
f l y i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  it seems t o  m e  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  you went up t o  t a l k  t o  anybody a s i d e  from doing  what 
you 'd  a l r e a d y  done on t h a t  day. We know t h a t  i n  t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  1 8 t h ,  you and COLBURN and CULVERHOUSE went up t o  see 
Colonel  HENDERSON. 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  seem l i k e  I ' d  had any t i m e  t o  e a t  my 
can of C ' s  and g o t t e n  back o u t  t h e r e  by 1330. 
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Q- Unless you d i d  a l o t  of  double-t iming around 
t h e r e .  Being a s  mad a s  you w e r e  and t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people 
down t h e r e  a t  t h e  pad,  P t  j u s t  seems u n l i k e l y  t o  me t h a t  
you'd have done a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I ' m  n o t  tryin:  t o  t a l k  
you o u t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you d i d  do t h i s ,  b u t  it j u s t  appears 
t o  m e  t h a t  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  appear l o g i c a l .  But you 
remember you g o t  i n  t h e r e ,  whether you fue led  o r  n o t ,  bu t  
you f i n a l l y  g o t  set  down a t  D o t t i e  and you t a l k e d  t o  some 
f o l k s  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi l e ,  and then  you went up t o  see 
Major WATKE. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  a b i t  of e l apsed  t ime 
r i g h t  t h e r e .  Now you ought t o  remember i f  you went t o  s e e  
somebody a f t e r  t h a t .  You'd probably remember t h a t .  

A.  I t  was Major WATKE o r  Major W I L S O N  o r  somebody, 
who saw me e i t h e r  go up t h e r e  o r  one of  them might have 
walked up t h e r e  wi th  m e  t o  show m e  where t o  go. 

Q 	 The word w e  have,  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  e x a c t l y  what e 

happened, Major WATKE walked down o f f  t h e  h i l l  and he 
c o l l e c t e d  you t h r e e .  H e  knew you had a l l  flown t o g e t h e r  
because he had flown t h a t  morning and you and COLBURN and 
CULVERHOUSE w e r e  t h e r e .  

A .  I t  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  l i k e  t h e r e ' d  be enough t ime t o  
see  anybody then  on t h e  16th  un les s  w e  went t o  s e e  somebody 
a f t e r  w e  came back. I remember a f t e r  we had t h e  b l ade  
s t r i k e  w e  had t o  b r i n g  t h e  a i r c r a f t  back. 

COL FRANKLIN: For t h e  r eco rd ,  back t o  where? 

A .  D o t t i e ,  s ir .  M r .  YOUNG brought  down a b lade  k i t  
f o r  it and I t h i n k  he f lew t h e  a i r c r a f t  back o r  I flew t h e  
a i r c r a f t  back. I d o n ' t  know whether they  had t o  change a 

-	 blade  on it o r  j u s t  check it o u t  a t  maintenance. Now i f  
a f t e r  I came back from t h a t  a t  1330 and saw anybody, I 
c a n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  remember when I saw t h i s  person.  

Q. One more ques t ion .  Capta in  LLOYD a s s o c i a t e s  t h i s  
with  t h e  b l ade  s t r i k e ,  b u t  a s  mad a s  you were,  do you t h i n k  
t h a t  you would have e a t e n  lunch and n o t  gone up t o  s e e  Major 
WATKE a t  your  f i r s t  convenience, which would have been about 
1115 o r  1130, L ieu tenan t  THOMPSON? Do you t h i n k  you would 
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have gassed up, e a t e n ,  and gone ou t  on another  mission 
be fo re  you t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE? 

A .  I f  they had a mission ready t o  go, s i r ,  and I 
was t h e  only 23 f l y a b l e ,  I ' d  have t o  go. That could have 
been when I threw a helmet,  down i f  I d id .  I t  seems s o  
f o o l i s h  t o  h i t  a t r e e .  You g e t  mad a t  yourse l f  and you do 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I could have gone back ou t  on another  
mission,  because t h e  t ime i s  g e t t t i n g  r e a l  c l o s e  t o  be back 
o u t  t h e r e .  When they c a l l e d  i n  t h a t  b lade  s t r i k e  it was 
1330, I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e p o r t  s a i d .  

Q That would have given you almost s i x  t o  s i x  and a 
h a l f  hours of almost continuous f l y i n g  o t h e r  than  two re-
f u e l i n g  s tops .  

A .  Plus  t h e  t ime we were on t h e  ground a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q What were your f e e l i n g s  toward t h e  feedback t h a t  
you g o t  when you t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE? Did what you expect  
and what you thought  was going t o  happen o r  should happen, 
d i d  it happen? 

A. I remember I went t o  t a l k  with someone, I r e a l l y  
d o n ' t  know how I f e l t  then .  One of my main ques t ions  is 
how t h e  people go t  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

I0: Well you p r e t t y  we l l  surmised t h a t ,  d i d n ' t  you? 
Why d i d  you go over  and land i n  f r o n t  of t h e  American f o r c e s  
then  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  and perhaps t h e  o l d  
man t h a t  w a s  i n  t h e  bunker? 

A. I landed t o  l e t  them know they were i n  t h e r e ,  sir. 
I j u s t  guess w e  were k ind  of concerned about them a l i t t l e  
b i t .  

Q I guess you were concerned enough about them t h a t  
you had your gunners s tanding  on t h e  a l e r t ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A.  My gunners were always on t h e  a l e r t ,  s ir .  

Q Yes, b u t  I mean t o  p r o t e c t  you, i f  need be? 

A. Yes, they were p r o t e c t i n g  me. 
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Q - W e l l .  There wasn ' t  any enemy f i r e ,  was t h e r e ,  a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. I h a d n ' t  seen any r i g h t  t h e n ,  sir,  b u t  t hey  
could always s tar t  up. 

Q. I f  t h e r e  had been any enemy o u t  t h e r e ,  you
probably wouldn ' t  have pu t  t h a t  chopper down, would you? 

A. That  wasn ' t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I s e t  down, sir. 

Q. I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t .  I s a i d  i f  t h e r e ' d  been 
enemy o u t  t h e r e  f i r i n g  and t h e r e  was c r o s s f i r e  between 
t h e  American f o r c e s ,  you wouldn ' t  have p u t  t h a t  chopper 
down o u t  t h e r e  and r i s k e d  yourse l f  and t h e  chopper and 
COLBURN and ANDREOTTA? And a l s o  you 'd  r i s k  a heavy 
gunship and i ts  crew. 

A. I f e l t  s a f e  enough, sir. W e  had enough 
people on t h e  ground i n  case  anyth ing  broke o u t .  I 
c a n ' t  say  t h a t  my gunners and c r e w  c h i e f  w e r e  cover ing  
me a g a i n s t  Americans. That seems k ind  of bad, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  b u t  I ' m  j u s t  t a l k i n g  about  f a c t s .  

A. I wouldn ' t  want t o  g e t  s h o t  by anybody, sir.  
I t  doesn'  t s e e m  f e a s i b l e  t h a t  one American should be 
a f r a i d  of ano the r  one. 

Q- What's t h a t  again? 

A. I s a i d  it wouldn ' t  be f e a s i b l e  o r  e t h i c a l  
t h a t  one American should be worr ied  about  another  
American shoo t ing  him. 

Q. W e l l ,  it probably seems u n l i k e l y ,  b u t  t h e  
f a c t  remains you weren ' t  wanting t o  g e t  s h o t  up o u t  
t h e r e  e i t h e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I wouldn ' t  want t o  g e t  s h o t  up. 

COL FRANKLIN: What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t :  you knew p r e t t y  
w e l l  what had taken  p l a c e  o u t  t h e r e .  W e  d o n ' t  want 
t o  f o o l  around on t h i s .  You'd seen  an awful l o t  of 
dead people.  
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There wasn' t  much doubt i n  your mind a s  t o  what had 
happened. You'd seen an awful l o t  of t h a t .  You'd gone 
back and you'd t o l d  your comander.  You've had some 
leadersh ip  t r a i n i n g .  You're an o f f i c e r  now, and you' r e  
t augh t  and t r a i n e d  t o  th ink  about taking ca r e  of peop le ' s  
problems. That ' s  what l eadersh ip ' s  a l l  about. Do you 
feel t h a t  you were given t h e  t rea tment  and the  a t t e n t i o n  
and t h e  follow-through and t h e  feedback t h a t  you were 
e n t i t l e d  t o  a s  a  p i l o t - o f f i c e r  going i n  t h e r e  and re-
po r t i ng  something very s e r i ous?  I ' d  l i k e  your frank 
opinion. 

A. W e l l ,  Major WATKE t a l ked  t o  m e ,  s ir .  Sometime 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  f a i r l y  soon, t o  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, I 
was t a l k i n g  t o  a  colonel ,  s o  I th ink somebody was looking 
i n t o  it, yes ,  sir.  

Q. W e l l  how about t h e  next couple weeks o r  months. 
Did you hear  anything about i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did t h a t  seem s t r ange  t o  you? 

A. W e l l  I saw an a r t i c l e  i n  a  magazine, I th ink  it 
was a f t e r  I g o t  back from R t R ,  I ' m  no t  su r e ,  about t he  
b igges t  b a t t l e s  of  each of  t h e  br igades  of t he  d iv i s i on .  
I be l i eve  t h a t  My La i  was w r i t t e n  up a s  the  11th Br igade 's  
b igges t  b a t t l e .  I d i d n ' t  see anything else a f t e r  t h a t .  I 
be l i eve  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  anybody. I d i d n ' t  th ink  t oo  
much about it a f t e r  t h a t  day. 

Q. W e l l ,  when you read t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  d i d  you th ink  
t h a t  was a bunch of baloney, o r  d i d  you th ink  tha t - -  

A. ( In terposing)  I thought it could have been a 
p r e t t y  good f a r ce ,  sir. 

9. With your knowledge, then,  you never g o t  any 
feedback on what t he  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on ,  o r  
even i f  t h e r e  was one, o the r  than you t a l ked  t o  a  colonel? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember anybody coming back t o  m e  and 
t e l l i n g  me what t h e  outcome of t h e  i nves t i ga t i on  was, sir.  
I ' m  no t  saying they d i d n ' t  come back, b u t  I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r  i f  they came back to m e .  

0. I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  
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I0: I don' t t h i n k  you've completely responded t o  
Colonel FRANKLIN'S ques t ion ,  Lieutenant  THOMPSON. Now 
j u s t  t h i n k  back a minute. We're n o t  asking when you 
g o t  t o  see a colonel^ b u t  when you went up t o  see Major 
WATKE i n  t h e  van an&&ou t a l k e d  t o  him. The ques t ion  
is whether you thought  a t  t h a t  moment, and from what 
he s a i d  t o  you, and from t h e  impression t h a t  he gave 
you, whether o r  n o t  your a l l e g a t i o n  was qoing t o  re-
ce ive  proper  treatme*. Now I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about 2 
days later. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about r i g h t  then ,  i f  you f e l t  
t h a t  he w a s  going t o  do something about i t ?  

A. Yes, s ir ,  I ' d  have t o  say  t h a t  I thought
t h a t  he was going t o  do something about it because 
I c a n ' t  remember what was s a i d ,  sir. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  now we've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  o t h e r  
people who s a i d  when you go t  back t o  Chu Lai t h a t  you 
had t h e  impression t h a t  what you t o l d  Major WATKE was 
n o t  going t o  be adequately handled, and a s  a consequence 
you f e l t  ob l iged  t o  go t e l l  somebody else. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember going and t e l l i n g  anybody 
e l s e ,  sir. 

Q. W e l l ,  when d i d  you t a l k  t o  Major CRESWELL? 

A. I thought it was a t  t h e  c lub ,  a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  
c lub ,  sir. 

Q* H e  seemed t o  remember, a s  I r e c a l l ,  about 
halfway through h i s  testimony t h a t  you came over  t o  
h i s  o f f i c e .  You s a t  down and had q u i t e  a lengthy d i s -  
cuss ion  w i t h  him. Now t h i s  i s n ' t  t o  say  you d i d n ' t  
t a l k  about it wi th  him l a t e r  o r  mention it t o  him. 

A. I used t o  go over  t o  t h e  chapel  and t a l k  
t o  him every now and then  because we  f i x e d  our  con-
f i rma t ion  p l a c e s  because h e ' s  t h e  same denomination 
I am. But I d o n ' t  remember jumping o u t  of t h e  he l -  
i c o p t e r  and jumping i n  t h e  jeep and running s t r a i g h t  
over  t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q- W e l l  it made q u i t e  an impression on t h e  
o t h e r  f e l lows  because they  had t o  walk. 

(Memo f o r  t h e  record  da ted  1 January 1 9 7 0 ,  
sub jec t :  "Low Level Reconnaissance t o  I d e n t i f y  S i t e s  
Previous ly  
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Indicated by WO THOMPSON" and addendum the re to ,  dated 
8 January 1970, is entered i n t o  t he  record and marked 
a s  Exhibit  M-110.) 

I0: N o w  l e t  me review a few things  without f i x ing  
the  da te  o r  the  place,  bu t  j u s t  a few things  t h a t  you 
t o l d  Major CRESWELL t h a t  stuck i n  h i s  mind: 

"THOMPSON t o l d  me t h a t  he flew a s l i c k ,  
(chopper without guns) f o r  a combat a s s a u l t  
on a small v i l l a g e  c a l l e d  My Lai. On a l a t e r  
r e tu rn  t o  the  My Lai a rea  he had seen a 
l a rge  number of bodies i n  excess of 160. Upon 
making passes over the  a rea  it seemed t o  
THOMPSON t h a t  most of t he  bodies were wo- 
men and children.  He t o l d  me t h a t  he saw 
a  bunch of bodies i n  a d i t ch  w i t h  a  moving 
in fan t .  A t  t h a t  time he saw an American 
Negro walking toward the  d i t ch .  Upon a 
re turn  pass t he  s o l d i e r  was walking away 
from the  d i t ch  and the  i n fan t  was no longer 
moving. It  was h i s  impression t h a t  t h e  ch i ld  
had been k i l l e d .  He a l s o  saw a  group of 
c i v i l i a n s  i n  a  bunker and landed between them 
and the  American troops. A t  t h a t  time the  
American troops were f i r i n g  a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  
He saw no re turn  f i r e  of t he  c i v i l i a n s  and 
believed t o  be women and chi ldren.  When 
he landed he evacuated them. He was t o l d  
by an American o f f i c e r  t o  leave the  a rea  
and THOMPSON refused t o  do t h i s  and ordered 
h i s  door gunner t o  t r a i n  h i s  weapon on the  
o f f i c e r  u n t i l  he had a load of c i v i l i a n s  on 
the  a i r c r a f t .  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  the  
American troops opened f i r e  again a f t e r  h i s  
l i f t - o f f .  I bel ieve t h a t  THOMPSON made two 
t r i p s  t o  the  bunkers. This i s  t h e  only 
information I had on the  operation." 

Now t h i s  i s  a statement t h a t  was made by 
Major CRESWELL t o  t he  C I D ,  and he had made a comparable 
s tatement t o  us . 
A. That ' s  not  r i g h t ,  sir. I ' v e  never flown a 
s l i c k  i n  my l i f e .  

Q .  W e l l ,  I understand t h a t .  I don ' t  think he 
knows the  d i f fe rence  between a s l i c k  and an H-23. 

A.- I don ' t  remember. I remember there  was a 
body, a  baby o r  i n f a n t  i n  the  d i t ch  and l a t e r  it was dead. 
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AS f a r  a s  t h e  Americans shoo t ing  and I set  down i n  the 
middle of them, I c a n ' t  go along with  t h a t ,  s i r .  And 
t e l l i n g  my gunner t o  t r a i n  h i s  weapon on, o r  shoo t  the 
~ m e r i c a n s ,I c a n ' t  say  t h a t  I s a i d  t h a t  e i t h e r .  

Q- H e  d i d n ' t  say  t o  s h o o t  them. H e  sa id--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  It d o e s n ' t  make sense  t o  
see t h e  Americans shoo t ing  i n t o  the  bunker,  i n t o  a 
t r e e l i n e  and s i t  down i n  t h e  middle of them, s o  they  
w e r e n ' t  shoo t ing  i n t o  them. One t i m e ,  o r  t h e  t ime t h a t  
I--

Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  t h e r e  may be some--we g e t  
a c ross  f eed  h e r e  between what you s a y  you saw and e x a c t l y  
t h e  way you t o l d  it. But h e ' s  t e l l i n g  it t h e  way he 
heard  it s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be--and t h i s  i s  a l s o  2 y e a r s  l a t e r .  
So t h e  s t o r y  probably i s n ' t  e x a c t l y  c o r r e c t .  But the 
p o i n t  is  t h a t  you gave Chaplain CRESWELL q u i t e  a b i t  of 
d e t a i l .  You t a l k e d  about  160 bodies  i n  -ale d i t c h .  You 
t a l k e d  about  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  and s o  you had given 
Major CRESWELL q u i t e  a b i t  t o  t h i n k  about.  

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him, s i r ,  about t h e  bodies  and t h e  
d i t c h  and I t a l k e d  about  a co lo red  s e r g e a n t  and something 
about a bunker. But no one asked anyth ing  about t h e  Ameri-
cans f i r i n g  and I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  I s t a t e d  b e f o r e  what 
our  conver sa t ion  w a s  on t h e  ground. 

Q. W e l l ,  going back t o  Major CRESWELL, he says :  

"It was, I ' m  w i l l i n g  t o  l a y  odds,  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  
t h e  day of t h e  operation--no l a t e r  t han  t h e  
17th--when M r .  THOMPSON came t o  see m e .  H e  
s a i d  he had flown i n  and he came i n  and s a t  
down very upse t .  H e  was t e r r i b l y  u p s e t  and 
wanted t o  know what t o  do from t h a t  p o i n t  on." 

And he  s a y s ,  when h e  was asked t o  be a l i t t l e  
more s p e c i f i c  and t e l l  us what you t o l d  him: 

"Q. W e l l ,  f i r s t  l e t  m e  r ephrase  t h a t .  Did he  
come t o  your o f f i c e  o r  was t h i s  t h e  i n i t i a l  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  a r a t h e r  casua l  d i s c u s s i o n .  

"A. H e  c.ame t o  my o f f i c e . "  

And he went on t o  say  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same s t o r y  
t h a t  I r e p e a t e d  from h i s  s t o r y  t o  C I D .  
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A. I remember t a l k i n g  t o  him b u t  he s a i d  some-
t h i n g  about s e e i n g  h i s  boss  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  b u t  
whether he e v e r  d i d  anyth ing  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q We know t h e  s t o r y  from then  on, yes .  

A. I remember going t o  h i s  o f f i c e  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know whether i t  was that day o r  n o t  o r  w i t h i n  t h e  next  
day. 

Q H e  seemed t o  remember t h a t  you came i n  t o  
him very e a r l y .  Also t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  when 
you go t  o u t  of t h a t  chopper you charged o u t  of  t l e r e  
and g o t  i n  the jeep  and took o f f .  You i n d i c a t e d  t o  
people  t h a t  you w e r e n ' t  going t o  g e t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  s o  
you w e r e  going t o  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  someone else. I 
b e l i e v e  I ' m  r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  s t o r y  c o r r e c t l y ,  am I n o t ?  
You s e e ,  w e ' r e  n o t  ask ing  you ques t ions  about what 
people  ought  t o  do and s o  on, w e  ' r e  ask ing  what happened. 

COL FRANKLIN: Does t h i s  embarrass you, L ieu tenan t  THOMPSON, 
t h a t  you'd do t h i s ?  Does t h i s  seem l i k e  a bad t h i n g  t o  you? 

A. The whole t h i n g ,  even be ing  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  it 
seemed t o  be  a bad t h i n g  t o  m e ,  sir.  

Q. To m e  it seems a normal t h i n g .  An u p s e t  young 
man who had seen  something who goes t o  s e e  a chapla in .  
That 's what chap la ins  a r e  f o r .  Why does t h i s  embarrass you? 
Apparently it does. 

A. I went t o  s e e  t h e  chapla in  a  l o t  of t i m e s ,  went up 
t o  the  c lub  and drank t o g e t h e r  and I s t a r t e d  conf i rmat ion  
c l a s s e s .  I j u s t  wonder where he  g o t  where I t a l k e d  t o  him o r  
when I t a l k e d  t o  him mixed up wi th  t h e  t i m e  I was over  t h e r e  
f o r  conf i rmat ion  c l a s s .  I d o n ' t  know. I ' v e  gone t o  p e o p l e ' s  
o f f i c e s  t o  t a l k  t o  them and you w a i t  2 y e a r s  l a t e r  and ask 
somebody what they t a l k e d  about on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I 
couldn 't say  . 
I0 : Y e s ,  b u t  remember, l i e u t e n a n t ,  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  t~ a 
chapla in  and y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  him a s t o r y  the  l i k e s  of which h e  
never  heard  b e f o r e  i n  h i s  l i f e  and probably w i l l  never  h e a r  
aga in ,  ever .  He remembers every b i t  of it and t h e  t i m e  and 
t h e  p l ace ,  t h e  whole s e t t i n g  and every th ing .  He c a n ' t  f o r g e t  
t h a t .  You w e r e  probably s o  i r r i t a t e d  and i r k e d  and mad t h a t  
you c a n ' t  remember much, b u t  he remembers it. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember be ing  -that upse t ,  sir.  
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Q. Well, your f r i e n d s  t h i n k  you were. 

MR MACCRATE: We have been t o l d  by some of t h e  NCOs who work-
ed i n  d i v i s i o n  h e a d q u a r t x s  they r e c a l l  Colonel HOLLADAY coming 
i n  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  He had a warrant  o f f i c e r  with 
him. Colonel HOLLADAY was with t h i s  warrant  o f f i c e r  and ap-
p r e n t l y  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r  wanted t o  s e e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  com-
mander. They d o n ' t  i n d i c a t e  whether o r  no t  any such meeting 
was ever  arranged,  and they d o n ' t  i n d i c a t e  whether t h i s  may 
have r e s u l t e d  i n  a v i s i t  t o  one o f  t h e  ADCs i n s t e a d  of  t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, i f  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  was a v i s i t  t o  
any of t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e .  But we do have t h e  
desc r ip t ion  of a s i t u a t i o n  a t  o r  about t h i s  time i n  which it 
would be reasonable f o r  us  t o  th ink  t h a t  you might be t h e  
warrant o f f i c e r .  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such a 
v i s i t  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember going t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .
I d o n ' t  know, t h e  way you s t a t e d  it o r  something, it seems l i k e  
I went t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  sometimz, because I know 
how t h e  bu i ld ing  was l a i d  ou t  on t h e  i n s i d e  j u s t  by walking i n  
t h e  f r o n t  door. But I c a n ' t  remember going up t h e r e  o r  t a l k i n g  
t o  anybody. 

Q Do you have any a s s o c i a t i o n  with Colonel HOLLADAY,
being with him a t  a p lace ,  poss ib ly  i n  t h a t  bu i ld ing .  You 
know t h e r e ' s  a c e n t r a l  l i t t l e  a r e a  where t h e r e  a r e  two c l e r k ' s  
desks f o r  an a i d e  and a c l e r k .  

Y e s ,  going i n  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q. Well when you g e t  i n  beyond t h a t ,  t h e  commanding
general  is  back i n  t h e  right-hand corner .  Come i n  through t h e  
parade grounds i n  t h e  f a r  corner  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e r e ' s  one 
ADC by t h e  door on t h e  l e f t  and another  ADC beyond t h a t  door. 
Then t h e r e ' s  an a rea  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  bu i ld ing  where you 
have a  c l e r k  and an a i d e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f ,  
and one of t h e  ADCs. 

A .  I s o r t  of remember going t o  b a t t a l i o n  headquarteks
sometime. I c a n ' t  remember what I went t h e r e  f o r ,  but  I c a n ' t  
remember going t a l k i n g  t o  anybody i n  t h e  headshed. 

Q. You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  i f  you were i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters t h a t  it l e d  t o  meeting o r  conversa t ion  with e i t h e r  
General KOSTER o r  with General YOUNG o r  poss ib ly  with Colonel 
PARSON, t h e  chief  of s t a f f ?  
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A. I could  have s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember, s ir .  

10: Well,  w e  want t o  thank you f o r  coming i n  aga in  
Lieu tenant  THOMPSON. 

Before w e  recess t h i s  hea r ing  I would aga in  l i k e  
t o  cau t ion  t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
tes t imony h e r e  wi th  o t h e r s .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You have been ove r  t h i s  be fo re  s o  I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' r e  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I a l s o  g o t  a g e n e r a l  o r d e r  t h e  o t h e r  
week say ing  I c a n ' t  t a l k  about  Sergeant  MITCHELL? 

Q W e l l  i s  t h i s  from t h e  m i l i t a t y  judge i n  t h e  case 
of  Sergeant  MITCHELL? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. The hea r ing  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1 4 2 3  hours ,  10 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WALKER, Gera ld  S. CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 3 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Aero-scout ,  B Company, 
123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

The w i t n e s s  al lowed t h a t  e i t h e r  M r .  BAKER o r  
M r .  MILLIANS would have flown a s  l e a d e r  on 16 March, s i n c e  
they  were t h e  s e n i o r  a i r c r a f t  commanders (pg. 3 )  . He cou ld  
n o t  s t a t e  t h e  number of gunships f l y i n g  t h a t  day (pg. 4 ) .  
These would r o t a t e  on t h e  ground i n  cover ing  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORT AND INVESTIGATION. 

a .  The o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t .  

When t h e  ae ro - scou t s  r e t u r n e d  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  
16 March, t h e  p i l o t s  seemed u p s e t  and d i s g u s t e d  (pg. 7 ) .  
H e  r e c a l l e d  t h e  p i l o t s '  d i s c u s s i o n  and t h e  r e l a t i n g  o f  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S having saved women and c h i l d r e n  
from a bunker which was about  t o  be  d e s t r o y e d  by ground 
t r o o p s  (pg. 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  a gunship  f l ew 
t h e  endangered Vietnamese from t h e  a r e a  (pgs.  8 ,  9 ) .  

b .  I n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s '  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n ,  as w e l l  as t h a t  o f  
Capta in  WILSON and Major WATKE, was t o  t a l k  t h e i r  men back 
i n t o  t h e  " r i g h t  frame of mind" f o r  f l y i n g  (pgs .  11, 1 2 ) .  
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A f t e r  t h e  men f i l e d  t h e i r  miss ion  r e p o r t s ,  t a l k  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  d i e d  o f f  (pg. 1 7 ) .  U n t i l  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  occur red  
t h e  men wanted t o  keep t h e  i n c i d e n t  q u i e t  (pg. 17)  . 

c. Knowledcpof an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

(1) H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  Major WATKE o r  Capta in  
WILSON s a i d  t h a t  they  were going t o  r e p o r t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  
Colonel  HOLLADAY (pgs .  11, 12 ,  1 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  admi t t ed  
ne had no p e r s o n a l  knowlege o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  having been made 
(pg.  1 5 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  WATKE mentioning a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  
t h e  m a t t e r  was under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker  commander knew o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  16 March (pg. 1 8 ) .  

( 2 )  The w i t n e s s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  he n o r ,  
t o  h i s  knowledge, any members o f  h i s  s e c t i o n  were e v e r  
c o n t a c t e d  t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  (pg. 1 8 ) .  He was n o t  u p s e t ,  
however, s i n c e  he f i g u r e d  t h a t  t h e  ground u n i t  was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  n o t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  (pg. 1 9 ) .  However, he 
knew no th ing  o f  WATKE's a t t e m p t i n g  t o  sque lch  rumors o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 24) . 
3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  Task Force Barker  was a f i n e  u n i t  
and k enjoyed working wi th  it (pg. 19)  . H e  knew o f  no 
animosi ty  between pe r sonne l  of  t h e  123d and 1 4 t h  Avia t ion  
Brigades (pg. 20) . H e  d i d  n o t e ,  however, t h a t  t h e  174 th  went 
t o  extremes i n  chas ing  down and a t t e m p t i n g  t o  k i l l  
Vietnamese t r y i n g  t o  evade (pg. 20) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X I I I B I T  
NUMBER- D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES PAGES 

I I 

M-57 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  w i t n e s s  R e a d  by w i t n e s s .  1 

P-1 A e r i a l  photo S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  6 

-
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1145 hour s ,  3  February 

1970.)  


MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r ,  


RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, COL 

FRANKLIN, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 


The n e x t  w i tnes s  i s  Capta in  Gerald  S. WALKER. 

(CPT WALKER w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 

and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows:  ) 


S t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g r a d e ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  

number, branch of s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  


A. Gera ld  Simon WALKER, Cap ta in ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army, 
Headquar ters  and S e r v i c e  Company, Consignment 


~ e g i m e n t ,- - F o r t  Rucker, Alabama. 


MR WEST: Cap-Lain WALKER, have you r ead  E x h i b i t  M-57, which 

descr ' ibes  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- Colone l  PATTERSON, w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
p l e a s e ?  

LTC PATTERSON: Capta in  WALKER, w i l l  you t e l l  u s  t h e  u n i t  t o  

which you w e r e  a s s igned  on 16 March 1968? 


A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I was a s s igned  t o  B Company, ae ro-scout  

d i v i s i o n ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n .  


Q. And what w a s  your a s s igned  du ty  w i t h i n  B Company? 

A.  I w a s  t h e  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  gun p l a t o o n ,  sir.  

. Q - Have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  check your  i n d i v i d u a l  
f l i g h t  r eco rd?  
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q Did you f l y  on t h e  16 th  of March 1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q I unders tand t h a t  on o r  about  2 1  January 1970,-. 
you were in te rv iewed by t h e  C I D ,  M r .  James MERCER? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Have you t a l k e d  wi th  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  w i th  
r e fe rence  t o  t h e  e v e n t s  surrounding My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t - - ac tua l ly ,  t o  t h a t  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  
t h e r e  was a phone c a l l  from h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  p r i o r  t o  my 
t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  MERCER. 

Q o  You have n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  even t s  w i t h  any member 
of t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I haven ' t  run  a c r o s s  anybody t h a t  was 
ass igned  wi th  m e  from t h a t  u n i t  a t  t h a t  t ime. I t a l k e d  t o  
some i n  Vietnam, b u t  o t h e r  than  t h a t ,  n o , . s i r .  

Q. You've i n d i c a t e d  o r  i n d i c a t e  i n  t h e  C I D  s t a t emen t  
t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968 wi th  some c l a r i t y .  

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,. - sir;  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  of it, 
I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a b r i e f i n g  concerning 
t h i s  ope ra t ion  e s t ima ted  t o  be on o r  about 15 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I can r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
what was s t a t e d  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t h e r e ' w a s , a  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  .15th? 

A. Y e s ,  s i rp  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  who gave t h e  b r i e f i n g ? .  
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A. Exact ly ,  no, sir.  Major WATKE normally gave t h e  
b r i e f i n g  of what we were going t o  do e i t h e r  t h e  next  day, o r  
we would hold  a  b r i e f i n g  t h e  morning of t h e  opera t ion  and he 
would b r i e f  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q. A s  t h e  gun s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ,  what r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
d i d  you perform with r e fe rence  t o  t h e  schedul ing of your 
a v i a t o r s  f o r  missions? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  schedul ing of a v i a t o r s ,  I normally--1 
had myself a c h a r t  and scheduled them f o r  a d a y ' s  f l y i n g  
t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e i r  hours down a s  l i t t l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  during 
t h e  month. My a v i a t o r s  were h igh ly  q u a l i f i e d .  They had been 
on missions by themselves be fo re ,  s o  t h e r e  was no problem 
having a f l i g h t  l e a d e r  f o r  t h e  gunships.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who was l ead  f o r  t h e  gunships,  
Company B ,  123d on 1 6  March, o r  who was scheduled f o r  t h a t  
duty? 

A .  Sir ' ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  who it: was, b u t  I 
have an i d e a  w h o . i t  might have been. 

Q Who was t h a t ,  p lease?  

A .  M r .  S c o t t  BAKER could poss ib ly  have been t h e  f l i g h t  
l e a d e r ,  and a M r .  Danny MILLIANS. They were t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r s ,  
warrant  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q 9 What makes you seem t o  r e c a l l  t hese  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
a s  being t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  would have flown? 

A. There were t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders, s i r ,  and they 
were t h e  s e n i o r  a i r c r a f t  commanders i n  t h e  p la toon;  I t  had t o  
be one of them o r  one of my s e n i o r  a i r c r a f t  commanders who 
would have been t h e  f l i g h t  l ead  f o r  t h e  day. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  how many s h i p s  you a n t i c i p a t e d  f l y i n g
t h a t  day on 16 March? 

A. Exact ly ,  no, sir. We normally-had two, and occasion-
a l l y  w e  had t h r e e  o r  four .  On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, I c o u l d n ' t  
say e x a c t l y  how many we had. 
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Q Do you know of  any r e c o r d s  t h a t  w e r e  main ta ined  
i n  Company B ,  123d Avia t ion  Company, which would i n d i c a t e  who 
and how many gunsh ips  f lew on 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a l o g  book t h a t  was k e p t  
i n  our  o p e r a t i o n s  van ,  b u t  t h a t  l o g  book may have been des t royed  
a f t e r w a r d s .  I t  w a s  something t h a t  Major WATKE wanted t o  keep 
f o r  a h i s t o r i c a l  r e p o r t ,  b u t  an e x a c t  l o g  of  who f l ew ,  no,  sir. 
What occur red  was w e  a s s igned  t h e  s h i p s ,  a s s igned  t h e  p i l o t s  t o  
t h e  s h i p s .  I t  was w r i t t e n  on a board i n  c h a l k ,  and it was 
e r a s e d  t h e  n e x t  day. There was no o t h e r  r e c o r d s ,  as f a r  as I 
know. 

9 W e  have had some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
how many gunships  f l ew  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  Warlord miss ion  on 16 
March and who indeed  were members of t h e  crew on 16 March. Do 
you know of  any way o r  any r e c a l l  t h a t  you may have t h a t  can 
assist  us i n  t h i s  r ega rd?  

A .  W e l l ,  t h e  way ou r  o p e r a t i o n s  went, s ir ,  i f  t h e r e  
would have been t h r e e  s h i p s ,  t h e n  a l l  t h r e e  of  them would have 
flown a t  one t ime d u r i n g  t h a t  day,  s o  a l l  of t h e  p i l o t s  t h a t  
were on t h e  s h i p s  wduld have been o u t  t o  observe  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q L e t  m e  j u s t  c l a r i f y  what you mean by t h a t .  Do you 
mean s imu l t aneous ly  f l y i n g  o r  r o t a t i n g  on s t a t i o n ?  

A.  R o t a t i n g ,  sir.  

Q What w a s  t h e  procedure  f o r  t h i s ?  

A.  W e  had two gunsh ips  and a recon s h i p .  The recon  
s h i p  and t h e  two gunsh ips  went o u t  t o  cove r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I f  
w e  had on ly  t h r e e  guns ,  t hen  one of  them would be s i t t i n g  on 
t h e  ground from a f t e r  t h e y  had flown u n t i l  t h e  gunsh ip  had come 
c l o s e  t o  running  o u t  of  f u e l  and they  came back t o  t h e  area. 
They took t h e  s h i p  t h a t  was on t h e  ground, and he jo ined  t h e  
mi s s ion ,  and one of t h e  o t h e r  s h i p s  s t ayed  on t h e  ground so 
t h a t  they  would g e t  a break .  

Q A s  I unders tand  what you have j u s t  s a i d ,  t hey
wou ldn ' t  r o t a t e  i n  t h e  a i r ,  t hen?  

A .  No, sir. 
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Q .  They would r o t a t e  on t h e  ground? 

A. The only time they would r o t a t e  i n  t h e  a i r  would 
be i f  t h e r e  was something t h a t  was occur r ing  where it was 
mandatory f o r  them t o  b~ on s t a t i o n .  

Q- Who would make t h a t  dec is ion?  

A. The opera t ions ,  sir.  

Q- The opera t ions  a t  LZ Dot t i e  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  A t  LZ D o t t i e ,  s ir .  

a* Who was running t h e  opera t ions  a t  LZ Dot t i e  
during t h i s  pe r iod  of time? 

A. S i r ,  I be l i eve  i t  was Major WATKE, b u t  I couldn 't 
swear t o  it a t  t h i s  time. He was normally i n  t h e  opera t ions  
van. He had a cap ta in  t h a t  a s s i s t e d  him t h e r e ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  Major WATKE was going 
t o  f l y  on t h e  16 th  o f  March? 

A. No, sir,  I do no t .  

Q- What do you r e c a l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  mission i s  
concerned, o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  given on 15 March? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
nothing whatsoever. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  planned opera t ion ,  how it was 
t o  progress ,  and what was t o  t r a n s p i r e ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I do not .  

Q You f e e l  t h a t  you were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,
though? 

A. S i r ,  I be l i eve  I was. There were s e v e r a l  t imes 
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  f l y  when I at tended b r i e f i n g s .  I can ' t  r e c a l l  
whether I was t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  e x a c t l y .  
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Q What ev idence  is  a v a i l a b l e  t o  us i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
miss ion  of 16 March was t o  be a combat a s s a u l t  be ing  conducted 
by Task Force Barker  i n  an area i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of P i n k v i l l e ,  
My La i  ( 4 ) ,  an o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  n o r t h  of t h e  Tra  Khuc River ,  
g e n e r a l l y  o p e r a t i n g  as f a r  n o r t h  as t h e  Diem D i e m  River .  Task 
Force Barker  was l o c a t e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  The f i r e  suppor t  LZ 
w a s  j u s t  t o  t h e  east  o f  Highway 1 and n o r t h  of t h e  o p e r a t i o q a l  
a r e a .  A t  t h i s  t ime  LZ Upt igh t  was a l s o  o p e r a t i o n a l  and had 
a r t i l l e r y .  The b r i e f i n g  probably  would have inc luded  t h e  
scheme of maneuver of  Task Force Barker  and t h e  miss ion  
a s s igned  t o  t h e  ae ro - scou t s ,  your u n i t .  The b r i e f i n g  prob-
a b l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  would be two r i f l e  companies a s s a u l t i n g  
by a i r , - a  chopper combat a s s a u l t .  The t h i r d  r i f l e  company 
of  Task Force  Barker  would be walking i n t o  p o s i t i o n ,  
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  ~ i e m 'D i e m  River .  And 
a t  7:30 i n  t h e  morning, a f t e r  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p ,  one of t h e  
r i f l e  companies from LZ D o t t i e  would be i n s e r t e d  somewhere i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My L a i  ( 4 )  , a l i t t l e  hamlet  t o  t h e  west  of 
P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  The aero-scout  miss ion ,  which a l s o  began 
a t  approximately  7:30 i n  t h e  morning, p robably  c o n s i s t e d  of  
a s c r e e n i n g  type  miss ion  i n  an a r e a  sou th  of Highway 521 
cover ing  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  of 521 i n c l u d i n g  H i l l  85 t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai River  o r  t h e  T ra  Khuc River .  A second LZ was planned 
f o r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of  t h e  second r i f l e  company, and we a r e  
under t h e  assumption t h a t  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  1 5 t h  of 
March t h e r e  was some doubt  as t o  t h e  e x a c t  LZ t i m e  f o r  t h e  
second LZ based upon t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of h e l i c o p t e r s  t h e  
nex t  morning. Both L Z ' s  were t o  be prepped by a r t i l l e r y ,  
bo th  were t o  have a gunship s u p p r e s s i o n ,  and t h e  l i f t  was 
be ing  suppor ted  a v i a t i o n  w i s e  by t h e  174th  Av ia t ion  Company, 
augmented as necessary .  Does t h i s  r e c a l l  any b r i e f i n g  t o  you? 

A .  No, s i r ,  it doesn". 

Q The 1 6 t h  of  March a t  0730 hours  i n  t h e  morning, 
t h e  t roops  d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  l a n d  i n  an a r e a  j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of  
My L a i  ( 4 )  h e r e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph ( E x h i b i t  P-1) t h a t  
you have,  and was preceded by an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  and gunship 
suppress ion .  The aero-scouts  were j u s t  a b i t  l a t e  g e t t i n g  
on s t a t i o n ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  and d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  
g e t  i n t o  t h e i r  A 0  s o u t h  of 5 2 1  ve ry  s h o r t l y ,  though,  a f t e r  
0730 hours  i n  t h e  morning. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  
t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  
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N o ,  s ir ,  no th ing  whatsoever.  

Q a  A s  I unders tand it from t h e  C I D  s t a t e m e n t ,  you 
s t ayed  a t  Chu L a i ,  your home base ,  on 16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Ky H a ,  which i s  p a r t  of Chu L a i .  

Q e  And I b e l i e v e  you i n d i c a t e d  i n  your s t a t emen t  
t h a t  you were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 16 March when t h e  
aero-scouts ,  your  u n i t ,  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ?  

A .  .. .Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Would you i n d i c a t e  o r  t e l l  u s  what occu r red  a t  
t h a t  t ime? 

A. When t h e  a i r c r a f t  came i n ,  sir, I met them a t  
t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e .  I t a l k e d  t o  some of t h e  pe r sonne l  as t h e y  
g o t  o u t  of t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  and they  a l l  seemed q u i t e  upse t .  I n  
fact ,  some o f  them seemed d i s g u s t e d .  

Q e  
 Could you t e l l  us  whom you t a l k e d  t o ?  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I t a l k e d  t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON. They a l l  came i n  about  t h e  same t i m e .  Normally 
t h e  OH-23 came ove r  t h e  h i l l  f i r s t  and landed f i r s t ,  and I 
was between t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  area r i g h t  a t  t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e .  
A s  t hey  came o u t  of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  I t a l k e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
and I w a s  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  it w a s  Warrant  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 
t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o .  

9- Were you t h e r e  t o  m e e t  them, o r  d i d  you j u s t  
happen t o  be  t h e r e ?  

A.  Normally, I would go o u t  t o  t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e ,  i f  
I d i d n ' t  f l y  t h a t  day,  and m e e t  them. 

Q. And you t h i n k  you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON? 

Y e s ,  sir. 

Okay, what do you r e c a l l  M r .  THOMPSON say ing?  
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A.  S i r ,  what I r e c a l l  i s  not  only what M r .  
THOMPSON s a i d ,  b u t  t h e  a v i a t o r s  a s  they go t  o u t  of t h e  . 
a i r c r a f t  came over ,  and t h e  group d i scuss ing  what occurred. 
The g i s t  of what I can r e c a l l  is  t h a t  t h e r e  was a bunker t h a t  
had women and c h i l d r e n  i n  i t ,  and t h e  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 
recognized t h a t  t h e r e  were women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  bunker 
and flew over  t o  where t h e  i n f a n t r y  was and t a l k e d  t o  a l eadpr  
on t h e  ground. He landed h i s  a i r c r a f t  and t a l k e d  t o  him. H e  
t o l d  t h e  p la toon l e a d e r ,  o r  whoever it was he t a lked  t o  on t h e  
ground, t h a t  t h e r e  was nothing b u t  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  
bunker, and t h a t  they d i d n ' t  need t o  blow t h e  bunkers o r  such. 
And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  answer he go t  i n  r e t u r n  was t h a t  they  
would c l e a r  t h e  bunker t h e  same way they c l e a r e d  any o t h e r  
bunker. I b e l i e v e  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  
t h a t ,  "No, you won' t ."  This i s  what I g o t  from t h e  conversa-
t i o n  of t h e  p i l o t s .  And then  he flew over t o  t h e  bunkers,  
and I d o n ' t  know whether he landed o r  i f  he g o t  them o u t  of 
t h e r e  some way by coaxing them, b u t  he g o t  them o u t  of t h e  
bunkers,  and they were taken from t h e  area .  Now, I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  he flew them himsel f .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  one of my 
gunships would have t o  have flown them ou t .  From t h e  r e p o r t s  
on TV, I d o n ' t  s e e  how he could have. 

Q Well, going back t o  t h a t  a f te rnoon when you r e c a l l  
hear ing  a l l  t h i s ,  can you remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a l k i n g  t o  
THOMPSON t h a t  af ternoon? 

A .  Yes, s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was THOMPSON t h a t  I was 
t a l k i n g  t o .  I b e l i e v e  Lieutenant  LIVINGSTON was a l s o  around 
t h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  M r .  BAKER, and I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
I was t a l k i n g  t o  M r .  THOMPSON. 

Q What time of day do you th ink  t h i s  was, Captain 
WALKER? 

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  it was j u s t  about an hour o r  s o  
before  sunse t .  I t  may have been a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  how t h e s e  people g o t  moved 
o u t  of t h e  a rea?  

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime, s i r ,  I understood t h a t  one of my 
gunships flew them out .  Now, it was a l i t t l e  confusing a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  b u t  I could s e e  how THOMPSON could have flown them 
ou t .  
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Q *  	 You d i d n ' t  hear  which one of your gunships? 

N o ,  sir. 

Was M r .  THOMPSON exc i t ed?  

A. Yes, sir, somewhat. 


Q- What was t h e  genera l  a t t i t u d e  about t h e  r e s t  of 

t h e  a v i a t o r s ?  

A. They were a l l  upse t  t o  a degree,  s i r ;  it wasn ' t  
a c t u a l l y  anger ,  b u t  it was c l o s e  t o  it. 

Q- Did M r .  THOMPSON, a s  you r e c a l l ,  come back with 
the  gunships? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  he d i d .  Our procedure nor-
mally was when we completed an opera t ion ,  we a l l  f lew back to -
ge ther .  The reason being i f  t h e  2 3  went down, w e  could 
g ive  him cover on t h e  way back. 

Q 9 	 Did you know a Captain LLOYD? 

A. 	 Yes, sir, I d id .  

Q. 	 Did you s e e  him a t  t h i s  f i r s t  group meeting? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  see ing  him, sir.  He may have been 
the re .  

Q- Do you r e d a l l  M r .  THOMPSON i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he had 
any t r o u b l e  with h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. 


Q- Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  any information concerning 

a blade s t r i k e ?  

No, sir. 

Q. We've had some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON d i d  
have a b lade  s t r i k e  about 1345 hours  i n  t h e  af ternoon on 16 
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March, and t h a t  h i s  s h i p  w a s  c l e a r e d  f o r  a one-time f l i g h t  
t o  Dot t i e  back t o  home base Chu L a i ,  and t h a t  Captain LLOYD 
flew t h e  s c o u t  s h i p  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  Does t h i s  he lp  r e f r e s h  
your memory any? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  it d o e s n ' t .  I ' m  almost p o s i t i v e  I t a l k e d  
t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. Now, i f  he would have come back 
e a r l y  he might have come down t o  t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e  t o  m e e t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  as they  came i n  also. 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  what o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  
a t  t h i s  ga the r ing  o t h e r  than BAKER, THOMPSON, and y o u r s e l f ?  

A. L ieutenant  REUTNER may have been t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  he flew t h a t  day, b u t  I b e l i e v e  he a l s o  m e t  them a t  
t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e .  There was another  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  a l s o  f lew 
t h e  scout  s h i p s .  I d o n ' t  recal l  whether he was f l y i n g  them 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  or  s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  them l a t e r  on. H e  may have 
been t h e r e  also. -

Q. D o  you recall  whether M r .  MILLIANS w a s  t h e r e ,  o r  
M r .  MANSELL? 

A .  M r .  MANSELL. I b e l i e v e  he w a s  t h e r e ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q M r .  CULVERHOUSE? 

A .  H e  would have been f l y i n g  one of t h e  s l i c k s ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  sir. 

Q You d o n ' t  remember M r .  MILLIANS? 

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, sir.  I be l i eve  a l l  t h e  p i l o t s  of 
a l l  t h e  gunships w e r e  around t h a t  a rea ,  and w e  w e r e  a l l  d iscus-
s i n g  t h i s  th ing .  

Q Was Major WILSON t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  recal l ,  sir.  

Q What about Major WATKE? 

A. I b e l i e v e  Major WATKE was t h e r e .  
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Q * M e  w a s  p a r t  of t h i s  ga the r ing  d i scuss ing  t h i s ?  

A. He wasn ' t  a c t u a l l y  p a r t  of t h e  ga the r ing ,  no, sir. 
Z th ink  you have t h e  wrong p i c t u r e .  A f t e r  they came o f f  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  and moving toward t h e  opera t ions  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e i r  
z f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  we were d i scuss ing  it as w e  went up t h a t  
way. I b e l i e v e  Major WATKE w a s  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  he t r i e d  t o  
quiet some of t h e  people down t o  t r y  t o  keep it wi th in  our  own 
group, and he informed, I b e l i e v e ,  one of t h e  people t h a t  he 
was going t o  t a l k  t o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  Colonel HOLLADAY, about it. 

Q 0 
D o  you recal l  this, o r  what  makes you. . t h ink  t h i s ?  

n 
dl a 7: r e c a l l  it was either Majnl '  KPPTKEa r  Major WILSON. 
I b e l i e v e  he was a cap ta in  a t  t h a t  time. They w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t r y i n g  t o  console  t h e  people.  Trying t o  g e t  them back i n  
t h e  r i g h t  frame of mind again ,  and a s  we were moving towards 
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I know that someone mentioned, "Well, l e t ' s  
keep it h s r e ,  and w e i l l  r e p o r t  it t o  t he  commander," o r  Major 
T4.4TKY ~wcluldrepcart it kc thn, ,b%ttzl$~n. r ; x ~ z . ~ . ~ e r ~  

& +  And t h e  t a l k  t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  was be ing  d i scussed  
mas t h a t  THOMPSON had t r i e d  and subsequent1y d i d  g e t  some peopie 
o u t  of a bunker? Women and ch i ld ren?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

0. And t h a t  was all? 

A. This  i s  a l l  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  y e s r  s i r .  

Q e  Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  d iscussed  
a s  you walked t o  opera t ions?  

A. No, sir, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Was t h e r e  any t a l k  about c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q All r i g h t ,  would you t e l l  us- - jus t  t e l l  us what 
occurred when you a l l  f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d o p e r a t i o n s ?  
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A. WeP1, when they  reached o p e r a t i o n s ,  s i r ,  they  went 
i n  and f i l l e d  o u t  t h e i r  a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s ,  and from t h e r e  
they  broke up,  went back t o  our  hootch,  and,  I b e l i e v e ,  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  t hey  went t o  chow. But t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much d i scus -
s i o n  of what occur red ,  o t h e r  t han  what I j u s t  t o l d  you. 

Q You be ing  t h e  gun s e c t i o n  l e a d e r ,  d i d  you d i s c u s s  
it wi th  your people  t h a t  had flown?. .  -

A. Normally, s i r ,  I t r i e d  t o  determine what had hap-
pened du r ing  t h a t  day. This  t i m e  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I 
asked them what occur red  o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  hea r ing  any-
t h i n g  o t h e r  t han  t h e  i n c i d e n t  I d i scussed .  

Q Did you go i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  them a s  they  f i l e d  
their a f t e r  aceicn reperts? 

A. I ' m  n o t  ce r t a in . ,  

Q. Did you see Major WATKE go i n t o  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  o r  t h a t ,  e i t h e r ,  sir.  I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  he was t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  group when w e  went up towards 
o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q What about Major WILSON? Did you s e e  him anywhere 
a long t h e  l i n e ?  

A. H e  may have been t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  
him. 

Q - What w e r e  your a c t i o n s  wi th  r ega rds  t o  t h e  r e p o r t s  
you r ece ived  from your gun people?  

A. My r e a c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r ,  was a g a i n  t o  t r y  and 
t a l k  t o  them, g e t  them back i n  t h e  r i g h t  frame of mind. A s  
f a r  as complete ly  going over  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  I d i d  no t .  

COL FRANKLIN: L e t  me i n t e r r u p t  t h e r e .  You've used t h a t  
phrase  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  " g e t  them back i n  t h e  r i g h t  frame of 
mind.'' L e t ' s  g e t  it s t r a i g h t  what t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  t h a t  
they  are t a l k i n g  about  when they  came back.  You a r e  an 
o f f i c e r  and i n  command of them, and they  a r e  extremely upse t ;  
t h e y ' r e  throwing helmets  on t h e  ground, and,  a t  l e a s t  t o  your  
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  has  been a c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  r i g h t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Between American f o r c e s .  Now, you were s o  i n t e r -
e s t e d ,  you c o u l d n ' t  even t e l l  us how t h e y  took t h e s e  people  
o u t  of t h a t  bunker o u t  t h e r e .  I t  made such a l i t t l e  impres-
s i o n  on you. What i s  g e t t i n g  people  " i n  t h e  p rope r  frame of  
mind"? J u s t  what k ind  o f  frame of mind is  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  when they  came o f f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  one o f  

them mentioned he  c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  why they  were i n  Vietnam 

when i n c i d e n t s  l i k e  t h i s  occur red .  Now, t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a s  f a r  
a s  I could t e l l  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was t h e  i n f a n t r y  perhaps  wanted 
t o  move up towards t h e s e  bunkers w i t h  women and c h i l d r e n  i n  
them. The o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

.Q- Did you know your people  had given i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  l a y  t h e i r  machineguns, t h e i r  M-601s, on t h e s e  American 
t roops?  

A. I had heard  a f t e r  it occu r red  t h a t  t h i s  may have 

happened, sir. 


Q- WALKER, I d o n ' t  mean t o  v e n t  any anger  on you, b u t  
f r a n k l y ,  what y o u ' r e  s ay ing  and t h e  t one  of  what y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  
i s  what w e  h?ve heard  from s o  many people .  We have y e t  t o  have 
a man who s a i d ,  "I was v i t a l l y  concerned about  t h i s  and I wanted 
t o  know what happened. I was concerned about  my s u b o r d i n a t e s  
and my d u t i e s  and my o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  r e a l l y  go i n t o  t h i s . "  T h i s  
i s  a l l  water under  t h e  b r i d g e ,  and you d o n ' t  s t a n d  a l o n e ,  by any 
means, b u t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  people  t a l k i n g  t h e  same way you do day 
a f t e r  day,  where w a s  t h e  man, where was t h e  o f f i c e r  who would 
t a k e  enough i n t e r e s t  and concern f o r  what Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON had t o  s ay  t o  t r a c k  t h i s  t h i n g  down? Then perhaps  
none of  us  would be h e r e  now. But it is  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  d i r -  
e c t e d ,  and I mean t h a t ,  WALKER. I t ' s  j u s t  hard  f o r  me t o  
unders tand  when you 've  g o t  t h e s e  people  coming o f f  a f l i g h t  
l i n e ,  how t h i s  d o e s n ' t  have an emot iona l  e f f e c t  on you. You've 
g o t  a p i l o t  who a sks  why he i s  i n  Vietnam when t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  
are happening. " J u s t  t a k e  it easy ;  f o r g e t  about  i t . "  

A. No, sir ,  it w a s n ' t  a " t a k e  it e a s y ,  f o r g e t  about  i t "  

t h i n g .  I b e l i e v e  Major WATKE was t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  why 

I t h i n k  he knew about  now. H e  s a i d  it w a s  going t o  be i n v e s t i -  

ga ted .  


Q- Taking t h e  b i g  weight  o f f  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  WALKER'S 

shou lde r ,  then?  
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A .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  yes ,  s i r ,  it seemed t o  be. Well, 
the most I could do was r e p o r t  it t o  Major WATKE. 

LTC PATTERSON: Did you, i n  f a c t ,  . t a l k. t o  Major WATKE about 
it a t  any t ime? 

A .  Major WATKE was t h e r e ,  sir.  I d i d  not .  

Q YOU were a gun s e c t i o n  l eader?  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q One of t h e  key l e a d e r s  i n  t h i s  o rgan iza t ion ,  and 
a s  I understand it, then ,  you never pe r sona l ly  t a l k e d  t o  your 
a v i a t o r s  about it, and then  went t o  Major WATKE and t a l k e d  t o  
him about  i t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  because Major WATKE knew about  it. 

Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you pe r sona l ly  t h a t  he knew 
about it? 

A .  Well, I t o l d  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, I b e l i e v e ,  
o r  my p i l o t .  S i r ,  he had t o  know about it. He w a s  t h e r e  as 
we were going i n t o  opera t ions .  

Q But t h e  ques t ion ,  Captain WALKER, i s  d i d  you t a l k  
t o  your people about it and g e t  t h e  s t o r y  from your gun people,  
no t  from THOMPSON who i s  i n  another  s e c t i o n ,  b u t  from your peo-
p l e ?  

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d  not.  

Q O r  d i d  you, then ,  a t  any t ime t a l k  t o  Major WATKE 
about what t h e  people had s a i d ?  

I 

A ,  No, s i r ,  because I d i d n ' t  t a l k  t o  my people.  

Q You i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  C I D  s ta tement  t h a t  Major 
WATKE had s a i d  on t h e  f l i g h t .  l i n e  t h a t  he was going t o  r e p o r t  
t h i s  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q 0 Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  s ta tement  being made, s ir .  
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Q- By Major WATKE? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  Major WATKE, a s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  
sir. 

Q* Do you, from f i r s t  hand knowledge, know t h a t  Major
WATKE went t o  s e e  Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. No, sir ,  I do no t  know. 
9- Did you make any e f f o r t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  from anyone 
t h a t  he had gone t o  see Colonel HOLLADAY? 

Q. Do you know t h a t  he r epor ted  it t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. No, sir ,  I do not.  

9- Then, a s  f a r  a s  you ' re  concerned, t h e  ma t t e r  was 
dropped a t  t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e ,  as f a r  a s  you know of any i n f o r -
z a t i o n  concerning it? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, sir. Major WATKE made t h e  s t a t e -
ment t h a t  he was going t o  r e p o r t  it, s o  I f e l t  t h a t  he was 
going t o  r e p o r t  it. 

Q* Did Major WATKE eve r  c a l l  h i s  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r s  
toge the r  o r  t h e  u n i t  t o g e t h e r  and exp la in  t o  them o r  t o  you 
t h a t  he had, i n  f a c t ,  r epor ted  it, o r  t h a t ' h e  had n o t ,  o r  
t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  had been repor ted?  

A. S i r ,  I b e l i e v e  he d i d  a t  one time c a l l  us toge the r  
and t e l l  us  i t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

Q- What do you r e c a l l  of t h i s  meeting? 

A. I t  was, I b e l i e v e ,  a t  one of  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  and I 
th ink  he s t a t e d  t h a t  he had repor ted  it and t h a t  it was under 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Is t h a t  a l l  he s a i d ,  o r  d i d  he say any more, o r  d i d  
he t e l l  any more a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  meeting? 

, A .  No, sir ,  I don ' t .  
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Q Did you l i v e  wi th  your gun people i n  t h e  same 
hootch? 

A. I l i v e d  wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  s i r ,  Lieutenant  
LIVINGSTON, Lieutenant  LLOYD.. 

Q A s  I understand your tes t imony,  you i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the  
opera t ion  t h a t  you j u s t  mentioned? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  they were t h e r e .  

Q. ' Was t h e r e  t a l k  i n  your hootch concerning what had 
occurred? 

A. No, sir.  

Q You never heard LIVINGSTON say anything about it? 

A. S i r ,  he may have s a i d  something, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
it. 

Q By any o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  involved? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  only  two t h a t  would have been t h e r e  
were LIVINGSTON and LLOYD. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  REUTNER was 
t h e r e .  

Q Well, LLOYD wasn ' t--was he i n  your s e c t i o n ?  

A. He was i n  my hootch, s ir ,  bu t  he wasn ' t  i n  my sec-
t i o n .  H e  was i n  t h e  south s e c t i o n .  

Q A s  I understand it, then ,  once you a l l  had reached 
t h e  opera t ions  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  conversat ion wi th  r e fe rence  t o  
what had occurred i n  t h e  opera t ion  of 1 6  March was fo rgo t t en .  

A. Not f o r g o t t e n ,  no, s i r .  

Q Not t a l k e d  about ,  perhaps? 

A. Not t a l k e d  about.  Everybody had assumed t h a t  Major 
WATKE was going t o  r e p o r t  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  There was nothing 
e l s e  t h a t  they  could do. I f  they t a l k e d  about it, then it 
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~ o u l dg e t  over t o  A Company. This was something t h a t  t h e y ,  
t h a t  we a l l  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  keeping down u n t i l  it had been 
inves t iga ted .  

Why? 

A. Why? Because it was something t h a t  i s n ' t  normal 
i n  Army opera t ions .  I t  was something t h a t  the  people f e l t ,  
o r  a t  l e a s t  my impression of t h e  way it occurred was they 
f e l t  it s h o u l d n ' t  have happened. I t ' s  kind of hard t o  
explain e x a c t l y ,  sir. 

Q* Indeed, i f  something happened t h a t  s h o u l d n ' t  have 
happened, it would seem t o  me t h a t  we would want t o  pursue it 
t o  make su re  t h a t  e i t h e r  it d i d  o r  d i d n ' t ,  r a t h e r  than q u i e t  
it down. 

A. Yes, s ir ,  t h i s  i s  why Major WATKE t o l d  everybody 
t h a t  he was going t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and I ' m  almost 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  he passed t h i s  on t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q. Why a r e  you s o  c e r t a i n ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  l i k e  I mentioned be fo re ,  I ' m  su re  t h e r e  
was a b r i e f i n g  l a t e r  on where he s t a t e d  it was under i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  

Q. Then a s  I a l s o  understand,  I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  
words i n  your mouth, bu t  once you had l e f t  t h e  conversat ion 
on t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e  o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  v i c i n i t y ,  t h e  only o t h e r  
conversat ion you heard about any a c t i v i t y  concerning t h e  16 
March 1968 opera t ion  was probably a t  a b r i e f i n g ,  which you 
seem t o  r e c a l l  Major WATKE mentioning? 

Yes, s ir .  

Q You never heard any more conversa t ion  about i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  any kind of information concerning 
any type  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q Were you contac ted  o r  any of your people contacted 
t o  your knowledge t o  make any s t a t ements ,  ve rba l  o r  w r i t t e n ?  

A. No, sir. I b e l i e v e  before  t h e  people even g o t  o u t  
of t h e  f i e l d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of some type had a l r eady  been 
i n i t i a t e d ,  because I b e l i e v e  they  had c a l l e d  back t o  inform 
them t h a t  something had occurred. I was n o t  i n  t h e ' o p e r a t i o n s  
when it occurred ,  b u t  I understand t h a t  t h e  Task Force Barker 
commander had been informed of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  what occurred,  s i r ,  because I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  

Q This i s  be fo re  they  came back,. .- . on 16 March? 

A. Before they  came back, yes ,  sir. 

Q Were your people d i r e c t l y  involved i n  t h i s  t h i n g ,  
your gun people? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  they were support ing.  

Q - You heard t h e r e  was going t o  be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q And t h i s  was i n  t h e  af te rnoon o r  e a r l y  evening
of 1 6  March? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you heard again from 
Major WATKE a t  a l a t e r  t ime,  and y e t  no one e v e r  contac ted  
your people t o  your knowledge o r  you, t o  a r range  f o r  your 
people t o  make any s ta tements?  

A.  To my knowledge, no, sir. 

Q What k ind  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  you cons ider  
t h e r e  would be? 

A.  Well, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a s  f a r  a s  I could see, 
would be done wi th  t h e  i n f a n t r y  t roops  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was 
happening. 
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Q And you d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  your  people  might be 
r e q u i r e d  o r  shou ld  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  what t h e y  saw? 

A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  no, s ir .  I t  d i d n ' t  occu r  t o  me. 

Q What was t h e  g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between B Company,
123d and Task Force Barker subsequent  t o  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March 
ope ra t ion?  

A .  I b e l i e v e  w e  had worked wi th  them p r e v i o u s l y ,  s i r ,  
on o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  Our primary a r e a  w a s  sou th  of  Chu La i  
o u t  i n  t h i s  area ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  W e  worked t o  t h e  w e s t  and t o  
t h e  east o f  Highway 1. 

Q Did you f l y  i n  suppor t  of  Task Force Barker  your-
s e l f  subsequent  t o  16 March? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  The e x a c t  o p e r a t i o n ,  I 
d o n ' t  recal l ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  flown. 

Q *  Were you f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  Warlord Alpha Lead? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- Were t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between you du r ing  t h e  t i m e  
you f lew f o r  Task Force Barker  i n  good shape? Did you g e t  
a long w e l l ?  Did they  g e t  a long  w e l l ?  Was t h e r e  any d i s -
cuss ion  about  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I f e l t  t h a t  Task Force Barker  was a 
f i n e  o u t f i t  t o  work wi th .  W e  never  had any d i f f i c u l t y  under-
s t a n d i n g  each o t h e r ,  and we had no problems between a i r  and 
ground. I f  t hey  wanted suppor t  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  t h e r e  
w a s  no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  it where t hey  wanted t h a t  sup-
p o r t .  

9 Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  from any o f  your  people  
concerning any o f  t h e i r  engagements on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any r e p o r t s  o f  ground f i r e  o r  t a k i n g  
any h i t s  on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March i n  any o f  your  s h i p s ?  

A .  No, sir .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  about  t h e  o t h e r  gun 
e lements  t h a t  might have been involved  on t h e  1 6 t h  of  March 
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you -know t h e  gun e lements  involved?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  174th.  

Q How would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between B 
Company, t h e  123d, and t h e  gun teams of t h e  1 4 t h  Av ia t ion  
B a t t a l i o n ?  

A .  The 174th i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I knew, w e l l ,  s e v e r a l  
months b e f o r e  I knew t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  down t h e r e .  W e  w e r e  
p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  working wi th  them, w e  very  
seldom had a chance t o  work w i t h  them. I b e l i e v e  t h e i r  opera-
t i o n s  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from o u r s .  

Q T h e i r  method of  engagement? 

A .- Also d i f f e r e n t ,  sir.  
. . 

COL FRANKLIN: You say  t h e i r  method of engagement w a s  a l s o  
d i f f e r e n t .  D i f f e r e n t  i n  what way? 

A .  S i r ,  t h e  174th w a s  an o u t f i t ,  t h e i r  gunsh ips  when 
t h e y  went o u t  on a miss ion ,  i f  they  s a w  someone running ,  nor-
mally t h e y  would g e t  him. This  i s  t h e  way they  ope ra t ed .  

Why do you say  t h a t ?  

A. I have flown w i t h  them i n  suppor t  w i t h  them, s i r ,  
be fo re .  Th i s  i s  why I l i k e  t h e  concept  of  t h e  aero-scout  
company, because you had a 2 3  down t h e r e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  what 
you were s h o o t i n g  a t .  

Q A r e  you say ing  t h a t  t h e  gun Sharks  k i l l e d  noncom-
b a t a n t s ?  

A. No, sir.  I ' m  s a y i n g t h a t  t hey  went t o  ex t remes ,  
perhaps ,  t o  chase  down a man t o  f i n d  ou t .  They may have 
p o s s i b l y  s h o t  noncombatants. 
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Q *  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  any s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  vo iced  i n  
your company a b o u t ' t h e  Sharks? 

A .  There was a d i s l i k e  f o r  them, s i r ,  b u t  no th ing  t o o  
s t r o n g ,  because w e  d i d n ' t  work w i t h  them t h a t  o f t ? n .  

Q* How about  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  1 6  March? What d i d  
LIVINGSTON have t o  say  about  t h e  Sharks?  

A. S i r ,  LIVINGSTON w a s  a q u i e t  person and s a i d  very 
l i t t l e .  

Q. H e  wrote h i s  w i f e  t h a t  n i g h t  and had some 
extremely s t r o n g  terms.  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  them w i t h  me. 

Q- T h i s  n o t  wanting t h e  word o u t ,  would you go i n t o  
t h a t  again? This  i s  somewhat abnormal. You mentioned t o  
Colonel  PATTERSON t h a t  it w a s  hard t o  e x p l a i n .  I t  i s  hard  
t o  e x p l a i n .  I t ' s  a  hard q u e s t i o n :  why, when you j u s t  had 
t h i s  t h i n g  r e p o r t e d  t o  you, and your  people  a r e  s o  u p s e t  
about a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between your people  and a n o t h e r  
American u n i t  o v e r  something t h a t  r e a l l y  approaches be ing  
t h e  g u t s  of  what w e  s t a n d  f o r ,  t h i s  b i g  concern about  n o t  
wanting it t o  g e t  o u t ,  n o t  want ing t h i s  t o  g e t  o u t ?  I 
don ' t unders tand.  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I unders tand  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  
I mentioned t h a t  ou r  people  w e r e  upse t .  W e  t r i e d  t o  conso le  
them somewhat and e x p l a i n  t o  them t h a t  it was under i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion .  Major WATKE w a s  t h e r e ,  as b e s t  as I can recal l ,  and 
he s t a t e d  he  would have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q. How can you conso le  people  when you d o n ' t  f i n d  
o u t  i n  e l a b o r a t e  d e t a i l  what happened? 

A. You do t h e  b e s t  you can ,  s i r ,  w i t h  what you g o t .  
Now, I d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  w i t h  t h e  peop le ,  because Major 
WATKE w a s  going t o  have it i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and I d i d n ' t  want 
t o  b r i n g  it up t o o  much t o  g e t  it sp read  around t h e  company. 
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Q Why? You, as--in t h e  chain of command t a l k i n g  
t o  these  people a s  t o  what happened; how does t h a t  g e t  it 
spread around the  company? 

A .  I t r i e d  t o  keep it q u i e t ,  s i r ,  between our  group, 
t o  keep it wi th in  t h e  gun group. They knew what had happened. 
I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know what occurred. 

Q.  But you ' re  t h e  l eader .  

A.  yes,  s i r .  

Q. Why d o n ' t  you know what occurred? 

A .  I t ' s  my own f a u l t ,  s i r .  

Q Okay, conceding a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  i t ' s  going t o  
be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  The term "follow through." What does t h a t  
mean t o  you i n  r e spec t  t o  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c i d e n t  we a r e  
t a l k i n g  about? / 

A .  Follow through, s i r ?  

Q - Right.  

A .  Check and make s u r e  it i s  being done. 

Q - A s  I understand your testimony, t h e r e  was never 
any follow through on your p a r t .  

A. S i r ,  it d i d n st seem r i g h t  f o r  me t o  follow through 
and check Major WATKE and s e e  i f  he had done what he s a i d  he 
was going t o  do. 

Q - How about a man i n  your platoon t h a t  was s h o r t  on 
h i s  pay o r  missed h i s  R&R? Did t h a t  ever  happen i n  your gun 
s e c t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you ever  have any kind of personal  problems 
ever  i n  your s e c t i o n  about people wanting t o  go on compas-
s i o n a t e  leave ,  any personal  problems a t  a l l ?  

A .  No, sir.  

(WALKER) 22 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-308 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- You had a very unusual  c r e w .  But suppose t h a t  you 
had,  and you took t h i s  up w i t h  Major WATKE, and a p e r i o d  of 
t i m e  e l a p s e d  which was more t h a n  you supposed w a s  neces sa ry  
t o  come t o  a d e c i s i o n  o r  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  problem. Would you 
h e s i t a t e  t o  t a k e  it up aga in  w i th  Major WATKE? 

A. No, s i r ,  I wouldn ' t .  

Q- Why i s  t h a t  s o  d i f f e r e n t  from a problem where your  
people  have been involved  i n  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  probably one of 
t h e  r a r e  t i m e s  t h i s  has  happened i n  any war? 

A. S i r ,  it j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  I should be  
going back t o  t e l l  Major WATKE "go on wi th  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  
I s t a t e d  l a t e r  t h a t  he s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
done, b u t  t h i s  was a  couple  o f  days l a t e r .  

Q. I t  d i d n ' t  seem r i g h t  f o r  you a t  any t ime j u s t  t o  go 
back and d i r e c t l y  s a y ,  " S i r ,  about  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  
16 th  of  March i n c i d e n t ,  have you h e a r d  anyth ing?  I would l i k e  
t o  t e l l  my people  w h a t ' s  happened." 

A. No, sir,  it d i d n ' t .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e  have had some tes t imony t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 
l i e u t e n a n t  came t o  B Company, 123d, and was g i v i n g  a mandatory 
c l a s s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  The l i e u t e n a n t  was from 
o u t s i d e  of B Company, 123d. The c l a s s  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
taken p l a c e  i n  t h e  mess h a l l  o r  wherever t h e  company could 
ga the r .  Do you r e c a l l  any mandatory t r a i n i n g  of  t h i s  t ype  
i n  t h e  evening? 

A. No, s i r ,  I do no t .  

Q- Reportedly ,  a t  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  one of  t h e  e n l i s t e d  
men h o l l e r e d  o u t  r a t h e r  rude ly ,  I would imagine from what we 
heard,  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t ,  "What about  t h e  women and t h e  
ch i ld ren?"  Does t h i s  r i n g  any b e l l ?  

A. No, s i r ,  it d o e s n ' t .  There w e r e  t i m e s  where I may 
no t  have been t o  one of  t h e s e  meetings because I was on s tandby .  
I f  I w a s n ' t  f l y i n g  I was on s tandby ,  and I would s t a y  nea r  t h e  
Operat ions .  
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Q. We a l s o  have had tes t imony t h a t  Major WATKE t h e n  
s t o o d  up and admonished t h e  young man. This  you do n o t  r e c a l l ?  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  it, s i r ,  no. 

COL FRANKLIN: Do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE g e t t i n g  t h e  company 
t o g e t h e r  because rumors cont inued  t o  f l o a t  and t h i s  s u b j e c t  
cont inued t o  be  d i s c u s s e d ,  and t e l l i n g  them t o  knock it o f f ?  

A .  No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him doing t h a t ,  e i t h e r .  

Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  about i t ?  

No, s ir .  

Q Did Major WATKE e v e r  c a l l  you i n  as one of h i s  
subord ina t e  l e a d e r s  and t a l k  t o  you about  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  Major WATKE never  c a l l e d  m e  i n  wh i l e  I 
was over  t h e r e  under h i s  command, and he had a  Capta in  GIBBS 
who was t a k i n g  ove r  t h e  gun p l a toon  who had j u s t  g o t  i n ,  and 
he  was going t o  go ove r .  I worked wi th  Major WATKE a s  h i s  XO 
t empora r i l y  when t h e  123d was be ing  organized .  Other t han  
t h a t ,  I very seldom t a l k e d  t o  Major WATKE. 

LTC PATTERSON: D i d n ' t  you have meetings? Major WATKE never  
had t h e  s c o u t  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  i n  a n d ' t h e  gun s e c t i o n  l e a d e r  i n  
t o  s i t  t h e r e  and d i s c u s s  o p e r a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
m a t t e r s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q a  A s  a command group type  t h i n g ?  

A. We had a b r i e f i n g  b e f o r e  every o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  
t h e r e  was no meetings as such.  

Q - A s  I unders tand t h e  b r i e f i n g s  ,though, a l l  person-
n e l ,  p i l o t s ,  were w a r r a n t  officers? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  A l l  t h e  p i l o t s  t h a t  were going t o  f l y  
t h a t  day,  t h e  evening b e f o r e  o r  t h e  morning of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
they would form i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  hootch,  and he  
would e x p l a i n  what was going t o  happen t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. 

Q. Would you t e l l  how t h e  cha in  o f  command worked i n  
Company B ,  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ?  
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A .  The chain  of command, s i r ,  i f  you wanted t o  s e e  
Major WATKE o r  somebody, t h e  man would come t o  me, and I 
would s e e  Major WATKE. But we never had, a s  I can r e c a l l ,  
we never had a man t h a t  needed t o  s e e  Major WATKE f o r  any-
th ing .  

Q What about t h e  normal everyday funct ioning  of 
Company B of t h e  123d and t h e  pass ing  o u t  of information 
from the  commander down t o  t h e  subordina tes?  Did any in-
formation come from Major WATKE down through you t o  the  
warrant o f f i c e r s  i n  your s e c t i o n ?  

Not t o  t h e  warrant  o f f i c e r s ,  no, s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: This i s  an i n c r e d i b l e  th ing .  Here you've go t  
a newly organized company. Even t h e  concept of opera t ion  of 
the  company i s  new. They a r e  brought toge the r  from d i f f e r e n t  
o u t f i t s .  You a r e  opera t ing  under a new concept;  and you 
don ' t  have d a i l y  con tac t  between l e a d e r s  and subordina te  
l eader s  t o  d i s c u s s  and improve ana change t a c t i c s ?  I never 
heard of an o rgan iza t ion  l i k e  t h i s  before .  

A .  S i r ,  what occurred was we normally would go ou t  
i n t o  an o p e r a t i o n a l  a rea .  While we were a t  LZ Dot t i e  I would 
be up a t  t h e  opera t ions  van; normally Major WATKE would be 
the re .  I f  he wasn ' t  t h e r e  one of h i s  o f f i c e r s  would be o u t  
there .  Anything t h a t  occurred dur ing  t h a t  operation--once 
whenever t h e  a i r c r a f t  landed you went t o  t h e  opera t ions  van 
and d iscussed  t h e  opera t ion  w i t h  Major WATKE o r  h i s  repre-
s e n t a t i v e .  The u n i t  was newly organized. We d i d n ' t  have 
t h a t  much problems i n i t i a l l y .  Our gunships techniques,  we 
were t h e  161s t  Platoon s o  we had no problems doing what we 
were doing'. A s  f a r  a s  I can s e e ,  s i r ,  i t  was a smooth oper-
a t ion .  

Q - You j u s t  picked up t h e s e  scou t s  and s t a r t e d  oper-
a t i n g  wi th  them and you never developed any techniques? 

A. We had a p r a c t i c e  per iod ,  s i r ,  when we went out  
and p rac t i ced .  

Q. A f t e r  t h a t  you were s o  good t h a t  t h e r e  was never 
any need t o  modify it, change, o r  pass  ou t  experience? 

A .  Yes, sir. Well, a l l  it was was a mat ter  of "Today 
w e ' l l  do it t h i s  way." T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was t o  it. 
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Q T h a t ' s  a remarkable o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Capta in  WALKER. 

LTC PATTERSON: Do you have anyth ing  e l s e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  of  16 March o r  any p e r i o d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  1 7  March, 
18 March? Do you have any in format ion  concerning an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  o r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  have n o t  d i s cus sed?  -
A.  No, s ir .  

Q =  Did Colonel  HOLLADAY come down and e v e r  t a l k  t o  
t h e  u n i t  o r  d i d  you s e e  him down t h e r e  t a l k i n g  t o  any of your  
people?  

A .  I had seen  Colonel  HOLLADAY dodn, s i r ,  b u t  who 
h e  d i scussed  t h i n g s  w i th  o r  what they  t a l k e d  about ,  I do n o t  
know. He was i n  t h e  company a r e a .  The way Ky Ha was s e t  up 
we were on one s i d e  of t h e  t r a c k ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY and t h e  EM 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  So when he  came down t o  o u r  s i d e  it was 
unusual .  H e  very seldom came over .  

COL FRANKLIN:  Your b a t t a l i o n  commander very seldom came down 
t o  one of h i s  p r i n c i p a l  companies? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  was unusual  t o  s e e  him t h e r e .  H e  
may have come down w h i l e  we were i n  t h e  f i e l d .  W e  w e r e  o u t  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  8  hours  a day. 

Q How about  on you t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s ;  w a s  he 
watching through a b l i n d  observing? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he  came o u t  wi th  us 1 day. I n  f a c t  
h e  f lew i n  one of  my gunships p l aced  wi th  one o f  my people  
and flew o u t  on t h a t  t o  s e e  how t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  b u t  he never  
came o u t  o the r - - a t  t h e  most he  had been o u t  t o  LZ D o t t i e  t w i c e .  

Q. Does t h i s  s t r i k e  you a s  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I n  a way it d i d  s i n c e  w e  were j u s t  
newly organized ,  b u t  I d idn '  t q u e s t i o n  him. 

Q W e l l ,  t h a t  ' s  unders tandable .  

LTC PATTERSON: Do you r e c a l l  any awards o r  d e c o r a t i o n s  b e i n g  
awarded o r  g iven  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  on o r  about 16 March 1968? 
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A .  S i r ,  t h e  only award t h a t  I know of i s  t h e  one 
t h a t  they had on TV t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON had got .  
I d o n ' t  know who submitted him o r  what. A f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  
was over I d i d  n o t  know t h a t  anybody had been submitted 
f o r  an award f o r  t h a t  per iod .  

Q *  You d id  n o t  pu t  i n  any of your people f o r  awards 
f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day o r  1 7  March o r  18 March? 

A.  No, I d i d  not .  


Q- Would you have thought i f  one of your people,  your

gun people,  had landed i n  t h i s  a rea  t h a t  a cons idera t ion  
might be made concerning whether o r  n o t  he should rece ive  
some type of an award? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Espec ia l ly  a f t e r  you heard t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON had 
received an award? 

A. I d i d n ' t  hear  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON rece ived  an award, 
sir,  u n t i l  j u s t  when t h i s  i n c i d e n t  came up on t e l e v i s i o n .  I 
l e f t  Vietnam s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  about 20 days. 

COL FRANKLIN: So t h e  per iod  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about is  
from January t o  Apr i l ?  This per iod  you know? 

A. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  aero-scouts ,  yes ,  s i r .  The 161s t  
gun p la toon t h a t  I was i n  back i n  August; I was wi th  t h e  1 6 l s t  
u n t i l  it became t h e  aero-scouts .  

Q - Then you were wi th  t h e  aero-scout company f o r  about 
4 months? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  u n t i l  t h e  8 th  of Apr i l .  

Q. What happened on t h e  8 th  of  Apr i l ?  

A .  I w a s  wounded and s e n t  t o  Japan, s i r .  

Q - Where were you wounded? 

A .  I n  my hand. 

Q. Where were you f l y i n g ?  

A. Quang Ngai, sir.  Southwest of Quang Ngai. 
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LTC PATTERSON: W e  would l i k e  t o  g ive  you an oppor tun i ty  
t o  say  anyth ing  you would l i k e  t o  say  a t  t h i s  t ime.  Any 
s t a t emen t  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make? 

A. I t ' s  h a r d  f o r  me t o  r e c a l l  e x a c t  people ,  i n c i d e n t s  
e x a c t l y ,  extremely ha rd  t o  p i c t u r e  f a c e s  i n  my mind. There 
was a  war ran t  o f f i c e r  t h a t  I keep t h i n k i n g  was t h e r e  b u t  I 
c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  sir.  

Q You c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. Can you s e e  h i s  f a c e  
i n  your mind? 

A. W e l l  t h e r e  was a M r .  CARBELL b u t  he  l e f t ,  I t h i n k ,  
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  going on. 

Q. D o  you remember whether t h i s  man was a gun man? 

A .  H e  w a s  a gunship man, s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y  gunship.  
I t h i n k  h i s  name was Will iam CARBELL b u t  I b e l i e v e  he l e f t  
s h o r t l y  p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  

Q - So, t h a t ' s  t h e  only--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' v e  been t r y l n g  t o  t i e  him i n t o  
t h i s  because h e  w a s  t h e  t y p e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  g o t  extremely 
upse t .  

Is t h e r e  anyth ing  e l s e ?  

T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  s i r .  

LTC PATTERSON: W e  thank you f o r  making t h e  t r i p  up h e r e .  We 
a p p r e c i a t e  your i n t e n s i v e  r e c a l l  and i f  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  fu r -
t h e r  t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1250 hour s ,  3 February 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WATKE, F reder ick  W . J . ,  MAJ 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 8,lO-12,19 December 1969 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: Richard F. LOCKE, CPT, J A G C ,  L i t i g a t i o n  D i v i s i o n ,  

O f f i c e  of t h e  Judge Advocate Genera l ,  Washington, D.C.  


DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Company Commander, 

B Company, 123d Avia t ion  B a t t a i i o n ( a e r 0 - s c o u t )  , A m e r i c a 1  

D iv i s ion ,  USARV. 


1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

a. S t a g i n g  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Major WATKE was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  e n t i r e  b r i e f i n g  f o r  
t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs.  3 ,  6 6 ) .  Also p r e s e n t  w e r e ,  
BARKER, an i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  (KOTOUC), an i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s e r g e a n t ,  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t  (pnobably 
from t h e  1 7 4 t h ) ,  a l l  t h e  company commanders excep t  f o r  t h e  
CO of  A Company, and, perhaps ,  Major CALHOUN (pgs.3,4 ,  
59 ,60) .  

b. P lan  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The o p e r a t i o n  was planned around t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t w o  
p rev ious  c o n t a c t s  had been broken o f f  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  My 
Lai  ( 4 )  (pgs .  5 ,  6 1 ) .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t e d  a company o f  
VC i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 6 2 ) .  BARKER f e l t  t h a t  by l a n d i n g  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  VC would b e  s u r p r i s e d  (pgs .  5 ,  
6 1 ) .  Thus, t h e  p l a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  LZ 300 mete r s  from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 7)  . The a r t i l l e r y  p rep  w a s  p laced  on 
t h e  edge of  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 8 ) ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  explode 
mines and t o  f o r c e  t h e  VC below ground (pg. 7 ) .  I t  w a s  
expected  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  would have t o  f i g h t  from t h e  
LZ through t h e  v i l l a g e  (pg. 62) . 
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c .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

While i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  was h o s t i l e  
(pgs .5 ,  62,  6 3 ) ,  t h e  impress ion  was n o t  g iven t h a t  everyone 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  was VC (pg. 6 3 ) .  No i n s t r u c t i o n s  were g iven 
t o  d e s t r o y  b u i l d i n g s ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  o r  noncombatants (pgs. 8 ,  
6 5 ) .  WATKE never  heard  anything l i k e ,  " l e v e l  t h e  p l a c e "  
(Sg. 6 5 ) .  No in fo rmat ion  was d i s t r i b u t e d  concerning t r e a t -  
ment o f  noncombatants i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  WATKE assumed t h a t  
SOP would govern (pg.  6 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  no th ing  be ing  s a i d  
about  noncombatants be ing  a t  market a t  t h e  t ime of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  6 ,63)  . 

d .  General  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Nothing s p e c i a l  was s a i d  about  smoke, t h u s ,  
WATKE assumed t h a t  it would be used f o r  a l l  purposes  
a s  u s u a l  (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  thought  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was r o u t i n e  
and p r o f e s s i o n a l  (pgs. 8 , 6 6 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  go on t h e  
a e r i a l  recon wi th  BARKER because he knew t h e  a r e a  q u i t e  
w e l l  and h i s  miss ion ,  which was t o  s c r e e n  pe r sonne l  f lowing 
o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  Highway 521, was n o t  
complex (pgs .  32,66) . 
2 .  ASSAULT ON MY LA1 . 

a .  WATKE's p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  t h e  a s s a u l t .  

(1) The a r t i l l e r y  p r e p .  

WATKE was a i r b o r n e  a t  t h e  o n s e t  of  t h e  My 
Lai  o p e r a t i o n .  H i s  h e l i c o p t e r  was on s t a t i o n  i n  t ime t o  
s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  s t a r t e d  and completed (pg.  11). He 
saw t h e  p rep  go i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  LZ (pg. 11). The 
prep  c o n s i s t e d  o f  on ly  p o i n t  de tona ted  HE s h e l l s  (pg .  3 3 ) ,  
and l a s t e d  about  f i v e  minutes (pg. 11). 

( 2 )  Refugees. 

WATKE saw hundreds of people  moving t o  t h e  
southwest  a long  Highway 521 (pgs .  12 ,  39) . H e  b e l i e v e d  
they were moving toward Quang Ngai (pg.  3 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  
t h e s e  people  on t h e  road p r i o r  t o  t h e  p rep  (pg.  4 0 ) .  Some 
people  w e r e  a l s o  observed moving sou th  (pg. 1 2 ) .  
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b.  WATKE's o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  My La i .  

WATKE's team d i d  n o t  o v e r f l y  t h e  l and ing  of 
t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  because t h e  LZ d i d  n o t  appear  t o  be  h o t  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  LZ D o t t i e  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  
(pg. 1 6 ) .  While over  t h e  a r e a ,  WATKE was unable  t o  observe  
f i r e s  i n  My Lai  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He d i d  n o t  see a s t a c k  o f  bod ies  
(pg. 1 5 0 ) .  He saw no th ing  noteworthy d u r i n g  h i s  o v e r f l i g h t  
of t h e  a r e a  (pg.  6 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  know o f  a r u n  made by 
gunships on c i v i l i a n s  a long Highway 521 (pg. 7 9 ) .  From 
t h e  t i m e  he l e f t  s t a t i o n ,  he had no p e r s o n a l  knowledge of  
what took p l a c e  i n  My ~ a i  (pg. 17)  . 
3 .  INQUIRIES C O J C E R N I N G  THE ASSAULT. 

THOI4PSON1s r e p o r t .  

(1) WATKE's knowledge o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  between 
t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e  and t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  
THOMPSON'S r e ~ o r t .  

On r e t u r n i n g  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  WATKE heard  a 
t r ansmiss ion  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  a number o f  c a s u a l t i e s  had 
r e s u l t e d  from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p rep  (pgs.  17 ,  34,  7 3 ) .  A t  h i s  
TOC, he l e a r n e d  t h a t  some problems e x i s t e d  between h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  and t h e  people on t h e  ground (pgs .  1 8 ,  
6 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  l e a r n  t h a t  a l a n d i n g  had t aken  p l a c e  i n  
f r o n t  of  U.S. t r o o p s  u n t i l  THOMPSON r e t u r n e d  from Quang 
Ngai wi th  t h e  s t o r y  (pgs .  70, 71) . 

( 2 )  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  WATKE. 

a .  The main s t o r y .  

About 1100, THOMPSON and two o t h e r s ,  
probably M r .  MILLIANS and M r .  POTEETE, came t o  WATKE's van 
(pg. 74) .  THOMPSON, a ve ry  f o r t h r i g h t  pe r son ,  seemed deeply  
concerned (pgs .  28, 1 5 2 ) ,  and a c t e d  a s  spokesman f o r  t h e  
group (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  complained t h a t  n e e d l e s s  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  had been caused from i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  by 
t h e  ground f o r c e s  (pg. 2 0 ) .  WATKE understood THOMPSON 
t o  say  t h a t  unarmed women and c h i l d r e n  were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
evade U.S. s o l d i e r s  who were advancing w i t h  f i r e  (pgs .  47, 
75) .  THOMPSON h.ad seen a group of  such pe r sons  t a k e  re fuge  
i n  a hootch and a t t empted  t o  b r i n g  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  ground comrnander.via h i s  low gunship  
(pg. 75) . Unsuccessful  i n  t h i s ,  THOMPSON landed t o  r e q u e s t  
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t h e  f i r e  n o t  be  d i r e c t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  
(pgs .  47,75)  . THOMPSON a s s u r e d  t h i s  p e r s o n ,  who was 

wear ing  a he lme t  marked " C a l i f o r n i a " ,  t h a t  h e  would i n -
s u r e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  U.S. s o l d i e r s  from t h e s e  peop le  
(pg .  7 5 ) .  When t h e  ground commander r e f u s e d  t o  s t o p  
f i r i n g  i n  t h e  area,  THOMPSOlJ s t a t e d  t h a t  he  was go ing  t o  
remove t h e  peop le  and would r e t u r n  any f i r e  from h i s  
f e l l o w  serv icemen (pg.  7 5 ) .  MILLIANS l anded  h i s  
gunship  and t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  evacua ted  t o  a s a f e r  a r e a  
(pg.  7 6 ) .  A s m a l l  boy was t a k e n  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  
Quang Ngai (pg. 76) . 

b .  O the r  a s p e c t s  o f  THOMPSON1s r e p o r t .  

A l l  t h o s e  w i t h  THOMPSON confirmed what he 
had s a i d  (pg.  84)  and WATKE c o u l d  recall no c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e i r  
s t o r y  (pg.  8 5 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  remember b e i n g  t o l d :  
(1) t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  k i l l e d  by 
ground t r o o p s  (pg.  77) ; ( 2 )  t h a t  120 c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d  (pg .  85)  ; ( 3 )  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a  d i t c h  ( p g s .  20,  1 5 0 ) ;  
( 4 )  t h a t  a " c o l o r e d "  s e r g e a n t  had been obse rved  f i r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  d i t c h  (pgs .  2 0 ,  78) ; ( 5 )  t h a t  a c a p t a i n  had been 
obse rved  s h o o t i n g  a woman (pgs .  22,  7 7 ) ;  ( 6 )  how many 
peop le  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d  (pg.  48) ; o r  ( 7 )  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  
t a k e n  t o  Quany Ngai had been e x t r a c t e d  from a  d i t c h  
f u l l  o f  b o d i e s  (pg .  78) . MILLIANS t o l d  WATKE t h a t  h i s  
purpose  i n  l a n d i n g  was t o  g e t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  (pg .  50) . 

( 3 )  WATKE's immediate r e a c t i o n  t o  THOMPSON'S 
st o r v . 

THOMPSON d i d  n o t  appea r  t o  be  e m o t i o n a l l y  
d i s t u r b e d  o r  i n c o h e r e n t  (pg.  2 1 ) .  H e  was normal (pg.  2 1 )  
and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a f t e r  making h i s  r e p o r t  
(pg .  35) . WATKE though t  it abnormal and dangerous  f o r  a 
gunship  t o  l a n d  t o  e x t r a c t  c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  2 0 ) .  Thus,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h i s  peop le  had landed  made WATKE t h i n k  t h i n g s  
had been a w f u l l y  bad i n  My La i  (pg .  2 6 )  . D e s p i t e  h i s  
a t t e m p t s  t o  down-play what t h e y  had s e e n ,  h i s  peop le  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been e x c e s s  f i r i n g  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  (pg.  80) . WATKE, however,  a t  
t h i s  t i m e  was more concerned abou t  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  f o r  
two r e a s o n s :  (1) he was n o t  p o s i t i v e . t h a t  h i s  peop le  
had r e a l l y  s e e n  what t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  had s e e n ;  and 
( 2 )  h e  was n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  were as many c a s u a l t i e s  
a s  were b e i n g  r e p o r t e d  (pgs .  76,  1 4 8 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h i s  
p e o p l e ' s  l a c k  o f  combat e x p e r i e n c e  gave less we igh t  t o  
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t h e i r  s t o r y  (pg.  3 1 ) .  

( 4 )  WATKE r e l a t e s  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  t o  BARKER.-
Within a h a l f  hour o f  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t ,  WATKE 

went t o  BARKER (pgs .  21,221. He r e l a y e d  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  
. o f  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  i n  My Lai  and t o l d  BARKER abou t  t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pg.  2 3 ) .  BARKER d i d  n o t  q u e s t i o n  WATKE t o o  
c l o s e l y  about  t h e  m a t t e r  (pg. 1 0 5 ) ,  b u t  seemed q u i t e  
concerned (pg. 2 3 ) .  He o rde red  Major CALHOUN, who was 
above t h e  a r e a  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r ,  t o  check t h e  ground t o  s e e  
i f  anything abnormal was going on and t o  s t o p  it i f  t h e r e  
was (pgs .  23, 30, 9 0 ) .  BARKER f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t e d  CALHOUN t o  
r e t u r n  wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  s o  t h a t  he (BARKER) cou ld  o v e r f l y  
t h e  a r e a  (pg.  90) . BARKER took o f f  and WATKE was n o t  s u r e  
whether he d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  BARKER a g a i n  t h a t  
day (pgs.  31, 9 2 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  
weapons t o  body count  r a t i o  a t  t h i s  meeting (pg. 1 1 7 ) .  

WATKE1s i n v e s t i q a t i o n  of  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t .  

WATKE d i d  n o t  o v e r f l y  My Lai  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  because he f e l t  t h a t  on ly  BARKER had t h e  
power t o  s t o p  any excess  f i r i n g  (pg.  1 5 3 ) .  F u r t h e r ,  he 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  on ly  c i v i l i a n s  involved were t h o s e  whom 
THOMPSON had rescued from t h e  hootch (pg. 4 8 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
make a f u r t h e r  check of  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  because he f e l t  
he had d i scharged  h i s  duty  by r e p o r t i n g  it t o  BARKER 
(pg. 1 0 2 ) .  He might have spoken t o  some members of  t h e  

crew about  i t  b u t  he d i d  n o t  remember what was s a i d  (pg. 

85) , nor  d i d  he r e c o r d  any th ing  they  s a i d  (pg. 93) . H e  

thought  t h e  m a t t e r  was be ing fo l lowed through because h i s  

subsequent  meetings w i t h  General  YOUNG i n d i c a t e d  command 

emphasis had been p laced  on t h e  i n c i d e n t ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

(pg. 1 0 2 ) .  

b .  Meeting wi th  HOLLADAY. 

WATKE r e p o r t e d  THOMPSON'S s t o r y  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel HOLLADAY about  2000 on t h e  1 6 t h  because he was 
a f r a i d  t h a t  BARKER would r e p o r t  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t o  
HENDERSON, and WATKE d i d  n o t  want HOLLADAY t o  f i n d  o u t  
about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  second-hand (pgs .  23 ,90) .  No one else 
was p r e s e n t  (pg. 9 9 ) .  H e  t o l d  HOLLADAY e s s e n t i a l l y  what 
he had t o l d  BARKER (pg. 9 9 ) .  WATKE, who p laced  major 
emphasis on t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 2 ) ,  found t h a t  
HOLLADAY was more concerned about  t h e  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
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(pg. 1 0 1 ) .  From what WATKE t o l d  him, HOLLADAY b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been n e e d l e s s l y  k i l l e d  (pg.  1 0 1 ) .  
HOLLADAY d i s c u s s e d  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  s t o r y  wi th  
WATKE and asked him i f  he would r e t e l l  i t  a t  d i v i s i o n  
(pg. 1 0 1 ) .  WATKE r e p l i e d  t h a t  he would (pg.  1 0 1 ) .  HOLLADAY 
informed WATKE t h a t  h i s  c a r e e r  could  be  jeopardized  i f  
t h e  s t o r y  proved u n t r u e  (pg. 1 0 4 ) .  HOLLADAY and WATKE 
d i s c u s s e d :  (1) t h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  body count  t o  weapons 
r a t i o  (pg.  1 0 2 )  ; ( 2 )  t h a t  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  had been t h e  
r e s u l t  of excess  f i r i n g  on t h e  ground (pg.  1 0 3 ) ;  and 
( 3 )  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  s t o r y  on t h e  lower command l e v e l  
(pg. 1 0 4 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  HOLLADAY about  a 
"colored"  s e r g e a n t  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  a  b o d y - f i l l e d  d i t c h  
(pg. 1 6 2 ) .  

Meeting of  WATKE, HOLLADAY, and YOUNG.  

On t h e  morning of t h e  1 7 t h ,  WATKE and BOLLADAY 
had a 30 minute meeting wi th  YOUNG i n  h i s  o f f i c e  (pgs .  24, 
25, 1 0 7 ) .  LVATKE r e p e a t e d  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  a f t e r  which 
he w a s  ques t ioned  by t h e  g e n e r a l  (pg. 1 0 8 ) .  YOUNG was 
more concerned wi th  what had happened on t h e  ground than  
t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pg.  1 0 9 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  
number of c a s u a l t i e s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h i s  meet ing ,  b u t  though t  
i t  was around 25 (pg. 1 5 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  remember s a y i n g  
anything which would have g iven YOUNG t h e  impress ion  t h a t  
My Lai  had been a h o t l y  c o n t e s t e d  a c t i o n  w i t h  c i v i l i a n s  
caught  i n  t h e  c r o s s f i r e  (pg. 166) . The g e n e r a l  
d i d  n o t  t a k e  n o t e s  a t  t h e  meeting and it was n o t  
recorded (pg.  108) . 

d.  Meeting of  WATKE, HOLLADAY, BARKER, HENDERSON 
and YOUNG. 

(1) L a t e r  e v e n t s  on t h e  17 th .  

WATKE o r i g i n a l l y  thought  t h e  meeting of 
HOLLADAY, BARKER, HENDERSON, YOUNG and h imsel f  took p l a c e  
on t h e  1 7 t h .  However, through l e t t e r s  k e p t  by h i s  wi fe  
of  h i s  d a i l y  correspondence t o  h e r ,  he d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  
t h e  meeting took p l a c e  on t h e  18 th  (pg .  142). On t h e  
a f t e rnoon  of  t h e  1 7 t h ,  WATKE and HOLLADAY t r a v e l e d .  t o  
Duc Pho f o r  a  meeting wi th  HENDERSON concerning a i r -ground 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  (pg .  1 4 2 ) .  What most impressed him about  
t h i s  meeting was t h a t  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  was n o t  even 
d i s c u s s e d  (pg.  143) . 
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( 2 )  Meeting on t h e  1 8 t h .  

A t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  0900 on t h e  1 8 t h ,  WATKE, 
HOLLADAY, BARKER, HENDERSON and YOUNG had a 30 minute 
meeting i n  BARKER'S van t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  ,112, 
1 1 5 ) .  WATKE t o l d  t h e  group of t h e  excess  f i r i n g  and t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  (pg. 2 6 ) .  He though t  he must have p r e s e n t e d  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same account  he had p r e v i o u s l y  because had 
he n o t  done s o  one of t h o s e  who had heard  i t  b e f o r e  would 
have i n t e r r u p t e d  him and t h i s  d i d  n o t  occur  (pg. 1 6 7 ) .  
WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  number o f  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
he r e p o r t e d  o r  i f  he r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a c a p t a i n  had k i l l e d  
a  woman (pg.  1 1 4 ) .  

( 3 )  BARKER'S r e p o r t .  

BARKER then  gave a s h o r t  update  r e p o r t  a s  t o  
what he had d i scovered  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  1 2 1 ) .  
He had no th ing  much t o  add (pg. 1 2 1 ) .  13e d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  o r  
deny t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  (pg. 1 2 1 ) .  

( 4 )  YOUNG o r d e r s  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
a l l e q a t i o n .  

YOUNG i n s t r u c t e d  HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  25, 1 1 2 ) .  HENDERSON was n o t  g iven  a 
d e a d l i n e  by which t o  have a r e p o r t  r eady ,  b u t  YOUNG wanted 
it a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  (pg.  1 1 4 ) .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  
determine whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  had been n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g  
of noncombatants (pg. 1 1 3 ) .  The c o n f r o n t a t i o n  was n o t  
p a r t  of it (pg.  113) . The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  be  
d e t a i l e d  (pg .  1 1 3 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  remember whether  o r  n o t  
HENDERSON was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t a k e  sworn s t a t e m e n t s  (pg. 1 1 4 ) .  
However, WATKE was n o t  sworn when he was in te rv iewed .  

meeting. 
( 5 )  Other  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  

WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a s u g g e s t i o n  made a t  
t h i s  meeting t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  h i s  men f o r  having t h r e a t e n e d  
t o  shoo t  o t h e r  American s o l d i e r s  (pg. 1 3 5 ) .  H e  d i d  
remember YOUNG say ing  t h a t  only  t h e  f i v e  of  them knew of  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  1 1 4 ) .  He was n o t  s u r e  what was meant 
by t h i s ,  b u t  though t  t h a t  YOUNG merely i n t e n d e d  t o k e e p  t h e  
m a t t e r  q u i e t  pending t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  115) . 
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( 6 ) HENDERSON i n t e r v i e w s  WATKE . 
Immediately a f t e r  t h e  mee t ing ,  HENDERSON 

conducted a s h o r t  examina t ion  o f  WATKE d u r i n g  which h e  
asked WATKE two q u e s t i o n s  which WATKE canno t  now remember 
(pgs .  26,  1 2 2 ) .  No r e c o r d  was made of  t h i s  meet ing  and 
no one e lse  was p r e s e n t  (pg.  27) . 

( 7 )  HENDERSON i n t e r v i e w s  THOMPSON. 

WATKE was asked  t o  send  THOMPSON and two 
o t h e r s  (pe rhaps  p i l o t s )  t o  see HENDERSON (pg .  122)  . 
THOMPSON s p e n t  abou t  10-15 minutes  w i t h  HENDERSON. WATKE 
was n o t  s u r e  i f  THOMPSON c o u l d  have t o l d  h i s  s t o r y  and been 
p r o p e r l y  q u e s t i o n e d  i n  t h i s  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  ( p g s .  27,  1 2 4 ) .  
THOMPSON v i s i t e d  WATKE a f t e r  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  and s t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  had mere ly  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  s t o r y  t o  HENDERSON 
(pg.  1 2 3 ) .  

4. REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

About t h r e e  weeks a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  BARKER informed 
WATKE t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  w i t h  t h e  he lme t  marked " C a l i f o r n i a "  
had n o t  been found and t h a t  n o t h i n g  had been  found t o  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs .  29,  117 ,  1 3 4 ) .  
Approximately a month a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  HOLLADAY informed 
WATKE by l e t t e r  t h a t  a r e p o r t  had been r e n d e r e d  and t h a t  
i t s  r e s u l t s  were i n c o n c l u s i v e  ( p g s .  4 1 ,  133 ,  1 3 4 ) .  No one 
was found t o  have committed a crime (pg .  4 1 ) .  However, t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l  was r e i m p r e s s i n g  t h e  r u l e s  o f  engagement 
on everyone  ( p g s. 29,  128) . To WATKE ' s knowledge, IIOLLADAY 
was n e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  by t h e  I G ,  t h e  SJA, o r  anyone e lse  
from d i v i s i o n  (pg.  7 9 ) .  On 17 A p r i l  1968,  WATKE was wounded, 
and on 21  A p r i l  he  was medevacld t o  Japan  (pg .  1 2 7 ) .  Thus,  
he  had no f u r t h e r  knowledge o f  any r e p o r t s  conce rn ing  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg .  127)  . 
5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  r e q u e s t  a i r  s u p p o r t .  

I n  XATKE1s exper ience ,whenever  t h e r e  was heavy 
c o n t a c t  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a l a r g e  body c o u n t ,  t h e r e  was always 
a r e q u e s t  f o r  gunsh ips  (pgs .  129,  1 3 0 ) .  Gunships would be  
r e q u e s t e d ,  even i f  n o t  needed ,  t o  g i v e  t h e  t r o o p s  a n  
emot iona l  l i f t  (pg .  1 3 0 ) .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  on 16 March. 
Once t h e  - -msnips  from Duc Pho were r e l e a s e d  t h e y  were 
n o t  b rou  . back (pgs .  129 ,  130)  . 
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b .  WATKE r e q u e s t s  h i s  u n i t  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

On t h e  evening of  e i t h e r  t h e  17 th  o r  1 8 t h ,  WATKE 
assembled h i s  company and asked it  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  , t h e  
i n c i d e n t  (pg. 5 7 ) .  He exp la ined  t o  them t h a t  i t  was be ing  
looked i n t o  and t h e r e  was concern (pg.  1 7 5 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
g ive  h i s  people  a l o t  of d e t a i l s  a s  t o  what had happened 
(pg. 1 7 5 ) .  H e  a s su red  them t h a t  it was be ing  i n v e s t i q a t e d  
(pg. 9 2 ) .  H e  thought  h i s  men asked him abou t  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a couple of  t imes  and he f e l t  
"sheepish"  because  he was unable t o  g i v e  them an answer 
(pg* 137) 

WATKE's d e s t r u c t i o n  of mor tar  rounds on t h e  16 th .  

Sometime on t h e  morning of  t h e  1 6 t h ,  a r e p o r t  
came i n  t h a t  mor ta r  rounds had been observed i n  a fox  
ho le  on t o p  of  H i l l  85 (pg. 9 7 ) .  WATKE r e c e i v e d  permiss ion  
t o  d e s t r o y  them and f l ew i n  h i s  i n f a n t r y  p l a t o o n  t o  do s o  
(pg. 9 7 ) .  WATKE though t  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  caused him t o  be 
absen t  from t h e  TOC f o r  two hours  (pg. 98) . 

9 SUM APP T-10 
FOR OFFICIALUSE ONLY 



EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 

NUf.BER DESCRIPTION- . ' NOTES PAGES 

W i t  never saw 
America1 Re? 525-4 befqre. 128-

W i t  questioned , 
America1 Los from loq .  W i t  r e - 37,38, 

.f e r r e d  t o  Items 
1 9  and 4 2  of loq.  4 2 , 9 6 .  
W i t  r e f e r r e d  t o  

a en t ry  i n  log ,  158 
ind ica ted  Item 1 9  
not  t o t a l l y  
co r rec t .  

WESTMOP~LAND'S l e t t e r  t o  W i t  thought 
M- 7 KOSTER l e t t e r  inappropri- 1 3 1 ,  -- 

a t e  under the  132, 
- circumstances. 136 

WATKE1s  l t r  t o  h i s  wife ,  L t r  en tered  i n t o  
M-10 1 6  March ' record.  . 139 

WATKE1s  l t r  t o  h i s  wife,  L t r  entered i n t o  
M - 1 1  -- 1 7  March record.  139 

FfATKE's  l t r  t o  h i s  wife ,  L t r  en tered  i n t o  
M - 1 2  18 March record.  139 

W i t  asked t o  
P-1C Aerial  Phot of My Lai i d e n t i f y  a reas  of 

opera t ion  onpl'lotc 
W i t  marked place 
where artillery 
prep was t o  be. 7 , 6 4  
W l t  never saw 

R- 1 HENDERSON'S Report it before .  132 

I 
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : WATKE, F r e d e r i c  W .  MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 10 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY : Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: (1) F a i l u r e  t o  obey a l awfu l  
r e g u l a t i o n  concerni.ng t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  war crimes; 
( 2 )  D e r e l i c t i o n  o f  duty  i n  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  a l l  f a c t s  and 
a l l e g a t i o n s  known tohim concerning t h e  a c t i o n  o f  Task 
Force Barker  a t  My Lai  on 16 March 1968; and ( 3 )  Withholding 
o f  in fo rmat ion  d u r i n g  p rev ious  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h e  P e e r s  
Inqu i ry .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Company Commander, 

B Company ( a e r o - s c o u t ) ,  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  America1 

Divis ion .  


1. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

During t h e  t i m e  he was on t h e  1 6 t h  he f lewa t  My ~ a i  
approximately 1500 meters from t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  an 
a l t i t u d e  of  300 f e e t  (pg. 185) . He d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  f l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  d l l a g e  (pgs.  185,  203) . Genera l ly ,  
he f lew immediately behind t h e  H-23 and approximately 200 
f e e t  above it (pg. 1 9 1 ) .  From h e a r i n g  LEWELLYN'S t a p e  
t h e  w i t n e s s  understood t h e  Sharks must have l e f t  t h e  a r e a  
about 0930 (pg. 1 9 2 ) .  u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e  he was f l y i n g  
south  o f  Highway 521, and he d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  going n o r t h  
t o  My Lai  (pg. 192)  . H e  d i d  n o t  f l y  o v e r  t h e  t r o o p s  o r  go 
over  My L a i  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 9 9 ) .  Because of t h e  
concern among t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s  a s  t o  where t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  would l a n d ,  WATKE p a i d  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
i n i t i a l  incoming rounds (pgs. 201, 202).  A l l  t h e  rounds 
he saw landed n e a r  t h e  LZ (pg. 201) .  Th i s  was where they  
were p l o t t e d  t o  h i t  (pg. 201) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see any long 
rounds (pg. 202) .  WATKE was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  20 
t o  25 peop le  w e r e  k i l l e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
(pg. 200) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any dead bod ies  on 
t h e  ground (pgs .  185,  190,  191,  195,  244) .  H e  d i d  n o t  see 
10 t o  15  bod ies  l y i n g  a long t h e  r o a d ,  and he  knew no th ing  
about t h e  Sharks making p a s s e s  o v e r  t h e  road and k i l l i n g  
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peop le  w i t h  t h e i r  miniguns (pg.  1 9 4 ) .  Pe rhaps  t h e  r eason  
h e  f a i l e d  t o  see any b o d i e s  on t h e  ground d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he tas p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  removing t h e  m o r t a r  rounds  from H i l l  85 
(pg.  1 9 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a gunship  h o ~ e r i n g  o v e r  a 
tree l i n e  and d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  f l y i n g  w i t h  M r .  MILLIANS 
when such  an e v e n t  o c c u r r e d  (pg.  1 8 6 ) .  H e  saw some smoke 
coming o u t  o f  My L a i ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  s t r i k e  him a s  unusual  
f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  185)  . While h e  was f l y i n g ,  
s e v e r a l  p a s s e s  w e r e  made o v e r  t h e  road  t o  s c r e e n  VC s u s p e c t s  
(pg. 1 9 3 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  THOMPSON l a n d i n g  t o  p i c k  up s u s p e c t s  

who were l a t e r  t a k e n  back by HENDERSON on t h e  C&C s h i p  
(pg.  1 9 3 ) .  H e  was a i r b o r n e  a t  0915, b u t  s a w  and h e a r d  
n o t h i n g  conce rn ing  a c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a  woman (pg.  185)  . 
Although smoke w a s  p robab ly  used t h a t  d a y ,  h e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  t h e  ae ro - scou t  marking wounded w i t h  it d u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  h e  was f l y i n g  (pgs .  192 ,  193)  ; however, h e  d i d  
remember THOMPSON a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  some wounded 
peop le  (pg. 1 93 )  . 
2 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

a .  THOMPSON'S o r a l  r e ~ o r t .  

(1) WATKE's knowledge o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  from t h e  
t i m e  he  r e t u r n e d  u n t i l  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

The w i t n e s s  was unaware o f  any a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
improper  American a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  h e  spoke 
w i t h  THOMPSON (pg. 2 4 6 ) .  H e  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  such  i n f o r m a t i o n  
through a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  t o  Task Force  ~ a r k e r  p r i o r  t o  
THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  (pg.  246) . However, b e f o r e  THOMPSON 
r e t u r n e d ,  WATKE knew THOMPSON had l anded  and spoken t o  
someone (pgs .  183,  2 4 6 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  know t o  whom 
THOMPSON spoke  o r  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  (pg.  1 8 3 ) .  
WATKE a d d r e s s e d  q u e s t i o n s  t o  M r .  BAKER, t h e  Warlord Alpha 
l e a d e r ,  b u t  w a s  unab le  t o  g e t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  answers  (pgs .  183,  
246) .  Except  f o r  THOMPSON'S l a n d i n g  h e  knew o f  n o t h i n g  
unusual  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  184 ,  1 9 1 ) .  H e  
knew n o t h i n g  a b o u t  a c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a  woman a t  approximatelY 
0915 (pg. 190) . H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  e i t h e r  BARKER o r  HENDERSON 
b e i n g  on t h e  r a d i o  a l l  day (pgs.  188 ,  1 8 9 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
h e a r  a t r a n s m i s s i o n  on t h e  a i r -g round  n e t  such  a s  " i f  you 
s h o o t  t h a t  man I'm go ing  t o  s h o o t  you " (pg.  2 0 4 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  know t h a t  t h e  ground t r o o p s  had k i l l e d  90 VC,nor d i d  
h e  g e t  any body coun t  d u r i n g  t h e  day (pg. 1 9 8 ) .  However, 
a f t e r  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  van h e  h e a r d  t h a t  20 t o  25 peop le  
had  been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  (pgs.  198 ,  200, 201) . H e  
b e l i e v e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  was made by t h e  11-23 p i l o t ,  b u t  h e  
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could n o t  r e l a t e  i t  t o  any e v e n t  (pgs.  200, 203) .  H e  
thought  t h e  u n i t s  on t h e  ground were making p r o g r e s s  
because they w e r e  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  enemy f i r e  (pgs.  197,198) .  

(2)  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  WATKE. 

When THOMPSON r e t u r n e d  t o  Quang Ngai he 
approached WATKE a t  t h e  van and s a i d ,  " I ' v e  g o t  something 
s e r i o u s  t o  t a l k  t o  you about .  I saw o u t  t h e r e  w h a t ' s  going 
on." (pg. 205) .  WATKE had n o t  seen  THOMPSON on t h e  f l i g h t  
l i n e  p rev ious  t o  t h i s  conversa t ion  a t  t h e  van (pg. 206) .  
WATKE had THOMPSON ltep o u t s i d e  (pg. 2 0 6 ) .  THOMPSON was 
s i n c e r e  and determined,  b u t  he had h i s  s e n s e s  abou t  him 
and was n o t  loud o r  i n  a s t a t e  o f  shock (pg. 205) .  THOMPSON 
was t h e  spokesman f o r  t h e  group o f  t h r e e  p i l o t s  who met 
with WATKE (pg. 206) .  THOMPSON t o l d  him o f  s e e i n g  dead 
women, c h i l d r e n ,  and o l d  men i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs.  206, 216) .  
There was a d i s t i n c t  l a c k  o f  m i l i t a r y - a g e  males (pg. 206) .  
WATKE unders tood t h a t  t h e s e  people  had no weapons and 
t h a t  they  cou ld  n o t  b e  cons t rued  a s  h o s t i l e  (pg. 206) .  
A s  he  i n t e r p r e t e d  it, t h e  shoo t ing  o f  t h e s e  people  was 
unnecessary (pg. 206) .  WATKE asked THOMPSON about  t h e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and was t o l d  t h a t  THOMPSON had n o t i c e d  t h e  
ground t r o o p s  reconning by f i r e  i n t o  an a r e a  i n  which t h e r e  
were unarmed c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 207) .  People were be ing  k i l l e d  
by t h i s  f i r e  (pg. 207) .  THOMPSON t o l d  t h e  ground t r o o p s  
t h a t  i f  they  would r e f r a i n  from f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  he 
would i n s u r e  t h e i r  s a f e t y  (pgs. 207, 245) . The person t o  
whom THOMPSON spoke t o l d  THOMPSON t h a t  he  would n o t  change 
h i s  method o f  f i r e  and maneuver (pg. 207).  Thompson re-
p l i e d ,  " I f  I g e t  s h o t  w h i l e  I ' m  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of you then  
I ' m  going t o  s h o o t  back" (pg. 245) .  I n  WATKE's op in ion  t h e  
essence  o f  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  was "no t  t h e  t a l k  b u t  t h e  
t h r e a t "  (pg. 245) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h e  
rank of t h e  person t o  whom THOMPSON spoke (pg. 223).  H e  d i d  
n o t  remember be ing  t o l d  about  a d i t c h  f u l l  o f  b o d i e s ,  a 
s e r g e a n t  o r  anyone e l s e  shoo t ing  i n t o  a d i t c h  f u l l  o f  
bod ies ,  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  wi th  a Negro s o l d i e r ,  o r  a c a p t a i n  
shoo t ing  a woman (pgs.  207, 222, 246, 249) .  H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  person t o  whom THOMPSON had spoken 
on t h e  ground had s a i d , i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  pe r sons  THOMPSON 
was t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t ,  "The on ly  way t o  g e t  them i s  t o  
throw grenades  i n  there" (pg. 249) . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  
hea r ing  t h a t  t h e  gunships  had landed t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 248) .  WATKE remembered THOMPSON s a y i n g  t h a t  he  had 
taken a boy who had been wounded and maimed from a group of 
about  20 dead and wounded and had flown t h e  boy t o  Quang 
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Ngai (pgs .  207, 208) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  know t h a t  t h i s  boy 
had been in a d i t c h  (pg. 208) .  He knew o f  no occas ions  of  
p o i n t  b lank  f i r e  i n t o  a group of  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 246) .  Ile 
never  had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  more than  20 t o  30 people  had 
been k i l l e d  (pgs.  206, 236, 247, 250) .  H e  never  p laced  
t h e  number k i l l e d  i n  t h e  hundreds (pg. 2 1 8 ) .  H e  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  t h e  20 t o  30 he knew had been k i l l e d  were s c a t t e r e d  
about  i n  s m a l l  groups ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  be ing  a t  t h e  p l a c e  where 
t h e  boy was p icked  up (pg. 236) . 

( 3 )  WATKE's r e a c t i o n  t o  THOMPSON'S s t o r y .  

WATKE had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  THOMPSON was s u r e  
of  e v e r y t h i n g  he s a i d  (pg. 206) .  WATKE was convinced 
by h i s  p e o p l e ' s  s t o r y  and he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had 
been k i l l e d  i n  My L a i  (pgs .  223, 231) . He thought  h i s  
men had c o r r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  what they  had seen  (pg. 223) . 
However, at-the t i m e  o f  t h i s  meeting he f e l t  THOMPSON 
and t h e  o t h e r s  had over  dramatized what they  had seen 
(pg. 223) .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he had enough in fo rmat ion  
and d e t a l l s  t o  t a k e  t h e  s t o r y  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  (pg. 2 2 3 ) .  

( 4 )  WATKE's meeting wi th  BARKER. 

A f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  THOMPSON, WATKE went t o  s e e  
BARKER a t  t h e  TOC (pg. 210) .  He gave BARKER t h e  c o n t e n t  
o f  THOMPSON'S s t o r y ,  b u t  perhaps n o t  " i n  a l l  i t s  l e n g t h "  
(pgs.  2 1 0 ,  211) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  h i s  emphasis was 
on t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o r  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  (pgs .  210, 
212) . However, bo th  t o p i c s  were covered (pg. 212) .  BARKER 
c o n t a c t e d  CALHOUN, who had t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  and t o l d  CALHOUN 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  TOC s o  t h a t  he cou ld  go o v e r  t h e  a r e a  
(pgs .  2 1 1 ,  213, 228) .  BARKER went up t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
pad t o  awai t  t h e  r e t u r n  of  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  (pg. 213) .  WATKE 
remembered BARKER i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  CALHOUN t o  s t o p  
t h e  s h o o t i n g  (pg. 213) .  However, t h e  word " k i l l i n g "  was no t  
used (pg. 213) .  WATKE was impressed by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
BARKER d i d  n o t  r e a c t  t o  h i s  s t o r y  by a r e f u t a t i o n  o r  an 
e x p r e s s i o n  of  d i s b e l i e f  (pg. 213) . 

(5 )  WATKE's a c t i o n  a f t e r  the meeting w i t h  BARKER. 

When WATKE r e t u r n e d  from h i s  meeting wi th  
BARKER t h e  rest of  h i s  a f t e r n o o n  was s p e n t  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 222) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e s e  d i s -  
cuss ions  occur red  on t h e  f l i g h t  l i n e  (pg. 222) .  He cou ld  
n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind t o  whom he spoke o r  any o f  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s  (pgs .  222, 2 2 4 )  . t h e  d e t a i l s  
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b. Meeting wi th  HOLLADAY. 

There w e r e  two reasons  why he tookTHOMPSONts 
a l l e g a t i o n s  t o  HOLLADAY: (1) he expected  r e p e r c u s s i o n s ;  
and ( 2 )  he f e l t  t h a t  they  w e r e  t o o  s e r i o u s  t o  be k e p t  t o  
himself  (pg. 224) .  H e  thought  t h i s  m a t t e r  over  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  (pg. 225) .  H e  went t o  see HOLLADAY on t h e  n i g h t  o f  
16 March somewhere between 2000 and 2200 (pg. 225) .  The 
wi tness  s t a t e d  he  was convinced t h a t  he t o l d  HOLLADAY 
every th ing  THOMPSON had t o l d  him (pg. 243) .  I n  f a c t ,  
he gave t h e  same s t o r y  everyt ime he t o l d  i t ,  and everyone 
knew t h a t  k i l l i n g s  had taken p l a c e  i n  My ~ a i  (pgs.  243,244) . 

c .  Meetins o f  YOUNG, HOLLADAY, and WATKE. 

When HOLLADAY and WATKE went t o  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  on t h e  1 7 t h  they  had hoped t o  s e e  KOSTER 
(pgs.  239, 240) . Since  KOSTER was n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  they  
saw YOUNG a s  YOUNG was t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  who b a s i c a l l y  
monitored t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  
(pg. 240) .  PARSON was n o t  informed o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
v i s i t  i n  d e t a i l ,  however, he  was t o l d  i t  was impor tan t  
(pgs.  240, 2 4 1 ) .  WATKE d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  HOLLADAY e v e r  
say ing  t h a t  he had informed PARSON o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
YOUNG o r  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  My Lai  (pgs .  232, 241) .  WATKE 
t o l d  YOUNG t h e  same s t o r y  he t o l d  HOLLADAY (pgs .  214, 243) . 

d.  Second meetina w i t h  BARKER. 

WATKE r e c a l l e d  t h a t  he  spoke t o  BARKER a g a i n  w i t h i n  
a day and p o s s i b l y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  meeting on t h e  1 8 t h  
(pg. 221) .  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  a s m a l l e r  number o f  pe r sons  had 
been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  than  had been r e p o r t e d  (pg. 226) .  
WATKE had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  BARKER had been on t h e  ground 
a t  My Lai  and had spoken wi th  peop le  whom WATKE assumed t o  
be p r i m a r i l y  o f f i c e r s  (pg .  226) . BARKER s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a j u s t i f i a b l e  r eason  f o r  t h e  dea th  of  t h e  persons  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  (pg. 226) . These persons  were v i c t i m s  of a r t i l l e r y  
and/or f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  by peop le  who d i d  n o t  know they 
were t h e r e  (pg. 226) .  BARKER s a i d  t h a t  t h o s e  k i l l e d  were 
k i l l e d  a c c i d e n t a l l y  and t h a t  he had found no th ing  t o  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  l a r g e  numbers were k i l l e d  (pgs.  226, 227) .  I n  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  BARKER had been unable  t o .  l o c a t e  anyone 
w i t h  markings on h i s  helmet  matching t h o s e  THOMPSON had 
n o t i c e d  on t h e  ground s o l d i e r  t o  whom h e  had spoken (pg.227) .  
No one admi t t ed  t o  having spoken w i t h  THOMPSON (pg. 2 2 7 ) .  
WATKE d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  BARKER'S e x p l a n a t i o n  because  he f e l t  
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t h a t  BARKER had t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  l i n e  people  up, i f  necessary ,  
t o  f i n d  t h e  person t o  whom THOMPSON had spoken (pgs .  227, 
228) . To WATKE's mind a l l  BARKER d i d  was go i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
and s t o p  t h e  reconning by f i r e  and k i l l i n g  (pg. 228) .  WATKE 
never  spoke t o  CALHOUN about  t h e  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on t h e  
1 6 t h  (pg.  225) .  

e . Meeting o f  YOUNG, HENDERSON, BARKER, HOLLADAY , 
and WATKE. 

When they a r r i v e d  a t  BARKER'S van on t h e  morning 
of  t h e  1 8 t h ,  YOUNG had WATKE t e l l  h i s  s t o r y  (pg. 237) .  
WATKE t o l d  t h e  same s t o r y  he had p r e v i o u s l y  t o l d  everyone 
else and s a i d  no th ing  about  a c r o s s f i r e  (pgs .  2 1 4 ,  215) . 
YOUNG was t h e r e  w h i l e  WATKE t o l d  h i s  s t o r y  (pg. 215) .  
A f t e r  be ing  read  YOUNG'S s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  YOUNG was never  
informed by WATKE t h a t  THOMPSON had observed noncombatant 
b o d i e s ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  he  had t o l d  t h e  same 
s t o r y  t o  t h i s  meeting t h a t  he  had p r e v i o u s l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
HOLLADAY and YOUNG and t h i s  inc luded  t h e  p o r t i o n  about  
t h e  dead noncombatants (pg. 2 1 4 ) .  I n  r ecoun t ing  THOMPSON'S 
a l l e g a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  group,  WATKE used t h e  words " ind i sc r imina te" ,  
" i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h o o t i n g " ,  " n e e d l e s s " ,  and "unnecessary"  
(pg. 247) . He cou ld  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind i f  t h e  word 
"murder" was used (pg. 247) . YOUNG t o l d  HENDERSON t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
and t o  r e n d e r  a r e p o r t  (pg. 215) .  This  was n o t  t o  be an 
A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  a formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.236).  
A s  WATKE r e c a l l e d  i t  Y O U N G ' S  e x a c t  words were,  "The commanding 
g e n e r a l  h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  m e  t o  have you conduct  a formal  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  You a r e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it f o r  him i n  h i s  
name, on t h e s e  charges .  You w i l l  r e n d e r  a r e p o r t  t o  him" 
(pgs .  236, 237) .  The r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  
caused WATKE t o  assume t h a t  YOUNG had informed KOSTER o f  
THOMPSON'S a l l e g a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  meeting (pgs. 2 32, 
237) . 

f . HENDERSON'S i n t e r v i e w  of  WATKE. 

A t  t h e  conc lus ion  o f  t h i s  meeting HENDERSON spoke 
wi th  WATKE i n  t h e  van f o r  about  two minutes (pgs .  238, 
244) .  The essence  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  a s  WATKE r e c a l l e d  i t ,  
was "I want t o  t a l k  t o  your people .  Make them a v a i l a b l e .  
I want t o  s e e  them" (pg. 238) .  WATKE was n o t  p l a c e d  under 
o a t h ,  nor  d i d  h e  mike a s t a t e m e n t  (pg. 244) . No i n d i c a t i o n  
was g iven  t h a t  a  sworn s t a t e m e n t  would be reques ted  from 
t h e  a v i a t  rs (pg. 238) .  WATKE went back t o  h i s  van and s e n t  

(WATKE) 6 SUM APP T-1OA 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


THOMPSON and two o t h e r  p i l o t s  t o  see HENDERSON (pg. 238) .  
The men went up a s  a  group,  b u t  r e t u r n e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
(pgs .  244, 245) . From h i s  conversa t ion  w i t h  THOMPSON a f t e r  
THOMPSON'S r e t u r n  WATKE was under t h e  impress ion  t h a t  h i s  
people  had n o t  made a sworn s t a t e m e n t  (pg. 244) .  WATKE d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  BARKER t a l k i n g  t o  THOMPSON o r  any o t h e r  o f  h i s  
pe r sonne l  (pg. 227) . 

g. WATKEt,s a c t i o n s  a f t e r  the 1 8 t h .  

When WATKE r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  u n i t ,  he  t o l d  them t h a t  
t h e r e  was a  formal  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  p r o g r e s s  (pg. 221) . He 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  u n i t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  body count  from t h e  
My Lai o p e r a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of many women and c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 220) .  H e  d i d  n o t  g e t  s t a t e m e n t s  from h i s  people  
because he  thought  t h a t ,  s i n c e  the s t o r y  had gone up t o  
h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted,  
t h e  burden was on someone else (pg. 217) .  H e  d i d  no th ing  
t o  h o l d  back h i s  pe r sonne l  from t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  (pg.  217) .  

3. WATKE'S IMPRESSION THAT THE MY LA1 INCIDENT WAS 
COVEREDUP. 

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  18 March meeting a t  LZ D o t t i e  WATKE 
f e l t  t h a t  something would come o f  h i s  a l l e g a t i o n s  and he  had 
t h e  f i r m  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  a good i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
necause YOUNG seemed s i n c e r e  when he  t o l d  HENDERSON t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs.  230, 231).  A f t e r  a  week 
t o  t e n  days had gone by and n e i t h e r  he  nor  any o f  h i s  men 
had been q u e s t i o n e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  he came t o  
t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  no p o s i t i v e  f i n d i n g s  
(pgs.  230, 234, 235) .  H e  thought  it would have been most 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  any i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  p u t  t h e  f a c t s  t o g e t h e r  
wi thou t  q u e s t i o n i n g  h i s  people and t h u s  he expected  t h e  
men t o  be  c a l l e d  i n  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  (pgs .  232, 235) .  
To h i s  knowledge none o f  h i s  people  went t o  d i v i s i o n  head- 
q u a r t e r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r ,  and he had no knowledge o f  
HENDERSON conduct ing  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs.  238, 239) . H e  
thought  t h a t  t h e  body count  was e i t h e r  wrong o r  t h a t  it 
inc luded  a g r e a t  number o f  innocen t  women and c h i l d r e n  
(pg. 242) .  H e  thought  t h a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  would 

be  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  both  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  and company commanders 
(pg. 247) . From a l l  t h i s  he f e l t  t h e r e  was a coverup., and 
he  s h a r e d  t h i s  though t  wi th  HOLLADAY (pgs. 230, 231, 235) .  
H e  had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  HOLLADAY, t o o ,  b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  
had been n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g  a t  My L a i ,  and t h a t  HOLLADAY, 
t o o ,  f e l t  t h e r e  was a CoVeruEJ (pg. 231) . WATKE and HOLLADAY 
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d iscussed t h i s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  bu t  HOLLADAY never mentioned 
any r e p o r t  t h a t  had come i n t o  headquar ters  (pg. 238). H e  
d i d  no t  r e c a l l  HOLLADAY mentioning a  half -hear ted r e p o r t  
o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made by HENDERSON (pg. 234) . WATKE heard 
nothing concerning VC propaganda on the  mat te r  and knew 
nothing about a l e t t e r  from TOAN s t a t i n g  t h a t  a l a r g e  
number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  (pg. 2 4 1 )  . WATKE 
crashed and w a s  h o s p i t a l i z e d  on Apr i l  17th  (pgs. 2 4 2 ,  
243). WATKE f e l t  blocked o f f  on t h i s  mat te r  and saw only 
two poss ib l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s :  (1) l e t  t he  mat te r  d i e ;  o r  
(2)  t ake  it t o  h igher  headquarters (pg. 232) . P r i o r  t o  
going above d iv ih ion  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  next  l o g i c a l  s t e p  was 
t o  t ake  it t o  KOSTER even though he f e l t  t h a t  KOSTER knew 
about it from YOUNG'S d i r e c t i v e  t o  HENDERSON a t  t h e  
meeting on t h e  18 th  (pg. 232).  However, WATKE never discussed 
t h e  mat te r  wi th  KOSTER (pg. 239).  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
he  d i d  no t  have the  nerve t o  t ake  it any h igher  (pg. 232). 
He thought about g e t t i n g  h i s  men toge ther  t o  document h i s  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a coverup, bu t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he never 
had enough "hea r t "  t o  do it (pg. 235). 

4 .  OTHER mFORMATION. 

a .  Discussion with  HOLLADAY concerning t h e  2 4  March 
document "The Safeguarding of Noncombatants". 

J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  time WATKE was wounded HOLLADAY 
mentioned a l e t t e r  dea l ing  with t he  t reatment  of  c i v i l i a n s  
which t h e  wi tness  i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  2 4  March document 
e n t i t l e d  "The Safeguarding of  Noncombatants" dpg. 234) . 
He never saw t h e  document (pg. 233) . A t  t h e  time of  t h i s  
d i scuss ion  he "knew" t h a t  nothing was t o  come of t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 233).  HOLLADAY s a i d ,  "At l e a s t  y o u ' l l  
have t h a t  much s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  t he  l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  
on t h e  t reatment  of c i v i l i a n s "  (pg. 233).  

b. P i l o t ' s  r e p o r t s .  

H e  had h i s  people render  in-house a f t e r  ac t ion  
r e p o r t s  in tended t o  be used educa t iona l ly  a s  l essons  
lea rned  (pg. 242). I t  was WATKE's i n t e n t  t h a t  t he se  r e p o r t s  
would l a t e r  become a p a r t  of t he  u n i t  h i s t o r y  (pg. 2 4 2 ) .  
He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  made o u t  by S p e c i a l i s t  
KUBERT whihh l i s t e d  100 t o  150 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  My Lai 
(pg. 242). He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a complaint made by M r .  LLOYD 
on 16 March a s  p a r t  of  LLOYD'S mission r e p o r t  (pgs. 217, 
218).  He remembered one r e p o r t  concerning genera l  
observances made a t  My Lai which he forwarded (pg. 218).  
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c .  Discus.sion o f  o p e r a t i o n a l  t a c t i c s .  

There were f r e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  among t h e  persons  
i n  WATKE'S command concerning o p e r a t i o n a l  t a c t i c s  ' (pg .196) .  
He never  had such d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  members o f  t h e  174th 
(pg. 1 9 6 ) .  When he  was n o t  f l y i n g  on an o p e r a t i o n  he would 

keep t r a c k  o f  it by having t h e  upper gunship keep him 
informed (pg. 1 9 7 ) .  

d .  Discuss ion  w i t h  persons  -invo lved  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t  
s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  WATKE was b e f o r e  t h e  Inqu i ry .  

S i n c e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  he was b e f o r e  t h e  I n q u i r y ,  
t h e  w i t n e s s  had spoken w i t h  LLOYD, HOLLADAY, and GIBSON 
(pg. 184) .- The My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  was n o t  d i s c u s s e d  (pg.l .84).  
Be was never  t o l d  by anyone what t o  say  b e f o r e  t h e  i n q u i r y  
(pg* 184) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0905 hours ,  8 
December 19 69. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL 
WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Major F r e d e r i c  W .  WATKE. 

'(MAJ F reder i c  William John WATKE, U . S .  Army, 
, Headquarters,  Department of t h e  Army, DCSOPS, 

Washington, D.C. ,  was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

10: Before we proceed wi th  any ques t ions ,  I s h a l l  
inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre tary  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and making 
recommendations f o r  two th ings :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  t h e  
chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968; and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  
My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  and I might say t h a t  
t h i s  inc ludes  your previous s ta tements .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  A 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared,  and a t a p e . r e c o r d i n g  i s  
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be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  t aken  by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony o r  p a r t s  
of it may l a t e r  become a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge. There 
are s e v e r a l  people  i n  t h i s  room who may ask you some q u e s t i o n s .  
These i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  my a s s i s t a n t s ,  and they  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  
t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  i n  my b e h a l f .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
people  and M r .  WEST, from Department of t h e  Army, w e  have 
w i t h  us M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  WALSH who are h e r e  a s  l e g a l  
counse l s ,  and they  t o o  may ask  you q u e s t i o n s  from t ime t o  t i m e .  
I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  ev idence  and making 
t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  o r  a s  you may be  r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a 
competent j u d i c i a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you 
a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case o f  
Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey ,  your  appearance h e r e  i n  no way 
changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  of t h e  o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  of m e  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  No, sir. 

10: Colonel  MILLER do you have any? 

(COL MILLER responds n e g a t i v e l y  .) 

Major WATKE, would you g i v e  your  du ty  ass ignment  
as of 1 6  March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I w a s  t h e  company commander of Company 
B ,  o r  t h e  aero-scout  company, as it was known i n  Vietnam, 
p a r t  of t h e  123d Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion ,  
USARV . 
Q By what name d i d  t h e  aero-scouts  go i n  t h i s  
ope ra t ion?  What were t hey  c a l l e d ?  
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A. The i r  c a l l  s i g n  was Warlord. 

Warlord? 


Y e s .  


Q- Would you b r i e f l y  exp la in  t h e  number of t h e  
b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. 123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n .  


Q- Was it t h e  organic  b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  America1 

Division? 

A. Y e s  s ir ,  it was organized i n  country and had an 
A Company and a B Company. B Company w a s  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  
organized as a  mini-air-cavalry t roop  and had t h e  b a s i c  
organiza t ion  of t h e  a i r  caval ry  t roop.  However, it had a few 
a i r c r a f t  l e s s  i n  each of t h e  subordina te  o rgan iza t ions .  

Q* What d i d  you have i n  terms of ground t roops?  

A. T h i r t y  infantrymen--three squads of 10 men each. 

Q- A l i g h t  i n f a n t r y  p la toon then? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q- Did you a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  on t h e  14th  o r  15th  
of March, 1968, f o r  t h e  opera t ion  t o  be conducted on the  16th  
i n  the  Song My a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. A t  LZ D o t t i e  I a t tended one, I b e l i e v e  
on t h e  15th  of March. I was aware of it p r i o r  t o  then ,  
u n o f f i c i a l l y  t a l k i n g  w i t h  b a t t a l i o n  personnel ,  because t h e  u n i t  
was based normally during t h e  day a t  LZ Dot t i e  and I was 
f r equen t ly  a t  t h e  TOC, TF Barker. I knew it w a s  coming, b u t  
I d id  o f f i c i a l l y  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

How many aero-scout f l i g h t s  o r  teams d i d  you have? 

A. T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  I had four .  However, because of 
the  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  the  most I ever  had on t h e  f i e l d  a t  any one 
t i m e  was t h r e e  and normally two. 

Q. With r e s p e c t ,  t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March, who was 
p resen t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  desc r ibe  
the  b r i e f i n g  i n  genera l  terms and then we can ask some more 
ques t ions .  
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A. There was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  
ba t t a l i on - -14 th  Av ia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  I b e l i e v e ,  o r  perhaps  
even two o u t  of t h e  174th who was s t a t i o n e d  a t  Duc Pho. 
They were t o  conduct  t h e  l i f t s .  

Q. W a s  Major GIBSON p r e s e n t ?  

A. . F o r  names I a b s o l u t e l y  c a n ' t  remember. There 
was an a r t i l l e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  who t h a t  was? Was he  a c a p t a i n  
o r  w a s  he a l i e u t e n a n t ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  he  w a s  reasonably  t a l l ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember. I t h i n k  he was a b a t t e r y  commander, b u t  I c a n ' t  
swear t o  it. Colonel  BARKER was t h e r e .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  people  from w i t h i n  t h e  TOC--the S2 s e r g e a n t ,  he  was 
t h e r e .  There w a s  a ground r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  i n  f a c t  t h e r e  
was s e v e r a l ,  b u t  once aga in  I cannot  r e c a l l .  A s  I recal l  
t h e r e  was one u n i t  commander who w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  H i s  u n i t  
w a s  s t i l l  c l o s i n g  and I d o n ' t  know i f  it was i n  Up t igh t  o r  
whether he  was c l o s i n g  i n t o  D o t t i e .  The u n i t  t h a t  had 
been i n  Up t igh t  w a s  about t o  move over  t h e  ground t o  a 
b lock ing  p o s i t i o n .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  who was n o t  p r e s e n t .  The b r i e f i n g  was conducted--
a r a t h e r  thorough b r i e f i n g - -

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you say  from Upt igh t ,  would 
t h a t  have been A/3/1? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Which w a s  n o r t h  of  t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  
a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was up i n  t h a t  a r e a  i n  g reen  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  w a l l  map) . I was t h e r e  of course .  
I j u s t  don1t r e c a l l  anybody e l s e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  i s sued?  

A. Y e s  s i r ,  they r a n  through--they gave a b r i e f  
.rundown on t h e  p a s t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h e n  they  
went r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  procedures  which would be fol lowed i n  
t h e  a i r l i f t :  t h e  LZ I s ,  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  b a s i c  scheme o f  
maneuver. They had a n t i c i p a t e d  q u i t e  an o p e r a t i o n  
because of  p a s t  expe r i ence  i n  t h e  a r e a .  Colonel  BARKER 
s e v e r a l  t imes had mentioned t o  m e  t h e  forthcoming opera-
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tion--was looking forward t o  it and was hoping t o  g e t  more 
people down i n  t h e r e  than he had i n  t h e  p a s t  because the  
two previous con tac t s  were heavy and a s  they broke they 
never r e a l l y  reached t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e .  T h i s  time they 
were hoping t o  s u r p r i s e  them and hoping t h a t  they  were 
going t o  move i n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  object ive-- they hoped by 
the  element of su rp r i se - - to  g e t  i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  They 
were hopeful  t h a t  they had good i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q- Did you hear  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  which 
was given a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. What was t h e  information given concerning the  
v i l l a g e  and what they could expect  when they a r r i v e d  i n  
the  v i l l a g e  t h e  fol lowing morning? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  c e n t e r  of i n t e r e s t  r e a l l y  
was My Lai  (1). This i s  where they thought t h e  headquarters  
i t s e l f  was l o c a t e d ,  bu t  a l l  of  t h e  surrounding a r e a  was 
h o s t i l e .  My Lai ( 4 )  was as  f a r  a s  they  had eve r  advanced 
before i n t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a rea .  The c o n t a c t  had always been 
broken and they expected t h e  a r e a  could be h o t  a l l  t h e  
way i n ,  b u t  they  were going i n  c l o s e  enough t h i s  time. 
They were hoping they could advance-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Would you p o i n t  o u t  t o  me t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My Lai  (1), p lease  ( s t and ing  by Exh ib i t  MAP-1) . 
A. Yes, s i r ,  it i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  here .  

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  My Lai  ( 4 )  i t s e l f ,  what was 
t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  of what they could expect  t o  f i n d  the re?  

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  they r e a l l y  expected t o  f i n d  
anything o t h e r  than  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  enemy may 
be t h e r e  and they would have con tac t  almost from t h e  time 
they g o t  ou t  of t h e  a i r p l a n e s .  

Q. Did they i n d i c a t e  about what s t r e n g t h  they 
might encounter  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s t r e n g t h ,  s i r .  They 
expected t o  have a  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  day, b u t  how much of t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  would be a t  t h e  landing  zone--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s ir .  
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Q - I n  your  judgment t h e n ,  r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  w e ' r e  
a sk ing  you t o  r e c a l l  something t h a t  took p l a c e  over  a  y e a r  
and a h a l f  ago,  cou ld  t h i s  have been i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean 
t h a t  when they  landed they  were immediately going t o  
encounte r  b a t t a l i o n  headqua r t e r s  and major e lements  of 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  it could have.  I i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  it 
was p o s s i b l e .  Within t h a t  a r e a  anywhere t hey  could  encounte r  
t h e  f o r c e .  They had waged b a t t l e s  i n  t h a t  same a r e a  b e f o r e .  

Q What was t h e  i n fo rma t ion  given o u t  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  
about  c i v i l i a n  noncombatants i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  t hey  s p e c i a l l y  mentioned 
what t o  do w i t h  them. I t  was always s t a n d a r d  procedure ,  
t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of c i v i l i a n s - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was anyth ing  s a i d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  gone t o  market  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
was i n i t i a t e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s o ,  s ir .  I know t h e y  wanted 
t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c o n t r o l  t h e  flow of personnel- - take 
a cursory  look a t  t h e  personne l  as they  were f lowing  o u t  
of  t h e  a r e a ,  because they  thought  t h e  enemy would a t t empt  t o  
e x f i l t r a t e  a long  w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Do you know what arrangements were made i n  
c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  flow o r  t h e  s c r e e n i n g  of such personne l?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I had t h e  miss ion  of s c r e e n i n g  t o  t h e  
sou th  which i s  t h e  a r e a  t hey  had thought  t h e  people  would 
most l i k e l y  e x i t  from. There were s w i f t  b o a t s  t h a t  w e r e  
o u t  i n  t h e  s e a  i t s e l f  which were looking  f o r  p o s s i b l e  
e x f i l t r a t i o n  from n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t  of My La i  ( l ) ,a s  t h e  
pen insu la  moves up t o  q u i t e  a flow t h a t  would c r o s s  on to  the 
Batangan Pen insu la  i c s e l f .  They were s p e c i f i c a l l y  looking  
a t  t h a t  area--blocking p o s i t i o n s  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
t o  p r e v e n t  them from coming a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  and of  course  
t h e  t r o o p s  were l and ing  i n  t h e  e a s t .  I n  e f f e c t ,  w e  would 
have a loose  cordon a t  l e a s t .  
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Q. Aside from your screening  of t h e  a r e a ,  were 
any arrangements made by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  by 
~ / 1 / 2 0 ,  t o  sc reen  t h e  noncombatants t h a t  may be f l e e i n g  
t h e  a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  be ing  d iscussed  a t  t h e  
meeting, sir.  

Q- How f a r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  was t h e  LZ planned
t o  be loca ted?  

A. About 300 meters I would say ,  sir.  I t  was 
r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e ,  sir,  because t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of t r e e  
l i n e s  i n  t h e  whole a rea .  An a rea  t h a t  would accommodate 
up t o  10 h e l i c o p t e r s  was r a t h e r  spa r se .  They wanted t o  
g e t  i n  near  t h e  v i l l a g e  r i g h t  away and as  I r e c a l l  
they landed r a t h e r  c lose .  They landed t h e s e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
t o  g e t  some cover themselves. 

-
10: May I have one of t h e  a e r i a l  photos p lease?  

(Recorder hands I0 Exh ib i t  P-1. MAJ WATKE 
l a t e r  annota tes  t h e  photo,  which, a s  annotated,  i s  then  
admitted a s  P-1C.)  

Q. Major WATKE, I have he re  an a e r i a l  photo of 
t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  a rea .  Do you recognize t h i s  a s  t h e  a r e a  
of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  This  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h i s  i s  My 
Lai  (5)  south  of Road 521 ( i n d i c a t i n g  on t h e  photo t o  
MAJ WATKE) . 
A .  They 'landed on t h e  west s i d e ,  s ir ,  and whether 
they landed up i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  I c a n ' t  be su re .  
They came i n t o  t h i s  a rea  r i g h t  i n  here .  They may have 
been f u r t h e r  a long t h i s  way. 

MR WEST: L e t  t h e  record s t a t e  t h a t  he poin ted  t o  an 
a rea  immediately w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

I0: Do you r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  concerning t h e  
t iming, t h e  s i z e ,  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. The prep was going i n  and around t h e  LZ i t s e l f .  
Some of it was going i n  t o  somewhat t r y  t o  o f f s e t  any mines 
t h a t  would be i n  t h e  LZ i t s e l f ,  and around t h e  per iphery  a s  
a minimum t o  p u t  t h e  people down i n t o  t h e i r  h o l e s ,  i f  they 
were t h e r e ,  and of course t o  k i l l  them a s  we l l .  T h a t ' s  t h e  
Primary purpose. 
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Q Was t h e r e  any s t a t e m e n t  made a t  t h a t  t i m e  
concerning p l a c i n g  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep  on My La i  ( 4 )  
o r  p a r t s  of i t ?  

.. 
A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  I t  was n o t  des igned  
t o  h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  had t o  be 
h i t ,  sir. There was no s p e c i a l  emphasis p l aced  on t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  they were doing it. I t  was a t a c t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y .  I 
j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  anyth ing  unusual  of it a t  t h e  t i m e .  From 
p a s t  exper ience  I would have done t h e  same t h i n g .  I 
d e f i n i t e l y  would n o t  a l low my a i r c r a f t  t o  go i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  w i thou t  some p r o t e c t i o n .  

Q. Did you h e a r  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning t h e  
burn ing  of t h e  hootches  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  bunkers ,  
k i l l i n g  t h e  l i v e s t o c k ,  and s o  on i n  My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t .  The bunkers a r e  normally 
always des t royed  a s  t ime pe rmi t s  a s  t hey  go th rough ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  was addressed  i n  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  o r  maiming t h e  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  e l s e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  on 
t h e  a f t e rnoon  o r  t h e  evening o f  t h e  1 5 t h  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I thought  it was a r o u t i n e - - i t  w a s  a 
r o u t i n e  day f o r  me as I r e c a l l - - t h e  b r i e f i n g  w a s  r o u t i n e .  
I t  was a r o u t i n e  b r i e f i n g .  I d i d n ' t  walk away wi th  any 
s p e c i a l  t h i n g  on my mind. 

Q How w a s  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  organized?  Was it q u i t e
sys t ema t i c?  

A .  I t  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  S2 and proceeded w i t h  
t h e  S 3  and t h e n  t h e  co lone l .  The most s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  
I r e c a l l  from t h e  whole t h i n g  was t h e  r e a l  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
t h a t  t hey  were r e a l l y  going t o  have a body of  enemy o u t  
t h e r e .  They were g u s t  convinced t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a b a t -
t a l i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and they  were going t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  
b e f o r e  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  e x t r i c a t e d  i t s e l f .  

Q Does anybody a t  t h i s  t i m e  have any q u e s t i o n s
of Major WATKE on j u s t  t h i s  evening? 
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COL FRANKLIN: S i r ,  we have been querying on t h e  concept 
of t h e  opera t ion ,  of s p e c i f i c  o rde r s  given a t  t h e  meeting. 
DO you t h i n k  it might be good f o r  Major WATKE t o  be a l i t t l e  
more s p e c i f i c  on t h e  o rde r s  on t h e  concept of t h e  opera t ion?  

I0: Yes, I th ink  it might be h e l p f u l .  To t h e  b e s t  
of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  by using t h e  l a r g e  map t o  your r e a r ,  
Major WATKE, could you o u t l i n e  t h e  i n i t i a l  phase of'  t h e  
opera t ion  t h a t  was given during t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. A/3/1 was moving ou t  of LZ Uptight ,  
s t a r t i n g  o u t  i n  e i t h e r  dark o r  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  and they were 
moving t o  t h e  nor th  t o  s e t  themselves i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n  
j u s t  nor th  of t h e  Song Diem Diem River ,  down c l o s e  t o  
the  r i v e r  a s  I r e c a l l .  On t h e  reconnaissance they poin ted  
out ,  they i n i t i a l l y  were in tend ing  t o  go t o  the  high ground, 
bu t  because of some bushes they j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  observat ion  
t h a t  they des i red .  So they  moved r i g h t '  down on to  t h e  
r iverbed i t s e l f .  This way they would a l s o  be i n  posi-  
t i o n  t o  ga the r  t h e  people i f  they came across  t h e  r i v e r ,  
organize them, i n t e r r o g a t e  them, and move t h e  suspec t s  o u t  
f o r  f u r t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  A s  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  had 
been planned, C/1/20 was t o  go t o  an LZ j u s t  west of LZ 
Dottie--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  LZ Dot t i e .  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  i n t o  t h e  LZ Number 1 which i s  
t h i s  number he re .  They would be e s c o r t e d  by gunships coming 
from the  same u n i t  t h a t  t h e  preponderance of t h e  l i f t  sh ips  
had come from, t h e  174th a t  Duc Pho. Following t h e  r e s u l t  
of t h i s  landing  t h e  people who d i d  g e t  i n  were n o t  
requi red  t o  be r e i n f  orced-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  on ly  asking  about t h e  o rde r s  
t h i s  time. 

A. C/1/20 was landing i n  here  and B Company was 
landing i n  here .  B/4/3 was landing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  over  
here.  I t  was r a t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an a r e a  where 
they d r i e d  s a l t .  I t  looked s i m i l a r  t o  a r i c e  paddy 
and they b r i n g  i n  t h e  s e a  water .  They a c t u a l l y  l e t  it 
evaporate ,  then  they  break it up i n t o  s a l t .  A f t e r  it i s  
d r i e d  they use it f o r  c a t t l e  and personnel .  This was 
the  concept of the--
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I0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What was C h a r l i e  t o  do a f t e r  
t hey  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  LZ? 

A. Once it was t h e r e  it w a s  t o  r eo rgan ize  i t s e l f  
and proceed towards My L a i  (1). 

10: I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e .  

(The w i t n e s s  resumed s e a t  a t  t h e  conference  
t a b l e .  ) 

A t  one p o i n t  you mentioned t h a t  Alpha Company 
was moving t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  r e c o r d  s t a t e s  t h a t  
it was moving t o  t h e  sou th .  L e t  t h e  r eco rd  s t a t e  t h a t  
A/3/1 was moving t o  t h e  s o u t h  from Upt igh t .  Now t h e n ,  
I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  you t o  t h e  fo l lowing  morning and have 
you r ecoun t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of your  u n i t  t h e  fo l lowing  
morning. 

A. Yes, s i r .  W e  r e c e i v e d  ou r  normal b r i e f i n g  back 
a t  Chu L a i  which w a s  my permanent base  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  
depa r t ed  from t h e r e  somewhere i n  t h e  t i m e  frame s a y  of  6 
o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning and proceeded t o  LZ D o t t i e  which is  
o u r  forward base  of  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q.  You d i d  land?  

A. We moved down and r e f u e l e d ,  s i r ,  and from t h e r e  
w e  moved o u t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  area. Our miss ion  was t o  
screen--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How many teams d i d  you employ on 
your  s c r e e n i n g  i n i t i a l l y ?  

A. One t e a m ,  s i r ,  one LOH-23 h e l i c o p t e r  and two 
gunships .  

Q Which teams? Can you g i v e  t h e  name of t h e  p i l o t
f l y i n g  t h e  LOH and t h e  gunships  which suppor ted  him? 

A. S i r ,  I was i n  t h e  low gunship and I b e l i e v e  
M r .  BAKER was i n  t h e  h igh  gunship.  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  of  
t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  he  was. To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, 
M r .  THOMPSON w a s  i n  a low s h i p .  F u r t h e r  on t h a t ,  I t h i n k  
t h a t  on t h a t  morning, i n i t i a l l y ,  we only had t h e  one LOH. 
W e  had two programed t o  go down, b u t  t h e  p i l o t  went o u t  
and found a d e f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and it was e s t i m a t e d  
t o  come down about  2 hours  l a t e r .  We went on down and 
r e f u e l e d  and as I r e c a l l  we d i d n ' t  dven w a i t  any 
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longer.  We confirmed t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was s t i l l  s e t  with 
no delays and we proceeded ou t  t o  t h e  south and we were 
the  f i r s t  u n i t  i n t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  We commenced t o  
screen ,  b u t  we d i d  s t a y  south  on t h e  road which genera l ly  
ran from t h e  southwest t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  I t  runs j u s t  t o  
t h e  south of My Lai  ( 4 )  i n t o  My Lai  (1). The purpose was 
the  a r t i l l e ry - -we  stayed--I  would say a comfortable d i s t a n c e  
t o  t h e  south  u n t i l  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  went i n  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  it 
was put  i n  where it was intended.  Then we c losed  it up a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q Were you on s t a t i o n  i n  t i m e  t o  s e e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep s t a r t e d  and completed? 

A. Yes, sir. 

a .  Did t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep go i n t o  t h e  LZ a r e a  o r  in-
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Well, it went on both ,  sir.  

Q How l a r g e  a prep would you t h i n k  it was i n  terms 
of numbers of rounds,  time--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, I know it came from s i x  
tubes ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q . How do you know it came from s i x  tubes? 

A. Well, t h e r e  were s i x  tubes  up on t h e  LZ and 
unless  one of t h e  tubes was down--the e n t i r e  b a t t e r y  was 
f i r i n g  i n  p repara t ion .  When I say I know--I presumed s i x  
tubes were f i r i n g - - a l l  of them were opera t iona l - -a l l  of 
them were f i r i n g  t h e  p repara t ion .  

Q. How long d i d  t h e  p repara to ry  f i r i n g  l a s t ,  
approximately? 

I would say perhaps up t o  5 minutes. 

Q. And what time d id  t h e  f i r s t  a s s a u l t  u n i t s  touch 
down? 

A. Once again,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I t  was we l l  
a f t e r  day l igh t .  I r e c a l l  somewhere between 7:00 and 7:30 
i n  t h e  morning. 
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Q. Would you e x p l a i n  your a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h e  
subsequent  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  a s s a u l t  p e r i o d ,  a f t e r  
t h e  u n i t s  reached t h e  a r e a ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  gunships  had e s c o r t e d  t h e  t r o o p  
h e l i c o p t e r s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and observed some people--VC moving 
o u t  towards t h e  road from t h e  a r e a  between My La i  ( 4 )  
( s t a n d i n g  by t h e  w a l l  map) . Somewhere i n  t h i s  a r e a  r i g h t  
i n  through h e r e ,  t hey  saw s e v e r a l  people  moving down 
toward t h e  road.  They s a i d  t hey  had i d e n t i f i e d  them w i t h  
weapons, and they  broke o f f  a s  they  were e s c o r t i n g  
t h e  t r o o p  c a r r i e r s  back o u t  of  t h e  LZ. They broke o f f ,  
went i n ,  and engaged those  two. They r e p o r t e d  they  had 
two people  t hey  had k i l l e d .  They were r i g h t  by t h e  road--
one I r e c a l l  was r i g h t  on t h e  road- -ne i ther  one had a 
weapon on him, b u t  t h e y  po in t ed  o u t  where t h e  weapons 
were i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  bod ie s .  They r e l a y e d  through 
somebody on t h e  ground where t o  p ick  t h e s e  up and make 
s u r e  they  d o n ' t  bypass  them s i n c e  they  w e r e n ' t  w i t h  t h e  
bod ie s .  Then they  l e f t  t h e i r  s t a t i o n s  and w e  proceeded 
t o  c l o s e  it i n  somewhat more and w e  con t inued  t o  s c r e e n ,  
b a s i c a l l y  u s ing  t h e  road  as o u r  guide.  There was a 
cons ide rab le  number o f  people  who were moving o u t  of  
t h e  whole g e n e r a l  a r e a .  They were moving p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  
t h e  southwest  towards Quang Ngai and w e  w e r e  looking  a t  
t h o s e  d e p a r t i n g .  

Q Would you i n d i c a t e  f o r  t h e  sake  of t h e  
r e c o r d  down t h e  road? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t hey  were moving t o  t h e  sou thwes t  on 
Highway 521. There were a l s o  a number moving t o  t h e  sou th ,  
b u t  it was n o t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number. L a t e r  on i n  t h e  
morning t h e r e  were a f a i r  number of people  who w e r e  
moving o u t  of t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of My L a i  (1) on up i n t o  
t h i s  a r e a ,  because we l e f t  t h i s  a r e a  between t h e  t w o  l i f t s  
t h a t  were coming i n  and we went up and took a look i n  
h e r e ,  because we v i s u a l l y  could  s e e  t h i s  a r e a  from t h e  a i r ,  
immediately n o r t h  of My Lai  (1) i n  t h e  a r e a  of 7480. 

COL MILLER: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  a l s o  show t h e  s i t e  t h a t  he 
f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  was immediately sou th  of My La i  ( 4 )  . 
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10: Major WATKE, some previous testimony has 
ind ica ted  a s i t u a t i o n  qu;te s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  which you have 
been d i scuss ing  about two i n d i v i d u a l s  with weapons and a l s o  
some a c t i o n s  t o  g e t  people over  t o  pick up t h e  weapons. However, 
whereas you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they were south of t h e  v i l l a g e  
and on t h e  road o r  near  t h e  road,  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  were 
t h a t  these  i n d i v i d u a l s  were n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
approximately 300 o r  400 meters n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A. S i r ,  I d i d n ' t  phys ica l ly  s e e  t h e  bodies .  A s  I 
r e c a l l  t he  road was a p o i n t  of r e fe rence  and I s t i l l  under-
s tand t h a t  it was down--it was always my understanding t h a t  
it was down on t h i s  road. We a lso- -pr ior  t o  t h e  l i f t  going 
i n ,  t h e  low s h i p  picked up one person t h a t  was running wi th  
a weapon and we attempted t o  t ake  c a r e  of him. We c u t  o f f  
our f i r i n g  a t  him because he moved i n t o  t h e  bushes a t  t h e  
very base of H i l l  85. Whether we go t  him I d o n ' t  know. 
W e  could never confirm it .  M r .  THOMPSOiY a t tempted t o  
engage him and I picked up t h e  f i r e  from him. I v i s u a l l y  
saw him. We c o u l d n ' t  confirm he was down and dead. 

Q. Did you have any o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  about t h i s  
time frame wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  H i l l  85 i t s e l f ?  

A. I conducted s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  on H i l l  85, 
bu t  t h i s  was some days p r i o r  t o  t h i s  opera t ion .  We had 
found some Chicom mortar rounds concealed up i n  t h e  bunkers 
and upon observing we put  i n  t h e  t roops  and we destroyed 
the  mortar rounds. This had nothing t o  do wi th  t h i s  
operat ion.  

Q. About what time would you say t h i s  a c t i o n  took 
p lace  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  one i n d i v i d u a l  Warrant Of f i ce r  
THOMPSON had picked up running and going i n t o  t h e  t r e e  
l i n e ?  You i n d i c a t e d  your o t h e r  guns worked t h a t  a r e a  over.  

A. S i r ,  it happened p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  
as  I r e c a l l .  A t  t h e  time I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p lace  t h e  whole day 
as t o  7:30 o r  8 o 'c lock  type of time frame. 

Q- May I ask why he was coming o u t  of t h i s  a r e a  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion?  
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A. Because of  o u r  p re sence ,  s ir .  I f  w e  c a t c h  
them when they a r e  moving, t hen  they  w i l l  move t o  a more 
s e c u r e  a r e a .  That  w a s  t h e  on ly  reason why anybody moved 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  The preponderance of t h e  people  
t h a t  were moving on t h e  road  moved as a r e s u l t  of  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n .  

Q Do you know t h e  r o u t e s  which were fol lowed by 
t h e  a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t  and i t s  e s c o r t i n g  gunships  from 
LZ D o t t i e  t o  t h e  LZ? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l  they  b a s i c a l l y  came i n  from t h e  
west--whether it was west-northwest--as a r e s u l t  of t h i s  
a r t i l l e r y  coming o u t  of t h i s  h i l l ,  t hey  came i n  an area 
such a s  t h i s  i n t o  t h e  l and ing .  W e  would have on ly  a l t e r e d  
t h a t  t o  t a k e  advantage of  t h e  wind which I r e c a l l  was n o t  
o v e r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  because of t h e  l o c a t i o n  so 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  sea. 

Q Some of t h e  p rev ious  tes t imony i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  l i f t s h i p s  depa r t ed  LZ D o t t i e  i n  a sou thwes t  d i r e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f ,  on one hand,  decep t ion ,  t o  swing 
around g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Quang Ngai C i t y  and t h e  
Song Tra Khuc River and coming i n  from t h e  sou th  s o  t h a t  
t he ,  enemy would be mis l ed  as t o  t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t ,  and,  second,  
w i t h  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  t ime e x a c t l y  a t  t h e  given t ime i n  t h e  
o r d e r ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  enemy would n o t  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
escape  from t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  decep t ion  of t h e  l i f t s h i p s ,  s ir .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we had any problems i n  t r y i n g  t o  o r i e n t  
o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  incoming a i r c r a f t .  That  would have 
been a problem t o  us i n  o u r  s ea rch .  We were reconning 
down through t h i s  a r e a .  I f  t hey  were coming i n  from t h e  
sou th  t h e n  t h i s  would p r e s e n t  a problem t o  my people  t o  t r y  
t o  o r i e n t  themselves .  I t h i n k  they  s t a y e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  road  and t h i s  would have been t h e  p r a c t i c a l  t h i n g  t o  do. 
Now whether t hey  came i n  from t h e  west-southwest  t h a t  would 
be--I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a c o n f l i c t  of a i r s p a c e  wi th  the--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  i s  n o t  s o  much of  a c o n f l i c t  
of a i r s p a c e  t h a t  I am concerned about .  I a m  concerned about  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  had,  a t  l e a s t  men ta l ly ,  a decep t ion  p l a n  
of  some form s o  a s  n o t  t o  g i v e  p r i o r  warning t o  t h e  enemy 
on where t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and y e t  your 
ae ro-scouts  w e r e  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  a i r  b e f o r e  t h e  opera t ion- -
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  we a r r i v e d  i n  the  a r e a  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  p repara t ion  f i r e .  

Q- Was t h i s  normal procedure? 

A. We t r i e d ,  we always t r i e d  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e  t o  
coincide with it. We wanted t o  be t h e r e  t o  s e e  who was 
going t o  move. I t ' s  never very long f o r  t h e  people t o  h i d e  
t h e i r  weapons and move out  wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Your presence with your aero-scout teams, would 
t h i s  have given away t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  th ink  s o ,  sir.  We opera ted  from LZ 
~ o t t i e  f o r  over 30 days. We were averaging every o t h e r  
day, i n  t h i s  whole a r e a  from t h e  Batangan Peninsula  down. 
We had on s e v e r a l  occasions permission f rom. the  advisor  
t o  move down i n  here.  We have been i n  t h i s  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  
t h a t  and I d o n ' t  t h ink  our s h i p s  would be g iv ing  away 
anything. We \?ere  probably as r o u t i n e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a s  any 
number of VC u n i t s  t h a t  might be moving through t h e  a rea .  

Q- I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  th ink  a  minute, whether 
t h i s  was be fo re  t h e  opera t ion  o r  a f t e r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  
t h i s  one ind iv idua l  who w a s  running. 

A. I t  could have been a f t e r  t h e  screening  down 
the re .  I d i d n ' t  t r e a t  it a s  r e a l l y  anything s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q- Continue your a c t i v i t y  with the  aero-scout teams. 

A. W e  s t ayed  t o  t h e  south .  We never d i d  go up over 
the  t roops  i n i t i a l l y  because t h e  dec i s ion  was made s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t ,  when t h e  LZ was n o t  h o t ,  and t h e  t roops  
were a b l e  t o  reorganize  and handle themselves. The dec i s ion  
was made t o  go wi th  t h e  second l i f t  a s  planned i n t o  t h e  
second LZ. A s  such we had t o  extend ourse lves  r e a l l y  t o  
the  south t o  make room f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t o  come i n .  While 
doing t h a t  I went ahead and made one run up i n t o  here  
because I pe r sona l ly  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was as  bad an area--a 
route  f o r  t h e  enemy t o  g e t  ou t  of t o  t h e  south .  We d i d  
run around up i n  here  and took a look a t  t h i s  area--looked 
over a few people who were moving ou t  i n  t h e  sampans t h a t  
were coming a c r o s s ,  and then we moved back south again and 
s tayed south f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t  landing  i n  t h e  second LZ. 
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Q What t i m e  d i d  you a r r i v e  back i n  t h e  a r e a  of My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. S i r ,  I never d i d  go back i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  I went 
o f f  s t a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t .  Our f u e l  was running low 
and I pu l l ed  o f f  s t a t i o n  and I repor ted  t h a t  I f e l t  t h a t  con-
t i n u a t i o n  of our  mission down h e r e  was r a t h e r  f u t i l e .  S ince  
t h e r e  were no guns--they had been released--I  recommended t h a t  
our  u n i t  go up and s t a r t  screening  and reconning f o r  t h e  
t roops  themselves who were moving on t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  This w a s  
bought and we went back and refueled--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did your e n t i r e  f l i g h t  of t h r e e  
r e t u r n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  two gunships replaced our  two. The 
gunships run about 1 hour and 20 minutes on f u e l  and 
t h e  LOH runs b e t t e r  than  2 hours.  We pu l l ed  two gunships 
o u t  t o  jo in  t h e  LOH t h a t  was a l ready i n  the  a r e a ,  and we 
b r i e f e d  them a s  t o  t h e  new mission,  and then I proceeded back 
t o  LZ Dot t i e  t o  r e f u e l .  

Q Did t h e  LOH a t  t h a t  t ime r e t u r n  with you t o  LZ 
Dott ie?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  This  
i s  n o t  abso lu te ly  c l e a r  i n  my mind. We a r e  not--well,  n o t  
r o u t i n e l y ,  bu t  when t h e  s i t u a t i o n  presented i t s e l f ,  when we 
only had one LOH--we p u l l  t h e  guns out  and leave  them u n t i l  he  
had t o  r e f u e l ,  and both t h e  two p a i r  would come home toge the r .  
A s  I r e c a l l  t h i s  i s  what happened t h i s  morning, we l e f t  t h e  
LOH t h e r e ,  and he j u s t  pu l l ed  up while  we b r i e f e d  and then  
he would go back down low on t h e  ground and cont inue with 
t h e  o t h e r  two new guns. This was an easy b r i e f i n g  because 
it was a new mission. We j u s t  had t o  r e o r i e n t  and make s u r e  
they had t h e  frequency t o  con tac t  the  t roops.  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  were you the  p i l o t  i n  your a i r -
c r a f t  t h a t  morning? 

A. I was on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e ,  so ,  s i r ,  I was i n  
f a c t  the  c o p i l o t .  

Q. You were t h e  c o p i l o t .  Who was t h e  p i l o t ?  
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A. The b e s t  as I r e c a l l  it w a s  M r .  BROWN. I am 
n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e  of t h a t ,  sir, b u t  I f lew wi th  t h r e e  o r  
fou r  d i f f e r e n t  gun people.  

0- Who was p i l o t i n g  t h e  o t h e r  gunship? 
t 

A. I b e l i e v e  M r .  BAKER was. 

Q- When you w e r e  f l y i n g ,  which of t h e  gunships 
had t h e  communications wi th  t h e  LOH? 

A. I d i d ,  sir.  The low s h i p  and t h e  h igh  s h i p  would 
have communications wi th  my TOC and normally would have it 
wi th  t h e  ground u n i t s .  W e  had a p e c u l i a r  problem wi th  com-
munications i n  t h a t  t h e  LOH-23's have very l i m i t e d  r a d i o  con-
t r o l .  

Q- When you l e f t  s t a t i o n  t h e  o t h e r  gunships l e f t  
wi th  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. So, you brought i n  two a d d i t i o n a l  guns? Do you 
r e c a l l  t h e  names of t h e  p i l o t s  of  t h e s e  gunships? 

A. I r e c a l l  a M r .  MILLIANS and M r .  POTEETE. I be-
l i e v e  thay had gone t o  f l i g h t  school  toge the r .  M r .  POTEETE 
was wounded and s e n t  home f o r  6 months and was back. H e  
jo ined  my u n i t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  because he and M r .  MILLIANS were 
such c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  

Q. From t h e  t ime you l e f t  s t a t i o n  then  wi th  t h e  gun- 
s h i p s ,  you have no pe r sona l  knowledge of what took p l a c e  i n  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a r e a ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h e  only  t r ansmiss ion  t h a t  I r e c a l l  hear-  
i ng  was, I j u s t  remembered it, and t h a t  was when they g o t  
over t h e  a r e a  they r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  were a number of people  
who w e r e  wounded and perhaps dead from a r t i l l e r y .  I can re-
member t h a t .  That  i s  t h e  only  t r ansmiss ion  t h a t  even comes 
back t o  my memory and I d i d n ' t  p l a c e  a l l  t h a t  much s i g n i f i -  
cance even i n  t h a t .  I t  was j u s t  a r epor t ed  i t e m  and one of  
the  f i r s t  ones t h a t  came o u t  from t h e  s h i p s .  I went 
on and r e fue led .  By t h e  time I f i n i s h e d  r e f u e l i n g  and go t  
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back t o  my TOC t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  messages t h a t  had 
come i n  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  problems between my people and t h e  
advancing ground t roops .  

9- What t ime d i d  M r .  THOMPSON and h i s  LOH r e t u r n  
t o  Dot t i e  t o  r e f u e l  along wi th  t h e  guns? 

A. I t  must have been 2 hours and 15 minutes 
a f t e r  he had i n i t i a l l y  gone on s t a t i o n .  I would say it would 
have been 9 :30 o r  so .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  him a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r ,  when I saw him was when he came up. 

Q J u s t  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. When d i d  you next  s e e  him? 

A. S i r ,  I saw him--he and M r .  MILLIANS and one of 
t h e  e n l i s t e d  men came up t o  me and wanted t o  t a l k  t o  me. 
They were a l l  concerned--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  What time was i t ?  

A. I p lace  it somewhere around 11 o 'c lock  o r  
maybe a l i t t l e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  morning. They had come back 
and f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was ind i sc r imina te  shoot ing  i n  t h e  a rea  
and t h e r e  were people who had been wounded need less ly  ou t  
the re .  They d i d n ' t  t h i n k  it was r i g h t  and they f e l t  com-
p e l l e d  t o  t e l l  somebody, and they d i d n ' t  know who t o  go t o .  
I was t h e i r  commander s o  they came and t o l d  m e .  

Q - Can you t e l l  us s p e c i f i c a l l y  what they  t o l d  you? 

A. S i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t  they were i n  communication--
they had t o l d  t h e  people on t h e  ground t h a t  they had seen 
some people moving ahead of them i n t o  what I thought was 
hootches,  and they were predominently women and ch i ld ren ,  
and t h a t  they were t h e r e  and t h a t  they asked them t o  hold  
back t h e i r  f i r e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and they would sc reen  f o r  them 
and i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  remained s a f e ,  
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and i f  it became h o s t i l e  they were prepared t o  suppor t .  
They would pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  a rea .  And 
the  person on t h e  ground responded t h i s  b a s i c a l l y :  
"Sorry t h a t  they were i r  t h e r e . "  They had t h e i r  job t o  
do and t h i s  was p a r t  of it. They continued t o  shoot  i n  
the a rea  and a t  t h i s  time M r .  THOMPSON landed and t a lked  
t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l  on t h e  ground and t o l d  him t h a t  he 
was going i n t o  t h e  a r e a  up t h e r e  and t h a t  they had b e t t e r  n o t  
shoot him, because i f  they  d i d ,  then t h e  guns would shoot  
back a t  them. This ,  t o  me, was t h e  most d i s t u r b i n g  th ing  
t h a t  occurred. 

Q- He d i d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  then? 

A. This  i s  what I was t o l d  when they came up t o  

me. A p o r t i o n  of t h i s  came over t h e  a i r ,  by t h e  way, bu t  

a t  t h e  time I c o u l d n ' t  p l ace  r e a l l y  what was going on on t h e  ground. 

But I was aware t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  c o n f l i c t  and t h e i r  guns 

were landing.  I knew t h i s  before  they ever  came back t o  me, 

t h a t  he had landed---that a gun landed t o  move some people. 

They went ahead and proceeded t o  evacuate some of  the  

personnel t o  s a f e r  a reas  and they moved one c h i l d  t o  Quang 

Ngai City.  


Q - Was t h i s  a normal procedure, f o r  your guns t o  
land? 

A. No, s ir .  This i s  very abnormal. I would never 
have permi t ted  it. 

Q- Did they i n d i c a t e  how many landings were made 
by t h e  guns? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  one landing  was made. 

Q. How many people d i d  they remove? 

A. I 'm n o t  s u r e ,  s i r ,  b u t  s i x  would be--in my 
es t imat ion  probably s i x .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- What e l s e  d id  M r .  THOMPSON o r  M r .  MILLIANS o r  
whoever was i n  t h e  group t e l l  you a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I th ink  t h a t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  what I was t o l d ,  sir .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  made i n  t h i s  d i scuss ion  
t o  a  d i t c h  which contained a l a r g e  number of bodies? 
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A. No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  he t a lked  t o .  There was no 


. 	 name. This  was always a problem. He i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  in -  
d i v i d u a l  a s  having a d i s t i n c t  marking on h i s  helmet a s  I 
recal l - -had something t o  do e i t h e r  with t h e  word "Cali-
fornian--and t h i s  I re layed i n  my b r i e f i n g  t o  Colonel 
BARKER, because t h e r e  was no nametag on t h i s  ind iv idua l .  
But a s  t o  a l o t  of people i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q =  Did he recount  t o  you o r  anybody about some-

body f i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ?  


A. No, sir. The reason I say t h i s ,  s ir ,  i n  my mind, 
a f t e r  I had t a l k e d  wi th  them, I was l e f t  with t h e  impression 
t h a t  it was j u s t  i n  t h e i r  minds. ~ a y b et h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
shoot ing i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  wasn ' t  c a l l e d  f o r .  That was t h e  
only impression t h a t  I went t o  Colonel BARKER on. Had he 
t o l d  me about a l o t  of people i n  a d i t c h  and shoot ing  a t  
t h a t  t ime, then  t h i s  would have been a completely d i f f e r e n t  
p i c t u r e  i n  my mind. 

Q. Did he  t e l l  you where he picked up t h e  young 

boy o r  t h e  young c h i l d  which he flew o u t  of t h e  a rea?  


A. With t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  on t h e  ground, no, s ir .  
I t  w a s  300 meters o r  s o  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  advancing t roops  
on t h e  ground. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I even asked him t h a t  
i n  t h e  debr ief ing .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  marking of t h e  
t h e  wounded by smoke t o  g e t  medical a s s i s t a n c e ?  Was any 
a d d i t i o n a l  informaticn given t o  you by M r .  MILLIANS o r  o t h e r  
members of t h e  crew? 

A. No, s i r ,  they a l l  basically--Mr. THOMPSON g e n e r a l l y  
spoke f o r  them because he was t h e  most informed. He was t h e  
one who d i d  t h e  t a l k i n g  with t h e  person on t h e  ground. M r .  
M I L L I A N S ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  h i s  only a c t  was t o  go down and a s s i s t  
i n  t h e  moving of t h e  people.  There were more people t h e r e  
than was p o s s i b l e  t o  move wi th  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  He went down--he 
was moved enough t o  go down and a l s o  pick up people.  This was 
a very abnormal and extremely dangerous t h i n g  t o  do with a 
gunship. 

Q. What was your subsequent ac t ion?  
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A. Well, s i r ,  I contemplated t h i s  f o r  a whi l e ,  I 
would say maybe 15 minutes o r  s o ,  wondering what t o  
do about it. I had somewhat mixed emotions on it. I 
personal ly f e l t  a t  t h e  time t h a t  maybe it wasn ' t  a l l  t h a t  
bad. I thought they may be overplaying what they had 
seen. I was debat ing whether I should r e a l l y  go i n  and 
t e l l  t h e  colonel  t h i s  because I wasn ' t  t o o  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  
was anything over ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  about i t ,  and I made the  
dec is ion .  I was compelled t o .  My people brought it t o  
me, and I could n o t  r e so lve  t h e  problem f o r  them t o  t h e i r  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  s o  I went t o  Colonel BARKER t o  b r i n g  it t o  
h i s  l e v e l .  I t  was h i s  t roops ;  p l u s  1 was concerned more 
t h a t  my people had en te red  i n t o  a hea ted  argument, s o  t o  
speak, with the  ground t roops ,  and t h i s  i s  an untenable 
s i t u a t i o n .  You j u s t  c a n ' t  have t h i s  going on. 

Q e  How d i d  M r .  THOMPSON a c t  a t  t h i s  time? Was 
he emotional ly d is turbed?  

A. I would say no, s i r ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he came 
up t o  me--he was r e a l l y - - t h i s  r e a l l y  bothered him--he 
was determined about it. 

Q. Was he coherent? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Normal? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I would say normal. He was b a s i c a l l y  
j u s t  very f i rm i n  what he was saying.  He had t o  say it and 
I th ink  he must have thought about t h i s  f o r  some time and 
they must have discussed it a while  before  they came up. 

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )I would l i k e  t o  know whether he 
t o l d  you t h i s  o r  not .  Did he t e l l  you t h a t  he observed 
a capta in  shoot  a woman on t h e  ground? 
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A. No, sir.  There was never any mention of rank. 
Apparently the  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  he spoke t o  d id  n o t  have 
h i s  rank on, and t h i s  was n o t  over ly  abnormal f o r  t h e  people 
ou t  t h e r e  no t  t o  d i sp lay  t h e i r  rank. I personal ly  had 
thought he had t a l k e d  t o  t h e  company commander simply because 
i n  communication between t h e  a i r  and t h e  ground t h e  normal 
person t o  speak t o  i s  no l e s s  than t h e  company commander, 
because one of h i s  r a d i o s  i s  on t h e  b a t t a l i o n  frequency and 
t h i s  i s  normally t h e  frequency i n  which we communicate wi th  
the  ground fo rces .  I had always kind of j u s t  assumed t h a t  
t h e  company commander was t h e  man t h a t  he spoke t o ,  and I 
th ink  I l e f t  t h i s  impression w i t h  Colonel BARKER. However 
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s a i d  t h a t  it c o u l d n ' t  t i e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
marking a t  a l l  t o  t h e  company commander. To t h i s  s p e c i f i c  
ques t ion  you asked s i r ,  no, s ir .  

Q. M r .  THOMPSON had no communications wi th  t h e  
company commander a s  I understand your communications 
system? 

A.  No, s ir .  On t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  he had only 
one frequency and t h a t  was t o  the  high sh ip .  

Q Did you r e c a l l  who during t h a t  pe r iod  was f l y i n g  
the  low gun? 

A. M r .  MILLIANS was t h e  one t h a t  landed. I i n i t i a l l y  
th ink  he was. I t  would be extremely abnormal f o r  t h e  high 
s h i p  t o  come down t o  land  and t h e  low s h i p  n o t  t o .  The high 
s h i p  sees  very l i t t l e  of anything. H i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
ground i s  1,000 f e e t .  I t  i s  most d i f f i c u l t  t o  observe 
a person ca r ry ing  a weapon unless  he is  holding it way o u t  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  , bu t  i f  one i s  ca r ry ing  one near  it i s  impossible 
t o  t e l l .  The low s h i p  a t  200 f e e t  can pick up some th ings .  

Q When d i d  you inform Colonel BARKER of t h i s  inc iden t?  

A. F i f t e e n  t o  t h i r t y  minutes a f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  my 
t a l k  with THOMPSON. I l e f t  almost r i g h t  away--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That would be about what time? . 
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A. Almost noontime, s ir .  

a.  And what d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. I r e l a t e d  t o  him i n  e f f e c t  what M r .  THOMPSON 
had t o l d  me, t h a t  t h e r e  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g  o u t  t h e r e ,  
and b a s i c a l l y  s t r e s s e d  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  my people  and h i s  
people  a r e  r e a l l y  a t  odds and t h i s  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  con t inue .  
I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  p u t  my people  o u t  t h e r e  w i thou t  some r e so lu -  
t i o n  t h a t  t h i n g s  w e r e  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  And t h e n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e r e  was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s h o o t i n g  and wounding. And he 
c a l l e d  f o r  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and went o u t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  and looked . 
i n t o  it. H e  seemed t o  be  q u i t e  concerned about  t h e  e n t i r e  
ma t t e r . 
Q- Did you h e a r  him i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  subsequent  
t o  t h a t  t ime? 

A. He issued--as I r e c a l l  Major CALHOUN was up, 
and he c a l l e d  him and i n s t r u c t e d  Major CALHOUN t o ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
look--to have him check on t h e  ground,  and i f  any th ing  abnormal 
was going on. What s p e c i f i c  o r d e r  w a s  g iven ,  s i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  Then he l e f t  t o  move t o  the h e l i p a d  which i s  some 
2 minutes maybe from t h e  TOC, and I walked on back down 
t o  my TOC. I d i d n ' t  s e e  him a g a i n  f o r  perhaps  an hour .  

Q- Subsequent t o  t h a t  t ime when you r e p o r t e d  t o  
Colonel  BARKER, what i s  t h e  nex t  i n c i d e n t  having t o  do 
wi th  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Tha t  evening,  s i r ,  I r e p o r t e d  it t o  my b a t t a l i o n  
commander, Colonel  HOLLADAY. 

Q. And what d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. I t o l d  him what had t ranspired--what  was a l l e g e d  
by M r .  THOMPSON, and I was t e l l i n g  him s o  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  h e a r  
it through t h e  o t h e r  commands. I s t i l l  d i d n ' t  a t  t h e  t ime 
p u t  a l l  t h a t  much s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  
I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was t h a t  much t o  i t ,  b u t  I t o l d  him 
because I d idn '  t want someone t o  come back and s u r p r i s e  
him t h a t  I w a s  o u t  charg ing  people  and c r e a t i n g  i n c i d e n t s  
which w e r e n ' t  founded, and he wou ldn ' t  be  a b l e  t o  a t  l e a s t  
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halfway come t o  my defense .  A t  t h e  conc lus ion  o f  my l i t t l e  
s t o r y  t o  him, h e  asked m e  i f  I r e a l i z e d  what I was doing,  and 
he  t o l d  me I had b e t t e r  make s u r e  i f  I was go ing  t o  s t a n d  on 
it. I thought  about  it f o r  a wh i l e  and I s a i d ,  "Yes, I s t a n d  
on what I s a i d . "  The f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning w e  went t o  
d i v i s i o n  and I r e l ayed  t h e  same p i e c e  of i n fo rma t ion  t o  General  
YOUNG who was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q Did you e v e r  i n t e r r o g a t e  M r .  THOMPSON, M r .  
MILLIANS, M r .  BAKER, o r  any of  t h e  people  who observed t h i s  
t o  any g r e a t e r  e x t e n t ?  

A. Only a t  t h e  t i m e  when they  exp la ined  t o  me what 
happened, t o  g e t  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of  what happened, and beyond 
t h a t ,  no, s ir .  Perhaps a day l a t e r  w e  t a l k e d  more about  it 
and I expla ined  t o  them what was going on and t h e  t h i n g  was 
be ing  looked in to - - the  s i t u a t i o n  was be ing  c o r r e c t e d  i f  t h e r e  
was any th ing  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  I t  s a t i s f i e d  them a t  t h e  t i m e  
and it s a t i s f i e d  m e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q But you never  i n t e r r o g a t e d  him a s  f a r  as making 
an o f f i c i a l  s t a t emen t?  

No, sir,  I d i d  no t .  

Q- D i d  you r ecogn ize  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  consequence o f  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  i f  it had proven t r u e ?  

A. I imagine I d i d ,  s i r ,  t h e  only  th ing- - I  never  
i n  my mind env i s ioned  what had t r a n s p i r e d  on t h e  ground 
would be  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s  s i n c e  t h e - - s t a t e d  i n  t h e  papers  
and s o  on. I never  suspec t ed  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  people  
had been j u s t  rounded up and j u s t  s h o t .  I t  never  e n t e r e d  my 
mind. I f  M r .  THOMPSON had no t  a l l e g e d  t h i s - - t h e  w o r s t  t h i n g  
t h a t  I knew had happened was some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  recon by 
f i r i n g ,  t h a t  i s ,  c l e a r i n g  t h e  area t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  
were wounding people ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  wors t  t h a t  I though t  
had happened. I p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  probably t h a t  somebody 
had been on t h e  ground a l i t t l e  b i t  t o o  long  and ought  
t o  b e  moved up t o  s t a f f  somewhere--just been out-- t o o  
many of t h e  t r o o p s  had been wounded and kil led--coming 
down wi th  some degree  of f a t i g u e .  

(WATKE) 2 4  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-10 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q- Afte r  you repor ted  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY what was 
the  next  a c t i o n  t h a t  took p lace?  

A. The b r i e f i n g  a t  d i v i s i o n ,  sir.  

You proceeded t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

Y e s ,  sir.  

Q m  A t  Chu Lai? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And t h i s  was repor ted  t o  whom? 

A. General YOUNG, sir .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  r i g h t  i n  h i s  
own o f f i c e .  

Q- That same evening? 

A. I am n o t  abso lu te ly  p o s i t i v e .  I th ink  it was e a r l y  
the  next  morning, s ir .  I t  could have been. I t  j u s t  seems t o  
m e  t h a t  I could s e e  d a y l i g h t  ou t s ide  t h e  window; t h e r e  was 
some l i g h t .  And by the  time r t o l d  Colonel HOLLADAY, it was 
p r e t t y  dark.  I know I d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  u n t i l  j u s t  about dark.  

Q- Could you give the  da te?  

A. I t  was t h e  morning of t h e  17 th ,  and a f t e r  t h a t  I 
proceeded t o  LZ ~ o t t i eand I re jo ined  my t roops .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  
I got  down t h e r e ,  I received t h e  word t h a t  I was t o  meet 
General YOUNG and Colonel HENDERSON up a t  t h e  LZ Dot t ie  
TOC. He wanted t o  see  us toge the r .  Colonel HOLLADAY and 
General YOUNG came i n t o  the-- 

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Was Colonel HOLLADAY accompanying 
General Young a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I 'm almost s u r e  t h a t  they came i n  t h e  same 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q- S t i l l  t h e  morning of t h e  17 th ,  a l l  r i g h t .  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  General YOUNG asked me f i r s t  t o  
t e l l  Colonel HENDERSON exac t ly  what I had t o l d  him--to 
r e l a t e  my s t o r y  t o  him. Following that--  
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(2 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was General YOUNG p r e s e n t  when you 
t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  w e  were i n  one of t h e  van t r u c k s .  

Q e  Was Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  Colonel HOLLADAY, Colonel HENDERSON, 
Colonel BARKER, General  YOUNG, myself ,  t h e  f i v e  of  us.  

Q. W i l l  you g ive  t h e  subs tance  of what you t o l d  
them a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. B a s i c a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g ,  s ir .  The i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
f i r i n g ,  t h e  need les s  and excess ive  amount of recon by f i r i n g  
beyond what was necessary t o  o f f s e t  t h e  f i r i n g  which was 
be ing  r ece ived ,  which was very minimal, and it was such 
t h a t  my people  landed-- this  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  
me  s o  much. I f  it was bad enough f o r  my people  t o  go o u t  
and land  on t h e  ground o u t  i n  f r o n t  of t r o o p s ,  it had t o  be 
awful ly  bad i n  my mind. Those p i l o t s  j u s t  d o n ' t  do t h a t .  

9. A f t e r  you r e l a t e d  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  General  YOUNG, 
Colonel HENDERSON, and t h e  o t h e r s ,  what happened then? 

A. General  YOUNG had i n s t r u c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON--
t o l d  him t h a t  he was t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  
render  a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  on h i s  f i n d i n g s .  B a s i c a l l y ,  
t h e  meeting adjourned and I s t a y e d  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  one t o  
t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. I s t ayed  i n  t h e r e  and w e  spoke 
f o r  about 2 minutes and he asked,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  
t h r e e  people be s e n t  up. I thought I s e n t  up t h r e e  p i l o t s ,  
t he  t h r e e  a i r c r a f t  commanders, M r .  THOMPSON, M r .  MILLIANS, 
and M r .  BAKER. A s  I r e c a l l  I thought  I s e n t  up t h r e e  
people t o  be in te r roga ted- - they  w e r e  ques t ioned .  

Q. When you were be ing  i n t e r r o g a t e d  by Colonel 
HENDERSON was a s tenographer  to--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  j u s t  himself  and myself.  

Q- Were you p laced  under oa th?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  and t o  t h e  b e s t  of my know-
ledge I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  
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Q e  Was t h e r e  any means t o  record  t h i s  such a s  a t a p e
recorder  o r  anything e l s e  t h a t  s a i d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  what you s a i d  
and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  which he  gave you? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t o  my knowledge. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
There was nobody e l s e  i n  t h e  van, sir.  I am s u r e  i n  my mind 
t h e  colonel  took some notes .  Immediately fol lowing t h e  
breakup of t h e  meeting between General YOUNG, I never l e f t  
t h e  van. I s tayed i n s i d e  and t h e  door was c losed .  He asked 
me some more ques t ions .  

Q. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  r e c a l l  t h e  ind iv idua l s  
t h a t  you s e n t  up t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. Could t h e  crew 
chief  of t h e  LOH and/or t h e  doorgunner have been among those  
you s e n t  up? 

A. They could have, s i r ,  b u t  I j u s t  don 't r e c a l l .  I 
know t h a t  I s e n t  o u t  Nr. THOMPSON and t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l  
t h e r e  was t h e  t h r e e  a i r c r a f t  commanders who were o u t  t h e r e .  
There could have been an e n l i s t e d  man, b u t  I j u s t  hones t ly  
cannot r e c a l l .  

10: I t h i n k  you can s i t  down, Major WATKE. 

(MAJ WATKE s i ts  down. ) 

To your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  how long was M r .  THOMPSON 
with Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. I h a t e  t o  even guess ,  sir. I t  wasn ' t  a l l  t h a t  
long--10 o r  15  minutes perhaps.  

Q. He was no t  j u s t  i n  and out .  Would he  have been i n  
t h e r e  long enough t o  have t o l d  h i s  s t o r y ?  

A. I t h i n k  so.  H e  was gone enough. When I l e f t  I 
went t o  my van, rounded up t h e  people,  and s e n t  them up t h e r e .  
A s  I r e c a l l ,  they  f i l t e r e d  back i n .  There was some time 
elasped i n  the re - - i f  he  went i n  immediately upon g e t t i n g  up 
t o  t h e  TOC, I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But he seemed s a t i s f i e d  a t  
t h e  time as  1 r e c a l l .  
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Q Did Colonel HENDERSON inform you t h a t  he was con-
duct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I was t h e r e  when he was t o l d  t o  conduct an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q8 You knew f i r s t h a n d ?  You d i d n ' t  have t o  be 
informed? 

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q. Do you know i f  Colonel HENDERSON informed M r .  
THOMPSON t h a t  he was conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir ,  because I t o l d  them, when I s e n t  them 
up, t h a t  he was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  and t h a t  he 
wanted t o  speak t o  them. 

Q - You i n d i c a t e d  t o  him t h a t  he was conducting
the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q This  would have been understood by M r .  THOMPSON 
and any o t h e r  people t h a t  went i n  the re?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He was looking a l i t t l e  nervous going 
before  t h e  colonel .  

Q What was M r .  THOMPSON'S condi t ion  t h a t  morning?
Did he have complete c o n t r o l  of h i s  f a c u l t i e s ?  

A. I have known M r .  THOMPSON--he i s  an o u t r i g h t  fo r th -
r i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l  and he t e l l s  you, and i f  he f e e l s  bad he is  the 
type t h a t  w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t  something i s  wrong. He r a r e l y  
holds back whether you l i k e  t o  hear  what he i s  saying o r  not .  
He w i l l  express  it. 

Q What was t h e  next  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  took p lace  which 
had anything t o  do wi th  t h i s ?  To your r e c o l l e c t i o n  what is 
t h e  th ing  t h a t  you remember next  a s  f a r  as  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
o r  wi tnesses ,  o r  r e p o r t s ,  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re .  
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A. Sometime a f t e r  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  Colonel  BARKER t o l d  
me--I d o n ' t  recal l  any t i m e  frame. They w e r e  unable  t o  f i n d  
anybody be longing  t o  t h i s  s t e n c i l e d ,  marked helmet .  And t h e  
o t h e r  t h i n g ,  maybe i n  3 weeks t h e  r e s u l t s  had been submi t ted ,  
and they  found n o t h i n g  w i t h  any subs t ance .  The g e n e r a l  was 
re impress ing  on everybody 's  mind t h e  r u l e s  of  engagement. 

Who t o l d  you? 

A. Colonel  HOLLADAY. 

Q. It w a s  Colonel  HOLLADAY, your  b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Were you e v e r  q u e r i e d  by anybody a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  
from d i v i s i o n  on t h i s  matter,  e i t h e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, 
t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander, t h e  SJA, t h e  I G ,  o r  anybody 
from t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  General  YOUNG perhaps  could have s a i d  
something. I s a w  General  YOUNG perhaps  every  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  
day. H e  would come through t o  check how t h i n g s  w e r e  go ing ,  
and r e so lved  my problems i f  I had any. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
r e c a l l  t h a t  h e  d i d  mention any th ing  impor tan t  o t h e r  t han  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  it may have been con t inu ing  o r  something t o  t h a t  
e f f e c t .  

10: W e  w i l l  t a k e  a 10-minute r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1025 hour s ,  8 December 
1969 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1047 hour s ,  8 December 
1969.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  p e r sons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  
r eces sed  are a g a i n  p r e s e n t  except  MR WEST. 

I0: Major WATKE would you r ecoun t  once more t h e  t i m e s  
and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  whom you r e p o r t e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  s t a r t i n g  
wi th  your  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  t o  Colonel  BARKER? 
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A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I repor ted  t o  Colonel BARKER approy-
imately 30 minutes a f t e r  I w a s  informed of it by M r .  
THOMPSON. I would have t o  put  t h i s  i n  t h e  t ime frame 
of 11 t o  12 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  day on t h e  16th of March. 
That evening I repor ted  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander of t h e  123d. I would es t ima te  t h a t  t h i s  was 
approximately 8 o ' c lock  o r  thereabouts .  It was a f t e r  
dark I ' m  su re .  I t  was up i n  h i s  hootch. A s  I r e c a l l  he 
and I went up t o  d i v i s i o n ,  and i n  t h e  presence of General 
YOUNG I once again s t a t e d  t h e  case.  I th ink  this was 
sometime around 7 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. I l e f t  and went 
down t o  t h e  LZ Dot t i e  and rece ived  t h e  information t h a t  
t h e  genera l  w a s  coming down and wanted t o  speak t o  us a t  
9 o 'c lock .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  f i v e  people were p resen t .  

Q And I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was one o t h e r  t ime when 
you repor ted  i t  and t h a t  w a s  w i t h  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e  f i v e  people. I d i d n ' t  r e p o r t  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON s e p a r a t e l y  a t  a l l .  The only t i m e  I s a w  
Colonel HENDERSON was when I w a s  r e l a t i n g  my s t o r y  i n  t h e  
presence of General YOUNG. 

Q But you subsequently discussed it wi th  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  and I was quest ioned immediately 
following t h e  meeting wi th  General YOUNG. 

Q .  That would have been somewhere between 9 and 
1 0  o 'c lock  on t h e  morning of t h e  17th? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h e  morning of t h e  17th .  

Q *  When you repor ted  t h i s  t o  Colonel BARKER, how 
was t h i s  information passed t o  t h e  u n i t s  on t h e  ground? 

A. Colonel BARKER re l ayed  t o  t h e  s h i p  which Major 
CALHOUN was i n  t o  pass  t h e  message--I do n o t  know, s i r - - i f  
anything unusual was going on ou t  t h e r e ,  l e t ' s  s t o p  it. 
Then he s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  depar ted  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
which Major CALHOUN came back i n  and went o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  
Whether he landed, I do no t  know, bu t  he spoke t o  t h e  u n i t s  
on t h e  ground and re tu rned  l a t e r  t o  the  LZ. 

Q What d i d  you do t h e  remainder of the  af ternoon? 
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A. We b a s i c a l l y  continued t h e  mission on i n t o  t h e  
afternoon. I went back t o  t h e  job. 

Q. Did Colonel BARKER ever  t a l k  t o  you t h a t  a f t e r -
noon o r  subsequently about what he had found o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  sir.  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
whether I saw Colonel BARKER again t h a t  same day. I may 
have, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  was any d i scuss ion  of any-
th ing  about t h e  opera t ion .  

Q I was th ink ing  t h a t  because t h e  se r iousness  of 
t h a t  opera t ion  was such, t h a t  your gunships would land i n  
such a precar ious  s i t u a t i o n  t o  do t h i s ,  you may have f o l -
lowed up t o  ques t ion  Colonel BARKER a s  t o  a c t u a l l y  what 
had t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I know t h a t  he  took t h e s e  
s t e p s  and was looking i n t o  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  we 
spoke again thzit same day a s  t o  any outcome. I know t h a t  t h e  
people ceased t h e  f i r i n g ,  t h e  excess ive  f i r i n g ,  and t h i n g s  
went along r a t h e r  smoothly. I was s a t i s f i e d ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  
t h e  time being,  t h a t  everything was back t o  normal, and 
r e a l l y  I guess I have t o  say t h i s  again.  My people had 
been opera t ing  i n  t h i s  conf igura t ion  a s  an a i r  c a l v a l r y  
t roop  f o r  approximately 2 months. Other than my gun 
p i l o t  people,  they  had come from f l y i n g  i n  br igades .  In  
o the r  words, they  had been doing p r i n c i p a l l y  admin i s t r a t ive  
f l y i n g ,  and t h i s  was probably only t h e  t h i r d  t ime t h a t  we 
had, i n  f a c t ,  supported ground t roops  r i g h t  i n  l i n e .  
They were o u t  reconning f o r  company-size u n i t s  on t h e  ground, 
and what they were see ing ,  I f e l t  t h a t  they might be over-
por t raying  it simply because t h e i r  exposure had no t  been 
t h a t  ex tens ive  before .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it was 
a l l  t h a t  s e r i o u s  i n  my own mind, bu t  they were s o  concerned 
t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  I took t h e  s t e p s  I f e l t  was necessary to--

Q =  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )Going back a b i t  t o  t h e  sequence 
of events  when you were p resen t  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on t h e  15th  
of March, was Colonel HENDERSON t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  no, sir. 

Q. Did you s e e  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  him t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  u n i t  com-
manders p r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  o r  t o  t h e  t roops?  

A.  No, sir.  I personal ly  d i d n ' t  s e e  him. 

Q P r i o r  t o  t h e  opera t ion ,  approximately on t h e  
af te rnoon of t h e  15 th ,  d i d  you go on a reconnaissance 
wi th  Colonel BARKER? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Did you conduct a reconnaissance of any kind? 

A. I knew t h e  area--yes, s ir ,  my people had been--
t h i s  was n o t  an unfami l ia r  a r e a  t o  us--the people knew it 
and they knew t h e  scheme of maneuver. 

Q. I t  wasn ' t  necessary f o r  you t o  conduct a re-
connaissance? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  it was. I was n o t  put-
t i n g  i n  t roops .  Had I been p u t t i n g  them on t h e  ground, I a m  
s u r e  I would have s p e n t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more t i m e  looking a t  
the  LZ, b u t  I knew where t h e  LZ was, b a s i c a l l y .  I could 
have landed t o  the  west of My Lai  ( 4 )  wi thout  eve r  going 
o u t ,  and I could have landed i n  the  s a l t  f l a t s  without  e v e r  
having gone out .  

Q What d i d  you say your mission was during t h e  
e a r l y  opera t ion  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A, Well r e a l l y ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  j u s t  
t o  g e t  on s t a t i o n ,  sir. 

Q And during t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A-. I t  was t o  sc reen  t o  t h e  south and prevent  e x f i l -
t r a t i o n  of t h e  VC t o  t h e  south.  

Q Would it be c o r r e c t  t o  say t h a t  your genera l  
mission was t o  screen  south  of Highway 521 genera l ly  
down t o  the  Song Tra Khuc River? 

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q. And subsequent t o  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  your mission 
became somewhat more i n c l u s i v e ,  t o  s c o u t  and sc reen  through- 
out  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I reques ted  t h a t  our  mission be changed 
somewhat because we were n o t  g e t t i n g  anyth ing  and we 
weren' t--I  f e l t  t h a t  w e  had done a s  much a s  we could do, 
and I recommended t h a t  w e  move where w e  could be of b e t t e r  
s e r v i c e  and could s t i l l  watch t o  t h e  south .  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you saw t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep 
going i n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did you s e e  any whi te  phosphorus? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  HE, sir. 

Q- Did you see any whi t e  phosphorus? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any. My b i g g e s t  concern was t o  s e e  where it was 
landing  a s  opposed t o  what it was doing.  

Q. I f  t h e r e  had been any whi te  phosphorus, would you 
recognize i t ?  

A. I would recognize i t ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  whether t h e  HE was point-detonated 
o r  whether they  were a i r b u r s t ?  

A. I am s u r e  they w e r e  po in t -de tona ted ,  s i r ,  p a r t i -
c u l a r l y  those  i n  t h e  LZ. I t  wouldn ' t  do any good t o  have 
a i r  i n  t h e  LZ, and concussion on t h e  ground would s e t  o f f  
any booby t r a p s  t h e r e  might be.  

Q. M r .  MACCRATE d i d  you have any ques t ions  you 
would l i k e  t o  ask Major WATKE. 

L e t  t h e  r eco rd  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  M r .  WEST r e jo ined  
t h e  hear ing .  

APP T-10 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

MR MACCRATE: Major WATKE, e a r l i e r  i n  your testimony you 
r e f e r r e d  t o  remembering one message t h a t  I ga the r  you 
monitored over t h e  r a d i o  which was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a number of dead from a r t i l l e r y .  This one message s tood  
o u t  i n  your mind. Do you r e c a l l  i t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  wounded and dead. 

Q Was t h i s  something t h a t  you heard whi le  you 
were s t i l l  on t h e  mission o r  w a s  it a f t e r  you re tu rned  
t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. I t  was r i g h t  p r i o r  t o  landing on t h e  r e f u e l i n g  
o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  w e  picked up o f f  t h e  r e f u e l i n g  pad and moved 
the  h e l i c o p t e r  down t o  t h e  s t a g i n g  a r e a  t h a t  I heard t h i s .  
I t  wasn ' t  r e l ayed  as  a  p o i n t  of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I t  was j u s t  a 
s ta tement  of f a c t .  I attempted t o  always have my people 
say what they saw, because i f  they d i d n ' t  we had no i d e a  
what was going on. The only way t o  g e t  a p i c t u r e  pa in ted  
f o r  you was t o  have people say wha t ' s  going on. This  was 
a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  an i tem a s  a number of c i v i l i a n s  moving down a 
t r a i l  would be s i g n i f i c a n t  and number of bunkers i n  an 
area--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h i s  a f t e r  you personal ly
l e f t .  t he  a r e a  of opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you had gone back t o  r e f u e l i n g ?  

A. Yes, sir, I--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  And you were r e f u e l i n g  a t  LZ 
Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir., b u t  we r e f u e l  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n  
than  where we parked our  a i r p l a n e s .  None of my people had 
been over My Lai ( 4 )  o r  over t h e  LZ p r i o r  t o  t h e  new gun 
team coming ou t  on t h e  s t a t i o n .  We had been screening  up 
u n t i l  t h a t  po in t .  

Q - I b e l i e v e  you s t a t e d  a few minutes ago t h a t  
t h e  people had ceased t h e  ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g .  How had 
you s a t i s f i e d  yourse l f  t h a t  t h e  ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g  had 
ceased? 
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A. Well, they no longer  were reconning by f i r e ,  
but  were f i r i n g  only  when they were r ece iv ing  f i r e - -
sn ipe r  f i r e .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  time they were b a s i c a l l y  
advancing wi th  f i r e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  two types  of techniques.  

Q. But t h i s  information you had as  t o  develop-
ments i n  t h e  course of t h e  opera t ion  was information 
t h a t  came t o  you a f t e r  you re turned  t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. And you w e r e  monitoring a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. A l l  t h i s  was b a s i c a l l y  t h e  second landing.  

Q Afte r  M r .  THOMPSON t a lked  wi th  you on t h e  
morning of t h e  16 th  j u s t  around noontime, d i d  he  go 
back o u t  t o  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. I am q u i t e  s u r e  he d i d ,  yes ,  sir. I t h i n k  I 
had one more crew come down i n  t h a t  time frame--late 
morning, however, he s t i l l  went on s t a t i o n  once again.  

Q- And d i d  you speak t o  him l a t e r  a f t e r  he  had 
been o u t  a second time? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  I t h i n k  I probably d i d  
b u t  what t h e  s u b j e c t  would be--I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  
ease h i s  mind, t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h i s  s u b j e c t  b a s i c a l l y  o u t  
of h i s  mind. Somebody had assumed t h e  requirement--
t h a t  they were t ak ing  some a c t i o n ,  and I f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  
wasn ' t  reason t o  t a l k  about it. I b e l i e v e  I mentioned 
t o  a l l  my people t h a t  I d i d n ' t  want it discussed  i n  t h e  
bar racks .  I t  was being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and I t o l d  them 
t h a t  I would t e l l  them t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and t h a t  it was i n  competent hands. I t  wouldn't  do any 
good t o  s t a r t  a l o t  of t a l k  among t h e  t roops  because 
nobody knew t h e  f a c t s .  
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MR MACCRATE: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR WEST: Major WATKE, I th ink  it would be h e l p f u l  i f  
you would go back again over t h e  missions you had i n  and 
around My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  morning of t h e  16th of March. 
Would you spec i fy  what those  missions were; who was f ly -
ing  them; which h e l i c o p t e r  and t h i s  s o r t  of th ing?  L e t ' s  
take the  per iod  p r i o r  t o  and during t h e  a r t i l l e r y  pre-
p a r a t i o n  f i r s t .  

A. Once we determined t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  w a s  i n  
f a c t  going t o  t ake  p lace  as  planned and t h e r e  were no 
de lays ,  we moved o u t  on s t a t i o n  t o  t h e  south of Route 521.  
We a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  area--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h a t  mission? 

A.  A s  I r e c a l l  M r .  THOMPSON was i n  t h e  -H-23, t h e  
low s h i p ,  LOH. I was i n  t h e  low gunship which flew a t  
200 f e e t ,  and with m e  I b e l i e v e  was M r .  BROWN. 

Q. Would t h a t  have been Captain LIVINGSTON? 

A .  No, sir. Captain LIVINGSTON was n o t  an AC. I 
was no t  an AC, al though I have flown both s i d e s .  

Q By AC what do you mean? 

A- A i r c r a f t  commander.. I n  t h e  high s h i p  I b e l i e v e  
it was M r .  BAKER and another  p i l o t .  I d o n ' t  know him by 
name. Both of t h e  gunships always were flown with two 
p i l o t s .  We a r r i v e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
p repara t ion ,  how many minutes p r i o r  t o  t h a t  I d o n ' t  know. 
Not too many because t h e r e  wasn ' t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of value 
t o  be gained ou t  t h e r e .  I a m  s u r e  I asked them t o  be 
t h e r e  by t h e  time it s t a r t e d .  I personal ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  when we rece ive  t h e  most information and know 
what was going on and pick up most of t h e  people 
who were moving wi th  weapons. Our concern a t  t h a t  t i m e  
was not t o  g e t  too  c l o s e  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  could i n  
f a c t  be o f f  some, and s i n c e  they were f i r i n g  from the 
nor th  t o  the  south long rounds could endanger us.  But once 
the  f i r s t  round went o f f ,  we moved out  and t igh tened  i n  
and took a look. We b a s i c a l l y  used t h e  road because 
it w a s  such an i d e a l  mark f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  We s tayed 
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j u s t  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  road i n  screening  and we d i d  
pick up one i n d i v i d u a l  moving. I thought it was be-
f o r e  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  b u t  I wouldn ' t  swear t o  it. We 
never confirmed t h a t  we had a k i l l ,  bu t  the  low s h i p  
and myself engaged. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

10: Major WATKE, I have he re  Exh ib i t  M-6, a 
t r u e  copy of t h e  log  of t h e  America1 Divis ion .  I w i l l  
r e f e r  you t o  i tem 9 (handing t h e  e x h i b i t  t o  MAJ 
WATKE). Did you i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  aero-scouts engaged 
two VC wi th  weapons? 

/ 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  erroneous.  These a r e  
t h e  two which were probably a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Sharks i n  
t h e  174th.  We d i d n ' t  g e t  any weapons t h a t  day. I know 
t h a t  we d id  no t  r e p o r t  engaging two--ki l l ing two and 
g e t t i n g  two weapons, b u t  t h e  o t h e r  gunships did.  They 
were e s c o r t i n g  t h e  t roops .  They d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  weapons 
themselves, b u t  I can r e c a l l  them g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
a s  t o  where they were i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  two people they 
had k i l l e d .  

Q. Do you know who was c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e r e  t o  
ga ther  t h e i r  weapons? 

A. I would imagine t h a t  he was speaking t o  t h e  
RTO--no, it wouldn't  be t o  t h e  RTO--I 'm s u r e  he would 
speak t o  t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  p resen t  on t h e  ground. 

Q. Did you hear  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ion  d i r e c t i n g  
t h a t  t h e s e  weapons be picked up? 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I am almost s u r e  t h a t  I remember 
t h e  roger.  They were not  r e a l l y  on it. This  i s  why I 
say he  made re fe rence  t o  the- - t ry ing  t o  g ive  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  t h e  people r i g h t  on t h e  road--what d i r e c t i o n  and t h e  
d i s t ance .  H e  d i d n ' t  have t o  s e e  t h e  a rea  as long a s  he was 
i n  h i s  sweep coming up t h e r e .  

Q. But t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  wasn ' t  t h e  road t o  t h e  
South. I t  could have been any road. 
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A .  Well, it might have been, bu t  f o r  some reason 
I think I saw one of t h e  bodies ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  only th ing .  

Q - I r e f e r  you t o  i tem 1 9  (America1 Divis ion log)
which s t a t e s  t h a t  a t  0855 elements of the aero-scouts 
found 20 60mm rounds? 

A. Not t h a t  day, sir.  

Q Were you on s t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  No, s i r ,  probably n o t ,  b u t  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
The only mortar rounds t h a t  I r e c a l l  was o f f  of H i l l  85. 
I d o n ' t  t h ink  it w a s  t h e  same day a t  a l l .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h a t  morning using any elements of 
your ground force?  

A .  No, s i r ,  t h a t ' s  what I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  We used 
ground fo rces  i n  conjunct ion with t h e  mortar rounds. W e  
blew them up and then we pu l l ed  them o f f .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
th ink  it was t h e  same day, sir. 

Q I r e f e r  you t o  i tem 4 2 ,  (America1 Divis ion l o g ) .  
This inc reases  t h e  number of 60mm mortar from 20 t o  40? 

A. This i s  t h e  number t h a t  we repor ted  we destroyed.  

Q You c a n ' t  t i e  t h a t  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  morning? 

A. No, s ir .  We picked up one demoli t ion man t o  go 
out  and h e l p  s e t  t h e  charges,  b u t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e l a t e  t h e  
two i n c i d e n t s  on t h e  same day. 

MR WEST: You t e s t i f i e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  on t h e  mission 
during t h e  morning you went i n  a c t u a l l y  t o  support  t h e  
t roops on t h e  ground and then went o f f  s t a t i o n  sometime 
during t h i s  per iod.  Would you again s t a t e  when you went 
o f f  s t a t i o n  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  where the  t roops  were a t  
t h a t  time? 

A. Phys ica l ly  on. t h e  ground, s i r ,  I am no t  s u r e  
t h a t  I can s a y ,  b u t  I can say both l i f t s  had been com-
p le ted  and t h a t  t h e  t roops  landed c lose  enough t o  My Lai 
( 4 )  t h a t  i n  the  time frame t h a t  had expi red ,  they c e r t a i n l y  
would have been i n t o  t h e  town. I r e c a l l  monitoring frequen-
c i e s  o r  phys ica l ly  see ing  t roops  moving t o  t h e  south of 
what was t h e  t r e e  a rea .  
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Q *  Would you f i x  t h e  t i m e  of t h i s ?  

A. I can only e s t i m a t e  t h e  t i m e ,  s ir .  I would say
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 0815. I r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  t h e  f u e l  exhaust  
time on t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  more than  anything else. 

Q- This  was about t h e  t i m e  you went o f f  s t a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. When you went o f f  s t a t i o n ,  d i d  ano the r  h e l i c o p t e r  
and another  p i l o t  t a k e  up t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  low gunship? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Who was t h e  p i l o t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  M r .  MILLIANS was t h e  s e n i o r  p i l o t  i n  
cormnand on t h a t  a i r c r a f t  

Q. Would Captain LIVINGSTON have been i n  t h a t  a i r -
c r a f t ?  

A. H e  could have,  yes ,  sir. 

Q - Before  you went o f f  s t a t i o n  and whi l e  you were 
s t i l l  working g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  south  of My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet ,  
d id  you see  any re fugees  on Highway 521? This  w a s  a f t e r  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repa ra t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  had r e a l l y  a l e r t e d  t h e  people t h a t  
something was t r a n s p i r i n g .  

Q *  , In what numbers? 

A. I would say s i r ,  i n  hundreds. 

Q. Which way were they moving? 

A. Normally, s i r ,  t o  t h e  southwest towards Quang 
Ngai, b u t  I doubt i f  they g o t  t h a t  f a r .  

Q. Could you f i x  t h e  t ime when you s i g h t e d  them 
f i r s t ?  
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A. A few minutes a f t e r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion  
the  people s t a r t e d  t o  flow. They were making every e f f o r t  
t o  be seen. This  i s  p r e t t y  s tandard  f o r  them. They f e l t  
s a f e  i f  people saw them. 

Q. Where w a s  t h e  main body of t h e  refugees ,  when 
you f i r s t  s i g h t e d  them, w i t h  reference  t o  My La i  ( 4 )  hamlet? 

A. (Standing by t h e  w a l l  map) Generally,  s i r ,  I 
would say t h i s  end of t h e  bu i l t -up  a rea  a l l  t h e  way back 
some 500 m e t e r s .  Due e a s t  of t h e  c i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  hamlet--
the hamlet of My Lai  ( 4 )  where it i n t e r c e p t s  Highway 
521. General e x f i l t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  road, and then  on t h e  
road the  preponderance of t h e  people moved t o  t h e  south-
west towards t h e  c i t y  of Quang Ngai. 

' 

Q =. Did you s e e  t h i s  group being taken under a t t a c k  
by the  gunships? 

A. I overheard when they c a l l e d  t h a t  they had two 
of them wi th  weapons. I heard t h a t  t ransmission.  Shor t ly  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  t he  c a l l  went i n  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  t h e  
two of them and they re layed t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  weapons. 

Q This  was not  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a l a r g e  number 
was being taken under a t t a c k ?  

A. No, sir. 

10: Colonel MILLER. 

COL MILLER: Did you s e e  any people on t h e  road walking 
around be fo re  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prepara t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

Q -. Such a s  people going t o  t h e  market? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. A s  soon a s  t h e  p repara t ion  was over  they s t a r t e d  
coming o u t  from a l l '  over  t h e  place? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q- When you were i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  how could you 
t e l l  an i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  amount o r  a  lower amount of shoot-
ing? 

A. You can hear  it i n  a low s h i p  and s e e  t h e  dus t  
r i s i n g  from t h e  b u l l e t s .  The low s h i p  f l y s  r i g h t  over  
t h e  people. 

Q- Did you a t  any t i m e  s e e  any f i r e s  i n  My Lai?  
Were any of t h e  bu i ld ings  burning? 

A. I c a n ' t  say no, I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

COL MILLER: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir .  

COL WILSON: Do you remember i f  Colonel HENDERSON i n t e r -  
viewed t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  i n  a group? Do you 
know about t h i s ?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  they  t o l d  me t h a t  it was indiv id- 

u a l l y ,  and I f u r t h e r  r e c a l l  they a l l  came down one a t  a 

time which made me b e l i e v e  they were c a l l e d  i n  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  

spoke t o  him and were r e l e a s e d ,  and then he c a l l e d  another  one i n .  


Q. You mentioned t h a t  Colonel BARKER t a l k e d  t o  you 

l a t e r  about t h e  helmet wi th  "Ca l i fo rn ia"  w r i t t e n  on it. 


A. I th ink  l a t e r  they were unable t o  f i n d  t h a t  

helmet . 

Q- This  was t h e  same day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- You s a i d  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY s t a t e d  t o  you the  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was completed a t  some time? When was t h i s ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  it was c l o s e  t o  a  month a f t e r  it hap-
pened t h a t  they had--the r e p o r t  had been rendered and 
the  r e s u l t  was r a t h e r  inconclusive.  No one was found t o  
have committed a crime. 

Q. This would have been mid-April? 
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A. O r  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r .  

Q- I n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  aero-
s c o u t s ,  where two VC wi th  weapons were t aken  under a t t a c k ,  
t h e  weapons w e r e  cap tured .  Those coo rd ina t e s  on t h e  l o g  
are some 800 meters  sou th  of Highway 521. Did C Company 
eve r  move t h i s  f a r  sou th?  

A. ~ o tt o  my knowledge. 

Q.  I mean t h a t  morning? 

A. But w e  would have a l r e a d y  picked up o u r  
own weapons. I f  w e  a r e  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  open a r e a  and 
we shoo t  a  couple  of  people ,  o f t en t imes  i f  it seemed 
s a f e ,  t h e  LOH j u s t  landed and brought  them i n .  

COL WILSON: No f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

COL FRANKLIN: Major WATKE, p r ev ious ly  you s a i d  something 
and you d i d n ' t  pursue  it. You s a i d  you had t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  someone had been down t h e r e  t o o  long  and combat f a t i g u e  
was a  way o f  e x p l a i n i n g  it. O f  whom w e r e  you speaking? 

A. I was t h i n k i n g  of  t h e  person i n  command, whoever 
h e  w a s .  

Q. Of t h a t  company? 

A. I n  my own mind, y e s ,  sir .  

Q. You a r e  ar; infantryman.  You nave s p e n t  a l o t  
o f  t ime a t  LZ Do t t i e .  You undoubtedly know who t h a t  i s .  

A. I d i d n ' t  know t h e  company commander r e a l l y .  
I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  persona l ly - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  When you made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  
he  might have combat f a t i g u e ,  t h a t ' s  a r a t h e r  unusual  
s t a t emen t  t o  make. You obvious ly  had a  thought  p roces s  
t o  make you t h i n k  t h i s ?  

A. I knew t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  u n i t .  his was t h e  
e n t i r e  a r e a  down sou th  of  Binh Son. From t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  
runs  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  Chu L a i  a l l  t h e  way t o  Duc Pho, you 
have g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i n d i n g  anyth ing  l a r g e r  than  a 
smal l  squad o f  enemy. Most of  t h e  c o n t a c t s  a r e  l e s s  t h e n  
10 people .  The a r e a  is  f i l l e d  w i th  booby t r a p s  and mines. 
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If you a r e  i n  a u n i t  f o r  6 months, you would l o s e  more 
people than you g e t .  Yoy would have a morale problem. 
There i s  a g r e a t  dea l  of  t h e  a rea  t h a t  t h e  t roops  were n o t  
e n t e r i n g  because they  had previous ly  done t h i s  and came 
i n t o  an excess ive  number of mines and booby t r a p s .  I j u s t  
f e e l  t h a t  i f  a person g e t s  t h a t  exposure day a f t e r  day it 
works on him mentally.  I n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t ,  i f  he i s  
drawing f i r e ,  even i f  it i s  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  he i s  much more 
a p t  t o  r e t a l i a t e  i n  kind and perhaps do it excess ive ly .  
I thought t h a t  t h i s  may very we l l  be what had taken p lace  
t h a t  day and i n  h i s  mind he wasn ' t  doing a t h i n g  wrong, b u t  
i n  t h e  eyes of my p i l o t - - h i s  l i m i t e d  exposure t o  t h i s - - i t  
was s i g n i f i c a n t .  There was a c o n f l i c t  of r a t i b n a l e ,  t h a t ' s  
a l l .  I n  my mind i f  t h i s  was t h e  case ,  he might very we l l  
go t o  t h e  s t a f f  o r  somewhere l i k e  t h a t .  Not t h a t  he i s  a 
bad s o l d i e r .  I t  i s  j u s t  t h a t  he has seen t o o  many of h i s  
own men woundea and k i l l e d .  

Q* From t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  you heard and t h e  manner 
which Captain KOTOUC presented t h e  enemy i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  from 
your conversat ion and f e e l i n g s  around D o t t i e ,  would you say 
t h a t  it i s  unusual f o r  t h e s e  people t o  be  reconning by f i r e  
a f t e r  what they had been t o l d  t o  expect?  You a s  an infan-
tryman, do you t h i n k  t h i s  would have been unusual? 

A .  NO,  s i r .  I t h i n k  t h a t  once I was we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
on t h e  ground, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I would be reconning any longer  
by f i r e ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  wouldn ' t  g e t  o u t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
knowing t h e  a r e a ,  wi thout  shoot ing.  I j u s t  t h i n k  t h a t  would 
be asking  t o o  much of t h e  people n o t  t o  p r o t e c t  themselves. 
I th ink  mentally t h a t  i s  what they were doing. The gunships 
f i r e d  when they  went i n  because t h e  a rea  was p o t e n t i a l l y  hot .  
The a r t i l l e r y  was f i r i n g  t h e  p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  same reason, 
and I t h i n k  one would be f o o l i s h  no t  t o  g e t  o u t  and a t  l e a s t  
s i z e  up t h e  a rea  o r  shoot .  

Q. Captain KOTOUC'S p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  enemy i n f o r -  
mation--the way t h e  people were t a l k i n g  around t h e r e ,  were 
they  going t o  g e t  i n t o  a brawl? P a i n t  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  f e e l -  
ing ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of some of t h e  r i f l e  company s o l d i e r s  i f  
you happened t o  s e e  them around t h e  r i f l e  company. What was 
t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  next  morning's opera t ion?  How were t h e  
people ac t ing?  

APP T-10 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I c a n ' t  say  I know how they  w e r e .  I know it 
was po r t r ayed  t o  m e .  I expected we were going t o  have some-
t h i n g  r e a l l y  going.  I n  my mind t h i s  was going t o  be t h e  
b i g g e s t  t h i n g  we had done. I thought  t h i s  was o u r  b i g g e s t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  a s  a u n i t .  We d e f i n i t e l y  were going t o  g e t  i n  
t h e r e  and f i n d  something and r e a l l y  have a good day. A t  
l e a s t  twice  p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  BARKER himself  had mentioned 
t h i s  forthcoming o p e r a t i o n  and had given me a thorough 
background f o r  it. He w a s  convinced t h a t  w e  r e a l l y  
were going i n .  The l a s t  c o n t a c t  had produced a s u b s t a n t i a l  
number and he was going t o  go i n  t h e r e  and c l e a n  o u t  t h a t  
b a t t a l i o n  and f i n i s h  them up. He f e l t  s u r e  where they  
were and wi th  t h e  t ime and t h e  element of s u r p r i s e  he was 
going t o  bag them. He convinced m e .  

MR WUSH: What is the maximum t i m e  t h a t  t h e  LOH could have 
been up t h a t  morning? H e  was on s t a t i o n  w i t h  you b e f o r e  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ?  

A. True f u e l  o p e r a t i n g  t i m e  is  about 2 hours  and 
4 5  minutes .  People have been known t o  g e t  3 hours  when 
t h e r e  i s  no p l a c e  t o  l and .  

Q- Could M r .  THOMPSON have been going back t o  r e fue l - -
going back a second t ime ,  o r  d i d  he r e p o r t  t o  you t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  he came back? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was the second t i m e .  

Q - The e v e n t  of him l a n d i n g ,  removing c i v i l i a n s  from 
t h e  a r e a ,  and t a k i n g  t h e  c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h i s  would 
have occur red  a f t e r  he had once r e f u e l e d  and gone back aga in?  

A. Yes, because he came back from Quang Ngai and 
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  base .  He had never  done t h i s  b e f o r e .  A l l  
I know is  t h a t  he w a s  t a k i n g  somebody t o  Quang Ngai. 

Q. L a t e r  i n  t h e  day you were moni tor ing conve r sa t ions  
i n  t h e  TOC? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any o r d e r s  g iven  t o  C h a r l i e  
Company by Colonel  HENDERSON dur ing  t h e  course  of t h e  day? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  speak ing  t o  Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  
day. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  General  KOSTER was i n  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  day. 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  bu t  he  normally r o u t i n e l y  
made a  h a b i t  of appearing over e v e r y . o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  i f  nothing more than t o  f i n d  o u t  how it was going 
and t o  l e t  people know t h a t  he was t h e r e .  
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MR WALSH: I have no th ing  f u r t h e r .  

10: Major WATKE, I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  e x p l a i n  
f o r  t h e  r eco rd  e x a c t l y  why you were s o  concerned about  t h e  
gunship l and ing  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  and i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A. The most d i s t u r b i n g  t h i n g  about  t h e  whole 
a c t i v i t y  w a s ,  i n  my mind, t h e  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  w a s  developing 
between someone on t h e  ground and my people .  I was o u t  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e s e  people .  H e r e  I had people  on s t a t i o n  o u t  
t h e r e  who w e r e  t e l l i n g  t h e s e  same people  t h a t  i f  t h i n g s  
d o n ' t  go r i g h t ,  w e  are going t o  shoo t  you. That  w a s  my 
b i g g e s t  concern.  I wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  why, and I d i d n ' t  
know what w a s  r e a l l y  going on. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  by t h e  
r a d i o  conve r sa t ion ,  and my conve r sa t ion  o u t  t o  them 
was n o t  g e t t i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  answers. I f  I j u s t  a l low 
my s h i p s  t o  go and l and ,  s i r ,  i n  r e i a t i v e l y  conf ined  a r e a s ,  
you a r e  j u s t  a sk ing  f o r  it t o  be  s h o t  up and your  people  
k i l l e d .  

Q- Would you e x p l a i n  why you w e r e  s o  concerned 
about  gunships?  

A. A gunship i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  s a m e  a i r c r a f t  as 
a s l i c k  i n  t h a t  it is  t h e  same s i z e ,  b u t  t h e  armament t h a t  
is  c a r r i e d  aboard makes it immobile. I t  has  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  ground. I t  i s  over-
weight and overgrossed ,  and t h e  a i r c r a f t  can j u s t  b a r e l y  
g e t  up o f f  t h e  ground. I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  f l y i n g ,  it t a k e s  
q u i t e  a run  t o  g e t  a l t i t u d e .  Not on ly  are you v u l n e r a b l e  
when you are s i t t i n g  on t h e  ground, b u t  when you a r e  
t a k i n g  o f f .  You a r e  cover ing  a g r e a t  d e a l  of ground 
g e t t i n g  t o  a s a f e  a l t i t u d e .  The gunship has  t h e  miss ion 
t o  engage and k i l l  by a e r i a l  f i r e  and t h a t ' s  i t s  on ly  
miss ion .  Only i n  extreme c o n d i t i o n s  would I a l low it t o  
go down on t h e  ground. I d o n ' t  even a l low it t o  go on t h e  
ground and p i ck  up my own f r i e n d s .  I would r a t h e r  have them 
s t a y  f o r  t h e  few minutes it t a k e s  t o  g e t  i n  a t r o o p  c a r r i e r  
t h a t  can be  p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  gunship.  I have s h i p s  t h a t  can 
do those  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  

Q. Would you e x p l a i n  how t h e  aero-scouts  use  
smoke and f o r  what purpose? 
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A.  We dropped it t o  mark foxholes .  I f  we saw them 
we marked people ,  enemy, a lmost  anything.  I f e l t  t h a t  it 
was n o t  SOP f o r  r e d  smoke f o r  t h i s  and green smoke f o r  
t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  v e r b a l  communication between t h i s  s h i p  and 
t h e  o t h e r  one. I f  he  threw smoke, he i d e n t i f i e d  why h e  
threw smoke. We had problems g e t t i n g  c e r t a i n  c o l o r s  o f  smoke, 
f o r  example. 

Q Who would normal ly  t r a n s m i t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  
t h e  ground commander? 

A.  It  would be  one of  t h e  gunships ,  sir.  

Q. One of t h e  gunships?  H e  would p i c k  up t h e  
in format ion  from t h e  LOH and then  r e l a y  it t o  t h e  ground 
commander, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  Normally, i f  he  was r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  f o r  
example, a l l  h e  d i d  w a s  p u l l  on t h e  smoke. And t h e  p i n s  w e r e  
b rought  t o g e t h e r  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no o b s t r u c t i o n ,  
no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  smoke. He would j u s t  
throw it and a sk  i f  you s e e  any f i r e  b reak ing  r i g h t ?  They 
would never  say  t h e  c o l o r  of smoke. The person up above, 
cha l l eng ing  him, would say  he  s a w  a c e r t a i n  c o l o r ,  and a t  
t h a t  p o i n t  h e  would have t o  g e t  around,  v i s u a l l y  look  
back,  and s a y ,  "Yes, r o g e r  g r e e n , "  o r  " roge r  r e d , "  whichever 
t h e  c o l o r  might be.  

Q. Would h e  make any a t t empt  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e  
c o l o r s  of smoke i f  h e  saw a weapon, o r  a wounded noncombatant? 

A.  .I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d i d n ' t  go by t h e  SOP o f  
c o l o r s .  T i m e  i s  s o  e s s e n t i a l  i n  one g e t t i n g  away f o r  t h e  
enemy, i f  t h a t ' s  what it i s ,  one c m ' t  be concerned about  
whether h e ' s  p u l l i n g  t h e  green smoke t h a t  s i t s  on t h e  r i g h t  
o r  t h e  yel low t h a t  s i t s  on t h e  l e f t -hand  s i d e .  H e  ha s  t o  
r each ,  g rab ,  and throw, and t h e n  back on t h e  gun a g a i n .  I 
never  push t h e  SOP. 

Q. Once h e  popped t h e  smoke he  would t h e n  i d e n t i f y - -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  He would always i d e n t i f y  why t h e  
smoke w a s  dropped, and anytime smoke came up a person  would 
p i c k  it up r i g h t  away and i n  h i s  mind t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  
would be:  "What i s  i t ? "  

Q. So i f  h e  was marking a wounded noncombatant w i th  
smoke, perhaps  he  would c i t e  t h e  c o l o r  and say:  "A wounded 
noncombatant. " 
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A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g ]A wounded person, yes ,  sir. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t .  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  j u s t  th ink  
r e a l  hard  f o r  a  minute and I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  s e e  i f  
you can r e c a l l  everything t h a t  Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON 
s a i d  which you i n  t u r n  had repeated.  

A. He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
reconning by f i r e  going on i n  t h e  a r e a  and t h a t  he 
personal ly  saw people moving i n t o  a  hootch. They had 
no weapons. They were n o t  mi l i ta ry-age  males. They 
weren ' t  suspec t s  i n  h i s  mind. He re layed t h i s  t o  t h e  
gun, t o l d  them t o  t e l l  t h e  people down t h e r e  t o  hold o f f  
t h e i r  f i r e  from t h i s  a r e a ,  t h a t  we would s t a y  over  i t ,  
we would keep t h i s  a r e a  i n  s i g h t ;  t h a t  t h e r e  were people 
down t h e r e ;  and t h a t  t h e i r  f i r i n g  would i n  f a c t  endanger 
them. The response t h a t  came back as he r e l a t e d  it t o  me 
was t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  we've go t  our  jcb t o  do and we ' re  
going t o  cont inue t h i s - - t h i s  modus operandi.  He then 
landed t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  people about t h i s  and apparent ly  
ended up with t h e  same response and a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  
time he t o l d  them he was going out  himself and they had 
b e t t e r  n o t  shoot  him. A t  t h a t  p o i n t  and time he went 
out.  I ' m  no t  c l e a r  i n  my mind a t  a l l  a s  t o  t h e  time 
i n t e r v a l  between landing t h e  f i r s t  time and he and t h e  gun 
landing t h e  second time. But I know t h e r e  were 
two d i s t i n c t  landings.  I c o u l d n ' t  p l ace  e i t h e r  one 
of t h e s e  on t h e  ground. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  roads o r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  where t h e  
landings happened. I do know they were ahead of t h e  
t roops.  This information came back t o  me p r i o r  t o  h i s  
ever  coming back and r e p o r t i n g  it. This i s  one of t h e  
r e p o r t s  t h a t  came i n  and t h i s  i s  r e a l l y  what a l e r t e d  me. 
The problem was between t h e  ground t roops  and my own men, 
and they were landing  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  t roops ,  which i s  
unusual t o  say t h e  l e a s t ,  sir. 

Q- Do you know where he picked up t h e  c h i l d  t h a t  
he subsequent ly took t o  Quang Ngai h o s p i t a l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know--an a r e a  on t h e  ground, sir. 

Q- How was it with t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n  and t h e  s e v e r i t y  
of it t h a t  you d i d n ' t  go down and r e a l l y  go i n t o  d e t a i l s  of 
what took p lace?  
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A.  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  r e a l l y  
t h a t  many people  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I p e r s o n a l l y  thought  t h a t  
t hey  landed by t h e  hootch and took t h o s e  people  i n  t h e  
hootch ,  and I had no i d e a  no r  d i d  t hey  impress ' o n  m e  t h a t  
t h e r e  were more people  involved .  The o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
thought  w a s  t h a t  t h e  people  w e r e  wounded from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
and t h i s  d i d  n o t  make a l a s t i n g  impress ion  on my mind. Th i s  
w a s  an unavoidable  happening. 

Q Y e t ,  you see, a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  and I would 
t a k e  it dur ing  a l l  t h i s  t i m e ,  you knew very  l i t t l e  about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

A .  U n t i l  he  came t o  m e ,  y e s ,  sir. 

Q You have t o l d  us very  l i t t l e  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q So you w e r e n ' t  enough concerned about  t h i s  t h a t  
you would go i n t o  dep th  and f i n d  o u t  where it took p l a c e  
and who was involved  i n  it. For  example, where t h e  one 
gunship landed and whether  two t r i p s  were made o r  e x a c t l y  
what w a s  involved  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  Well,  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was one gunship t h a t  
l anded ,  one LOH, and one s h i p  t h a t  never  landed.  Beyond t h e  
f a c t  that - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Are you s u r e  of t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q How many people  w e r e  e x t r a c t e d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  g i v e  you any e x a c t  number. I t  w a s  one 
load  as I r e c a l l  it. I t h i n k  t h a t  maybe 18 months ago it 
was c l e a r  i n  my mind how many people .  Today I c a n ' t  say .  

Q Would you p u t  n i n e  people  aboard a gunship 
t h a t  w a s  a l r e a d y  h e a v i l y  loaded? 

A.  No, s ir .  I wou ldn ' t  say  t h a t  it i s n ' t  imposs ib l e  
t o  p u t  n ine .  I can on ly  go back t o  an i n c i d e n t  where I w a s  
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evacuating a v i l l a g e  and I c a l l e d  f o r  a number of Chinooks 
t o  evacuate  250 and one Chinook appeared and it was g e t t i n g  
dark. I go t  q u i t e  concerned, b u t  I put  250 i n  t h a t  one 
Chinook and f lew it o u t .  So it wouldn't  alarm me t o  say 
t h a t  you can s t i c k  n ine  Vienamese aboard a gunship even 
with a l l  t h e  armament aboard. I wouldn ' t  do it, b u t  what 
they d id . . .  

Q *  A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime who was re l ay ing  from 
t h e  LOH t o  t h e  ground? 

A. Normally it would have been t h e  low sh ip .  The 
high s h i p  always communicated back with my TOC and t h e  
o the r  s h i p  was monitoring t h e  b a t t a l i o n  frequency. I was 
never a b l e  t o  monitor what was going on from ground u n i t  
t o  ground u n i t  because of t h e  t e r r a i n .  

Q - I f  M r .  THOMPSON go t  o u t  of h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  a t  t h e  
s i t e  by t h e  hootch o r  wherever it may have been by t h e s e  
people, he  would have t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  t o  com-
municate wi th  h i s  low gunship, would he n o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I have nothing f u r t h e r  t o  ask you a t  t h i s  time 
concerning your d i scuss ion  with Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, 
with what he  t o l d  you, b u t  I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  keep 
your th ink ing  cap on and s e e  i f  it ever  comes back--what 
he t o l d  you. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  l e t  us know, and I 
would be very happy t o  have you r e e n t e r  a s  a wi tness  i n  
t h i s  hear ing .  

MR MACCRATE: When Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON f i r s t  repor ted  
t o  you back a t  LZ Dot t i e  on t h e  morning of t h e  16th  of 
March, who e l s e  was p resen t  a t  t h e  t ime. You may have 
t o l d  us ,  b u t  I missed t h a t  po in t?  

A. I know t h a t  t h e r e  were more, and I am almost 
s u r e  i n  my mind t h e r e  were probably M r .  MILLIANS and I c a n ' t  
be too  s u r e ,  b u t  probably one of t h e  p i l o t s  from one of t h e  
o t h e r  s h i p s .  But I know t h e r e  was more than one who came up 
and spoke t o  me and it wouldn't  have been an e n l i s t e d  man. 
They r a r e l y  came up i n  a mat ter  l i k e  t h a t .  It would be t h e  
o f f i c e r s  t h a t  would r e l a y  the  information.  

Q. Would you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any ,d i scuss ion  
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wi th  M r .  MILLIANS a t  t h i s  time? 

A. I f  I remember, I centered  almost a l l  my a t t e n -
t i o n  on M r .  THOMPSON, because he was t h e  one who spoke 
t o  t h e  man on t h e  ground. I may be remiss i n  t h i s ,  b u t  my 
concern was over t h e  p i l o t  and t h e  man on t h e  ground. 
Because u n t i l  I read i n  t h e  paper ,  I had no i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  
were a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of people k i l l e d .  

Q You knew a t  t h i s  time t h a t  M r .  MILLIANS had 
landed h i s  gunship? 

A. Yes, sir.  This--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  This  was a r a t h e r  unusual t h i n g  
f o r  one t o  do, was it not?  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q And d i d  you ques t ion  him about t h e  wisdom of 
t h i s  a c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I d id  cover t h a t  i n  a p o i n t  with him. 

2 And what d i d  he  t e l l  you by way of explanat ion?  

A. The people were t h e r e ;  they were wounded, and 
they  needed t o  be o u t  of t h e  a r e a ,  and he d i d  it. I wouldn't  
be a f r a i d  t o  say t h a t  I t o l d  him never t o  do t h a t  aga in .  

Q Well, d i d  you t e l l  him t h a t ?  

A.  Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether I d id  o r  n o t ,  b u t  
i f  it was a l l eged  t h a t  I s a i d  t h i s ,  I wouldn'k have any 
qualms about it. I probably d i d  say it. 

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime a s  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d i d  i n  f a c t  say t h a t .  

Q - Did M r .  MILLIANS at tempt  t o  j u s t i f y  what he 
had done? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  h e  f e l t  compassion f o r  t h e  people. He 
was t o l d  t h e r e  were more of them down t h e r e .  The LOH 
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  them, and he  took it upon himself t o  do t h i s  
and I ' m  s u r e  I d i d n ' t  approve of it. 
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Q Did he i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he regarded t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
. as  being something o u t  of t h e  o rd ina ry?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  They had t a l k e d  a f t e r  they had g o t t e n  
. back. By t h e  t i m e  they came up t o  m e  they a l l  f e l t  t h a t  

t h e r e  was something going on t h a t  was n o t  r i g h t ,  and t h e r e  
was too  much f i r i n g .  T h e  people w e r e  exposed t o  t h i s  f i r e  

. and they s h o u l d n ' t  have been. 

Q e  Subsequently d i d  you send M r .  MILLIANS t o  speak
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON o r  wi th  anyone involved i n  t h i s  
subsequent i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  I thought t h e  t h r e e  people  t h a t  I 
s e n t  up w e r e  M r .  THOMPSON, M r .  MILLIANS, and one of t h e  
o t h e r  AC. I t h i n k  it was M r .  BAKER. T h a t ' s  t h e  t h r e e  a s  I 
r e c a l l  I s e n t  up t h e r e .  I wouldn' t  swear t o  t h i s .  This 
i s  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  back a s  t o  who would have been t h e  key 
people t o  r e l a y  t h e i r  r a t i o n a l e  and what they s a i d  and 
why they s a i d  it. 

MR MACCRATE: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

MR WEST: You, a t  one t ime,  spoke of s n i p e r  f i r e  i n  t h e  
hamlet whi le  t h e  t roops  were moving through. Was t h i s  
based on r a d i o  t r a f f i c  o r  d i d  you see o r  h e a r  any f i r i n g  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ? '  

A. I pe r sona l ly  d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  any f i r i n g ,  
b u t  whi le  I was o u t  I was on a s e p a r a t e  mission.  My 

- people w e r e n ' t  r e p o r t i n g  any s i g n i f i c a n t  f i r i n g  a t  a l l .  
They cont inued t h e i r  mission.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  they 
had- a s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t  engagement. 

Q- Going back aga in ,  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  M r .  
THOMPSON made t o  you. He was t o l d  by someone i n  t h e  gun-
s h i p  t h a t  t h e  people  on t h e  ground s a i d :  "We have our  job 
t o  do now." Who would have been t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  ground and 
r e l ayed  t h i s  message t o  M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. I t  would have been t h e  low gunship.  

Q. What i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. This  could be t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander, b u t  
he o f t en t imes  i s  n o t  t h e  man t h a t  manipulates  t h e  r ad io .  

Q. Could you g ive  any name, who it might have been 
who a c t u a l l y  handled t h e  r a d i o ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t ,  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Would t h a t  have been i n  M r .  BAKER'S s h i p  o r  
MILLIAN ' s ?  

A. I t  would have been i n  M I L L I A N 1 s  s h i p .  

10: Could t h a t  have been Lieutenant  o r  Captain 
LIVINGSTON a t  t h e  time? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it could have been. 

10: We w i l l  t ake  a s h o r t  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1159 hours ,  8 
December 196 9 .  ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1215 hours ,  8 
3ecember 1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t b  o rde r .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed  a r e  again p r e s e n t  except  M r .  WEST. 

10: Major WATKE, who was monitoring your r a d i o  i n  
your TOC o r  whatever base you had during t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. By name, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I always had an 
o f f i c e r  i n  t h e r e  who was my opera t ions  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  p la toon l eader .  Captain MOE was probably the  
o f f i c e r  i n  the  van t h a t  day. 

COL MILLER: What was h i s  job? 

A. He was t h e  company opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  

10: Would he have maintained a l o g  of c r i t i c a l  
i tems of conversat ion? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  w e  maintained a log.  We attempted 
t o  w r i t e  down a l l  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  
were repor ted .  

Q Do you know what happened t o  these  logs?  Did 
you have t o  t u r n  them i n  t o  h igher  headquarters?  
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A. No, s i r ,  we d id  not  t u r n  them i n .  

10: I t h i n k  t h i s  completes our  ques t ion ing  f o r  t h e  
moment Major WATKE. 

I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  make 
any a d d i t i o n a l  s ta tement  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o ,  o r  submit 
any a d d i t i o n a l  information which i n  your judgment w i l l  
a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A .  The only  t h i n g  I can say ,  i f  it sheds any l i g h t .  In 
my mind, and I t h i n k  i n  t h e  minds of many people,  nobody 
suspected t h a t  what went on i n  t h i s  opera t ion  would be 
anything s i m i l a r  t o  what i s  being a l l e g e d  now a s  a r e s u l t  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by t h e  I G .  I c e r t a i n l y  d i d  no t  r e l a t e  
any more t o  h igher  headquarters  than what I have s a i d  here.  
don ' t  know i n  my own mind what r e a l l y  went on on t h e  ground. 
That is  a l l ,  sir.  

10. Since you a r e  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y ,  i n  
t h i s  bu i ld ing ,  we may a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  c a l l  you back f o r  
some a d d i t i o n a l  testimony o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  I would l i k e  
t o  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  time t h a t  it i s  important  t h a t  you provide 
us any documents, t apes ,  photos,  o r  information you may 
have regarding  any i n q u i r i e s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  o r  any such 
th ing  r e l a t i n g  t o  you o r  anyone who may have knowledge of 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  which we have under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I might a l s o  ask t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel BREEN, f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  from you, poss ib ly  i n  a s s i s t i n g  i n  l o c a t i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  wi tnesses  who may know of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The hea r ing  w i l l  reces's u n t i l  1400. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1219 hours ,  8 December 

1 9 6 9 .) 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0910 hours ,  10  
December 1969. ) 

10: .The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL WILSON, COL 
FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  board i s  r e c a l l i n g  Major F reder i c  W. 
WATKE. 

(MAJ WATKE was r e c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was re-
minded t h a t  he was s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

10: Major WATKE, I would f i r s t  l i k e  t o  r e read  t o  you 
t h e  purpose of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it s t a t e s  
t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre tary  
of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  t h e  
purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  chain of command, of what is now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding 
of information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Do you have 
any ques t ions  concerning those two purposes of t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

10: Now we have heard your testimony. We have a l s o  
heard t h e  testimony from other  wi tnesses .  Your testimony i s  
a t  cons iderable  var iance  w i t h  information given by o t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  T h i s  could be poss ib ly  caused by a  l a p s e  of  
memory on your p a r t .  I t  could be caused by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you 
a r e  no t  g iv ing  us the  t r u e  f a c t s  or may be f a l s i f y i n g  your 
testimony. For t h i s  reason, I ' m  c a l l i n g  t h i s  t o  your a t t e n t i o n -  
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We a r e  going t o  r e c a l l  you as a  w i t n e s s ,  b u t  we are going t o  
give YOU s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  t o  t h i n k  t h i s  ove r  and determine 
i n  your mind whether  you d e s i r e  t o  seek  counse l  i n  
reappearing b e f o r e  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I thought  about  it f o r  18 months, I 

guess,  s i r .  And what I gave you t h e  day b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y ,  

sir ,  a s  I recall  it, i s  the facts. I d i d  n o t  l i e .  I d o n ' t  

r eg re t  any th ing  I s a i d ,  s ir .  I f  I s a i d  something t h a t  was 

wrong, I ' m  n o t  knowingly o r  w i l l f u l l y  ho ld ing  anyth ing  back. 


Q *  W e l l ,  Colonel  MILLER, would you g i v e  him any 
a d d i t i o n a l  l e g a l  guidance which may be  necessary?  

COL MILLER: I n  view of what you j u s t  have been t o l d ,  I 
want t o  be ve ry  c e r t a i n  you do  unders tand what your  r i g h t s  are 
with  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

F i r s t ,  you do have t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t .  

Second, any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do make may be 

used a g a i n s t  you a s  ev idence  i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  


T h i r d ,  you have the r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  counse l ,  
a  q u a l i f i e d  lawyer ,  and t o  have such counse l  p r e s e n t  w i th  
you du r ing  your  q u e s t i o n i n g .  You can r e t a i n  such counse l  a t  
your own expense o r  counse l  w i l l  be appoin ted  f o r  you a t  no 
expense t o  you. Inasmuch as you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  appoin ted  counse l  may be  m i l i t a r y  
counsel  of your  own s e l e c t i o n  i f  he i s  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e .  

Even i f  you d e c i d e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  now, 
wi thout  having counse l  p r e s e n t ,  you may s t o p  answering 
ques t ions  a t  any t ime.  However, t h e  g e n e r a l  i n d i c a t e d  he 
wishes t o  g i v e  you t i m e  t o  cons ide r  t h i s  m a t t e r .  I f  you 
decide t o  answer f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  you may r e q u e s t  counsel  a t  
any t ime d u r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g .  Do you unders tand  t h i s  
mat te r?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. No. 

10: I t h i n k  i n  f a i r n e s s  t o  you, w e  should  p o i n t  o u t  
t h a t  t h e  a r e a s  w e  a r e  most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  are t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
which was r e p o r t e d  t o  you concerning t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ;  
t h a t  which you passed on t o  your  s e n i o r  commander; t h a t  which 
you may have passed  on t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n ;  and t h a t  which you 
may have g iven  i n  a subsequent  conference a t  LZ D o t t i e .  
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A. y e s ,  sir.  

Q Now, do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h e  
primary a r e a s  of i n t e r e s t  w e  are concerned wi th?  

A.  NO, sir. 

Q I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  t h i s  one over .  I would 
l i k e  you t o  be  a v a i l a b l e  a t  about  1500 t h i s  a f te rnoon.  If 
you do n o t  cons ider  your se l f  ready a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  w e  w i l l  de lay  
u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  you a r e  ready.  But w e  w i l l  g e t  i n  touch 
wi th  you about  1500. It  could be conceivably a t  1600. I t  
would be i n  t h e  1500-1600 t i m e  frame, when w e  would want you 
t o  appear be£o r e  this group. 

T h e  hea r ing  w i l l  be  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  was r e c e s s e d  a t  0917 hours ,  10 
December 1 969 .) 
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CThe hear ing  reconvened a t  0 9 4 6  hours ,  11 

December 19 69 . I  


I 0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, COL 
WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN. 

(PFC James D. CHRISTIAN, t h e  appointed 

r e p o r t e r ,  was duly sworn. ) 


The next  wi tness  i s  Major Frederick W.  WATKE. 

(MAJ WATKE was r e c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was 

reminded t h a t  he was st.ill under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as  

follows :1 


Major WATKE, a r e  you represe2ted  by counsel? 

A.  Y e s  , sir .  

RCDR : W i l l  counsel s t a t e  h i s  name f o r  t h e  record? 

I C :  Captain Richard F. LOCKE, L i t i g a t i o n  Divis ion ,  
Off ice  of The Judge Advocate General ,  Washington, D.C. 

I 0 r Colonel MILLER, do you have any i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  g ive  t o  Major WATKE? 

COL MILLER: Major WATKE, you were informed yes terday  of 
your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and r i g h t  t o  counsel.  I n o t i c e  t h a t  
you now have counsel.  Have you had ample oppor tuni ty  t o  
consu l t  wi th  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so.  

Q - Do you have any f u r t h e r  explanat ion  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  have of your r i g h t s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir.  I th ink  I understand you. 

Q. D o  you wish t o  make a s tatement? 

A. Simply t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  cap ta in  i s  h e r e  
hopeful ly  t o  a s s i s t  me i n  making a c l e a r e r  explanat ion  of 
what t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  day so you w i l l  understand it. 
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Q - W e  i n t e n d  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  t h i s  morning t o  g i v e  
you an oppor tun i ty  t o  c l a r i f y .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q A r e  you aware t h a t  you can c o n s u l t  w i t h  your  
counse l  a t  any t ime? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. I n d i v i d u a l  counse l ,  are you ready t o  proceed? 

I C :  Y e s ,  sir. 

10: Before w e  proceed w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  assist  you i n  your t h i n k i n g  about  whom you are 
t a l k i n g  t o .  W e  have purpose ly  brought  i n t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t e a m  some people  who a r e  exper ienced  i n  combat o p e r a t i o n s  
s o  t h a t  they  would have a f e e l  f o r  about  how you should  act  
and r e a c t  having been provided  c e r t a i n  i n fo rma t ion  under 
c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s .  I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  combat c o n d i t i o n s  
w i t h  i n f a n t r y  u n i t s ,  a v i a t i o n  u n i t s ,  and s o  on. Now, 
t h i s  i s n ' t  t o  say  t h a t  t h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  t h e  way t h i n g s  are 
o p e r a t e d  i n  Task Force Barker ,  o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  o r  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  o r  i n  I Corps,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  b u t  
g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  w i t h  t h e  guidance which w a s  i s s u e d  by 
MACV, we would know t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  should  s t i c k  i n  
your  mind, which are r e a l l y  t h e  impor tan t  t h i n g s  as f a r  as 
t h e  command i s  concerned. 

What I am going t o  do i s  t o  go through your  
tes t imony and ask q u e s t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  test i-
moliy as it w a s  p r e sen ted  a t  t h e  l a s t  hear ing .  I would l i k e  
t o  go back t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g  g iven  by t h e  Task Force  Barker  
s t a f f  on t h e  a f t e rnoon  of 15  March. I b e l i e v e  you w e r e  
p r e s e n t  t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Who e l s e  w a s  t h e r e ?  

A. Colonel  BARKER was p r e s e n t .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  
s e r g e a n t ,  whose name I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I f r e q u e n t l y  s a w  
him and he worked a lmost  d a i l y  i n  t h e  TOC--he w a s  t h e r e .  
To some degree  he  w a s  k ind  of my p o i n t  of c o n t a c t .  T h a t ' s  
t h e  r ea son  I r e c o l l e c t  h i s  p resence .  There was an i n t e l l i -
gence o f f i c e r  o r  an o f f i c e r  gave the i n t e l l i g e n c e  p i c t u r e ,  I 
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assume he was t h e  S2. I had no reason t o  b e l i e v e  he was 
not.  

Q* Was h i s  name Captain KOTOUC? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. The only names t h a t  I can 
remember from t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  d i s t i n c t l y  i s  Major CALHOUN 

and Colonel BARKER. 


Q- Was CALHOUN p resen t?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he was, s ir ,  bu t  again I c a n ' t  be 
p o s i t i v e .  I am q u i t e  s u r e  that he was. 

Q- Was h i s  opera t ions  se rgean t  p resen t?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q- Who e l s e  was p r e s e n t .  

A. There was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  t h a t  was going t o  conduct t h e  l i f t .  

Q- Who was t h a t ?  

A. Once again I am n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  t h e  more I t r y  t o  
th ink  about  i t ,  it wasn ' t  t h e  commander. I met t h e  commander 
one time be fo re  t h a t .  And whether it was be fo re  t h i s  
opera t ion  o r  a f t e r  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  it seems t o  me t h a t  
we d iscussed  i n  t h e  meeting a s p e c t s  of t h e  a v i a t i o n  s i t e s - -  
a i r space  f o r  one thing--the t h i n g  t h a t  i s  always t o  be 
considered. So, it was resolved--I  j u s t  th ink  t h a t  it 
wasn ' t  t h e  commander. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were r ep resen ta t ives - -

Q a  
 ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  whether t h i s  indiv id-  
u a l ,  t o  r e f r e s h  your memory, was from t h e  174th Aviat ion 
Company from Duc Pho, o r  whether he was another  o f f i c e r  
from another  u n i t  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  a t  Chu Lai?  

A. I c a n ' t  be s u r e ,  no, s ir .  The l i f t  was p r i n c i p a l l y  
coming o u t  of Duc Pho then. I ' m  only  surmising now. I t  
was probably t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  ou t  
of t h a t  u n i t .  This  was more f r equen t ly  t h e  case when I 
was i n  the  196th.  Normally, un less  it was a very l a r g e  
l i f t ,  t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  from t h e  
71st  Aviat ion Company which was a l s o  a member of t h e  14th 
B a t t a l i o n  would come f o r  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  and f o r  t h e  coordina- 
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t i o n s ,  and n o t  t h e  S3 o r  t h &  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  b a t t a -
l i o n .  

Q. They d id  no t  make it a p r a c t i c e  i n  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  
when you were having an opera t ion  of n ine  o r  poss ib ly  t e n  
s l i c k s  and t h e  suppor t ing  guns, and poss ib ly  going i n t o  a 
h o t  LZ, t o  have t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r  t h e r e ?  

A. They might have the  f l i g h t  l eader .  Once again I 
almost have t o  go back t o  my experience w i t h  t h e  196th,  
which i s  s t i l l  t h e  same. Most of t h e  a s s e t s  were coming 
from a given company. The b a t t a l i o n ,  many t i m e s ,  d i d  n o t  
f u r n i s h  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  simply because a l l  t h e  a s s e t s  
belonged t o  t h a t  commander and he would be t h e  s e n i o r  
man, the  a v i a t i o n  man, p r e s e n t .  This was t h e  case i n  
p o i n t  on t h e  16 th  of March. That i s ,  the  preponderance, i f  
n o t  a l l ,  of t h e  a i r c r a f t  came from Duc Pho and noth ing  
would have been abnormal i n  my mind t h a t  the  representa-
t i v e  was from Duc Pho, which I t h ink  he w a s .  

Q To your knowledge who e l s e  was p resen t?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  I was introduced t o  s e v e r a l  ground 
personnel .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  n o t  c l e a r  whether it was t h e  
company commander o r  whether it was a platoon l e a d e r  repre-
s e n t i n g  him, b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was an i n t r o d u c t i o n  before  
t h e  b r i e f i n g  took p lace  where I met a number of people.  
Another t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind i s  t h a t  one of t h e  u n i t s  
was no t  represented  and t h e r e  was a reason f o r  it. I t  seems 
t o  me they were s t i l l  c l o s i n g  on an area .  T h a t ' s  a s  much as 
I can r e c a l l .  

Q A s  f a r  as  - t h e  comrr~anders, t h a t  genera l ly  fol lows.  
How about a r t i l l e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ?  

A. I ' m  su re  t h e r e  was one t h e r e  because t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
was d iscussed  and the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be a  prepara t ion .  
I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was one, b u t  whether he was a b a t t e r y  
commander o r  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  I c a n ' t  be s u r e .  

Q Can you th ink  of anybody e l s e  who was t h e r e ,  who 
may have knowledge of t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Now, you were t h e r e  when t h e  S2 gave
the  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g  of t h e  a rea?  
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' A. Y e s  , sir. 

a - I want t o  focus  on t h e  hamle t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
What d i d  he s ay  concerning My La i  ( 4 )  and what t hey  could 
expec t  when they  landed t h e  fo l lowing  morning? 

A. Again, s i r ,  I w a s  b r i e f e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  on t h i s  
ope ra t ion .  It was d i s c u s s e d  because I was c o h a b i t a t i n g .  
How much of t h i s  was a c t u a l l y  given a t  t h a t  meeting and how 
much of what I am about  t o  say  might  have been a l l u d e d  t o  o r  
mentioned even p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  I am n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  s u r e ,  b u t  
t h e r e  had been two p rev ious  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  area of  
t h e  My L a i  complex ( 4 )  o r  (51 o r  ( 1 ) .  On bo th  of t h o s e  
occas ions  the o p e r a t i o n  commenced a t  q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  from 
My La i  (1), t h a t  i s  from g e n e r a l l y  t h e  southwest  and nor th-  
w e s t ,  converging on My L a i  (1). Heavy c o n t a c t  r e s u l t e d  i n  
both  of t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s .  Ne i the r  one was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
o b t a i n i n g  My L a i  (1)whi l e  t h e  u n i t  w a s  s t i l l  i n  c o n t a c t .  
They had always been s topped  s h o r t  of  t h e r e ,  and My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  
as b e s t  as I cm r e c a l l ,  was t h e  p o i n t  a t  which t h e  c o n t a c t  
had broken o f f .  A t  l e a s t  it w a s  one of  t h e  a r e a s  of t h e  
pe r ime te r  of  t h e s e - p r e v i o u s  c o n t a c t s  where the enemy j u s t  
d isappeared and faded away, and t h e y  l o s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  them. 
They f e l t  t h a t  it was h o s t i l e - - t h a t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime 
they would make c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy aga in .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  t hey  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s a i d ,  "We're going t o  
have c o n t a c t  a t  t h a t  p o i n t , "  b u t  it was very l o g i c a l  t o  
expec t  t h a t .  They were ve ry  a p t  t o  b e  i n  c o n t a c t  i n  t h e  
very beg inn ing .  But t h e  essence  o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l n e s s  of  
g e t t i n g  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  was such t h a t  they  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  
c o u l d n ' t  s t a r t  any f u r t h e r  away, o r  t h a t  t hey  would never  
c o n t a c t  them t h a t  day. They wanted t o  e n t r a p  t h e  enemy. 
This w a s  t h e  t a c t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  
w e l l  as t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  p i c t u r e  as I r e c a l l  it. 

Q. That  i s  what I am a s k i n g  you about ,  t h e  i n t e l l i -  
gence p i c t u r e .  What d i d  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  t e l l  them 
about  what t hey  could  expec t  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  immediately when 
they  landed on t h e  morning of  16 March? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he s a i d  anyth ing  about  a 
given s i z e  u n i t  t h a t  t hey  would encoun te r ,  b u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l -  
i t y  of encoun te r ing  an enemy f o r c e  w a s  ve ry  p o s s i b l e .  

Q o  A squad i s  an enemy f o r c e .  A regiment  i s  
another  one.  I want t o  g e t  from you your mental  p i c t u r e  o f  
what he has  p a i n t e d  f o r  them when they  went i n  t h e r e  t h e  
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fol lowing morning. 

A. I c a n ' t  recall t h e  s i z e  of t h e  u n i t ,  sir. It 
seems t o  me probably a company i f  I had t o  pin--I  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  someone s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a company i n  My 
La i  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  they would have 
made any g r e a t  s t r e s s  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you would encounter 
a squad i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  and as  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  was a 
b a t t a l i o n  o u t  t h e r e  thought  t o  be i n  t h e  e n t i r e  complex. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  they expected t o  meet t h a t  e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n  
i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  A company i s  t h e  s i z e  f o r c e  t h a t  they  w e r e  
a p t  t o  encounter i n  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

Q I t a k e  it from what you s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
nothing then  s t a t e d  by t h e  S2 which would cause r e a l l y  
undue alarm a s  f a r  a s ,  "Boy, w e  a r e  r e a l l y  going t o  have a 
con tac t  h e r e  and t h i s  i s  going t o  be a  head-knocker," you 
know? 

A. Well, s i r ,  i f  1 0 0  men g e t  o u t  of a 
h e l i c o p t e r  and a VC company would be r i g h t  t h e r e  it would 
be a head-knocker. S i r ,  I don ' t  mean t o  cons t rue  t h a t  
they d i d n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e .  They could have a n t i c i p a t e d  a 
b a t t l e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  They f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  could be  enough 
eneay a t  t h a t  loca t ion  t h a t  t h a t  would be a h e l l  of a f i g h t  
r i g h t  t h e r e .  That was construed. I 'did g e t  t h a t  o u t  of t h e  
b r i e f i n g ,  yes ,  sir.  

Q. This  i s  what I am t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t .  I 
recognize t h a t  you c a n ' t  remember t h e  exact  words and s o  , 

f o r t h ,  b u t  I want t o  f i n d  o u t  what was t h e  p i c t u r e  pa in ted?  
What was t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e s e  men when they went i n ?  

A. The a t t i t u d e  w a s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  they would l i k e l y ,  
from t h e  p o i n t  when t h e  b a t t l e  s t a r t e d ,  they were a p t  t o  
have a b a t t l e  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  b a t .  

Q - They may have t o  f i g h t  t h e i r  way from t h e  LZ 
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  Yes, s i r ,  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
which was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My La i  (1). 
Q. What d id  they  say about t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  

A. The genera l  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  they were sympathetic 
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t o  t h e  VC, t h a t  they were a p t  t o  be t h e  V C ' s  f a m i l i e s .  

Q* Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about the  c i v i l i a n s  being 
gone t o  market? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  my mind, t h a t  
it was d iscussed .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  being t h e  t o p i c  
of t h e  conversat ion.  I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  Colonel BARKER d i scuss ing  th is  
po in t  wi th  t h e  S 3  and wi th  t h e  S2  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  time 
t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  would be i n i t i a t e d  i n  order  t h a t  t h e  
people would have evacuated t h e  v i l l a g e  and gone t o  t h e  
market and f i e l d s  by t h a t  time? Now t h e s e  a r e  t h e  c r u c i a l  
th ings  t h a t  I am t a l k i n g  about t h a t  should s t i c k  i n  
people ' s  minds. 

A. Honestly,  I c a n ' t  say.  I know t h a t  they  a n t i c i -
pated me be ing  a b l e  t o  look--they expected some people t o  
e x f i l t r a t e  o u t  of t h e  a r e a  of opera t ion  and one of my 
primary missions w a s  t o  i n s u r e  i n  my mind and i n s u r e  them 
t h a t  t h e  VC w e r e n ' t  walking ou t  wi th  them. Whether o r  n o t  
they expected most of t h e  people t o  be gone from t h e  a r e a  
a t  the time of t h e  opera t ion ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 
I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Was t h e r e  any s ta tement  o r  in fe rence  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  everyth ing  they ran  i n t o  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e  was 
going t a  be VC? 

No, s ir .  

You never gained t h a t  impression? 

No, sir.  

Q. You have f a i r l y  we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of 
the LZ. What was s a i d  about t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep? 

A. - Each of t h e  LZ ' s  would be--

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I am only t a l k i n g  about My L a i .  ( 4 ) .  

A. There would be a p repara t ion  i n  advance of t h e  
landing of t h e  t roops .  

Q. Do you know s p e c i f i c a l l y  where the  a r t i l l e r y  
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p r e p a r a t i o n  was t o  b e  p l aced?  

A.  No more s p e c i f i c a l l y  t han  I can p o s i t i v e l y  p u t  
my f i n g e r  on t h e  LZ. I t  was i n  t h e  LZ and t h e  immediate 
proximity  of t h e  LZ as opposed t o  be ing  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  
My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Q D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  p rep  on My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A.  No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  no, sir. I do 
n o t  recal l .  

Q Between t h e  e x a c t  l and ing  s i t e  of t h e  LZ and 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  on t h e  map, s i r ,  t h e  p i c t o r i a l  photograph,  
t h e r e  i s  a wood l i n e  o f f  of t h e  LZ. I c a n ' t  s ay  t h a t  I 
know t h a t  i t  was d i s c u s s e d ,  t h a t  "we ' re  going t o  h i t  t h a t , "  
b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  was i n  t h e  p l an ,  t o  h i t  t h a t  tree l i n e  
t h a t  w a s  immediately e a s t  of  t h e  l and ing  zone i t s e l f .  The 
reason  I say  it i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c .  I would have assumed t h a t  
they  would f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e  men and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and a l l ,  t h a t  t hey  would h i t  t h a t  t r e e  l i n e ,  because i f  t h e  
enemy was t h e r e  it seems t o  me t h a t  they  would be  i n  t h a t  
t ree l i n e .  

10: Le t  me have t h a t  photo,  w i l l  you? 

(Recorder hands photo t o  10.) 

I show you t h e  marked photo ( 1 a t e r . a d m i t t e d  as 
E x h i b i t  P-1C) t h a t  you have prepared  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  LZ. 

. Which t r e e  l i n e  a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. I t  would b e  t h i s  l i n e  a long h e r e ,  s i r .  They 
came r i g h t  a long and landed i n  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e .  

Q Would you mark t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of where you 
thought  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  was t o  be  p l aced  and 
where it w a s  p laced?  

A. P r i n c i p a l l y ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I t h i n k  they  landed 
probably ove r  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

MR WEST: For t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you d e s c r i b e  where you a r e  
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po in t ing?  

A. From c i r c l e  number one t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
LZ which would l o g i c a l l y  be  one-half  i n c h  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  
east. 
10: To t h e  e a s t ,  t h a t  would b e  maybe 50 t o  75 meters. 

A. And t h a t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  tree l i n e  would be  
immediately east of t h a t ,  

Q- Would you i n d i c a t e  by a c i r c l e  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  
gene ra l  a r e a  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was t o  go i n ?  

COL MILLER: H e  i s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

I0: You w i l l  s o  mark t h a t .  I d e n t i f y  it on t h e  
photo,  p l e a s e ,  w i t h  t h e  number 4 .  

(Witness does as r e q u e s t e d , )  

Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n ,  d i d  you h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  concerning 
t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of bunkers ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of hoo tches ,  t h e  k i l l i n g  of l i v e s t o c k ?  

A. No, s ir .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t - - I  have t o  q u a l i f y  
t h i s  i n  t h e  same way, sir. I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t hey  were going 
t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  bunkers and a l l ,  b u t  I do  n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  g iven  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  would be  
des t royed  and t h e  l i v e s t o c k  would b e  des t royed .  

Q- Did you e v e r  h e a r  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  such as,  
"We' l l  l e v e l  t h i s  p l a c e " ?  

A. N O ,  sir. 
1 

Q. Was t h e r e  any emphasis g iven  as f a r  a s  t h e  
k i l l i n g  of t h e  noncombatants, k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  people  i n  t h e  
a r e a ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  given
concerning t h e  t r e a t m e n t  and hand l ing  of noncombatants, o r  
any p r e p a r a t i o n s  made f o r  hand l ing  them? 

(WATKE 6 5  APP T-10 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY I 

A .  I d o n ' t  recal l ,  sir. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I have been b r i e f e d  s e v e r a l  t imes  on t h i s  and it would be  
ea sy  f o r  m e  t o  r e a d  i n  and say  y e s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  s a y ,  sir.  
I would l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  I thought  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  o f  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  was r e a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  no d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  any o t h e r  
number of b r i e f i n g s  t h a t  I a t t e n d e d ;  t h a t  something would 
s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind such a s ,  "We're going t o  l e v e l  t h e  town," 
o r  "We're going t o  g e t  r i d  of  e v e r y t h i n g , "  and t h a t  t y p e  o f  
t h i n g .  

Q. Was t h i s  a w e l l  o rgan ized  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. I t  w a s  a very  t y p i c a l  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  I have been 
exposed t o  p rev ious ly .  The b r i e f i n g  was p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  my 
exposure  t o  b r i e f i n g s  i n  Vietnam. There was n o t h i n g  
s l i p s h o d  about it. Everybody was s i n c e r e .  The o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  d i scussed  i n  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  manner. 

10: A r e  t h e r e  any q u e s t i o n s  from anyone? 

COL MILLER: Do you know i f  you were t h e r e  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  . 


b r i e f i n g ?  Did you go w i t h  t h e  group when t h e  b r i e f i n g  

s t a r t e d ?  Did you s t a y  u n t i l  t h e  meeting broke  up? 


A. A f t e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  w e  
were r e l e a s e d .  Some people  s t a y e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
a s p e c t  of  t h e i r  p a r t s .  I would imagine t h a t  some people  
s t a y e d  and t a l k e d  w i t h  Colonel  BARKER, h i s  immediate people ,  
t o  d i s c u s s  something t h a t  was maybe n o t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
t h e i r  o t h e r  problems r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  command. 

Q .  You f e l t  t h a t  you were t h e r e  f o r  what w a s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I w a s  b r i e f e d  on t h e  e n t ' i r e  
o p e r a t i o n .  

I0 : Did you accompany Colonel  BARKER on t h e  a i r  
reconna issance  o f  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember f l y i n g  w i t h  
Colonel  BARKER. 

Q .  Do you remember Colonel  BARKER and h i s  u n i t  
commanders and perhaps  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander l e a v i n g  i n  
Colonel  BARKER'S C&C s h i p  t o  make a reconna issance  o f  t h e  
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a rea  t h a t  a f te rnoon?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it c l e a r l y ,  sir.  I wouldn ' t  
say t h a t  it wasn ' t  done. I t  may very w e l l  have been done--

Q- ( In t e rpos ing)  I am on ly  ask ing  i f  you saw it 
o r  i f  you had any knowledge of it. Make no suppos i t ions  i n  
these  s t a t emen t s ;  I only want what you know. 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

COL WILSON:  I n  r e l a t i n g  t h i s  ope ra t ion  t o  a previous 
ope ra t ion  of t h i s  t ype ,  combat a s s a u l t  through t h e  v i l l a g e s , ~  
have you e v e r  heard the s t a t emen t  t h a t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e  
t o  be a n n i h i l a t e d  o r  th-e people a r e  t o  be k i l l e d ?  Have you 
ever  heard  t h e  s t a t emen t ,  "There a r e  no f r i e n d l i e s  i n  t h i s  
a rea"?  

A. I have heard such t h i n g s  a s  d o n ' t  t r u s t  anybody, 
a l l u d i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  any and a l l  could be h o s t i l e ,  
b u t  I never ,  t o  my knowledge, have been t o  a b r i e f i n g  
where someone has  s a i d ,  "Everybody i s  t h e  enemy". No, s ir .  

Q- I n  which case i f  you had heard  t h i s  you would 
have remembered i t ?  

A. I 'm s u r e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Does t h i s  mean t h a t  you d i d  n o t  h e a r  t h i s  a t  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I walked away wi th  no second thoughts  
about t h i s  ope ra t ion .  There i s  noth ing  t h a t  s t ands  i n  my 
mind a s  having been d i f f e r e n t  than  any number of o t h e r s .  

Q That  i s  a l l  I have. 

COL FRANKLIN: Does t h e  name Captain Gregg NEUMANN mean 
anything t o  you? 

A. No, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q Could NEUMANN have been t h e  Dolphin l e a d e r  a t  
t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. H e  may have been,  s i r ,  it j u s t  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a 
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b e l l  now. I c a n ' t  even remember t h e  names of t h e  people  
i n  my u n i t ,  my own people .  

10: P a s s i n g  on t o  a new a r e a ,  you flew i n  t h e  
morning wi th  M r .  MILLIANS i n  t h e  low gunship? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of t h a t .  I thought  it was 
M r .  BROWN. 

Q. But you f lew i n  the-- 

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  ' y e s ,  s i r .  I f lew i n  t h e  low 
gunship on t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  of  t h e  day on t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q. Do you know whether M r .  MILLIANS went back o u t  
a f t e r  you came i n  on e i t h e r  one of t h e  gunships?  

A.  M r .  MILLIANS was o u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  landed on t h e  ground, sir.  This was on t h e  nex t  
f l i g h t .  H e  would have had to - - I  would have t o  have g o t t e n  
o u t  and ano the r  p i l o t  g o t t e n  i n  and t h i s  d i d  occur  on 
occas ions ,  b u t  I cannot  remember t h a t  I g o t  o u t  and M r .  
MILLIANS--in o t h e r  words, i f  M r .  MILLIANS f l e w  wi th  m e ,  
then  w e  came back and another  i n d i v i d u a l  g o t  i n .  I cannot  
c l e a r l y  remember t h a t .  

Q. It could  be p o s s i b l e  t hen ,  t h a t  i f  M r .  MILLIANS 
had been f l y i n g  t h e  low gunship which you w e r e  i n ,  then  he 
l i kewise  could have taken  on a new c o p i l o t  o r  a d i f f e r e n t  
c o p i l o t  and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  scene? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  a lmost  every  day we took one e x t r a  
p i l o t .  I would go down, b u t  I would n o t  commit myself t o  
have t o  f l y  i n  an a i r c r a f t .  There was always an e x t r a  
p i l o t  who would f l y  when I d i d  n o t ,  because t h e r e  w e r e  
meetings t h a t  I would a t t e n d ,  and t h e r e  would be o p e r a t i o n s  
t h a t  I d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n .  My presence  w a s  
unnecessary,  and as  a  r e s u l t  I d i d n ' t  want t o  be o b l i g a t e d  
t o  have t o  go on something when something more press ing- -

0.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l  wouldn ' t  you say  t h a t  
normally you would remember people  and t h i n g s  i f  t h e r e  w a s  
r e a l l y  something t h a t  would t ake  p l a c e ,  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  
s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your  mind, then  you remember p r a c t i c a l l y  
eve ry th ing  about  it. A s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  your  t es t imony,  when 
you were f l y i n g  wi th  whomever you w e r e  f l y i n g ,  du r ing  t h e  
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t i m e  t h a t  you w e r e  i n  t h e  a i r  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any th ing  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h a t  was any d i f f e r e n t  t han  any o t h e r  t ime? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q* A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  you r e a l l y  saw 
was t h e  one man evading s o u t h  of Highway 521, who was t aken  
under f i r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* Am I c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Up t o  t h e  t ime you went o f f  s t a t i o n  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
r e a l l y  anyth ing  t h a t  would cause  you t o  remember t h e  whole 

i n c i d e n t ?  


A. No, sir. 

Q- L a t e r  on i n  t h e  morning, M r .  THOMPSON and o t h e r  
people  came t o  see you. I a m  n o t  a d d r e s s i n g  myself t o  t h a t  
p o i n t .  I am a d d r e s s i n g  myself t o  t h e  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  from 
t h e  t i m e  you g o t  on t h e  ground u n t i l  t h e y  g o t  back i n ,  
r e p o r t e d l y  i n  your  t es t imony a t  about  1100 o r  about  t h a t  
t i m e .  When you were t h e r e ,  I would assume around t h e L Z  i n  
D o t t i e  and perhaps  i n  t h e  TOC t h e r e a b o u t s ,  what d i d  you see 
o r  what d i d  you h e a r  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  o r  concerning 
your s h i p s  o r  concern ing  noncombatants be ing  k i l l e d  and/or 
concerning t h e  bu rn ing  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. I w a s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of my own TOC. I e i t h e r  
heard  over  t h e  r a d i o  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  who w a s  i n  t h e  van 
brought  it t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  something was go ing  on o u t  
t h e r e .  I t  was probably  t h e  l a n d i n g  o f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  
b u t  something d i f f e r e n t  was t r a n s p i r i n g .  I wanted t o  f i n d  
o u t .  I could. n o t  h e a r  t r ansmis s ion  t o  t h e  ground. I could 
only  h e a r  a t  t i m e s  a  q u e s t i o n  be ing  asked ,  b u t  no response  
coming back s imply because of  t h e  t e r r a i n  o b s t r u c t i o n s .  I 
remember a s k i n g ,  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  from t h e  h i g h  gunship,  
what w a s  going on o u t  t h e r e  and I was g e t t i n g  such t h i n g s  
a s ,  "Well, h e  i s  l a n d i n g , "  and t h e n  h e  would t r y  t o  g e t  
t h i n g s .  I w a s  g e t t i n g  incomplete  answers ,  and I was n o t  
s a t i s f i e d .  

Q. Did you h e a r  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  between t h e  low 

APP T-10 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


gun and t h e  high gun? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so ,  only t h e  high gun, sir,  
because of t h e  same th ing ,  mass c l ea rance ,  and a s  a r e s u l t  
of only  hear ing  one s i d e  of t h e  t ransmiss ions ,  I was t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  the  s t o r y  back. And of course he w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
t h e  story-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No, no, j u s t  t h i n k  a minute now. 
This i s  q u i t e  an important  p o i n t  a s  t o  whether you could 
hear  what was going on between the  low gun and t h e  high gun 
and t h e  t ransmiss ions  from your f l i g h t  t h e r e  t o  t h e  ground 
elements and a l s o  the  t ransmiss ions  from your high gun on 
t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  frequency back t o  LZ Dot t i e .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  
a t  t h e  moment t h a t  it would have been z h i l l  mass problem 
because t h e  ground elements had good r a d i o  c o n t a c t  between 
the ground and LZ D o t t i e ,  and t h i s  is  t h e  reason why I am 
asking you about it. You normally had b e t t e r  communications 
than t h e  ground elements.  So t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i f  
you a r e  tuned on t h e i r  frequency you would have no problem 
hearing. My ques t ion  i s  whether you could hear  t h e  conversa-
t i o n  between t h e  low gun and high gun and t h e i r  transmissions 
t o  t h e  ground u n i t s  and back t o  t h e  t a sk  force?  

A.  The answer i s ,  I should have been a b l e  t o .  

Q. You r e c a l l  how many rad ios  you had i n  your 
opera t ion  c e n t e r ?  

A,  I n i t i a l l y  I had a FM r a d i o  and I acqui red  
a UHF rad io .  

Q On t h e  16th? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  on the  16th.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
I w a s  r e a l l y  d e f i c i e n t  i n  r ad ios .  I probably d i d  have both,  
sir.  I c a n ' t  p l ace  the  time when I acquired t h i s  o t h e r  radio. 
It wasn ' t  t oo  t e r r i b l y  long a f t e r  I go t  t h e  van, and w e  
d e f i n i t e l y  had t h e  van i n  p lace  when t h i s  opera t ion  took 
place.  I d o n ' t  know whether I was hear ing  the  low gun o r  
no t ,  sir. I know t h a t  I was g e t t i n g  incomplete information 
back. I d i d n ' t  know f o r  s u r e  what was going on o r  r e a l l y  
why something was going on. I never knew why t h e  a i r c r a f t  
was landing.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I ever  knew t h e  gun landed 
u n t i l  a f t e r  I was addressed with t h e  problem on t h e  ground 
by t h e  crew, bu t  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I knew an a i r p l a n e  landed out 
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the re  and I never' was s a t i s f i e d  as t o  why and what was 
t r ansp i r ing .  

Q. The reason I ask you these  ques t ions  very 
f rankly  i s  t h a t  although i n  my own s h i p  and i n  t h e  TOC 
I had perhaps more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  rad ios  than you had, 
t h e r e  were very few t imes t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  tune i n  
and hear  what was going on between t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s ,  t he  
gunships, and t h e  s l i c k s ,  and s o  f o r t h  i n  t h e  a i r ,  so 
t h a t  anytime I wanted I could have the  e n t i r e  s t o r y .  

A. I r a r e l y  could hear  my LX)H on t h e  ground, over 
a t  my TOC. 

Q - What k ind  of s e t  d i d  he have t o  communicate 
with t h e  low guns? 

A. When he had both rad ios  i n  t h e  LOH, t h e  FM and 
the  U H F ,  UHF was the  p r i n c i p a l  communications between sh ip  
t o  s h i p  and t h e  F M  was designed t o  eom.~unieatefrom the  
s h i p  t o  t h e  unit on the  ground. 

Q- Yes, b u t  your LOH normally d i d  no t  c a r r y  your 
FM? 

A. There were some t h a t  were n o t  p roper ly  configured. 
We had no choice bu t  t o  use t h e  one and only r a d i o  t h a t  
always was i n  p l a c e  i n  the  a i r c r a f t - - t h e  a i r  t o  a ir  radio .  

Q - I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  M r .  THOMPSON i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  
testimony t h a t  he had communication with the  low gunship. 

A. That would have been t r u e ,  s i r .  He would have 
f i r s t  been communicating with the  a i r ,  no t  with t h e  ground. 
H i s  p r o t e c t i o n  was from t h e  gunship. 

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  So you were g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  d i s t o r t e d  
information? Is t h a t  the  p i c t u r e  you a r e  t r y i n g  to--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I was aware t h a t  something was 
going on and I d i d n ' t  know why. I was t r y i n g  t o  p iece  it 
together .  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know t h a t  t h i s  was a l l  t h a t  bad, 
but when a s h i p  lands  you want t o  know why, because i t ' s  
not  the  normal t h i n g  when someone i s  landing.  I a l s o  knew 
t h a t  he was ca r ry ing  someone back t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Quang 
Ngai. I knew t h a t  before  he ever  landed on t h e  ground, bu t  
I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know t h a t  it was somebody way o u t  i n  f r o n t  
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of the t roops .  I n  o t h e r  words, I r e a l l y  wasn't  aware u n t i l  
they came t o  me of t h e  problem t h a t  had t r a n s p i r e d  between 
somebody on t h e  ground and M r .  THOMPSON. 

Q - Did you hear  o r  do you know of any r a d i o  t r ans -
mission from Task Force Barker a t  about 10 o ' c lock  i n  t h e  
morning t e l l i n g  them, "Stop burning, I' and " It ' s been repor ted  
t h a t  t h e r e  were some noncombatants being k i l l e d  down t h e r e , "  
and, "Cease and d e s i s t  immediately"? 

A, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  burning--i t  doesn ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r i n g  a b e l l  w i th  me, sir.  But a t  1 0  o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning 
I don't--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  About t h a t  t ime, sometime i n  t h e  
morning before--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Before I t a lked  t o  Colonel BARKER 
myself, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t ransmissions l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. You d i d  n o t  t e l l  him anything of t h i s  s o r t ,  then? 

No, s i r ,  n o t  u n t i l  I personal ly  brought the  !

A* 
problem t o  him a f t e r  it was brought t o  me by M r .  THOMPSON, 
which w a s  a t  t h a t  time l a t e r  i n  the  morning. 

QI Could h i s  TOC have l ikewise  been monitoring 
t h e  communication from wi th in  your aero-scout f l i g h t  and 
have known b a s i c a l l y  what was going on? 

A. Not on t h e  UHF, s i r .  The FM they might have. 
Well, they  d i d  monitor on a  not  in f requen t  b a s i s  my FM, 
j u s t  t o  know what I w a s  doing and what was going on and 
s o  on, bu t  whether o r  no t  t h a t  would have been done on a 
day t h a t  they  were themselves conducting a combat a s s a u l t  
ope ra t ion ,  I d o n ' t  know. They might have been a b l e  t o ,  b u t  
they might no t  have been ab le  t o .  But whether they were o r  not ,  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know, sir.  

Q - They d i d  have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o ,  though? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  and they a t  times d i d  monitor my FM. 

Q Do you remember anything e l s e  now before  your 
aeroscout  team re tu rned  t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A.  ~ u s t ' t h a tone comment t h a t  I made e a r l i e r  i n  
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y e s t e r d a y ' s  t r a n s c r i p t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they  had r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  people  who had been wounded, and as I 
r e c a l l ,  by a r t i l l e r y .  They con jec tu red  t h a t  t h e s e  people  
were wounded by a r t i l l e r y  o r  perhaps  gunships .  

Q Who con jec tu red?  

A. The person  who t r a n s m i t t e d  t h i s ,  which was one 
of my a i r c r a f t ,  undoubtedly t h e  h igh  s h i p .  H e  j u s t  r epo r t ed  
t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were people ,  no given number, b u t  
t h e r e  were a number of people  on t h e  ground who w e r e  
wounded o r  dead,  a s  I recal l ,  from a r t i l l e r y ,  and maybe 
they s a i d  gunships .  

Q- I f  t hey  had s a i d  gunships ,  you would have 
remembered t h a t  s i n c e  gunships  were p a r t  o f  your own 
bus iness?  

A. There w a s  a prep  a l s o .  The s h i p s  accompanied 
the  a i r c r a f t  and they  f i r e d  l i v e ,  s o  t h a t  they  could  as e a s i l y  
have h i t  some people  as t h e  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q You are t a l k i n g  about t h e  gunsh ips ,  t h e  Sharks  
t h a t  normally accompanied t h e  Dolphins i n  t h e i r  a i r  a s s a u l t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But it d i d n ' t  come over  t h a t  it was 
a massive number o r  any th ing .  I j u s t  recall t h e  t r ansmis s ion  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  and I d i d n ' t  p u t  any g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  it. 
I t  j u s t  happened. 

Q. Your aero-scout  f l i g h t  came back i n  t o  LZ ~ o t t i e .  
Did t h e  crew members come t o  you o r  d i d  you go t o  them? 

A. No, s ir .  They came t o  m e  and I 'm s u r e  it 
was j u s t  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  van,  a s  much as I recall .  
They asked t o  t a l k  t o  m e .  

Q. Your van? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  my TOC, and r a t h e r  t h a n  coming i n  and 
add res s ing  it t o  t h e  NCO o r  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t  t h a t  w a s  i n  
t h e r e ,  I walked o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  and they  exp la ined  t o  me 
t h e i r  problem o u t  t h e r e .  

Q- Now h e r e  i s  where I want you t o  r e a l l y  p u t  your 
t h i n k i n g  cap on,  because r i g h t  about  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  have g o t  
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t o  g e t  t h i n g s  s t r a i g h t e n e d  out  as t o  what they t o l d  you. 
I am going t o  be very frank with you. W e  have some indi -
c a t i o n s  of what w a s  t o l d  t o  you. We a l s o  have some ind i -
ca t ions  of what you t o l d  o t h e r  people,  but  they a r e  no t  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  what you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g .  And it is  f o r  
t h i s  reason I suggested t h a t  you g e t  counsel ,  because t h i s  
i s  t h e  crux of t h e  e n t i r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  r i g h t  here.  I 
t h e r e f o r e  ask you t o  go over  i n  absolu te  d e t a i l  exac t ly  
what M r .  THOMPSON and t h e  o t h e r  people t o l d  you. May I 
f i r s t  a sk  who were t h e  o t h e r  people t h a t  were with Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON a t  t h a t  time and what time was i t ?  

A. Shor t ly  a f t e r  they re tu rned ,  I would imagine. 
It was i n  t h e  time frame of 11 o 'c lock .  I th ink  t h e  
people t h a t  came up were t h e  p i l o t s .  

Q Who would t h i s  have been? 

A.  Well, M r .  THOMPSON, d e f i n i t e l y .  H e  is t h e  one 
I v i v i d l y  remember t a l k i n g  t o .  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e  of t h e  
r e s t ,  bu t  I would say M r .  MILLIANS and poss ib ly  t h e  o t h e r  
a i r c r a f t  commander, whoever was f l y i n g  the  o t h e r  gunship, 
but  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  was an e n l i s t e d  man who came 
forward a t  a l l .  It may have been, bu t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
There w a s  more than  one person who came up. 

Q How many, a l l  t o l d ?  

A.  The number t h r e e ,  f o r  some reason,  seems t o  
s t a y  i n  my mind. 

Q. Could it have been Warrant O f f i c e r  POTEETE? 

A. M r .  MILLIANS and M r .  POTEETE very f r equen t ly  flew 
i n  t h e  same crew, because they were very c l o s e  f r i e n d s  t o  
one another .  

Q. So, it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  but  you d o n ' t  remember, 
r i g h t ?  

A ,  No, s i r .  I don 't r e m e m b e r .  

Q Could it have been t h e  crew chief  on M r .  
THOMPSON'S LOH o r  could it have been the  doorgunner? 

A. I t  could have been. S i r ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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a- Now t h e n ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  people  who w e r e  
p r e s e n t ,  I want t o  know what you were t o l d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

A. A s  I r e c a l l  <hey s a i d  t h a t  they f lew ove r  t h e  
a r e a  and t h e  ground u n i t  w a s  doing a c e r t a i n  amount of 
reconning by f i r e .  They w e r e  advancing wi th  f i r e  and t h e r e  
were people  unarmed, a l l  unarmed, p r i n c i p a l l y  women and 
c h i l d r e n ,  who w e r e  a t t empt ing  t o  evade t h e  advance of t h e  
f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s .  And a group had taken  r e f u g e ,  a s  I r e c a l l  
i n  a hootch,  somewhat i n  f r o n t  of t h e  t r o o p s ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  o u t  t o  t h e  f l a n k .  M r .  THOMPSON, as I r e c a l l ,  
made an e f f o r t  through t h e  low gunship t o  b r i n g  t h i s  
in format ion  t o  t h e  f o r c e  on t h e  ground and they  were 
unsucces s fu l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  communication, and it w a s  
f o r  t h i s  reason  t h a t  he made t h e  f i r s t  l and ing .  And t h a t  
was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  t r o o p s ,  and he spoke t o  an 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  and t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  d i d  n o t  have a nametag on,  
and a s  I recall  d i d  n o t  have rank ,  b u t  d i d  have a d i s t i n c t i v e  
marking on h i s  he lmet ,  and t h a t  t h i s  marking had something 
t o  do wi th  C a l i f o r n i a .  But it w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  something 
t h a t  i f  one went o u t ,  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be a q u e s t i o n  of it-- , 

it w a s n ' t  something t h a t  perhaps  one i n  every  hundred had. 
It was j u s t  a very d i s t i n c t i v e  marking. He brought  it t o  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  tha t  t h e r e  were people  over  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
and t h a t  he d i d  n o t  want them t o  f i r e  over  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  
he would s t a y  over  t h e  area and i n s u r e  t h a t  t hey  r e c e i v e d  
no t r o u b l e  from them, o r  i f  t h e r e  was f i r e  r e c e i v e d ,  he 
would suppress  t h i s  f i r e .  H e  would p r o t e c t  them, i n  o t h e r  
words, from t h a t  a r e a .  And t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
was n o t  going t o  wi thhold h i s  f i r e  from any g iven  a r e a ;  t h a t  
he f e l t  it was necessary  t o  con t inue  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a s  it had 
been going;  and. t h a t  it w a s  u n f o r t u n a t e  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  
innocent  people  over  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h i s  is  t h e  way it was going 
t o  be. And a t  t h a t  t ime M r .  THOMPSON s t a t e d  t h a t  he t o l d  them 
t h a t  he t hen  was going o v e r  t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  and t h a t  he would 
move t h e  people ,  and t h a t  i f  he was s h o t  at--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W a s  M r .  THOMPSON i n  t h e  a i r  o r  
on t h e  ground a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. This  was on t h e  ground. This  was supposedly 
f a c e  t o  f ace .  H e  w a s  going t o  go over  t h e r e  and move those  
people;  and i f  he was s h o t ,  t h a t  i s ,  they  s h o t  a t  him, he would 
have h i s  people  s h o o t  back. And he appa ren t ly  proceeded t o  
do t h a t  ve ry  thing--go over  and move t h e  people .  And one 
o t h e r  gunship,  M r .  MILLIANS i n  t h e  low gunship,  a l s o  landed 
and moved some peop le ,  and they  moved them t o  a 
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more secure  a r e a ,  and I do no t  know how many meters t h i s  was, 
bu t  it was away from the  path on which the  f r i e n d l i e s  were 
t o  proceed t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e .  And t h e r e  was a c h i l d ,  sex  I ' m  
no t  s u r e  o f ,  t h a t  was wounded. They took t h a t  c h i l d  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai City.  They then proceeded home, and 
it w a s  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  they phys ica l ly  came and r e l a t e d  
t h i s  s t o r y  t o  m e .  

Q Did you ever  g e t  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o r  draw a diagram 
of the  v i l l a g e  where t h i s  was t ak ing  p lace  s o  t h a t  you would 
a t -l e a s t  have a v i s u a l i z a t i o n  of what was going on? 

A. No, sir. There was no sketch map as  I r e c a l l .  

Q Where w a s  t h i s  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  hamlet? 

A. Again, I am hones t ly  no t  s u r e ,  s i r .  I t h ink  t h a t  
it was up i n  t h i s  area--up i n  t h e  southeas tern  s i d e  of i t ,  
but  I am n o t  p o s i t i v e ,  sir.  

Q Can you expla in  why a t  t h a t  time you d i d n ' t  s i t  
down and go i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  d e t a i l  enough t o  know where 
it was t ak ing  p lace?  You i n d i c a t e d  i n  your testimony g r e a t  
cons terna t ion  a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were having a confronta-
t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir. It wasn 't t o  me tha t - - the  t h i n g  t h a t  
d i s tu rbed  me a t  t h e  t ime, and what I was upse t  about,  is 
t h a t  I had my people who were s o  mad a t  another  group of people,  
t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  reach some r e s o l v e ,  bu t  one had t o  t h r e a t e n  
the  o t h e r  one with h i s  l i f e ,  v i r t u a l l y ,  bu t  the  concern 
wasn 't--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I understand t h a t ,  my--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The p o i n t  on the  ground wasn ' t  
r e l e v a n t  t o  me. I d i d n ' t  see  where--it could have happened 
anywhere, but t he  f a c t  t h a t  it happened was my concern--not 
where. The phys ica l  geographical  l o c a t i o n  of t h i s  t o  me 
didn 't--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Do you th ink  you had enough d e t a i l  
about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t o  go ahead and s t a r t  t a l k i n g  t o  your 
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  and s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r s  about t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
without  having the  d e t a i l s  t h a t  you should have had, t h a t  
one would normally expect  t o  r e p o r t  something. 

A. Yes, s ir .  Because I d i d  t h a t .  
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Q- The knowledge you have i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 
the f a c t  i n  many cases .  

A. Sir, I am no t  knowingly holding back any f a c t s .  
I am no t  knowingly a l t e r i n g  any f a c t s .  

a - To i l l u s t r a t e ,  a l l  t he  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e  have a t  the  
p resen t  time are t h a t  M r .  MILLIANS o r  one of t h e  gunships 
made two t r i p s  t o  evacuate these  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and from t h e  
bunker s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you a r e  t a l k i n g  about M r .  THOMPSON evac-
uated nobody. 

A. I am no t  v i v i d l y  aware t h a t  the  gunships made two 
landings.  I am aware t h a t  a gunship landed and it i s  conceiv-
able  t h a t  it d i d  it twice.  I just--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did they t e l l  you about any o t h e r  
ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g ,  a s i d e  from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ,  
where they saw people sho t ,  o r  d i d n ' t  s e e  bu t  had indi -
ca t ions  t h a t  noncombatants had been k i l l e d  ind i sc r imina te ly?  

A. They had seen people? Y e s ,  they had seen--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you f i n d  out  where they were? 

A.  Well, I had always thought t h a t  they were from 
the  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q When they mentioned being s h o t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  
would t h a t  be from t h e  a r t i l l e r y ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them saying t h a t  they ind i sc r imi -
na te ly  shot--1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  anybody a l l eged ly  o r  pur-
posely took a bead on a given person and s h o t  them. I j u s t  
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  being a l l eged  as  p a r t  of the  s to ry .  There 
w a s  t he  advance with t h e  f i r i n g .  

Q Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you ga thered  con-
cerning another  s i t u a t i o n  where M r .  THOMPSON 's  LOH hovered 
over a wounded woman u n t i l  he lp  could a r r i v e  and a t  t h a t  
time he was c a l l i n g  medical a s s i s t a n c e .  Then he backed 
of f  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and observed what was going on and saw 
a cap ta in  k i l l  a woman e i t h e r  purposely o r  i n  se l f -p ro tec -
t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I do not  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I might r e c a l l  
something about t r y i n g  t o  g e t  medical evacuat ion.  The 
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p a r t i c u l a r s  of it I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  t he  rank of cap ta in  s p e c i f i -  
c a l l y  mentioned, o r  see ing  t h e  rank of cap ta in  on anybody. I 
always i n  my mind envisioned t h a t  who he t a lked  t o  on t h e  
ground w a s  a c a p t a i n ,  but  I--

Q.0 ( In terpos ing)  These t h i n g s  become very r e l e v a n t  
because i n  o t h e r  peop le ' s  minds one of the  major p o i n t s  t h a t  
you repor ted  was t h i s  cap ta in  k i l l i n g  the  woman. 

A.  Honest t o  God, s ir ,  I do no t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I 
hones t ly  do n o t  r e c a l l ,  I thought about t h i s - -  

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Now, I b r ing  you t o  another  s i t u a -  
t i o n .  I ' l l  b r ing  you t o  a s i t u a t i o n  of a d i t c h  t h a t  had 
l a r g e  numbers of bodies i n  it. Did M r .  THOMPSON t e l l  you 
about another  d i scuss ion  he had with a colored noncommissioned 
o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  I only  remember t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON landed 
one time--had one d i scuss ion  with a  person. That ' s  a l l  I 
remember, sir. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q .  id he o r  anybody e l s e  t e l l  you they saw a  colored  
s o l d i e r  shoot  i n t o  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q- Did M r .  THOMPSON t e l l  you t h a t  before  he went t o  
t h e  a r e a  of t h e  bunkers t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  t h a t  t h e  
women and ch i ld ren  were going i n t o ,  t h a t  he landed a longs ide  
of  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A. I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a  d i t c h .  , I  j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
a d i t c h ,  sir. 

Q- Did he t e l l  you t h a t  a f t e r  the  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e  
bunker and a f t e r  f l y i n g  around f o r  a s h o r t  while  he again 
landed a t  t h e  d i t c h  and e i t h e r  he o r  members of h i s  c r e w  
went t o  the d i t c h  and e x t r i c a t e d  a  small  c h i l d  which they 
flew t o  Quang Ngai Hospi tal?  

A. I d o n ' t .  r e c a l l  t he  d i t c h .  I know t h a t  they took 
a c h i l d  t o  the  Quang Ngai Hospi ta l ,  bu t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  a 
d i t c h .  I don' t r e c a l l  j u s t  where they picked up t h e  c h i l d .  
I r e c a l l  a  hootch and I know he took a c h i l d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a colored se rgean t  be ing  a  persbn 
of d e s c r i p t i o n ,  and I do not  r e c a l l  a d i t c h  as  such. I do 
know t h a t  it was repor ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was a number of people 
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o u t  t h e r e  who had been s h o t  o r  otherwise wounded. 

9- What w a s  t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  s tands  out  i n  your mind? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e r e  was a number t o  t r u l y  associ -
a t e  with,  bu t  it was more than 20. I t  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  num-' 
ber, maybe 50 o r  something l i k e  t h a t , '  I know they were i m -
pressed  by t h e  number of people,  but--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Were you no t  impressed with t h e  
f i g u r e  of 20 o r  50? 

A. Yes, sir. But I d i d n ' t  know how many were o r  were 
no t  a s  a r e s u l t  of con tac t .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  
coming back of body counts of VC k i l l e d ,  and I d i d n ' t  a t  the  
time ever  cons ider  t h a t  these  were a l l  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q Did you ever  r ece ive  o r  d i d  anybody ever  r e p o r t  
t o  you some people being shot  up i n  the  a r e a  t o  t h e  south-
west of My Lai (4);' and popping smoke t o  c a l l  i n  medical 
a s s i s t ance?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. Did anybody ever  t e l l  you of a gun run made on 
c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  road, perhaps e i t h e r  Highway 521 o r  one 
of the  major roads l ead ing  o u t  of My Lai ( 4 )  t o  Highway 521? 

A. A gun run,  no, s i r .  

Q Gunships making a f i r i n g  run? 

A .  When I was s t i l l  up and when t h e  l i f t  was going 
i n ,  the  gunships came in--not mine, t h e  ones t h a t  were 
e s c o r t i n g  t h e  s l i c k s .  They repor ted  observing two VC. They 
engaged them, and repor ted  t h a t  they had k i l l e d  them. They 
gave t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  weapons i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  bodies ,  
bu t  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a gun run on people on the  highway, no, 
s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Your testimony with r e s p e c t  t o  the  two is  q u i t e  
c o n s i s t e n t .  I f i n d  no ques t ion  t h e r e .  I t  might n o t  be i n  
the  exac t  l o c a t i o n  where you understood it was and where it 
most l i k e l y  took p lace ,  but t h a t  p a r t  i s  c l e a r .  That d i d  
t r a n s p i r e .  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h e  gunships,  
any gunships making a gun run on people on the  road. 
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Q- How long d i d  t h i s  conversat ion l a s t ?  

A. With M r .  THOMPSON? 

Q - And t h e  group? 

A. 
more than j u s t  

F i f t e e n  o r  twenty minutes perhaps,  
a few words. 

sir. I t  w a s  

Q - Did you g e t  t h e  impression from what they t o l d  
you t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  of some non-
combatants going on? 

A. I g o t  t h e  impression, s i r ,  t h e r e  were people being 
wounded a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  f i r i n g  and t h a t  i n  t h e i r  opinion 
t h i s  f i r i n g  was unnecessary, and they were emphatic about t h i s .  

Q Did you make any at tempt  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  t o  a 
degree? 

A. F i r s t ,  I th ink  I t r i e d  t o  dissuade them or. some- 
th ing .  I t  w a s  probably n o t  a s  bad as they thought.  But they 
w e r e  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  it was as they saw it. 

Q. I t  w a s  n o t  a s  bad o r  a s  bad? 

I personal ly  thought t h a t  they we,= overdrama-
.zing wha t they saw, t h a t  it wasn ' t  as  bad as  t h a t .  I th ink  
t r i e d  t o  show them o r  t e l l  them and they were emphatic 

i n  t h a t  it w a s  as they t o l d  me it was. I was unable t o  con-
vince them t h a t  it w a s  any l e s s .  Then it became s i g n i f i c a n t  
t o  me t h a t  something may very we l l  have been-- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You were impressed tp  t he  p o i n t  t h a t  
you f e l t - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That I had t o  go up and t e l l  them 
and have them go o u t  and see  i f  t h i s  was t h e  case .  

Q. I w i l l  ask you one ques t ion  and then I w i l l  ask 
o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  i f  they have any ques t ions  concerning t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  they would l i k e  t o  address  t o  you. What was 
your next  a c t i o n  a f t e r  they t o l d  you? 

A. I went t o  Task Force Barker and spoke wi th  Colonel 
BARKER himself .  

Q How long d i d  you t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER? 
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A. Not t o o  long ,  sir. C e r t a i n l y  n o t  more t h a n  5 

minutes. 


Q - Did you t a l k  t o  o t h e r  members of  h i s  s t a f f ?  

A. N o ,  sir.  A s  I r e c a l l  some o t h e r  members might 
have overheard  us .  A s  I r e c a l l  w e  went t o  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  
TOC and I addressed  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t o  him s p e c i f i c a l l y  and 
in tended  it t o  be  t o  him only .  However, somebody else might 
have overheard  it. But it w a s n ' t  i n t ended  f o r  anybody e l s e  
t o  overhear  it. 

MR MACCRATE: Major WATKE, you s a i d  M r .  THOMPSON came t o  your 
TOC and you s t epped  o u t s i d e  t o  speak wi th  him. I want you t o  
go back t o  t h a t  moment i n  t ime when h e  comes t o  your  TOC. 
Who i s  i n  your  TOC a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Every day I brought  down one e n l i s t e d  man, one o f  
two. I had two e n l i s t e d  t h a t  came down and t hey  g e n e r a l l y  
were always i n  t h e  TOC. I r o u f i n e l y  brought  one o t h e r  
o f f i c e r  down w i t h  m e ,  my o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  and on occas ion  
my--Major SABRE w a s  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  o f  
t h e  aero-scout  p l a toon .  Within t h i s  p l a t o o n  a l l  of  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  w e r e  a s s igned .  One of  t h o s e  t w o  w e r e  always down t h e r e  
and they  were r o u t i n e l y  i n  t h e  TOC. There could  be crews. 
Frequent ly  t h e r e  were p i l o t s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  crews who were s i t -
t i n g  up t h e r e .  They would moni tor  and would know what was 
going on s o  t h a t  when it was t h e i r  t u r n  t o  go o u t ,  it was 
r e l a t i v e l y  ea sy  t o  b r i e f  them, and when t h e y  went on s t a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  ground o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h e y  would be  aware o f  t h e  s i t u a -  
t ion .  

Q. So t h i s  incomplete  communication t h a t  you had 
been h e a r i n g  had been sha red  by a l l  of  t h e s e  people ,  i s  t h a t  

c o r r e c t ?  


A. Everybody who w a s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  TOC. 

Y e s ,  s ir .  Nobody t h e r e  would have more in fo rma t ion  than  what 

I had g o t t e n .  


Q. And s o  they  had hea rd  about  t h e  l a n d i n g  of  t h e  

a i r c r a f t ,  t h e s e  unusual  c i rcumstances ,  and I unders tand  t h a t  

you f e l t  t hey  w e r e  unusual?  


A. I would always b e  concerned as t o  why an a i r p l a n e  

was l and ing  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and they  would have hea rd  t h e  

same t h i n g .  
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Q You a l ready had a r e p o r t  t h a t  a LOH had l e f t  
s t a t i o n  and gone down t o  Quang Ngai with a wounded c h i l d ?  

A. This was one of t h e  l a s t  inc iden t s  t h a t  took p lace  
whi le  they were on s t a t i o n ,  the  f l y i n g  of the  person t o  Quang 
Ngai. The repor ted  landing on the  ground was repor ted  and I 
was aware of t h a t  before  I was aware of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  f l i g h t  
t o  Quang Ngai. 

Q You were aware t h a t  a gunship had gone down and 
landed and everyone i n  t h e  TOC was aware of t h i s  f a c t ?  

A. I ' m  s u r e  they were. 

Q. M r .  THOMPSON came t o  t h e  door of the TOC? 

A. He came t o  t h e  door of the  TOC and asked t o  speak 
t o  m e .  He s a i d  he had something he wanted t o  say t h a t  he did-
n ' t  want everybody e l s e  i n  t h e r e  t o  be aware of a t  t h a t  time. 
It  was f o r  t h i s  reason I stepped t o  the  s i d e  and spoke t o  him 
as opposed t o  him walking up and saying--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Are you s u r e  it was M r .  THOMPSON 
who wanted t o  go o u t s i d e ,  o r  d i d  you f e e l  he was s o  e x c i t e d  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  want him i n  t h e  TOC? Which wqy w a s  i t ?  Was 
it your dec i s ion  t o  go o u t s i d e ,  o r  was M r .  THOMPSON asking 
you t o  come ou t s ide?  

A. I th ink  he asked me. Now t h a t  you r a i s e d  the  
ques t ion  I am not  p o s i t i v e  I can assuredly  say one way o r  
t h e  o the r .  

Q- Would you desc r ibe  f o r  us t h e  phys ica l  dimensions 
of your van i n  which you had your TOC loca ted?  

A. I would say the  dimensions of a s tandard  two and 
one-half ton.  The bed i s  t o t a l l y  enclosed by metal  and g l a s s .  
I would say t h a t  it is  approximately 12 f e e t  long and approxi-
mately 7 t o  8 f e e t  wide. 

Q .  So it is a r a t h e r  crowded a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  We had t h e  maps mounted i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  
r ad ios  i n  t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i o n  of it. I t  was a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  
a rea .  W e  had a coo le r  a l s o  i n  t h e r e  which a l s o  r e s t r i c t e d - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  M r .  THOMPSON i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  w e r e  
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o the r  people wi th  him who wanted t o  speak t o  you? 

A. He s a i d  a s u b j e c t  he wanted to--and I wanted t o  
speak with him on what had t r a n s p i r e d .  

Q- Now, you s a i d  t h a t  you went ou t s ide .  Where d id  
you go ou t s ide?  I f  t h i s  is  a conversat ion t h a t  l a s t e d  15 o r  
20 minutes,  a s  you suggested,  d i d  you remain s tanding?  Did 
you s i t  on the  ground? Lean a g a i n s t  something? 

A. There was a pa rape t  which was cons t ruc ted  around 
LZ Dot t i e  and my van was j u s t  i n s i d e  t h i s  parapet  so  t h a t  
when you come ou t  of my van, 10 f e e t  away was t h i s  w a l l ,  
mounded d i r t .  And as  I r e c a l l  w e  j u s t  stepped over  t o  t h i s  
mound of d i r t  and I bel ieve--I  th ink  I stood--maybe a couple 
of them hunched down along t h e  bank of d i r t ,  bu t  we were no t  
very f a r  from t h e  van. We were j u s t  t o  the  r i g h t  r e a r  of it. 

Q Then d i d  ydu conduct an i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  o r  were 
they pouring c u t  information t o  you? How d id  it proceed? 

A. They t o l d  me t h e i r  s t o r i e s  and t h e i r  observa t ions  
ou t  t h e r e .  I only ha l f  be l ieved them a t  f i r s t .  I thought 
they were overdramatizing what was going on. 

Q - You say you quest ioned them. Did you t r y  t o  g e t  
ou t  t h e  information o r  d i d  you t r y  t o  t e l l  them t h a t  they 
hazri ' t  see12 what they were t e l l i n g  yc:l LkLeyhad seen? 

A. I wanted t o  be su re .  

Q. How d i d  you t r y  t o  a s su re  yourse l f?  Did you d i r e c t  
any ques t ions  t o  them t h a t  you can r e c a l l  today a s  t o  l o c a t i o n ,  
a s  t o  people p r e s e n t ,  a s  t o  t h e  communications you had heard 
and what they meant? 

A. I know t h a t  I had resolved  why they had landed on 
t h e  ground. I had resolved  what they had seen. I chal lenged 
what they had seen o r  what they thought they had seen. They 
were s u r e  t h a t  it had occurred. I wanted t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  when 
they g o t  back and were t a l k i n g  t o  each o t h e r  before  they go t  
t o  m e  t h a t  they hadn ' t  surmised more than  had a c t u a l l y  t r ans -
p i red .  

Q. But d i d  it occur t o  you t h a t  i f  you wanted t o  
f i n d  ou t  t o  whom they had spoken, you would have t o  have some 
i d e a  as  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of where they had landed? 
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A. This is  where t h e  p o i n t  of t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  mark-
i n g  of the  helmet came out  because t h e r e  was no name and he 
d i d n ' t  know who he had spoken t o ,  and I remember I attempted 
t o  f i n d  this out .  

Q - Well, d i d  you at tempt  t o  f i n d  out  where i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  it had taken p lace  s o  t h a t  you could r e l a t e  it to--

A. ( In terpos ing)  It  wouldn't have occurred i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  It would have t o  be on the  per iphery.  This is the 
reason why I say, though I am n o t  s u r e ,  t h a t  ,it was down i n  
t h a t  southwest corner .  

Q The sou theas t  corner? 

A. The sou theas t  corner .  I am s u r e  I d i d  some of  
t h i s .  

Q But you d i d  ques t ion  with r e s p e c t  t o  where they
had landed? 

A. I would imagine s o ,  but  I j u s t  d o n ' t  today v i v i d l y  
r e c a l l  where it was, a s  wel l  as  some of the  o t h e r  ques t ions  
t h a t  t h e  genera l  asked me. 

Q - Gid you ask any ques t ions  a s  t o  the  circumstances 
i n  which t h e  c h i l d  was found? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Was the  c h i l d  descr ibed  t o  you a s  found with 
o t h e r  bodies? I n  what circumstances,  was t h e  c h i l d  taken from 
t h e  people who were with the  c h i l d ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  answer it, I d o n ' t  
know. I c a n ' t  be assured  rega rd less  of whether I s a i d  t h e  

. negat ive  o r  t h e  p o s i t i v e .  

Q'. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I 'm sorry--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  ...of any ques t ions  t h a t  you
asked. Did you ask M r .  MILLIANS t o  confirm i n  any way what 
M r .  THOMPSON had s a i d ?  

A. I had confirmation,  yes ,  but  they a l l  v e r i f i e d  t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  they could,  t h a t  t h i s  is  t h e  way it was. 
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There was no c o n f l i c t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  a t  a l l  between what 
one was saying and another .  

Q - And you quest ioned a l l  t h r e e  of them? 

A. I remember M r .  THOMPSON was f o r t h r i g h t  with almost 
a l l  of t h e  information and t h e  o t h e r  ones confirmed it--con- 
curred.  

Q - Did you ask him t o  b r i n g  t h e  o t h e r  members of 
t h e i r  crews t o  see  you a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, a t  t h a t  time I d i d  not .  I th ink  t h a t  l a t e r  
on i n  the  day I went down and spoke with some people.  A t  
some l a t e r  d a t e  I spoke t o  almost a l l  of the  company about 
t h i s .  

_-' 
Q. You s a i d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day you d i d  speak with o t h e r  
members of t h e  crews of var ious a i r c r a f t ?  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l  sometime a f t e r  1 l e f t  Colonel BARKER 
t h a t  I d i d  i n  fact--down on the  pad, which is  where the  
h e l i c o p t e r  i s  parked, o r  maintained, and I spoke with some 
people. 

Q. And who were those people? 

A. They would have t o  have been crew members. 

Q. Can you i d e n t i f y  f o r  us any of those crew members? 

A, NO,  sir .  I c a n ' t .  

Q. Were they t h e  crew members who flew with Warrant 
O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, o r  with M r .  MILLIANS, o r  with t h e  high gun-
ship?  

A. I would imagine it was with both. 

Q. But you spoke with each of t h e  crews? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  I spoke with s e v e r a l  people down 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  a i r p l a n e s .  

Q. Did you make any notes  of these  conversat ions? 

A. No. 
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Q You made no no tes ,  even temporary no tes ,  a t  t h a t  
time of such conversat ions? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I made any. 

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t a l k i n g  with t h e  
gun crews what they t o l d  you? 

A .  NO, I d o n ' t .  It wasn ' t  c o n f l i c t i n g - - i t  wasn ' t  
one of them t h a t  s a i d ,  "No t h i s  d i d n ' t  happen", nor d i d  
anyone b r ing  ou t  anything beyond what had a l ready been brought 
out .  

MR MACCRATE: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions .  

MR WEST: Major WATKE, with regard  t o  the  r e p o r t  of M r .  THOMPSON 
and the  o t h e r s  a s  t o  t h e  k i l l i n g s  they had seen of c i v i l i a n s  
of which they were concerned, was t h e  f i g u r e  120 mentioned? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s o ,  sir. The f i g u r e  t h a t  w a s  
tu rned  i n  by t h e  d i v i s i o n  f o r  the  opera t ion  was i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  120. 

9 - I understand t h a t .  . 

A. I c a n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  a number wi th  t h e i r  r e p o r t .  I ' m  
s o r r y  I c a n ' t .  . I 

Q W e  have rece ived  i n d i c a t i o n s  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  
o t h e r s  what w a s  t o l d  you a t  t h i s  t ime, t h e  f i g u r e  of 120 
may have 'been used t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  magnitude of k i l l i n g  
c i v i l i a n s  a t  t h a t  t ime. This i s  t h e  reason f o r  my ques-
t i o n s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l . .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I 
f i n d  it most d i f f i c u l t  t o  s i t  here  r i g h t  now and f e e l  t h a t  
I wouldn't  have been concerned--more concerned. Obviously I 
w a s  concerned as  I took it t o  two d i f f e r e n t  people t o  i n i t i a t e  
t h e  t h i n g ,  bu t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  I can s i t  back now 
and say I wasn ' t  impressed. I f  someone s a i d  1 2 0  people w e r e  
k i l l e d  o r  t h a t  they were i n  a ditch--a l a r g e  number of people 
had been s h o t ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  believe--and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
I re layed t h i s  to- - tha t  was t h e  s t o r y  i n  f ac t - - I  re layed to--
I may have, b u t  I hones t ly  do n o t  r e c a l l - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I be l i eve  you d i d  t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  
o rde r  of magnitude of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  was poss ib ly  50. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. To take a number, I chose t h a t  number. 

MR WEST: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

10: Did you pick a number o u t  of t h e  a i r  o r  was th i s - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  S i r ,  I am j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  a 
probable number. 

9- This i s  an o rde r  of magnitude t h a t  you f i x e d  i n  
your mind? 

A. Yes, sir. 

10: W e  w i l l  t ake  an admin i s t r a t ive  break. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1117 hours ,  11 December 
1969. ) / 

(Tke hea r ing  reconvened a t  1122 hours ,  11 December 
1969. ) 

I0: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed a r e  again p r e s e n t  except  M r .  WEST. 

10: Do you.have any ques t ions  Colonel WILSON? 

COL WILSON: How many combat a s s a u l t  ope ra t ions  d i d  you ind i -  
v idua l ly  suppor t  i n  Vietnam as an i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a n t ?  

A. I n  both t o u r s ?  

Q. The second t o u r ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  tour - - th i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  one. 

A. A s  t h e  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  of t h e  196th I was i n  on 
t h e  planning and t h e  execution--none when I was i n  t h e  196th. 
I was the  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  and a s  such I phys ica l ly  d i d n ' t  
take anybody i n ,  o r  f l y  gun support .  A s  f o r  t h e  aero-scouts ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  was probably our  t h i r d  opera t ion  where 
We were t i e d  t o  t h e  ground i n  a ground scheme of maneuver 
where e i t h e r  t h e  t roops  were a i r - landed o r  perhaps they may 
have s t a r t e d  ou t  on the  ground. But f o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number 
of ground t roops ,  we have gone o u t  on a couple of occasions 
when a  p la toon had engagements. We'd suppor t  t h a t ,  a s s i s t  
them i n  rounding up the  people t h a t  were i n  t h e  engagement, 
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o r  assist them i n  g e t t i n g  c l e a r  o u t  of  t h e  danger .  

Q. Before  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  would you say  t h e r e  w e r e  
t h r e e ?  

C e r t a i n l y  no more than  t h r e e .  

Q. ~ u r i n gt h e  e n t i r e  pe r iod  t h a t  you func t ion- -  

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  o rgan ized  i n  January and t h i s  
w a s  i n  March. I would say  t h a t  w e  had n o t  done more than  
three miss ions  where t hey  were of b a t t a l i o n  s i z e .  Most of  
o u r  miss ions  had been i n  t h e  reconna issance  r o l e  i n  suppor t  
of  an AO--to go i n t o  an a r e a  where t h e r e  w e r e  no ground 
f o r c e s  and r e c o n n o i t e r ,  and a t t empt  t o  l o c a t e  numbers o f  VC. 

Q. A f t e r  March how many o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  un-
til you depar ted?  

A. I t h i n k  two. I was l o s t  on t h e  second. 

Q - W e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about a t o t a l  of  f i v e  b e f o r e  you 
w e r e  s h o t  down, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
\ 

Q. Over a p e r i o d  of  how many months? 

A. Tha t  would have been over  4 months. 

Q. Do any of t h e s e  f i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  
mind b e t t e r  than  o t h e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  development of  t h e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. No, My L a i  has  always s t o o d  o u t  b,ecause of  t h e  
subsequent  a c t i o n s  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  d i d  s t a n d  o u t  i n  your  mind always? 

A ,  W e l l ,  c e r t a i n l y  p o r t i o n s  of it v i v i d l y .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  came t o  me; f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was n e e d l e s s  
wounding of  people ;  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I c a r r i e d  t h i s  
t o  t h e  ground commander. I thought  t h i s  was very. s i g n i f i c a n t .  
I cha l lenged  an i n f a n t r y  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ' s  command of  h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and then  I subsequent ly  had t o  go 
b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  and t e l l  him t h e  s t o r y .  Tha t  was impres-
s i v e  on me. I d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h a t .  
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' COL WILSON: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have, sir. 

COL FRANKLIN: I th ink  you s a i d  a couple of t imes ,  Major WATKE, 
t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  was rou t ine .  You've go t  a  whole b a t t a l i o n -  
s i z e  force  involved. You've go t  f i r e  suppor t ,  you've got  
swi f t  boa t s ,  you have s c o u t s ,  gunships,  and your b lue  platoon 
which you might have t o  commit. Would it no t  be f a i r  t o  say 
t h a t  you a r e  e i t h e r  a i rborne  o r  with t h a t  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
o r  r i g h t  next  t o  a r a d i o  following him. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about 
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t a sk  fo rce  "push". You a r e  i n s t a n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  r e a c t  t o  your b a t t a l i o n  commander. This job would a l s o  
e n t a i l  you pe r sona l ly  running it. Is t h i s  a t r u e  s ta tement? 

A. I would say yes ,  s i r .  Yes, I th ink  t h a t  was t r u e .  
However, I wasn ' t  personal ly and I d i d n ' t  have an o b l i g a t i o n  
t o  be next  t o  co lonel .  BARKER a l l  t he  t ime. I had what 
communications I had and my people were responsive.  

Q - Next t o  Colonel BARKER, a i r b o r n e ,  o r  by a r a d i o  
which had a b a t t a l i o n  command n e t  on it, would you say you 
had an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  be doing one of these  t h r e e ?  

A, Yes. 

Q - Then you would be fol lowing t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  as it 
developed cons tan t ly  ? 

A.  A s  w e l l  a s  I could,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. How about your i n f a n t r y  platoon? Could t h a t  have 
been committed by someone e l s e  i n  t h e  company o t h e r  than by you? 

A'. It could have been d i r e c t e d  t o  be committed by 
somebody h igher ,  yes ,  sir. I could have been d i r e c t e d  by 
Colonel BARKER. I was suppor t ing  Colonel BARKER. H e  could 
have i n  t h a t  day--he had my fo rce  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l  and he 
could have committed my--- 

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I f  you were doing a l l  t hese  th ings  
t h a t  means t h a t  you would be f a m i l i a r  with the  ground s i t u a -  
t i o n  a s  it developed. Did you hear  these  r e p o r t s  of noncorn-
ba tan t s  wounded o r  k i l l e d  and t h e  high body count of VC being 
k i l l e d ?  Did you monitor these  r e p o r t s  from the-- 

A. ( In terpos ing)  There were r e p o r t s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
r e p o r t s  of c i v i l i a n s  wounded. There were p e r i o d i c  r e p o r t s  of 
body counts.  
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Q- You mentioned s e v e r a l  t imes t h a t  THOMPSON was 
t a l k i n g  about these  people being wounded and you s t a y  away 
from t h e  word k i l l .  Did he spec i fy  being wounded? It is 
kind of s t r ange  t h a t  you d o n ' t  use the  word k i l l .  

A. No. I suppose he may have. 1 may have put  the  
words "wounded and dead" where I s a i d  wounded, bu t  from the  
a i r  it i s  hard t o  confirm the  d i f f e r e n c e  between a wounded 
and a dead person because t h e  person is  l y i n g  the re .  H e  
could be wounded o r  he could be dead. 

Q. Your primary concern you s t a t e d  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
you had t h i s  confronta t ion  between two f r i e n d l y  u n i t s  and t h i s  
i s  a very embarrassing t h i n g  f o r  a commander, extremely d i s -
turb ing .  However, i f  you could re so lve  t h i s  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER, why go t o  your h igher  commander? How d i d  BARKER 
r e a c t  t o  t h i s  when you t o l d  him, and then why d i d  you have 
t o  take it t o  a h igher  commander and b r ing  it t o  h i s  a t t e n -
t i o n  i f  you could have resolved  it down a t  Task Force 
Barker l e v e l ?  

A. F i r s t  t h i n g ,  Colonel BARKER d i d n ' t  g e t  indignant  
when I brought it t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  H i s  f i r s t  a c t i o n  was 
t o  c a l l  o u t  and, a s  b e s t  as  I can r e c a l l ,  Major CALHOUN 
w a s  a i rborne ,  and he t o l d  Major CALHOUN i n  e f f e c t  t o  look 
i n t o  t h i s .  But he a l s o  asked him t o  b r ing  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
back. He then departed i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and went ou t  t o  
t h e  f i e l d .  The answer why I took it t o  Colonel HOLLADAY 
was t h a t  I thought it s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  b r ing  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n -
t i o n  of Colonel BARKER. He would probably t ake  it t o  h i s  
br igade commander, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I chal lenged t h e  modus 
operandi would be uncommon and he would i n  fact-- then 
through channels say ,  "What's t h e  b ig  idea  of him th ink ing  
t h a t  he has  the  p re roga t ive  of t e l l i n g  one of my people. ."  
So I a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  might be a comment come down 
through t h a t  would a r r i v e  a t  Colonel HOLLADAY, and I wanted 
him t o  be aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had approached Colonel 
B A m R  with t h i s  e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q You a r e  t e l l i n g  us t h i s  modus operandi--you mean 
the  way he was shoot ing  up people i n  t h e r e  then ,  n o t  s o  much 
as--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, both. Both, and the fact 
t h a t  t h i s  had t r a n s p i r e d  between one of my people and the  
personnel on t h e  ground. 
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Q *  The p o i n t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  make i s  t h e  p o i n t  of 
confronta t ion ,  you could have resolved t h a t  with Colonel 
BARKER and t h e r e  was no need t o  go f u r t h e r .  However, t h e r e  
was a  need t o  go f u r t h e r  i f  innocent  people were being 
k i l l e d ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  i s  t h e  only reason I took 
it t o  t h e  colonel .  I could have foreseen  t h a t  both  i n c i d e n t s  
could have gone through and back t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q- Did Colonel BARKER seem indignant  o r  shocked 
o r  dismayed o r  d i d  he seem t o  g e t  upset?  Did he seem t o  s t o p  
and g ive  t h i s  h i s  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  he  d id  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  r a d i o ,  
and then he  himself d w a r t e d .  Yes, he d i d  t a k e  immediate 

Ls t eps .  

Q. Did he  say he was going t o  look i n t o  t h i s  and 
s e e  what was going on and check t h i s  o u t  r i g h t  away or-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  exac t  words, 
b u t  he was i n t e r e s t e d  enough t o  g e t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
t o  go ou t  and t o  look i n t o  it. Whether he s a i d ,  " I ' l l  
l e t  you know about i t , "  o r  n o t ,  whether those  words were used, 
I d o n ' t  know. 

Q= Did h e  ever subsequently t a l k  t o  you about i t ?  

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  I was informed by someone, I ' m  
not  s u r e  who, probably Colonel BARKER, t h a t  they  could n o t  
l o c a t e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  whom M r .  THOMPSON had t a l k e d ,  and 
a s  a r e s u l t  they  cou ldn ' t  reso lve  i t ,  nobody confessed t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  b i g  disagreement o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. m a t  about t h e  5 0  people o u t  t h e r e ?  Was t h a t  
ever  d iscussed  by Colonel BARKER? 

A. He never found t h a t  t h e r e  was an undue number . 
of people t h a t  had been k i l l e d  and wounded t h a t  shou ldn ' t  
have been. 

Q. Did he  t e l l  you t h a t ?  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t ,  no. 

Q. I f  you were i n  t h i s  Task Force, Barker TOC a l l  
t h e  time you were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e s e  people,  was t h i s  discussed 

(MR WEST entered  t h e  hea r ing . )  
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with you subsequently o r  with these  people,  what happened, 
and were noncombatants being k i l l e d ?  T h i s  was a b i g  ac t ion .  
I t ' s  a continuous conversat ion going on i n  t h e  TOC with you 
and them when you're  i n  combat. You're t a l k i n g  about your 
opera t ions .  

A. Bas ica l ly ,  and I c a n ' t  say t h i s  a s  a d e f i n i t e  
th ing ,  I be l i eve  t h a t  he confirmed t h a t  they were VC. H i s  
understanding was t h a t  an undue number of people were not--
o r  innocent people were k i l l e d ,  bu t  a preponderance of t h e  
people t h a t  were k i l l e d  ou t  t h e r e  were VC. 

Q A s  a commander then ,  your people have brought 
you a complaint. Would you then go back t o  them and r e l a y  
t h i s  information? 

A.  Yes. I know I assured them t h e  t h i n g  was under--
was being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  and t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was substance t o  
it a t  a l l  t h a t  it would be taken c a r e  o f .  

10: L e t ' s  c l a r i f y  one p o i n t  h e r e ,  now. W e  might be 
g e t t i n g  ahead of ourse lves .  I th ink  Colonel FRANKLIN is 
s t i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  what you t o l d  Colonel BARKER and what 
happened t h a t  a f te rnoon,  no t  what may have t r a n s p i r e d  t h e  
following day o r  any day subsequent t h e r e t o ,  but  only what 
took p lace  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  That i s  a l l  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about.  

A.  I n  answer t o  t h a t ,  I c a n ' t  say with a l l  assurance 
t h a t  Colonel BARKER d i d  i n  f a c t  t a l k  t o  me again t h a t  day. 
I th ink  he d id .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any v i v i d  conversa t ions  
with him t h a t  day. \ 

Q Well, I would l i k e  t o  ask a ques t ion  here .  
Evidently,  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  made q u i t e  an impression upon 
your mind, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you would take  it t o  a 
commander made an impression upon your mind, and you 
already had i n  mind t h a t  you had t o  r e p o r t  t o  your own 
commander, which t o  my view makes sense.  But d i d  you no t  
go back t o  Colonel BARKER t h a t  af ternoon and f i n d  out  what 
it was, s o  t h a t  you knew what you would be r e p o r t i n g  t o  your 
commander? 

A .  Well, t h i s  i s  why I say I c a n ' t ,  i n  my mind, 
p i c t u r e  my conversat ion with Colonel BARKER. A s  I r e c a l l  
I th ink  he informed me t h a t  the  personnel o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  
were seen by my people were, i n  f a c t ,  predominately VC, but  
I ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  s i t  and swear t h a t  t h a t  took p lace .  But I--
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d  say
t h a t ?  You a r e  n o t  c e r t a i n  whether you even s a w  him t h a t  
af ternoon o r  no t ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I am n o t  abso lu te ly  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I saw him 
t h a t  af ternoon.  I ' m  su re  I g o t  an answer. 

Q- Based upon your concern about t h e  greenness of 
these  f l i g h t  personnel  of yours ,  and t h a t  it might have 
been t h a t  th ings  weren ' t  r e a l l y  t h e  way they were see ing  it 
and r e p o r t i n g  it, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you then got  something 
t h a t  s a i d ,  "Well they were VC", d i d  you ever  go back t o  
them and ques t ion  them i n  d e t a i l  a s  t o  what happened and 
g e t  it down on a p iece  of paper ,  o r  anything so  t h a t  you 
knew what happened? 

A. No, sir. I never d i d  g e t  \it down on paper.  

Q Did you ever  go back t o  them and t a l k  t o  them i n  
d e t a i l ,  because what has j u s t  been e s t z h l i s h e d  is  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  your crews t e l l  you one t h i n g ,  and a commander has t o l d  
you, "No. It  i s n ' t  t h a t  way". Would it no t  appear l o g i c a l  
t h a t  you would want t o  recheck wi th  your crews t o  f i n d  o u t ,  
e s t a b l i s h  i n  your own mind, whether they a r e  misrepor t ing ,  
whether they. a r e  green o r  something of t h i s  na ture?  

A. I know I discussed it wi th  my people again.  I 
spoke t o  my people with r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  sub jec t .  J u s t  
exac t ly  what and how it w a s  d iscussed  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  sir. 
I know t h a t  I d i d  no t  document on paper o r  on t ape  t h i s  
opera t ion ,  o r  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o r  s ta tements  having t o  do 
with t h i s .  I w a s  ins t ruc ted--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We' l l  go ahead of t h i s  time frame. 
What e l s e  d i d  they t e l l  you then? Did you ever  e s t a b l i s h  
i n  your mind what they a c t u a l l y  saw and what they p a r t i c i -
pated i n  t h e r e  on the  ground? 

A. I never quest ioned t h a t  they saw people on 
the  ground. I d o n ' t  th ink  t h a t  I ever  resolved i n  my 
mind t h a t  they saw as  many a s  they f e l t  they saw. A t  
t h e  same time, I never resolved i n  my mind t h a t  they were 
a l l  VC e i t h e r ,  

9- Did you ever  g e t  any more from them than what 
you have given here  t h i s  morning? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so.  
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MR WALSH: Major, going back t o  t h i s  per iod  prior t o  11 
o 'c lock  when you w e r e  i n  t h e  TOC and you had incomplete r a d i o  
communications, i s  t h a t  a f a i r  d e s c r i p t i o n ?  Is t h i s  normal 
t h a t  you would n o t  have r a d i o  communication wi th  your s h i p s  . 

i n  t h e  a i r ?  

A. Well, yes ,  I was f r u s t r a t e d  more than  once 
because I c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  o u t  what was going on, n o t  j u s t  
on t h i s  opera t ion .  When I f i r s t  went down, I d i d n ' t  have 
a UHF rad io .  There j u s t  wasn ' t  one. And a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s ,  it was a major endeavor t o  go and g e t  a UHF r a d i o ,  
and hopeful ly  t h i s  would reso lve  some of my problems. But 
when y o u ' r e  no t  a i rborne  and a con tac t  s t a r t s  running 
down one VC and t h a t  r e p o r t  comes over ,  "We're r e c e i v i n g  
f i r e , "  t h a t ' s  t h e  type  of r e p o r t  t h a t  you hear .  Immediately 
you want t o  know what, why, and everyth ing  e l s e .  W e l l ,  you 
a r e  t a l k i n g  t o  people who a r e  t ak ing  a l l  of t h e  a c t i o n .  They 
d o n ' t  have time t o  t e l l  you what, why, where and everyth ing  
e l s e  because they a r e  completely i n  t h a t  a c t i v i t y .  So, 
you s i t  f r u s t r a t e d  a l l  t h i s  time t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  ou t .  And 
t h a t  was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  day. There were t h e s e  very 
sketchy r e p o r t s  coming over ,  and y o u ' r e  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  
despera te ly  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  answers, and t h e y ' r e  coming back 
a t  you t e l l i n g  you t o  w a i t ,  t o  wai t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  when you got  a t ransmiss ion  from 
them t h a t  one of your s h i p s  had landed, t h a t  was an extremely 
unusual event ,  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, I thought  it was. 

Q. And you d i d  ask why? 

A. Yes, I prcSably got  t h e  answer, "Wait, I ' l l  f i n d  
o u t .  I' 

Q You got  nothing more than t h a t ?  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  no I d i d  no t .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  
much. I knew he  was t a k i n g  someone t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  b u t  
I d i d n ' t  know--

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  1'11 come t o  t h a t  i n  j u s t  a 
minute. Well, when you got  t h e  word t h a t  one of t h e  s h i p s  
was t ak ing  someone t o  a h o s p i t a l ,  does normally t h e  p i l o t  
i n  t h e  a i r  have t o  g e t  permission t o  leave  h i s  s t a t i o n  t o  
go t o  something l i k e  t h i s ?  Who is i n  con t ro l  i n  t h i s  
opera t ion?  
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A .  O v e r a l l ,  Task Force  Barker w a s  t h a t  day 
i n  charge of everybody i n  t h a t  a r e a  a s  such and I was next-
in-command of  my people .  They were coming o f f  s t a t i o n  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  THOMPSON ha$ t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and I t h i n k  he  
took  it upon himself  t h a t  he  had t h e  person and h e  j u s t  
p icked up and s t a r t e d  going. A r e p o r t  came i n  t h a t  h e  was 
t a k i n g  someone t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q *  Did you g e t  on t h e  r a d i o  and ask him why? 

A. Y e s ,  and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And du r ing  t h i s  e n t i r e  t ime you
lea rned  no th ing  about  t h e s e  e v e n t s  t h a t  subsequent ly  were 
d i scussed  among t h e  t h r e e  p i l o t s ?  

A. I knew very  l i t t l e  a t  a l l  w h i l e  I w a s  on t h e  
ground. While I w a s  i n  t h e  van and they  were a i r b o r n e ,  I 
knew very  l i t t l e  of  what w a s  t r a n s p i r i n g .  

Q A s  you t h i n k  back on it ,  d o e s n ' t  it s e e m  odd t h a t  
you d i d n ' t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  d i r e c t  them t o  r e p o r t  t o  you when 
they  g o t  back on t h e  ground? 

A. W e l l  t hey  d i d  come up t o  m e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  

Q. Apparent ly  n o t  by your  d i r e c t i o n  d i d  t hey  come 
t o  see you. 

A .  W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n .  

MR WALSH: I have no f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  

COL FRANKLIN: You've g o t  a  miss ion ,  and you 've  g o t  t h e  miss ion  
s c r e e n  t o  t h e  sou th .  You've g o t  a b i g  problem going on. 
Your peop le ,  t h e y ' r e  under your  command. They ' re  n o t  Task 
Force  Barker.  They ' r e  having some problems down t h e r e .  You 
a r e  n o t  s u r e  what t hey  a r e .  They ' r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  l e a v e  s t a t i o n ,  
which means a b o r t  t h e  miss ion.  You a r e  7 minutes f l y i n g  t i m e  
from t h e r e .  Why d o n ' t  you g e t  an a i r p l a n e  and f l y  down t h e r e  
and see what ' s  going on? 

A. Because t h e  gunships  f i r s t  of  a l l  w e r e n ' t  
s c r e e n i n g  any longe r .  They were over  t h e  t r o o p s  themselves .  
The t r o o p s  d i d n ' t  have any f i r i n g  miss ion ,  o r  a miss ion 
t h a t  t hey  were s a y i n g ,  "Don' t  go away. Don' t  go away," o r  
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anyth ing  else, s o  when t h e  s h i p s  l e f t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  anybody 
who w a s  screaming f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  ' he lp .  

Q But t h e  b e s t  way t o  f i n d  o u t  what w a s  going on 
and g e t  it squared  away w a s  t o  go down t h e r e  y o u r s e l f  i n  
one of  your  a i r p l a n e s .  

A.  I suppose s o ,  sir. 

10: For  t h e  s a k e  of  t h e  r e c o r d  would it n o t  b e  q u i t e  
normal when your  f l i g h t  o u t  t h e r e  was g e t t i n g  n e a r  t h e  end 
of  t h e i r  g a s  c a p a b i l i t y ,  f u e l  c a p a b i l i t y ,  t h a t  t h e y  would 
simply n o t i f y  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  
l e a v i n g  s t a t i o n ?  

A. They would r e q u e s t  permiss ion t o  l eave .  They 
would be  g e n e r a l l y  j u s t  t o l d ,  "We're l e a v i n g  because  o f  t h e  
f u e l . "  

Q .  Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  w a s  
going on t h a t  morning t h a t  you were d i r e c t l y  i nvo lved  i n ,  
t h a t  had consumed q u i t e  a b i t  o f  your t i m e  away from your  
TOC and away from your  communications? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.. I t h i n k  you a r e  l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  
mor ta rs .  

Q I am l e a d i n g  up t o  mor ta rs .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I f lew on t h a t .  I h o n e s t l y ,  a s  I 
s t a t e d  i n  my tes t imony,  I cannot c o r r e l a t e  bo th  o p e r a t i o n s  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  on t h e  same day. 

10: May I have t h e  l o g  of  t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

(Recorder hands l o g ,  E x h i b i t  M-6, t o  10.) 

I a m  going t o  r e f r e s h  your memory a g a i n  on 
i t em number 1 9  and 42  which i n c r e a s e s  t h e  number o f  rounds 
from one number t o  ano the r .  This  i s  th.e l o g  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a l  
D iv i s ion ,  E x h i b i t  M-6. 

A. I remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of f i n d i n g  and des t roy -
i n g  f o r t y  6 0  m i l l i m e t e r  mor ta r  rounds.  I t  was on H i l l  85. 

Q I f  t h i s  appears  i n  t h e  l o g  of  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
Division--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  It probably occurred t h a t  day. 

Q I t  i s  very l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  it d id  take 
p lace  on t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q - This has a l s o  been brought out  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  
testimony t h a t  it d i d  take p lace  t h a t  morning. So i t ' s  n o t  
only t h e  log  t h a t  confirms t h i s .  Now, what a c t u a l l y  
happened dur ing  t h i s  mortar rounds i n c i d e n t ?  

A. There was a r e p o r t  made t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  they 
found and observed mortar rounds i n  an o l d  foxhole o r  
some type of a  defensive hole  within an o l d  ARVN camp a t  
the  top  of H i l l  85. The r e p o r t  came i n .  I requested and 
got  permission t o  go ahead and go i n .  I n i t i a l l y ,  I was 
t o  go i n  and remove them. 

Q - Go i n  wi th  whom? 

A. My infantrymen, my 22 infantrymen, which 
I subsequently d i d ,  and I flew one of t h e  t roop s h i p s ,  too ,  

\ I be l i eve ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  wave. I pu t  t h e  f i r s t  t roops  i n  
because of t h e  problem of picking an a r e a  i n  which t o  land 
because the  ground was extremely rough and t h e r e  were some 
o ld  s h e l t e r  tops  which I d i d n ' t  want t o  land on. So I 
went i n  f i r s t  and I picked and s e l e c t e d  an a rea  i n  which 
t o  l e t  o f f  t h e  infantrymen. We s t ayed  a i rborne  through 
the  per iod of time they set charges and then blew. They 
s tayed on u n t i l  they were blown. We checked t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  they were a l l  destroyed,  and then we went i n  and 
commenced t o  p ick  them up. I th ink  a t  t h a t  time I reve r t ed  
t h a t  time t o  t h e  l a s t  ship.  I went and picked up t h e  l a s t  
group of infantrymen. 

Q Did you have guns with you? 

A, Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Referr ing  again t o  the  time ind ica ted  i n  t h e  
America1 Divis ion  r e p o r t  on the  19 th ,  i f  t h i s  opera t ion  
was conducted and with your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of time t h a t  it 
took t o  i n i t i a t e  the  opera t ion ,  t o  g e t  the  ground f o r c e  
a l e r t e d ,  t o  g e t  them i n  the  chopper, t o  g e t  your guns 
a i rborne ,  t o  go t o  t h e  a r e a ,  t o  accomplish the  t a sk  which 
you have j u s t  o u t l i n e d ,  t o  r e t u r n  t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  and 
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t o  g e t  back t o  your TOC, how much t i m e  would e l a s p e ?  

A. Perhaps 2 hours ,  sir. It d i d n ' t  t a k e  us very  
long  to - - I 'd  say  2 hours.  

Q Even 2 hours ,  f r a n k l y ,  seems t o  my view some-
what excess ive .  

A. I c a n ' t  p l a c e  t h e  t ime.  I know of an inc iden t - -

Q 0 ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  an i n c i d e n t  
I ' m  t a lk ing- -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  r e a c t i o n  
t ime ,  sir. There w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  that  Task Force  Barker 
i n  t h e i r  moni tor ing  of r a d i o  communications--for example 
t hey  t imed me one day when a r e p o r t  came i n  t h a t  t hey  had 
observed some VC on ano the r  h i l l  almost  a given number of 
mi l e s  away, b u t  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n .  From t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
r e p o r t  came i n  u n t i l  t h e  i n f a n t r y  was back on t h e  ground a t  
LZ D o t t i e ,  47 minutes had e l apsed .  It may have been done 
i n  less than 2 hours .  W e  have conducted complete combat 
a s s a u l t s ,  engagements, and e x t r a c t i o n s  i n  less t h a n  2 hours .  

Q .  This makes sense  t o  m e  because t h a t ' s  your  busi -
nes s .  These people ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when you a r e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
middle of a combat o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e s e  people  a r e  s i t t i n g  r i g h t  
a longs ide  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  ready t o  go. 

A. They always w e r e .  When I went down my i n f a n t r y ,  
from t h e  t i m e  I w a s  r e p o r t e d  down u n t i l  they r e p o r t e d  t o  m e ,  
w a s  6 minutes.  They a r e  very f a s t .  

Q . So, it would be f a i r  t o  say  then  t h a t  maybe it 
w a s  somewhere, because of t h e  f l i g h t  t ime which is  compara-
t i v e l y  s h o r t ,  maybe 1 0  k i l o m e t e r s ,  t h a t  it may have been 
somewhere between an hour and 2 hours t h a t  you p o s s i b l y  
were a b s e n t  from your TOC, and absen t  from c o n t r o l  o r  moni-
t o r i n g  of t h e  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  My a t t e n t i o n  was t o  t h i s  and I w a s  
o u t  on it. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Would t h a t  n o t  be some cause f o r  you n o t  t o  be 
completely up t o  d a t e  on what was t r a n s p i r i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. It could  be. 
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Q - But t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  when these  crews re turn-
ed t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  you d i d  d i scuss  the  ma t t e r  i n  depth with 
them? 

A. Yes, sir. I d i d  with M r .  THOMPSON. 

Q. M r .  THOMPSON and the  o t h e r  members? 

A. Yes, sir.  I d id .  

Q. A s  I r e c a l l  i n  your testimony t h e r e  was nothing 
of prime i n t e r e s t  f o r  the  remainder of the  af ternoon? 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. What w a s  your next  a c t i o n  o r  r e a c t i o n  as  f a r  a s  
r epor t ing  t h i s  i s  concerned? 

A. I repor ted  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  evening back 
a t  my base camp a t  Chu Lai  i n  h i s  hootch. 

Q. A t  what time? 

A. It was a f t e r  dar-k, sir.  I would say 8 o r  9 
o 'c lock i n  t h e  evening perhaps. I know it was i n  t h e  eve-
ning, w e l l  a f t e r  dark.  

Q. W a s  it g e t t i n g  f a i r l y  l a t e  i n  the  evening? 

A. Nine o'clock perhaps. 

Q. Was anybody e l s e  p r e s e n t  when you repor ted  t h i s  
t o  your b a t t a l i o n  commander? 

A.  No, sir. A t  t h e  time I d i d n ' t  know what t o  do. 
I wasn ' t  p o s i t i v e  that I had t o  t e l l  him, but  I d id .  I d i d  
r e l a t e  t h a t .  There w a s  n o t  another  person i n  t h e  room. 

Q. I t h i n k  you were proper i n  r e l a t i n g  it t o  him. 
What d i d  you t e l l  him? 

A. I n  essence,  t h e  very same t h i n g  I t o l d  Colonel 
BARKER, what I previous ly ,  t o  the  b e s t  of my knowledge, what 
I previous ly  t o l d  you he re ,  s ir .  

Q. How long d i d  you t a l k  t o  him? 

A. It w a s  a f a i r  l eng th  of t ime, sir. From t h a t  it 
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went on t o  some j u s t  genera l  d iscuss ions  about t h i s  type of 
th ing ,  asking me i f  I was aware of the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of what 
I was saying. I t  w a s  a good--he probably gave m e  a s  much 
a t t e n t i o n  then  as  h e ' s  ever  given m e .  

Q - Was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had a  conf ron ta t ion  of such 
tremendous s i g n i f i c a n c e ?  

A. Well, f o r  some reason, s i r ,  it was t o  me. H e  
dwelt more time on t h e  o t h e r  a spec t s  of it, t h e  wounded and 
a l l ,  than  I did.  

Q. Why d i d  he do t h a t ?  ' 

A, I d o n ' t  know, s ir .  Maybe he put  more s tock  i n  
it than I d id ,  He asked me one t ime, d i d  I r e a l i z e  t h e  s i g -  
n i f i cance  of t h i s ,  Maybe I d i d n ' t .  

Q. Did you recognize t h a t  what you were r e p o r t i n g  
then,  the  t roop  conf ron ta t ion ,  when you were t a l k i n g  about 
c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  and s o  f o r t h ,  t h a t  you were i n  f a c t  
r epor t ing  an a t r o c i t y ?  When you mentioned i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
k i l l i n g  o r  shoot ing of c i v i l i a n s ,  no mat ter  whether it is 
one i n d i v i d u a l  o r  what it i s ,  it is  an a t r o c i t y .  Is t h i s  
n o t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  But I ' m  no t  su re  t h a t  I ful ly--I 'm 
no t  su re  i n  my mind whether I r e a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Q. How much depth d i d  you g e t  i n t o  with Colonel 
HOLLADAY concerning the  k i l l i n g  and wounding of noncornbat-
a n t s  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. As  completely as I d i d  with Colonel BARKER, sir.  

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he exh ib i t ed  much more i n t e -
rest i n  t h i s .  There must have been cons iderable  d i scuss ion  
w a s  t h e r e  n o t ,  from t h i s  aspect?  

A. Yes, s i r .  The t h i n g  i s  t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
I s a i d  any more o r  l e s s  t o  e i t h e r  one. That ' s  my po in t .  I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  I he ld  anything back from e i t h e r  one of them, or  
r e a l i z e d  it. 

Q - . What I am t r y i n g  t o  do is t o  g e t  t h e  impression 
which you conveyed t o  Colonel HOLLADAY and t o  people subsequent.  
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A. Well, Colonel HOLLADAY be l ieved t h a t  t h e r e  were 
people need less ly  k i l l e d  ou t  t h e r e .  He d i d  g e t  t h a t  convey- 
ance d e f i n i t e l y  from what I had t o l d  him and he f e l t  com-
pe l l ed ,  he s a i d ,  i f  I was going t o  remain with t h a t  s t o r y ,  
then he was going t o  take  it up t o  the  d i v i s i o n  i n  the  morn-
ing, t h a t  I would have t o  r e l a t e  t h a t  same s t o r y  i n  the  morn-
ing. He asked me i f  I was prepared t o  do t h a t  and I s a i d ,  
I 1 Y e s ,  sir.  I was." 

Q- Then you d i s c u s s e d . t h i s  with Colonel HOLLADAY i n  
very cons iderable  depth considering the  time t h a t  you ind i -  
cated t h a t  you remained with him. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - I have heard t h e  term "agonized" which may not  
be a  d e s c r i p t i v e  term, b u t  you r e a l l y  t a l k e d  over  a l l  t h e  
var ious aspects  of the  s i t u a t i o n ,  the  impl ica t ions ,  and the  
r ami f i ca t ions  of what you have seen and what you would be 
repor t ing  and what t h i s  might lead  i n t o ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  He d id .  He poin ted  ou t  t o  me what it 
might lead  i n t o .  He asked me i f  I was aware of what I was 
saying, o r  t h e  impl ica t ion  of what I was saying. I s a i d  
yes a t  t h e  t ime,  but  I--the answer i s  d e f i n i t e l y  no. I 
had no i d e a  I would be s i t t i n g  here  today i n  t h i s .  

Q. Even though Colonel HOLLADAY placed h i s  g r e a t e s t  
emphasis a t  t h a t  time upon t h e  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  and/ 
o r  wounded, as f a r  a s  you ' r e  concerned, the  t h i n g  was s t i l l  
impressing upon you was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a 
confronta t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. I th ink  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Yes, sir. 

Q. Did n o t  the  ques t ions  of Colonel HOLLADAY, and 
what he had t o  say ,  and t h e  impl ica t ion  of r e p o r t i n g  c i v i l -  
i a n s  k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly  make a r a t h e r  deep impression 
upon you? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it d i d .  

Q. We're s o l d i e r s .  This is  our  bus iness .  We've 
been given a l l  k ind  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  about the  c a r e  and t h e  
handl ing of c i v i l i a n s .  We have been admonished many, many 
times by a l l  commanders throughout t h e  chain of command n o t  
t o  k i l l  c i v i l i a n s ,  t o  handle them proper ly ,  t o  t r e a t  women 
kindly ,  and a l l  of t h i s  kind of i n s t r u c t i o n s  and regu la t ions  
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and requirements.  Yet we g e t  down t o  a p o i n t  of a l a r g e  num-
b e r  of c i v i l i a n s  f i r e d  upon ind i sc r imina te ly  o r  unnecessar i ly ,  
and it d o e s n ' t  make an impression? 

A. Well it makes an impression sir, b u t  a t  t h a t  
p o i n t  i n  time it wasn ' t  proven t h a t  t h i s  had i n  f a c t  taken 
place.  The conf ron ta t ion  had. I d o n ' t  know why I s a i d  t h a t ,  
bu t  it has  always concerned me. I t  was a concern t o  me t h a t  
people might'have k i l l e d ,  a l s o  innocent people k i l l e d ,  but  it 
h a d n ' t  been proven t h a t  innocent  people had i n  f a c t  been k i l l -
ed. -One of t h e  t o p i c s  we d iscussed  so  much was why weren ' t  
t h e r e  more weapons i f  they k i l l e d  a l l  t h a t  number of VC? 
T h a t ' s  always been a  ques t ion  i n  my mind, too .  Why weren ' t  
t h e r e  more weapons. 

Q. Well, would t h i s  n o t  then lead  back t o  your--
t h i s  r e p o r t  came o u t  immediately. Would t h i s  no t  l ead  back 
t o  your conversa t ion  with THOMPSON and t h e  o t h e r s  t o  cause 
you t o  look i n t o  t h i s  t h i n g  f u r t h e r ?  

A .  I thought t h a t  a t  the  time I had done a s  much as  
I could do i n  my capac i ty  and a l l .  I had confronted t h e  
ground commander a s  soon as  I r e a l l y  became aware of it and 
~t was h i s  people,  h i s  a r e a ,  and h i s  b a t t l e .  H e  d i d  move o u t  
r i g h t  away t o  look i n t o  t h i s .  

Q - I agree wi th  you t o  t h a t  e x t e n t ,  t h a t  you d i d  . 
t h e  proper t h i n g  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  Colonel BARKER immediately. 
You d i d  t h e  proper t h i n g  exac t ly  i n  r epor t ing  t o  your command-
ing o f f i c e r .  But we a l l  have ob l iga t ions  as  s o l d i e r s  t o  fo l -
low through wi th in  our command. 

A.  S i r ,  .I thought it was being followed through. 
General YOUIilG came down and looked i n t o  it. I t  wasn ' t  lack-
ing ,  i n  my mind, command emphasis. I had no reason t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  they weren ' t  t ak ing  s t eps .  

Q A l l  r i g h t ,  I would ask the  o t h e r  members of the 
team i f  you have ques t ions  concerning t h i s  d i scuss ion  with 
Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  address t o  Major WATKE? 

MR MACCRATE: You say t h a t  t h i s  conversat ion with Colonel 
HOLLADAY l a s t e d  f o r  some period of t ime,  Do you have any 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of about what time it ended? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  sir.  The dec i s ion  was made t h a t  w e  
would go i n  the  morning t o  d i v i s i o n .  That may have some t i e - i n  
t o  it. 
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Q .  Did you consider  going t o  d i v i s i o n  t h a t  very 
night?  Was t h i s  discussed by you? 

A. It may have been. Yes, sir,  but  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any
quest ion when I l e f t .  I knew I was going t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  
the morning wi th  t h i s .  There wasn Y any doubt towards consid-
e r ing  any longer  t h a t  it was going h igher .  That dec i s ion  had 
been made and whether o r  no t  it was toyed wi th ,  whether we 
should a t  t h i s  moment go forward, whether we should delay it 
u n t i l  morning, I ' m  n o t  absolu te ly  su re .  But I know when I 
l e f t  t h a t  n i g h t  t o  go home t o  go t o  bed, t h a t  i n  the  morning 
the  colonel  and I were going up t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

Q - I n  your d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY, d id  you 
t a l k  about why t h e r e  had been the  confronta t ion?  

A. I'm s u r e  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  conf ron ta t ion  was the  
obvious d i f f e r e n c e  of what was needed and what was excess.  
What was beyond what was necessary versus what was f e l t  t o  be 
necessary.  

Q. What was the  na tu re  of t h a t  excess? 

A. The amount of f i r i n g  t h a t  was being conducted by 
t h e  t roops on t h e  ground. That unarmed personnel--unarmed 
women and children--

Q: ( In te rpos ing)  So, it was t h e  f i r i n g  on c i v i l i a n s  
which w a s  t h e  very reason f o r  t h i s  conf ron ta t ion .  Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. . Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you t a l k e d  with Colonel HOLLADAY about t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: I have no fur t .her  ques t ions .  

MR WEST: For p o s s i b l e  ampl i f i ca t ion ,  Major WATKE, you s t a t -
ed t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY ta lked  t o  you about t h e  impl ica t ions  
of the  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s .  What d i d  he say on t h i s  p o i n t ,  
i f  you r e c a l l ?  

A. I t h i n k  b a s i c a l l y  it was t h a t  my charge was q u i t e  
something and i f  it proved t o  be f a l s e ,  t h e r e  was always t h a t  
ques t ion  t h a t  it wasn ' t  a f a c t ,  t h a t  I would j u s t  b a s i c a l l y  
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be ruined. I s a t  t h e r e  and accused people of need less ly  k i l l -
ing  people and I c e r t a i n l y  wouldn't be asked t o  perform 
another  mission f o r  'anybody again ,  because I was d e f i n i t e l y  
h u r t i n g  a number of people,  o r  would h u r t  them, i f  t h i s  proved 
t o  be t r u e .  There were going t o  be o t h e r  people who would suf -
f e r ,  and 1 . c o u l d  expect  t o  s u f f e r  i n  t u r n  i f  I was wrong, 

Q Did he d i scuss  t h e  impl ica t ions  of your revela-
t i o n s ,  i f  they prove t o  be t r u e ,  o r  a c t i o n  was taken on them 
based on the  conclusions of t h i s ?  

A ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  I understand, sir. 

Q. Well., you s t a t e d  t h e  impl ica t ions  i f - the  s t o r y
proved t o  be f a l s e .  What about t h e  impl ica t ions  of your having 
t o l d  a t r u e  s t o r y ?  

A. Nothing would happen t o  me, bu t  t h e r e  would be 
o t h e r  people who would c e r t a i n l y  pay the  p r i c e  f o r  t h i s  
ac t ion .  

Q What d i d  he say about t h a t ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  Did 
you d iscuss  the  e f f e c t  on the  d iv i s ion?  Do you remember 
p a r t s  of what was s a i d ?  

A, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I t  would be a black day, 
no doubt about t h a t ,  

Q. Did he d i scuss  the  e f f e c t  upon those i n  command? 

A. Yes, a t  t h e  lower command. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
it w a s  d iscussed  what impact t h i s  would have a t  d i v i s i o n - l e v e l  
command, 

Q. But he d i d  say t h a t  he would have t o  t ake  it t o  
General YOUNG? 

A. Well, a t  t h e  t ime t h a t .  we l e f t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  I 
d o n ' t  be l i eve  we resolved  t o  what genera l  we were going. But 
we were going t o  see  a genera l  o f f i c e r  i n  the  morning. I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  General KOSTER's  name had been mentioned, but  it 
was--we were going i n  t h e  morning t o  see one of t h e  genera ls  
and General YOUNG was Colonel HOLLADAY's s e n i o r  o f f i c e r .  I t  
was l o g i c a l  t h a t  he was the  man t o  whom he would f i r s t  address  
the  problem. 

Q. Did he s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  would be a mat t e r  of con-
cern t o  General YOUNG o r  General KOSTER? 
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A. Yes, sir. No doubt t h a t  people would respond t o  
. t h i s .  

Q- We're speaking of t h e  poss ib ly  unnecessary k i l l i n g s .  

A. Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  whole aspect  
of i t ,  b u t  t h e r e  was p o s s i b l e  concern t o  them t h a t  I had a  
confronta t ion .  

10: Anybody e l s e ?  

COL MILLER: You have mentioned s e v e r a l  t imes your charge and 
your accusa t ions .  Were you making any charges o r  a l l e g a t i o n s  
yourself  o r  merely r e l a y i n g  t h e  information? 

A. I was re l ay ing ,  b u t  they were my people.  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, have you checked i n t o  t h i s  enough 
s o  t h a t  you f e e l  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  information you a r e  r e -
pea t ing  happened? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  I must've had enough--there must've 

been doubt i n  my--enough a s s u r i t y  i n  my mind t o  look a t  it 

t h a t  I had reason t o  b r i n g  it t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  


Q. You s a i d  t h a t  you gave e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same in -  
formation t o  Colonel BARKER as  you d i d  your b a t t a l i o n  commander. 
Would you s t a t e  again b r i e f l y  what BARKER'S r e a c t i o n  seemed 
t o  be. Was he more concerned about conf ron ta t ion  o r  p o s s i b l e  
k i l l i n g s ?  

A .  A s  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  was very l i t t l e  conversat ion 
between Colonel BARKER and me. He a s  much a s  s a i d ,  "We'l l  
look i n t o  i t , "  and "barn," a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e  he  l e f t  t o  go 
out .  

10: Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  a t  t h e  time t h a t  you 
t a lked  t o  Colonel BARKER t h a t  h e  might have a l ready had q u i t e  
a  b i t  of information concerning t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I gathered t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime. 
I thought somewhat about i t - - p a r t i c u l a r  r e a c t i o n .  I d i d  
have t h e  impression t h a t  he  was concerned, because he  imrnedi- 
a t e l y  took s t e p s  t o ' g o  o u t  and look a t  it. He d i d n ' t  on t h e  
o the r  hand go o u t  and say ,  "What a r e  you basing a l l  t h i s  on?" 
He d i d n ' t  delve i n t o  me a s  t o  who s a i d  it, where, what, l i k e  
you a r e  doing t o  me r i g h t  now. H e  said--
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I f  you came t o  somebody c o l d ,  
would it n o t  be q u i t e  l o g i c a l ,  and I can t e l l  you, i f  somebody 
came t o  me, I would want t o  know a l l  the  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  and 
a l l  t he  d e t a i l s  down t o  t h e  l a s t  comma. 

A. He d i d  n o t  query me i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  A s  I say, 
a f t e r  th inking  l a t e r  about it, he may have. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  
he d i d ,  sir.  He never acknowledged t h a t  he d id .  

Q Does anybody have any ques t ions  concerning the  
d i scuss ion  with Colonel HOLLADAY? 

MR WEST: He d i d n ' t  q u i t e  f i n i s h  h i s  s e n t e n c e .  He may have 
what? . 

A. He may have been aware of it, b u t  I d i d n ' t  have 
any knowledge t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he d id .  

MR WEST: He may have had some knowledge of t h e  i n c i d e n t  a l -  
ready and he w a s  n o t  s u r p r i s e d .  Is t h a t  the  idea? 

A. I wouldn' t say t h a t  he wasn 't s u r p r i s e d ,  sir. 

H i s  response w a s  immediate. He d i d  take some immediate a c t s .  


10: My ques t ion  would be,  what is he going t o  a c t  

upon? A t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t ime, what could he a c t  upon, unless  

he knew where it was, what it was with r e s p e c t  t o  where 

t h e  hootch was, the  people involved,  and where a l l  these  

o t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  wounded people were? How could he a c t  i f  he 

d i d n ' t  know where it was? 


A. He knew it was i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of My La i  ( 4 )  . 

Maybe he j u s t  d i d n ' t  chal lenge me a t  t h a t  t i m e .  


Q - This is  what I a m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a f e e l  f o r .  You 
recognize t h a t  we can1 t--we ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  th ings  from you, 
because Colonel BARKER i s n ' t  here  t o  provide testimony. 

A.  Colonel BARKER a t  no time came back and d r i l l e d  
me f o r  any d e t a i l  a t  a l l  i n  t h i s .  

Q. I n  your d i scuss ion  with Colonel HOLLADAY, d i d  
you i n d i c a t e  t o  him t h a t  it had been repor ted  t o  you t h a t  
a l a r g e  number of bodies were i n  a loca t ion?  

A .  S i r ,  I j u s t  can ' t - - I  j u s t  cannot r e c a l l  t h a t ,  
sir. I remember t h i s  given number of a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  I saw. 
That was--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I th ink  t h e r e  was perhaps a num-
ber  given t o  t h a t ,  bu t  it wasn ' t  anything mammoth. I cannot 
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r e c a l l  anybody t e l l i n g  me about a l a r g e  body, o r  l a r g e  number 
of people a t  any one s p e c i f i c  l o c a l e .  I j u s t  cannot remember 
tha t .  I ' m  no t  doubting, o r  saying  t h a t  it d idn ' t - - I  j u s t  
absolu te ly  cannot b r ing  it back t o  memory. 

Q Did you ever  r e c a l l  t e l l i n g  him about t h e  i n c i d e n t  
of a  colored s o l d i e r  shoot ing  i n t o  a d i t c h  o r  i n t o  an a r e a  
where t h e r e  were some bodies? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  
it mentally--or a mental .block o r  what, I j u s t  c a n ' t  remem-
ber . 
10: Do you have any more ques t ions  . a t  t h i s  t i m e  on 
t h i s  po in t?  

(No response.  ) 
I 

5 .  

You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had a long s e s s i o n  with 
Colonel HOLLADAY and t h a t  you knew subsequently t h a t  you and 
Colonel HOLLADAY were going t o  r e p o r t  t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Would you now expla in  your next  s t ep?  

A, I r e t i r e d  f o r  t h e  evening, and I d i d n ' t  d i scuss  
it f u r t h e r  with anybody, and the  next  morning w e  went t o  d i v i -
s ion  headquar ters  and I re layed  t h e  s t o r y  i n  t h e  presence of 
Colonel HOLLADAY t o  General YOUNG who w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i -
s ion  commander. 

Q. Was anybody e l s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  d i scuss ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  sir. W e  were i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  
I r e c a l l  t h a t .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  anybody e l s e  was i n  
the room. 

Q. How long were you t h e r e ?  

A Perhaps 30 minutes. 

9. But you d i d  spend 30 minutes d e s c r i b i n g  what had 
been r e l a t e d  t o  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t o l d  my s t o r y  almost complete, and 
then t h e  genera l  quest ioned me about c e r t a i n  a spec t s  of it, 
and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  now whether he s a i d  a l l  r i g h t  t o  me and 
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r e l e a s e d  m e ,  o r  whether he h e l d  m e  f o r  a l i t t l e  while .  But I 
w a s  subsequently r e l e a s e d  and I l e f t  and went down t o  LZ Dot t i e .  
But I d o n ' t  remember how I g o t  t h e r e .  I flew, I know t h a t ,  
bu t  I d o n ' t  know whether I went by myself i n  an a i r p l a n e  o r  
j u s t  what a i r p l a n e  took me  down t h e r e .  

Q. Did you r e c a l l  any of t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  w e r e  
addressed t o  you by General YOUNG? 

A. I th ink  it was c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  sir. I d o n ' t  s p e c i f -
i c a l l y  remember any. I t  was c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  th ings  
t h a t  I had s t a t e d  as t o  probably who-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did he ,  t o o ,  p o i n t  out  t h e  impli-
c a t i o n s  t o  you.of what you might be r epor t ing?  

A. Not i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
a very s e r i o u s  th ing .  He took a g r e a t  d e a l  of i n t e r e s t  i n  it, 
bu t  he d i d n ' t  warn me. 

Q - Was General KOSTER p r e s e n t  t h a t  day? 

A. NO, sir .  I never have t a l k e d  t o  General KOSTER. 

Q - Do you know whether o r  not  he was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
headquarters  a t  that time? 

A .  I c a n ' t  say,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he was phys ica l ly  
t h e r e  o r  no t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any recording? Was t h e r e  any w r i t t e n  
s ta tements ,  o r  anything taken a t  t h a t  time? 

A. No, s i r .  Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

MR WEST: Did he t ake  notes? 

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he took notes  o r  no t .  

Q. Comparing h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  the  s t o r y  a s  compared
with t h a t  of Colonel HOLLADAY, d i d  he p lace  t h e  same emphasis 
on the  k i l l i n g  of the  c i v i l i a n s  as  Colonel HOLLADAY d i d  o r  
was t h e r e  a d i f f e r e n t  r eac t ion?  

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  I can de f ine  h i s  r e a c t i o n .  He 
d e f i n i t e l y  was concerned. There wasn ' t  any doubt about this. 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he was chal lenging me, but  I l e f t  with t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  he c e r t a i n l y  was concerned enough wi th  t h e  problem. 

(WATKE ) 108 APP T-10 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


H e  never quest ioned it. 

Q- You c a n ' t  say t h a t  he gave one aspec t  more emphasis 
than the  o t h e r ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  confronta t ion  over  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
k i l l i n g  o r  v i c e  versa? 

A. I d o n ' t  know i f  he took a g r e a t  d e a l  of i n t e r e s t  
i n  the  confronta t ion .  I th ink  h i s  concern was what had t r ans -
p i red  on t h e  ground. The f a c t  t h e  k i l l i n g  of people .... 
MR WEST : Thank you, t h a t ' s  a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: How d i d  he express t h a t  concern t o  you? 

A. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember t h e  words. I know t h a t  I 
was impressed by--really a t  t h e  time everybody up t h e r e  was con-
cerned about t h e  i n c i d e n t .  Nobody lacked a responsive r e a c t i o n  
t o  it. They had a s i n c e r e  concern t h a t  t h i s  might have happened. 

10: When you say everybody up t h e r e ,  who i s  every-
body up t h e r e ?  

A. I mean, s i r ,  when I brought it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  
of Colonel BARKER, of my own commander, of General YOUNG. 
A l l  of these  people took due note  of it and were concerned. 

Q. To p u t  it i n  a d i f f e r e n t  terminology o r  phrase-
ology, were t h e r e  any o t h e r  people i n  t h e  headquar ters  a t  
t h a t  time who were aware of t h i s ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
was anybody e l s e  i n  t h e  room and I d i d  no t  r e l a t e  it t o  any-
body e l s e  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  t h a t  day o r  any o t h e r  day. 

MR MACCRATE: Did General YOUNG, i n  h i s  conversa t ion  a t  t h i s  
headquarters ,  i n d i c a t e  any knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  of t h e  
p r i o r  day? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did he ask you t o  desc r ibe  f o r  him t h e  opera t ion  
of t h e  p r i o r  day? 

A. Maybe I misunderstood the  o t h e r  one. He was aware 
t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  had taken p lace  on t h e  previous day. 

Q. An opera t ion  had taken p lace?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  But I d o n ' t  recall t h a t  I s p e n t  any 
g r e a t  amount of d e t a i l  i n t o  t a c t i c a l  movements t h a t  day 'and  
s o  f o r t h  wi th  t h e  genera l .  

Q Did he i n q u i r e  about t h e  number of  K I A  t h a t  had 
been r epor t ed?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s ir ,  because I c a n ' t  p l a c e  
t h e  number myself.  

Q There had been r e p o r t s  t h a t  had been made t o  head-
q u a r t e r s  by t h a t  t i m e ,  had they n o t ,  about t h e  ope ra t ion?  

A. S i r ,  n o t  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t ,  b u t  every day 
every u n i t  made a SITREP and t h a t  would a t  l e a s t  have been 
a pre l iminary  r e p o r t  of  t h e  day ' s  ope ra t ion .  

Q - Based upon t h a t  d i d  he address  any q u e s t i o n s  t o  
you about what had occurred  a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  t h e  day before?  

A .  W e l l ,  I 'm su re  t h a t  he d i d ,  s i r ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e m e m -
b e r  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  remember whether we  j u s t  
d i scussed  body count o r  j u s t  what. 

Q - Did he r a i s e  any ques t ions  about  t h e  d i s p a r i t y
between body count and weapons? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir .  I know t h a t  was r a i s e d  
be fo re ,  b u t  i t ' s  j u s t  been s o  long. I know t h a t  Colonel 
HOLLADAY d i d  because he and I d iscussed  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
a f t e r  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  and I d o n ' t  remember i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  
t h a t  day t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  was r a i s e d .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  
answer it. 

Q.  ' Had you d i scussed  it the  n i g h t  be fo re  w i t h  Colonel 
HOLLADAY? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q The d i s p a r i t y  between KIA? 

A. H e  was wondering how many of  t h e  VC KIA w e r e  
c i v i l i a n  KIA and s o  on. 

Q. And a smal l  number of weapons had been n o t i c e d  
a t  t h a t  time? 

A. yes ,  sir. 
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Q- So t h i s  preceded your d i scuss ion  t h e  next  morning 
with General YOUNG? 

A .  Yes, sir.  Also the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a high 
body count and t h e r e  was no g r e a t  cry t o  d i v i s i o n  f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  a s s e t s  such as  t a c  a i r  and so  on. This ,  t h a t  
n igh t ,  was d iscussed  with Colonel HOLLADAY. 

I0: How would Colonel HOLLADAY have had information 
concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s u l t s  which were r epor ted ,  e t  
c e t e r a ,  a t  t h e  time you t a l k e d  t o  him. 

A. That evening, sir. 

A. Y e s .  

A. Well, he would have heard it from t h e  evening 
b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was conducted a t  d i v i s i o n .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  of 
the  t i m e ,  sir. I th ink  5 o ' c lock  o r  somewhere i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of t h e  af te rnoon t h e r e  was a d a i l y  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  was 
given t o  General KOSTER o r  t h e  s e n i o r  genera l  p resen t .  And 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  they  would s u r e l y  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of a c t i o n s  
a l l  over t h e  br igade.  And they had a s e t  time a t  which they 
had t o  submit a s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t ,  and included K I A ,  f r i e n d l y  
l o s s e s ,  enemy l o s s e s ,  weapons captured ,  s p e c i f i c  movements 
of uni ts--  

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  a t t e n d  any of these  
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. One. 

Q. Was it only a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  o r  d i d  it have o t h e r  
ADC's and key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  The day I was t h e r e ,  now I am no t  
su re ,  t h e r e  was another  genera l  o f f i c e r .  Whether both a s s i s t -  
a n t  d i v i s i o n  commanders were t h e r e ,  I can '  t be su re .  There 
was another  genera l  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  and normally t h e  G2, t h e  G3, 
and G 4 ,  a l l  of them were p resen t  o r  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

Q. So, t h i s  could have meant t h a t  General YOUNG was 
f a i r l y  w e l l  f a m i l i a r  with a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  opera t ion  
poss ib ly  given t o  him by t h e  b r i e f e r s  from t h e  G2 and G3? 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q. Would t h i s  be normal i n  a l a r g e  headquar ters?  
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A. Yes, sir. 

10: Does anybody e l s e  have any ques t ions  concerning 
t h e  d i scuss ion  with General YOUNG? 

(No response.  ) 

May I ask you t o  cont inue your s t o r y ,  Major WATKE, 
and i n d i c a t e  what happened next? 

A.  Yes, sir. I proceeded t o  LZ Dot t i e  and some 
s h o r t  time a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t i e  I received a c a l l ,  
and I ' m  no t  su re  whether it was from d i v i s i o n  o r  whether it 
was from my own b a t t a l i o n .  I was t o l d  t o  await  t h e  a r r i v a l  of 
General YOUNG and Colonel HOLLADAY, and we were going t o  have 
a meeting a t  LZ Dot t ie .  The time 9 o ' c lock  s t i c k s  i n  my 
mind. Whether t h a t  meeting a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  9 o ' c lock  
I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  was the  time I was t o l d  it was 
going t o  be. Upon a r r i v a l  of t h e  genera l ,  General YOUNG, 
Colonel HENDERSON, t h e  11th  Brigade commanding o f f i c e r ,  Colonel 
BARKER, Colonel HOLLADAY and myself had a meeting i n s i d e  of 
Colonel BARKERS'S l i t t l e  van i n  which he s l e p t  and had a 
t a b l e  and c h a i r ,  and a t  t h a t  time it s t a r t e d  r i g h t  o f f  a l -
most immediately. General YOUNG asked me t o  r e l a t e  t h e  s t o r y  
t h a t  I had re layed t o  him f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of Colonel HENDERSON, 
and I did.  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  nobody chal lenged me t h a t  t h i s  
s t o r y  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  than any o t h e r  s t o r y  t h a t  
had been r e l a t e d .  So, a t  t h a t  time everybody t o  whom I had 
t o l d  the  s t o r y  was again p r e s e n t ,  except f o r  Colonel HENDERSON. 
That was t h e  only person who was hearing t h i s  s t o r y  f o r  t h e  
very f i r s t  time from me.  

Q .  You were more o r  l e s s  r epea t ing  your s t o r y  f o r  
Colonel BARKER, Colonel HOLLADAY, and General YOUNG. The 
only new r e c i p i e n t  was Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, s ir .  .Colonel HOLLADAY had heard t h i s  f o r  
t h e  t h i r d  time. Nobody voiced any v i o l e n t ,  i n  f a c t  any, r e a l l y ,  
ob jec t ions  t o  anything d i f f e r e n t  than what I s a i d  before  t o  
t h i s  e f f e c t ,  and a t  t h e  conclusion of my s t o r y  t h e r e  was a 
l i t t l e ,  t h e r e  was some, conversat ion going on. Then General 
YOUNG d i r e c t e d  Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n t o  t h i s  alleged--

Q -
he used? 

( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  t h e  e x a c t  words t h a t  

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he s a i d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  inqu i ry ,  
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b u t  he--I l e f t  w i th  t h e  complete unders tanding  i n  my mind t h a t  
co lone l  HENDERSON was t o l d  t o  conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
r e p o r t  it t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Q I n  your  mind what would t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  en-
t a i l ?  

A. W e l l ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t i m e  it was 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  unnecessary shoo t ing  and wounding and k i l l i n g  
of c i v i l i a n s .  H e  w a s n ' t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between 
my personne l  and somebody on t h e  ground. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  
t i m e  it was r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d l e s s ,  t h e  unnecessary,  shoot-
ing  of c i v i l i a n s .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, a s  it came down t h e  emphasis 
r e a l l y  was upon t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g s  and/or wounding of 
c i v i l i a n s ,  noncombatants? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Did, i n  your i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of what was s a i d  
and t h e  way it w a s  s a i d ,  d i d  t h i s  mean a cursory  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
o r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  dep th?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  know what was done,  b u t  I 
expected t h a t  t h e  co lone l  would go out--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I a m  n o t  a sk ing  you what w a s  done. 
I am only a sk ing  you what was s a i d  and how it was s a i d .  

A. F a i r l y  d e t a i l e d .  

Q- You f e l t  t h a t  it would be a f a i r l y  d e t a i l e d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Were any i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s s u e d  a t  t h a t  t ime con-
ce rn ing  g e t t i n g  s t a t emen t s  from people?  To make s u r e  t h a t  it 
was under o a t h ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it w a s  an A r t i c l e  32 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he s p e c i f i c a l l y  
s a i d ,  "You conduct  an Article 32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s .  I' 

I was n o t  sworn i n .  A t  t h e  conc lus ion  of  t h i s  meet ing t h e r e  
were q u e s t i o n s  asked of m e  by Colonel  HENDERSON i n  p r i v a t e ,  
a f t e r  the genera l - -
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Q ( In te rpos ing)  Before we g e t  t o  t h a t  I want to--
were t h e r e  any a d d i t i o n a l  s ta tements  made by Colonel BARKER, 
o r  Colonel HOLLADAY, o r  General YOUNG t o  add t o  o r  t o  amplify 
what you had ind ica ted?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody's conversat ion.  I know 
t h a t  the  s u b j e c t  was discussed and probably everybody had 
something t o  say. Nobody had come ou t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  and s a i d ,  
"Well you ' r e  mistaken. You're wrong." 

Q. There was no con t rad ic t ion  t o  t h e  s t o r y  you had 
given? 

A. No, sir.  Colonel BARKER d i d n ' t  come ou t  and say,  
"Your a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  wrong." He d i d n ' t  a t  t h e  same time say 
t h a t  they were r i g h t  e i t h e r .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  t o  the  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
d id  you g ive  any o rde r  of magnitude as  t o  t h e  number of c i v i l -
i a n s  you thought had been repor ted  t o  you a s  being indiscr imin-
a t e l y  k i l l e d  o r  wounded? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number, but  
I only go t o  t h e  f a c t  t o  say that--yes ,  I 'm s u r e  t h a t  I d i d  
because I th ink  t h a t  General YOUNG, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  would 
have insured t h a t  I gave as  complete a s t o r y  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON a s  I gave t o  him. And I th ink  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY 
would have assured t h e  same t h i n g  because a t  t h a t  p o i n t  
i n  t i m e  everybody was--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  But it was no t  one o r  two people 
t h a t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about. We a r e  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  o rde r  o r  
magnitude of a comparatively l a r g e  number of people.  I d o n ' t  
want t o  pu t  words i n  your mouth, not  a t  a l l .  

A. Yes, sir.  I f  it was t r u e ,  t h e r e  was more than 
one person who was k i l l e d  as a r e s u l t  of t h i s .  

Q. Did it come up i n  t h i s  conversat ion about 
t h e  captain--a cap ta in  k i l l i n g  a woman on the  ground? 

A. No, sir. I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember ever--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  Do you remember a s ta tement  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  only t h e  f i v e  of us he re  know about t h i s ?  

A. Yes , sir. 

(WATKE) 1 1 4  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-10 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q - Who made t h e  s ta tement?  

A. General YOUNG. 

Q- What d i d  t h a t  mean t o  you? 

A. 
was a t r u e  

I ' m  n o t  su re  what it meant. 
a l l e g a t i o n  t h e r e  were more 

Obviously, 
than the  

i f  t
f i v e  of 

h i s  
us 

who knew t h a t  it t r a n s p i r e d .  There were a number of people 
on t h e  ground who knew t h a t  it had taken place.  I d o n ' t  
know, sir ,  what, I ' m  no t  su re  I ever  analyzed f o r  s u r e  what 
he meant by t h a t  s ta tement .  But one i s  t h a t  f o r  the  t i m e  
being t h i s  was n o t  t o  be d iscussed  and c a r r i e d  on with 
o the r  people. Bas ica l ly  l e t  's do t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and 
pending the  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  then it can be put  
out t o  a d d i t i o n a l  people. But l e t ' s  n o t  s t a r t  a  b i g  t h i n g  
going when i n  f a c t ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  we ' re  no t  sure .  

Q. You d i d n ' t  i n t e r p r e t  it t o  mean "Well, t h i s  is  
a coverup, d o n ' t  mention it t o  anybody, only t h e  f i v e  of us 
know i t " ?  

A. A t  t h e  t ime, t h i s  d i d n ' t  e n t e r  my mind a t  t h a t  
t h e .  

MR MACCRATE: How long d i d  t h e  meeting of t h e  f i v e  of you 
i n  Colonel BARKER'S q u a r t e r s  l a s t ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I ' m  not  s u r e ,  perhaps 30 minutes. 

It  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of time t h a t  I r e l a t e d  my s t o r y  

and everyone had t h e i r  say--what they wanted t o  say. I t  

wasn ' t  c u t  s h o r t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  


MR MACCRATE: Was t h e r e  a d i scuss ion  of what had taken 
p lace  the  day be fo re ,  o r  was t h e r e  a d i scuss ion  of what 
should now be done? What were t h e  f i v e  of you d iscuss ing?  

A. I t h i n k  most of it was about what was t o  be done 
as  I r e c a l l .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  almost r i g h t  a f t e r  it 
s t a r t e d ,  t h a t  General YOUNG s a i d ,  "Major WATKE has a s t o r y  
t h a t  I want him t o  t e l l  t o  you." He d i r e c t e d  t h i s  t o  Colo- 
n e l  HENDERSON, and he s a i d ,  "Te l l  your s t o r y ;  t e l l  him 
what you t o l d  me," and I r e l a t e d  t h i s .  A t  t he  conclusion 
of t h a t  t h e r e  was a d iscuss ion .  I th ink  t h e  major i ty  of the  
d iscuss ion  was what could be done about t h i s .  

9. What w a s  Colonel HENDERSON'S r e a c t i o n  when you 
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were t e l l i n g  your s t o r y ?  

A. Somewhat of  d i s b e l i e f .  

Q Did he say t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  you? 

A. He d i d n ' t  say t h a t  he d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  me. I ' m  n o t  
s u r e  now. I go t  somewhat t h e  i d e a  t h a t  he  c e r t a i n l y  h a d n ' t  
accepted t h i s  a s  f a c t .  

Q. Had he heard anything about it before?  

A. He d i d n ' t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he did.  H e  d i d n ' t  l eave  
me with t h e  impression, a t  l e a s t ,  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  had been 
t o l d  t o  him before .  

Q. Did he say anything t o  Colonel BARKER a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir. 

Q Did he ask Colonel BARKER f o r  any information 
during t h e  conversat ion? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  he d i d ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. I could 
e a s i l y  say something, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q Did he  seek t o  check your s t o r y  o u t  by asking 
Colonel BARKER? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  he  turned  around and s a i d ,  "What do 
you know about t h i s , "  b u t  a s  t o  what words t ranspi red--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
what Colonel BARKER s a i d  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Colonel BAFXER c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  s ay ,  "Yes, I ' v e  
looked i n t o  t h a t  and t h e r e ' s  t r u t h  t o  it." He d i d n ' t  
accept  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  my a l l e g a t i o n  was i n  f a c t  v a l i d .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand he never s a i d ,  "Well, h e ' s  wrong." 

52 . Hadn't Colonel BARKER, t h e  day be fo re ,  l e f t  t o  
go ou t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a s  you understood i t ?  

A. This i s  t h e  po in t  t h a t  I ' m  no t  su re  o f .  He may 
have s a i d  t h a t ,  " I  went out . "  He went o u t  t h e r e  I ' m  su re ,  
b u t  I ' m  n o t  p o s i t i v e  what he s a i d .  
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Q - What d i d  he t e l l  you he saw when he went out  t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  he cou ldn ' t  f i n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  one, and 
he d i d n ' t  f i n d  evidence of the  f a c t  t h e r e  had been a l o t  of 
people k i l l e d  needless ly .  

Q Did he say a l o t  of people had been k i l l e d ,  bu t  
not needless ly?  Was he drawing t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n ?  

A. He d i d n ' t  acknowledge t h a t  t h e r e  was a number of 
c i v i l i a n s .  

Q. Was t h e r e  a f i g u r e  of over a hundred mentioned 
i n  t h i s  meeting? 

A. Only the number of VC K I A .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  put  a 
number i n t o  my s t o r y .  

Q But t h e r e  was i n  t h i s  conversat ion a  d i s p a r i t y  
between VC K I A  and weapons mentioned. Was t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  
d iscuss ion  between t h e  f i v e  of you? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  it was. 

Q. Now you say the  main t h r u s t  of t h e  d i scuss ion  was 
as  t o  what t o  do now, a s  I understood you a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r .  
After  you had t o l d  your s t o r y ,  t h e r e  had been some r e a c t i o n  
from Colonel BARKER. Then it was a mat ter  of what t o  do now? 

A. Yes, sir,  t h e  culmination was--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Bef o r e  we come t o  t h e  culminat ion,  
were var ious  suggest ions made as  t o  what might be done? 

A. I ' m  n o t  s u r e  i f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  were d iscussed  o r  
not. Whether Colonel BARKER d id  o r  not--I j u s t  couldn1t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did Colonel HENDERSON make any 
suggest ions? 

A. Colonel HENDERSON spoke, b u t  what exac t ly  he s a i d ,  
I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. You don' t remember whether o r  n o t  he made a 
suggestion as t o  what should be done? 

A. Again, I c a n ' t  say t h i s  f o r  sure .  I th ink  
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t h a t  he had made t h e  recommendation t h a t  Colonel BARKER look 
i n t o  t h i s .  It may have been t h e  general--I  c a n ' t  remember 
t h i s  f o r  sure-- i f  t h e  genera l  then s a i d ,  "No, I want you t o  
look i n t o  t h i s  and render  a  r e p o r t . "  

Q - Was t h e r e  any re fe rence  t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON had only taken command t h e  day be fo re ,  o r  2 days 
before  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  on t h e  15th  of March? 

A. Again, I kind of heard a  l i t t l e  something, but  
I d o n ' t  know what, i n  t h e r e ,  and the  f a c t  t h a t  he was new, 
t h a t  he would s t i l l  be o b j e c t i v e  about t h i s .  I t  wasn't  one 
of a member of h i s  command t h a t  he had had f o r  any length  
of time. 

Q. He wasn ' t  new was he? He--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  He was t h e  deputy,  but  it wasn ' t  
h i s  br igade  p r i o r  t o  2 days before  t h a t .  

Q. But he had been t h e  deputy immediately p r i o r ,  
and he had taken the  command on t h e  15th ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. A s  I understand it, sir. 

Q. D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anything t h a t  
General YOUNG s a i d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
d e s i r a b i l i t y  of some one of t h e  f i v e  who were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
time making the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  understand t h e  quest ion.  

Q Well, d id  General YOUNG make it c l e a r  t h a t  he 
wanted someone who was t h e r e ,  p resen t ,  t o  make t h e  inves t iga-
t i o n ,  r a t h e r  than someone who had not  a s  y e t  been brought i n t o  
the mat ter?  

A. Well, s i r ,  he d i r e c t e d  i t - - in  my mind he t o l d  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  conduct the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  an inqui ry ,  
t o  look i n t o  t h i s  and r e p o r t .  

Q. I understand t h a t  t h a t  was the  u l t i m a t e  d i r e c t i v e ?  

A. A s  opposed t o  someone o u t s i d e ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Did anyone r a i s e  t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of having someone o t h e r  than e i t h e r  Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel 
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HENDERSON conduct t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any mention 
being made as  t o  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of having someone o the r  
than e i t h e r  Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON making t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it. 

Q. When General YOUNG gave h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  d i r e c t i n g  
Colonel HENDERSON t o  make t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  d i d  he i n d i c a t e  
wi th in  what t i m e  per iod  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was t o  be made and 
r e p o r t  provided? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a given number of days. I know 
t h a t  they wanted t h e  answer j u s t  a s  quickly  as  poss ib le .  

Q - H e  i n d i c a t e d  urgency d i d  he? 

A. Yes, sir.  But as f a r  a s  saying by a given d a t e  
o r  day, I know t h a t  it was imperat ive t h a t  they wanted t h e  
answer. They wanted a t  l e a s t  a pre l iminary  response t o  t h e  
c r e d i b i l i t y  of it and they wanted it r i g h t  soon. 

Q. You say t h a t  it was imperat ive.  Was t h e  na tu re  
of t h a t  impera t ive  mentioned? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  was. 

Q. I a m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  f e e l  of why you say 
it was imperat ive? 

A. Maybe, t h e  word imperat ive was a poor choice.  In  
o the r  words, he re layed t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s n ' t  something 
t o  do when you've g o t  time t o  do it. This is  something I 
want you t o  p u t  your--the bulk of your e f f o r t  i n t o  and g e t  
me an answer, and g e t  it as  quickly  a s  you can. 

Q. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON, d i d  General YOUNG g ive  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  t h e  
same t i m e  t o  any of the  o t h e r s  p resen t?  

A. The only t h i n g  t h a t  he s a i d  t o  me, I d o n ' t  know 
i f  he s a i d  it i n  t h a t  room o r  i f  it wasn ' t .  I d i d n ' t  see him 
immediately, b u t  I know I was t o l d  by him a t  some time t h a t  
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t h e  opera t ion  was t o  cont inue  along the  same l i n e s .  I was 
t o  continue t o  opera te  from t h e r e .  The opera t ion  continued 
a s  normal, 

Q Was anything s a i d  about your t a l k i n g  wi th  any of 
those under your command? 

A. I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  something was s a i d  o r  not .  I 
endeavored t o  q u i e t  t h i s  t h i n g  wi th in  my own company f o r  
f e a r  t h a t  a l l  we would g e t  would be a g r e a t  d e a l  of un t ru th  
f l o a t i n g  around wi th in  the  command. This was going t o  
be inves t iga ted ,  and i f  a t  t h a t  time something was wrong, w e  
could t e l l - - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  s t o r y  they t e l l  was one t h a t  was 
f a c t u a l  and s o  on, but  j u s t  t o o  many s t o r i e s  can g e t  s t a r t e d ,  
and I d i d n ' t  want t h a t  t o  happen. So I purposely,  wi th in  
my own company, asked them n o t  t o  even c a r r y  i t - -don ' t  c a r r y  
it beyond t h e  company and d o n ' t  harbor  it i n  t h e  b i l l e t s ,  
mulling it over and over  again.  Let it go. We' l l  have an 
answer s h o r t l y .  I d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  k i l l  it. I t r i e d  t o  abate  
it f o r  a  while  u n t i l  w e  knew. 

I0: Could t h i s ,  i n  your mind, have been i n t e r p r e t e d  
a s  a coverup? 

A .  I d i d n ' t - - I  d o n ' t  know, sir.  Somebody might have 
i n t e r p r e t e d  it as  t h a t ,  bu t  I thought I q u a l i f i e d  it w e l l  
enough with the  people by the  f a c t  t h a t  it was being 
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  I wanted them t o  know that--  

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You wanted to..  suppress t h i s  u n t i l  
such time t h e  f a c t s  became known, i s  t h a t  a reasonably c l o s e  
a n a l y s i s  of your p o i n t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you remain with Colonel HENDERSON a f t e r  
t h e  o the r s  l e f t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  He only asked me a couple of ques t ions .  

10: Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions  while  a l l  of 
t h e s e  f i v e  people were toge the r?  

MR WALSH: Major, do you r e c a l l  i n  t h a t  d i scuss ion  whether 
Colonel BARKER would have s a i d ,  "When I f i r s t  heard t h i s ,  
yesterday,  I d i r e c t e d  t h e  company t o  sweep back through t h e  
a r e a  and t h e  o rde r  was countermanded by General KOSTER"? 

A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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Q- BARKER o r  HENDERSON o r  anyone s a i d  no th ing  about 
any sweep back through t h e  a r e a  t o  check on t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  you i n i t i a l l y  gave Colonel  BARKER? 

A. W e l l  it was my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  d i d n ' t  
l e ave  r i g h t  away. I tEs always i n  my memory t h a t  t h e  u n i t s  
s t ayed  i n  t h e r e  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  t h e  n e x t  day,  t h i s  would have 
been t h e  day of t h e  1 7 t h ,  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose o r  
oppor tun i ty  t o  look i n  t h e  a r e a .  A s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  
remember i n  t h e r e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of somebody countermanding 
another  p e r s o n s ' s  wish. 

Q - Was t h e r e  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  anyth ing  t h a t  
BARKER would have s a i d  a s  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  you s a i d  t h a t  he took 
when you spoke t o  him on t h e  prev ious  day? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  he somehow gave an up-to-date r e p o r t .  
He acknowledged t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he knew about  it, t h a t  I had i n  
f a c t  t o l d  him about  it t h e  prev ious  day,  and I t h i n k  he r e l a y e d  
thG in format ion  he had about  t h e  m a t t e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I t  
wasn ' t  any th ing  ex t ens ive .  I t  w a s n ' t  a d e n i a l  o r  accep tance  
of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

I0: Did he mention a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e s e  people  had 
been r e p o r t e d ,  20 t o  30 had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  o r  
c r o s s f i r e ,  o r  gunship a c t i o n ?  

A.  H e  gave some exp lana t ion  f o r  e i t h e r  n o t  having 
seen t h a t  group,  o r  some immediate response  t o  it, sir.  

10: I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  an e x e c u t i v e  break  f o r  about 
t h r e e - m i n u t e s .  I would l i k e  t o  excuse you and your  counse l  
f o r  about  t h r e e  minutes .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1256 hours ,  11 December 
1969.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1300 hours ,  11 December 

I 0: This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  pe r sons  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
r eces sed  a r e  aga in  p r e s e n t .  

Major WATKE, you a r e  reminded that  you a r e  s t i l l  
under oa th .  
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10: W e  a r e  going t o  r e c e s s  now. W e  a r e  going t o  
reconvene a t  about  1345 t o  1400 hour s ,  b u t  w e  w i l l  n o t  be  
c a l l i n g  you back u n t i l  about  1415 hours .  W e  can excuse 
you a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and w e  w i l l  e x p e c t  you t o  s t a n d  by and 
be a v a i l a b l e  t o  s tart  a t  about  1415 hours.  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1306 hours ,  11 December 
1969. ) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1425 h o u r s ,  11 December 
1969. ) 

I0 : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: A l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  
are aga in  p r e s e n t .  

S i r ,  t h e  board recalls Major WATKE. 

(The wi tnes s  was reminded t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under  
o a t h  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

I0 : Now, j u s t  b e f o r e  w e  r eces sed  w e  g o t  up t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  you and another  f o u r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Colonel  BARKER. Would you e x p l a i n  what happened 
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. General  YOUNG, Colonel  BARKER, and 
Colonel  HOLLADAY l e f t .  Colonel  HENDERSON asked m e  t o  remain 
and I d i d  so .  H e  asked m e  about two q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  e i t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  t hey  w e r e  very b r i e f .  H e  a l s o  
asked me i f  I would send up t h e  p i l o t s .  I s e n t  up t h r e e  
people ,  b u t  I a m  n o t  s u r e  i f  he s p e c i f i e d  each and every one 
t h a t  he wanted o r  whether he j u s t  asked m e  t o  send up some 
of  t h e  crew. I s e n t  up t h r e e  peop le ,  one of  whom was a M r .  
THOMPSON. And I 've  always i n  my mind thought  it w a s  t h e  
commander of  t h e  o t h e r  two gunships .  However, I have 
p rev ious ly  spoken t o  M r .  THOMPSON, and he i n d i c a t e d  it was 
h i s  gunner and crew c h i e f ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  that. 

Q But t h e r e  were t h r e e  i n d i v i d u a l s  involved? 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  There were t h r e e  people .  I r e c a l l  
they  came t o  my van t h e  prev ious  day. 

Q Were they  t h e  same t h r e e  people?  
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A. I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  but  t h a t  is what I ' v e  always
thought, It would have been the  same t h r e e  people. I c a n ' t  
be s u r e  of t h a t  because i f  Colonel HENDERSON asked f o r  
s p e c i f i c  people,  very l i k e l y  they would be,  might have been 
d i f f e r e n t  . 
Q - What was the  na tu re  of t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON pu t  t o  you? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  They d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  
they would be involved ques t ions .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  
ques t ions ,  b u t  I remember they were j u s t  a couple. That 
is a l l .  

Q- How long d id  you remain t h e r e  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. J u s t  a minute o r  so  t h a t  those ques t ions  took, s ir .  
I l e f t  t h e  room and went down and c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  people,  and 
I remember t h a t  I spoke t o  them very b r i e f l y  and t o l d  them 
t o  go up and t o  t e l l  it as  it was and d o n ' t  be a f r a i d  t o  
answer t h e  ques t ions .  

Q. Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON went up. Did they a l l  
go up toge the r  o r  d id  they go i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  how d i d  t h i s  
happen? 

A, I d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  see  it, s i r ,  b u t  a s  I r e c a l l  
they came back separa te ly .  I d o n ' t  even know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  
a l l  of them went i n  t o  see  Colonel HENDERSON. But they went 
up together .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s ,  M r .  THOMPSON came back 
alone t o  me and, b r i e f l y ,  I debr iefed  him o r  he b r i e f e d  me 
on what had t r a n s p i r e d .  Beyond t h a t ,  s ir ,  I ' m  n o t  sure .  

Q. What d i d  he i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  he had t o l d  
Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. That he had v e r i f i e d  t o  him t h a t  what was s a i d  t o  
him e a r l i e r  was i n  f a c t  what he saw. He j u s t  reaf f i rmed,  I 
guess, j u s t  what happened. I assume he must have explained 
it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  it was a  long,  g r e a t  l eng th  of time 
t h a t  had expired.  

Q How long would you es t ima te  he was i n  t h e r e  
before he--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Before I saw him aga in ,  s i r ?  I t  
was a good 15 minutes before  he came back. I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  
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p u t  a very d e f i n i t e  t i m e  on it. I c a n ' t  say whether he was 
phys ica l ly  i n  t h e  presence of t h e  colonel  f o r  a long o r  a s h o r t  
per iod.  D e f i n i t e l y  not .  It could no t  have been more than 
10 minutes,  bu t  whether it was a s h o r t e r  per iod  I d o n ' t  
know. 

Q. I n  your judgment would he have had time t o  have 
t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON what he had t o l d  you? 

A.  I d o n ' t  know i f  he could have expressed it and 
been properly quer ied  i n  t h a t  length  of time. 

Q. But Colonel HENDERSON already had q u i t e  a b i t  
of t h e  information? 

A .  I assume t h a t  I re layed a good b i t  a l r eady  i n  
the  s t o r y  and t h a t  a l l  he may have wanted was some a d d i t i o n a l  
answers t o  some r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  t h a t  I had given. 

9 Did you ever  g e t  a r e p o r t  from any o t h e r  of t h e  
ind iv idua l s  t h a t  they had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Not t h a t  I can be s u r e  o f .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  i n  my 
mind i f  they i n  f a c t  spoke t o  him. I am unclear  t o  t h a t  
r e a l l y .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  concerning t h e  meeting 
with Colonel HENDERSON t h a t  s tands  o u t  i n  your mind, e i t h e r  
concerning your d i scuss ion  with him o r  concerning what you 
know of Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON'S o r  the  o t h e r  people ' s  
d i scuss ion  with Colonel HENDERSON? 

A.  Not t h a t  comes t o  mind. 

Q Did he g ive  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  you o r  
o t h e r s  t h a t  you know of t h a t  you were t o  keep t h i s  q u i e t  u n t i l  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was completed o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  s ir .  I have t o  go back. I t  
probably sounds bad, b u t  my i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  my people were 
b a s i c a l l y  no t  t o  d i scuss  it u n t i l  t he  f a c t s  were presented  
and some more d e f i n i t e  conclusions were drawn. I f  he d i d  
it j u s t  may have f i t t e d  i n  with what I d id  say. I j u s t  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  he gave them 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. When t h i s  d i scuss ion  was completed, what happened 
then? 
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A. I s t a y e d  on t h e  LZ t h e  rest of t h e  day. W e  
continued,  a s  b e s t  a s  I r e c a l l ,  t o  f l y  t h a t  day i n  suppor t  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  There was no th ing .  W e  p rov ided  no major 
suppor t  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  day. Nor d i d  we f l u s h  o u t  
o r  make c o n t a c t  wi th  any s i z e  f o r c e .  W e  had r e t u r n e d  
t h a t  evening. Normally w e  would l e a v e  t h e  a r e a  w i t h i n  t h e  
time frame of 1800 o r  1830 and r e t u r n  t o  Chu Lai .  

Tha t  l a t e  i n  t h e  evening? Q *  


A. Y e s ,  s ir .  We would s t a y  o u t  and sometimes come 
i n  and a c t u a l l y  l and  15 o r  20 minutes b e f o r e  dark .  I d i d  
no t  l i k e  t o  g e t  i n  t o o  much a f t e r  1630 o r  s o ,  because by 
t h a t  t i m e  you w e r e  p r e s s i n g  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  anybody t o  suppor t  
you. Too o f t e n  it would t a k e  somebody an hour t o  r e a l l y  
r e a c t .  I d i d n ' t  ven tu re  t o o  f a r  o u t  a f t e r  1630. 

Q - On a d i f f e r e n t  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n .  During
t h i s  pe r iod  of 16 March t o  t h e  17 th  and t h e  18 th  and p a r t ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  of the  1 9 t h ,  and r ecogn iz ing  t h a t  on t h e  17 th  and 
through t h e  1 8 t h ,  o r  p a r t  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  C/1/20 moved t o  t h e  
south from My L a i  (1) down t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  Song T r a  Khuc 
River and Bravo Company had proceeded a c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  
t h e  beach a r e a  j u s t  sou th  of My Lai  (1) and then  had 
proceeded down, g e n e r a l l y ,  a long  t h e  c o a s t  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  
of Co Lay (1) and Co Lay ( 2 )  and Co Lay ( 3 ), d i d  you hea r  
of any r e p o r t s  of c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any, sir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I f lew i n  
suppor t  of t h a t .  I d o n ' t  p e r s o n a l l y  r e c a l l  what w e  d i d  on 
t h e  18 th  o r  so .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  suppor t ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  a t  
a l l ,  r e a l l y ,  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  day. 

/ 

Q. W e l l  the r eco rd  w i l l  i n d i c a t e ,  a s  I have i n d i c a t e d ,  
two companies p a r a l l e l e d  each o t h e r ,  one g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h e  
c o a s t  throughout  t hose  v i l l a g e s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  about  a  k i lome te r  
o r  a  k i lome te r  and a  h a l f  i n l a n d  p r e s s i n g  t o  t h e  sou th  u n t i l  
they reached t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r  o r  r i ve rbank .  Subsequently 
they came back n o r t h  and l aage red  somewhere between t h e  sou th  
and My L a i  (1) i n  independent l a a g e r  a r e a s  on t h e  17 th .  On 
t h e  18 th  they proceeded on f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  no r th .  

A. I n  answer t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  no,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - But you d i d n ' t  have any in format ion  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
You of  any unusual  a c t i v i t y  o r  k i l l i n g  o r  wounding of c i v i l i a n s  
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along t h i s  a r e a ?  

A.  No, sir.  I thought t h i s  had r e a l l y  been resolved  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Colonel BARKER l e f t  i n  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  day around t h e  16th.  I never had any r e p o r t s  of s i m i l a r  
observa t ions  from any of my people. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had some subsequent
d i scuss ions  with Colonel HOLLADAY concerning t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
and the  r e p o r t  t o  headquar ters :  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  
r a t i o  of enemy K I A ,  weapons captured i n  a c t i o n ,  f r i e n d l y  
K I A ,  and s o  f o r t h .  Can you g ive  us the  approximate time and 
t h e  substance of those  d iscuss ions?  

A,  A s h o r t  time a f t e r  t h i s  had taken p l a c e ,  I was--I 
was perhaps--in a couple of days,  he wanted t o  know how I 
was g e t t i n g  along with any of t h e  commanders i n  t h e  southern  
por t ion  of the  d i v i s i o n  a rea .  I never f e l t  t h a t  anybody was 
unduly p ress ing  me nor d id  I f e e l  t h a t  anybody was h e s i t a n t  
t o  c a l l  upon me t o  do something f o r  them. That was one t i m e  
t h a t  he inqui red  about t h a t .  There was a time much later--he 
one time informed me, and I c a n ' t  p l ace  it, but  I th ink  it 
was i n  Apr i l  sometime and probably c l o s e r  t o  t h e  middle 
t h i r d ,  perhaps,  i n  A p r i l ,  when he informed me t h a t  a r e p o r t  
had been submitted and t h a t  General KOSTER had a commander's 
conference and v e r b a l l y  addressed t h e  s u b j e c t  of r u l e s  of 
engagement and t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s .  I t  was a complete ve rba l  
rehash of t h e  SOP, and he s a i d  t h i s  ought t o  make you a t  
l e a s t  a l i t t l e  happier .  I never saw t h a t  document, t h i s  
l e t t e r ,  supposedly publ ished on the  mat ter .  I th ink  it 
was near t h e  time t h a t  I was evacuated out .  

Q When were you evacuated out?  

A.  I was s h o t  down on t h e  17th of Apr i l .  I 
spent  3 o r  4 days i n  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  in  Chu L a i ,  and then 
I evacuated t o  Japan. Then I a r r i v e d  back i n  t h e  S t a t e s  
on the  6th of May, no t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Vietnam. 

Q* You d id  n o t  r e t u r n ?  

A,  No, sir .  

Q I ' m  g lad  t h a t  you brought t h a t  up. From your 
d iscuss ion  of your assignment with t h e  196th-- ' 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That preceded t h a t .  I came i n  
country i n  July--
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the 4th of J u l y ,  1967, and I was t h e  br igade  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r  
f o r  t h e  196th,  one of t h e  pa ren t  u n i t s ,  o r  one of t h e  u n i t s  
of the  Americal, u n t i l  I b e l i e v e  t h e  4th day of January 
when I was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  123d. And on t h e  12th of 
February I a c t i v a t e d ,  organized,  and t r a i n e d  t h e  aero-scout 
company. 

Q. You took over a s t a f f  job, s o  t o  speak, u n t i l  you 
got  your own command, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - What w a s  t h i s  time you were s h o t  down again? 

1 7 t h  of  Apr i l ,  sir.  

Q. You s p e n t  how many days? 

A. I was t h e r e  f o r  5 o r  6  days and I go t  t o  Japan. 

I a r r i v e d  i n  Japan I be l i eve  on t h e  30th of April--no, 

it must have been before t h a t .  I t  was on a Friday I remember, 

anyway, when I a r r i v e d  i n  Japan. The fol lowing Tuesday morning 

they opera ted  on me and t h e  fol lowing Saturday they evacuated 

m e  t o  the  S t a t e s ,  and I d e f i n i t e l y  know on t h e  6th of May 

I a r r i v e d  a t  F o r t  Benning, Georgia. 


Q. Was your condi t ion  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Chu Lai  such 

t h a t  you could n o t  have v i s i t o r s ?  


A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  see ing  anybody t h e r e  f o r  2 days. 

My commander saw me on the  f i r s t  day. I t o l d  him I had a 

l i t t l e  b i t  of discomfort  and a l l ,  and t h e  next  I r e c a l l  i s  

ly ing  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  ward and t a l k i n g  t o  him. This 

Inust have been a t  l e a s t  t h e  next  day. I r e c a l l  Colonel 

GELLING, t h e  196th commander, came t o  v i s i t  me sometime 

while I w a s  i n  the h o s p i t a l .  Then t h e r e  was one day when I 

was taken ou t  of t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  ward and pu t  i n t o  a  

r egu la r  h o s p i t a l  bed, and a number of my people came by t o  

say h e l l o .  The fol lowing day I was evacuated t o  Q u i  Nhon 

and then t o  Japan. 


Q. I f  the  r e p o r t  had been submit ted on t h e  24th 

of Apr i l ,  would you have seen i t ?  Even i f  it had been made 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  you, would you have been t h e r e  t o  see  i t ?  


A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  so ,  sir.  I could probably by l e t t e r ,  

but I th ink  I was already en r o u t e  t o  Japan. I can backtrack 
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almost t o  determine t h a t .  

Q. When d i d  Colonel HOLLADAY o r  whoever it w a s  t e l l  
you t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  had been looked i n t o ?  

A. .I never thought t h e r e  was a t o t a l  conclusion t o  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I was never aware of a f i n a l  determinat ion 
t h a t  was made. 

Q. Were you aware of any in te r im r e p o r t ?  

A. Not a r e p o r t ,  no, sir. I j u s t  remember t h a t  t h e r e  
was a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  I was t o l d  t h e r e  was a 
l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  on the  s u b j e c t  of r u l e s  of engagement o r  
s u b j e c t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t ,  and t h a t  the  same s u b j e c t  was addressed 
by t h e  genera l  a t  a commander's conference.  I had always 
a t t r i b u t e d  t h a t  t o  be one of t h e  responses t o  the  a l l e g a t i o n .  
I always then thought t h a t  t h e r e  might be some c r e d i b i l i t y  
t o  it, because of t h i s .  

Q. Did you s e e  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  p u t  o u t  by 
t h e  Americal Divis ion on t h i s  s u b j e c t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir. 

Q. Well you ' r e  saying a le t ter  o r  something took up
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ?  

A. No, sir. I never saw t h a t  document. 

Q. I have he re  Exhibi t  D-5, da ted  1 6  March 1968, which 
was the  Americal Div i s ion ' s  "Rules of Engagement ." I would ask 
i f  you have seen t h i s  document? 

(Handed t h e  document t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

Paragraph 9 s t a t e s ,  "Implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  and 
SOP'S w i l l  be developed by major subordina te  commanders t o  
provide f o r  c o n t r o l ,  coordina t ion ,  and c learance  of f i r e s .  " 
Did you ever  s e e  the  implementing i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h i s  
document prepared by your b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. To t h a t  document, no, s ir .  But I had--we d i d n ' t  
have a  w r i t t e n  SOP. We had an SOP under which we f i r e d  and 
t h a t  was covered. I covered t h i s  s u b j e c t  wi th  my people 
s e v e r a l  t imes because I was i n  a p o s i t i o n  where it w a s  easy,  
i n  my opinion, t o  shoot  people. I was a f r a i d  t h a t  my own 
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people, myself included,  would g e t  t o  a p o i n t  where w e  could 
r a t i o n a l i z e  t h a t  we 're  shoot ing VC. We worked ou t  on p e r i p h e r a l  
a reas  and we would g e t  s h o t  a t .  Then i n  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  of t h i s  
f i r e ,  t h e r e  were some times when you could shoot a t  o t h e r s ,  
and maybe i n  the  process you could i n  your mind j u s t i f y  i t - - t h e  
shoot ing of t h e s e  people. I t ' s  a fine p o i n t  because you d o n ' t  
know. I i n s t r u c t e d  my people t h a t  i f  they r e a l l y  thought t h a t  
they had a VC, then t h e r e  was l e g a l i t y  enough t o  engage it. I f  
they doubted it ,  then d o n ' t .  They had t o  be the  judge. They 
were the  people t h a t  were t h e r e .  

Q - Cer ta in ly  babies  and small  ch i ld ren  would not  be 
considered a s  VC? 

A. No, sir.  - I n  a l l  t h e  t i m e  I was t h e r e  I d i d n ' t  
have t h a t  body count o v e r a l l .  And i n  a l l  t h e  time I was 
opera t iona l  I hardly  averaged a VC a  day. I th ink  my people 
were t r y i n g  t o ,  a t  l e a s t  a t tempting t o  abide by t h e  r u l e s .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  come back again ,  Major WATKE, t o  your 
d iscuss ion  with Colonel HOLLADAY. You spoke of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  you d i d  have some d i scuss ion ,  and then you ind ica ted  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  something was being done, 
a t  l e a s t  something was pu t  ou t  by t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  and 
General KOSTER discussed  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mat ter  wi th  h i s  
commanders and s t a f f  a t  one of h i s  s t a f f  meetings. Was 
t h e r e  anything e l s e  d iscussed  with Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  i s  
germane t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mat ter  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  having 
t o  do with susp ic ion  as  t o  t h e  body count r a t i o ,  enemy K I A  
t o  weapons, and th ings  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  category? 

A. Well he was a l l - -wel l  he suspicioned body count 
j u s t  as a genera l  r u l e ,  and he always, a s  I r e c a l l ,  he a l s o  
suspicioned t h i s  one. I th ink  p r imar i ly  from--because i n  
a l l  t h e  o t h e r  con tac t s  when we were around, the  196th was 
the  one t h a t  most o f t e n  had a  more a c t i v e  A 0  than the  o the r s .  
When t h e r e  was a con tac t  t h e r e  was j u s t  a tempo of r ad io  
t r a f f i c  t h a t  was going on, almost a panic  r eques t  f o r  a i r  
support .  The assets of t h e  d i v i s i o n  j u s t  kind of flowed 
t o  t h i s  con tac t .  

Q. Now you a r e  t e l l i n g  me about a f e e l i n g  of contac t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Yes, s i r ,  and an urgency t o  g e t  everyth ing  
t o  the  t roops .  I j u s t  didn '  t have the  same f e e l i n g  i n  t h i s  
opera t ion .  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e  was no c o n t a c t  t h e r e .  
Once t h e  gunships from Duc Pho were r e l e a s e d  they were no t  
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brought back. Almost t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  the  ground t roops  ask 
f o r  i f  they g e t  a c o n t a c t  i s  gunships. Even i f  they d o n ' t  

, 	he lp  them t h e r e  seems t o  be t h e  mental s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  
they a r e  t h e r e .  I t  g ives  them some degree of emotional 
support  o r  some mental s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  somebody e l s e  is  
t h e r e  ,wi th  .them. 

Q. Did he ever  d i scuss  t h i s  with you o r  d i d  you ever  
d i scuss  with him t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o r  t h e  susp ic ion  t h a t  it 
might be a coverup opera t ion  o r  a tendency t o  suppress t h e  
f a c t s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  inc iden t?  

A.  I c a n ' t  v i v i d l y  remember t h i s ,  but  t h e r e  was a 
d i scuss ion  they were awfully slow i n  g iv ing  any conclusive 
information on t h e  s u b j e c t .  This may very l i k e l y  have been 
one of t h e  t o p i c s .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  v i v i d l y  remember t h a t .  
But a  month had e lapsed  and nobody had come down and s a i d  
you ' r e  wrong, and no one had come down and s a i d  we found your 
charges were founded. I t  w a s  q u i t e  a time t h a t  e lapsed.  

Q- Would it be f a i r  t o  say t h a t  even though he might 
not  have suspected anything, he wasn ' t  very happy about t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody was very happy. I would 
have j u s t  l i k e d  t o  have an answer t o  my people.  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  my people f o r g o t  t h i s ,  and I wasn ' t  responsive t o  them. 

Q- You a r e  a commander--or were a commander a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  Now, M r .  MACCRATE, do you have some ques t ions  you 
would l i k e  t o  ask? 

MR 	MACCRATE: Not a t  t h e  moment. 

COL FRANKLIN: How many b a t t a l i o n s  d id  you opera te  with when 
you were t h e  commander of t h e  company, genera l ly  speaking? 

A. I had opera ted  on one opera t ion  with two b a t t a l i o n s  
i n  the  198th a r e a ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  west of Chu Lai .  That was a 
two-bat tal ion opera t ion ,  t h e  numbers of which I ' m  n o t  su re .  
But it was two, and they had t h r e e  a t  the  t ime. And I worked 
with the  4/3 west of the  highway, and I was down on one 
opera t ion  again wi th  t h e  1/20 down i n  Mo Duc. W e  were 
s t a t i o n e d  down i n  Mo Duc f o r  t h a t  opera t ion .  

Q. I ' m  no t  t r y i n g  t o  t i e  t h a t  down. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  an i d e a  of how many b a t t a l i o n s  you operated with.  How 
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d id your people l i k e  opera t ing  with Task Force Barker--the 
kind of coordina t ion  made--the way they took c a r e  of your 
guys on Dot t i e  as compared t o  o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n s .  What was 
the impression t h a t  you and your people had of Task Force 
Barker? 

A. I th ink  we had good rappor t .  I th ink  we were 
developing very good. I th ink  you c o u l d n ' t  ask for - - tha t  
any b a t t a l i o n  was more cons idera te  of me. I f  I had a 
communications problem, the  commo se rgean t  was down as  
soon as  he heard about i t ,  l i k e  mine was the  most important 
r ad io  on t h e  whole base. He would leave  you with t h i s  
impression. My people,  a couple of weeks before  I l e f t ,  
s t a r t e d  e a t i n g  every day with--they were fed by t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y ,  the  composite b a t t e r y .  They had no 
reason t o  do t h a t .  They s a i d  they could cook f o r  40 
people a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e i r  own. I th ink  t h a t  r appor t  
was e x c e l l e n t .  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you and your company consider  
Task Force Barker an " u p t i g h t , "  " s t r a c , "  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o u t f i t ?  

A. Yes. I th ink  everybody had a l i t t l e  ques t ion  
as, a  r e s u l t  of t h i s  opera t ion .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  no ques t ion  
about it. A f t e r  t h a t  the  rappor t  was s t i l l  good. I 
thought i f  they were r e a l l y  d i sg run t l ed  over t h i s ,  were 
r e a l l y  impat ient  f o r  an answer, they d i d n ' t  express  
t h i s  nor d i d  they express  it l a t e r .  

COL FRANKLIN: Thank you. 

10: Major WATKE, I have here  a message which has been 
entered  i n t o  t h e  evidence of t h i s  hear ing  as  Exh ib i t  M-7. 
I show you t h i s  message Exhibi t  M-7.  A c lean  copy i s  w r i t t e n  
on t h e  second page. Would you look a t  t h i s  p lease?  

(Handed t h e  e x h i b i t '  t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A. Yes, sir. Colonel HOLLADAY showed t h i s  t o  me. 

Q. I n  l i g h t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  you knew it, o r  how 
you might have f e l t ,  how d i d  you and how d id  your command 
r e a c t  t o  t h i s  message? 

A. W e l l ,  I thought it was kind of inappropr ia t e ,  
under the  circumstances of what we had a l l eged .  The teamwork 
d e f i n i t e l y  wasn ' t  an appropr ia t e  term t o  c a l l  it. We thought 
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t h a t  we were overaggressive.  I t  wasn ' t  rece ived  t o o  w e l l ,  
sir. Colonel HOLLADAY thought it had more meaning than a l l  
t h a t .  

Q. What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. H e  made some comment t o  me about t h e  fact--what 
was t h e  u l t e r i o r  motive of  a cab le  of t h i s  s o r t  under t h e  
circumstances.  

Q. Well, COMUSMACV, then General WESTMORELAND, had a 
h a b i t ,  whenever t h e r e  was a noteworthy a c t i o n ,  of sending 
a l e t t e r  commending t h e  personnel  involved. But t o  have 
received such a message, which i s  understandable-:it 's t h e  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  you have rece iv ing  a message such a s  t h a t  when 
you and perhaps o t h e r s  might have had doubts a s  t o  who t h e s e  
people were t h a t  might have been repor ted .  T h i s . i s  t h e  
r e a c t i o n  t h a t  I am seeking t o  ob ta in .  

A, Well, no one was proud of t h e  opera t ion ,  sir.  No 
one was t a k i n g  any c r e d i t  f o r  i t ,  f o r  a job w e l l  done. 

Q.  Message o r  no message? 

A. Yes, s ir ,  

Q I want t o  c l a r i f y  one p o i n t ,  Major WATKE, bu t  be fo re  
I do t h a t  I have h e r e  Exhibi t  R-1 ,  a L e t t e r  of Transmi t t a l  
f o r  t h e  Report of ~ n v e s t i g a t i o nt o  t h e  Commanding General of  
t h e  America1 Divis ion .  I would ask you t o  scan t h i s  document 
t o  see :  one, if you have ever  seen t h i s  document, o r  two, i f  
you were informed of t h e  genera l  contents  of t h e  document, 
perhaps before  t h e  document might have even a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  
headquar ters  (handing t h e  document t o  MAJ WATKE). 

A. I have never seen t h e  document, s ir .  I never s a w  
t h e  document, sir.  He spoke t o  more people than he has 
ind ica ted .  He spoke t o  some of my people i f  t h i s  is  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q .  I r e f e r  you t o  t h e  two i n c l o s u r e s .  The f i r s t  
i n c l o s u r e  t o  t h a t  document, t h e  i n c l o s u r e  on which you have 
"statement"  a t  t h e  top ,  I would ask you i f  you have e v e r  
seen t h a t  document o r  i f  you had any information t h a t  i s  
included i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  document a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A. I have never seen t h i s  document. I have never  even 
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known of t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h i s  document. I was never aware of 
any people who were gathered up i n  any numbers and j u s t  sho t  
down. The f i r s t  awareness I had t o  t h a t  was t h e  pub l i ca t ion  
of information i n  the  newspaper i n  the  S t a t e s ,  j u s t  r ecen t ly ,  

g o  Tha t ' s  f i n e .  I am concerned whether o r  n o t  you 
heard anybody had repor ted  t h e  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  t o  
o the r  people? 

A. I w a s  never where the  A R W  were. 

Q. I r e f e r  you t o  t h e  second inc losure .  This i n c l o s u r e  
i s  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  VC propaganda l e a f l e t .  I 
would ask you t o  scan t h a t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  second paragraph 
of t h e  t o p  of page 2 .  (Witness does a s  reques ted . )  

A. I have never seen t h i s  document. 

Q. Have you read  the  second paragraph? 

A. I am j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  it, sir. 

Q. Were you ever  aware t h a t  the  VC might have been 
c i t i n g  t h i s  f o r  propaganda, even p r i n t e d  propaganda, s logans,  
o r  any o t h e r  symbolism? 

A. No, sir. I never had any awareness of t h i s  
opera t ion  by anybody. 

9. Were you aware t h a t  an i n i t i a l  informal  r e p o r t  
had been submit ted t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion a few days 
a f t e r  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I wasn ' t  appr ised  of t h a t ,  sir. 

Q- You were n o t  informed? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. I ' l l  come back t o  your testimony on p r i o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  
which w a s  repea ted .  You s a i d  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY t o l d  you 
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was completed a t  some t i m e .  "When was 
t h i s ? "  Your response was, "I be l i eve  it was c l o s e  t o  a month 
a f t e r  it happened t h a t  they had t h e  repor t - - tha t  a r e p o r t  had 
been rendered, and t h e  r e s u l t s  were inconclus ive ,  none was 
found t o  have committed a crime. 'I 
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A .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  I--my r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  
paper, but  it wasn ' t  a  r e p o r t  and I d i d n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  ' 

it was a d i r e c t i v e .  I thought a l e t t e r  was prepared about 
a  month, a t  t h e  end of t h i s  month, corresponding wi th  the  
verbal--the commander's conference t h a t  the  genera l  conducted. 

Q. You w i l l  no te  t h a t  t h i s  r epor t  is  based upon the  
a l l e g a t i o n  made i n  t h e  s ta tement  a t  Inc losure  1, which 
is  dated t h e  14th  of A p r i l .  So t h i s  phase of the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
s t a r t e d  somewhat l a t e r ,  about a month a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  
Since t h i s  r e p o r t  was n o t  submitted u n t i l  subsequent t o  
your depar ture ,  it is  q u i t e  apparent  t h a t  you would no t  
have seen t h e  r e p o r t  i t s e l f ,  although the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
w a s  going on. There may have been information coming i n t o  
the  headquar ters  v i a  command channels.  That i s  one p o s s i b i l i -
t y .  Another p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  the  prel iminary r e p o r t  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was made by Colonel HENDERSON as  a r e s u l t  
of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  you had heard i n  the  van t h a t  day, 
which would have been the  morning of the  17th.  This is 
why I am t r y i n g  t o  t i e  t h i s  down j u s t  a l i t t l e  t i g h t e r  
because you had made t h e  s ta tement ,  and Colonel HENDERSON 
had ind ica ted  t h a t  something w a s  received t h a t  was incon-
c lus ive .  

A. This may have been a r e p o r t  t h a t  h e - r e n d e r e d ,  s i r ,  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  meeting i n  the  van which c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  
very in-depth,  sir. I was never apprised of t h i s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of it. I was informed, I ' m  su re  by, I t h i n k ,  Colonel BARKER, 
t h a t  they never d i d  l o c a t e  the  ind iv idua l  who was wearing 
the  helmet, and a t  some time frame h i s  observat2ons out  t h e r e  
d i d n ' t  lend him t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was an undue k i l l i n g  of 
personnel.  

Q. Colonel BARKER t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. A t  some t i m e ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether it w a s  a 
day l a t e r  o r  even t h a t  same day o r  whether it was s e v e r a l  
days l a t e r .  I know t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime, when I t h i n k  a b i t ,  
t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was s t i l l  going on. This was j u s t  an in ter im,  
and when they go t  down t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  they were f ind ing  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  more, because a t  t h e  time no one had come ou t  and 
s a i d ,  "You a r e  a l l  wrong." No one ever  came back and t o l d  
me o r  t o l d  me t o  t e l l  my people: "They d i d n ' t  know what 
the  h e l l  they were t a l k i n g  about." 

Q. J u s t  t o  c l a r i f y  in your mind--the f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  
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d id  no t  inc lude  your people,  it would no t  be necessary i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  have contacted your people. I am no t  
saying t h a t  it would n o t  have been d e s i r a b l e ,  b u t  t h i s  having 
s t a r t e d  on t h e  14th  and a prel iminary r e p o r t  h a v h g  been 
provided, t h i s  d o e s n ' t  necessa r i ly  r e l a t e  t o  former inqu i ry ,  
if I make my p o i n t  c l e a r .  

A. Yes, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Major WATKE, when t h e  f i v e  of you were assembled 
a t  LZ Dot t i e  on t h e  morning of t h e  17th  of March, was t h e r e  a 
suggest ion a t  any t ime, by anyone i n  t h a t  group, t h a t  your 
men should be i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  having threa tened t o  shoot 
o the r  American s o l d i e r s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. 

Q T h i s  ques t ion  never came up? 

A. A s  such t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  my people? No, s ir .  Not 
i n  t h a t  manner. 

Q. There w a s  no thought he re  that your people should 
be i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  anything they had done on t h e  16th? 

A. NO, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c o l l e c t  any. 

Q. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  r a t h e r  t o  what 
the  members of t h e  ground f o r c e s  had been doing, i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I th ink  t h a t  i n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
they would c e r t a i n l y  have had t o  ques t ion  my people and 
determine t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  s ta tements .  

Q. But your people had taken a very unusual a c t i o n ,  
had they no t?  

A. I n  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  and a l l ,  s i r ?  

0. W e l l ,  i n  th rea ten ing  t o  shoot  o t h e r  American s o l d i e r s ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  has always been my g r e a t  concern. 

Q. But no one t h e r e  assembled a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  i n  the  
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circumstances,  f e l t  a t  a l l  concerned about what they had done? 

A. It d i d n ' t  seem t o  me t h a t  it was brought up as a 
s t r o n g  p o i n t  a t  a l l  a t  t h a t  meeting. 

MR MACCRATE: Thank you. 

COL MILLER: You s a i d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h i s  telegram came out  people 
d i d n ' t  seem t o  be t o o  happy about i t ?  

A. I ' m  speaking now of myself and Colonel HOLLADAY. I 
wouldn't  even swear t h a t  I even showed t h i s  te legram t o  t h e  
t roops .  

COL MILLER: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL WILSON: I was under t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  communication 
regarding U.S. fo rces  f i r i n g  on each o t h e r  was between M r .  
THOMPSON and h i s  p i l o t s  of h i s  gunships. Was t h e r e  ever  an 
open t ransmission of t h i s  type? Was t h e r e  anything? Would 
t h i s  communication go from THOMPSON t o  t h e  ground commander 
down t h e r e ,  o r  t o  anybody on t h e  ground? 

A. Well, t h i s  was the  p o i n t .  I t  was between THOMPSON 
and the  person he was t a l k i n g  t o  on the  ground. I c a n ' t  t e l l  
you now i f  it went over  t h e  a i r ,  i f  THOMPSON, when he go t  back 
i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  p u t  it out  over t h e  a i r  and i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  
people,  " I f  I g e t  s h o t ,  "--I d o n ' t  know, but  t h e  l i n k  was 
f ind ing  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  on the  ground. 

Q He d i d  say t h i s  t o  t h e  ind iv idua l  on t h e  ground? 
It wasn ' t  j u s t  a comment t o  t h i s  p i l o t ?  . 
A. I t  w a s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  me t h a t  he d id .  H e  was 
i n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  people t h a t  i f  he was shot  a t ,  they were 
going t o  shoot  back. 

I0: Was he t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  crew chief  and h i s  gunner o r  
was he t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  gunships? 

A ,  I always thought he meant both.  

Q. If he d i d  t h i s ,  t o  h i s  gunships,  he could have only
communicated over t h e  UHF? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  t ransmiss ion  ever 
went over t h e  r ad io .  
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MR WALSH: Before you were s h o t  down d i d  any of your people 
ever ask you t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. I c a n ' t  answer it d e f i n i t e l y .  I th ink  they d id .  
Yes. I th ink  s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  Maybe wi th in  t h e  time frame of 
seve ra l  days. It cou ldn ' t  have been more than once o r  
twice. I always f e l t  a l i t t l e  sheepish about it. I ' m  su re  
t h a t  they had it i n  mind. 

Q- Did you make any i n q u i r i e s  of Colonel HOLLADAY 
o r  o t h e r s  when t h e  r e p o r t  was coming down? 

A. Only one time when Colonel BARKER had informed 
me of t h e  s t a t u s  the re .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h a t  was a s  a r e s u l t  
--or i f  he jus t - - I  never d id  go t o  d i v i s i o n .  I never went 
beyond Colonel HOLLADAY. I may very we l l  have asked Colonel 
HOLLADAY i f  he heard anything on it. I am r e g r e t f u l  t h a t  
I never pursued it with t h e  vim and vigor-- 

MR WALSH: ( In te rpos ing)  I have no o t h e r  ques t ions .  

10: Major WATKE, you have been very h e l p f u l  today i n  
helping t o  c l e a r  up a l o t  f o r  us ,  and w e  apprec ia te  it very 
much. I would l i k e  t o  inform you again:  i f  you have any 
f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  documents, maps, 
photos, memorandums, and any o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  which i n  your 
judgment w i l l  a s s i s t  us i n  coming t o  some v a l i d  f indings  
and recommendations f o r  t h e  purposes of t h i s  hear ing ,  we 
would a p p r e c i a t e  it very much i f  you would come forward 
with it. Thank you very much. 

(The a e r i a l  photograph, Exhib i t  P-1 , which 
was annotated by MAJ WATKE was received and en te red  i n t o  
evidence as  Exh ib i t  P-1C. ) 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1525 hours,  11 
December 19 69 .  ) 
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(The hear ing  was c a l l e d  t o  order  a t  1121 hours ,  
1 2  December 1969.) 

10: This  hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  
recessed a r e  again  p resen t .  

The nex t  wi tnesses  w i l l  be Lieutenant  Colonel 
HOLLADAY and Major WATKE. 

Colonel HOLLADAY; Major WATKE. I remind you t h a t  
you remain under oa th  t o  t h i s  board. 

10: Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE, we have 
r e c a l l e d  you toge the r  f o r  t h e  express  purpose of t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t imes ,  d a t e s  and p laces .  When you(speaking t o  
LTC HOLLADAY) departed we were q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  
your explanat ion  of t imes and d a t e s .  And when you (speaking 
t o  MAJ WATKE) depar ted  we w e r e  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  wi th  
t imes and da tes  and p laces .  I f  you r e c a l l ,  however, we had 
asked both of you i f - y o u  could t h i n k  of anything e l s e  t h a t  
might shed l i g h t  upon it, t o  improve our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
whether it would be a thought ,  o r  whether it would be  a p iece  
of paper ,  o r  whatever it might be ,  would you p l e a s e  s o  ind i -  
c a t e .  This has  been t h e  case.  Major WATKE has  provided copies  
of l e t t e r s  which he wrote t o  h i s  family which provide some 
d e t a i l  a s  t o  what he  d i d  on t h e s e  days. So my purpose i n  
g e t t i n g  you t o g e t h e r  i s  t o  see  i f  we c a n ' t  r e s o l v e  t h i s  
problem which i s  r e a l l y  germane t o  what we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  
do he re ,  t o  g e t  t h i s  sequence of events  e s t a b l i s h e d .  What 
happened a t  var ious  t imes and p laces?  NOW, bo th  of you, i n  
your testimony, have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had t a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  
t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  16th .  That f a c t  i s  q u i t e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
and corroborated by both of your tes t imonies .  Both of  you 
ind ica ted  t h a t  you subsequent ly,  t h e  fol lowing morning, went 
t o  s e e  General YOUNG a t  d i ~ i s i o n ~ h e a d q u a r t e r s  and repor ted  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  him, o r  r epor ted  t o  him t h e  information 
which had been provided, with Major WATKE doing t h e  primary 
t a l k i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The i n d i c a t i o n ,  then ,  
i s  t h a t  Major WATKE went on h i s  way and ended up a t  LZ 
Dot t i e  and t h a t  some time subsequent t o  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  morning, 
t h e  word was i s sued  t o  you (LTC HOLLADAY), and General 
YOUNG, Colonel HENDERSON, Colonel BARKER, and you Major 
WATKE, t h e  f i v e  of you were t o  assemble a t  LZ Dot t ie .  
The t imes and circumstances he re  a r e  a l l  c o n s i s t e n t  

(WATKE) APP T-10 

(HOLLADAY) APP T-12 ' 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


as f a r  a s  t h e  testimony, b u t  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  would i n d i c a t e  
something d i f f e r e n t  happened, no t  s e r i o u s .  I t  i s  j u s t  a 
quest ion of time. I would l i k e  t o  ask (speaking t o  MAJ 
WATKE) would you have any ob jec t ion  t o  having t h e s e  l e t t e r s  
en tered  i n  t h i s  hear ing  as testimony? 

MAJ WATKE: No, sir ,  no t  if I can even tua l ly  g e t  them back 
sometime, sir.  

10: Well, a s  a  mat ter  of f a c t  we can have t r u e  copies  
made of them and g ive  them back t o  you immediately. I t ' s  
not  t h e  l e t t e r s  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  s i r ,  they can be en te red .  

10: I would ask you t o  t a k e  a c l o s e  look a t  t h i s  
because t h e r e  a r e  only c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of those  l e t t e r s  t h a t  
I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  any p a r t s  t h a t  you would 
l i k e  t o  have d e l e t e d  which a r e  n o t  germane t o  t h e  i s s u e  
w e  can do t h i s .  

MAJ WATKE: I t  i s  n o t  necessary t o  do t h i s .  

I 0: I have t h r e e  l e t t e r s  from Major WATKE t o  h i s  
family da ted  16 March 1968, 17 March 1968, and 18  March 1968. 
I would l i k e  t o  have t h e s e  l e t t e r s  en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  
a s  e x h i b i t s .  

RCDR: Major WATKE's l e t t e r  of 16 March 1968 i s  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  Exh ib i t  M-10. Major WATKE's l e t t e r  of 17 March 1968 is  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Exh ib i t  M - 1 1 .  Major WATKE's l e t t e r  of 18 March 
1968 i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as M-12. 

COL MILLER: Le t  t h e  record  r e f l e c t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  
w i l l  be  withdrawn and copies  s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e r e f o r e .  

I0: Add t o  t h e  record t h a t  t h e  e x h i b i t s  w i l l  inc lude  
e i t h e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  o r  f acs imi les  of t h e  envelopes a s  we l l .  

MAJ WATKE: A s  long a s  they a r e  needed you may have them. 

10: I have n o t  s t u d i e d  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  i n  d e t a i l ,  b u t  
I would n o t  ask you t o  s u b j e c t  anything t h a t  i s  personal  
between your w i f e  and yourse l f  t o  the s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  American 
publ ic .  
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MAJ WATKE: Well, s i r ,  my wife  has always s a i d  t h a t  my . 
l e t t e r s  t o  h e r  could be read over t h e  radio.  

10: Colonel HOLLADAY, I have t h e  l e t t e r  of  t h e  17th .  

I show you a copy of t h e  e x h i b i t  dated t h e  17th  (Exh ib i t  

M - ) Would you read t h i s  p lease?  


(The wi tness  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

I he re  a l s o  show you a copy of a l e t t e r  dated on 
t h e  18th  (Exhibi t  M-12) . 

(The wi tness  examined t h e  document. ) 

Do t h e s e  l e t t e r s  h e l p  t o  r e f r e s h  anybody's memory 
s o  a s  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e s e  events?  I t h i n k  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
p o i n t  i s  whether t h i s  meeting took p lace  on t h e  17th  o r  t h e  
18th .  Now obviously,  i f  you flew down t o g e t h e r  t o  Duc Pho 
on t h e  17th ,  a s  it i s  ind ica ted  i n  t h e  l e t t e r ,  you probably 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  meeting t h a t  day and probably he ld  t h e  meeting 
t h e  fol lowing day a s  it is i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  l e t t e r  of  
t h e  18th.  

MAJ WATKE: I can remember t h e  meeting a t  Duc Pho, n o t  s o  
much what was d iscussed  i n  t h e  meeting, b u t  a s  we l e f t - -
t h a t  my p a r t i c u l a r  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  I had t a l k e d  about w e r e  
never discussed down the re .  They never asked a ques t ion .  
They never implied t h a t  they had any awareness t h a t  any- 
t h i n g  had happened on t h e  16 th .  The comment was made, by 
e i t h e r  myself o r  t h e  co lone l  (HOLLADAY), t h a t  i f  they  knew 
it,  it was s u r e  coldblooded t h a t  they d i d n ' t ,  j u s t  d i d n ' t  
b r ing  it up t o  us t o  ask ques t ions  and chal lenge  us ,  o r  
anything t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  

10: Do you remember those  circumstances,  Colonel 
HOLLADAY? 

LTC HOLLADAY: I remember t h e  day t h a t  we flew t o  Duc Pho 
together .  Didn ' t  we ( t a l k i n g  t o  MAJ WATKE) have t o  go 
through a couple of h e l i c o p t e r s  before  we could f i n d  one 
t h a t  would run? And t h a t  was t h e  day t h a t  you d i d  n o t  wear 
a "chicken board." This i s  t h e  same t r i p - - t h e  one t h a t  I 
remember. 

MAJ WATKE: The only one t h a t  w e  had I t h i n k ,  sir ( t a l k i n g  
t o  LTC HOLLADAY) . 
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LTC HOLLADAY: We were going t o  Duc Pho and i n  t h i s  
ins t ance  we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  one h e l i c o p t e r  s t a r t e d .  I t  had 
a bad b a t t e r y ,  and another one had something e l s e  wrong with 
it; and a s  I r e c a l l ,  we f i n a l l y  got  a t h i r d  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
went down. And I remember t e l l i n g  you (MAJ WATKE) t o  wear 
a "chicken board" from now on f o r  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  t r i p .  
I c a n ' t  remember any of t h e  events  t h a t  occurred af te rwards  
down t h e r e ,  nothing s i g n i f i c a n t .  We t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDER-
SON. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  gu t s  of t h a t  conversat ion a t  a l l .  

10: According t o  t h e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n ,  t h e  

ob jec t  of t h e  conversat ion was no t  t h e  previous d a y ' s  

a c t i v i t i e s  o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  b u t  what i s  s t a t e d  

here:  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  br igade  commander, r e f e r e n c e  "my 

(WATKE1s) u n i t  and i ts  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  " 


MAJ WATKE: I had f e l t  t h a t  I could more e f f i c i e n t l y  be 
u t i l i z e d  and t h i s  was a r e s u l t  of previous t a l k s  with t h e  
colonel  (LTC HOLLADAY). We went down t o  expla in  what a s s e t s  
I r e a l l y  had and how I might be more f u l l y  employed. That 
was r e a l l y  t h e  theme of t h e  conversat ion.  

10: I f  we recons t ruc t  t h e  t imes then ,  assuming 
t h i s  d i d  happen, t h a t  you d i d  go down on t h e  1 7 t h ,  t h i s  
would mean t h a t  you t a l k e d  on Saturday n i g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  
which would be  t h e  n i g h t  of  t h e  16th .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  
c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  testimony t h a t  you gave and you gave. 
Late  i n  t h e  evening sometime, they a r e  n o t  exac t  times b u t  
somewhere between 2100 and midnight, t h e  two of you d i s -  
cussed i n  cons iderable  depth what had t r a n s p i r e d  dur ing  t h e  
opera t ion  and what had been repor ted .  This was your r e p o r t  
and you ( t o  WATKE) were caut ioned.  You caut ioned him ( t o  
HOLLADAY) and s o  f o r t h  about t h e  g r a v i t y  of what he  was 
saying. Then according t o  your tes t imony,  you "agonized" 
o r  something. 

LTC HOLLADAY: Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: The fol lowing morning t h e  two of you repor ted  t o  
General YOUNG t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  sometime fol lowing 
which you went t o  church, Major WATKE? 

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  sir. 

10: I d o n ' t  know what t ime. What i s  your f a i t h ?  

MAJ WATKE: Roman Cathol ic .  

I0: What t ime was t h e  s e r v i c e  normally he ld?  I t  
doesn ' t  make much d i f fe rence .  You were l a t e .  
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MAJ WATKE: I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l ,  sir .  

10: I t  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  church s e r v i c e s ,  
and perhaps l a t e r  i n  the  morning o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  lunch, t h e  , 
two of you flew t o  Duc Pho t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel HENDERSON, 
the  br igade commander, and a f t e r  r e tu rn ing  you t a l k e d  
t o  your new troops.  Then it was the  fol lowing day, t h e  
morning of t h e  P8th, t h a t  the  meeting was c a l l e d  t o  be 
he ld  a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  which i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with everyth ing  t h a t  
i s  pu t  down he re  i n  the  l e t t e r s .  

M A J  WATKE: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s ir ,  because I have never 
been a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  how I go t  t o  Duc Pho on t h e  17 th ,  and 
I was s t a t i n g  t h a t  yesterday i n  my testimony. I knew I 
d i d n ' t  d r i v e  down; I flew. But I c o u l d n ' t  remember how I 
go t  the re .  I t  w a s  because I never went down t o  LZ Dot t i e  
on t h e  17th .  

I0: I b e l i e v e  you meant by what you j u s t  s t a t e d  
t h a t  you d i d n ' t  know how you g o t  t o  LZ Dot t i e  no t  t o  Duc Pho. 

MAJ WATKE: To LZ Dot t i e .  I have no reason t o  bel ieve--I  
be l i eve  t h a t  everyth ing  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  was a s  it occurred.  

10: Other than  t h e  17 th ,  everything t h a t ,  time-wise, 
you gentlemen have s a i d  meshes toge the r  very we l l .  But t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  dropping o u t  t h e  17th f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  
t h i s  c r e a t e s  t h e  problem. 

The hear ing  w i l l  be recessed.  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 1 4 1  hours ,  12 
December 19 6  9. ) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1147 hours ,  
12 December 1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons who were p resen t  when t h e  hear ing  
recessed a r e '  again p resen t .  

I 0 : Would t h e r e  be anything f l y i n g  down t o  Duc Pho 
on Sunday t h e  17th which would s tand o u t  i n  your mind? 

MAJ WATKE: Well, g e t t i n g  the  a i rp lane .  When one broke down 
we went t o  another  one, and t h e r e  was d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f ind ing  
ou t  which one t o  go t o ,  and I remember t h a t  t h e  colonel  w a s  
typical ly--he became r a t h e r  vociferous about g e t t i n g  someone 
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ou t  t h e r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  o t h e r  a i r p l a n e ,  and when t h e  second 
one d i d n ' t  work it w a s  p r e t t y  h i l a r i o u s .  But w e  d i d  g e t  
one, and we went down. It was a p r e t t y ,  sunshiny Sunday. 
The reason we had t roub le  g e t t i n g  t h e  people was t h a t  it 
was Sunday. A l l  t h e  people weren 't on t h e  l i n e  and working 
as hard a s  they  normally would on o t h e r  days. 

10: Well t h e r e  might be some o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
might have, i f  you th ink  about it. The thought came 
t o  your mind t h a t  you went down t o  t a l k  about t h e  123d aero- 
scou t  u n i t ,  and you d i d  t a l k  about t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t y ,  and how it might be b e t t e r  used, and the  thought 
came t o  your mind, "I wonder why it i s  t h a t  they don 't know 
anything about it o r  what might have t r a n s p i r e d .  l1 Now my 
po in t  is  t h a t  you and Colonel HOLLADAY had t a l k e d  t h i s  one 
over a t  cons ide rab le  length  t h e  n igh t  b e f o r e ,  and it seems , 
t h a t  i n  f l y i n g  i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  toge the r  t h e r e  might have 
been some communication back and f o r t h  which on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
day you might have d iscussed  as  you were f l y i n g  back t o  
Chu Lai.  Has anything such a s  t h i s  come t o  mind? 

MAJ WATKE: Well, I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  
o r  walking back f o r  t h e  p lane ,  b u t  I was expect ing ' t o  be 
dressed down r a t h e r  harsh ly  by somebody i n  e i t h e r  Task Force 
Barker o r  one of t h e  ground u n i t s  f o r  my a l l e g a t i o n s ,  and 
I d i d n ' t  expect  t h e  people t o  j u s t  accept  what I s a i d  a t  
face  value.  People would r e s i s t .  Every time I t o l d  the  
s t o r y  I waited f o r  someone t o  pounce back on me. When we 
went down t o  Duc Pho, a t  l e a s t  mental ly ,  I d i d n ' t  express  
myself i n  words, I expected them t o  b r ing  up t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  
and I would once again have t o  defend myself and my a l l e g a -  
t i o n .  It  j u s t  never was mentioned down t h e r e  a s  I r e c a l l .  
They d i d n ' t  say anything. Why d i d n ' t  they? They d i d n ' t  
know, o r  why d i d n ' t  they  know o r  it was--

MR MACCRATE: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Who would have been those a t  
Duc Pho a t  t h a t  time who you saw and who-- 

MAJ WATKE : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Colonel HENDERSON. 

MR MACCRATE: Who i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

M A J  WATKE: Colonel GREEN was t h e r e .  We s a t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  
t h a t  w a s  up on a h i l l .  There was t h e  TOC a s  you walked up 
the  road of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade, which was k ind  of walking 
towards t h e  e a s t ;  on t h e  le f t -hand s i d e  was t h e  TOC bu i ld ing ,  
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semi-underground, on t h e  right-hand s i d e  was t h e  S 3 ' s  o f f i c e .  
The S2 was i n  an o f f i c e  j u s t  ad jacen t  t o  h i s .  I ' m  n o t  pos- 
i t i v e  of t h a t .  I f  you continued on t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  road 
bent  around t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  a t  l e a s t  when 
t h e  genera l  had t h e  br igade ,  he l i v e d  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  
was up a number of s t e p s ,  and o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h i s  was 
an o f f i c e .  And it was i n  t h a t  room t h a t  we had our  d iscuss ion .  

10: Would you c a l l  t h a t  a  b r i e f i n g  room? 

M A J  WATKE: No, sir. I t ' s  j u s t  more h i s  o f f i c e ,  s i r ,  j u s t  
a desk and one o r  two couches, and we s a t  around it and 
t h e r e  was a minimum of four  of us i n  t h e  room. 

MR WEST: According t o  t h e  sequence of events  s e t  o u t  i n  
your l e t t e r s ,  t hen ,  a t  t h i s  time you had t a lked  t o  General 
YOUNG. The previous day, 16th ,  you had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
BARKER--

MAJ WATKE: ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel BARKER. 

MR WEST: Before going t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? Presumably t h e  
knowledge of t h i s  incident--complaint going t o  Task Force 
Barker,  would have been through Colonel BARKER. Is t h a t  a 
f a i r  assumption? 

MAJ WATKE: I t  was known a t  both t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  l e v e l  
and a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  That af ternoon obviously they 
d i d  not  express  a t  br igade  l e v e l  t h a t  they w e r e  aware of  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime, which I thought was ra ther - -

MR WEST: ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You had n o t  repor ted  it t o  br igade? 
You t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER and then  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY? 

MAJ WATKE: No, s ir ,  I never have. I thought--well I d o n ' t  
know what I thought a t  t h e  time r e a l l y .  But now t h a t  I 
t h i n k  of i t ,  it would have been o u t  of p lace  f o r  us t o  
d i r e c t l y  go t o  t h e  br igade .  Well, it wouldn't  have been 
a c t u a l l y  i n c o r r e c t ,  bu t '  BARKER knew. H i s  boss (COL 
HENDERSON), no t  mine-- 

MR WEST: ( In te rpos ing)  Going back t o  your meeting with 
General YOUNG, would h e  have ind ica ted  a t  t h e  end of t h i s  
conference t h a t  he wanted t o  th ink  about t h i s ,  t h a t  he would 
g e t  i n  touch wi th  you l a t e r ,  o r  anything of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  

(WATKE) APP T-10 
(HOLLADAY) APP T-12 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. . 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


poss ib ly  t h a t  he  was not  going t o  t ake  immediate ac t ion?  

LTC HOLLADAY: No, no t  a s  I remember, sir. 

10: Did he  say anything about wanting t o  pass  t h i s  
on t o  General KOSTER and t a l k  it over  with General KOSTER? 

LTC HOLLADAY: NO,  sir .  A s  I r e c a l l  it, he made t h e  
arrangements. Here again,  it was through h i s  a i d e  o r  t h e  
chief  of s t a f f ,  t h a t  morning, t h e  17 th ,  t o  have t h e  meeting 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  wi th  Colonel BARKER and Colonel HENDERSON l a t e r  
on t h a t  morning (17th) . I ' v e  go t  t o  say t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of 
reading h e r e  wha t ' s  i n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  which r e f e r  t o  it 
a s  t h e  18th.  

10: This  i s  exac t ly  what he s a i d .  I t ' s  n o t  verbatim. 
u n t i l  such t ime a s  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  scene with a 
d i f f e r e n t  sequence of events ,  I had it f i rmly  f ixed  i n  my mind 
t h a t  it took p l a c e  on t h e  morning of t h e  17 th .  But t h i s  
would i n d i c a t e  q u i t e  t o  t h e  cont rary .  

MAJ WATKE: A l l  I can say ,  s ir ,  is  t h a t  I would have never 
changed my testimony had it not  been f o r  these .  But I - - there  
is  no reason t o  be l i eve  t h a t  what I wrote  i s n ' t  i n  f a c t  what 
t r a n s p i r e d ,  f o r  it was w r i t t e n  t h e  day of  t h e  happening and 
I j u s t  consider  it being more f a c t u a l  than my memory. 

MR WEST: I t  was your h a b i t  t o  s i t  down every evening and 
w r i t e  a l e t t e r ?  

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  s i r ,  my wife  has a d i a r y ,  a 300 and something 
page d i a r y ,  of my t o u r  i n  Vietnam. I am s u r e ,  i t ' s  i n  my mind 
now t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  sequence of events .  No reason t o  i n f e r  
t h a t  t h i s  is  n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  what d i d  t a k e  p lace .  

MR WEST: Was Colonel HENDERSON p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  Duc Pho 
meeting? 

MAJ WATKE: Y e s ,  s i r ,  it was i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  I ' m  s u r e  it was. 

LTC HOLLADAY: We had been having some t r o u b l e  with t h e  aero-
scou t  company. I t  was a newly-organized u n i t  and Fred (MAJ 
WATKE) d i d n ' t  t h i n k  they were be ing  u t i l i z e d  proper ly .  We 
set t h i s  meeting up with Colonel HENDERSON. 
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MR WEST: This  was an experimental  company? 

LTC HOLLADAY: No, s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  experimental ,  it i s  s o r t  of 
a mini-air-cav t roop.  

MR WEST: Okay. 

MR WALSH: I n  t h e  second paragraph of your l e t t e r  of  t h e  
18th  you r e f e r  t o  an opera t ion  t h a t  you were conducting 
t h a t  morning and a s  a r e fe rence  thereto--  

MAJ WATKE: ( In te rpos ing)  This  morning we snatched a suspect?  

MR WALSH: Yes. "And we a r e  conducting a  combined opera t ion  
with an i n f a n t r y  company t h i s  a f te rnoon."  That would indicate--  

MAJ WATKE: ( In te rpos ing)  That was with t h e  4/3  ac ross  t h e  
highway. 

MR. WALSH: Were you f l y i n g  t h a t  morning? 

MAJ WATKE: Yes, sir.  

MR WALSH: I t  seems t o  be a l i t t l e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  
meeting a t  9 a . m .  but--

MAJ WATKE: ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g ,  t h e  9 a.m. 
meeting came t o  me i n  a phone c a l l .  I wasn ' t  aware of t h e  
meeting. It  was n o t  a p r e s e t  meeting. I n  o t h e r  words, I 
went down t h a t  morning not  knowing t h a t  I had a meeting t o  
a t t e n d  a t  9 o ' c lock  wi th  t h e  genera l .  I got  t h e  c a l l  e i t h e r  
through BARKER o r  through t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  LTC 
HOLLADAY) r a d i o  t h a t  I was t o  meet up t h e r e  wi th  t h e s e  people. 
We were conducting an opera t ion  and we had gone o u t  and pu t  
our  people i n  a  blocking p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e  4/3  was sweeping 
down. I 
post ive.  
day. 

can go o u t ,  I th ink ,  and f i n d  t h a t  p lace ,  
Well we pu t  them i n  and nothing took p l a

I ' m  
c e  t h a t  

t h a t  

MR WEST: But you went on up t o  Chu Lai?  

MAJ WATKE: No, sir,  t h e  meeting was a t  LZ Dot t ie .  

10: On t h e  18th?  


MAJ WATKE: "Snatch" was j u s t  another  opera t ion .  This  i s  
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j u s t  ano the r  t e r m  t h a t  w e  use. W e  go and they  would s e l e c t  
an a r e a ,  and I s a y  t h e y ,  t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  o r  t h e  
b r igade  would say  they  wanted a  mi l i t a ry -age  male i f  p o s s i b l e  
o u t  of  a g iven  a r e a .  Usual ly  t hey  went i n t o  a r e z s  o u t  
beyond where t hey  mainta ined t h e i r  t r o o p s ,  i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y s ,  
o u t  i n  t h e  VC a r e a s .  W e  would go o u t  and f i n d  one and j u s t  
sna t ch  him o f f  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  e a r t h  and t a k e  him back t o  
CID.  W e  had a p o l i c y ,  though, t h a t  i f  he  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  VC 
then  I would t a k e  them back o u t  and p l a c e  them, n o t  i n  t h e  
same p l a c e ,  b u t  w i t h i n  easy walking d i s t a n c e  of  where I ' d  
snatched them, hoping t h a t  someday we'd g e t  him aga in .  

10: Anybody else have any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  would 
l i k e  t o  add res s  t o  e i t h e r  Colonel  HOLLADAY o r  Major WATKE? 

W e  may have t o  r e c a l l  you a t  a l a t e r  t ime  t o  see 
i f  w e  can c l a r i f y  t h i s  f u r t h e r .  I n  t h e  meantime I wish t h a t  
both  of you would keep your  t h i n k i n g  caps  on t o  s e e  i f  you 
can r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  e v e n t s  du r ing  t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  and 1 8 t h  s o  
t h a t  w e  can t r y  t o  f i r m  up t h e  d a t e s  when t h e s e  meet ings  
took p l a c e .  Does e i t h e r  of you have any th ing  e lse  t h a t  you 
would l i k e  t o  s ay  o r  might c o n t r i b u t e  t o  what w e  a r e  s eek ing  
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

LTC HOLLADAY: No, sir. 

MAJ WATKE: No, sir. 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess u n t i l  1330. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1200 hours ,  12  December 
1969 .) 
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December 
(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1531 hours,  19 , 

1969. ) 

I 0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MI?WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN and 
MAJ LYNN. 

The hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Major WATKE. Major WATKE 
you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain under oath.  

10: Major WATKE , a f t e r  we had been toge the r  a 
couple of  t imes and received testimony from you, w e  have 
received testimony from o t h e r  people. We thought it 
would be advisable  t h a t  we ask you t o  r e t u r n ,  so  t h a t  w e  
can t r y  t o  g e t  a couple of po in t s  c l a r i f i e d .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q One of t h e  p o i n t s  t h a t  we have some problems 
with has t o  do wi th  what was s a i d  t o  General YOUNG when 
you and Colonel HOLLADAY went t o  him the  morning of the  
17th. A s  I r e c a l l ,  when w e  f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  you about what 
was repor ted  t o  you, and t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s tuck  i n  your mind 
and s o  f o r t h ,  t h e  b i g  impression t h a t  you had and t h e  
t h i n g  t h a t  s tuck  wi th  you r e a l l y  was t h e  conf ron ta t ion  
t h a t  took p lace .  L a t e r ,  when w e  asked you and Colonel 
HOLLADAY t o  come i n  toge the r  because of some d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
I remember you saying,  "Yes, I was concerned about t h i s  
confronta t ion ,  but  Colonel HOLLADAY was much more concerned 
about the c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s , "  and from then on we  s h i f t e d  
t o  your d i scuss ion  wi th  General YOUNG and then a l s o  t o  
your meeting wi th  General YOUNG, Colonel HENDERSON, and 
Colonel BARKER, probably the  morning of the 18th  a t  LZ 
Dot t ie .  So, it becomes q u i t e  important and very much 
germane as t o  r e a l l y  what was s a i d  t o  General YOUNG and 
f o r  t h i s  reason we would l i k e  you t o  t e l l  us aga in ,  as 
b e s t  you can, what the  information and what t h e  impression 
w a s  t h a t  you conveyed, yourse l f  and Colonel HOLLADAY, 
t o  General YOUNG. 

A. When I went t o  Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  evening, 
I th ink  what was uppermost i n  my mind was the  f a c t  t h a t  
I had t h i s  confrontat ion--or  my people had had it with 
t h e  people 
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on t h e  ground, and I th ink  I put less, a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
moment i n  t ime, l e s s  importance on t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  f o r  
perhaps a couple of reasons.  One, a s  I s t a t e d  be fo re ,  
I wasn't  a l l  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  my people r e a l l v  had seen 
what they had thought they had seen; secondly,  I wasn ' t  
a l l  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  were r e a l l y  as many c a s u a l t i e s  
as  was being repor ted .  Because the  tempo of t h e  b a t t l e  
being waged, o r  what you a r e  hear ing  over the  r a d i o  as  
such, d i d n ' t  l e a d  you t o  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e r e  was t h a t  
much of a f i g h t  r e a l l y  going on. I f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  would 
be repercuss ions  a t  my l e v e l ,  t h a t  i s ,  a t  the  Task Force 
Barker t o  my l e v e l  and s o  on, over a conf ron ta t ion  of 
people arguing on the  ground over the  opera t ion .  I th ink  
Colonel HOLLADAY was never a l l  t h a t  concerned. I d o n ' t  
th ink  t h a t  t h i s  bothered him a t  h i s  l e v e l .  For t h i s  reason,  
he asked me whether I r e a l i z e d  what I was r e a l l y  accusing 
of having t r a n s p i r e d  on the  ground--and i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
meaning t h e  c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h a t  people were perhaps needless ly  
k i l l e d  and wounded. I thought I d i d ,  bu t  perhaps I d i d n ' t .  
I th ink  when we--later t h e  next  morning--went t o  General 
YOUNG the  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h i n g  was the  c a s u a l t i e s ,  a s  
opposed t o  the  c o n f l i c t  between my p i l o t s  and t h e  personnel  
on t h e  ground. I t r i e d  t o  r e a l l y  t h i n k  what I s a i d .  I ' m  
convinced t h a t  what I s a i d  t o  one, I b a s i c a l l y  s a i d  t o  
everyone, but  whether I t o l d  t h i s  committee a good por t ion  
of what I t o l d  them I ' m  no t  r e a l l y  too  su re  i n  my mind. 
I have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  I am u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  probably,  
withholding something, b u t  I hones t ly  c a n ' t  b r ing  it 
back t o  mind. I c a n ' t  remember enough of t h e  s p e c i f i c s .  
I know t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  s t o r y  was the  f a c t  t h a t  one of my 
p i l o t s ,  M r .  THOMPSON, d i d  have a d i scuss ion  on t h e  ground . 
with  an unknown ind iv idua l  which terminated in  one th rea ten ing  
t h e  o t h e r  to shoot .  Then t h e  s t o r y  went on of t h e  needless  
wounding of personnel  on t h e  ground as a r e s u l t  of f i r i n g .  

Q- Wounding o r  k i l l i n g ?  

A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  both,  sir.  I ' m  su re  it was both.  

MR MACCRATE: Excuse me, can you t e l l  us why, and you 
have done t h i s  r epea ted ly ,  when you t e l l  us t h e  s t o r y  
you use t h e  word "wounding" r a t h e r  than  k i l l i n g ?  
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A. Well, I th ink  one of the reasons f o r  t h i s  . 
i s ,  I seem t o  have it i n  my mind t h a t  the  f i r i n g  was done 
a t  a range of 25-50 meters o r  thereabouts  o r  perhaps even 
more a s  opposed t o  5 meters o r  10 meters where people a r e  
j u s t  s o  c lose  t h a t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  any ques t ion  of what they 
a r e  doing. I t h i n k  I say "wounding" because I d o n ' t  t h ink  
they  knew, r e a l l y ,  when they h i t  somebody, but  they ob-
viously were. My people observed wounded people t h a t  
they a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f i r ing--and dead a l s o .  I have 
t r i e d  t o  ask t h i s  a s  it was once asked me before ,  and I 
th ink  t h a t  i s  what it is. They d i d n ' t  know when they  
k i l l e d  a s  opposed t o  wounded. For some reason I ' m  saying 
"wounded" and obviously they  k i l l e d  t h e  people a s  w e l l  
a s  wounded them. 

10: Did THOMPSON t e l l  you of t h i s  d i t c h  conta in ing  
t h i s  l a r g e  number of dead c i v i l i a n s ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  remember it, sir. This is why I say 
I f e e l  t h a t  I must be withholding some information but  
I honestly--I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I am. I n  my mind, I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  as much i n  my mind of what went on down a t  LZ Dot t i e  
t h a t  day. For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  sequence i n  which I presented  
my s t o r y  t o  people and I f e e l  i n  my own mind t h a t  I should.  
There i s  no reason why I wouldn't  remember one as  w e l l  
a s  the  o the r .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t he  theme of it was t h e  people 
i n  t h e i r  reconning by f i r e ,  a s  they were advancing, were 
j u s t  wounding people,  and my people had seen people i n  
the  l i n e  of f i r e ,  They attempted t o  r e so lve  it on t h e  
ground, n o t  f o r  them t o  cont inue f i r i n g  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  
because they  knew t h e  people were t h e r e  and they knew 
i n  f a c t  t h a t  they w e r e  going t o  h i t  them. And as  a r e s u l t  
of t h e i r  landing  t h i s  was confirmed t h a t  it had, a t  l e a s t  
i n  t h e i r  mind, t h a t  this f i r i n g  had caused t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  
t h a t  they saw. I do n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  them mentioning 
a d i t c h  conta in ing  an abnormally l a r g e  number of people. 
I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p lace  a d i t c h ,  sir. 

Q Did you ever  s e e  any s t acks  of bodies? 

A. I d o n s t  recall t h a t  a t  a l l ,  No, sir. 
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Q- When you and Colonel  HOLLADAY were h e r e  and 
we asked what w a s  t h e  o r d e r  of magnitude of people  t h a t  
w e  are t a l k i n g  about  k i l l e d ,  Colonel  HOLLADAY a s  I recall  
gave a f i g u r e  of  100-120. This g e t s  i n t o  t h e  f a z t  of 
your d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  him, and as I r e c a l l  you mentioned 
something about  50. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y  I mentioned i t - - t h a t  number 50--
maybe the f i g u r e  of 120 is  c l o s e r .  That  may have been 
t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  body count .  I know our  d i s c u s s i o n  d i d  
range t h a t  evening  as  t o  how many of  t h a t  body count  were 
o t h e r  t han  p o s i t i v e  VC, s o l d i e r s ,  as opposed t o  people  
who might have been a s s i s t i n g .  I t ' s  ha rd  t o  say what 
a VC is. 

Q e  W e l l ,  you s e e ,  t h i s  comes down t o  t h e  p o i n t  
of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and t h i s  i s  what we are t r y i n g  t o  g e t .  
I f  you j u s t  p a i n t  t h e  word-pic ture  t h a t  o u t  h e r e  i n  f r o n t ,  
someplace o u t  h e r e  i n  t h e  l i n e  of f i r e ,  t h e r e  are c i v i l -
i a n s ,  and s a y  t h e s e  people  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  g e t t i n g  h i t  by 
f i r e  du r ing  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  of  t h e s e  f o r c e s  and s o  on,  
t h i s  is  one c o n d i t i o n .  But,  i f  your  coming--as a m a t t e r  
of fac t ,  I wondered e x a c t l y  why Colonel  HOLLADAY w a s  s o  
concerned of maybe perhaps  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  wounded a s  op-
posed t o  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  as was 
i n d i c a t e d .  

A. I recall  when I heard--they s a w  a l a r g e  number 
of people ,  o r  what they b e l i e v e d  t o  be a l a r g e  number of 
people ,  and I assumed t h a t  t h e r e  probably was some f i g u r e  
given.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f i g u r e ,  bu t  I remember t h e  
a r t i l l e r y .  They thought  t h e r e  w a s  a number i n i t i a l l y .  
When they  g o t  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  they  s a w  a number of  people  
t h a t  had been k i l l e d  as a r e s u l t  of a r t i l l e r y ,  t h a t  they  
determined a t  t h a t  t i m e  they  had been k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y .  
But t hen  as they  moved people  they  must have seen  more 
than  one o r  two people - - tha t  t hey  moved a f a i r  number 
of people  from w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  of concern t o  a s a f e r  a r e a  
and they  then  obvious ly  s a w  wounded people--but I j u s t  
d o n ' t  recal l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e  number 
o r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number i n  any one l o c a t i o n  such a s  i n  
a d i t c h .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  recal l ,  b u t  i n  any case  they  obviously  
s a w  more t h a n  j u s t  one o r  two. That  r a i s e d  t h i s  concern,  
because t h e  i n i t i a l  i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  magnitude 
of wounded r e a l l y  was a t t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e i r  minds t o  a r t i l l e r y  
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and not  f i r i n g  of the  t roops .  Later  when they came back 
t o  me, t h i s  wasn ' t  a p o i n t  of discussion-- the 
number of wounded by t h e  a r t i l l e r y - - b u t  the  number who 
had been wounded o r  a t  l e a s t  s h o t ,  wounded and dead as  
a r e s u l t  of t h e  reconning by f i r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Who i d e n t i f i e d  the  wounded by a r t i l l e r y ?  
Were you r e l y i n g  upon the  r e p o r t s  coming t o  t h e  TOC? 

A. This was a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  i n i t i a l  f l y i n g  
over the  t roops  e s t a b l i s h i n g  con tac t ,  j u s t  t h e i r  v i s u a l  
observa t ions  i n  t h e  cour tyards  of t h e  homes and of t h e  
people they had seen.  I th ink  it was j u s t  a n a t u r a l  
assumption, t h a t  was how they were wounded, and I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h i s  is  n o t  a f a c t .  But t h i s  was before  they 
had been i n  t h e r e  any length  of time as  I r e c a l l .  

I 0: What condi t ion  w a s  THOMPSON i n  when he came 
t o  you a t  noon of the  1 6 t h  and t o l d  you about t h i s ?  

A. I don' t t h i n k  he was unemotional. 

Q- Was he mad? 

A. No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  j u s t  deeply concerned. He 
f e l t  t h a t  he had a cause. He wanted t h i s  t o  be known. 
He wanted me t o  know it, and he wanted me t o  do something 
about it. They went on t o  say what it was and I d id  have 
some d i scuss ion  as  t o  what r e a l l y  took p lace .  

Q- Who was wi th  THOMPSON when he t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  it was--well, I ' m  n o t  sure--I  
j u s t  c a n ' t  he lp  b e l i e v e  it was n o t  o t h e r  p i l o t s .  It may 
have been h i s  crew, b u t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  th ink  it was, because 
I s o  r a r e l y  ever  confronted a crew, because I always went 
t o  the  a i r c r a f t  commander. 

Q- Before you went t o  Colonel BARKER you were 
so  convinced i n  your own mind t h a t  something was r a d i c a l l y  
wrong t h a t  you repor ted  it r a t h e r  than going o u t ,  and going 
i n  the H-23, and t ak ing  a personal  look a t  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir, I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  I - - I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t ' s  what I had i n  mind--that I could r e a l l y  on my own 
s t o p  it, 
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i f  t h e r e  w a s  something going wrong. I h a d n ' t  t h e  powers 
t o  r e a l l y  s t o p  it and t h e  man who could  w a s  c l o s e  t o  me. 
I do know t h a t  when I f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  t o  them, I was convinced 
t h a t  I had t o  r e l a y  t h e i r  s t o r y ,  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i ~ - l s ,  t o  
Colonel  BARKER who could do something about  it. I ' m  n o t  
a l l  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  I--I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was p o s i t i v e l y  
i n  agreement a s  t o  what w a s  r e a l l y  go ing  on. I w a s  f e a r f u l  
t h a t  t h e r e  would be r e p e r c u s s i o n s  t h a t - - j u s t  s imply t h a t  
y o u ' r e  wrong, your people  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e a l i z e  what they 
a r e  s ay ing ,  and then  w e  g e t  down t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  and 
our  a b i l i t y  t o  r e p o r t .  This was i n  my mind. 

a .  Did THOMPSON eve r  t e l l  you t h a t  he had s top-  
ped by where he picked up t h i s  boy, t h e  wounded boy, and 
f lew him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. Oh, I knew t h a t ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you know where he g o t  t h e  boy? 

A. H e  w a s  o u t  i n  a f i e l d  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
recall  what t h e  p h y s i c a l  t e r r a i n  was l i k e .  I always thought  
t h a t  it w a s  a hootch a r e a .  They t o l d  m e  t h a t  c h i l d  came 
from t h e r e .  Then later  they  t o l d  me a bunker. I d o n ' t  
remember it be ing  a bunker.  I had always thought  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  c h i l d  was picked up. I t h i n k  
t h e  f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o r  t h e  f i r s t  i n fo rma t ion  I had 
t h a t  he had a c h i l d  w a s  when t h e  o t h e r  crew--one of t h e  
gunships c a l l e d  back and simply s t a t e d  t h a t  he w a s  en 
r o u t e  t o  Quang Ngai wi th  a  wounded c h i l d .  When he landed 
and came up, w e  d i s c u s s e d  it. H e  t hen  ampl i f i ed  on t h i s .  

Q- Does t h e  name CULVERHOUSE mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. I t  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  be a l t o g e t h e r  f o r e i g n ,  
bu t  I can '  t--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was he one of t h e  p i l o t s  o r  
c o p i l o t s  i n  one of t h e  gunships  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  t o  you 
a long w i t h  THOMPSON, and p o s s i b l y  Capta in  LIVINGSTON? 
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A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  bu t  CULVERHOUSE--if 
I can t r y  t o  p lace  him. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  p o s i t i v e l y  p lace  
him as  being i n  my u n i t .  He h a d n ' t  been t h e r e  t h a t  long. 
LIVINGSTON i s  t h e  same way. I--they would've been j u s t  
t h e  p i l o t s ,  n o t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders. I ' m  no t  too  
su re  why they would've been coming up with THOMPSON. I t ' s  
poss ib le ,  s ir ,  bu t  I just--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Was Mr. MILLIANS one of them? 

A. I would have thought so ,  yes ,  sir.  He was 
the  a i r c r a f t  commander f o r  one of the  gunships,  and t h e  
one t h a t  went down. He phys ica l ly  partook. He seems t o  
be the  one t h a t  would, i n  my mind, be the  most l o g i c a l  p i l o t  
t o  accompany THOMPSON, t o  lend some r e a l  v a l i d i t y  t o  what 
was seen. Very l i k e l y  I might have t a l k e d  t o  the  p i l o t ,  
but  it j u s t  seems t o  me t h a t  I would have wanted t h e  
information from t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander. 

MR WEST: We t a l k e d  t o  M r .  MILLIANS and he has a very 
bad memory f o r  names. 

I 0  : W e l l  you s e e  a t  t h e  moment I ' m  no t  a t  a l l  s u r e  
of what you t o l d  General YOUNG. Whether you gave him 
an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  people were k i l l e d  o r  whether t h e r e  
was a  conf ron ta t ion  o r  exac t ly  what you repor ted  to--
you and Colonel HOLLADAY repor ted  t o  General YOUNG. Now 
you both a r e  i n  agreement t h a t  the  n igh t  before  t h a t  you 
were concerned about a conf ron ta t ion ;  he was more concerned 
about t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  what might be termed 
ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  of women and ch i ld ren .  And y e t ,  
when we g e t  t o  General YOUNG, it i s n ' t  c l e a r  what was 
s t a t e d .  

A. I 'm su re  both p o i n t s  were covered. I ' m  no t  
c e r t a i n  where t h e  emphasis was, on which of t h e  two po in t s .  

Q But on t h i s  one p o i n t ,  of c i v i l i a n s ,  i f  it 's 
j u s t  going t o  be a s t o r y  of somebody o f f  a t  a long range 
and i n  the  l i n e  of f i r e  and maybe a l i t t l e  more f i r e  
d i r e c t e d  t h a t  way than  should be,  wel l  t h a t ' s  one th ing .  
But i f  we g e t  down where t h e r e ' s  a l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  and wounded i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  being k i l l e d  
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a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of small  arms f i r e ,  t h i s  is  an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  impression. 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l a r g e
number d iscussed  as  ye t .  From the  a r e a  where t h i s  c h i l d  
was e x t r a c t e d  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  t h a t  number 
was ever  l a r g e .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  I don' t th ink  anybody 
observed a l a r g e  number. But t h e r e  was some. It was 
enough t o  be concerned about,  t h a t  we knew t h a t  they were 
unarmed o r  those  t h a t  were seen were unarmed, and t h a t  they 
were r ece iv ing  t h i s  f i r e  and they were being wounded. And 
t h i s  was uncal led  f o r  i n  t h e  mind of t h e  p i l o t .  But I d o n ' t  
t h ink  t h a t  t h i s  number was--I c a n ' t  put  a f i g u r e  on it ,  but  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was more than 25 o r  thereabouts  t h a t  they 
phys ica l ly  saw moving i n  these  genera l  a reas  where t h e  
f i r e  was being received.  

Q - W e l l ,  t h i s  is c e r t a i n l y  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  with 
the s t o r i e s  of a c t u a l l y  what happened, t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON 
and M r .  MILLIANS t o l d  t h i s  group. They have t o l d  q u i t e  
a so rd id  s t o r y  and I c a n ' t  understand why, i f  they came 
t o  you t o  t e l l  you a s t o r y  of what happened, they wouldn't  
convey t h i s  impression. It comes out  loud and c l e a r  i n  
j u s t  a few words. 

A. I hones t ly  c a n ' t ,  I j u s t  hones t ly  cannot remember. 

If they gave me r e a l  s p e c i f i c s ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. 

I ' m  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  withholding t h i s .  


MR MACCRATE: I t h i n k  we have asked you be fo re ,  Major WATKE, 
but  may I ask it again.  Did you speak, because of t h i s  
r e p o r t ,  with any of t h e  o t h e r  members of the  u n i t ?  Did 
you seek any o u t ,  e i t h e r  a t  t h a t  time o r  any l a t e r  d a t e  
following M r .  THOMPSON'S r e p o r t  t o  you? 

A. J u s t  t h e  people p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  me wi th in  t h e  
u n i t. 
Q. Did you, i n  e f f e c t ,  i n t e r r o g a t e  o r  ques t ion  
o the r s  i n  t h e  u n i t  a s  t o  t h e i r  knowledge, what they had 
seen? 

A. Not r e a l l y ,  s ir .  That day I--we d iscussed  
it up t h e r e  i n  enough d e t a i l  t h a t  I went t o  s e e  BARKER. 
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th ink  l a t e r  I spoke again t o  s e v e r a l  of the  p i l o t s ,  bu t  
I d i d n ' t  conduct any type of a thorough i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of 
my people. 

Q You d i d  go back and seek out  and ask o t h e r s  
about what they had observed? 

A. Well I--no, sir.  I j u s t  real ly--only t h e  
people I had a l ready spoken t o .  I ' m  su re  maybe one o r  
two o the r s  who were i n  t h e  crews, I may very w e l l  have 
spoken t o .  But I c a n ' t  p l ace  it. I c a n ' t  p l ace  a time 
t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  went down and c a l l e d  toge the r  a given 
person o r  persons s p e c i f i c a l l y  with the  i n t e n t i o n  
of g e t t i n g  more information on the  a l l e g a t i o n s .  

Q. How much d i d  you mingle with o r  see  t h e  members 
of your u n i t ?  Were you i n  touch with them s e v e r a l  times 
a day? Were you i n  and out?  How o f t e n  d i d  you b r i e f  
them? For example, t h e  p i l o t s ,  what was your r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  
I have no f e e l i n g  of t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which you would be 
i n  communication and con tac t  with these  men inc luding  
THOMPSON and poss ib ly  MILLIANS who had spoken t o  you about 
something t h a t  had impressed them s o  much. 

A.  When we i n i t i a l l y  organized,  we set meetings 
wi th  t h e  p i l o t s  twice a day, once i n  the  morning where 
they would g e t  t h e i r  b r i e f i n g ,  what was hopeful ly  going 
t o  t r a n s p i r e  i n  t h e  course of the  day, and then c r i t i q u e  
i n  the  evening. J u s t  probably f o r  the  f i r s t  6 weeks w e  
d id  t h i s .  Then w e  c u t  it down t o  once a day every morning 
before  we l e f t  Chu Lai.  A l l  t h e  p i l o t s  who were f l y i n g  
t h a t  day had a r e g u l a r  opera t iona l  b r i e f i n g  a s  t o  where 
we were going and as much of what t h e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  
was a s  we knew it then. So I had a con tac t  every day 
with everybody who was going t o  f l y  and I would say--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Is t h a t  the  crews as  w e l l  a s  
the  p i l o t s ?  

A. No, sir .  That was j u s t  t h e  p i l o t s .  The only 
contac t  I r e a l l y  had with the  crews was when we were down 
a t  Dot t i e  and I would see  them. I wouldn't  say everyone 
every 
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day, bu t  I would a t  l e a s t  v i s u a l l y  s e e  them. I would go 
down--well, t he  f l i g h t  l i n e  from t h e  l i t t l e  opera t ion  
shack w a s  probably 100 yards,  and I would be down t h e r e  
seve ra l  t imes i n  t h e  course of t h e  day. 

Q. W e  g e t  the  impression t h a t  it was known i n  
Task Force Barker t h a t  a major had made t h i s  r e p o r t ,  and 
it would seem n a t u r a l  t h a t  your own men would be aware 
t h a t  you were t h e  one who was making such a r e p o r t  and 
be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  I f  men i n  o t h e r  u n i t s  of Task Force 
Barker were aware t h a t  a major was involved--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  I th ink  I commented once 
before.  I t r i e d  t o  speak, and I th ink  I was i n  a company 
ga ther ing  back a t  Chu Lai  when I, f o r  one time and only one 
time, addressed t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  problem. That was when I t o l d  
them t h a t ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I t o l d  them r e a l l y  a l l  t h a t  
had taken p lace .  I ' m  su re  they had heard s t o r i e s  from t h e  
t roops of what had taken place.  This is what I attempted t o  
ask them. I asked them n o t  t o  d i scuss  t h e  mat ter  any f u r t h e r .  
Nothing good could come from t h e i r  d i scuss ion  o f .  it and t h a t  
t h e r e  was--it would be taken c a r e  o f .  I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  
only t i m e ,  sir, t h a t  I r e a l l y  addressed t h e  bulk of our 
people on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and I doubt s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  I r e a l l y  
went i n t o  any g r e a t  d e t a i l  as t o  what d i d  take  p l a c e  o r  
what they s a w .  

9 You d i d  t e l l  us about t h a t ,  bu t  I th ink  you 
t o l d  us about t h a t  before  you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  r e f r e s h  
yourself  a s  you have done, as more of t h e  events  have f a l l e n  
i n t o  p lace  i n  t i m e .  I wonder i f  you can f i x  f o r  us the  
p o i n t  i n  time when you had such a d i scuss ion  with your 
people,  when you remember br inging  them toge the r .  Can you 
do t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  n o t  t o  be s u r e ,  sir,  but  I would--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was it very promptly o r  a t  
a l a t e r  p o i n t  i n  time? 

A. I th ink  a t  l e a s t  t h e  second, t h e  next  day, 
i f  n o t  probably 2 days l a t e r .  Somewhere on the--as 
I r e c a l l  it 
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was i n  t h e  evening i n  t h e  messhall  which, - I t h i n k ,  I 
only had two meetings i n  t h e  messhall .  

Q- Can you f i x  it i n  r e l a t ion- -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t h i n k  it was e i t h e r  on t h e  
17 th  o r  probably t h e  18th .  

Q- Was it a f t e r  t h e  meeting with General YOUNG? 

A. No, sir.  I c a n ' t  p l ace  t h a t .  I know it wasn ' t  
t h a t  f i r s t  day, because t h a t  f i r s t  day I d i d n ' t  say anything 
t o  anybody. When I went home, and I can remember t h i s ,  
back t o  Chu L a i ,  I h a d n ' t  intended t o  t e l l  Colonel HOLLADAY. 
And t h i s  i s  one reason,  s i r ,  why I go back t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  l a r g e  numbers--just d o n ' t  impress me t h a t  t h e r e  were 
r e a l  l a r g e  numbers i n  t h i s  s t o r y .  Because I r e a l l y  t o l d  
Colonel HOLLADAY, made t h e  dec i s ion  t o  t e l l  him, a s  a 
defens ive  move as  opposed t o  an o f fens ive  move, where 
I had intended t o  go t o  even h igher  headquarters  i f  people 
won't  l i s t e n  t o  me. I was r e a l l y  t e l l i n g  him because I 
wanted him t o  be aware of what had t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  event  
d i v i s i o n  came down a s  a repercussion of t e l l i n g  Colonel 
BARKER. Af te r  I t o l d  Colonel HOLLADAY, he then  s a i d  w e  
have got  t o  t e l l  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  T h a t ' s  
when I t h i n k  he  brought somewhat t o  l i g h t  t h a t  it w a s  
more, t h a t  it was r e a l l y  a  more s e r i o u s  t h i n g  than  I 
had i n i t i a l l y  thought.  

Q - Major WATKE, t h e  l o g  of Task Force Barker 
s t a t e s  t h a t  a t  1555 on t h e  16th of March, "Company B r e p o r t s  
t h a t  none of VC body count repor ted  by h i s  u n i t  were women 
and ch i ld ren .  Company C r e p o r t s  t h a t  approximately 10 t o  
11 women and c h i l d r e n  were k i l l e d ,  e i t h e r  by a r t y  o r  
gunships. These were no t  included i n  t h e  body count ."  Do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel BARKER, when you t o l d  
him of t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  you had received on t h e  af ternoon of 
1 6  March, saying t h a t  he was going t o  reques t  such a  body 
count from h i s  company commanders, t h a t  i s ,  a count of  
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I do know t h a t  it 
was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  were seen moving i n t o  
t h e s e  a reas  w e r e - p r i n c i p a l l y  women and ch i ld ren .  There 
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a r e  two ca tegor ies .  E i t h e r  you a r e  a mi l i ta ry-age  male, 
which i s  n o t  a t e r r i b l y  wel l-def ined i tem, o r  you ' r e  i n  
the  o the r  category.  You're e i t h e r  an o l d  man, o r  you ' re  a  
woman, o r  you ' re  a  ch i ld .  This is how people a r ?  normally 
t r e a t e d .  You're one o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  and a young m i l i t a r y -
age male comes up as  being anywhere from a 14-year-old 
boy t o  almost a 40-year-old man. I t  j u s t  depends on how 
well  you s e e  them when you ' re  making t h i s  de terminat ion ,  
and nobody g ives  it t o o  much concern i f  you do observe 
what you determine t o  be mi l i ta ry-age  males. I always 
thought t h a t  they were very highly suspec t  because e i t h e r  
the  ARVN 's o r  t h e  VC have commandeered them by t h a t  
time t o  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  Their  being t h e r e  obviously 
means t h a t  they a r e  n o t  ARVN. I t ' s  a s a f e  b e t  t h a t  they 
a r e  VC o r  a t  l e a s t  a  suspect .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a s p e c i f i c  
requirement t h a t  Colonel BARKER pu t  o u t  t o  h i s  companies. 

Q What d i d  he t e l l  you t h a t  he was going t o  
do when you made t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  him? 

A. W e l l ,  he was going out  t o  look i n t o  it. We 
did no t  d i scuss  it very long a t  a l l  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  I 
put  f o r t h  t h e  problem and he very promptly, as  I r e c a l l ,  
j u s t  i n i t i a t e d  a c a l l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he phys ica l ly  
put  a c a l l  o u t  over t h e  r a d i o  o r  whether he asked o r  t o l d  
somebody e l s e  t o  do t h a t ,  but  he l e f t  t o  meet h i s  h e l i c o p t e r .  

I0: One of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  seems s t r ange  t o  me, 
Major WATKE, is  t h a t  the  t h i n g  t h a t  you were concerned 
about was t h i s  conf ron ta t ion  of your f o r c e  wi th  t h e  fo rces  
on t h e  ground. You had been t o l d  about t h i s  among o t h e r  
th ings  by Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, and perhaps by o the r s .  
You repor ted  t o  Colonel BARKER; and you l a t e r  took it 
up wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY and, subsequent ly,  wi th  General 
YOUNG. So you had t h e  concern of your u n i t  i n  your mind, 
but I f i n d  no e f f o r t  on your p a r t  t o  check with your u n i t  
any f u r t h e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  what t h e  d e t a i l s  were. I t ' s  j u s t  
inconceivable  i n  my way of th ink ing ,  abso lu te ly  inconceivable ,  
t h a t  you would have s o  much concern a t  one t i m e  and s o  
l i t t l e  concern t h e r e a f t e r .  
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A .  Well, I th ink  some of t h i s  perhaps is  t h e  . 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  problem t h a t  presented i t s e l f  was almost 
immediately taken ca re  of i n  the  f i e l d .  

Q . You f e l t  s t rong ly  enough about it t h a t  it 
was repor ted  t o  your b a t t a l i o n  commander and repor ted  t o  
d i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  command element? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it wasn ' t  my dec i s ion  t h a t  it went 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l .  I d i d n ' t  walk back t h a t  evening 
with any s t r o n g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h i s  should be brought t o  
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of d i v i s i o n .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k ,  going back, 
t h a t  it was of t h a t  magnitude. I t  was Colonel HOLLADAY 
who f e l t  t h a t  it should and f o r  t h i s  reason,  I th ink  t h a t  
when I went home, I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  the  magnitude of it. 

MR WEST: Are you now t a l k i n g  about t h e  conf ron ta t ion  
o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n  deaths .  

A. Well, c i v i l i a n  dea ths ,  p r i n c i p a l l y .  

Q. Going now t o  your conference i n  t h e  van, 
Colonel BARKER'S van, r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  d e t a i l  t h a t  might 
have been mentioned about c i v i l i a n  deaths--as I r e c a l l  
your testimony and t h a t  of Colonel HOLLADAY, t h e  ma t t e r  
of primary concern dur ing  t h a t  conference was t h e  
c i v i l i a n  dea ths ,  n o t  t h e  confronta t ion .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q . And t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  General YOUNG gave
t o  Colonel HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  t h i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  dea ths ,  n o t  t h e  confronta t ion?  I under-
s t and  t h a t  t h a t  was more o r  l e s s  subordina te  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
and then dropped a l t o g e t h e r .  

A. From t h e  time it was presented t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY the  conc6rn magnified. O r  t h e  main concern s h i f t e d  
t o  the  f a c t  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s  who were wounded and k i l l e d  
and not  the  f a c t  t h a t  one of my p i l o t s  had th rea tened  another  
person. I went t o  Colonel HOLLADAY though, I know, p r i n c i p a l l y  
t o  cover t h i s  s u b j e c t .  
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Q I understand. Your testimony is  very c l e a r  
on t h a t .  You do r e a l i z e  t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY's r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of what you t o l d  him of THOMPSON'S complaint does d i f f e r  
from your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes, sir,  but  I go back t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  s i r ,  
t h a t  i f  t h e  news of My Lai had never been re l eased  t o  
the p u b l i c  and t o  my knowledge and a l l  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  
tone of everyone 's  conversat ion he re  would be d i f f e r e n t .  
I d o n ' t  think--I  never suspected t h a t  anything l i k e  t h a t  
had t r a n s p i r e d  out  t h e r e .  I t  never e n t e r e d  my mind. I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  it ever  en tered  the  mind of Colonel HOLLADAY 
o r  anybody else, 

MR MACCRATE: Major WATKE , what was t h e  "matter  of conscience" 
t h a t  w a s  on your mind. You wrote t o  your wife  t h a t  you 
"got t h i s  o f f  your conscience,"  d i d  you not?  

A. Well, yes ,  sir. 

Q What w a s  it t h a t  made t h a t  kind of an impression 
on you t h a t  when you wrote t h a t  evening r e p o r t i n g  what 
you had done you r e f e r r e d  t o  it a s  "your conscience was 
now c l e a r .  " 

A.  This I th ink  was b a s i c a l l y  over t h e  wounding 
of people. 

Q. So you f e l t  t h a t  you had repor ted  a wounding 
of people? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, I know t h a t  t h i s  was a p a r t  of my 
repor t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  keynote of t h i s ,  of t h a t  a spec t  
of my r e p o r t ,  w a s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  number of people 
wounded. It  was simply the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  were some and 
t h a t  it was uncal led  f o r .  The magnitude I never thought 
was i n  propor t ions  l i k e  they now maintain were k i l l e d  
ou t  t h e r e ,  and I ' m  almost su re  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  convey t h a t  
t o  anybody. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  It was j u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  were some. 

MR WEST: We do have testimony, very d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h a t  
THOMPSON s a w  a l a r g e  number of wounded and dead c i v i l i a n s  
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i n  t h i s  d i t c h  and he landed t h e r e  twice i n  h i s  H-23. We 
have testimony of MILLIANS. He confirms see ing  t h e  dead 
and wounded c i v i l i a n s ,  women and c h i l d r e n ,  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  
These two, a t  l e a s t  THOMPSON saw it  and poss ib ly  MILLIANS 
too ,  so  they had t h a t  knowledge according t o  t h e i r  t e s t i -
mony. Colonel HOLLADAY, l a t e r  i n  recounting your v i s i t  t o  
him, s a i d ,  "Two th ings  s t i c k  i n  my mind about t h i s .  One 
was about a l l  t h e  people l y i n g  dead and dying i n  t h e  d i t c h  
with the  colored  se rgean t  s tanding  t h e r e  shoot ing  down 
i n t o  the  d i t c h .  The o t h e r  was the  conf ron ta t ion .  " This 
was h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. I f  my people r e a l l y  convey t h a t  they t o l d  

m e  and my boss conveys t h i s ,  then it i s  a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  I d i d ,  but  I hones t ly  c a n ' t  b r ing  it t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  

t h a t  s p e c i f i c  observat ion.  


Q. My i n t e n t  i s  more t o  s t a t e  the  problem, you 

see ,  s o  you understand the  t h i n g  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  resolve .  


A. I do f e e l  i n  my mind t h a t  I a m  no t  a s  p o s i t i v e  

i n  t h a t  a r e a  of i n t e r e s t  a s  I am i n  the  sequence of what 

had taken p lace .  I d o n ' t  know whether I t r i e d  t o  bury 

t h i s  subconsciously o r  what. 


Q. Your testimony and t h a t  of Colonel HOLLADAY 

i s  i n  f u l l  agreement. You go t  t o  Landing Zone Dot t i e  

and the  conference i n  the  van. The dominant concern was 

the  dead c i v i l i a n  noncombatants r ega rd less  of what d e t a i l  

was gone i n t o  i n  THOMPSON'S s t o r y .  Of course,  we have 

gone over t h a t .  


MR WALSH: Major WATKE, can you suggest  any way t h a t  
Colonel HOLLADAY could have learned  about t h e  s o l d i e r  
shoot ing i n  the  d i t c h  o t h e r  than hear ing  it from you? 

A. That ' s  why I say i f  the  missing l i n k  is m e ,  
I c e r t a i n l y  cou ldn ' t  deny the  charge t h a t  I s a i d  it. I 
j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d id .  

Q. Let me ask you t h i s .  When Colonel HOLLADAY 
i s  a t  LZ Dot t i e  on what we t h i n k  i s  t h e  morning of the  18 th ,  
you s tayed.  The meeting broke up and you s tayed behind 
t o  answer a few ques t ions  with Colonel HENDERSON. When 
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you l e f t  a f t e r  those  few ques t ions  d i d  you see  Colonel 
HOLIADAY? 

A. He had a l ready l e f t .  

Q Is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he spoke t o  Warrant O f f i c e r  
THOMPSON a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  but  I d o n ' t  have any reason 
t o  be l i eve  t h a t  he d id .  When I went down, a s  I r e c a l l ,  
I c a l l e d  THOMPSON up. I only spoke t o  him f o r  a few minutes 
t o  t e l l  him when he was going up and j u s t  t o  t e l l  it as  
he r e c a l l e d  it. That was a l l .  

Q. Do you c l e a r l y  remember t h a t  o r  is  it poss ib le
t h a t  you asked Major WILSON t o  t ake  him up t o  see  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  tha t - - I  was n o t  aware 
of t h e  9 o ' c lock  meeting u n t i l  we were down on t h e  LZ t h a t  
morning. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a t  one time t h a t  Colonel WILSON, 
Major WILSON then ,  was ever  a t  t h e  LZ when I was a t  the  LZ.  
I th ink  t h a t  he only went t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  i n  t h e  whole 
time t h a t  he was i n  t h e  company, a t  most twice ,  and it 
was when I w a s  s t a y i n g  back t o  t ake  a  meeting. He j u s t  
d i d n ' t  f u l f i l l  t h e  capaci ty  of t h e  f i e l d  commander. He 
ran my e n t i r e  opera t ion  back home, and hones t ly  I doubt 
s e r i o u s l y  i f  he was i n  t h e  f i e l d  more than  two t imes.  
I never r e c a l l  t h a t  he and I were ever  up t h e r e  o t h e r  
than when he was coming down t o  b r ing  something t h a t  
we had l e f t  a t  home o r  something t h a t  we had needed. 
He only came f o r  a per iod  of t a l k  and l e f t  and went back 
home. We never spent  a whole day o r  even a p a r t  of the  
day a t  t h e  LZ. One of those two occasions t h a t  he may 
have been o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  w a s  on t h e  17 th ,  when I never 
went t o  t h e  f i e l d .  He may have been t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  
p resen t  down t h e r e  on t h a t  day, but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  f o r  
sure.  I usua l ly  had Major SABER as  my f i r s t  replacement. 
He was the  p la toon  l eader  of a l l  of the  a i r c r a f t ,  and 
he had t h e  most experience i n  the  company of opera t ing  
with the  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. Do you have a c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of leaving  
' Colonel HENDERSON and going and summoning THOMPSON and 
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the  o t h e r s  t o  go s e e  him, o r  is it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you gave 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  someone e l s e  t o ?  

A. No, s ir ,  I th ink  I v iv id ly  remember t e l l i n g  him 
j u s t  t h a t  a spec t :  "Don't worry. J u s t  t e l l  him what you saw. 
Nothing w i l l  happen." What e l s e  I might have t o l d  him is  n o t  
c l e a r .  I j u s t  remember t e l l i n g  t h a t  one t h i n g ,  not  t o  be 
concerned, n o t  t o  be upse t  with the  f a c t  t h a t  he was going 
t o  t h e  co lone l ,  because t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  a 
warrant o f f i c e r . 
Q. Major WATKE, I th ink  t h a t  you covered t h i s ,  but  
poss ib ly  the  language used by General YOUNG might jog your 
memory i n  some r e s p e c t s .  I would l i k e  t o  read you a couple 
of ques t ions  and answers t h a t  General YOUNG gave us.  General 
PEERS asked him: 

"Q. Did you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  it was 
ind i sc r imina te  o r  unnecessary f i r i n g  and k i l l i n g  
of noncombatants?" 

This i s  d i scuss ing  t h e  r e p o r t  he received from Colonel 
HOLLADAY and yourse l f .  General YOUNG s a i d :  

"A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  impression it 
was s p e c i f i c a l l y  being d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  
noncombatants. No, s ir .  

"Q. Was any i n d i c a t i o n  given t o  you as t o  t h e  
number o r  t h e  o rde r  of magnitude of t h e  
noncombatants who were k i l l e d  o r  who were observed 
t o  be dead i n  the  b a t t l e  a rea?  

"A. There was no i n d i c a t i o n  given t o  me t h a t  t h e  
p i l o t  had observed any dead noncombatants t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my memory. What he had observed was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  they were being f i r e d  i n t o  by t h e  f r i e n d l y  
fo rces  and i n  t h e  e f f o r t  o r  a t tempt  t o  save the  
noncombatants, he flew h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  over t h e r e ,  
landed t h e r e ,  and put  them i n  a p ro tec ted  area .  
Then he flew back t o  the  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  and 
advised t h e  platoon l eader  what he had done, 
and he t o l d  him no t  t o  f i r e  i n t o  t h e  noncombatants. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  impression t h a t  I go t  from my discus-  
s i o n  with Colonel HOLLmAY. " 
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And a l i t t l e  whi le  l a t e r  General PEERS asked again: 

"Q. And you gained no impression concerning 
ind i sc r imina te  f i r i n g  i n t o  and k i l l i n g  of 
noncombatants? 

"A. I gained t h e  impression, General PEERS, 
t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were i n  a c r o s s f i r e  between 
t h e  f r i e n d l y  fo rces  and t h e  enemy f o r c e s .  
That i n  an e f f o r t  t o  save t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  and 
t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  they were no t  i n j u r e d ,  t h e  
p i l o t  landed h i s  a i r p l a n e  and took t h e  a c t i o n  
which I descr ibed.  I would--to t h e  
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b e s t  of  my knowledge, t h e r e  was no mention 
made of any noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  I cannot 
r e c a l l  being informed of  any noncorabatant 
c a s u a l t i e s  because of t h e  a c t i o n  which I 
have descr ibed.  " 

A .  I r e c a l l  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y  than  t h a t .  

Q. Could w e  have your b e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. For example, i n  my mind, t h e  way i t  happened--
they saw t h e  people moving i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  They saw t h e  
a r e a  be ing  f i r e d  upon and they  knew t h a t  t h e  people were 
in t he re .  The landing  was made t o  convey t h i s  information 
t o  t h e  person on t h e  ground, t h a t  t h e i r  f i r e  was i n  f a c t  
going i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  They d i d  n o t  l and  ou t  t h e r e  
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  t roops  before  they landed and t a l k e d  
t o  them. I t  was only a f t e r  they t a l k e d  t o  t h e  man 
on t h e  ground t h a t  they went o u t  and landed,  and it was 
a t  t h a t  t ime they  a c t u a l l y  moved t h e  people and saw t h e  
wounded. 

I 0 : I f  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  case ,  where 
does t h e  conf ron ta t ion  come i n ?  

A. Sir, because he landed simply t o  t e l l  them 
t h a t  the  f i r i n g  i s  being rece ived  o u t  t h e r e  by people t h a t  
we have seen  t h a t  a r e  wi thout  weapons and were predominantly 
women and c h i l d r e n .  Don't f i r e  any more i n  t h e r e .  W e ' l l  
go o u t  and f l y  over  t h i s  a r e a  t o  i n s u r e  your s a f e t y .  
And t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  answered i n  response,  "No, they  were 
not  going t o  t a k e  t h e  chance." I ' m  assuming t h a t  t h i s  
is what he meant anyway, t h a t  they were n o t  going t o  t ake  
the  chance of be ing  f i r e d  upon i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  they 
were going t o  cont inue t h e i r  ope ra t ion  a s  they  had been 
going. And a t  t h a t  time M r .  THOMPSON had t o l d  him t h a t  
he was going o u t  t h e r e  and t h a t  he had b e t t e r  no t  g e t  f i r e d  
upon. T h a t ' s  what he i n  f a c t  d id .  He went out  t h e r e  and 
moved t h e  people t h a t  he had seen ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  i n  t h e  
a r e a  o f  a  hootch. A t  t h a t  t ime I thought  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  
was a l s o  amongst them, and t h a t  c h i l d  he took t o  the  h o s p i t a l .  
Apparently, t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  c o n f l i c t  a l s o  w i t h  what 
the-- there was no landing  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  t roops u n t i l  
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a f t e r  t h e  d i scuss ion  on t h e  ground between M r .  THOMPSON 
and t h a t  o t h e r  ind iv idua l .  

MR WALSH: Can you g ive  any c l e a r  explanat ion  of  how 
General YOUNG g o t  t h e  i d e a  of a " c r o s s f i r e " ?  Do you 
remember t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q I b e l i e v e  your testimony. I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  
you a r e  the  witness  t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of h o s t i l e  f i r e  be ing  received by anyone o u t  t h e r e .  
Wasn ' t t h a t  your impression? 

A. No, sir.  I ' m  n o t  saying t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
f i r i n g .  It wasn ' t  of t h e  magnitude t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  
someone saying ,  "We're pinned down, w e  need supportw--
heavy a r t i l l e r y  suppor t .  A t y p i c a l  t h i n g  t o  ask f o r  
would be gunships. That would be t h e  f i r s t  l i n e ,  then t a c  
a i r .  Tac a i r  is used very e x t e n s i v e l y  over  t h e r e  wi th  
every con tac t .  This j u s t  wasn ' t  t h e  case.  

Q. Are you c e r t a i n  t h a t  you and Colonel HOLLADAY 
d id  not  convey t o  General  YOUNG t h e  impression of a  hot ly-
contes ted  a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  caught i n  t h e  cross-
f i r e ?  

A. NO , sir. 

Q No doubt i n  your mind? 

A. No, sir.  I wouldn't  have s a i d  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  
one, b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  have gone t o  anybody and 
t r i e d  t o  por t r ay  t h a t  t h e r e  was one. Because, i n  my mind, 
t h e r e  j u s t  never w a s  one. This i s  why I ques t ioned the 
t o t a l  count i n  the  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h a t  i t  was r e a l l y  perhaps 
as  high as  repor ted .  I r e a l l y  d idn '  t r e p o r t  h o s t i l e  f i r e .  
I d idn l  t t ake  any h i t s  t h a t  day, nor  d id  t h e  s h i p s  t h a t  
f lew i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  course of t h e  day. 

MR MACCRATE: How much time d i d  you spend wi th  General 
YOUNG when you made t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  him w i t h  Colonel 
HOLLADAY a t  Chu Lai? 
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A. I ' m  n o t  su re .  Twenty minutes o r  a l i t t l e  
more. c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  was some conversa t ion  afterwa,rds . 
~ ' dsay somewhere i n  t h e  time frame of 20 t o  30 m i n ~ t e s .  

a - Had you had any e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  General 
YOUNG? Was he someone whom you saw of t en?  

A. I n  my mind it probably was o f t e n .  I t  was 
a t  l e a s t  once a week i f  n o t  more f r equen t ly .  He was the  
one genera l  o f f i c e r  who d i d  make h i s  appearance down-- 
it was h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  brought me f u e l i n g  and arming 
as  soon as  he became aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had a shor tage  
on Dot t i e .  H e  saw t o  it t h a t  suppor t  command p u t  i t  t h e r e ,  
and pu t  it t h e r e  r i g h t  then  and monitored it. I t  was 
a l s o  he who g o t  t h e  engineers  t o  b u i l d  me a be l ipad .  It 
was peneprime and then  a s p h a l t .  I saw him. I never  
d id  have a v i s i t  from General KOSTER himself t o  me. General 
KOSTER would came i n t o . LZ Dot t i e  and s e e  C ~ l o n e l  BARKER 
and he would t a l k  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY i n  r e fe rence  t o  
my o rgan iza t ion ,  bu t  he never d i d  come down s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t o  s e e  me. But General YOUNG d i d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  see ing  
BARKER. The o t h e r  genera l  o f f i c e r s  changed commands. 
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  General RYDER had been t h c  o t h e r  ADC. 
He had been out  only once, perhaps t w i c ~ ,  and h i s  
replacement was i n  once, and t h a t  was s i io r t ly  b e f o r e  
I was evacuated o u t  and t h a t  was--he j u s t  r epor ted  and 
he was t o u r i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  area .  

I0: Is what was s a i d  a t  t h e  meeting a t  LZ Dot t i e  
b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  you repeated  on t h e  18th? 

A. Yes, sir. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  was 
almost i d e n t i c a l ,  The reason I say t h a t  i s  Colonel BARKER 
heard t h e  s t o r y  a t  LZ ~ o t t i eon t h e  18 th  f o r  the  second 
time, and he was t h e  f i r s t  one and he  d i d  n o t  cha l lenge  
r e a l l y  any p o i n t  I made. I go on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I 
t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  d i f f e r e n t  people.  If it had been a l t e r e d ,  
o r  it had been changed, o r  i f  t h e r e  was any major p o i n t s  
l e f t  o u t ,  one of t h e  people would have s a i d ,  "Well, what 
about t h i s  o r  you d i d n ' t  t e l l  m e  t h a t " .  This type  of 
conversat ion 
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d i d n ' t  t ake  p l a c e ,  and each of them would have insured  

t h a t  the s t o r y  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  one was hearing was the  

same t h a t  they heard,  i n  essence.  


.Q. Well, t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  you g ive  and t h e  r e a l  
f a c t s  of l i f e  as repor ted  by Warrant Of f i ce r  THOMPSON 
and Warrant O f f i c e r  MILLIANS who we have t a l k e d  t o  thus-
f a r ,  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you had only j u s t  a r e a l  small  
por t ion  of what w a s  bother ing  THOMPSON. 

A.  I 'rn c e r t a i n l y  no t  about t o  say t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
t e l l  me these  t h i n g s  b u t  I hones t ly  cannot r e c o l l e c t  them. 
Sometimes I a m  n o t  convinced i n  my own mind t h a t  I have 
t o l d  you everyth ing  t h a t  I have known. I ' v e  t o l d  you 
everything t h a t  I know, but  I ' m  not  su re  t h a t  I have t o l d  
you everything t h a t  I have known. 

Q. Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, we have quest ioned 
him i n  abso lu te  d e t a i l  about what he t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON, 
and a t  l e a s t  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  when he t o l d  them he 
went r i g h t  down the  l i n e .  And the  impl ica t ion  i s  t h a t  he 
t o l d  you the  same th ing .  

A .  He may have t o l d  me, very l i k e l y  t o l d  me, 
somewhat more d e t a i l  than  what I am r e l a t i n g .  Simply 
because I may have quest ioned t h a t  it, i n  f a c t ,  happened 
and I may have tempered it a l i t t l e  b i t  o r  c u t  it down i n  
magnitude, but  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I would have changed the  
context  of it a t  a l l ,  sir. 

Q. Well, it would have changed it i f  we--it 's  
r e g r e t t a b l e  but  it seems t h a t  you d i d  no t  ga in  s u f f i c i e n t  
information--you gained enough information t o  take  some 
a c t i o n ,  but  you d i d n ' t ,  i n  my judgment, g e t  t h e  whole 
s to ry .  You d i d n ' t  s i t  "here and g e t  a diagrzm drawn and 
have them g ive  you an o p e r a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  of what took p lace .  

A .  No, I d i d n ' t  do t h a t .  

MR WEST: However, General YOUNG d id  d i r e c t  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  mat ter  based on t h e  information 
t h a t  w a s  d i scussed  a t  your meeting i n  Lieutenant  Colonel 
BARKER 's van. 

I0: And t h e  f a c t  of the  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  which 
you had d iscussed  wi th  Colonel HOLLADAY made such an impression 
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on him t h a t  he wasn ' t  even concerned about t h e  conf ron ta t ion  
which was bother ing  you. I f  it had n o t  been t h e  k i l l i n g  
of t h e  c i v i l i a n s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it wouldn't  
have even been repor ted  f u r t h e r  on up. So you d i d  make 
an impression upon Colonel HOLLADAY, according t o  h i s  
testimony, and when you both were s i t t i n g  here  he s o  ind ica ted .  

A. I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  h i s  concern was 
over t h e  wounding and t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  A s  
I say,  t h a t  a s p e c t  i s n ' t  c l e a r  enough i n  my mind and I 
c a n ' t  exp la in  why i t ' s  no t .  It  s e e m s  t o  be t h a t  he was-- 
I d o n ' t  know--I'm n o t  s u r e  why. I thought t h a t  b u t  I 
can'  t--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s t i l l  escapes 
me i s ,  a s  c l o s e  a s  you would have t o  l i v e  with t h e s e  p i l o t s  
and as concerned as you were about your u n i t  and the  people 
i n  it and t h i s  conf ron ta t ion ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was no t  more d e t a i l e d  
subsequent checking t o  f i n d  o u t  r e a l l y  what d i d  take  p lace .  
With a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  t h a t  we have i n  -ihe Army about i n v e s t i -  
g a t i n g  and r e p o r t i n g  and making s u r e  t h a t  we have go t  a l l  
t h e  f a c t s ,  t h a t  a t  a time such as  t h i s ,  it would be handled 
s o  s l ipshod .  

A. Regre t tab ly ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  wasn t more. 

MRWEST: Did you make THOMPSON a v a i l a b l e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  
t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. When w e  broke up our  meeting, yes ,  s i r .  

Q. So you put  HENDERSON wi th  THOMPSON, and he could 
have e x t r a c t e d  from him everyth ing  he t o l d  you, i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s .  

10: I ' m  j u s t  reviewing he re  testimony t h a t  you 
have given t h e  I G  inspec t ion ,  t o  Colonel WILSON. You 
said t o  THOMPSON: 

"Oh, w e l l ,  I recall it somehow, I b e l i e v e  it 
w a s  a f t e r  they came back and spoke t o  m e  and 
mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  were a number of wounded 
and dead i n  t h e  a r e a .  They had a t t r i b u t e d  
t h i s ,  they thought ,  t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  p repara t ion .  
When I brought t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel 
BARKER, he then went o u t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and 
spoke t o  t h e  u n i t .  When he came back, as I 
recall ,  he informed m e  t h a t  they had n o t  observed 
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any e x t r a o r d i n a r y  number of wounded o r  dead i n  
t h e  a r e a .  This was t h e  p o i n t  of c o n f l i c t  between 
t h e  u n i t s .  1 never  p re s sed  t h e  i s s u e  any more. 
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  see t h a t  t h i s  was a b i g  i s s u e .  
My b i g g e s t  concern r e a l l y  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one 
American s o l d i e r  and another  American s o l d i e r  
w e r e  q u i t e  incensed a t  each o t h e r  and a l o t  of 
words t r a n s p i r e d  and t h i s  upse t  me--that anybody 
could  i n  t h e  same Army and the same b a s i c  
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u n i t  and t h e  same b a t t l e  be opposed t o  one 
another  s o  v i o l e n t l y ,  and apparent ly  they 
r e a l l y  c a r r i e d  on some heated conversat ion 
on t h e  ground over t h e r e .  This is  what r e a l l y  
upse t  me and I d i d n ' t  want t h a t  t o  cont inue ,  
and I wanted it brought up so  t h a t  it would 
n o t  occur again.  " 

So, would you r e s t a t e  again what you th ink  you 
t o l d  General YOUNG, and what you th ink  you conveyed t o  the  
people i n  t h i s  group of f i v e ?  

A. S i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  team of which M r .  THOMPSON was 
a member r epor ted  ou t  on s t a t i o n  over the  t roops .  And while  
they were f l y i n g  i n  suppor t  of t h e  t roops ,  t h a t  they observed 
p r i n c i p a l l y  women and c h i l d r e n ,  moving i n  t h e  way i n  an 
a rea  i n  f r o n t  o f ,  b u t  t o  one s i d e  o f ,  t h e  advancing t roops.  
And i n  an e f f o r t  t o  convey t h i s  information t o  t h e  
members on t h e  ground, it was requi red  because of t h e  r a d i o  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  M r .  THOMPSON landed and spoke t o  an ind iv idua l  
whose name he d id  n o t  know because t h e  man d i d  n o t  have 
a nametag on. He d i d  have a d i s t i n c t i v e  mark of some 
s o r t  on h i s  helmet. I n  t h e  course of t h i s  conversa t ion  
he re layed t h i s  information t o  him, t h a t  t h e s e  people were 
over t h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e i r  f i r i n g  was endangering them, and 
it wasn ' t  c a l l e d  f o r ,  because from t h e i r  observa t ion  t h e  
people were unarmed and weren ' t  being h o s t i l e .  They were 
w i l l i n g  t o  go over and i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  remained basic-  
a l l y  secure.  They were w i l l i n g  t o  f l y  immediately over 
it, being prepared a t  a l l  t imes t o  engage t h a t  a r e a  i f  
f i r e  d id  emanate from it. The ind iv idua l  on t h e  ground 
s a i d  t h a t  he would n o t  change h i s  modus of opera t ion ,  
t h a t  he would cont inue t o  recon by f i r e ,  and t h a t  he 
was not  going t o  avoid one a r e a  and expose h i s  personnel-- 
s u b j e c t  them t o  h o s t i l e  f i r e .  Whereupon, M r .  THOMPSON 
t o l d  him t h a t  he w a s  then  going out  t o  move t h e  personnel  
and t h a t  while  he was moving them he had b e t t e r  n o t  be 
f i r e d  upon. Whereupon he and h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and t h e  
one gunship landed and d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  move personnel .  I n  
my opinion,  it w a s  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON 
found t h e  wounded person and evacuated him. They had ob- 
served wounded and dead out  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and they a t t r i b u t e d  
it t o  t h e  f i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  t roops  were doing. T h a t ' s  b a s i c a l l y  
t h e  s to ry .  
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Q- When you and C o l o n e l  HOLLADAY w e r e  here a 
couple of days ago w e  had you w i t h  the confrontat ion concept; 
C o l o n e l  HOLLADAY concerned w i t h  the  large number of c i v i l i a n  
casual t ies .  It w a s  C o l o n e l  HOLLADAY's p o i n t  of v i e w  t h a t  
these m a t t e r s  w e r e  t o t a l l y  inseparable, tha t  
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one was r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  Is t h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with 
the  s t o r y  you conveyed t o  General YOUNG? 

A. I f  I understand t h e  ques t ion ,  yes ,  sir. I 
th ink  so.  

Q. Colonel HOLLADAY w a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he was 
concerned about t h e  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  which he had 
ind ica ted  t o  be from your d i scuss ion  with him of cons iderable  
magnitude. So w e  have t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and we g e t  down 
t o  t h e  conf ron ta t ion  i s s u e .  We're no t  t a l k i n g  about 
sepa ra te  i n s t a n c e s ,  bu t  t a l k i n g  about the  same k ind  of 
s i t u a t i o n ,  because what M r .  THOMPSON and the  gunships a r e  
r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  do is  p r o t e c t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  from the  
f i r e  of &he American personnel.  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I have ever--I  th ink  t h a t  
when we t a l k e d  about the  magnitude of numbers--of l a r g e  
numbers, t h a t  it would never have been c l e a r  i n  my mind, o r  
I d i d n ' t  ever  r e a l l y  t h i n k  i n  my mind t h a t  they were ever  
i n  one s i n g l e  loca t ion .  They were observed genera l ly  throughout 
t h e  area .  I n  o t h e r  words, when they f i r s t  came on they 
observed people t h a t  they thought had been wounded o r  
k i l l e d  from a r t i l l e r y .  This may even have been t o  the  
r e a r  of where t h e  t roops  were phys ica l ly  loca ted  a t  the  
time they came on s t a t i o n .  Then from o t h e r  a reas  they 
observed o t h e r  people,  p r i n c i p a l l y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a number 
of, women and c h i l d r e n ,  most of t h e  group who were ly ing  
elsewhere wounded o r  dead. Then again i n  t h i s  one s p e c i f i c  
a rea  they phys ica l ly  landed on t h e  ground and phys ica l ly  
witnessed some wounded and dead. The conclusion drawn 
w a s  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  j u s t  one l i t t l e  i s o l a t e d  a r e a  where 
people had been h i t ,  wounded, and k i l l e d  from t h i s  f i r e ;  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  a r e a s  where t h e  people were dead and 
wounded from t h e  same cause. And t h a t  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e ,  
t h e r e  were a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of people who were wounded o r  
dead o u t  t h e r e ,  very poss ib ly  a s  a r e s u l t  of unnecessary o r  
excessive amounts of f i r i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  wasn t warranted. 

Q. So, t h i s  r e a l l y  becomes an i s s u e  whether 
it involves one a r e a  o r  whether it is  spread o u t  over  
an area. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  may i n d i c a t e  both.  

A. Yes, sir.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  a r e  probably a number 
of people who were probably wounded and k i l l e d  out  t h e r e  
t h a t  could n o t  have been helped. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  
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i n  my mind, d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  probably a t  t h a t  hour i n  the  
morning--placed where it was--and I ' m  s t i l l  convinced 
i n  my mind t h a t  t h a t  wood l i n e  was h i t  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  
a s  we l l  as  the  open a r e a  where the  h e l i c o p t e r s  landed, 
and i n  both a reas  it d i d  i n f l i c t  some c a s u a l t i e s .  That 
was unavoidable i n  my mind. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  
was a c t u a l l y  f i r e d  again t h a t  day i n  the  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a  
o r  t h a t  it w a s  even c a l l e d  f o r .  I know t h a t  when I went 
up, I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  I was 100 percent  su re  i n  my mind 
t h a t  the  s t o r y ,  t h e  accusa t ions  t h a t  I was making were 100 
percent  v a l i d .  There was a ques t ion  i n  my mind t h a t  my 
people were completely r i g h t .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  what makes it a l l  t h e  more 
inconceivable  i n  my way of th ink ing ,  t h a t  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
such as  t h a t ,  w i th  your people r epor t ing  t h i s ,  you having 
doubts and s o  f o r t h ,  t h e r e  would be no subsequent check o r  
anything. You j u s t  l e t  the  mat ter  drop. 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e ' d  be an answer back 
t o  t h a t ,  s ir ,  but  I never expected, i n  my mind, I never 
expected a major--I d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  it was of such magnitude 
t h a t  it would warrant  an A r t i c l e  32 i n v e s t i g a t i o n  where 
people would be sworn i n  and s tatements  taken.  I d i d n ' t  
envis ion  t h a t  t ak ing  p lace .  I d i d  envis ion  t h a t  t h e  
u n i t  personnel  and p la toon l e a d e r s  would be quest ioned 
a s  t o  t h e i r  s t o r y ,  a s  t o  what they saw and they f e l t  on 
t h e  ground. 

Q- We w i l l  check f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h i s ,  b u t  another  
t h i n g  t h a t  I f i n d  q u i t e  inconceivable  is  t h a t  an o f f i c e r  
with a s m a l l  u n i t  such as  this and l i v i n g  as  i n t i m a t e l y  
and c lose  as we must--that according t o  what we have 
heard,  it w a s  p r e t t y  .much genera l  knowledge throughout 
the  aero-scout company. There was much t a l k i n g  about 
it going on, and I g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  of q u i t e  a b i t  of 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

A. I wasn ' t  aware of t h a t ,  sir. 

Q But you as a commander--or none of the  commanding 
o f f i c e r s  o r  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  wi th in  t h e  u n i t  were even 
aware of t h i s ?  

A .  No, s ir ,  I wasn ' t  aware of t h i s ,  r e g r e t t a b l y  
i n  t h i s  case i f  it was going on. I again was no t  confronted 
by 
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personnel.  I was j u s t  unaware. Nobody brought it t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount of d i s s a t -
i s f a c t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: And you never went back t o  M r .  THOMPSON, t o  
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON? 

A. Not t h a t  we sat  down f o r  any l eng th  of time and 
dwelt on t h i s .  He never came t o  me again.  

I 0: Would you n o t  f e e l  ob l iga ted  t o  go back t o  Warrant 
Of f i ce r  THOMPSON one way o r  another  and t e l l  him the  r e s u l t  
of t h i s  whole t h i n g  was: "We have checked i n t o  your 
accusat ion o r  a l l e g a t i o n  and it is  being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  bu t  
they have found no substance i n  f a c t  of what you s a i d . " ?  

A. I ' m  q u i t e  su re  t h a t  I d i d  convey t o  him a t  one 
po in t  t h a t  they were unable t o  l o c a t e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
he spoke t o .  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  i n  my mind t h a t  I d i d  convey 
t h a t  i n f o r m a t i ~ n  t o  him, but t h e r e  never was an i n t e r i m  re-  
p o r t  given t o  me, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a t e n t a t i v e  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion  had been completed. I know I would have conveyed 
t h a t .  I know t h a t  t h e r e  was enough concern of people t o  know 
t h e  r e s u l t s  of it. I was never aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it was 
a s u b j e c t  of q u i t e  a b i t  of conversat ion of the  people--that 
they were over ly  d i sg run t l ed .  

MR MACCRATE: You never asked any ques t ions  of Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. No, sir. 

I0: M r .  West? 

MR WEST: No, s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: Wasn't t h e r e  people coming down from d i v i s i o n  
t o  s o r t  of g ive  updates t o  the  company on what was going on 
i n  t h e  Americal? Coming down t o  your company, people from 
d i v i s i o n ,  t o  t a l k  t o  your company about what was going on 
i n  t h e  r e s t  of d i v i s i o n ?  Did t h i s  happen? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
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Q. Did you ever  have an o f f i c e r  come down and t a l k  t o  
your company and g ive  a body count ,  a t  which time t h e  o f f i c e r s  
and men s t a r t e d  mumbling s o  much about women and c h i l d r e n  you 
personal ly  .had t o  s t e p  i n  and s i l e n c e  them? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I would l i k e  t o  th ink  about it. 
The only t i m e  t h a t  it could have happened, I c a n ' t  say a s  I 
r e c a l l  i t ,  I say  we had a couple of company-sized formations 
a t  the  t ime I t o l d  them it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d .  S i r ,  I 
j u s t  c a n ' t  remember someone from d i v i s i o n  coming down f o r  
t h i s .  But, i f  it d i d  happen, it had t o  be a t  t h a t  time because 
the  company j u s t  wasn 't brought toge the r  t h a t  f r equen t ly .  I ' l l  
t r y  t o  th ink  more about it. I j u s t  c a n ' t - - i t ' s  something t h a t  
I th ink  would s t i c k  i n  my mind. 

Q. I t  s tuck  i n  t h e  mind of one of your p i l o t s .  

A. I would t h i n k  t h a t  it would s t i c k  i n  mine too.  

MR WALSH: I th ink  you s a i d  a  whi le  ago t h a t  it was very shor t -  
l y  a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  you had t h i s  very r a r e  c a l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  of 
the  company, and t o l d  them it was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  and no t  
t o  t a l k  about it. Do you r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  a comment o r  d i r e c t i o n  
given i n  Colonel BARKER'S van? People were n o t  t o  t a l k  about 
t h i s ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember whether o r  no t  it was--I d o n ' t  
remember what evening t h a t  we had the  company formation. I f  
it was--I know f o r  a f a c t  t h a t  it was not  the  n igh t  of t h e  
16th.  It  could have been on t h e  17th.  I t  could have been on 
the  18th  o r  even on t h e  19th .  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what i n s p i r e d  you 
t o  do ,  i t ?  Had you heard conversat ion? 

A. There was t a l k  i n i t i a l l y  wi th in  t h e  company. I t  
was a matter--the prominent s u b j e c t  amongst everybody, of 
course,  b u t  a h a l f  of .my company was o u t  t h e r e  and the  o t h e r  
h a l f  was hear ing  about a l l  these  weird th ings  going on--which 
it d o e s n ' t  t ake  very many s t o r i e s .  I t  is  j u s t  s o  much o u t  
of context .  I t 's  l i k e  a ,  we l l ,  I use the  term "massacre". 
This wasn ' t  i n  my impression a s  t o  what had t r a n s p i r e d .  A s  
t he  t roops  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y ,  it g e t s  b e t t e r  and b e t t e r  from 
mouth t o  mouth. There w a s  j u s t  s o  few of my company personnel 
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who witnessed anything o u t  t h e r e  and it was l i m i t e d  t o ,  a t  t h e  
, most, 11 people who were eyewitnesses ou t  of a company of 150. 

And t h i s  g e t s  re layed t o  a l l  150. Some mammoth s t o r i e s  develop, 
and t h a t ' s  what was happening because-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Would you t r y  and r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  

what you s a i d  t o  them when you c a l l e d  t h e  company toge the r?  


A. S i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  I gave them some d e t a i l ,  b u t  I doubt 
s e r i o u s l y  t h a t  I gave them a l o t  of d e t a i l  of what t r a n s p i r e d  
o u t  t h e r e .  The n o t e  of it was t h a t  it was be ing  looked i n t o  
and t h a t  a c t i o n  was being taken,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a concern. 
And t h e r e  was a concern. In  my mind t h e r e  was immediate concern 
taken by Colonel BARKER; a c t i o n s  t o  o f f s e t  what was going on. I 
thought t h e  ma t t e r  had r e a l l y  been correc ted .  The immediate 
requirement had been s a t i s f i e d  almost immediately. What 
e l s e  had perhaps taken p lace  -- t h a t  was f o r  somebody e l s e  
t o  determine, and we would f i n d  o u t  what t h e  outcome of  
t h a t  was. 

Q- But you never d id?  

A. I never  d id .  

I0: What were some of t h e s e  wi ld  s t o r i e s  you were 

hearing? 


A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  it comes t o  a l l  s o r t s  of t h i n g s .  

Q. Well, such as? What d i d  you hear?  

A. J u s t  o u t  and o u t  shoot ings ,  t h a t  people were 

ly ing  a l l  over and it was j u s t  i n  essence  t h a t  t h e  ground was 

red wi th  blood, and t h i s  j u s t  d i d n ' t  happen. 


9. Did t h e  thought ever  occur  t o  you t h a t  what you 

were i n t e r p r e t i n g  a s  rumors might have been f a c t  i n  t h e  case? 


A .  Well, having spoken t o  some people r i g h t  a f t e rwards ,  
s ir ,  I d i d n ' t  walk away i n  my mind, t h a t  t h a t  i s  what they had 
seen, and they were t h e  people who saw it. What t h e  o t h e r  
People were r e l a y i n g  t o  me c o u l d n ' t  have t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of 
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what M r .  THOMPSON had t o l d  me. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  M r .  THOMPSON 
t e l l i n g  me t h a t  he had seen t h i s  much, t h a t  magnitude of blood 
and people. 

Q. But t h i s  d i d n ' t  p r i c k  your c u r i o s i t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  
of f ind ing  .out .  These a r e  t h e  r e a l l y  unique t h i n g s  about a 
s i t u a t i o n  such a s  t h i s ,  Major WATKE, t h a t  here  you have had 
something and you g e t  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  coming back. Ins tead  of 
checking t h e  v a l i d i t y  of any of t h e s e  s t o r i e s  o u t ,  it seems 
t h a t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t o  do is  t o  f o r g e t  it. Push it under t h e  
rug. 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  my -- I spoke t o  t h e  person, 
t o  t h e  eyewitness ,  t o  s e v e r a l  of t h e  eyewitnesses immediately 
a f t e r  t h e i r  observa t ions .  As  I r e c a l l  it t h e r e  was no t  a g rea t ,  
massive flow of blood. There were no g r e a t  heaps of bodies  i n  
any one l o c a t i o n ,  i n  my mind. I f  they  d idn '  t s e e  t h i s ,  why 
should I put  s t o r i e s  coming from people who weren ' t  even t h e r e ,  
why should I pu t  any c r e d i b i l i t y  t o  t h e i r  s t o r y .  They weren ' t  
even o u t  t h e r e .  They weren ' t  even a s  c l o s e  t o  it, a t  Dot t ie ,  
a s  I was. No, s i r ,  it d i d n ' t  p r i c k  my c u r i o s i t y .  I t  somewhat 
incensed me t h a t  t h i s  type of s t o r y  would grow and grow 
and then go t o  t h e  c lubs  and so  on, and a l l  of a sudden a reput-
a t i o n  would be developed by a u n i t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t h a t ,  j u s t  
was t o t a l l y  unfounded. It was a good u n i t .  

Q. For a  minute, g e t t i n g  back t o  t h e  meeting a t  LZ 
Dot t i e ,  do you r e c a l l  how long General YOUNG s tayed a t  t h a t  
meeting? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  a s  I r e c a l l  he l e f t  w i th  Colonel HOLLADAY. 
I ' m  not  p o s i t i v e .  They may have come down t o g e t h e r  on t h e  same 
a i r p l a n e ,  b u t  when I s tayed -- t h e  few moments t h a t  it took t o  
t a l k  with Colonel HENDERSON -- when I l e f t  t h z  van, t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  both  Colonel HOLLADAY and General YOUNG had 
a l ready l e f t  t h e  a rea .  

Q. General YOUNG was of t h e  impression and we do know 
t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  s t a y  t h e r e  very long. When he depar ted ,  t.he 
o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  walked o u t s i d e  t h e  van and remained i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  he  s a i d  t o  t a l k  it over.  That i s  t h e  gent-.ral 
impression t h a t  we ge t .  He heard a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h i s  and 
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d i r e c t e d  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be made i n t o  it, and s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r  he departed wi th  t h e  thought t h a t  you would 
continue t o  t a l k  it over. 

A .  Well, I th ink  when I l e f t  the  van they may have just--  
I may no t  have seen him. He may have s t ayed  a  whi le  and spoke 
with Colonel BARKER and I never observed, s ir .  There were two 
areas  i n  which you could land a t  LZ Dot t i e  and I ' m  no t  s u r e  a t  
which -- I had a pad perhaps 150 meters from t h e  TOC a t  Task 
Force Barker. There was another  pad 75 meters from it, and 
i t ' s  t h e  one normally used by Colonel BARKER and a l l  of t h e  
people coming i n  t o  v i s i t  with the  t a s k  fo rce .  They might have 
landed on t h a t  and t h a t  was almost 180 degrees i n  a d i f feren- t  
d i r e c t i o n  from my pad. I could have l e f t  the  van and not  have 
been t h a t  f a r  away from General YOUNG and j u s t  never have seen 
him. He may have been t h e r e  a l i t t l e  longer .  To my recol -
l e c t i o n  I d i d  n o t  phys ica l ly  s e e  t h e  genera l  a f t e r  I l e f t  the  
van. I t ' s  i n  my mind t h a t  he l e f t  a s  w e l l  as  Colonel HOLLADAY. 
I know t h a t  Colonel HOLLADAY wasn I any longer  down on Dot t i e .t 

a. ~ u t 'you s tayed behind and t a l k e d  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- For,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  about 2 minutes? 

A. A s h o r t  per iod  of time. 

a. And you l e f t  with t h e  o b j e c t i v e  i n  mind of sending 
t o  him Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON and a couple of o t h e r  people? 

A .  I had i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  f u r n i s h  them with some w i t -
nesses.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  I had i n  mind, a t  l e a s t ,  M r .  THOMPSON. 
I know t h a t  name w a s  given t o  him and he asked me i f  he was 
t h e r e ,  he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  him. I know t h a t  I s e n t  him ou t  
and o t h e r s .  It was a t  t h e  reques t  of t h e  colonel .  

MR MACCRATE: Do I understand, Major WATKE, t h a t  a major con-
cern of yours  a t  t h i s  time was t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of a f i n e  u n i t ,  
Task Force Barker,  would be s o i l e d  by d i s c l o s u r e  of t h i s  in -
formation? 
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A. That  was a by-product  of it, s i r .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  
where anyth ing  p o s i t i v e  could be gained by my t r o o p s  cont inu ing  
t o  mull  ove r  an i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  over  which they  had no 
c o n t r o l .  T h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  were n o t  r e a l l y  going t o  e n l i g h t e n  
anybody e l s e ,  t o  improve anyth ing ,  and t h a t  a l l  it would do was 
t h e  s t o r y  would g e t  b i g g e r  and b igge r  and b i g g e r ,  which had 
a tendency t o  happen. So, I a t tempted  t o  sque lch  it b u t  it just 
wasn ' t  any one p e r s o n ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  o r  any one u n i t ' s  r e p u t a t i o n .  

I 0: I had a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of what 
you i n d i c a t e d  when you s a i d  "suppress"  t h i s  -- e r roneous ly  so .  
Because I accepted  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  you were n o t  t a l k i n g  s o  much 
about Task Force Barker and t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  as you were of 
what might be thought  o f  your own u n i t  because of  a l l  t h i s  
l oose  t a l k  be ing  made, and people  degrading them f o r  a l l  of 
t h i s ,  as harem-scarem p i l o t s  and s o  f o r t h ,  s o  you make t h i s  
a s  a defense  f o r  your u n i t .  

A. Well,  my concern was t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  o r  looking  i n t o  t h e  matter would r e s u l t  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t hey  would come back and s a y ,  "You were wrong." Tha t  would 
b r i n g  a bad r e p u t a t i o n  t o  my own u n i t .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  by 
t h e  t r o o p s  .wi thin  t h e  b i l l e t s  and up i n  t h e  c l u b  would 
r u i n  o r  h u r t  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of n o t  j u s t  Task Force  Barker 
o r  t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  b u t  t h e  Americal.  A t  Chu L a i  w e r e  
t h e  Marines and t h e  Seabees.  We l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  where 
t h e s e  people  a l s o  l i v e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  Army would t a k e  on a bad 
name i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s ,  and they  would only  
b e l i e v e  what they  had heard .  These people  would t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  
l i k e  t hey  knew t h i s  w a s  gospe l .  

Q. I can a c c e p t  t h a t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  you t e l l  
people  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  i t ,  t h i s  is  being checked i n t o ,  be ing  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  b u t  y e t  a t  no t ime is t h e r e  an e f f o r t  made t o  g e t  
back t o  t h e  group and s a y ,  " I t  has been i n v e s t i g a t e d  and w e  f ind  
no v a l i d i t y  i n  t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  came i n . "  This  is  where an in-  
cons i s t ency  shows up. 

A. W e l l ,  w i t h i n  a month I suppose I should  have had t h e  
answer and gone t o  t h e  t roops .  I d i d n ' t  have an answer. I 
d i d n ' t  c a l l  t h e  company t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  matter wi th  them 
a t  t h e  t i m e .  

MR WALSH: Major, one of  t h e  cu r ious  t h i n g s  about  t h e  
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  of  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of people  
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i s  t h i s  matter of t h e  c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a  wounded woman t h a t  
war ran t  O f f i c e r  THOMPSON observed.  N e i t h e r  you, no r  Colonel  
HOLLADAY, no r  General  YOUNG r e c a l l  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  r e l a t e d  by 
t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand Colonel  HENDERSON 
was very  prominent i n  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  and from o t h e r  
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  w e  have had,  h e  took immediate a c t i o n  on t h i s .  
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  about  t h i s  and I n o t e  t h e  language used i n  t h e  
l e t t e r  t o  your  w i f e  on t h e  18 th  of March when you s a i d :  "My 
people  observed an u n f o r t u n a t e  a c t  t h e  o t h e r  day and I r e p o r t e d  
it." I wonder if you would say  any th ing  about  t h e  usage o f  
t h i s  language i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  series of e v e n t s  t h a t  might 
r e f r e s h  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  of a c a p t a i n  
a l l e g e d l y  s h o o t i n g  a  wounded woman. I t  might have been 
what you w e r e  t a l k i n g  about  t o  your  w i f e  on t h e  1 8 t h .  
A r e  you very  clear about  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t ' s  i n  my mind w i t h  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  a c a p t a i n  i s  my assumption t h a t  THOMPSON had 
spoken t o  t h e  company commander, and I have n o t h i n g  t o  defend 
t h i s .  H e  d i d n lt s a y ,  " I  know it w a s  a ' cap ta in  because  
of h i s  rank."  There  was no r ank ,  t h e r e  was no name. I j u s t  
somehow f e l t  i n  my mind t h a t  h e  went down -- t h e  person  had a 
r a d i o  and w a s  t h e  company commander. Tha t  i s  t h e  on ly  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  I have o f  any c a p t a i n .  

10: Any o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ?  Before  w e  r e c e s s ,  Major WATKE, 
I g i v e  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  add any s t a t e m e n t  o r  any addi -  
t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  which you want t o  add which you t h i n k  would 
be  of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  hea r ing .  

A. I j u s t  hope I made myself clear about  why I a t t empted  
t o  suppres s  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

I 0 : T h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1713 hour s ,  19 December 
1969 .) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1430 hours ,  10 February 
19710. ) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL F R A N K L I N ,  COL MILLER, LTC 
BAUER, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Major F reder i c  W.  WATKE. 

(Major WATKE was r e c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was 
reminded t h a t  he w a s  s t i l l  under oa th ,  and t e s t i f i e d  
as  follows :) 

I0: Major WATKE, you appeared s e v e r a l  t imes before  
t h i s  inqu i ry  i n  t h e  middle p a r t  of December. Since t h a t  
time we have had an opportuni ty t o  gain q u i t e  a cons iderable  
amount of information t o  expand t h a t  which we a l ready had. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t o  d a t e  we've t a l k e d  t o  about 350 people. 
We have q u i t e  a l a r g e  assortment  of documents which we 
c o l l e c t e d  aoncerning t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t ,  concerning t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  of it and concerning t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it. 

I n  a p d i t i o n ,  we have had t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  go t o  
South Vietnam t o  s e e  f i r s t h a n d  some of these  l o c a t i o n s ,  such 
as  Duc Pho, Quang Ngai, Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Headquarters,  
LZ D o t t i e ,  Chu $air  and t h e  l i k e .  And we 've  a l s o  had an 
opportuni ty t o  b v e r f l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  and t o  make an 
on the  s i t e  inspec t ion  of t h e  a c t u a l  s i t e ,  i t s e l f .  

So with a l l  t h a t ,  w e  have gathered q u i t e  a b i t  
of information.  Based upon t h i s ,  we want now t o  f i l l  
some gaps which we have i n  our information,  which we d i d  
no t  know about a t  t h e  time we t a l k e d  t o  you, and a l s o  t o  
expand upon some of your testimony. Before we proceed, 
I ' l l  ask Colonel MILLER t o  inform you as  t o  our cons idera t ion  
of t h i s  case ,  o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and provide a warning t o  
you. 

COL MILLER: Af ter  your f i r s t  appearance he re  on 8 December, 
you may r e c a l l  t h a t  you were back on 10 December a t  which 
time a warning w a s  given you. You were informed a t  t h a t  
time t h a t  your testimony was a t  var iance  wi th  t h e  testimony 
of s e v e r a l  wi tnesses  we had had and t h a t  you were suspected 
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of  n o t  g i v i n g  t h e  whole s t o r y ,  t h a t  i s ,  of w i thho ld ing  i n f o r -  
mation o r  p o s s i b l y  f a l s i f y i n g  your  tes t imony.  You w e r e  t hen  
advised of your t e s t i m o n i a l  r i g h t s  and your  r i g h t  t o  counse l ,  
and Captain  Richard LOCKE was made a v a i l a b l e  t o  you,  and he 
appeared w i t h  you h e r e  a f t e r  t h a t .  Captain  LOCKE has  been 
r e l i e v e d  from a c t i v e  duty  and i s  no longe r  a v a i l a b l e  as ap-
po in t ed  i n d i v i d u a l  m i l i t a r y  counsel .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of your  p r i o r  tes t imony and on consid-
e r a t i o n  of much a d d i t i o n a l  evidence which has  been r ece ived  i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s i n c e  your l a s t  appearance,  you a r e  suspec t ed  
of having committed s e v e r a l  o f f e n s e s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  
Uniform Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  These suspec t ed  o f f e n s e s  
do r e l a t e  t o  t h e  Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n s  of March 1968, o r  
what i s  more commonly c a l l e d  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 t o  18 
March 1968. More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  o f f e n s e s  of which you 
a r e  suspec ted  concern your  a c t i o n s ,  and your  i n a c t i o n s  o r  
omiss ions  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  your  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
Task Force Barker  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and your  acts o r  your  omiss ions  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  i n fo rma t ion  and r e p o r t s  which came t o  your  
o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  bo th  du r ing  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  when you w e r e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  it, and a f t e rwards .  

You are suspec t ed  of f a i l u r e  t o  obey a l awfu l  
g e n e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  concerning r e p o r t i n g  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of a l l e g e d ,  suspec t ed ,  o r  appa ren t  w a r  cr imes.  You a r e  
suspec ted  of d e r e l i c t i o n  of your  d u t i e s  i n  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  
a l l  i n fo rma t ion  and f a c t s  and a l l e g a t i o n s  known t o  you 
concerning t h e  p o s s i b l e  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e s  which w e r e  re-
p o r t e d l y  committed by Task Force Barker t r o o p s  i n  t h i s  My 
La i  o p e r a t i o n  of  about  16 March, and i n  n o t  conduct ing a 
f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  which w e r e  
brought  t o  your a t t e n t i o n  by a member of your  command, and 
which were brought  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  o f f i c i a l l y  by him. 
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  you have been advised  about  b e f o r e ,  
t h a t  i s ,  wi thho ld ing  of in format ion  du r ing  p r i o r  t es t imony 
here ,  and p o s s i b l y  having given some f a l s e  t es t imony a t  
your p r i o r  appearances  be fo re  General  PEERS. 

Although we went through it b e f o r e ,  I c e r t a i n l y  
want t o  a g a i n  i n s u r e  t h a t  you unders tand  your r i g h t s .  You 
s t i l l  have,  as you had b e f o r e ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  
make no s t a t e m e n t  whatsoever.  Any s t a t e m e n t  you do make could 
be used as ev idence  a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r i m i n a l  t r i a l .  You have 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  be r e p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  by counse l .  By t h a t ,  I mean 
a q u a l i f i e d  lawyer who can be e i t h e r  c i v i l i a n  counse l  of your  
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choice,  o r  m i l i t axy  counsel,  o r  both. ' A c i v i l i a n  counsel 
would be employed a t  your own expense. 'Mi l i t a ry  counsel 
w i l l  be appointed, o r  i f  you have a  p a r t i c u l a r  counsel  and 
you wish t o  have him appointed, i f  he is reasonably ' ava i l -
ab le ,  w e  would make him ava i l ab l e  t o  you. You may, neverthe-
less, decide *at you wish t o  answer ques t ions  without  counsel 
being present .  You c e r t a i n l y  may do t h i s  i f  you wish. If 
you do, you haye t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t op  answering ques t ions  a t  
any time, t o  answer nO f u r t h e r  ques t ions ,  o r  dec l ine  t o  
answer a p a r t i c u l a r  ques t ion ,  o r  s e r i e s  of ques t ions .  I f  you ' 

wish, you may a l s o  reques t  t h a t  counsel be made a v a i l a b l e  
a t  any t i m e  dur ing t h e  quest ioning.  Do you understand t h e  
th ings  t h a t  1 have j u s t  gone over? 

A. I understand what you have s a i d ,  yes.  

0, D o  you understand your r i g h t  t o  have counsel? 

A. Y e s .  

0. Your r i g h t  t o  not answer ques t ions ,  and genera l ly  
t he  na tu re  of t h e  o f fenses  of which you a r e  suspected? I ' d  
be glad  t o  go through them again i f  you would l i k e  t o  be more 
c e r t a i n ,  

A. No, I understand completely what 's  s a i d .  I don ' t  
completely agree with t h e  f ind ings ,  bu t  I ' l l  speak. 

9- These are no t  f indings  a t  t h i s  po in t .  As you
know, under Article 31, any person who is suspected,  whether 
t h e r e  is conclusive evidence o r  not ,  of an o f fense  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Code, is  e n t i t l e d  t o  be informed, and 
we  c e r t a i n l y  in tend  to  advise him of t h a t ,  and t h a t  was 
t he  purpose of doing . t h i s  a t  t h i s  time. A s  I s a i d ,  if 
you do t e s t i f y  under those  circumstances, and should t h e r e  
be anything t o  t he  suspic ions ,  i f  they happen t o  be es tab-  
l i shed ,  whatever you say could be used a s  evidence aga in s t  
you. For t h i s  t&ason,  you a r e  accorded youx tes t imonia l  
p r i v i l e g e  and your x igh t  t o  counsel. Do you want counsel 
a t  t h i s  time? 

A. .. No. 

Q. Are you w i l l i n g  t o  go ahead and answer ques t ions  
and t o  make a s tatement? 
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A. No, I ' l l  answer ques t ions .  

10: Major WATKE, I th ink  you know a l l  t h e  people 
t h a t  a r e  he re  a t  the  t a b l e ,  M r .  MACCRATE on my l e f t ,  
M r .  WEST, M r .  WALSH, Colonel FRANKLIN-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Colonel BAUER was no t  h e r e  before.  

Q. Colonel BAUER. A l l  t h e s e  gentlemen may address  
ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  af ternoon.  Colonel F R A N K L I N ,  w i l l  
you proceed? 

COL FRANKLIN: Yes, sir.  Major WATKE, we a r e  no t  going 
t o  go back over everyth ing  t h a t  you have previous ly  d i s -
cussed. Our primary focus t h i s  af ternoon i s  going t o  be 
what you knew about My Lai ( 4 )  , from what you saw, from 
what you heard on t h e  r a d i o ,  from o t h e r  people,  o r  what 
you were t o l d .  And then fol lowing t h a t ,  what you d i d  wi th  
t h i s  information,  i . e . ,  t r a n s m i t t i n g  it up you chain of 
command, and a l s o  what a c t i o n  t h a t  you took. Now you have 
t e s t i f i e d  i n  your previous testimony, and your words a r e ,  
" I  was aware t h a t  something was going on before  THOMPSON 
made h i s  r e p o r t . "  Can you e l a b o r a t e  on t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  I knew t h a t  THOMPSON had landed i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  he had t a l k e d  t o  somebody--I d i d n ' t  know whom, 
I d i d n ' t  know what about.  Subsequent t o  t h a t ,  he took of f  
and landed again somewhere e l s e ,  and I a l s o  knew t h a t  he 
had picked somebody up and was f l y i n g  him t o  Quang Ngai. 
That ' s  what I meant when I s a i d  something was going on 
out  t h e r e ,  and I d i d n ' t  know what. I d id  no t  g e t  s a t i s -  
f ac to ry  answers t o  any of those ques t ions  u n t i l  such 
time as M r .  THOMPSON and I spoke on t h e  ground a t  LZ 
Dot t ie .  

Q What e f f o r t s  d id  you make t o  g e t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a 

answers t o  those  ques t ion?  

A,  I addressed some ques t ions  t o  t h e  high gunship, 
asking what was going on. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  g e t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
answers. 

Q. With M r .  BAKER, Warlord Alpha lead? 

A,  W e l l ,  I th ink  s o ,  yes .  I th ink  M r .  BAKER a t  t h a t  
time was on s t a t i o n .  
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Q Have you t a l k e d  t o  anybody s i n c e  you l a s t  . 
appeared before  t h i s  inqui ry?  

' A. I spoke j u s t  t h i s  morning with ex - l i eu tenan t  LLOYD, 
M r .  LLOYD. I s a w  Colonel HOLLADAY downstairs ;  I met Major 
GIBSON. But s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  no, we d i d n ' t  

. g e t  involved i n  deep d i scuss ion  of My Lai  a t  a l l .  

Q. Any deep d iscuss ions?  Did you g e t  i n  any
discuss ions?  

A. Well, yes .  It  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  you ' re  back f o r  t h e  
meetings and s o  on, and t h a t  a spec t  of it, yes.  But a s  
f a r  as  i n c i d e n t s ,  a c t i o n s  t h a t  took p lace  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  
t ime, o r  a d i scuss ion  of a c t i o n s  t h a t  took p l a c e  a t  t h e  
t ime, o r  subsequent t o  t h a t - - s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, no, w e  d i d  
n o t  d i scuss  t h a t  t h i s  morning. 

Q Has anybody ever  t o l d  you, o r  have you ever  d i s -
cussed with anybody, what t o  say before  t h i s  inqu i ry?  

A. No, sir. Never. 

Q. Can you remember anything more on what you j u s t  
t o l d  us about THOMPSON'S t h r e e  landings? Did you hea r  any-
th ing  e l s e ?  You were i n  t h e  a i r ,  i t ' s  been r e c o l l e c t e d  
f o r  you, you were i n  t h e  a i r  about 1 0 0 0 .  D i d  you hea r  
anything e l s e ,  o r  d i d  you see  anything e l s e ,  t h a t  could 
be c a l l e d  unusual? 

A. No. When I landed, whatever time t h a t  was t h a t  . 
morning, a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h e r e  was nothing unusual t h a t  had 
t r a n s p i r e d .  I thought w e  were back t o  a r o u t i n e  type oper-
a t i o n .  The g r e a t  t h r e a t  t h a t  may have e x i s t e d  on a major 
conf ron ta t ion  was over with.  

Q.  Well, how could you know t h a t ?  When you landed, 
you g o t  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  answers from the  high gun. 

A.  I was--when I landed, t h e r e  was nothing going on 
o u t  the re .  I t  was only a f t e r  I landed and I went i n t o  t h e  
van and t h e  s h i p s  went back on s t a t i o n  t h a t  anything r e l a t i v e  
t o  what 's  being a l l e g e d  a t  My La i - - tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
t h a t  anybody saw anything unusual. 
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Q- You went t o  t h e  van and then  you s t ayed  i n  t h e  
van, a s  b e s t  you r e c o l l e c t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. How about t h e  cap ta in  on t h e  ground shoot ing a  
woman? This happened about 0915, you were a i rborne .  Did 
t h i s  come t o  your a t t e r ~ t i o n ?  

A. No, it d i d n ' t .  

Q You d i d n ' t  hear  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  on t h i s ?  

No. 

Q. How about My Lai  ( 4 )  being i n  flames,  d id  you 
see--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I saw some smoke, but  it wasn ' t  any 
more than you might see--well,  t h e r e  was nothing unusual 
going on o u t  t h e r e .  

Q- Smoke, i n  i t s e l f ,  no t  being unusual? 

A. No, sir,  no t  t o  me, i n  my experience.  A l i t t l e  
smoke--some smoke i s  very a p t  t o  be p r e s e n t  i n  an opera t ion .  

Q. You were a i rborne  u n t i l  1 0  o 'c lock .  How c l o s e  
d id  you f l y  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  i f  I can answer t h a t  honest ly .  
But, I would say t h a t  I probably go t  wi th in  1500 meters of 
it, and I was 300 f e e t  i n  the  a i r .  I ' m  s u r e  we flew very 
c lose  t o  t h a t  road t h a t  runs j u s t  t o  t h e  south.  I t ' s  no t  
very f a r  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  over it a t  a l l ?  

A ,  No, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q - About how many bodies d i d  you see  i n  your f l i g h t ?  
I You say you were 300 f e e t  of f  t h e  ground? 

A. D i d  I personal ly  see?  I can r e c a l l  seeing--I  
d o n ' t  know t h a t  I can say t h a t  I r e c a l l  see ing  any. You 
mean dead? 
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Q Yes. Did you s e e  a gunship hovering over  a t r e e  
l i n e ,  and you and M r .  MILLIANS went over and saw s e v e r a l  dead 
women on t h e  ground? Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. M r .  MILLIANS r e c a l l s  t h a t .  

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  sir.  I don ' t .  

Q Well, you would t h i n k  you would. "Hovering gun-
s h i p "  i s  t h e  way we got  it from M r .  MILLIANS, which i s  very 
r a r e  f o r  a gunship. 

A. Well, I would say I wasn ' t  i n  t h e  s h i p  wi th  M r .  
MILLIANS when he  went and hovered over a t r e e  and saw some 
dead women. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, and a s  such I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
I was i n  t h e  s h i p  t h a t  d i d  t h i s .  He may have, b u t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  it, and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  be ing  i n  t h e  s h i p  a t  any t i m e  
with anybody. 

% 

Q. By t h e  time you got  o u t  of t h e  s h i p  with M r .  lf3 
MILLIANS,  we know t h a t  t h e  Sharks had departed t h e  a rea .  w 
So i f  i n  f a c t  M r .  MILLIANS saw t h i s ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of t h e  
information we g o t ,  you would have been i n  t h a t  h e l i c o p t e r  8g; 
with  him. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q Let  me read you some t ransmiss ions  of some 
thoughts  of some people now tha t - - the  morning o f  t h e  16th--
do you r e c a l l  S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT? 

A. Y e s ,  he was my--he was one of t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  
who worked i n  t h e  van, almost on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  There were 
two people t h a t - - e n l i s t e d  men who h a b i t u a l l y  worked a s  
opera t ions  s p e c i a l i s t s .  He was one. 

Q .  S p e c i a l i s t  KUBERT t a l k i n g  about--he j u s t  lis-
tened t o  t h e  r ad io .  He's speaking of t h e  Sharks.  "They 
came over ,  and they repor ted  a  l o t  of bodies ,  no weapons 
whatsoever. " 

"Q. What was your impressions of t h e  bodies? 

"A. The impression I go t  was l i k e  100 bodies ,  
q u i t e  a few bodies .  
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"Q. VC, enemy? 

"A. From our  people,  no. 

"Q. What was t h e  impression you got?  

"A. Women and ch i ld ren .  

"Q. Oh, women's and c h i l d r e n ' s  bodies? 

"A. And o l d  men. 

"Q. And o l d  men? 

"A.  Right.  

"Q. And they t o l d  you t h i s ,  you heard t h i s  over 
t h e  r a d i o  i n  t h e  company n e t ,  o r  one of t h e  two 
n e t s  t h a t  you were monitoring?" 

KUBERT goes on t o  say and t h i s  i s  afterwards--now--we'll g e t  
t o  t h i s  i n  a few minutes. Af ter  you t a l k e d  t o  M r .  THOMPSON. 
This i s  an opera t ions  man, perhaps h i s  f i r s t  t ime i n  combat, 
b u t  he had heard t h e  r a d i o s ,  t h e  r ad ios  you monitored, 
and he  heard p a r t  of a conversat ion which you had had, only 
p a r t .  

"Q. Okay, b u t  you r e c a l l  about 100 bodies  of 
women, o ld  men, and ch i ld ren?  

"A.  The f i r s t  impression was a t  l e a s t  t h a t ,  
and t h i s  I ' m  s u r e  came l a t e r ,  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  
van. My impression was a t  l e a s t  1 0 0 ,  i f  no t  150 
o r  200. " 

Here 's  an answer l a t e r  on: 

"A. On t h i s  p o i n t ,  j u s t  what I ' v e  a l r eady  s t a t e d ,  
a s  f a r  a s  Sharks moving i n  and t h e  bodies  being 
found and no weapons whatsoever and asking  t o  c a l l  
him o u t .  And I thought--my v i s i o n  i s  of a haystack 
type  a f f a i r  wi th  bodies  strewn and I a c t u a l l y  p ic-  
t u r e d  bodies strewn a l l  over.  I wasn ' t  o u t  t h e r e ,  
b u t  t h i s  was t h e  impression I g o t  then  and l a t e r .  

"Q. Did Major WATKE hea r  t h a t  t ransmiss ion?  
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"A. Yes, e i t h e r  Major WATKE o r  Captain MOE was 
always i n  t h e  van because I was new. " 

Captain MOE, h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a Rawhide 6 t ransmiss ion  

Captain SABRE, t h i s  is another  these  key guys 

e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  morning. 

"A. I seem t o  remember one comment t h a t  I ' m  
q u i t e  s u r e  now came over the  a i r  s e v e r a l  t imes 
on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day. I th ink  t h a t  was prob-
ably Rawhide 6 because it had kind of a d i s t i n c t -
ive--you g e t  t o  know a person ' s  voice.  The 
comment was, I don t want 
l i n g  down . the re .  ' " 

any unnecessary k i l -  

KUBERT, on t h e  same s u b j e c t :  

"A. Y e s ,  I remember t h a t  because t h e r e  was a 
comment. We d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  work wi th  Rawhide 
because he t i e d  up t h e  n e t ,  wanted t o  know 
everything.  We p r e f e r r e d  no t  t o  s t a y  up with 
him. I remember t h a t  r e a l l y  rang a b e l l  when 
he f i r s t  s a i d  t h a t ,  Rawhide 6 ,  'no unnecessary 
k i l l i n g 1 .  A l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r  than 9 o 'c lock ."  

A. Excuse me, sir, can we go over Rawhide 6's--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That I s  Colonel HENDERSON. Okay, 
man. A l l  a r e  

i n  your company. 

"A. I seemed to--I th ink  maybe I d i d  hea r  e i t h e r  
Rawhide 6 o r  Coyote 6 (LTC BARKER) t r a n s m i t  t h e  
message, ' L e t ' s  n o t  have any unnecessary k i l l i n g . '  
I would say it was Rawhide 6. I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  t i m e .  " 

A. W e l l ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  going back, we never worked 
with Coyote 6 .  So how anybody could have a r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
Coyote 6 always being on t h e  r a d i o ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

COL FRANKLIN: Rawhide 6 ,  I be l i eve  you worked wi th  them a l l  
t h e  time. 

A. No, sir, n o t  t h a t  c a l l  s i g n ,  and t h e  co lone l  him- 
s e l f ,  t h i s  was the  f i r s t  opera t ion  t h a t  I was ever  on t h a t  t h e  
colonel  was the re .  
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I 0  : The colonel  probably wouldn't  come i n  on h i s  own 
frequency. He would probably come i n  on the  t a s k  f o r c e  
frequency. You worked with t h e  t a sk  fo rce  f r e q u e n t l y ,  and 
t h a t ' s  what he would be c a l l i n g  on. 

A. I th ink  t h i s  was t h e  second o r  t h i r d  time t h a t  we 
had ever  worked on a b a t t a l i o n - s i z e  opera t ion ,  down the re .  

Q You would s t i l l  have the  r a d i o  tuned on t h e  t a sk  
force .  

A. Colonel HENDERSON, I d o n ' t  even remember him being 
on the  radio .  I d o n ' t  know h i s  voice.  I chal lenge t h a t  s t a t e -
ment, very d e f i n i t e l y .  I d i d n ' t  know Colonel HENDERSON. We 
never worked bu t  with t h e  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and we hadn ' t  
worked very many times with those .  I t h i h k ,  t h a t  is--I c a n ' t  
agree with them. 

COL FRANKLIN: I c e r t a i n l y  apprec ia te  t h a t ,  Major WATKE, but  
here you have your opera t ions  man, who r e c a l l s  Rawhide. 
You've g o t  Captain MOE, who is  new, who i s  coming i n  t o  t ake  
over,  and he t h i n k s  t h a t  was probably Rawhide 6 ,  because it 
had kind of a d is t inc t ive- -you g e t  t o  hear  a  p e r s o n ' s  voice 
s e v e r a l  t imes.  The comment was: " I  d o n ' t  want any unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  down the re . "  And you've g o t  Captain SABRE, h e ' s  i n  
your company a l so .  

A. The only time t h a t  could have come over ,  t o  my 
knowledge, was when I went up t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER. I 
don ' t  r e c a l l  anything before  a t  a l l  coming t o  us r e l a t i v e  t o  
l e t ' s  no t  have any undue k i l l i n g  o r  anything. Af te r  I went 
up t o  s e e  Colonel BARKER, i t ' s  very a p t  t o  have come over t h e  
radio.  But before  t h a t ,  I have no idea.  

Q. Well, t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of t r a f f i c  on the  
r a d i o  and t h i s  t r a f f i c  we have from Rawhide 6 concerning 
unnecessary ki l l ing--perhaps around 9 o ' c lock ,  when you 
would have been a i rborne .  There was a r e p o r t  from Skeeter ,  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  "Looks l i k e  they a r e  shoot ing  them 
with a  machinegun. Someone i s  qoing across  t h e  road and i s  
g e t t i n g  s h o t  wi th  a machinegun. The p i l o t  says something 
about he doesn' t have a weapon. " Major CALHOUN go t  the  r e p o r t  
and go t  hold of MICHLES and MEDINA both and s a i d ,  "Make s u r e  
we a r e  n o t  shoot ing anyone t h a t  i s  no t  necessary,  l e t ' s  not  be 

, k i l l i n g  any c i v i l i a n s  ou t  t h e r e . "  So, t h i s  i s  t h e  kind of 
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r a d i o  t r a f f i c  t h a t  some people  were hear ing .  You have p i l o t s  
who were s e e i n g  t h i n g s  and r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  t h a t  were 
going on. These are people  i n  your company, t h e  key people  
i n  your  company. This  young KUBERT was s o  impressed by 
t h i s  day and what he heard--he d i d n ' t  s e e  anything--what 
he  heard  from t h e  r a d i o ,  and what he heard  from M r .  THOMPSON 
speaking t o  you, t h a t  he v i s u a l i z e d  150 o r  more bod ie s ,  
and s o  r e p o r t e d  it i n  an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  t h a t  evening.  
And y e t ,  a l l  you knew up u n t i l  t h e  t ime M r .  THOMPSON spoke 
t o  you, y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  a l l  you knew, t h e r e  w a s  something 
about a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t h a t  had n o t  been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
expla ined .  

A. That  i s  r i g h t .  Up u n t i l  t h e n ,  I heard  a t r a n s -
miss ion ,  I r e c a l l ,  @out  t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  which I s t a t e d  earl ier .  
I had no idea - - can ' t  draw t o  my mind t h a t  I was aware t h a t  
t h e r e  was anyth ing  p e c u l i a r  going on on t h e  ground when I w a s  
up a i r b o r n e .  And I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t r ansmis s ions  t h a t  would 
have l e d  anybody t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h a t  many. None 
of my people ,  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  S k e e t e r ,  wh i l e  I w a s  on s t a t i o n ,  
was e v e r  up over  My L a i  ( 4 )  n o r t h  of t h e  highway. Unless 
t h e s e  bod ie s  w e r e  sou th  of t h e  highway, I c a n ' t  see how 
anybody could  say  t h a t  they  saw t h i s .  W e  were up ove r  
t h e  road.  

Q I have p e r s o n a l l y  spoken t o  25 p i l o t s ,  and y o u ' r e
t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  d o e s n ' t  recall  any bodies  a long  t h e  road.  
You're t h e  f i r s t ,  and t h e  only  one. C e r t a i n l y  up t o  10 
o ' clock--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I can 't v i v i d l y  recall .  I remember 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  of two bod ie s  by t h e  road ,  and I always thought  
t h o s e  were t h e  ones on 521. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I phys i ca ly  
saw them, b u t  I may have. 

Q. You had communications wi th  t h e  S k e e t e r ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  about  a c a p t a i n  shoo t ing  
a woman, o r  any t r ansmis s ion  a t  a l l ,  about 0915? 

A. No, sir. I s u r e  d o n ' t .  

Q - Now, you w e r e  t h e  only  one who could  communicate 
w i t h  t h e  Skee t e r  d i r e c t l y ?  
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A. No, t h e  upper s h i p  could a l s o .  I f  we were com-
municating on UHF with t h e  LOH, both t h e  low gunship and t h e  
upper gunship monitored UHF. Both s h i p s  heard t h e  Skeeter  
t a l k .  

Q- I t h i n k  our  information i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  
LOH had only an F M  r ad io .  The UHF wasn ' t  working. 

A .  I f  h e  was working on FM, I would be  t h e  one i n  my 
s h i p  t o  hea r  him. The upper FM would be on Task Force Barker 
frequency, and between t h e  two gunships we then used t h e  U H F  
t o  communicate. 

Q To summarize what you s a i d ,  up u n t i l  t h e  time 
you saw THOMPSON, t h i s  was a normal opera t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And you had some concern about some r a d i o  
t ransmiss ions  t h a t  were no t  explained s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  about 
a p o t e n t i a l  confronta t ion .  And, t h i s  was t h e  only excep t iona l  . 
event t h a t  you had knowledge o f ?  

A. Yes, sir.  When I was up--when I was up f l y i n g ,  
I d id  n o t  a t  t h a t  t ime t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was anything unusual 
t h a t  had t r a n s p i r e d .  

Q. S i r ,  no more ques t ions  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  

I0: Well, I would l i k e  t o  hea r  Colonel BAUER wi th  
ques t ions  concerning t h e  H - 2 3 .  That H-23 was nor th  of t h e  
road, and.by a  cons iderable  d i s t a n c e ,  and i f  he was providing 
gun suppor t ,  I d o n ' t  know where they  were provid ing  it from. 

LTC BAUER: With r e fe rence  t o  your a c t i o n s  whi le  you were up 
i n  t h e  a i r ,  where d i d  you f l y  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  H-23? 

A. Generally r i g h t  behind it by about 1500 yards and 
200  f e e t ,  s o  roughly 100 f e e t  o r  s o  above it i n  a l t i t u d e ,  and 
genera l ly  over t h e  same t r a c k .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about what time t h e  Sharks l e f t ,  
what time they  l e f t  t h e  area?  
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A. Well, I heard t h e  tape  t h i s  morning, and I under-
s tood from t h a t  it must have been about 0930. 

Q. What d id  you do up u n t i l  t he  t i m e  they l e f t  t h e  
a rea?  Where were you f l y i n g ?  

A. Bas ica l ly ,  south  of 521. 

Q. Bas ica l ly  south  of 521. Did you go nor th  of 
521 a t  a l l  towards My Lai?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I f  we had gone n o r t h ,  maybe 50 
meters ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having gone f a r t h e r  nor th  of t h e  road. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  d i s t a n c e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about going a l l  t h e  way up t o  My Lai? 

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l .  I d o n ' t  
remember e v e r  going up t o  My L a i .  

Q. I can only r e p e a t  t h e  c o l o n e l ' s  comment. A l l  Q 
t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  r e c a l l  being up t h e r e ,  not  j u s t  once, LQ 
n o t  on an i s o l a t e d  mission. They went up t h e r e  and d i d  \?' 

q u i t e  a b i t  of reconnaissance work, t h e  e n t i r e  team. 

a

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. Another one of t h e  --well,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about r a d i o  
conversa t ions  and t h i s  dea l s  with a l a t e r  time. I ' l l  hold o f f  
on t h a t  u n t i l  l a t e r  on. P r i o r  t o  the  t ime you went back, do 
you r e c a l l  ever  marking, o r  any of t h e  sh ips  marking 
l o c a t i o n s  on t h e  ground with smoke? Was any smoke used a t  
a l l  by t h e  scou t  team? 

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of any 
s p e c i f i c s .  I could t h i n k  where we very l i k e l y  had dropped 
smoke, chasing t h a t  one person. There was probably smoke 
t h e r e  a t  l e a s t .  Going i n  on 85, t h e r e  was probably smoke 
used. I c a n ' t  say i n  my mind, yes ,  I can remember t h e  
s p e c i f i c  time when smoke w a s  s u r e l y  used f o r  a s p e c i f i c  
purpose. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t he  scou t  s h i p  ever  marking wounded 
personnel ,  personnel  t h a t  he then  repor ted  over the  radio?  

A. Not while  I was o u t  t h e r e .  
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  any r a d i o  t ransmiss ions ,  then ,  
when you were on t h e  ground, where the  scou t  team would 
have done t h i s ?  

A. W e l l ,  I th ink  I do. But, I ' m  not--I  j u s t  c a n ' t  
say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  I can remember. I t  wasn ' t  t o  mark any, as 
I r e c a l l ,  any s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o r  number, and I would say ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  20 o r  30 people. I c a n ' t  say anybody was 
marking a l a r g e  group. 

Q. No. I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about a horde of people
i n  a p i l e .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about a h e l i c o p t e r  se rv ing  t h i s  
funct ion.  They had i d e n t i f i e d  some wounded people on 
t h e  ground, and they wanted t o  g e t  them help .  They a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  word t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

A, I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  I was f l y i n g ,  a t  t h e  t ime. 
Yes, they were marking. THOMPSON, a t  one t ime,  was t r y i n g  
t o  i d e n t i f y  some wounded people.  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
I w a s  f l y i n g .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  I was up a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any of t h i s  t ak ing  p l a c e  when you 
were a i rborne?  

A. NO,  I don ' t .  

Q. While you were working south of 521, you went 
a f t e r  t h i s  group of two people. What o t h e r  missions d id  you 
perform down t h e r e  o the r  than the  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  "animals" 
out  on H i l l  85? 

A. W e l l ,  we went down and looked s e v e r a l  t imes a t  
groups of people who were on t h e  road, people who were moving. 
And we were over  them q u i t e  a few t imes,  t o  s e e  whether any 
of them were good suspec t s ,  t hese  people who were moving. 
THOMPSON, up around 85, went down and a s s i s t e d  on t h e  pickup 
of a couple of suspects  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON a c t u a l l y  went 
i n  with h i s  s h i p  on. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  That was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  funct ion  
you performed t h a t  morning, j u s t  those a c t s ?  

COL F R A N K L I N :  I th ink  you understand our  problem. We know 
t h a t  people were being marked by t h a t  H-23, and , the re  was 
smoke going up, You came back from r e f u e l i n g ,  probably about 
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0845,  and t h e  people t h a t  had been marked wi th  smoke a r e  now 
dead. You have got  THOMPSON i n  t h a t  bubble. He saw a cap ta in  
shoot  a woman, and t h i s  i s  going t o  shock him. Before 
t h i s  time i n  t h e  high gunship, you have a guy named LIVINGSTON, 
one of your o f f i c e r s .  He i s  s o  moved and s o  unnerved by 
what he b e l i e v e s  t o  be Shark gun passes  on people on t h e  
road t h a t  he w r i t e s  h i s  wife  t h a t  n i g h t :  "The Shark murder-
e r s ,  murderers of c i v i l i a n s .  I am going t o  punch them i n  t h e  
nose i f  I e v e r  s e e  them again."  So, he i s  i n  high gun and he 
i s  see ing  t h i s .  You g o t  a man lower than you and he  i s  
see ing  th ings  and you have got  people i n  your van t h a t  a r e  
hear ing  t h i n g s  b u t  you, t h e  commander, t h e  most experienced 
man, t h e  man respons ib le ,  nothing. Now, I t h i n k  you can 
understand our  problem? 

A. I ' m  not  saying  nothing. The Sharks making 
passes ,  I d o n ' t  remember any of t h a t .  

Q A t  l e a s t  f o u r  of your p i l o t s  remember. . They a r e  
probably i n c o r r e c t .  They were making passes  along t h e  road 
and t h e r e  were some people,  and they were a c t u a l l y  engaging 
VC. But q u i t e  a few of your p i l o t s  believe--gunship p i l o t s - -
t h a t  t h e  Sharks made f i r i n g  passes  on t h e  road and k i l l e d  
people wi th  miniguns. More than h a l f  your p i l o t s  who flew 
t h a t  day b e l i e v e  t h a t .  

A.  Well, I d o n ' t .  

Q. Did they eve r  t a l k  t o  you about t h i s ?  How could 
t h i s  o f f i c e r  w r i t e  h i s  wife  and be so  emotional about i t ?  
I read t h e  l e t t e r ,  " K i l l e r s  of c i v i l i a n s , "  and t h i s  
i s n ' t  j u s t  LIVINGSTON. There were s e v e r a l  p i l o t s  who thought 
t h e s e  miniguns had c u t  loose  on t h e s e  people,  even though they  
probably thought i n c o r r e c t l y .  Then, you g e t  on t h e  ground 
l a t e r  on--debriefings.  I s n ' t  t h e r e  an interchange of inform-
a t i o n ?  This  was q u i t e  a day f o r  many of your p i l o t s ,  q u i t e  
a day. 

10: The f a c t  remains t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  apparent  
pass i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a long Highway 521, t h e r e  were 10 t o  15 
bodies  l y i n g  on t h e  road, and your people saw t h i s .  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q. And j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e r e ,  t h e r e  were a t  least  f i v e  
wounded i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w e r e  marked by t h e  H-23. 

A. S i r ,  I cannot  remember, w h i l e  I w a s  up,  s e e i n g  
any s i g n i f i c a n t  number. I c a n ' t  remember even numbers of 
wounded t h a t  I s a w ,  and I w a s  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  see. Every-
t h i n g  t h a t  h i g h  gun saw, I saw--had t o  have s e e n ,  a t  a much 
b e t t e r  view. Now, I d o n ' t  know why I c a n ' t  remember some of 
t h i s .  

Q My guess  i s ,  from what I know of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
i f  you had your eyes open a t  a l l ,  you would have seen between 
30 and 40 bodies .  

A. I cannot  remember. I d o n ' t  know. I just--and I 
d o n ' t  doubt what people  say they saw, o r  they  might have seen .  
I j u s t  cannot .  I cannot  remember t h i s .  I c a n ' t  remember--
I mean I d o n ' t  even have t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n k l i n g  on some of 
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I l i s t e d  t o  t h e  t a p e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  M r .  
BAKER, I recognized  h i s  vo i ce  s ay ing :  "There were 10 o r  
15 wi th  web g e a r  on. " I don 't remember t h i s  . Some of t h e  
t h i n g s  on t h e  t a p e  r e a l l y  f i t  i n t o  p l a c e ,  and it h e l p s  i n  
some way, b u t  I c a n ' t  even remember having seen  1 0  o r  15 people  
i n  a f i e l d  somewhere. I d o n ' t  know why. I d o n ' t  doubt a t  
a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  he saw o r  he thought  he saw, and he was up 
a t  an a l t i t u d e  where it w a s  much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  t h i n g s  
t han  it was f o r  m e .  I w a s n ' t  s l e e p i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q. H e  w a s n ' t  t h e  on ly  one. THOMPSON saw a l l  of 

t h e s e ,  too .  


A. S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  t hey  are wrong, b u t  f o r  
a r ea son  o r  r e a s o n s ,  o r  something,  t h a t  a r e  t o t a l l y  unknown 
t o  me, I cannot  r e c o l l e c t  them, and I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  ho ld  
back anyth ing .  

. 	COL FRANKLIN: Another t h i n g ,  you a r e  a new o u t f i t ,  a new 
concept ,  r e a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  American Army, a i r  cav ,  ae ro-scouts .  
Normally--and by your  own admiss ion,  t h i s  is  one of your 
f i r s t  b i g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and you are o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a b a t t a l i o n -
s i z e  f o r c e - - i t ' s  r ea sonab le  t o  expec t  t h a t  t h e r e  would be 
c r i t i q u e s  and d i s c u s s i o n s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  p i l o t s ;  and you 
as  a commander would g e t  your people  around you and d i s c u s s  
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what went r i g h t  today and what went wrong and how can w e  
improve. You had problems w i t h  t h e  Sharks.  You had t o o  
many a i r p l a n e s  and t o o  l i t t l e  space .  A l l  t h e  p i l o t s  t a l k e d  
about  t h a t .  There w a s  a c o o r d i n a t i o n  problem t h a t  probably 
could have been worked o u t  b e t t e r  t h e  nex t  t i m e  t h a t  you 
w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  wi th  o t h e r  gunships .  Y e t ,  w e  have one of 
your  s e c t i o n  l e a d e r s  come i n  h e r e  and say  you never  had such 
meetings.  You had t h e  b r i e f i n g s  i n  t h e  morning and j u s t  l e t  
t h e  p i l o t s  go o u t  on t h e  miss ions .  

Did you have r o u t i n e  meetings w i th  your  s e n i o r  
people  a f t e r  o p e r a t i o n s ?  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  
p r i o r ,  b u t  a f t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  d i s c u s s  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d ,  
mis takes  made, ways t o  improve, c e r t a i n  h a b i t s  of  o u t f i t s  
t h a t  you had from prev ious  expe r i ences  t h a t  might h e l p  
you wi th  t h e  n e x t  o p e r a t i o n s .  Was t h i s  a r o u t i n e  t h i n g  
i n  your o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. When w e  f i r s t  o rgan ized  and t r a i n e d ,  it w a s  on a 
d a i l y  b a s i s .  Every s i n g l e  day t h e r e  w a s  a d i s c u s s i o n  of a l l  
t h e  p i l o t s .  W e  went over  a l l - - eve ry th ing  t h a t  had t r a n s p i r e d .  
The only t h i n g s  w e  were discussing--we w e r e n ' t  o p e r a t i o n a l .  
W e  we ren ' t  o p e r a t i n g  wi th  anybody else. W e  were going  
o u t  i n t o  an a r e a  t h a t  w a s  o u r s ,  t h a t  was set  a s i d e  f o r  
u s ,  where w e  were doing o u r  reconning work. Once w e  went 
o p e r a t i o n a l  i n  t h a t - - i n  my op in ion  w e  d i s c u s s e d  matters 
a t  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g s ,  t h e  major problems. I f r e q u e n t l y  
sa t  down w i t h  L ieu tenan t  LLOYD, had a number of d i s c u s s i o n s  
w i t h  L ieu tenan t  LLOYD, over  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  ground. Lieu-
t e n a n t  WALKER and I had a number of conve r sa t ions  about  
guns. I f e e l  y e s ,  we q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h i n g s .  
Now I never  went down, s a y ,  w i th  t h e  Sharks.  I never  had 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  t h e  174th.  

LTC BAUQR: Major WATKE, wh i l e  you w e r e  f l y i n g  t h a t  morning, 
you were i n  suppor t  of C h a r l i e  Company, Task Force  
Barker.  What means d i d  you have t o  keep i n  c o n t a c t ?  What 
p o l i c y  d i d  you have t o  keep i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  what w a s  going 
on on the ground? 

A. While I was a i r b o r n e ,  I had two r a d i o s  and t h e  
only  one t h a t  would match wi th  t h e  sround u n i t s  w a s  t h e  FM. 
So ? d i d n '  t h e a r ,  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  anyeof t h e  ground u n i t  
t r ansmis s ions  i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  FM was t h e  only  one working 
i n  t h e  LOH. On t h e  UHF, I t h i n k  f o r  a  wh i l e  we were working 
on t h e  same frequency t h a t  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  were o p e r a t i n g  on. 
I n  o t h e r  words, w e  were a l l  on t h e  mutual UHF, s o  w e  knew 
what was going on airwise. 
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Q- What I ' m  t a l k i n g  about ,  I know you d i d n ' t  have 
any commo up t h e r e  y o u r s e l f .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  how you 
kept  i n  touch w i t h  what t h e  ground s i t u a t i o n  was. Because 
you ' r e  n o t  much good up t h e r e  i f  you d o n ' t  know wha t ' s  
going on. 

A.  Up i n  t h e  s h i p ?  

Q- You yourse l f  ind iv idua l ly- -you ' re  n o t  t h e  
commander of t h a t  aero-scout  team, b u t  you a r e  the  company 
commander, and y o u ' r e  more than  a l i t t l e  concerned,  o r  should 
be,  w i th  how t h i s  ope ra t ion  i s  going. What a r e  t h e  t r o o p s  
doing? How i s  t h e  f i g h t i n g  going? Because your  job is t o  
suppor t  them. What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  is  how you i n d i -
v idua l ly  k e p t  t r a c k  of what was going on on t h e  ground? 

A.  Simply by t h e  upper gunship t e l l i n g  m e .  

Q Did you ask him t o  go g e t  i n fo rma t ion ,  f o r  example,
from your van a t  Do t t i e?  

A. I know w e  d i d  on one s p e c i f i c  t h i n g .  When w e  need-
ed t h e  demo man, we used t h e  r a d i o .  That was one very p o s i t i v e  
t i m e  t h a t  w e  went back i n ,  and o t h e r  t i m e s  I d o n ' t  remember a 
s p e c i f i c ,  

Q - L e t  m e  ask you something s p e c i f i c .  You're up 
t h e r e ,  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  now about 0 9 3 0 .  This  f i g h t  has been go-
ing  on f o r  a couple of hours.  I t  has  been a f i n e  success .  
Did you check t o  f i n d  o u t  how t h e  u n i t  on t h e  ground i s  
doing? What was t h e  body count? How are w e  doing? How 
a r e  they doing? Did you check t o  f i n d  o u t ,  t o  g e t  t h a t  
information? 

A. Y e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any--I say y e s ,  
and I t h i n k  q u i t e  so .  There was never  a  t i m e  when anybody 
was s t a t i n g  t h a t  they wanted something t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  g e t  
it. I t h i n k  everybody was s a t i s f i e d .  

Q - T h a t ' s  n o t  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
d i d  you i n q u i r e  a s  t o  how t h e  u n i t  on t h e  ground was doing,  
what kind of success  d i d  they meet, o r  f a i l u r e ,  what was 
going on down t h e r e ?  Were they k i l l i n g  anybody? 

A .  W e l l ,  they cont inued t o  make p rogres s .  

Q. How do you measure t h e  p rogres s?  
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A.  They w e r e n ' t  p inned i n  anywhere. They w e r e  free 
t o  move, t hey  w e r e  n o t  under an engagement. 

Q . Did you g e t  a body count  a t  any t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  
morning w h i l e  you w e r e  o u t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  The f i r s t  t h a t  I g o t  involved  
i n  a body count ,  I t h i n k  I w a s  back a t  LZ D o t t i e ,  back i n  my 
van. T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  I r e a l l y  can recal l  h e a r i n g  about  
a body coun t ,  a s p e c i f i c  number. 

Q. Did you know they  had any c o n t a c t  down t h e r e  a t  
a l l ?  

A. W e l l ,  from t h e  guns,  I knew i n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  only  
c o n t a c t  t h a t  I knew abou t ,  I knew t h a t  they  had -- t h e  guns 
observed some people  when they  w e r e  p u l l i n g  o f f  from t h e  
f i r s t  l i f t ,  There w e r e  some. The guns w e r e n ' t  c a l l e d  back i n  
t o  suppor t ,  and on t h a t  b a s i s  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any th ing .  

Q. I n  essence  what you a r e  t e l l i n g  m e ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  
a f t e r  s e v e r a l  hours  i n  t h e  a i r ,  y o u ' r e  t h e  commander of an 
a i r  u n i t  t h a t  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  o u t f i t  on t h e  ground, t h e  
o u t f i t  on t h e  ground has  k i l l e d  9 0  VC, and you d o n ' t  know 
about  it, is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  i s  probably --
COL FRANKLIN: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  a ga in ,  t h i s  i s  one 
of t h e  t h i n g s ,  Major WATKE, t h a t  is  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us t o  
unders tand,  You a t t e n d e d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  on 15 March. This  
i s  going t o  be  a b i g  f i g h t ,  I mean, a r e a l l y  b i g  f i g h t .  
They' ve been i n  t h e r e  t w i c e  b e f o r e ,  and they  took a l o t  
of c a s u a l t i e s .  They are going i n  t h e r e  t o  wipe o u t  t h e  
48th B a t t a l i o n .  Your u n i t  i s  p l a y i n g  a b i g  r o l e  i n  t h i s  
ope ra t ion .  You a r e  i n  suppor t  of Task Force Barker .  By 
0840, t hey  have announced t h e y  have k i l l e d  9 0 ,  and you 
seem t o  be o b l i v i o u s  of t h i s .  You, as much as any ground 
commander, should  be very  c u r r e n t  and aware of w h a t ' s  going 
on i n  Task Force  Barker .  This means on t h e i r  n e t ,  conver-
s a t i o n s  t o  Colonel  BARKER. Weke n o t  t r y i n g  t o  second- 
guess t ac t ica l  commanders by any means, b u t  it does seem t h a t ,  
once t h e  Sharks c l e a r  t h e  area, t h e r e  i s  no problem of over-
crowded a i r  space  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Your miss ion i s  s c o u t i n g ,  
and you are i n  a low gunship.  I t  seems t h e r e  would be a l o t  
of f l y i n g  ove r  t h i s  b a t t l e  area t o  f i n d  o u t  where t h e  t r o o p s  
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a re ,  t o  monitor how they a re  g e t t i n g  along,  t o  s e e  i f  you can be 
of s e r v i c e ,  t o  g e t  ahead of them, and t o  do any number of t h i n g s .  

A. A l l  t h a t  was done a f t e r  I was out  of t h e  a i r p l a n e .  
I do not  be l i eve  -- I was not  i n  one of t h e  s h i p s  when we 
went over t h e  t roops .  

Q I b e l i e v e  the  tape  (Exhibi t  M-20) i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  you were a i rborne  u n t i l  approximately 1020 hours ,  1 6  
March 1968. 

A. I l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  t ape  and I d o n ' t  know when I 
got  out  by l i s t e n i n g  t o  the  tape .  I would t h i n k  I was up in  
the  a i r p l a n e  up u n t i l  10 o 'c lock .  It was a t  t h a t  time t h a t  
I probably g o t  out .  There i s . a  remote p o s s i b i l i t y  I could have 
got ten  out  a t  t h e  r e fue l ing .  It  doesn ' t  make sense  t h a t  I 
would have been o u t  a t  t h a t  t ime. It makes a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
sense t o  me t h a t  I would have been i n  t h e  a i r p l a n e  u n t i l  t h e  
1 0  o 'c lock  time frame. I d id  n o t  go over  t h e  t roops  t h a t  
morning. I do n o t  r e c a l l  ever  having flown over  My Lai ( 4 )  
on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

Q. Of course ,  by 10 o ' c l o c k ,  t h e  t roops  were through 
t h e  v i l l a g e ,  we know t h i s ,  through t h e  hamlet. I t  was i n  
flames, and t h e r e  were j u s t  an awful l o t  of people l y i n g  on 
the  ground, and I th ink  you w i l l  agree t h a t  it i s  reasonable 
f o r  a commander t o  have flown over it. Now you say you d i d  
not. But is  t h e r e  any reason why you d i d n ' t ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know how long we were involved on 
H i l l  85. I th ink  we s t a r t e d  85 between t h e  f i r s t  and the  
second l i f t ,  and we were t i e d  up on t h a t  f o r  a t ime,  we were 
a l l  t i e d  up on t h a t .  Both gunships were involved,  and while  
the  t roops  were on t h e  h i l l  we were t h e r e ,  we were around 
t h e  h i l l ,  we d i d n ' t  leave them. So a l o t  of t h e  b a t t l e  t r an -
s p i r e d  -- of t h e  t r ansvers ing  of My Lai ( 4 ) ,  i t s e l f ,  i n  f a c t ,  
t he  major i ty  of it, I th ink ,  t r a n s p i r e d  while w e  were around 
85. None of us were over My Lai.  I t h i n k  t h a t s  t h e  reason 
we weren ' t  over My Lai.  

Q. Well, --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  know where it breaks down 
t o  when we l e f t  H i l l  85 on a time frame. I d i d n ' t  ca tch  
t h a t .  
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Q. W e l l ,  you w e r e  w e l l  f i n i s h e d  wi th  your  o p e r a t i o n  
on H i l l  85 b e f o r e  10 o ' c l o c k .  You probably had wound t h a t  t h ing  
up b e f o r e  0930.  One f i n a l  p o i n t ,  Major WATKE. On t h e s e  f r e -
quen t  conve r sa t ions  t h a t  you had wi th  WALKER, he f l a t  doesn ' t  
remember. H e  w a s  s t r u c k  by t h e  f a c t  t h e  p l a t o o n  leader--and 
t h i s  was brought  o u t .  H e  was ques t ioned  and it was r a t h e r  
s t a r t l i n g ;  t h a t ' s  why t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  devoted 
t o  it. Other  t han  b r i e f i n g s  i n  t h e  morning, he cannot  recall  
coming t o  see you t o  d i s c u s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  t ac t ica l  
problems,  o r  f o r  "chalk  t a l k s "  and c r i t i q u e s .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  w e  had a good many i n t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  
he w a s  a lmost  r e l i e v e d  from h i s  gun s e c t i o n .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  w e  
had a number of such c o n v e r s a t i o n s  over  a number of s u b j e c t s .  
I f  he d o e s n ' t  remember, maybe t h a t ' s  why. I was very unhappy 
w i t h  him. And w e  had d i s c u s s i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t ,  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  t h a t  he even asked ,  one t i m e ,  t o  l e a v e  t h e  company. 

MR WEST: I have a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  goes back a l i t t l e  b i t .  
Major WATKE, you made an incomplete  s t a t e m e n t  a  minute  ago 
concerning a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  body count ,  and h e a r i n g  a message. 
Do you remember t h i s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Would you t e l l  us what t h a t  was? 

A. I r e c a l l  t h e  one c a l l ,  I t h i n k  it had come from 
H-23, t h a t  he had seen  bod ie s  on t h e  ground. For some reason  
t h e  f i g u r e  of 20 o r  25 r i n g s  i n  my mind, and a t  t h a t  t i m e  
t h i s  was a t t r i b u t e d  o r  had r e s u l t e d  from a r t i l l e r y .  I t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  l a t e r ,  e i t h e r  l a t e  i n  t h e  f l i g h t ,  o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  
I g o t  back on t h e  ground t h i s  came -- t h a t  I hea rd  t h i s .  

Q. Thinking back now, could you r e l a t e  it t o  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  even t?  

A. I never  have been a b l e  t o ,  s ir .  No, sir. 
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Q *  Could you pu t  a time with some of t h e  events? 

A. I never have been a b l e  t o .  

Q. For example, when you blew the- - there  was a t r a n s -
mission of Warlord Alpha Lead, which was on t h e  tape .  Well, 
never mind, j u s t  go ahead with what you were saying.  

A .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember. The f i r s t  t ime I ever 
t e s t i f i e d  on it, a t  t h a t  time , a l l  I thought  was t h a t  it 
was r i g h t  a f t e r  I got  on t h e  ground. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  t r a n s -  
mission t h a t  had r e a l l y  come from t h e  LOH a f t e r  I was i n  t h e  
van when they  went back o u t  on s t a t i o n ,  and I s t i l l  maintain 
we d i d n ' t  go over t h e  ground t roops  u n t i l  a f t e r  I was ou t  of 
t h e  a i r p l a n e  and i n  t h e  van. 

Q. You could have been monitoring t h e  n e t  i n  t h e  van 
and heard t h i s ?  

A. Yes, sir. I heard it, a s  I s a i d .  I always placed 
it i n i t i a l l y  -- I was i n  t h e  van, and l a t e r  on, t h e  more I 
thought about it, maybe it was j u s t  be fo re  we landed. I d o n ' t  
know why I would have heard it then.  The LOH wouldn ' t  have 
been over. There i s n ' t  a ques t ion  i n  my mind. I wasn ' t  over 
t h e  t roops .  I d i d n ' t  have a problem. I wasn ' t  suppor t ing  
t h e  t roops .  

Q - A t t r i b u t i n g  t h e s e  c a s u a l t i e s  o r  t h e s e  bodies  t o  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t .  A s  f a r  a s  we have been 
a b l e  t o  d iscover ,  we have not  been a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h ,  o r i g i -
n a l l y ,  t h a t  anybody was k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  So it i s  
r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Was t h i s  j u s t  specula t ion?  

A .  Yes. I would have thought  a t  t h e  time a r t i l l e r y  
was f i r e d ,  and I guess I always placed it near  t h e  LZ. I 
remember observing when t h e  f i r s t  a r t i l l e r y  came i n ,  and it 
was b a s i c a l l y  where it was supposed t o  go. There wasn ' t  any 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  anywhere b u t  t h e r e .  I guess I always placed 

. t h i s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  f i r s t  LZ. 

Q.  You could see  the  a r t i l l e r y  rounds coming i n ?  

A. Yes, t h e  f i r s t  ones. We were concerned about whether 
they were going t o  go where they were supposed t o  go. Af te r  
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t h e  f i r s t  ones came i n ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t any concern anymore. Ra-
t h e r ,  t h e r e  was a s a f e t y  f a c t o r  f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  and o u r  s a f e -  
t y .  They were f i r i n g  o u t  of LZ Upt igh t ,  b a s i c a l l y  from t h e  
n o r t h  i n  a s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  and we were f u r t h e r  sou th  
than  t h e  L Z ,  s o  i f  t hey  w e r e  long  f o r  some r eason ,  t hen  they  
w e r e  of concern t o  us.  

Q - Did you see any rounds t h a t  w e r e  long?  

A, No, sir. 

Q .  And t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  whatever you heard ,  was 
from t h e  LOH, from t h e  ground, from t h e  a r t i l l e r y  FO, n o t  o r  
o r  anybody l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  from t h e  LOH. 

MR WALSH: May I ask you, Major WATKE, t o  t h i n k  very hard?  
Are you s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  r e p o r t  from your  p i l o t ,  
w a s  t h a t  he  had seen  a number of bodies  t h a t  appeared 
t o  be from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  W a s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you g o t  
a t r ansmis s ion  from a p i l o t  t h a t  he had seen  a l o t  of 
b o d i e s ,  and t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  of t h e s e  t o  a r t i l l e r y  came 
from ano the r  sou rce?  

A.  W e l l ,  it could  have been.  There were s o  many 
t h i n g s  t h a t  seemed t o  have meshed i n  my mind as a s i n g l e  
happening. For i n s t a n c e ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t a p e ,  t h e  gunships ,  
t h e  Sharks ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  engagement aga in  on Highway 521, 
and t h e  l a t e r  engagement up n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  town, and 
n o r t h  of t h e  town, could  have a l l  been one. I can t h i n k  
it was now. I can remember bo th  i n c i d e n t s .  I can remember 
t h e  t r ansmis s ion  a lmos t  c l e a r l y  i n  my mind t h a t  w a s  made 
when t h e  Sharks  w e r e  up n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  town, g i v i n g  
d i r e c t i o n  on t h e  bod ie s .  And y e t ,  I can v i s u a l l y  remember 
t h e  Sharks  over  t h e  road on t h a t  one i n d i v i d u a l  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  game, on t h e  f i rs t  l i f t o u t .  And I have -- ove r  a p e r i o d  
of t i m e  t h a t  has  become one s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t .  The d i r e c t i o n s  
w e r e  f o r  t h e  bodies  down a t  521, and t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e .  
And t h i s  may very  w e l l  have happened. I hea rd  about  t h e  
bodies  and I have t i e d  it t o  a r t i l l e r y .  

Q .  W e l l ,  I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  very  h a r d ,  and 
see i f  t h i s  r e f r e s h e s  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  a l l ,  as t o  what 
you may have hea rd ,  e i t h e r  i n  d i s c u s s i o n ,  o r  on t h e  te lephone  
wi th  t h e  TOC, o r  by o t h e r  t r ansmis s ions  on n e t s  you w e r e  moni-
t o r i n g ,  o r  any th ing  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t r a n s m i s s i o n s ,  o r  adv ice  
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you had rece ived  about c a s u a l t i e s  from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  Any-
th ing  a t  a l l .  

-%. Late r  on, t h e r e  was a r e p o r t  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  had 
k i l l e d  people. 

Q e  Well, l e t  me put  it a d i f f e r e n t  way. I n  your 
e a r l i e r  testimony you sa id :  "There were a number of people 
t h a t  were wounded and dead from a r t i l l e r y . "  Had t h i s  
been repor ted  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I th ink  -- before  t h e  s h i p s ,  
t h a t  was one of t h e  f i r s t  t ransmiss ions  t h a t  I heard ,  t h a t  I 
l a t e r  -- t h a t  a t t r i b u t e d  -- w e l l ,  t h a t  they weren ' t  a r t i l l e r y ,  
t h a t  they were a r e s u l t  of some o t h e r  a c t .  But I r e c a l l  the  
t ransmission.  I thought t h i s  was one of the  f i r s t  comments 
t h a t  came i n  from the  sh ips  when they went over t h e  f r i e n d l y  
p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  I had go t t en  o u t  of t h e  a i r p l a n e .  

Q. Perhaps I have confused you. The p o i n t  I 'm t r y -
ing t o  e s t a b l i s h  is  whether your r e c o l l e c t i o n  i s  o r  is no t  
c l e a r  a s  t o  t h e  r e p o r t  you rece ived ,  20 o r  s o  bodies 
t h a t  had been no t i ced  by your p i l o t ,  whether the  p i l o t  s a i d  
t h a t  they  were from a r t i l l e r y ?  

A, Well, it is  c l e a r  i n  my mind. 

Q. It i s ?  

A, Y e s .  I am no t  su re  when I g o t  o u t  of t h i s  a i r -
plane,  And t h e  more I th ink  about what I heard,  no t  s o  much 
here  bu t  on t h e  t a p e  and a l l ,  and the  r e l a t i o n  of -- maybe 
I got  out  when we went back t o  r e f u e l  t h e  f i r s t  t ime. But it 
doesn ' t  j e l l ,  s i r ,  because I can remember H i l l  85 ,  which had 
t o  have taken p l a c e  a f t e r  we re fue led .  I cannot remember ever  
f l y i n g  over t h a t  v i l l a g e .  

10: W e  know t h a t  q u i t e  a  b i t  happened t h e r e  and we know 
t h a t  o t h e r  people were see ing  th ings .  Also, i f  you had been 
back i n  t h e  van you would have been hea r ing  th ings .  

COL FRANKLIN: I f  it helps  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  any, we've go t  
t h i s  t ransmiss ion  of your Warlord Alpha Lead t h a t  was saying ,  
"We go t  them a l l  s tacked up now, we 're going t o  blow them 
with t h e  EOD Team from Dot t i e .  " This was about 0915, Major 
WATKE. I am going t o  t ake  you t o  about 1100 while  you were 
i n  your 
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van, About 1100, i n  the  11th  Brigade TOC, t he  opera t ions  
se rgean t  heard a t ransmiss ion  on the  air-ground n e t ,  and 
i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  it went along the  l i n e ,  " I f  you shoo t  
t h a t  man, I ' m  going t o  shoot  you", o r  s i m i l i a r  words. This 
t ransmiss ion  s o  s t r u c k  them i n  t h e  brigade TOC t h a t  Captain 
HENDERSON, the  br igade  TOC duty o f f i c e r ,  c a l l e d  Task Force 
Barker t o  i n q u i r e  as t o  the  reason f o r  t h a t  kind of r a d i o  
t r a f f i c .  Does t h i s  r i n g  any b e l l s  with you? 

A. No, 

Q They could only hear  one s i d e  of t h e  t ransmiss ion  
because t h e r e ' r e  s o  f a r  away. I n  your van they might have 
been ab le  t o  hear  t h e  whole th ing ,  but  we can assume t h a t  
they would have heard the  same t ransmiss ion ,  This s o  
s t a r t l e d  br igade ,  t h e  tone and words of t h i s ,  t h a t  they 
c a l l e d  Task Force BARKER. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything about 
t h i s ,  though? 

A. No, I don ' t .  The only t h i n g ,  i f  I can i n j e c t ,  t h e  
only time I can remember about a t h r e a t  was being t o l d  t h i s  
on the  ground by THOMPSON, This is  obviously another  a c t .  
No, I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - L e t ' s  go t o  THOMPSON now. 

10: Let  me ask one ques t ion  here  f i r s t ,  You're t h e  
commanding o f f i c e r  of t h i s  Bravo Company? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How is it t h a t  you weren ' t  running the  opera t ion  
down t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. Well, it seems a l i t t l e  r i d i c u l o u s  now. I f e l t  
t h a t  when we went o u t ,  I could s e e  more by f l y i n g  the  low 
gunship as opposed t o  the  high gunship, and t h a t  i f  my 
people got  involved i n  a c t i o n  while  I w a s  ou t  t h e r e ,  I was 
i n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  l ead  t h e  t h r e e  s h i p s  from t h a t  s h i p  
a s  opposed t o  the high one. It now -- i t ' s  s o  c l e a r  from 
o u t s i d e - a c t i o n  t h a t  was going on. I wasn ' t  aware of much 
of what w a s  going on ou t s ide  of t h e  realm of t h e  t h r e e  
s h i p s  themselves. 

Q- Well, I d o n ' t  mean t o  b e l i t t l e  t h i n g s ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  you were w e l l  aware of what was going on wi th in  the  
t h r e e  sh ips .  
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A. 	 Well, I c e r t a i n l y  thought so .  

Q- We have people t h a t  saw these  bodies on t h e  road. 
:?e have people t h a t  saw bodies t o  the  nor th  being marked. 
And even i f  you a r e  down around H i l l  85,  it is  n o t  s o  f a r  
from t h e r e  but  that you can p r a c t i c a l l y  see  r i g h t  down 
i n  the  t h r o a t  of i t ,  s o  you can s e e  everyth ing  t h e  L O H ,  your 
H - 2 3 ,  i s  doing down, the re .  So t o  me, it I s  j u s t  a s t r a n g e  
s to ry .  

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  reason why I say ,  when I go t  
out of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I ' m  n o t  su re .  I t  seems t o  me I would 
have been t h e r e  u n t i l  10:00, but  i f  I had go t t en  out  a t  t h a t  
r e f u e l i n g ,  maybe much of it was seen then. Afterwards I 
was relayed--I  mean t o l d ,  of bodies and a l l  t h a t  when 
THOMPSON came t o  me. That was 1115. This was t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
t h a t  I was aware of bodies anywhere. But, I was never ,  even 
a t  t h a t  t ime, aware of the  magnitude. 

COL FRANKLIN: Well, l e t  I s  go t o  THOMPSON now. Would 
you r e l a t e  the  condi t ions  under which THOMPSON came t o  
your n o t i c e ,  what you were doing, where you were, and then 
what he t o l d  you? 

A, 	 Back a t  t h e  van, I t ake  i t ?  

Q- Yes. 

A, 	 He had j u s t  r e tu rned  from Quang Ngai and come up 
t o  t h e  van. As  I r e c a l l ,  he came i n t o  t h e  van and s a i d ,  "I've 
got  something s e r i o u s  t o  t a l k  t o  you about.  I saw out  t h e r e  
what 's  going on." And as  I r e c a l l ,  he i n i t i a l l y  s t a r t e d  
t e l l i n g  me about t h e s e  th ings  and they seemed -- w e l l ,  they 
were very severe ,  He saw a number of people --
Q- ( In te rpos ing)  S p e c i f i c a l l y  , could you g ive  us 
the  -- r e c r e a t e  h i s  mood, the  words t h a t  he was us ing ,  and the  
ideas  t h a t  he was impart ing t o  you? 

A, He was very se r ious .  He was very s i n c e r e ,  very 
determined, b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he w a s  loud. He was 

. 	 no t  about t o  go i n t o  a state of shock. I t h i n k  t h a t  he had 
his senses  about him-- 

Q o  ( In te rpos ing)  You went down the  f l i g h t  l i n e  be- 
f o r e  a bunch of p i l o t s .  You were approached by a bunch of 
p i l o t s ,  e x c i t e d ,  keyed up? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  THOMPSON u n t i l  -- I t h i n k  
a t  the  van, no t  on the  f l i g h t  l i n e ,  the  van. Then I asked 
him, " L e t t s  s t e p  o u t s i d e " ,  a s  I wanted t o  g e t  o f f  j u s t  with . 
them and t a l k  t o  them about it, and s o  on, and t h a t ' s  what 
w e  did.  

Q. Who's them? 

A, Well, t h e r e  were t h r e e  of them. My r e c o l l e c t i o n  
has always been t h a t  t h e r e  were t h r e e  p i l o t s .  They went 
on, and THOMPSON w a s  t he  speaker ,  and he r e l a t e d  where a 
number of people out  t h e r e  were wounded, most of them were 
women and ch i ld ren  --
Q ( In te rpos ing)  You're back t o  t h e  word ,"woundedw 
again.  

A, ( In te rpos ing)  Wounded and dead -- wounded and dead, 
bu t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was any one a r e a  where t h e r e  
was a mass number. I t  was j u s t  -- about a l l  t h a t  they saw were 
p r i n c i p a l l y  women and ch i ld ren  and o l d e r  men. There was a 
d i s t i n c t  lack  of mi l i ta ry-age  males--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What a r e  t h e  s t rong  impressions t h a t  
you gathered ou t  of t h i s  meeting with them, t h i s  r a t h e r  
s t a r t l i n g  conversa t ion ,  what impressions d i d  you have, o r  
s a l i e n t  p o i n t s  of what he t o l d  you? 

A. That i n  h i s  mind he was abso lu te ly  c o r r e c t  i n  
everyth ing  t h a t  he t o l d  me, t h a t  what he was r e l a t i n g  was t h e  
absolu te  t r u t h ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any doubt i n  h i s  mind 
whatsoever. There was unnecessary k i l l i n g  and wounding 
of people o u t  t h e r e ,  people t h a t  obviously could 've been 
construed, I guess ,  a s  n o t  having been h o s t i l e .  They d i d n ' t  
have any weapons, they were people who s h o u l d n ' t  have been 
s h o t ,  and they 'd  been sho t .  I ' m  s t i l l  -- w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  
impression I l e f t  wi th  him and he l e f t  with me. But t h e r e  
was, I c a n ' t  remember--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What about the  magnitude? Had you
thought of any number t h a t ' s  i n  your mind? 

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y  a number. I suppose I ,  i n  my mind, 
envis ioned i n  t h e  a r e a  of 20 t o  30 of t h i s  type of person --
t h a t  i s ,  women and ch i ld ren .  I guess mentally I always t r i e d  
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t o  s e p a r a t e  some of t h e  VC t h a t  was out  t h e r e ,  and some of t h e  
o t h e r s ,  but  I f igured  somewhere i n  t h e  range of 20 t o  25, o r  30 
people. I mean as such,  I never have drawn a p i c t u r e  of 
+he number. 

Q- W e l l ,  KUBERT w a s  very much impressed, He d i d n ' t  
even hear anything a f t e r  you took him o u t ,  and he was th inking  
i n  terms of 150. LLOYD heard THOMPSON t e l l  WATKE, "There was 
a l o t  of k i l l i n g  going on down the re . "  THOMPSON s a i d ,  "There 
was a l o t  of k i l l i n g ,  unnecessary k i l l i n g  going on,"  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, I th ink  -- yes --
Q e  
 ( In te rpos ing)  You were concerned about when you 
heard these  r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  which were n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
explained. When d i d  you t a l k  t o  -- what was t h e  conversa-
t i o n  with M r .  THOMPSON r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s ?  

A. I asked h i m  what was going on, why t h e  landing 
and a l l ?  And t h a t ' s  when he went on t e l l i n g  me about the  in-
d iv idua l  t h a t  he had confronted on t h e  ground i n  which he --
on t h e  reconning by f i r e ,  and the  f a c t  t h a t  they were shoot ing 
the people,  and t h e  f i r i n g  was k i l l i n g  and wounding them. 
And then t h e r e  was a s p e c i f i c  group of people i n  t h i s  a rea  
which they were moving toward t h a t  were unarmed. He saw 
them move i n t o  t h i s  a rea ,  and s a i d  t h a t  they should hold 
t h e i r  f i r e  from t h a t  a r e a ,  and he would go out  and i n s u r e  
the  s a f e t y  of t h e  t roops  by s t a y i n g  r i g h t  over them. And 
the  i n d i v i d u a l  s a i d  he was n o t  going t o  change h i s  method 
of f i r e  and maneuver. 

Q - So now you've go t  t h i s  unnecessary k i l l i n g ,  a l o t  
of people k i l l e d ,  and you've go t  a conf ron ta t ion  between one 
of your p i l o t s  and Americans. Did you g e t  anything about 
j u s t  a d i t c h  f i l l e d  wi th  bodies? 

A. No, I cannot r e c a l l  t h a t  d i t c h .  

Q. That seemed t o  bother  M r .  THOMPSON about the  most 
of anything. He's q u i t e  convinced he t o l d  you t h i s .  

10: What d i d  M r .  THOMPSON t e l l  you about t h e  boy t h a t  
he took t o  the h o s p i t a l ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  boy, as  I r e c a l l ,  was s h o t  and he was 
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maimed s e v e r a l  places--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  But he must have t o l d  you where he 
go t  t h e  boy? 

A. . W e l l ,  t h e r e  were o t h e r  people,  as  I r e c a l l  --
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h a t ' s  t h e  very p o i n t ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a whole d i t c h  f u l l  of them. 

A, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a whole d i t c h ,  sir.  There w e r e  
o t h e r  people --
Q ( In te rpos ing)  He went down i n  the  d i t c h  of 
wounded o r  dead, and he took t h i s  boy out  of t h e r e .  He may 
n o t  have mentioned t h e  word "d i t ch .  " 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  was a group, but  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t h a t  it was a -- I never -- I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  it was 15 o r  
20  people. I remember t h e r e  were o t h e r  wounded and dead 
t h e r e .  He took t h e  c h i l d  from a group of wounded and dead, 
b u t  I--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Did he t e l l  you how he landed t h e  
a i r c r a f t ,  and ANDREOTTA o r  COLBURN went down i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  
through a l l  t h e s e  bodies  whether he went down i n  the  d i t c h  
o r  no t ,  t o  e x t r a c t  t h i s  boy t h a t  had been wounded, and they 
c a r r i e d  him back. When he came i n  t o  s e e  you, AN~REOTTA 
may have been covered with blood from having c a r r i e d  the  boy. 

A.  Yes, sir.  I remember t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  wounded 
and dead. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it was a l a r g e  number. 

Q Cer ta in ly  they must have given you some o rde r  of 
magnitude. They c o u l d n ' t  come i n  and say t h a t  t h e r e  were a 
few bodies  over t h e r e ,  very f r ank ly ,  because i n  t h i s  a r e a  
we've had d e s c r i p t i o n s  of anywhere from 50 t o  150  bodies .  
And t o  th ink  t h a t  THOMPSON who -- i f  anybody's come through 
loud and c l e a r  on t h i s  t h i n g  as  being hones t ,  and sometimes 
he doesn ' t  remember, but  he comes through as  be ing  abso lu te ly  
s i n c e r e  and everyth ing ,  and he remembers a l l  t h i s .  This 
c rea ted  q u i t e  an impression on him, and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  
you recognize t h e  s t a t e  of--not r e a l l y  shock, because 
even though he was mad I assume t h a t  he d id  have c o n t r o l  
of himself .  H e  was s t i l l  a b l e  t o  f l y  h i s  
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a i r p l a n e  and f l y  it w e l l ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  how mad h e  was. 
~ u th e r e ' s  an i n d i v i d u a l  who's coming i n  t o  you, and h e ' s  one 
of your  u n i t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q* A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  maybe one of  your  b e t t e r  
p i l o t s  a t  t h a t  s t a g e  of  t h e  game. 

A. He was. 

Q- Yes, W e l l ,  h e  must have g iven  you some k ind  of 
an i d e a  about  -- j u s t  t o  say  t h e r e  were bod ie s  t h e r e  -- even 
bod ie s ,  t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  i s  a war c r ime ,  you know. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q W e l l ,  why --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  That  w a s  t h e  reason  why I r e p o r t e d  
it. 

9. You i n d i c a t e d  l o t s  of b o d i e s .  But I would 
be  convinced i n  my own mind, hav ing  j u s t  gone through 
t h i s  expe r i ence ,  t h a t  t h e s e  people  t h a t  came t o  s e e  you --
and t h e y  w e r e  f l y i n g  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  and t h e y  were t a l k i n g  
t o  each o t h e r  on t h e  r a d i o  -- t h a t  i f  THOMPSON h a d n ' t  
t o l d  you abou t  t h e  number t h e y  had seen ,  people  l i k e  MILLIANS,  
f o r  example, h e  was t h e r e ,  o r  CULVERHOUSE o r  LIVINGSTON,  f o r  
example, o r  BAKER o r  BROWN, a l l  t h e s e  people  come through 
loud and c l e a r  on t h i s  t h i n g .  So i f  any of t h o s e  people  
had been t h e r e ,  THOMPSON c o u l d n ' t  have g o t  away w i t h  s ay ing ,  
"You know, t h e r e  w e r e  some bodies  t h e r e ,  and w e  p icked 
t h i s  boy o u t  o f f  them." There w e r e  a h e l l  of  a l o t  of bodies  
t h e r e .  

A .  I j u s t  don 't have i n  my mind hundreds.  I never  
have, b u t  y e t  --

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I a m  going t o  t e l l  you, very  
f r a n k l y ,  what it seems l i k e  t o  m e .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  you 
have always been s o  concerned about  t h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  and 
your p e r s o n a l  involvement i n  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  t h a t  you 've  
c lo sed  your mind t o  anyth ing  else, and t h a t ' s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  
way it seems t o  m e .  I t  always comes back t o  t h e  conf ron ta -
t i o n ,  t h e  wounded, and t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  way it happened. 
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COL FRANKLIN: Okay, you 've  g o t t e n  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e r e  are 
need le s s  k i l l i n g s ,  unnecessary k i l l i n g s .  You ' ve  g o t  a p i l o t  
t h e r e  who seems convinced of what he s ays .  You've a l s o  g o t  
t h i s  con f ron ta t ion .  You're t h e  commander of a u n i t .  What do 
you do now, Major WATKE? 

A, I brought  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel  BARKER, 
who was t h e  Task Force  Barker  commander, and he i n  t u r n  went 
o u t  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q You went up t o  t h e  TOC. Who d i d  you t a l k  t o  be-
s i d e s  Colonel  BARKER a t  t h e  TOC? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I r e a l l y  t a l k e d  t o  anybody, o t h e r  
t h a n  t o  f i n d  o u t  where t h e  c o l o n e l  was. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  
I t h i n k  he  w a s  i n  t h e r e ,  though, o r  j u s t  coming. I w a s n ' t  
t h e r e  any l e n g t h  of t i m e  b e f o r e  I w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q - Why d i d  you go t a l k  t o  Colonel  BARKER? What d i d  
you w a n t  t o  t e l l  him? 

A. I t o l d  him, I t h i n k ,  completely what was t o l d  t o  
m e ,  maybe n o t  i n  a11 i ts  l e n g t h ,  b u t  i n  c o n t e n t ,  what had 
been t o l d  t o  m e  by THOMPSON. 

Q . Where w a s  t h e  emphasis, on t h e  unnecessary k i l l -
i n g s  or t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q W e l l ,  some of  t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  up t h e r e ,  
Se rgean t  JOHNSON, you remember him from t h e  TOC, Se rgean t  
JOHNSON remembers--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  H e  w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  I 
th ink .  

Q H e  remembers your coming i n ,  and he remembers your  
words "unnecessary k i l l i n g s .  " H e  doesn 't remember anyth ing  
about  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  The i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r g e a n t ,  Se rgean t  
STEPHENS, s t a t e s  t h a t  about  midmorning a c a l l  came i n  t o  
Major CALHOUN, i n  t h e  Task Force Barker TOC, and a Warlord 
w a s  s ay ing :  "They ' re  k i l l i n g  innocen t  c i v i l i a n s  o u t  he re" .  
STEPHENS f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  he saw CALHOUN approached 
by WATKE i n  t h e  TOC, and t h e r e  w a s  a d i s c u s s i o n ,  and then  
they  bo th  went and t a l k e d  t o  
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Lieutenant Colonel BARKER. Then CALHOUN went t o  go o u t  t o  
c Company, So you do remember t a l k i n g  t o  CALHOUN about t h i s  
a l so?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Well, I want you t o  th ink  hard about t a l k i n g  t o  
CALHOUN. Sergeant  STEPHENS mentioned it, and then CALHOUN him-
s e l f ,  

"Q. Do you have any f u r t h e r  information concerning 
matters  we've d iscussed ,  c i v i l i a n s  being k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly?  

"A. When you mention Major WATKE 's name, it seems 
t o  me I can r e c a l l  him c a l l i n g  me i n  the  TOC and d i scuss ing  
with me t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  were being k i l l e d  on the  opera t ion .  
I f  t h a t  i s  i n  f a c t  the  man I ' m  th inking  about ,  t h e  company 
commander, a l s o  t h a t  i s  t h e  time Colonel BARKER t o l d  me t o  
ge t  i n  t h e  chopper, and t o l d  me t o  go t h e r e  and check. I 
don ' t  r e c a l l  anything about a s l a u g h t e r  over the  r ad io .  I 
only c a l l e d  t h e  C Company commander and asked him was he 
burning any of t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  because h i s  t roops  were already 
completely through t h a t  v i l l a g e .  I t h i n k ,  now that I can re-
member, it seems t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  c a l l  came from Major WATKE. 
I be l i eve  t h a t  i s  t h e  t r u t h  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t . "  

So you th ink  about t a l k i n g  t o  CALHOUN? 

A, Well, I thought CALHOUN was up i n  the  a i r  when 
I went up t o  t h e  TOC and he was c a l l e d  back by BARKER, who 
i n  t u r n  go t  i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and went o u t  i n t o  t h e  area .  So 
I wouldn't 
t i m e .  

have been t a l k i n g  t o  CALHOUN i n  the  TOC a t  t h a t  

Q. You t o l d  BARKER t h a t  now--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  You t o l d  him what you had heard? 

A, Yes, sir,  

Q. 
k i l l i n g  of 

You d o n ' t  remember now i f  t h e  emphasis 
c i v i l i a n s  o r  confronta t ion?  You're n o t  

was on 
sure?  

YOU probably t o l d  him both.  
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A. I b e l i e v e  I d i d ,  yes.  I know I t o l d  him both,  but  
you asked where I pu t  t h e  emphasis --

( In te rpos ing)  You don 't remember? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  placed an 
emphasis on e i t h e r .  But I -- yes ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  I --
I know I t o l d  BARKER about both.  When I came back l a t e r ,  
and t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  again ,  it wasn ' t  any shock on anybody's 
mind. I covered t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  k i l l i n g s  as we l l  a s  t h e  
confronta t ion .  

Q Tha t ' s  what Sergeant  STEPHENS and Master Sergeant 
JOHNSON and Major CALHOUN mentioned, t h a t  they r e c a l l  t h e  k i l l -
ings  r a t h e r  than  t h e  confronta t ion .  I th ink  you can r e a l i z e  --
I th ink  t h i s  i s  good, you ' r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  come across  a l i t t l e  
c l e a r e r  here .  Your i n i t i a l  testimony was p r e t t y  we l l  on t h e  
confronta t ion ,  s o  I th ink  --
A. I know t h a t  t h e r e  were k i l l i n g s  o u t  t h e r e ,  
i n  my mind. I ' m  n o t  ever  t r y i n g  t o  -- none of my words of . 
wounding o r  anything i s  t o  t r y  t o  f r o n t  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
some k i l l i n g s .  Never d i d  I have i n  my mind -- I d o n ' t  
know why -- t h a t  t h e r e  was a number of 150 o r  100. I t o l d  
t h e  s t o r y  t o  people t h a t  t h e r e  were k i l l i n g s  o u t  t h e r e .  
That ' s  what caused t h e  f i r s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Why I s i n c e  
have put  t h e  emphasis on t h e  conf ron ta t ion ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
But t h a t ' s  -- I can remember t h a t  more than I can remember 
o t h e r  th ings .  As  I s a i d  be fo re ,  t h e r e  a r e  obviously some 
th ings  t h a t  I 'm no t  remembering f o r  some reason. I 've 
t o l d  th ings  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY which he remembers, and 
I don ' t .  I d o n ' t  know why I don ' t  remember them. 

Q Well, you go t o  s e e  Colonel BARKER. Do you r e c a l l  
any phone c a l l s  from your van over t o  t h a t  TOC by you o r  any 
member of your company? 

A. No, sir.  We had a phone, b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. 
I d o n ' t  remember mentioning t h i s  u n t i l  I went up t h e r e .  I 
was r e a l l y  made aware of t h e  k i l l i n g s  by THOMPSON, and I l e f t  
THOMPSON and went, as I r e c a l l ,  d i r e c t l y  up t o  t h e  TOC. I t  
wasn ' t  back i n  t h e  van. To answer your ques t ion:  no, I d o n ' t  
remember any --
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And, a s  you r e c a l l ,  Colonel  BARKER 
w a s n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u r p r i s e d  and d i d n ' t  e x h i b i t  much r e a c t i o n  
t o  t h i s  r a t h e r  horrendous s t o r y .  You can unders tand  your 
concern as a commander. H e ' s  a commander t o o ,  bu? h e ' s  
j u s t  been t o l d  t h i s  God-awful t h i n g  about  k i l l i n g  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  and y e t  he  appa ren t ly  d o e s n ' t  have 
t o o  much r e a c t i o n .  Do you have any i d e a  why h e  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  h i s  r e a c t i o n  was t h a t  he  took 
o f f  r i g h t  away; b u t  t h e  l a c k  of r e a c t i o n ,  t o  my mind, was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  s a y ,  "Well, y o u ' r e  wrong, I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t . "  That  t ype  of  r e a c t i o n  w a s n ' t  d i s p l a y e d ,  and t h a t ' s  
what impressed m e .  But a s  f a r  a s  any p h y s i c a l  a c t i o n ,  he 
showed t h a t  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  went r i g h t  t h e n  t o  h i s  h e l i -  
c o p t e r  and went o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  

10: Now I g e t  l o s t .  You s a i d  CALHOUN was o u t  i n  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ?  

A. H e  was c a l l e d  i n ,  sir.  I t  was c a l l e d  i n  f o r  t h e  
co lone l .  H e  l e f t  from t h e  van and went t o  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  
h i l l ,  some 100 y a r d s  away, t o  meet t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  
was be ing  c a l l e d  i n .  CALHOUN w a s  up i n  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and t h e  c o l o n e l  s a i d ,  "I want my h e l i c o p t e r  back ,"  and 
he  took  o f f  f o r  t h e  pad. 

Q b  
 Well,  d i d n ' t  h e  i s s u e  some i n s t r u c t i o n s  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  t o  CALHOUN? 

A. To have them cease  and d e s i s t  o u t  t h e r e  u n t i l  
he  g o t  o u t ,  t o  s t o p  t h e  f i r i n g .  He--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Stop t h e  k i l l i n g s ?  

A.  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  used t h e  word " k i l l i n g "  
a t  a l l .  No, s ir .  

Q. W e  g o t  t h i s  from a l o t  of  people .  

A .  W e l l ,  h e  may have;  b u t  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I d i d n ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  mentioned over  t h e  a i r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  a t  a l l  --
k i l l i n g s .  

COL FRANKLIN:. I am going t o  s k i p  forward a l i t t l e  b i t  he re .  
Now you went t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel  HOLLADAY. W e  have cons ider -  
a b l e  t es t imony from you and Colonel  HOLLADAY, and i t ' s  very  
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e v i d e n t  t h a t  you d i s c u s s e d  k i l l i n g s ,  because t h i s  -- c o n t r a r y  
t o  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  -- I t h i n k  w e ' r e  coming i n  a l i t t l e  c l e a r e r  
r i g h t  now, why t h i s  w a s  t h e  b i g  t h i n g  i n  h i s  mind. The f o l -
lowing day you went i n  and d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i th  General  YOUNG, 
and on a subsequent  day t o  t h a t  you d i scussed  it a t  t h e  
meeting w i t h  t h e  f i v e  a t  LZ D o t t i e .  Colonel  HOLLADAY testi-
f i e d  t h a t  he w a s  s t r u c k  by t h e  s i m i l i a r i t y  of t h e  way you re-
pea t ed  t h i s  each t ime.  Do you b e l i e v e  t h i s  t o  be a t r u e  
e v a l u a t i o n  of how you t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y ?  You t o l d  it one,  
two, t h r e e  --
A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  F ive  t i m e s .  

Q F ive  t imes?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Colonel  BARKER, Colonel  HOLLADAY, General  YOUNG--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  s o r r y ,  s i r ,  f o u r  t i m e s  t o  f i v e  
people.  

Q. Okay, you b e l i e v e  t h i s  is  a t r u e  s t a t emen t?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - L e t  me r ead  you some tes t imony h e r e .  This  is  from 
General  YOUNG'S tes t imony.  Reference your  r e p o r t ,  General  
YOUNG s a y s ,  "He d i d  n o t  s ta te  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  h i s  p i l o t  
had observed any c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s . "  General  YOUNG went on 
t o  s ay ,  "There was no i n d i c a t i o n  given t o  me t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  
had observed any dead noncombatants. There was no mention 
made i n  t h e  WATKE-HOLLADAY r e p o r t  of any noncombatant ca sua l -
t i e s . "  This  i s  what General  YOUNG i s  say ing  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
what  he hea rd  from you. 

A. I t o l d  him about  both .  The s t o r y  I t o l d  Colonel  
HOLLADAY and Colonel  BARKER w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same, t h e  
ve ry  same i n  e s sence ,  and it w a s  t h e  same t o  t h e  g e n e r a l .  I t  
w a s  t h e  same t o  Colonel  HENDERSON i n  t h e  van. 

Q. You s u r e l y  t a l k e d  about  @cad noncombatants? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q a  
 C i v i l i a n ,  noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s ?  Did you t a l k  
about  a c r o s s f i r e ?  Did you use  t h i s  t e r m ,  do you r e c a l l  
t h i n k i n g  o f  it o r  having any knowledge of any c r o s s f i r e  a t  
al l--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s ir .  Not i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  My La i .  

Q. No r e l a t i o n .  The word " c r o s s f i r e , "  t h i s  
t h i n g  has  no connect ion a s  f a r  as y o u ' r e  concerned? 

A. I know of no c o n f r o n t a t i o n  anywhere t h a t  t h e r e  
would be  u n i t s  i n  such a  way t h a t  t h e y  would be i n  a c r o s s f i r e .  

Q e  
 Now your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e ,  of General  
YOUNG'S i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Colonel  HENDERSON w a s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  
Would you p u t  it i n  your words what General  YOUNG t o l d  Colonel  
HENDERSON t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of  r e p e a t i n g  your  s t o r y  
up through t h e  c h a i n  of  command? 

A. H e  w a s  t o l d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  -- w e l l ,  t h e  cha rges ,  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  I made, r e f e r e n c e  t h e  k i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  
f i e l d  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  t h e  e n t i r e  ep isode  t h a t  day. I t  
was t o  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by him, and a r e p o r t  was t o  be rendered .  . 
Q. Did General  YOUNG seem t o  p u t  any emphasis between 
t h e  k i l l i n g s  and t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ?  

A .  Everybody was concerned about  t h e  k i l l i n g s .  

10: W e l l ,  l e t  me ask  you t h i s .  I n  t h e  van,  when you 
t o l d  your s t o r y ,  was General  YOUNG p r e s e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - H e  w a s  p r e s e n t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. I ' m  going back i n  your  p r i o r  tes t imony now, j u s t  
t o  a c q u a i n t  you a l i t t l e  w i t h  what you s a i d  b e f o r e .  " I  t o l d  
General  YOUNG about  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f i r i n g ,  t h e  n e e d l e s s ,  
exces s ive  amount of  recon by f i r i n g . "  L e t ' s  go back j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r .  "I t o l d  BARKER t h e r e  w a s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
f i r i n g  o u t  t h e r e .  The wors t  t h i n g  I knew had happened 
was some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  recon by f i r i n g . "  

A. That  r e s u l t e d  i n  k i l l i n g s  and wounding --
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Th i s  wasn 't said--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  it should  have been-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  "The wors t  t h i n g  I knew had hap- 
pened w a s  some i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  recon by f i r i n g . "  T h a t ' s  
p r a c t i c a l l y - -

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The people  were k i l l e d  from t h e  
f i r i n g ,  as opposed t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  people  w e r e  rounded 
up and j u s t  s h o t .  

Q. U n t i l  t h i s  t i m e ,  i n  my a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  you have n o t  
made t h i s  clear. This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  you have come 
through loud and c l e a r  t h a t  you knew t h e r e  w e r e  k i l l i n g s  t h a t  
had taken  p l a c e ,  and y o u ' r e  now p u t t i n g  a f i n g e r  on about  
25  o r  30.  That  was your e s t i m a t e ,  from what you heard .  This  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  you 've  come o u t  w i t h  anyth ing .  You 
have always s a i d ,  "Wounded o r  perhaps  k i l l e d , "  o r  words t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  Your tes t imony i s  r e p l e t e  w i th  it. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

COL FRANKLIN: This  is  ve ry  c u r i o u s ,  Major WATKE, and t h i s  has  
c e r t a i n l y  been a s tumbl ing  b lock  f o r  us.  You come i n  h e r e ,  
and i n  your i n i t i a l  t es t imony i f  you had t o l d  us what you t o l d  
us today,  we could r e a l l y  unders tand  a commander be ing  informed 
of something t e r r i b l e - - k i l l i n g s ,  need le s s  k i l l i n g s  of  c i v i l i a n s ,  
a c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  and t a k i n g  them up through t h e  cha in  of  command. 
This  would have been t h e  proper  t h i n g  t o  do,  and t h i s  would 
have been t o  your  c r e d i t .  

There is  no ques t ion .  We've gone through your  
tes t imony I d o n ' t  know how many t i m e s ,  and wel . r r e  had people  
po r ing  over  it, and you j u s t  k e p t  shy ing  away. You d i d n ' t  
want t o  use  t h e  word. " k i l l i n g , "  and just--almost  l i k e  p u l l i n g  
t e e t h ,  t o  admit anybody was k i l l e d .  I n  making s t a t emen t s  
you gave t h e  impress ion t h a t  your c a r e e r  r e a l l y  was t h e  
o v e r r i d i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  Here you w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  
t h i s  u n i t ,  and t h e r e  had been t h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  You made 
a s t a t emen t ,  and I quo te :  " I  t h i n k  b a s i c a l l y  it was t h a t  my 
charge was q u i t e  something,  and i f  it proved t o  be f a l s e - -  
t h e r e  was always t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  a f a c t - - I  
would j u s t  b a s i c a l l y  be ru ined" .  So, t h e  impress ion you have 
been g i v i n g ,  whether in tended  o r  n o t ,  was an o f f i c e r  g r e a t l y  
concerned over  making waves i n  h i s  own c a r e e r ,  whose judg-
ment, o r  i n fo rma t ion  of a p o s s i b l e  h o r r i b l e  war c r ime- - th i s  
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has  been f i l t e r e d ,  o r  c louded,  o r  even a lmost  d i v e r t e d  by 
t h e  n e g a t i v e  impact  it could have on h i s  c a r e e r .  Now t h i s  
i s  very damning t a l k ,  and I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  se t  it 
s t r a i g h t .  

A. I f  it had been my c a r e e r  a t  s t a k e ,  I wouldn ' t  
have done anyth ing .  I t h i n k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I c a r r i e d  t h i s  t o  
my commander and t o  Colonel  BARKER, and t h a t  I took t h e  
s t o r y  which w a s  t o l d  t o  m e  t o  both  of them--if I had been 
worr ied about my c a r e e r ,  I wouldn ' t  have done anyth ing .  I 
would have l e t  it j u s t  s t o p  r i g h t  t h e r e  when it came t o  
me.  

I 0  : Major WATKE, l e t ' s  be r ea sonab le .  You c o u l d n ' t ,  
and even i f  you had been t h i n k i n g  about your  c a r e e r ,  t h e  
wors t  t h i n g  t h a t  could have eve r  happened t o  you--and look 
a t  it very r e a l i s t i c a l l y - - w a s  f o r  t h a t  word t o  g e t  up t h e  
l i n e  wi thout  hav ing  gone through you. You wou ldn ' t  have 
had t o  worry about  a career. 

A, Y e s ,  sir. I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  I f  it h a d n ' t ,  I would 
have been o f f .  But I took it t o  t h e  people ;  I took  t h e  
s t o r y ,  I t h i n k  i n  i t s  t o t a l i t y ,  t o  t h e  people .  

Q You took  p a r t  of it. You never  completed what 
you should have done, You know and I know t h a t  a f t e r  THOMPSON 
g o t  through w i t h  you, you should  have s a t  down w i t h  t h o s e  
p i l o t s  who w e r e  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  you t h a t  morning, s a t  down 
and t a l k e d  t o  them and g o t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  from them, p u t  
them down and made it a matter of r eco rd ,  and t u r n e d  it 
i n  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander through your  commander. You 
had p a r t  of t h e  s t o r y ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  you had.  You made 
no e f f o r t  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  s t o r y  o r  any th ing  e l s e ?  

A.  It went f a s t  enough, s i r ,  and t o  t h e  r i g h t  people ,  
so t h a t  they  w e r e  doing it t h e r e .  Maybe I f e e l  l i k e  I p u t  t h e  
burden on to  somebody e l s e .  I d i d n ' t  i n t e n d  t o  do t h a t ,  and 
mental ly  I wasn ' t .  But t h e  s t o r y  went up r i g h t  away, and an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was be ing  conducted on it ,  and I wasn 't hol-
d ing  back pe r sonne l  o r  in format ion  from t h e s e  people .  

Q. L e t  m e  read  you a s t a t e m e n t  M r .  LLOYD made. This  
one h e  made t o  t h e  C I D .  H e  s a i d :  "At t h e  end of t h e  day,  I 
f i l e d  a w r i t t e n  complaint  w i t h  Major F r e d e r i c k  WATKE as p a r t  
of my miss ion r e p o r t  of what THOMPSON had t o l d  m e .  E a r l i e r  
t h a t  day, THOMPSON and I both  made v e r b a l  compla in t s  on t h e  
same t h i n g  t o  WATKE. About a week l a t e r ,  as I happened t o  
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drop i n  t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  S2 o f f i c e ,  I inqui red  about my m i s -
s ion  r e p o r t ,  and an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s p e c i a l i s t ,  named unreca l l ed ,  
t o l d  me t h a t  he had n o t  seen t h e  r epor t .  I d o n ' t  know what 
happened t o  t h i s  r epor t . "  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  r e p o r t ,  but  t h e r e  wasn't--
I d o n ' t  remember a r e p o r t  t h a t  had t o  do s p e c i f i c a l l y  with 
My Lai ,  o t h e r  than  genera l  observances out  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  
w a s  i n  t u r n  re layed d i r e c t l y .  

Q This i s  h i s  commander, f i l i n g  h i s  mission r e p o r t ,
and saying t h a t  i n  f i l i n g  h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  you, t h a t  he 
included what THOMPSON had t o l d  him. 

A. Yes, s ir .  That probably was s t i l l  he ld  i n  the  
company f i l e s ,  t h e  a f t e r  a c t i o n  repor t s .  

Q. W e l l ,  wouldn't  t h i s  be c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. Well, yes ,  s ir ,  I ' m  aware of what was--that t h e r e  
were o the r  people who were wi tnesses ,  and I r e c a l l  t h a t  people 
came t o  me without  r e s e r v a t i o n .  What I c a n ' t  remember a r e  t h e  
s p e c i f i c s  of the  d e t a i l s  of it. Yes, I remember t h a t  people 
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were people who were wounded and k i l l e d  
o u t  t h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  what I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I wish you wouldn't  use t h a t  word 
"wounded. " 

A. Yes, s ir .  There were people who were k i l l e d  out  
t h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  what I relayed on, b u t  f o r  some reason 
I ' m  buying t h i s  p a r t  of it. For some reason I ' v e  been burying 
t h i s  p a r t  of it i n  my mind. I d o n ' t  know why I ' v e  been 
doing t h a t ,  b u t  I have always known t h a t  they came t o  me 
wi th  a charge t h a t  t h e r e  were people k i l l e d  ou t  t h e r e ,  
bu t  I never placed it i n  t h e  realm of hundreds. Never. 

Q Well, I don ' t  s e e  how you can t a l k  t o  t h e s e  people--
w e  t a lked  t o  them, and i f  you t a l k  t o  any of t h e  people who were 1 
f l y i n g ,  f r ank ly ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from 10:OO o ' c lock  on, much of 
t h i s  came over the  r ad io .  I f  you t a l k e d  t o  any of those  people, 
t h e  s t o r y  was t h e r e .  M I L L I A N S ,  f o r  example, he was almost 
l i v i d  when he t o l d  us the  s t o r y .  And the  same way with 
LIVINGSTON; and a l s o  CULVERHOUSE, who was one of t h e  most 
vocal  ind iv idua l s .  I might say t h a t  he t e l l s  an abso lu te  
b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y ,  i f  you can t e l l  a b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y  of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ;  very graphic ly .  And they t a lked  about see ing  
hundreds of bodies ,  i n  excess of 100 bodies ,  many of them. 
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A. Well, I j u s t  don't--I 'm not--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  If you r e c a l l ,  we brought you 
and Colonel HOLLADAY back here .  We s a t  you t h e r e ,  and 
Colonel HOLLADAY t h e r e ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  The 
s t o r y  came out  loud and c l e a r  t h a t  you had t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  
t o  HOLLADAY, and you can c o r r e c t  me i f  I ' m  wrong. You 
had t o l d  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  HOLLADAY, and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  
concerned you was t h e  confronta t ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q When you t o l d  t h i s  t o  HOLLADAY, he could c a r e  l e s s0 

about the conf ron ta t ion ,  The t h i n g  which concerned him a t  t h a t  
time, which you and he agonized about f o r  about 2 hours on 
Saturday n i g h t ,  was the  k i l l i n g ,  and t h a t ' s  what you went t o  
General YOUNG about ,  t h e  needless  k i l l i n g  of unarmed 
women and ch i ld ren .  So we keep coming around t o  t h e  confron- 
t a t i o n  again? 

A. I t h i n k  t h a t  I perhaps express  myself poorly.  The 
p a r t  of t h e  conf ron ta t ion  t h a t  concerned me was t h e  s t andpo in t  
t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  opera t ions  with people ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  
ground people would g e t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  support  
them. This i s  the  por t ion  of t h e  conf ron ta t ion  t h a t  I ' m  
speaking o f .  

Q- No. I ' m  s o r r y  t o  say t h a t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  of your 
o f f i c e r  ma tu r i ty ,  having heard a report--even i f  we leave  it 
now a t  the  25 o r  3 0  women and ch i ld ren  needless ly  k i l l e d - - t h i s  
i s  f a r  more important  than the  opera t ion  of t h a t  u n i t ,  because 
the  opera t ion  of t h a t  u n i t  i s  no t  worth a n i c k e l  i f  you c a n ' t  
g e t  a l l  t h a t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  out .  This is why we have Army 
o f f i c e r s  . 
A.  S i r ,  I repor ted  both.  

Q. Did you follow up on i t ?  

A. Not adequately enough, no, sir.  

Q o  I know t h i s  went on i n  your u n i t  f o r  q u i t e  some 
time. I know t h a t  sometime a f t e r  t h i s ,  when some b r i e f e r s  
from d i v i s i o n  headquarters  came down, and they b r i e f e d  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  of t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  t h e r e  was 
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cons iderable  hoot ing and h o l l e r i n g  wi th in  the  group t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t ,  w e l l ,  you t a l k  about 128 k i l l e d ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  these  were women and c h i l d r e n ,  t o  the  p o i n t  where you 
had t o  g e t  up and q u i e t  them down, j u s t  keep q u i e t  and 
go on wi th  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  This was the  a t t i d u d e  wi th in  your 
u n i t ?  

A. I know t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  was t h e r e ,  s ir .  I 
th ink  I passed t h i s  on. I n  my mind, I showed t h i s  same a t t i -
tude through my d i scuss ion  with t h e  commander. The s t o r y  
t h a t  I t o l d  re layed t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  was re layed t o  me. 

Q. You're impressing me with t h i s  now, bu t  you d i d n ' t  
before.  And very f r ank ly ,  you were concerned with t h e  confron- 
t a t i o n ,  and you mentioned a few people g e t t i n g  wounded i n  some 
kind of c r o s s f i r e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  but  never t o  t h e  
degree t h a t  you ' re  r e a l l y  concerned about some women, q u i t e  
a few women and ch i ld ren .  

A. I thought i n  my e a r l i e r  testimony t h a t  I had 
t a lked  about-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I th ink  t h a t  we would have 
t o  search t o  f i n d  it. 

A. I t  should have been the re .  I know I s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t a l k e d  about k i l l i n g s .  I t a lked  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY about 
it, and he would have i n s i s t e d - - t h i s  i s  why I f e e l  t h e  
s t o r y  went t o  each and every person l i t e r a l l y  the  same. H e  
wouldn't  have t o l e r a t e d  t h e  s t o r y  t o  have been any d i f f e r e n t  
than t h i s .  But t h e r e  were two p a r t s  t o  the  s t o r y .  I have 
l e f t  you with t h e  impression t h a t  almost a l l  of it lay  i n  
t h e  conf ron ta t ion  a r e a ,  and I ' m  so r ry .  I d i d n ' t  i n t end  
it t o  be t h a t  way. 

Q. Well, one t h i n g  I c a n ' t  f i g u r e  out  is  why you came 
down t o  t h i s  f i g u r e  of 25 t o  3 0 ,  when it s tands  ou t  i n  Colonel 
HOLLADAY's mind t h a t  you had impressed upon h i m  t h a t  it was 
f i g u r e  of about 120? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  unless  it goes back t o  t h e  same 
th ing .  I c a n ' t  remember a l o t  of th ings  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
k i l l i n g s  i n  my mind. I ' m  not--I'm s u r e  I know more-- 

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  t a l k  t o  Colonel BARKER 
a f t e r  t h i s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t a l k e d  to--
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Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did he ever  t e l l  you t h a t  he had 
about 20 o r  30 k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? They were k i l l e d  
i n  a c r o s s f i r e ,  and s o  on? 

A .  He admitted t h a t  some were o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a  reason f o r  it. This  was, a s  I r e c a l l ,  w i th in  
a day. This may have been p r i o r  t o  the  meeting t h a t  we 
had a t  the  van on t h e  18 th ,  d i scuss ing  it with me, and 
the  f a c t  t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  l o c a t e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  they were looking f o r .  

Q. What i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  f i e l d  were they  looking 
fo r?  

A. It would be t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  THOMPSON had 
ve rba l ,  f a c e  t o  f ace  con tac t  with on t h e  ground. This per- 
son h a d n ' t  been i d e n t i f i e d  as  t o  a name, o r  a name had no t  
been- -

Q o  : ( In te rpos ing)  You owe q u i t e  a  b i t  t o  t h i s  u n i t  
of yours ,  you know. You had a very s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n ,  and 
something l i k e  t h i s  comes back and you say:  '"0, everything 
i s  a l r i g h t  r e a l l y .  I t  i s n ' t  t h a t  way a t  a l l ,  i t ' s  something 
e l s e .  " Did you go back and t e l l  t he  people t h a t  what they 
were r e p o r t i n g  r e a l l y  wasn 't t h e  case? 

A,  No, s i r ,  because a formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n  hadn ' t  
been completed, and I went back and t o l d  them t h a t  t h e r e  
was one i n  progress .  

COL FRANKLIN: We have looked a t  your record ,  Major WATKE. 
You have a good record ,  a f i n e  record.  So many of  the  
th ings  t h a t  we ask you a r e  j u s t  con t ra ry  t o  our m i l i -
t a r y  experience,  con t ra ry  t o  good sense.  T h a t ' s  why we 
ask. People s e e  th ings  t h a t  you d o n ' t  s ee .  Why do you 
do c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ?  And again now, you've g o t  t h e s e  very 
s t rong  accusa t ions ,  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  and you ' r e  going up through 
your chain of command, you ' re  going t o  a genera l  o f f i c e r  
a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY. You've g o t  your 
company r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  Chu Lai  wi th  you. I t  seems l i k e  
you would r e a l l y  be down g r i l l i n g  t h e s e  guys. I mean, i f  
only f o r  a very b a s i c  reason,  t o  cover y o u r s e l f .  I f  i n  
f a c t  they d i d  prove f a l s e ,  t h e s e  charges,  you could say 
t h a t  t h i s  man, t h i s  man, t h i s  man, and t h i s  man t o l d  me 
t h a t .  You would have s ta tements .  And t h i s  i s  what is 
hard f o r  us t o  understand,  why t h e r e  w a s n ' t ,  l a t e r  on 
t h a t  evening, o r  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  a meeting 
wi th  these  people.  This is  your u n i t ,  t h e s e  men a r e  upse t ,  
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t h i s  i s  t h e  g r a v e s t  of a c c u s a t i o n s ,  and why w a s n ' t  t h e r e  a 
' d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a l l  of  t h e  p i l o t s  concerned l a te r  t h a t  

evening? T h a t ' s  what w e  d o n ' t  unders tand.  

A .  W e l l ,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a good d e a l  more d i s -
cus s ion  t h a t  day. E a r l y - - l a t e r  t h a t  day, n o t  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
b u t  l a t e r  t h a t  day. 

Q You had--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  But n o t  a s  a company o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Q. Well,  now, you had f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  a f t e r -
noon then?  

A .  Y e s ,  I th ink- - I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a f t e r  I came back 
from Colonel  BARKER'S van,  t h e  rest  of t h e  day on t h e  h i l l  a t  
D o t t i e  was r e l a t i v e  t o  t h a t  ve ry  s u b j e c t .  But I c a n ' t  remember 
who I spoke t o  and whether I was down a t  t h e  a i r p l a n e  o r  what,  
b u t  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  went on. 

Q.  W e l l  t h e n ,  i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  we h a v e n ' t  gone i n t o  
a l l  of  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t h a t  you would have known. But 
you c e r t a i n l y  should  have been f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  numbers 
o f  dead women and c h i l d r e n ,  noncombatants; a c a p t a i n  shoo t ing  
a woman; a d i t c h  c o n t a i n i n g  bod ie s ;  a s o l d i e r  s h o o t i n g  i n t o  
a d i t c h ;  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ;  gunships  evacua t ing  c i v i l i a n s ;  
t r o o p s  f i r i n g  u n n e c e s s a r i l y ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ;  use  o f , s u c h  
t e r m s  a s  murder,  n e e d l e s s  k i l l i n g ,  and e x c e s s i v e  k i l l i n g ;  and 
smoke used t o  mark noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s .  A l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  a r e  s e r i o u s ,  and t h e s e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have come 
o u t  of  t h i s .  I f  you t a l k e d  t o  CULVERHOUSE, o r  MILLIANS, o r  
THOMPSON, o r  COLBURN, o r  ANDFEOTTA, you would have probably 
p icked  up most of t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I j u s t  s a i d .  Now, do 
they  r i n g  b e l l s  t o  you? 

A. Not t h e  marking w i t h  smoke. The a--very, very  
c l e a r l y  t h e  unnecessary k i l l i n g  of  t h e s e  people .  Tha t  w a s  
was very  d e f i n i t e l y  c l e a r .  

Q. How about  t h a t  s e r g e a n t  shoo t ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. I cannot  remember a d i t c h  and I guess--

Q. . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  How about  t h e  c a p t a i n  s h o o t i n g  a 
woman? 

A. No, sir. Those two t h i n g s  have never--
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Q* ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Never? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e r e  was e v e r  a  rank.  The 
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  had t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  on t h e  ground, a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  w a s n ' t  a rank ,  w a s n ' t  a name, and t h e r e  was--to my 
knowledge, I c a n ' t  remember an i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l  t h a t  had t o  
do w i t h  a rank  pinned t o  any a c t .  

Q. W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  a p r e t t y  smar t  guy, Major WATKE. 
Did you f e e l  t h a t  you were well-armed and backed up when 
you went up t h e r e ?  You could b e  ques t ioned  on t h i s ,  and r e a l l y  
come back w i t h  t h e  d e t a i l s ?  Did you f e e l  t h a t  i f  you were 
ques t ioned  by HOLLADAY and YOUNG, which would be  a  very 
normal th ing--  

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  

Q e  
 To q u e s t i o n  you on t h i s ,  and t o  exp res s  doubt.  
Did you t h i n k  you w e r e  well-armed and prepared?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. You w e r e  con-rincing,  t h e n ,  i n  o t h e r  words? 

A .  Y e s ,  I th ink so .  I wou ldn ' t  have gone t o  anybody 
un le s s  I f e l t  r i g h t .  1. f e l t  t h a t  my people  were r i g h t .  I 
d i d n ' t  q u e s t i o n  my peo::.le i n  t h e i r  r i g h t n e s s .  I thought ,  
i n  my mind, t h a t  t hey  ;.ad overdramat ized what had happened; 
obviously  t h e y  h a d n ' t .  But t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any q u e s t i o n  i n  my 
mind t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  t l - . ? re ,  and t h a t  t hey  w e r e  c o r r e c t  i n  
what t hey  s a w ;  it was j u s t  t h a t  they  were making it l a r g e r  
than  it w a s .  But  I 6 idn' t--I d i d n ' t  worry about  t h e  t r u t h  
of what t h e y  were te: Ling m e .  When they  went o u t  t o  t h e  
field--when I went t c  BARKER, and h e  went o u t  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  
I f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  ,he v ~ u l d  f i n d  t h a t  what my people  had s a i d  
was t r u e .  Nobody hac come--I always f e l t  i n  my mind t h a t  I 
was r i g h t .  Nobody h i ;  e v e r  come back t o  m e  and s a i d :  "You' re  
wrong. Your people  b > r e  wrong. " 

Q. That  would sugges t  a  very s t r a n g e  paradox.  You're 
s u r e  your  people  are I '.ght. There has  been an a t r o c i t y .  
There i s  no o t h e r  wora f o r  i t ,  t h a t  you admit .  But no th ing  
eve r  comes back t o  you .low, u n t i l  sometime l a s t  yea r .  Your 
people  have come t o  you and you b e l i e v e  your  people  a r e  
r i g h t .  There  i s  no douS : i n  your  mind. You have t a l k e d  
to--and t h i s  a g a i n ,  I tk.:nk you r e a l i z e ,  i s  cons ide rab ly  
d i f f e r e n t ,  t h i s  t h a t  y o u ' r e  s ay ing  now, from your  prev ious  
tes t imony.  I mean, 
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t h i s  going back and t a l k i n g  t o  people and g e t t i n g  t h e  d e t a i l s  
is  c e r t a i n l y  a new--but i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  way you d i d  it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I c a n ' t  rememher any of t h e  d e t a i l s - -
t h a t ' s  my problem--that a r e  r e l a t i v e  t o  the  k i l l i n g .  That whole 
a spec t  of t h e  th ing  is--is no t  i n  my mind, f o r  some reason. 

10: M r .  THOMPSON was going t o  f l y  back ou t  t h e r e  i n  
t h e  af te rnoon anyhow. Would it n o t  have been a good idea  t o  
have a q u a l i f i e d  observer  go along with THOMPSON, with a 
couple of guns t o  accompany him, and maybe even you, the  
commander, t o  go out  t o  see  what t h e  h e l l  happened on t h e  ground? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I should have done t h a t .  When THOMPSON 
went ou t  he went out  with other--with guns, he d i d n ' t  go o u t  
by himself .  

Q. But he d i d n ' t  go back over t h e  a rea .  Nobody d i -
rec ted  him o r  anybody e l s e  t o  go down and look over  t h e  area .  
There was no h o s t i l e  f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  a rea  a l l  morning long. 
Nobody i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  had had a round f i r e d  a t  them a l l  
day long, s o  t h e r e  was no reason f o r  no t  going down and r e a l l y  
t ak ing  a good e y e b a l l  on it, and f ind ing  o u t  what happened. 

MR WEST: What moved you t o  t a l k  t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? 

(The wi tness  shrugs h i s  shoulders . )  

Was it ou t  of your d i scuss ion  with Colonel BARKER, 
followed by f u r t h e r  d i scuss ion  wi th in  t h e  company, t h a t  made 
you reach a dec i s ion  t o  go and s e e  Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. Well, I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  s ir .  The two t h i n g s  : one, I 
expected repercuss ions ,  and secondly,  I th ink  I j u s t  had t o  
t e l l  somebody. 

Q. You thought it was t o o  se r ious  t o  keep t o  your-
s e l f ,  is  t h a t  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  It was way beyond m e .  

Q You had a l ready t a l k e d  t o  BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You ev iden t ly  d id  decide you should go t e l l  co lonel  
HOLLADAY? 
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A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were j u s t  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s .  Y e s ,  s i r .  
I t h ink  it idas--it was bo the r ing  m e .  I t  bothered m e .  

Q. What t ime was it when you went t o  see him? 

A. I t  was a f t e r  dark.  La te r  i n  t h e  evening,  be-
cause I s a t  around t h e  company o r d e r l y  room f o r  q u i t e  a  wh i l e ,  
t h ink ing  about what had happened. I t  may have been a s  l a t e  
a s  10 o P e l o c k ,  b u t  I--it w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  a f t e r  8. I know 
I s a t  around t h e  o r d e r l y  room q u i t e  a whi le .  

Q According t o  your p r i o r  tes t imony,  it was about 
10. You e v i d e n t l y  thought t h i s  over  a g r e a t  d e a l ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

I 0: When you went up t o  t h e  TOC on t h e  h i l l ,  which 
you i n d i c a t e d  you d i d  do, p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  rest of t h e  a f t e r -
noon, you probably t a l k e d  some more t o  Colonel BARKER. Do 
you eve r  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  any t o  Major CALHOUN? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  CALHOUN a t  a l l  t h a t  
day, s ir ,  I was only on t h e  h i l l  one t i m e ,  p l u s  t h e  one--
and then  I t a l k e d  t o  Colonel BARKER one o t h e r  t i m e ,  and 
whether it w a s  t h a t  same day,  o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  next  
day--well, it c o u l d n ' t  have been,  I was down--I remember 
now, I went t o  Duc Pho t h a t  day. So, it must have been 
l a t e r  t h a t  day I saw Colonel BARKER one s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  
I ' d  seen him when I t o l d  him about  what my people  had r e l ayed  
t o  me.  

Q. W e l l ,  l e t ' s  say subsequent t o  t h a t .  I ' m  n o t  
t r y i n g  t o  t i e  it down t o  a s p e c i f i c  t i m e ,  b u t  you t a l k e d  
t o  Colonel BARKER about t h i s  and undoubtedly you a l s o  
d iscussed  it w i t h  Major CALHOUN a t  some t ime o r  o t h e r ,  
d i d  you? 

A .  I wouldn' t--I  d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  I mean 
about g e t t i n g  down and d i s c u s s i n g  s p e c i f i c s  wi th  CALHOUN. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d  d i s c u s s  s p e c i f i c s ,  b u t  whether I j u s t  
mentioned it as a--in i t s  t o t a l i t y .  I might have,  b u t  I 
never d i d  go up and t a l k  t o  Major CALHOUN a t  a l l  about  
s p e c i f i c  acts o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day. 

MR WEST: What was t h e  conversa t ion  wi th  BARKER the  
second t ime? 

A. This  was a--the main p o i n t  of it was t h e  f a c t  
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t h a t  he could not--they could n o t  l o c a t e  anybody i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
and t h a t  t h e  people t h a t  were k i l l e d  o u t  there--and t h i s  was 
i n  smal ler  numbers--was a r e s u l t  of j u s t i f i a b l e  s i t u a t i o n s .  
A r t i l l e r y ,  people t h a t  were jus t - - I  mean t h e  numbers t h e r e  
were probably acc iden t ly  k i l l e d  by people,  people n o t  knowing 
t h a t  they  were t h e r e  and so  on. But he found nothing 
i n i t i a l l y  when he went ou t  t h e r e  t h a t  l e d  h im. to  be l i eve  
t h a t  t h e r e  were l a r g e  numbers of people t h a t  were k i l l e d .  

Q. Did he rep resen t  t o  you t h a t  he had been out  
t h e r e ,  t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  , Char l i e  Company? 

A. Well, s i r ,  according t o  h i s  conversa t ion ,  he 
would have t o  have go t t en  on t h e  ground; b u t  he d i d n ' t  go 
i n t o  any d e t a i l  about what he had done on t h e  ground. 

Q . This is r a t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t .  A s  t o  what was s a i d ,  
do you th ink  you could j u s t  t ake  us through t h i s ,  from be-
ginning t o  end, as b e s t  you can r e c a l l ?  

A, The meeting with Colonel BARKER, s i r ?  

A. What he s a i d  t o  you, i n  your second meeting with 
him t h a t  day. I n  o t h e r  words t h i s  was a--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I can s p e c i f i c a l l y  remember--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  He debr ie fed  you as  t o  what happened 
when he repor ted ly  went out  t o  s e e  Char l i e  Company and check 
on t h i s .  

A. He had t a lked  with people. I assumed t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  
pr imar i ly .  

Q Was anything s a i d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  about whom he 
t a l k e d  t o ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether t h e r e  was o r  no t .  I would--
I c a n ' t  put  a name down, because I know names now, bu t  I 
wouldn't  have known names e a r l i e r ,  so I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Try t o  go back i n t o  your memory, and 
r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  us a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l .  

A. He went ou t  and spoke with people.  He had t o  have 
spoken t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  t r y i n g  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
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THOMPSON had t a lked  t o  on t h e  ground, because t h i s  was kind 
of t h e  key a t  t h e  time--was t o  i s o l a t e  down what u n i t  it was 
in the  f i e l d .  He came back and s t a t e d  t h a t  they c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  
him. There was nobody oilt i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  had a marking 
on h i s  helmet as  I had descr ibed it t o  him, and t h a t  nobody 
owned up t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they had t a l k e d  with THOMPSON on 
the  ground. He had n o t  seen evidence out  t h e r e  t h a t  l e f t  
him with the  impression t h a t  t h e r e  was--there was need-
less k i l l i n g .  He was j u s t i f i e d  i n  what he had seen ,  and 
people t o  whom he had spoken, and t h a t  t h i n g s  were a l l  r i g h t .  
What w a s  t h e r e  was t h e  r e s u l t  of necessary a c t i o n .  

Q- Did BARKER t a l k  t o  THOMPSON t h a t  day? 

A. The only time t h a t  I can remember t h a t  M r .  

THOMPSON spoke wi th  any of t h e  o f f i c e r s  was t o  Colonel HENDERSON, 

and t h a t  was on the--immediately fol lowing the  meeting on the  

18th. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o f f i c e r s ,  THOMPSON o r  anybody e l s e ,  

being c a l l e d  up by Colonel BARKER t o  address  t h i s  e n t i r e  

matter .  

Q We've had some r a t h e r  confusing testimony as  t o  
whether one o r  more members of your company might n o t  have 
t a lked  t o  him. 

A. W e l l ,  I ' m  no t  aware of it, and I never had a 
r eques t .  Now, whether he somehow had walked down and had 
spoken t o  him when I wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  o r  who may have spoken 
t o  whom on t h e  day of the  17 th ,  is  a l s o  something. I had no 
r e p o r t ,  and I wasn' t i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  day, and I don 't know 
whether my XO was t h e r e  o r  whether Major SABRE was t h e r e ;  
one of the  two would have been t h e r e  t h a t  day. There may 
have been some o n s i t e  t a l k i n g  wi th  him, but  I was no t  aware--
am no t  aware of it. 

COL FRANKLIN: Major WATKE, you s a i d  t h a t  you be l i eved  your 
o f f i c e r s  when they t o l d  you t h i s  s t o r y .  You be l ieved them 
enough t o  t ake  t h i s  up t o  a genera l  o f f i c e r .  You be l ieved 
they were r i g h t .  Wilat d id  you be l i eve  when BARKER t a l k e d  
t o  you and t o l d  you t h i s ?  Did you b e l i e v e  him? 

A. No. I d: In 't be l i eve  him. 

Q. You didn '  t .>e l i eve  him? 

10: You didn 't bt 1-ieve whom? 
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A. I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  Colonel BARKER. I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  he c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  t h e  man i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  f o r  one t h i n g .  
Because you j u s t  don't--you i n v e s t i g a t e  enough t o  f i n d  some-
body. Somebody had t o  speak t o  him; t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any ques t ion  
about it, he had spoken t o  somebody. And he came back and 
s a i d :  "Well, they c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  anybody. " W e l l ,  i n  my mind 
you can--somebody, even i f  you have t o  l i n e  up t h e  company, 
someone i s  f i n a l l y  going t o  admit t h a t  somebody else saw 
somebody speak t o  somebody else. I n  my mind he went o u t  
and had s topped t h e  reconning by f i r e  and t h e  k i l l i n g  of t h e  
people,  and t h a t  was it. 

MR WEST: And t h e s e  t h i n g s  w e r e  i n  your mind when you were 
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room a f t e r  d i n n e r ,  pondering over  
what you should do? 

A, Y e s ,  s ir .  One c o u l d n ' t  c o r r e c t  what happened o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  b u t  it w a s  just--

COL FRANKLIN: Excuse m e .  You w e r e  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room on 
t h e  16th.  You mean t h a t  BARKER had a l r eady  made h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  gone ou t  and checked on t h e  16 th ,  o r  was t h i s  a 
subsequent day? 

A. . No, s i r ,  he went out--he went o u t  on t h e  16 th  when 
I t o l d  him. 

MR WEST: Right a f t e r  you t a l k e d  t o  him? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  And l a t e r  t h a t  day, it would have 
had t o  .be t h a t  day because I wasn ' t  t h e r e  t h e  next  day,  
perhaps 4 o r  5 f i v e  hours l a t e r ,  b u t  be fo re  w e  l e f t  t h a t  
same day, he informed m e  t h a t  he could n o t  l o c a t e  t h e  i n d i -
v i d u a l  and t h a t  he f e l t - -

I0: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You l e f t  f a i r l y  e a r l y  t h a t  day, 
d i d n ' t  you? 

A, No, s i r ,  W e  normally d i d n ' t  l eave  u n t i l - -

Q • ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You had your s l i c k s  down t h e r e  
wi th  your ground element b u t  your OH-23 was o u t  of  o p e r a t i o n ,  
s o  you--

A, ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Oh, w e  had two. 

Q I d i d n ' t  know--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  One was brought down, s i r ,  and one 
was--

Q a  ( In te rpos ing)  I know t h a t  you brought one down, 
but--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  One was damaged. 

Q There were i n d i c a t i o n s  i n  the  l e t t e r  that--you 
ind ica ted  t h a t  you had no 23 ' s ,  is  t h a t  n o t  c o r r e c t ?  

COL FRANKLIN: This  i s  the  l e t t e r ,  s i r ,  t h e  e x h i b i t ,  t h e  
l e t t e r  t h a t  he wrote on t h e  16th  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  have any 
f l y i n g  23 ' s .  

I 0  : Yes. You s a i d ,  "We j u s t  had an OH-23 c l i p  a t r e e ,  
s o  the  b lade  is  probably s h o t .  I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  bother  me, 
but  t h e  blades a r e  almost impossible t o  ob ta in .  A t  t h i s  
moment we have no f l y a b l e  23 ' s .  Maintenance has j u s t  examined 
our  s h i p ,  and s o  on. 

A. I remember t h a t .  That was a t  n i g h t ,  and I th ink  
t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p ,  when it g o t  home, was down f o r  some o t h e r  
reason. But t h e  ship--we had a t  t h a t  time two a i r c r a f t ,  e a r l y  
i n  the  af ternoon.  But one had come i n  and chipped t h e  b lade ,  
and we l o s t  the  s h i p  because of t h a t  blade.  But t o  the  b e s t  
of my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a second sh ip .  Mr.--Lieutenant 
LLOYD brought one down with him, and THOMPSON a l ready had 
one down, and t h e  one went down--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  q u i t e  understand your
English.. I t  says ,  "We j u s t  had an OH-23 c l i p  a t r e e ,  so  the  
b lade  i s  probably s h o t . "  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  you were prob-
ably w r i t i n g  t h i s  a t  1:30 o r  2 :00 o 'c lock  i n  t h e  af ternoon.  
"We j u s t  had.. ."  

(Hands Exhibi t  M-10 t o  wi tness  who examines same.) 

COL FRANKLIN : ( In te rpos ing)  So you d idn l  t b e l i e v e  Colonel 
BARKER. I want you t o  be f rank now, Major WATKE; i t ' s  i n  
your own b e s t  i n t e r e s t ,  b e l i e v e  me. You go t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
commander and you t e l l  him, and then you g e t  t h i s  b i g  f a s t  
th ing  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  and you g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  he 
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h a d n ' t  made too  b i g  an inqu i ry .  Then you go through t h i s  
bus iness  wi th  t h e  chain of command and t h e  meeting of t h e  
f i v e .  You t o l d  Colonel HENDERSON, a br igade  commander, 
you t o l d  a b r i g a d i e r  genera l  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, 
an a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander, t h a t  t h e r e  had been c i -
v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  unnecessar i ly ,  and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  and 
need less ly ,  and t h e r e  has been a l o t .  You never hear  
anything. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. Did you ever  hear  any-
th ing?  

A. No, sir.  

Q What were your thoughts  a s  t o  t h e  reasons f o r  
t h i s ?  

A - That they  never were going t o  f i n d  anything 
wrong t h e r e .  I never quest ioned my people a s  t o  what 
they had seen ,  and I never expected t o  hear--

. 
Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You mean even when you went up
and r e l a t e d  it, you d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  expect  any t h i n g  t o  come 
of i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I d i d  a t  t h e  time I went up and re-
l a t e d  it, b u t  I would say a week l a t e r  o r  the reabou t s ,  
I--I f e l t  i n  my mind t h e r e  was never going t o  be any 
f ind ings  on t h i s .  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  express ing  t h i s  opinion t o  
anybody? 

A. Colonel HOLLADAY. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, you t o l d  Colonel HOLLADAY t h a t  
you--did you ever  use t h e  word coverup o r  suppression? Is 
t h e r e  any o t h e r  word f o r  i t ?  

A. I suppose t h e r e  a r e  b u t  I--coverup, yes ,  I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Doesn 't t h i s  seem i n c r e d i b l e  t o  you 
a s  an Army o f f i c e r ?  Now you've heard t h i s  genera l  t e l l  a '  
co lonel  t o  go o u t  and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s .  Did General YOUNG 
seem s i n c e r e  when he s a i d  i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  He d id .  
Q- A t  t h a t  t ime d i d  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  he meant what 
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he s a i d ,  and t h a t  he meant f o r  them t o  do something about i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I walked away from t h e  meeting with 
the understanding and with t h e  f i rm b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  was-- 
t h a t  t h e r e  would be an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a good i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
And I was--in my mind, I was convinced t h a t  my people were 
r i g h t ,  and t h e r e  were people who were k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e  
t h a t  shouldn'  t have been k i l l e d .  

Q* You t o l d  Colonel HOLLADAY, you shared  t h e s e  
thoughts  with him. 'What d i d  he say? 

A. W e l l ,  he be l i eved  me. I t h i n k  t h a t  he f e l t  and 
knew t h a t  t h e r e  was a coverup. That it was--I d o n ' t  know i f  
t h e  word i s  that--I  guess it i s ,  coverup. He be l ieved 
t h a t  i t  had gone on, t h a t  t h e r e  had been needless  k i l l i n g  
out  t h e r e .  I be l ieved it, and my people be l i eved  it. 
There wasn ' t  a r e p o r t ,  and t h e r e  wasn ' t  going t o  be one, 
t h a t  would f ind-- tha t  would come ou t  with f ind ings  t h a t  
t h e r e  had been needless  k i l l i n g .  

Q - Tho whole b a t t a l i o n  knew t h i s ,  t h e  whole 14th  
Ba t t a l ion?  

A. The 123d. 

Q e  The 123d, excuse me. Did t h e  123d B a t t a l i o n  know 
tha t - - I  am t a l k i n g  i n  genera l .  I d o n ' t  mean each mechanic 
and everything.  Did t h e  123d B a t t a l i o n  know, o r  a t  l e a s t  had 
heard from someone else--obviously they  were n o t  a l l  o u t  on 
th i s - - tha t  t h e r e  had been some people k i l l e d  need less ly?  

A. Oh, y e s ,  sir. Severa l  days l a t e r ,  I t h i n k  it  was 
probably r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  meeting on t h e  1 8 t h ,  I spoke with 
t h e  company about no t  ca r ry ing  t h i s  on any more, and no t  t o  
s t a r t  t a l k i n g  t h e  war s t o r i e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
being conducted. 

Q - A t  t h i s  time you be l ieved t h a t .  This was r i g h t
a f t e r  General YOUNG--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s ir .  I bel ieved t h a t  t h e r e  was 
one. Y e s ,  s ir .  The only reason t h a t  I be l ieved i n  my mind, 
t h a t  I d iscussed  with HQLLADAY, and that--well  it was some-
time l a t e r ,  when t h e r e  j u s t  wasn ' t  any r e s i d u e ,  when t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any of my p i l o t s  c s l l e d  up, and ask about it, quer ied  
about it. How could you - inves t iga te  without  going t o  t h e  
people who saw it. 
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Q. Would you say t h a t  again? That was your thought 
process ,  how could you i n v e s t i g a t e  without  going t o  t h e  people 
who saw i t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  I expected my people t o  be c a l l e d  up. 

Q Did Colonel HOLLADAY e v e r  t a l k  about going t o  see  
Colonel PARSON? Going up through General YOUNG h a d n ' t  done too  
wel l .  Do you know i f  Colonel HOLLADAY t a l k e d  about i t ?  
Did he go s e e  Colonel PARSON and j u s t  t e l l  him t h e r e  i s  some-
t h i n g  t h a t  s t i n k s  he re?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. No, sir.  We never d i d  go back. 

Q Did you f e e l  s o r t  of blocked o f f  on t h i s  th ing?
What were your f e e l i n g s ?  I mean, i f  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  had been 
a coverup, d i d  you e v e r  th ink  what your opt ions  w e r e  then? 

A. Yes, sir.  But I didn ' t have t h e  nerve to--to 
follow t h e  one course of ac t ion .  It was e i t h e r  one of  two 0
th ings :  e i t h e r  you l e t  i t  go t h e r e  and you l e t  i t  d i e ,  o r  0 
you then  t ake  i t  h i g h e r ,  and I d i d n ' t  t ake  it any h igher .  !A 

Q By h igher  you mean jump t h e  whole chain and go 
up to-- tz 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I th ink  going d i r e c t l y  and confront-
i n g ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander h imse l f ,  would have 
been--was t h e  next  l o g i c a l  s t e p .  Even though he was aware 
of  i t ,  t h a t  would have been t h e  next  l o g i c a l  s t e p .  Then it 
was t o  go--

COL FRANKLIN: ( In te rpos ing)  How do you know t h a t  General 
KOSTER was aware of  i t ?  

A. Because a t  t h e  meeting on t h e  h i l l ,  General 
YOUNG s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  General KOSTER d i rec ted--
the  commanding genera l  had d i r e c t e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  be 
done, and I took from t h a t  t h a t  he had spoken with General 
KOSTER about our  meeting. 

Q General YOUNG d i r e c t e d ,  i n  t h e  name of t h e  comrnand-
ing  genera l ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n  was unnecessary and ind i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g .  Is t h a t  
t h e  thought--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  That I s  t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y ,  s i r ,  t h a t  
I had re layed.  Yes, s i r ,  t h e  k i l l i n g .  

MR MACCRATE: Major IJATKE, when you were speaking t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY about t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  looked l i k e  a coverup, 
d i d  he mention any information t h a t  h e ' d  picked up i n  t h i s  
r e spec t?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  r i g h t  now, sir. 

Q. Maybe I can r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  t h i s  was shared with you, b u t  Colonel HOLLADAY has 
given us a d e s c r i p t i o n  of what he may have seen ,  which seems 
t o  square q u i t e  we l l  with two d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  reached 
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  and I wonder whether he eve r  shared 
them w i t h  you, and h i s  r e a c t i o n  when he saw them t h a t  he  
thought they were a coverup? 

A .  The only t h i n g  . t h a t  I can e ~ e r - - t h a t  I can r e a l l y  
remember i s  t h a t  he--as I r e c a l l ,  it was a l e t t e r  t h a t  w a s  
supposedly w r i t t e n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I e v e r  saw t h i s  
l e t t e r ,  bu t  he t o l d  me about i t ,  s h o r t l y  be fo re  I was--before 
I l e f t  t h e r e  myself. 

I0 : What was t h e  d a t e  you l e f t  aga in ,  Major WATKE? 

A. Well, it was t h e  15th .  No, s i r ,  I t h i n k  it  was t h e  
17th .  I was s h o t  down on t h e  17th  of Apr i l .  I s tayed f o r  
a few more days,  but I wasn ' t  conscious.  For a l l  i n t e n t s  
and purposes,  my l a s t  day of duty was t h e  17th .  I t  was j u s t  
s h o r t l y  before  t h a t ,  he mentioned t h a t  t h e r e  was a l e t t e r  
which was w r i t t e n .  I t  had t o  do, as I r e c a l l ,  with r u l e s  
of engagement and treatment--not t h e  r u l e s  of engagement, b u t  
t h e  t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s ,  and he s a i d :  " A t  l e a s t  y o u ' l l  
have t h a t  much s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  Lstter was w r i t t e n  on 
t h e  t rea tment  of c i v i l i a n s . "  B u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I eve r  
saw t h e  document. And it was p r i o r  t o  C;~at ,  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  
I knew t h a t  noth ing  was t o  come o u t  with a ~ o s i t i v e  f ind ing  
t h a t  t h e r e  were needless  k i l l i n g s .  

MR MACCRATE: I b e l i e v e  we have t h a t  l e t t e r  '.o which you j u s t  
r e f  e r r e d .  

I 0 : This  hrls been en te red  i n t o  t h e  recorC as  (Exhib i t )  
M-9. 
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(Hands t h e  l e t t e r  t o  witness  .) 

I t  i s  e n t i t l e d  "Safeguarding of noncombatant^,^^ 

and i s  dat.ed 2 4  March 1968. 


(The witness  examines t h e  document. ) 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I ' v e  e v e r  read  t h i s  
before .  With t h e  d a t e  on i t ,  I th ink  it was a l i t t l e  l a t e r  
than t h i s  t h a t  it was brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  by t h e  colonel .  
In  f a c t ,  I ' m  s u r e  it was l a t e r  t h a t  I was t o l d  of t h e  l e t t e r .  

MR MACCRATE: But you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  he 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l e t t e r  such as  t h a t ,  d i d  he r e f e r  
t o  any r e p o r t s  t h a t  may have been submitted by Colonel 
HENDERSON i n  t h e  form of a  b r i e f  l e t t e r  t h a t  had been shown 
t o  h i m  by someone a t  d i v i s i o n ,  no t  o f f i c i a l l y ,  b u t  had j u s t  w
been shown t o  him as  an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  h a l k e a r t e d  0 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  had been made? G 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q e  He never mentioned t h a t ?  

A. I f  he d i d ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I ' m  su re  he 
would have. 

10: When d i d  you t a l k  to--recognizing now we're  
t a l k i n g  about t h i s  episode t a k i n g  place on t h e  1 6 t h ,  and 
you go t  t o g e t h e r  down t h e r e  on t h e  18 th .  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q .  About when was it, then ,  t h a t  you expressed your 
opinion of a coverup t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? Now, I ' m  n o t  
t r y i n g  t o  p in  you down t o  t h e  e x a c t  day. 

A. I t h i n k  a  week o r  1 0  days was the--in o t h e r  words 
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a reasonable length  of time had gone by, and nobody had been 
c a l l e d  Upr nobody i n  my u n i t  had eve r  been quer i ed ,  t h a t  i s ,  
was never c a l l e d  on t o  give anybody--nobody had e v e r  come 
back t o  m e  and asked me any more s p e c i f i c s  about t h i s  case.  
And a f t e r  a  reasonable  l eng th  of t ime,  which I t h i n k  was a 
week, I came t o  t h e  conclusion t h a t  t h e r e  probably wasn ' t  
going t o  be any p o s i t i v e  f i n d i n g  he re .  I t  would be most 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r y  t o  p lace  everyth ing  toge the r  wi thout  
confront ing  t h e  people who made t h e  charges,  and those  were 
my people.  

10: Well, you knew about t h a t  time t h a t  Colonel 
HENDERSON had been wounded, and had h i s  l e g  i n  a  c a s t  f o r  
approximately t h e  next  2 weeks? 

A. I had fo rgo t t en  t h a t  u n t i l  sometime back--he had 
been, yes ,  sir.  But nobody had been c a l l e d .  The s u b j e c t  
b a s i c a l l y  had j u s t  kind of-- 

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  f e e l  i n c l i n e d  t o  go 
g e t  those  people toge the r?  If you d i d  f e e l  t h e r e  was a 
coverup, you s t i l l  had a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  your men? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  I never had enough "smarts"  t o  go 
down and document it. 

Q- To g e t  t h e  d e t a i l s ;  t o  f i n d  ou t?  Frankly,  i f  you 
had t a l k e d  t o  those  men, you might have uncovered an 
horrendous s t o r y .  

A. I ' m  convinced, s i r ,  t h a t  I know more than  I ' m  
a b l e  t o  t e l l  you now, b u t  I c a n ' t  exp la in  t o  you why I 
c a n ' t  t e l l  you. I mean, i t ' s  no w i l l f u l  i n t e n t  no t  t o .  I t ' s  
j u s t  t h a t  I ' v e  e i t h e r  i n  my mind t o l d  myself I want t o  
f o r g e t  it, o r  what it i s ,  I d o n ' t  know. Cer ta in  th ings  a r e  
very c l e a r  i n  my mind and I--and o t h e r  th ings  a r e n ' t ,  and 
t h e y ' r e  n o t  I f e e l  f o r  some reason,  and I don ' t  know what 
t h a t  reason i s .  And i t ' s  a l o t  of d e t a i l s  on t h e  k i l l i n g .  
I know t h e r e  were k i l l i n g s  o u t  t h e r e ,  b u t  I hones t ly  d i d n ' t  
have any i d e a  it was i n  t h e  hundreds. Now, maybe I d i d  
know t h a t  a t  t h e  t ime, b u t  I have completely removed t h i s  
from my mind, f o r  some unconscious reason maybe, o r  something. 
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know why, b u t  I--
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Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I d o n ' t  know of  any o t h e r  people  
who have t a l k e d  i n  t h e  t e r m s  of  hundreds ,  b u t  t h e y  have t a l k e d  
i n  l a r g e  numbers, some a s  few a s  maybe 30, 40, 50, b u t  some 
g e t t i n g  up t o  125,  150, 175. 

A .  Well,  t h e  most t h a t  I could  now say  t h a t  I thought  
was o u t  t h e r e  i s  2 0  t o  30. And t h a t  w a s  n o t  i n  any grouping,  
b u t  i s o l a t e d ,  you know, s m a l l  groups ,  probably t h e  l a r g e s t  
be ing  where t h e  body w a s  p icked up, t h e  boy I mean. And t h a t  
--I never  i n  my mind now can p i c t u r e  more than  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
people ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Now, I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  
t e l l  me t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  more. I may have known a t  one t i m e  t h a t  
t h e r e  were more because I can remember them t e l l i n g  me a s t o r y  
t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e .  And when I r e l a y e d  t h e  s t o r y  on,  I 
remember it somewhat. I can remember doing t h a t ,  b u t  no temper- 
i n g  t o  a s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  people  k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e ,  
o r  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  s e r i o u s .  But I d i d n ' t  go and say  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  I ' d  been t o l d ,  because  I f l a t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it w a s  
as bad a s  it w a s .  But I c a n ' t  t e l l  you how bad t h a t  w a s .  I ' m  
s o r r y  I just--my mind won ' t  l e t  m e  recal l  it. I t  was enough 
t h a t  I had t o  t e l l  people .  

MR WEST: Major WATKE, i f  I may t a k e  you back b r i e f l y  t o  
your  s t a t emen t  t h a t  you b e l i e v e d  General  KOSTER knew about  
it. You b a s e  t h i s  on what General  YOUNG had s a i d .  I under-
s tood  you t o  mean t h a t  General  YOUNG s a i d ,  i n  t h e  meeting 
i n  t h e  van where t h e  f i v e  of you w e r e ,  t h a t  h e  had t o l d  
General  KOSTER about  t h e  meeting t h a t  you and Colonel  
HOLLADAY had w i t h  him t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ,  Sa turday  n i g h t ,  
and passed  on t o  him t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  Colonel  HOLLADAY 
had g iven .  Is t h i s  c o r r e c t ?  Is t h i s  what you meant? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I f  you cou ld ,  j u s t  t e l l  what h e  s a i d  t h a t  gave you 
t h a t  impress ion? 

A.  W e l l ,  I r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  h e  addressed  Colone l  
HNEDERSON w i t h  t h e  s t a t emen t :  "The Commanding General  
has  i n s t r u c t e d  m e  t o  have you conduct  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  
I b e l i e v e  t h e  word was " formal" ;  n o t  a 32, b u t  a  formal .  

e 

e 
.u-


(WATKE) 236 APP T-10 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


"You are i n v e s t i g a t i n g  it f o r  him, i n  h i s  name, on t h e s e  
charges .  You w i l l  r ender  a r e p o r t  t o  him." That  i s  a s  
much of a r e f e r e n c e  a s  I can r e c a l l ,  a d d r e s s i n g  it back 
t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  H e  w a s n ' t  d i r e c t i n g  t h i s  t o  
be  done f o r  h i s  b e n e f i t ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ' s  
b e n e f i t .  Obviously,  f o r  him t o  do t h a t ,  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  would have t o  be  informed. 

Q. Now d i d  t h i s  fo l low your  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  once 
aga in ,  maybe f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t ime? 

A. N O ,  sir.  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  conduct  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w e r e  a f t e r  I had r epea t ed  t h e  s t o r y ,  o r  
t o l d  t h e  s t o r y ,  i n  t h e  van. When w e  came i n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s a i d :  "Major WATKE has  a s t o r y  which h e  r e l a t e d  t o  m e  and I 
want you t o  h e a r . "  Then h e  s a i d :  "Go ahead,  t e l l  your  s t o r y . "  

Q. Did h e  eve r  say:  " I  r e l a y e d  t h i s  s t o r y  t o  General  
KOSTER?" 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e r e  be ing  any s p e c i f i c  
t ype  of  r e f e r e n c e .  I g o t  t h e  impress ion ,  t h e  f u l l  impress ion ,  
t h a t  maybe t h e r e  were some o t h e r  t h i n g s  s a i d .  Anyway, t h e r e  
wasn ' t  any doubt  i n  my mind a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  knew about  my s t o r y .  

10: I n  t h i s  r ega rd ,  I t h i n k  you j u s t  s a i d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  
i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  t h z t  he  was t o  conduct  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  H i s  r e p o r t  was t o  be  done f o r  and 
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l .  So t h i s  i s  why I always 
assumed t h a t  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  was aware o f  it. 

MR WEST: T h i s  w a s  my nex t  q u e s t i o n .  Who w a s  go ing  t o  
r e p o r t  back t o  General  KOSTER? 

A .  Colonel  HENDERSON was t o  conduct it and render  a 
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l .  I w a s  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  impress ion t h a t  General  YOUNG 
was on ly  r e l a y i n g  f o r  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  t h a t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  had t o l d  him: "Well,  you go down and have t h e  s t o r y  
t o l d ,  and t h e n  I want t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h i s . "  
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MR MACCRATE: Before you l e f t  i n  t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  d i d  you 
g e t  any information d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  a s  t o  what kind of 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  Colonel HENDERSON had conducted, what he  had 
done? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  he had conducted any. I 
w a s n ' t  aware. I c o u l d n ' t  have proved t h a t  any e f f o r t  was 
made t o  conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q- You d i d  know about h i s  t a l k i n g  t o  your men on 
t h e  18th?  

A .  Yes, sir.  When t h e  meeting ended i n  t h e  van, 
General YOUNG and Colonel BARKER and Colonel HOLLADAY l e f t  
t h e  van and I s t ayed  i n  t h e  van and we t a l k e d ,  Colonel 
HENDERSON and I ,  f o r  what I r e c a l l  a s  being about 2 
minutes. Very, very s h o r t  d i scuss ion ,  and t h e  essence of 
t h i s  d i scuss ion  was: " I  want t o  t a l k  t o  your people.  Make 
them a v a i l a b l e .  I want t o  s e e  them." I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  
THOMPSON, and I f o r  some reason seem t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  
two people--the t h r e e  t h a t  I s e n t  up were a v i a t o r s .  Names 
I ' m  no t  s u r e  o f ,  no. They went on up the  h i l l .  I d i d n ' t  
accompany them. I came down t o  my van and s e n t  t h e  t h r e e  of 
them up. I know t h a t  one of them, M r .  THOMPSON, d i d  speak 
t o  t h e  co lone l ,  and I ' v e  always f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  d i d  a s  
we l l .  I c a n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  say .  

Q Did you g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  sworn 
s ta tements  were being made o r  requested? Was any fo rmal i ty  of 
t h a t  s o r t  being pursued? 

A. No, sir. They d i d  no t  ask m e .  

Q Did you eL'er g e t  anything back a t  t h e  o t h e r  end, 
from Colonel HOLLADAY, r e f l e c t i n g  what had o r  had n o t  come 
i n t o  headquarters?  

A. I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  anything had. The only t h i n g  
t h a t  I can r e a l l y  remember, o t h e r  than t h a t ,  was j u s t  personal  
conversat ion between Colonel HOLLADAY and me, express ing  
our  personal  b e l i e f s  and thoughts on t h e  mat ter .  W e  d i scussed  
it s e v e r a l  t imes,  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  a spec t s  of t h i s ,  b u t  
I don ' t  r e c a l 1 , h i s  ever  having s a i d  t h a t  any type  of r e p o r t  
ever  had been rendered, o r  t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  be one, 
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e i t h e r .  I t  was just--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  W e  have had,  from some of t h e  non-
commissioned o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  headquar ters  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e i r  
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel HOLLADAY coming i n t o  t h e  headquarters  
b u i l d i n g  and be ing  much concerned about t h i s ,  seeking some-
t h i n g  t o  be done, and t h a t  he was accompanied by a warrant  
o f f i c e r .  I would say M r .  THOMPSON does n o t  himself  r e c a l l  
having accompanied Colonel HENDERSON. He d o e s n ' t  exclude 
t h e  p o s s i b l i t y ,  b u t  he d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I s a i d  Colonel 
HENDERSON; I meant Colonel HOLLADAY . He doesn' t exclude 
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  he d o e s n ' t  r e c a l l  it. Now, I wonder 
i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of one of  your people,  maybe 
someone o t h e r  than  M r .  THOMPSON, accompanying Colonel 
HOLLADAY t o  headquar ters ,  wanting t o  speak t o  t h e  commanding 
genera l  about t h i s .  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody o u t  of t h e  
company ever  going t o  d i v i s i o n  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  bu i ld ing .  I don 't r e c a l l  anybody 
e v e r  asking t o  go and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody e v e r  phys ica l ly  
going t h e r e  o r  being asked by somebody e l s e  t o .  

I0: When I heard t h i s  s t o r y ,  I should say t h a t  I 
thought of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e l a t i n g  t h e  
s t o r y  may be mistaken, and it might have been you. Did you 
e v e r  accompany Colonel HOLLADAY t o  s e e  General KOSTER, no t  
General YOUNG? 

A. No, s ir ,  I never d i d  s e e  General KOSTER on t h i s  
ma t t e r ,  never  d iscussed  it wi th  him i n  t h e  f i e l d  o r  any-
where. 

MR MACCRATE : Well, I b e l i e v e  t h e  testimony from the people 
i n  headquarters-- this  was no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  you had go t t en  
i n  o r  t h a t  t h e  people,  whoever was accompanying Colonel 
HOLLADAY, had g o t t e n  i n  t o  see  General KOSTER, b u t  t h e r e  had 
been some reques t  t o  s e e  General KOSTER. 

I0: Had you planned t o  s e e  General  KOSTER f i r s t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  There aga in ,  this i s n '  t very c l e a r .  
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W e  went forward t h a t  day t o  see  a genera l  o f f i c e r .  I th ink  
t h a t  the  n igh t  before ,  when Colonel HOLLADAY s a i d  w e  were 
going o u t ,  it may have been t o  see General KOSTER, bu t  I 
c a n ' t  be sure .  Nothing s t i c k s  in  my mind t h a t  we were passed 
o f f  t o  someone of l e s s e r  importance o r  lower rank,  o t h e r  than  
f o r  an obvious reason. 

I0: Could you have been t o l d ,  i f  I can put  some 
thoughts i n  your mind--not i n  your mind, but  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  "General KOSTER i s n ' t  here .  He's a l ready gone." 

A.  T h a t ' s  t h e  t h i n g ,  s ir .  The reason we ended up--if 
we went t o  s e e  General KOSTER, and we saw General YOUNG, and 
t h a t ' s  who we d id  s e e ,  it was because of the  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  
e i t h e r  t h e r e  was a meeting of importance going on and General 
KOSTER was a l ready scheduled t o  a t t e n d ,  o r  he wasn' t the re .  
I t  was l o g i c a l  i n  my mind t h a t  we were speaking t o  General 
YOUNG. General YOUNG was t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r  who b a s i c a l l y  
monitored t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  123d. I f  we c o u l d n ' t  see  
General KOSTER and t h e r e  was a reason f o r  i t ,  and I assume 
t h e r e  w a s ,  then t h i s  was t h e  person t o  see .  

MR MACCRATE: Customarily such th ings  would be arranged 
through t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  j u s t  a s  a convenience. Do you 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of speaking with Colonel PARSON a t  
t h i s  time? 

A. Yes, s ir .  When we went in--I  c a n ' t  remember; t h e r e  
were s o  few times i n  d i v i s i o n .  I t  seemed l i k e  maybe on Sun-
days ' there  was a  morning b r i e f i n g .  Maybe s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s  
morning b r i e f i n g ,  w e  went i n  and we went t o  s e e  Colonel 
PARSON, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t o  see General KOSTER. A t  
our r e q u e s t ,  t he  co lone l  asked i f  t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  was 
important enough s o  t h a t  we wanted t o  see  the  genera l ,  and a s  
I r e c a l l  he s a i d  t o  w a i t .  We d i d  wa i t  around f o r  a few 
minutes,  and then he came back and s a i d  t h a t  the  genera l ,  
General KOSTER, wasn ' t  a v a i l a b l e .  General YOUNG i s  going t o  
t a l k  t o  you. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  th ink  t h a t  the  s u b j e c t  of our  
d i scuss ion  was t r u l y  brought t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel 
PARSON i n  any d e t a i l  except  t h a t  it was important--based on 
the  f a c t  t h a t  it was important .  I ' m  no t  r e a l ,  r e a l  c l e a r  on 
t h i s ,  sir.  

Q - One of t h e  c l e r k s  i n  the  o f f i c e  r e c a l l s  something 
about a complaint of a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t .  
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A. We may have s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  was--I j u s t  c a n ' t  re -
member how we went up and what explanat ion  we gave a s  t o  why 
w e  had t o  s e e  one of t h e  genera l  o f f i c e r s .  I ' m  s u r e  it wasn ' t :  
"Well, we've g o t  an a t r c z i t y  t o  r e p o r t , "  o r  something l i k e  
t h i s ,  but  a s  I r e c a l l  a l s o ,  we d i d n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l  with 
Colonel PARSON. But we had t o  see  Colonel PARSON i n  o rde r  t o  
g e t  t o  s e e  one of the  genera ls .  This was j u s t  s tandard  
procedure. 

I 0  : Did Colonel HOLLADAY ever  subsequently i n d i c a t e  
t o  you t h a t  he had informed Colonel PARSON of your d i scuss ion  
with him? 

A, No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember. Colonel PARSON'S name 
j u s t  doesn ' t - - jus t  d o e s n ' t  s t and  out  i n  my mind f o r  any rea-
son, o t h e r  than the  f a c t  t h a t  he was t h e  ch ie f  of k t a f f .  I 
d o n ' t  remember any s t o r i e s  about him o r  t o  him. I ' m  so r ry .  

Q You w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  headquar ters  u n t i l  17 
Apr i l .  Is t h a t  when you were s h o t  down? 

A. Yes, sir.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was it. 

Q e  Along about t h e  14th  o r  15 th ,  a long i n  t h e r e ,  d i d  
you hear t h a t  some VC propaganda had been rece ived  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  
Tu Cung and Co Luy on t h e  16th? 

A, NO, s ir .  

Q. Along i n  t h e  middle of March? 

A, NO, sir. 

Q . Did you hear  t h a t  a l e t t e r  had been rece ived  from 
Colonel TOAN, Commanding O f f i c e r ,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  which 
contained information t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  q u i t e  a l a r g e  number 
of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  

A. No, sir.  I d id  not .  I was not  aware of it. 

Q. None of t h i s  f i l t e r e d  down t o  you? 

A. No, sir.  
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COL FRANKLIN:  Th i s  is an u n r e l a t e d  q u e s t i o n ,  I ask  you,  
Major WATKE. KUBERT, a f t e r  he would l e a v e  your  van a t  D o t t i e ,  
he would c o l l e c t  t h e  forms your p i l o t s  would make up. This  is 
t h e  form t h a t  Captain  MOYS made. KUBERT would go up i n t o  
b a t t a l i o n  o p e r a t i o n s .  H e  would work u n t i l  about  midnigh t ,  and 
he would make up t h e s e  r e p o r t s ,  a copy of which would go up t o  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  a v i a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  and one t o  t h e  G 2 .  They w e r e  
k e p t  i n  a b i g ,  green notebook. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ,  t h i s  
r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s .  W e  had r e p o r t s ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  remember what 
w e  d i d  w i th  them. The r e p o r t s  t h a t  we rendered ,  o t h e r  t h a n  
I t h i n k  a monthly r e q u i r e d  r e p o r t ,  never l e f t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
a r e a .  I t h i n k  t h e  one you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h a t  goes forward 
is an i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  one had t o  do w i t h  j u s t  
expenditure; .  But eve ry  day--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  some a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  which 
l a te r  became s o r t  of a h i s t o r y .  

C*.. 
Y e s ,  s ir .  I never  knew what t o  do wi th  them a l l ,  L .A. P-!

because w e  made o u t  more than  most of t h e  people  d i d .  The u"; 
reason  I made o u t ,  o r  had people  make o u t  r e p o r t s ,  was t o  
a t t empt  t o  draw l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  o u t  of  t h e s e .  
And they  were b a s i c a l l y  in tended  f o r  in-house work, a s  opposed 
t o  e x t e r n a l  use ,  and it would h e l p  o u t  a l s o ,  i n  t h e  end,  f o r  
u n i t  h i s t o r y  and s o  on. P r i n c i p a l l y  I made every  p i l o t  make 
them o u t  s o  w e  could b u i l d  a d a t a  base  e a r l y .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  one on 16 March, t h a t  w a s  made o u t  
by KUBERT, i n  which he l i s t e d  100 t o  150 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  i n  
My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q .  Colonel  HOLLADAY never  r eques t ed  you o r  t h e  G 2  
t o  g e t  such a r e p o r t ?  

A. No, sir. I know t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s  of  t h e  body 
count  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 1 4 9 ,  we f e l t - - I  f e l t  w a s  one of two 
t h i n g s ,  e i t h e r  it was wrong, it wasn 't anywhere nea r  t h a t ,  o r  
i f  it was, a g r e a t  many of them w e r e  i nnocen t  women and c h i l d -
r e n  and men as opposed t o  be ing  r e s i s t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Q You c rashed  on 17 A p r i l .  How long  w e r e  you 
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unconscious, Major WATKE? 

A. Well, I r e a l l y  wasn ' t  unconscious, I guess. When 
I w a s  brought in--when t h e  crew--according t o  t h e  log--I was 
t o l d  they go t  i n  t h e r e  6 minutes a f t e r  I crashed,  t h e  i n f a n t r y ,  
and took me ou t .  W e l l ,  when they came t o  t h e  a i r p l a n e ,  I was 
conscious. I was p e r f e c t l y  coherent .  I was g iv ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  
complaining, g r i p i n g  about what they were doing and what they 
weren ' t  doing, and so on. I was p e r f e c t l y  normal i n  t h e i r  
minds. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  I was taken t o  the  hos-
p i t a l .  Colonel HOLLADAY maintains  t h a t  I t a l k e d  t o  him i n  t h e  
e n t r y  room before  they worked on me, and I was p e r f e c t l y  
coherent.  I d o n ' t  remember a b i t  of t h a t .  The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  
I can remember, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind anyway, 
is  Colonel GELLING coming t o  see me, and I can j u s t  remember 
see ing  h i s  face .  He came t o  see  me e i t h e r  t h e  next  day o r  2 
days l a t e r ,  and then I f i n a l l y  came out  of it. About 3 
days l a t e r ,  I was moved from t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  over t o  
j u s t  t h e  normal p a r t  of t h e  s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l .  I d o n ' t  remem-
ber  much of anything a t  a l l  while I was i n  i n t e n s i v e  ca re .  

Q Well, t h i s  must have been q u i t e  a t r aumat ic  
experience.  We have heard evidence t h a t  your p lane  was ready 
t o  explode, and you ordered rescuers  t o  leave ,  n o t  t o  en-
danger themselves t o  rescue you. Do you ever  have any Eea-
son t o  ques t ion  your memory, o r  t a l k  t o  doc to r s?  Do you have 
any t r o u b l e  on r e c a l l ?  

A .  No, sir.  I n  f a c t  I always thought I had a good me-
mory, and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  ques t ion  my memory now. I th ink  t h a t  
those t h i n g s  by l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  tape  t h a t  a r e  being brought 
back t o  m e  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  normal. I t  brought th ings  toge the r .  
The only t h i n g  t h a t  I ques t ion  about my memory--I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
t h ink  it i s  memory--I'm a b l e  t o  g ive  very l i t t l e  f a c t s  about 
the  k i l l i n g s  a t  My La i ,  and I th ink  t h e r e  is  a reason f o r  t h i s ,  
but  I d o n ' t  know what it is.  How can I remember? I ' v e  never 
seen these  l e t t e r s  t h a t  I presented ,  o r  anything e l s e ,  s i n c e  
the  day I wrote them, bu t  I remember a l l  t h e  v i s i t s  i n  q u i t e  
good d e t a i l ,  who I had spoken t o r  and s o  on. I remember t h e  
conf ron ta t ion  ou t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  But I d o n ' t  have d e t a i l s  about 
the  k i l l i n g s .  There a r e  th ings  my p i l o t s  r epor ted  t o  me; I 
d o n ' t  ques t ion  t h a t  they repor ted  them t o  me. I am convinced 
i n  my mind t h a t  I passed those on t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, 
and t o  the  o t h e r s .  There i s  r e a l l y  no g r e a t  doubt t h a t  
the  s t o r y  I t o l d  t o  one, I t o l d  t o  a l l ,  and they a l l  
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knew about t h e  k i l l i n g s  ou t  t h e r e .  But I c a n ' t  remember l a r g e  
numbers of k i l l i n g s .  I c a n ' t  remember see ing ,  f o r  ins t ance ,  
bodies  on the  ground. I ' v e  seen a l o t  of bodies  on t h e  ground. 
I ' v e  had my f a i r  s h a r e  over t h e r e ,  and I have seen these  th ings ,  
and I ' m  a p r e t t y  damn good man, d e s p i t e  what maybe is coming 
o u t  of t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  I th ink  subconsciously I 
bur ied  it, and I d o n ' t  know why. 

COL FRANKLIN: I have no f u r t h e r  ques t ions ,  s i r .  

10: You i n d i c a t e d  you were about 2 minutes with 
Colonel HENDERSON a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  people had l e f t ?  

A.  .Yes, sir. 

Q According t o  an e x t r a c t  from your C I D  testimony,
t h e r e  is  an i n d i c a t i o n  t h e r e  t h a t  you were--you s t a t e d  a t  one 
time t o  t h e  I G :  "Colonel HENDERSON, who conducted t h e  inves-
t i g a t i o n ,  put  me under oa th  a£t e r  General YOUNG l e f t .  " 
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A.  No, sir. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  going under o a t h ,  sir.  
I d o n ' t  now. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  having made t h i s  s ta tement?  

A .  No, because I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  ever  going under oath.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l ,  i f  you d i d  go under oa th ,  having
signed a  s ta tement  of any v a r i e t y ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any of your people,  even t h e  t h r e e  
t h a t  went up, d i d  they i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they had been put  
under oa th  o r  s igned a s ta tement? 

A.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o ,  s i r ,  because I spoke t o  them 
af te rwards .  I spoke t o  THOMPSON. 

Q You s e n t  t h r e e  people up t h e r e ,  and a s  I remember 
your previous testimony, you ind ica ted  t h a t  they went up, you 
thought ,  as  a group of t h r e e .  

A.  Yes, sir. 
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Q- But they  came back i n d i v i d u a l l y ?  

A. A t  l e a s t  M r .  THOMPSON came back b e f o r e  the o t h e r  
two. 

Q o  About how long ,  f i r s t ,  w a s  M r .  THOMPSON up t h e r e ,  a s  

you r e c a l l  now, and second,  how long  were a l l  t h r e e  o f  them up 

t h e r e  i n  t o t a l ?  


A* W e l l ,  I t h i n k  M r .  THOMPSON f o r  about  20  minutes .  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h e  o t h e r  two. I j u s t  c a n ' t  p u t  a t i m e  

a t  a l l  t o  t h a t .  


LTC BAUER: I j u s t  want t o  go over  one o r  two p o i n t s  h e r e ,  

r ecogn iz ing  now t h a t  you have changed your  t es t imony a t  t h i s  

t i m e  from what it was l a s t .  Throughout your p rev ious  t e s t i -  

mony, it has  been po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  you minimized what you 

a c t u a l l y  saw and what w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  you. I ' m  concerned 

about  what you r e p o r t e d  t o  Colonel  BARKER, and what you re-

p o r t e d  t o  General  YOUNG. You t o l d  u s  i n  g e n e r a l i t i e s .  Spe-

c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  when you l a s t  

d e s c r i b e d  it t o  u s ,  it was an amiable  meet ing,  r e l a t i v e l y  

speaking,  between two people .  Would you l i k e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  

your o r i g i n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  as you had 

r e l a t e d  it t o  u s?  A r e  t h e r e  any changes you would l i k e  t o  

make i n  t h a t ?  


A. W e l l ,  I wouldn ' t  say  t h a t  it w a s  amiable.  There 
wasn ' t  anybody swinging a t  anybody. I t  s t a r t e d  o u t ,  they  
went down and landed ,  t e l l i n g  him what was going on o u t  
i n  f r o n t  of him t h e r e ,  and t o  s t o p .  And t o  i n s u r e  t h e i r  s a f e -  
t y ,  he  was going t o  f l y  over  him. The i n d i v i d u a l  s a i d  "No. " 
A t  t h a t  p o i n t  it wasn ' t  amiable  any more. T h a t ' s  when he s a i d ,  
i n  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  he t hen  went up forward.  

Q. I ' m  n o t  concerned w i t h  t h e  a c t i o n s  of  what he 
p h y s i c a l l y  d i d .  For example, w e r e  there any t h r e a t s  exchanged? 

A. Yes, and t h a t ' s  what I t h i n k  has  been i n  my 
tes t imony.  That  s t a t emen t ,  " I f  I g e t  s h o t  wh i l e  I ' m  
o u t  i n  f r o n t  of you, t hen  I ' m  going t o  s h o o t  back , "  and t h i s  
i n  e s sence  was t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  Not t h e  t a l k ,  b u t  t h e  t h r e a t .  

Q . W e  h a v e n ' t  had t h a t  b e f o r e .  

A .  S i r ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I s a i d  t h i s  i n  p rev ious  tes t imony.  
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Q. Now t h e  o t h e r  bus ines s  you mentioned,  t h a t  you 
d i d  n o t  have any c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  o r  hea r  any conve r sa t ion ,  o r  
h e a r  of  bodies  i n  a d i t c h .  Did you h e a r  of  anybody s h o o t i n g  
i n t o  a  p i l e  of bod ie s?  It may n o t  have been i n  a d i t c h ?  

A. ,No, sir.  No occas ions  of po in tb l ank  f i r i n g .  I 
mean someone 5 f e e t  o u t  i n  f r o n t  of  you, o r  something l i k e  
t h i s .  No, sir.  

Q . A s  f a r  as your  meeting i n  t h e  morning, i n  t h e  TOC, 
w e  have had q u i t e  a b i t  of tes t imony on it, and I t h i n k  you 
should  a p p r e c i a t e  now t h a t  your tes t imony and many o t h e r  
p e o p l e ' s  h a s  been analyzed and compared, i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l ,  and 
w e  can r e c o n s t r u c t  p r e t t y  a s s u r e d l y  what t r a n s p i r e d  t h a t  
morning. Now, you 've  g o t  a l o t  of messages i n  t h e  van and 
people  i n  t h e  van who hea rd  them, and a s  a r e s u l t  people  re-
ac t ed .  We've had tes t imony t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  you went t o  t h e  
TOC, o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime you t a l k e d  t o  Task Force Barker  about  
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ,  was n o t  when you went up a f t e r  THOMPSON had 
spoken t o  you. Do you r e c a l l  making any phone c a l l s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Ta lk ing  t o  anybody? 

A. No, s i r .  I cannot  r e c a l l  knowledge of  k i l l i n g s ,  
po in tb l ank  k i l l i n g s ,  u n t i l  THOMPSON addressed m e .  Now, t h e r e  
w a s  something going on o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  t h i n g  
I d i d n ' t  g e t  answers t o .  I t r i e d  t o  and I j u s t  w a s n ' t  ge t -
t i n g  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  You'd h e a r  a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h i s ,  o r  a l i t t l e  
b i t  of t h a t .  You d i d n ' t  know what t h e  h e l l  w a s  r e a l l y  going on. 
Ai rp lanes  were l a n d i n g ,  and I d i d n ' t  know why a i r p l a n e s  were 
land ing .  I c o u l d n ' t  have gone, I d i d n ' t  have any reason  
t o  go forward.  I f  I did--no, I j u s t  d i d  n o t .  I was n o t  aware 
of  t h e s e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  u n t i l  THOMPSON came t o  m e .  I suspec t ed  
something, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know what. 

Q . A t  t h e  meet ing wi th  t h e  f i v e  people  on D o t t i e ,  on 
t h e  1 8 t h ,  do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s ?  I recognize  t h a t  w e ' r e  
d e a l i n g  i n  g e n e r a l i t i e s ,  and t h a t  is  a l l  you can r e c a l l ,  b u t  
do you remember any terms t h a t  were being used? The conf ron t -  
a t i o n  may have been i n i t i a l ,  b u t  w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  
t e r m s  you used.  "Unnecessary k i l l i n g s  ", " i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  
k i l l i n g s ; "  were t h e s e  terms used t h e r e ?  Were you t a l k i n g  about 
murder a t  t h a t  meeting? 
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A. I t h i n k  t h e  t e r m  " i n d i s c r i m i n a t e "  I used f r equen t -
l y ,  and I ' m  s u r e  I used "need le s s " .  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e  word 
"murder" was used,  b u t  " i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  shoo t ing"  2nd "unneces-
sa ry .  " 

Q- T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  now, you have made some c o r r e c t i o n s  
i n  your tes t imony.  I t  i s  s t i l l  n o t  i n  agreement w i t h  
what o t h e r . p e o p l e  have s a i d .  You are t a l k i n g  about  20 
t o  30 people .  Tha t?  a l o t  of  people ,  b u t  everybody e l s e  
was t a l k i n g  about  a l o t  more, and they  were u s i n g  t e r m s  
such as murder. I wondering i f  t h i s  f e e l i n g  of t h e  magnitude 
of t h i s  t h i n g ,  was expressed  a t  t h e  meeting wi th  t h e  f i v e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  I t h i n k  everybody l e f t - - I  was under 
t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  more t han  one person  who was 
k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  I mean t h e  problem wasn ' t  whether  t h e r e  
was one person  who w a s  s h o t ,  and t h a t  by a c c i d e n t ;  b u t  t h e  
numbers--no. Like I s a y ,  i n  my mind, I never--I  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
e v e r  having a l a r g e r  f i g u r e .  I may even have used  a h i g h e r  
f i g u r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q o  
 When you l e f t  t h e  meet ing,  you s t a t e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  
you f e l t  s u r e  i n  your  own mind t h a t  t h i s  m a t t e r  w a s  going t o  be  
r e so lved .  A t  t h i s  t ime ,  you had a f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  
of it. You f e l t  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  was r e a c t i n g  p r o p e r l y  t o  
t h i s  t h i n g ,  What d i d  you t h i n k  was going t o  happen t o  t h e  
people  involved?  You had an i d e a  of what t h e  cr ime was, some 
idea .  I f  you can p u t  some s o r t  of a judgment on it, what d i d  
you t h i n k  was going t o  happen? What d i d  you t h i n k  an appro- 
p r i a t e  a c t i o n  would be i f  they found t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  
were made by your  people  t o  be t r u e ?  

A. The b a t t a l i o n  commander would be r e l i e v e d .  Action 
would be taken .  I f e l t  t h e r e  was somebody on t h e  ground. I 
always f e l t  t h a t  t h e  company commander, he was t h e  commander 
o u t  t h e r e ,  and I thought  t h a t  he had been o u t  t o o  long.  
H e  had been th rough  t o o  much, was j u s t  b a t t l e  weary. He 
should  be removed from t h e r e .  I never  had any i d e a  t h a t  
t h e r e  would be c o u r t - m a r t i a l  charges  f o r  manslaughter .  I d i d n ' t  
th ink- - I  never  suspec t ed  t h a t  t h a t  would happen. I ' m  n o t  
s ay ing  I d i d n ' t  s u s p e c t  it s h o u l d n ' t  have happened, b u t  I 
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never  expected it t o  happen. I expected it t o  be q u i t e . a  
shakeup. 

I0 : I have j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more. You s t a t e d  on t h e  
12 th  of December: "When I r e f u e l e d  and g o t  back t o  t h e  TOC, 
t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  messages t h a t  had come i n  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  
problems between my people  and t h e  advancing ground t r o o p s . "  
Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. I t h i n k  t h e  s h i p s  had a l r e a d y  g o t t e n  o u t .  I d o n ' t  
remember what t h e  problems w e r e .  I t h i n k  I walked on up 
from t h e  r e f u e l i n g  area. I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  b u t  from t h e  t ime I l e f t ,  
I d o n ' t  know what I was doing.  I t  took me a w h i l e ,  anyway, 
t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  TOC, I d o n ' t  know whether I went ove r  and 
t a l k e d  t o  my people .  I would have had s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  t o  d i s -
cuss .  One was, p r i n c i p a l l y ,  t h e  l i t t l e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w e  con-
duc ted  o u r s e l v e s ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  demol i t i on  of  t h e  6 0 ' s  
and a l l .  A s  I say ,  t h e r e  was--I had no s u s p i c i o n s .  There 
was no th ing  unusual  t h a t  I w a s  aware of a t  t h e  t ime t h a t  I 
came i n  and g o t  o u t  of  t h e  a i r p l a n e ,  s o  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any g r e a t  
need f o r  m e  t o  g e t  up t o  t h e  van,  and I t h i n k  I spoke t o  sever -
a l  people  on my way up t o  t h e  van. And when I g o t  t h e r e ,  
t h e r e  were,  I t h i n k ,  a l r e a d y  some t r ansmis s ions  of an unusual  
n a t u r e  t h a t  a t  least a l e r t e d  t h e  people  i n  t h e r e .  From t h a t  
p o i n t  on,  we went through t h e  ep isode  of t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
what was t r a n s p i r i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

Q Well ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  up t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  
there could  have been as many as fou r .  There could  have been 
one, two, f o u r ,  o r  as many as f i v e  s e p a r a t e  l a n d i n g s  t o  t h e  
e a s t  of My La i ,  i nvo lv ing  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  of one form o r  
another  w i t h  t h e  ground t r o o p s .  

A. No, I never  have been r e a l l y  aware of  more than--
i n  my mind--more t h a n  one of t h e  guns l and ing  a t  one t i m e ,  and 
any more than  one of  t h e  2 3 ' s  l and ing  more than  twice. That  
i s ,  forward of t h e  t r o o p s .  I know t h a t  t hey  s h i f t e d  t r o o p s  
from one p o i n t  t o  y e t  ano the r  p o i n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  and then t h e  
23 made a f l i g h t  from t h e  f i e l d  t o  Quang Ngai. Maybe I d i d n ' t  
g e t  up t o  t h e  van f o r  a longe r  pe r iod  than  I thought .  

Q - You a r e  a long  way from having t h e  s t o r y  of  what 
happened. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I ' m  q u i t e  s h o r t  of t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  
o t h e r  people  have rendered ,  b u t  I don ' t - -
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Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Because the  s t o r y ,  j u s t  f o r  your 
own information,  because we know i n  d e t a i l  p r a c t i c a l l y  every- 
t h i n g  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d ,  i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  THOMPSON landed once, 
and had a  d i scuss ion  with a  co lored  s o l d i e r  concerning people 
t h a t  were wounded, q u i t e  a l a r g e  number, and some t h a t  were 
k i l l e d ,  dead people. He then landed a second t ime,  and had 
t h i s  confronta t ion .  And one t h i n g  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  ask you 
i s ,  when he explained t h i s  conf ron ta t ion  with t h a t  group, i f  
he explained t h a t ,  i n  t e l l i n g  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  about t h i s  group, 
the  i n d i v i d u a l  s a i d :  "Yes, t h e  only way we could take  ca re  of 
them i s  t o  grenade them o u t  of t h e r e . "  This comes o u t  loud and 
c l e a r ,  and t h i s  is  where the  r e a l  crunch i s ,  t h e  r e a l  confron- 
t a t i o n ,  and it i s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  THOMPSON goes and g e t s  t h e  
people out .  

A. Well, t h a t  s t o r y  was t o l d  t o  me, b u t  I d o n ' t  re-
member anything about the  colored  s o l d i e r .  I remember one 
time t h a t  he landed, and t h a t  was t h e  conf ron ta t ion ,  and I 
d o n ' t  remember an i tem about t h e  throwing of t h e  grenade. 
"The only way t o  g e t  them i s  t o  throw grenades i n  t h e r e . "  

Q. "Grenade them o u t  of t h e r e . "  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q. He landed a t h i r d  time a f t e r  t h a t ,  and it was a t  
t h i s  time t h a t  he picked up t h e  wounded .boy and took him t o  
t h e  h o s p i t a l .  But a t  the  conf ron ta t ion  p o i n t  he brought i n  
a gunship, which made two t r i p s  t o  hau l  c i v i l i a n s ,  n o t  t roops .  

A. No. They were c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  they moved, yes ,  s i r .  

Q. To move t h e  c i v i l i a n s  back t o  t h e  west.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  r e a r  of where t h e  t roops  had a l -  
ready progressed,  out  of the  a r e a  where they would be i n  any 
con tac t .  I ' m  s u r e  t h i s  was re layed t o  me, b u t ,  s i r ,  I can ' t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I remember one s t a t ement ,  and t h i s  
i s  one of t h i n g s  t h a t  has been hanging wi th  me, t h a t  you s a i d  
when you were asked about how you f e l t  about these  a l l e g a t i o n s  
and what t h e  impl ica t ions  of them might be,  which d i d n ' t  f i t  
i n  wi th  your s t o r y  a t  a l l .  It does b e t t e r  today, bu t  it d i d n ' t  
then. You s a i d ,  " I t  would be a black day f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
no doubt about t h a t . "  Major WATKE, I ' l l  g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  
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t o  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  a sk ,  o r  i f  you 
would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  record .  

A .  I r e g r e t  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r e l a y  a t  a l l ,  I gues s ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  I ' v e  always been aware t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  people  k i l l e d .  
But I never  have been aware t h a t  t h e r e  were l a r g e  numbers. I 
thought  i n ' t h e  rea lm o f  15. I w a s  never  aware,  a t  l e a s t  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  now, t h a t  t h e r e  were 50, 75, o r  1 0 0  people  k i l l e d ,  and 
t h e y  ve ry  w e l l  may have been. I very w e l l  may have remembered 
it then .  I ' m  s o r r y  t h a t  I l e f t - - I  always s a i d  "wounded", and 
it was e r roneous .  I ' v e  always known t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some 
people  k i l l e d  o u t  t h e r e .  I h a v e n ' t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o r  knowingly, 
r e a l l y ,  I guess ,  l i e d  be fo re  t h e  committee. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have 
t o  s a y ,  sir.  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess a t  t h i s  t i m e .  Thank you, 
ve ry  much. 

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1741 h o u r s ,  10 February 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WILSON, Clyde P. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Executive O f f i c e r  of 
Aero-scout Company, 1 23d Aviation Ba t t a l i on .  

1. THE ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
The wi tness  d id  no t  f l y  on the  day of t h e  My Lai 

opera t ion  (pg. 2)  . 
2.  KNOWZEDGE ABOUT THE OPERATION. 

When t h e  aero-scouts re turned  on t h e  16th  t h e  
main t o p i c  of conversat ion was what had happened i n  My Lai 
(pg. 2 ) .  WILSON received most of h i s  information from 
Captain SABRE who was a pla toon l eade r  (pg. 3 ) .  He d i d  
no t  r e c o l l e c t  speaking t o  THOMPSON o r  h i s  crew about 
it (pgs. 4 ,  11). SABRE and t h e  o t h e r s  t o l d  him t h a t  
THOMPSON had seen people being sho t  and k i l l e d  and had 
landed t o  evacuate some k i d s  hiding near  a d i t c h  (pgs. 4 ,  
6 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  t h i s  being repor ted  a s  a s e r i e s  of 
i n c i d e n t s  (pg. 5 ) .  A s  he understood it a l l  t h i s  occurred 
"continuously i n  one opera t ion"  (pg. 5 ) .  He was no t  t o l d  
how many c i v i l i a n s  were sho t  (pg. 5 ) .  While he knew t h a t  
THOMPSON s a i d  something t o  t h e  people on t h e  ground, he 
d id  no t  know of  o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r  landings  (pg. 6 ) .  He 
r e c a l l e d  no conversat ion about t h e  r e c e i p t  of h o s t i l e  
f i r e  (pg. 29) . H e  d i d  no t  know t h a t  THOMPSON had a blade 
s t r i k e  and leturned t o  Chu Lai  before  t h e  terminat ion of 
t h e  day 's  ope ra t ion  (pgs. 7, 8 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  nothing 
e l s e  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 7) . 
(WILSON) 1 SUM APP T-259 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

WILSON was aware t h a t  WATKE knew more about what 
had t r a n s p i r e d  a t  My Lai  than he d id  (pg. 9 ) .  However, 
he d id  no t  d i s cus s  t h e  i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f  wi th  WATKE a t  t h a t  
t i m e  (pg. 11). H e  knew t h a t  WATKE planned t o  t e l l  
Lieutenant Colonel HOLLADAY about what had occurred (pg .9) .  
WATKE was upse t  about it and he seemed i n  a rush t o  g e t  
t h e  information t o  HOLLADAY (pg. 1 2 ) .  WATKE l a t e r  t o l d  
WILSON t h a t  HOLLADAY wanted him t o  t ake  t h e  s t o r y  t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  meeting (pg. 1 0 ) .  The witness  thought t h i s  
occurred p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a f f  d i v i s i o n  meeting on 16 March 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  I n  any event  he f e l t  t h a t  WATKE had repor ted  
it t o  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 11). To WILSON'S knowledge WATKE never 
p u t  h i s  complaint i n  w r i t i n g  (pg. 31) . WILSON d i d  no t  
b e l i e v e  he and WATKE ever  discussed what was being done 
by anyone i n  h igher  a u t h o r i t y  (pg. 13)  . He knew nothing 
about WATKE t ak ing  h i s  s t o r y  t o  General YOUNG on t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  17 th  o r  t h e  meeting a t  LZ Do t t i e  on t h e  18th  
(pgs. 14-16). He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  WATKE t e l l i n g  him about r. 

anything t h a t  happened a t  t he se  meetings (pg. 1 6 ) .  L ,  . 

4.  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 
L.... 

WILSON heard nothing about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  
w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  (pgs. 20, 21)  . H e  saw no requirement for 
s ta tements  from aero-scout personnel  concerning t h e  mat te r  
(pg. 2 0 ) .  Had t h e r e  been typed s ta tements  he thought he 

would have known about it (pg. 20) .  He d id  no t  know i f  
t h e  matter was fo rgo t t en  a t  h igher  l e v e l s .  However, o t h e r  
problems consumed h i s  t i m e  and he r e c a l l e d  no more t a l k  
concerning it (pg. 21) . H e  heard nothing more about it 
a f t e r  he took command of  t he .  aero-scouts (pg. 22) . H e  knew 
of  no a t tempts  t o  q u i e t  people about t he  i n c i d e n t  o r  
suppress information (pg. 3 3 ) .  

5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Source of WILSON'S information.  

He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  speaking wi th  LIVINGSTON, LLOYD, 
WALKER o r  MOE about what they had witnessed over  t h e  
My L a i  ( 4 )  a rea  on t h e  16 th  (pgs. 4 ,  5 ) .  
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b .  Discuss ion  wi th  o t h e r s  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  became 
p u b l i c .  

H e  had spoken w i t h  no one from t h e  aero-scout  
u n i t  about  i t  s i n c e  he r e t u r n e d  from Vietnam (pg. . 7 )  . 

WATKE q u i e t s  meeting. 

WILSON r e c a l l e d  a s i t u a t i o n  fo l lowing  t h e  
16 March o p e r a t i o n  i n  which a l i e u t e n a n t  from a n o t h e r  
u n i t  was g i v i n g  a c l a s s  and one o f  t h e  men from t h e  
ae ro - scou t s  shouted  o u t ,  "Yeah what abou t  k i l l i n g  women 
and k i d s "  (pg. 1 7 ) .  WATKE g o t  up and s a i d  something l i k e ,  
" L e t ' s  have no more o f  t h a t  t a l k "  and hushed it up 
(pg. 1 7 ) .  WILSON d i d  n o t  i n t e r p r e t  WATKE's remarks a s  an 
i n s t r u c t i o n  n o t  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t  anymore 
(pgs.  1 9 ,  20) . Rather ,  he thought  it was an admonishment 
f o r  rudeness  (pg. 20) . 

Working r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Task Force Barker .  

There was a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Task Force Barker  i d t e r  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 1 ) .  
Neither Major CALHOUN nor  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  BARKER e v e r  
mentioned - t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  him (pg. 22) . 
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER -DESCRIPTION 

Paper fo r a w a r d  t o  
M- 42 ANDREOTTA-

Paper f o r  award t o  
mLEuRL--

Papers  t o r  awards t o  
THOMPSON 

- NOTES . 
r -- PAGESAward was ex- 1 
p e d i t e d  .because of  
7 1 2 - 


W i t  exp la ined  why 
I 27.28 

was g iven be fo r e  
MpSON's. They 

were awai t ing  eye  
v~nts.s. 
W i t  f e l t  s t a t emen t  
f o r  award aureed- 23-25 
wi th  f a c t s  a s  he 
knew them. H e  
s igned  t h e  s t a t e -
ments. H e  d i d  n o t  
know who made 
c o r r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
s t a tement .  
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1005 hours ,  28 January 
1970.) 

MR WEST: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing persons are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The  next  witness  is M r .  Clyde P. WILSON. 

(MR WILSON was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and 
res idence .  

A. I t ' s  Clyde Parker  WILSON. I ' m  a c i v i l  s e r v i c e  
a i r c r a f t  p i l o t ,  White Sands M i s s i l e  Range. My res idence  is 
2340 Union Avenue, Alarnogordo, New Mexico. 

MR WEST: M r .  WILSON, have you read  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57, which 
tel ls  t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose o f  our  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q J u s t  f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  were you a member of t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army on 1 6  March 1968? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. Fhat was your  grade and duty assignment a t  t h e  
time? 

A. I w a s  a major ,  and I was t h e  execut ive  o f f i c e r  
of t h e  aero-scout company, Company B ,  o f  t h e  123d Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  w i t h  duty s t a t i o n  a t  Chu La i .  

Q. What i s  your p r e s e n t  m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s ?  A r e  you 
r e t i r e d ?  

A. I ' m  r e t i r e d ,  sir.  

Q *  I n  t h e  grade of major? 
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A. Y e s .  

MR WEST: Colonel PATTERSON, w i l l  you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

LTC PATTERSON: Yes, sir.  W e  understand t h a t  you were assigned 
t o  Company B, 123d on 1 6  March, and you i n d i c a t e d  your p o s i t i o n  
was execut ive  o f f i c e r ?  

A. Executive o f f i c e r .  

Q. Do you happen t o  r e c a l l ,  o r  do you have any know-
ledge of f l y i n g ,  phys ica l ly  p i l o t i n g  an a i r c r a f t  on 16 March? 

A. No, I d i d  no t .  

Q You d i d  n o t  f l y ?  

A. I d i d  n o t .  

Q Have you confirmed t h i s ,  sir? 

'iA. I confirmed i t  by looking a t  my 759 f o r  t h a t  day. 
1 

. Q. The i n d i v i d u a l  f l i g h t  record?  

The i n d i v i d u a l  copy t h a t  I had. 

Q When was t h e  f i r s t  t ime a f t e r  16 March o r  on 16 
March t h a t  you heard of something occurr ing  on 16 March opera-
t i o n  t h a t  was ou t  of t h e  ord inary?  

A .  I heard i t  t h a t  n i g h t .  I say t h a t  n i g h t .  I mean 
a t  t h e  end of t h e  day, whatever t ime t h a t  might have been. The 
normal procedure t h e r e  was f o r  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  t o  t ake '  
t h e  combat por t ions  of t h e  company o u t  t h a t  day, which means 
our h e l i c o p t e r s  and t h e  crews p l u s  our  i n f a n t r y  platoon t h a t  
we had a i r  l i f t e d .  He c a r r i e d  them out  and we  opera ted  o u t  of 
LZ Dot t i e  o r  Quang Ngai C i ty  o r  any o t h e r  LZ o r  any o t h e r  place 
t h a t  we might have been working. My normal day involved s tay-
ing  back w i t h  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  and t h e  s i c k ,  lame, and l azy  back 
a t  the  home s t a t i o n .  I usua l ly  met t h e  u n i t  when they 'd  f l y  
i n  a t  n igh t .  They'd a l l  come i n t o  the  h e l i p o r t .  I was usual ly  
t h e r e  t o  s e e  what was going on,  met t h e  CO and t h i s ,  t h a t  and 
the  o t h e r .  When they  came i n  I heard about it a t  t h a t  time. 
That was t h e  main conversa t ion  a s  they came i n  t h a t  day t h a t  
people were t a l k i n g  about. I d i d  h e a r  from t h e  o t h e r  members 
t h a t  something out  of t h e  ord inary  had gone on. Most of t h e  
company was t a l k i n g  about i t  a t  t h a t  time. 
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Q- Well, i f  you can r e c a l l ,  a s  I understand,  you 
now went down t o  t h e  h e l i p o r t  t o  meet t h e  u n i t  a s  they 
came i n .  I assume t h a t  one of t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  you 
saw was perhaps t h e  commander of  t h e  u n i t ?  

A. Usually t h a t  was t h e  case .  I ' d  usua l ly  go t o  
h i s  s h i p .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h a t  day he  was a l i t t l e  l a t e  i n  
coming i n .  He d i d n ' t  come i n  wi th  them and I heard it from 
t h e  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  meantime wa i t ing  on him t o  come i n .  H e  
came i n  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  t h a t  day. 

Q - Who do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  f i r s t  coming back? 

A. Well, I thought about t h i s .  I t  seems t o  me l i k e  
I heard people t a l k i n g  without  anybody coming t o  me t o  t e l l  
me about it. D i f f e r e n t  people were t e l l i n g  d i f f e r e n t  people 
and I j u s t  heard  t h e  t a l k .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  Captain SABRE, who 
was a p la toon l e a d e r  t h e r e  of t h e  group probably t o l d  me more 
about it than 1 heard  from anybody e l s e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  way I 
remember t h a t .  

Q I see .  

A. I t  wasn ' t  anything o f f i c i a l .  I t  wasn ' t  t h a t  he 
was repor t ing  it t o  me as  such. That was normal, I ' d  go 
down t h e r e  and usual ly  somebody would t e l l  m e  what went on 
t h a t  day. We d i d n ' t  have contac t  w i t h  t h e  people i n  t h e  
f i e l d .  I heard  about it a t  t h a t  t ime. 

8 I b e l i e v e  t h i s  meeting between t h e  r e t u r n i n g  people
and yourse l f  occurred a t  Chu Lai?  

A. Chu Lai  h e l i p o r t .  

Q. Which is  where you s t ayed  on 1 6  March, a t  Chu Lai? 

A. Y e s .  

Q- Now, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Captain SABRE, d i d  you t a l k  
o r  do you r e c a l l  having any conversat ion d i r e c t l y  with anyone 
e l s e  t h a t  evening as they  a r r i v e d  back i n  from t h e  mission? 

A. W e l l ,  I spoke w i t h  Major WATKE l a t e r  on when he 
came i n ,  b u t  a t  t h a t  t ime I f e l t  t h a t  I had a l ready heard 
about it. W e  d i d n ' t  have much t o  s a y  about i t  when he g o t  i n .  

Q- Okay. 
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A. H e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t e l l  me any more about it. 
There wasn ' t  anything else t o  t e l l  me. I assumed t h a t  
I had heard  it. 

Q - A s  b e s t  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  then ,  can you t e l l  us 
what you d i d  h e a r  from Captain SABRE? 

A. W e l l ,  aga in ,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  Captain SABRE t o l d  
me a l l  t h i s .  Everybody was t a l k i n g  about it. Tha t ' s  t h e  
only person t h a t  I can remember by name. I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y  
whether h e  t o l d  me a l l  t h i s ;  he probably d i d .  He probably 
t o l d  me i n  1 o r  2 minutes t h a t  supposedly t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
bunch of people being s h o t  and k i l l e d  ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
and t h a t  THOMPSON had seen  it. THOMPSON had t r i e d  t o  do some- 
th ing  about i t ,  and our  people a c t u a l l y  landed down t h e r e  t o  
h e l p  t h e s e  people o u t .  I t  was our  own people doing t h e  shoot- 
ing  of them and t h e r e  were women and c h i l d r e n  involved. 

Q - W e l l ,  okay, sir. I recognize,  now, w e  a r e  asking 
you t o  r e c a l l  some t i m e  ago b u t  can you r e c a l l  who was i n  t h i s  
group t h a t  you heard and perhaps t a l k e d  t o  b e s i d e s  Captain 
SABRE, whom you've mentioned? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  anyone else. You asked 
me be fo re  i f  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  THOMPSON. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k -  
i n g  t o  THOMPSON a t  a11 about it. 

Q - I ' m  a t tempting t o  h e l p  you r e c a l l  h e r e ,  s o  I ' m  go-
ing t o  throw o u t  some names of  people t h a t  it would seem l o g i c a l  
t h a t  you would t a l k  t o  be ing  i n  your p o s i t i o n  as  execut ive  
o f f i c e r .  I n  recognizing t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r i n g  it would seem 
more p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  commanders of  s e c t i o n s  might t a l k  t o  
you as  opposed t o  i n d i v i d u a l  warrant  o f f i c e r  p i l o t s .  What 
about Captain LIVINGSTON o r  Lieutenant  LIVINGSTON? 

A .  He was Lieutenant  LIVINGSTON a t  t h a t  time. H e  wasn't 
i n  any supervisory  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  time. I t h i n k  he  was a 
brand new p i l o t  then  f l y i n g  along a s  a c o p i l o t  i n  a gunship. I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

Q. How about LLOYD? Lieutenant  LLOYD? 

A .  Lieutenant  LLOYD was wi th  t h e  s c o u t  s e c t i o n .  I 
d o n ' t  know i f  he was o u t  t h e r e  o r  no t .  I d o n ' t  remember t a l k -  
i n g  t o  him about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l .  

Q - How about Lieutenant  WALKER? 
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A. was i n  charge of gunships.  Odds w e r e  t h a t  
he would have been out  t h e r e .  Most of  our  gun p i l o t s  were 
the re .  A l l  of  them a r e  n o t  ou t  on my given day. I d o n ' t  
remember. The same as  LIVINGSTON, he was a g r e n ~ J i e rp i l o t .  
I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  him--to any of them by name 
even though I may--

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Captain MOE? 

A. The same th ing .  I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q- A l l  r i g h t ,  with r e fe rence  t o  t h i s  conversa t ion  
t h a t  you had o r  you r e c a l l  having and n o t  knowing e x a c t l y  
t h e  source of t h e  information,  t h e r e  were apparent ly seve ra l  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you j u s t  r e l a t e d  t h a t  were covered i n  t h i s  
b r i e f  per iod  of t ime.  One, landing  t o  evacuate  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  
Can we i s o l a t e  o r  s e p a r a t e  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s ,  a s  you b e s t  r e -
c a l l ,  i n t o  how many i n c i d e n t s  you heard  about? O r  were those 
the  only two? 

A. No, s ir ,  I understand it all t o  happen a t  one time. 

Q* It was i n  one opera t ion?  

A. One opera t ion .  I t  a l l  occurred cont inuously i n  
one opera t ion .  

Q a 
A l l  r i g h t ,  d i d  you h e a r  about any of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  

as t o  how people were being s h o t  and by whom? 

A. W e l l ,  I heard by whom. The u n i t  on t h e  ground a t  
t h a t  time d i d n ' t  mean anything t o  me. I d i d n ' t  know who they 
were o r  anything l i k e  t h i s .  I j u s t  heard  them say it  was such 
and such a u n i t .  I n  o t h e r  words, they t o l d  me t h e  name of t h e  
u n i t .  Since then  I ' v e  r ead  i t  i n  t h e  paper .  

Q Y e s .  But i f  you r e c a l l ,  it was a ground u n i t  r a t h e r  
than ,  s a y ,  any o t h e r  source of f i repower? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. As you r e c a l l ,  I understand. Okay, b u t  t h e r e  was 
a l o t  of  c i v i l i a n s .  Did you h e a r  about how many o r  j u s t  a 
l a r g e  number? 

A. No, s i r .  I don1t b e l i e v e  we would have had any 
way of  knowing t h a t .  
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Q. I understand. L e t ' s  ask about another  i n c i d e n t .  
You s a i d  t h e r e  was someone landed t o  evacuate .  Who, do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A. THOMPSON and h i s  crew landed. They're the  only 
ones t h a t  I know about. 

Q. THOMPSON and h i s  crew landed? 

A. Right . 
a- I s e e .  They landed t o  evacaute-- 

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I understand, some k i d s  t h a t  they 
had found h i d i n g  i n  a d i t c h  t h a t  were i n  t h e  pa th  of  t h e  t roops 
t h a t  were walking towards them. Tha t ' s  one t h i n g  I remember 
him saying  about i t ,  t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e i r  pa th  and he landed 
and g o t  some of them o u t .  

Q. A s  f a r  as you r e c a l l  t h e r e  was no o t h e r  landings 
by anyone? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember any t a l k  of  o t h e r  landings.  

Q. Ib you r e c a l l  hea r ing  any t a l k  about any i n c i d e n t s  
involv ing  a  conf ron ta t ion  between any members of  t h e  aero-
scou t  u n i t  and any of  t h e  ground f o r c e s ?  

A. I remember from t h a t  day t h a t  they s a i d  something 
t h a t  THOMPSON d i d  say something t o  t h e  people ,  and s i n c e  then  
I read it i n  t h e  paper t h a t  he  d i d ,  b u t  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  t h a t  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  16th? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Y e s ,  s i r .  Tha t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  then ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. When I say  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  16 th ,  t h e  reason I say 
t h a t  i s  as  f a r  a s  I know t h i s  t h i n g  was quickly  f o r g o t t e n  i n  
our  type u n i t .  From my personal  f e e l i n g  of i t  we  f o r g o t  it 
p r e t t y  quick ,  because problems became more impor tant  t o  us 
than  t h a t  one r i g h t  away. You d o n ' t  remember any one sit-
uat ion  too  long i n  t h a t  type of  u n i t .  

Q. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ?  Now, we've come 
up with t h r e e  of them. A conf ron ta t ion ,  an evacuat ion ,  and a 
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l a r g e  number of dead people. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  
a s soc ia ted  wi th  t h i s  opera t ion  t h a t  you can th ink  o f ?  

A. No. 

Q. Okay. This  conf ron ta t ion  t h a t  you r e c a l l ,  what 
was t h a t ?  What d i d  you g a t h e r  about i t ?  An important  a spec t  
of i t ?  

A. You're speaking of  between THOMPSON and t h e  peo-
p l e  on t h e  ground? 

Q. W e l l ,  whatever. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember anything being s a i d  about t h a t .  
' I read  i t  i n  t h e  paper and magazines, what they g o t  out  and 

t a l k e d  about.  T h a t ' s  what I now remember. I d o n ' t  remember 
them saying  anything about it a t  t h a t  t i m e  excep t  t h a t  THOMPSON 
d id  land  t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a l l  I remember. I d o n ' t  know who he 
t a lked  t o  o r  anything. 

Q. Was h i s  landing a p a r t  of t h e  evacuat ion? 

A. W e l l ,  I remember t h a t  h e  had landed where the  
t roops were, t h e  f r i e n d l y  t roops  t h a t  were on t h e  qround 
t h e r e .  

Q Now, - I would l i k e  j u s t  t o  i n s e r t  h e r e ,  and I don' t 
want t o  des t roy  t h e  time sequence of  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 1 6  
March, b u t  have you t a l k e d  wi th  any i n d i v i d u a l s  belonging 
t o  Company B of t h e  123d Aviat ion B a t t a t i o n  s i n c e  you re-
turned from Vietnam concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, sir.  I h a v e n ' t  seen  any of  them. I saw 
Major RECTOR up t h e r e  j u s t  a minute ago. When he  asked me 
was I CO a t  t h i s  t ime,  I s a i d  "No, I wasn ' t . "  

Q e  In  o t h e r  words, t h e  information t h a t  you a r e  
r e l a t i n g  h e r e  i s  you own r e c a l l  p lus  what you read? 

A. Plus  what I read  i n  magazines. I ' m  a f r a i d  I g o t  
more information t h e r e  than I d i d  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q. Yes, s i r .  Well, I ' d  l i k e  you t o  pu t  on a good 
th inking  h a t  r i g h t  now and s e e  i f  I can r e c a l l  something 
from you t h a t  you may n o t  have read  i n  t h e  newspapers. We 
have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  on 1 6  March M r .  THOMPSON had 
some t r o u b l e  wi th  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  and re tu rned  t o  Chu Lai 
before  t h e  te rminat ion  of t h e  day ' s  ope ra t ion .  
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A.  I d o n ' t  remember it. I t  happened q u i t e  a b i t ,  
you know. W e  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  f a r .  Where they ope ra t ed  wasn' t 

. t h a t  f a r  from Chu La i .  When ou r  s h i p  d i d  go down f o r  main-
tenance o r  t h e  r a d i o s  q u i t  working o r  some of  t h e  o t h e r  pro-
blems t h a t  come up,  they would r e l e a s e  them e a r l y  t o  come 
'back and t r y  t o  g e t  them worked on. I t  happened on numerous 
occas ions  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  day. 

Q 
had 
caus 

Okay, j u s t  a l i t t l e  more in fo rma t ion ,  then .  H e  
a b l ade  s t r i k e  and it became involved o p e r a t i o n a l l y  be-
e t h e r e  w a s  n o t  ano the r  s c o u t  s h i p  miss ion  ready i n  t h e  

morning of t h e  1 6 t h .  THOMPSON had t h e  on ly  one. The o t h e r  
one was down f o r  maintenance a t  Chu L a i  and LLOYD, a f t e r  

. hea r ing  about  t h i s  b l a d e  s t r i k e ,  had t o  g e t  t h a t  o t h e r  one 
down t o  Chu L a i  t o  assume t h e  miss ion from which THOMPSON 
was having t o  be r e l e a s e d  because of t h e  b l ade  s t r i k e .  A t  
LZ D o t t i e ,  THOMPSON'S s h i p  was T I  'd  and. c l e a r e d  f o r  a one-

, t ime f l i g h t  back t o  Chu La i .  This  would have occur red  i n  
t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  

A. S t i l l  d o e s n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  wi th  m e .  

Q The p o i n t  t h a t  I ' m  making is t h a t  I have assumed 
from t h e  o t h e r  tes t imony and o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e  
t o  us  t h a t  M r .  THOMPSON himse l f  a r r i v e d  back a t  Chu Lai  p r i o r  
t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  remainder of  t h e  u n i t  a r r i v e d  back a t  
Chu Lai .  The re fo re  M r .  THOLWSONwas i n  t h e  Chu L a i  a r e a  a t  
1400. I thought  t h i s  might have--inasmuch a s  he w a s  i n t i m a t e l y  
involved i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  h i s  p resence  i n  t h e  Chu L a i  company 
a r e a  f o r  t h e  ba lance  o f  t h e  a f t e rnoon  wh i l e  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was 
s t i l l  con t inu ing  might have--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  it sounds r ea sonab le  t h a t  he 
might have but--

Q . ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You can 't remember? 

A.  No, I c a n ' t  remember and, l i k e  I say ,  on some oc-
cas ions  as many a s  a t h i r d  up t o  a h a l f  of o u r  p i l o t s  would 
be back and no t  going o u t .  W e  d i d n ' t  have enough s h i p s  f o r  
everybody t o  f l y  and people  do g e t  days o f f  t h e r e .  They d i d n ' t  
go o u t ,  s o  t h e r e  was always some p i l o t s  back i n  t h e  u n i t  area 
p l u s  they would be back around t h e  hootches  and wherever they 
s tayed .  I w a s  i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. \ 
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R *  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  I thought perhaps you might 
have heard o r  rece ived  some i n k l i n g  o f  something ou t  of 
t h e  ordinary p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  they  a r r ived .  The u n i t  
a c t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  back a t  t h e  home s t a t i o n  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
evening. 

A .  W e l l ,  I th ink  I can remember t h a t  p o r t i o n  t h a t  
I d i d n ' t ,  because,  a s  I' r e c a l l ,  when I met t h e  u n i t  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  he l ipor t - -  

& * ( In terpos ing)  The f i r s t  t ime you heard  i t ?  

A. The f irst  time I heard  it .  

Q Okay. Do you remember whetfier M r .  THOMPSON went 0 

down t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h  you? 

A. No, sir.  I 'm s u r e  he  d idn '  t go down wi th  me. 

Q. Okay, then  back t o  what you heard.  We've i s o l a t e d  
those  i n c i d e n t s ,  and t h e  information a s  you b e s t  r e c a l l  is  t h a t  
these  Vietnamese people were being k i l l e d  by t h e  ground t roops  
as  opposed t o  o t h e r  means of f i r e  such a s  a r t i l l e r y ,  gunships,  
your organic  gunships? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  T h a t ' s  what was spoken o f .  

Q. Now, when Major WATKE came i n  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r ,  
what d i d  Major WATKE have t o  say t o  you? 

A. W e l l ,  when he came i n ,  he w a s  l a t e r .  We had one 
jeep i n  the u n i t  and of course I would t a k e  t h a t  down t o  g e t  
him. I was aware then  t h a t  he  knew more about it than  I d id  
and t h i s  t h a t  and t h e  o t h e r .  There w a s n ' t  anything f o r  me 
t o  b r i e f  him on, t o  t e l l  him about.  m a t e v e r  h e  had t o  do 
he went on about g e t t i n g  it done. I do know t h a t  he wanted 
t o  g e t  it t o  Colonel HOLLADAY, our  b a t t a l i o n  commander. 

Q. Major WATKE t o l d  you t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know whether he  t o l d  me t h a t  he was going 
t o  go t e l l  him. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  probably what he t o l d  me, t h a t  
he wanted t o  qo and s e e  Colonel HOLLADAY. That would have 
been t h e  t h i n g  and I know t h a t  he  d i d  t h a t  r i g h t  away. 

Q e  
 Hold it r i g h t  t h e r e ,  sir. You know t h a t  
he  d id  t h a t  r i g h t  away. Would you amplify t h a t  p lease?  
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A. Because I saw him again and he s a i d  t h a t  he had 
t o l d  him. Colonel HOLLADAY had t o l d  him t o  take  it up t o  
d i v i s i o n  headquarters  and t h a t  he was going up t o  the  d iv i -
s ion  s t a f f  meeting. 

Q Okay, now t h a t  conversat ion,  t h a t  he was going up 
t o  the  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  meeting and t o  take  it up t o  d i v i s i o n  
headquarters ,  t h i s  then occurred p r i o r  t o  the  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
meeting, i n  t ime, on 1 6  March? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. So you saw Major WATKE? 

A. Af te r  he saw Colonel HOLLADAY and he informed 
him t h a t  he was going up t o  the  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  meeting t h a t  
n igh t .  

QI Can you - f i x  - the t ime re fe rence  i n  here? L e t ' s  
see ,  the  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  meetings were usual ly  he ld  a t  what 
time? Did you ever  a t t e n d  one? 

A. I never a t tended one of them. He d i d n ' t  .a t tend 
many. He went t h a t  n igh t  because Colonel HOLLADAY t o l d  him 
too. We normally d i d n ' t  go t o  the  s t a f f  meetings. 

Q D o  you know whether he phys ica l ly  saw Colonel 
HOLLADAY o r  d id  he te lephone Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. I assume t h a t  he saw him. That 
was h i s  normal method of opera t ion .  

A.  He'd go s e e  him. 

Q. Was the  b a t t a l i o n  headquarters  r i g h t  handy t o  you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  I t  wouldn't  have been any problem t o  
have gone and .seen him. T h a t ' s  the  way WATKE l i k e d  t o  operate .  
H e . d i d n w twant t o  c a l l  anybody; he 'd  go do it. 

Q. So then Major WATKE, t o  the  b e s t  of your knowledge, 
went t o  the  d l v i s i o n  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  and then when he came back 
he t o l d  you t h a t  he had done what? 

A. . - I don'lt- r e c a l l  him coming back and t e l l i n g  me 
anything. I t  may have been t h a t  he came back l a t e r .  I 
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d o n ' t  know e v e n ' i f  I t a l k e d  t o  him t h a t  n i g h t  o r  n o t .  

Q. I see . .  A l l  r i g h t ,  s ir .  I j u s t  knew t h a t  he went 
. up t h e r e  t o  do it, and I b e l i e v e  he d i d n ' t  s ay  al lything o r  do 

anything d i f f e r e n t ,  say t h a t  he d idn '  t make it i n  t h e r e  o r  
anything l i k e  t h a t .  So I w a s  under t h e  assumption t h a t  he 
had taken  it up t h e r e  and r e p o r t e d  it t o  someone. Who? I 
have no i d e a .  

A .  Do you remember, now t o  go back t o  your  i n i t i a l  
meeting wi th  Major WATKE o r  t h e  one so f a r  t h a t  w e  can r e -

. c a l l ,  what Major WATKE s a i d  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  Did he cover  
e s s e n t i a l l y  what we had d i scussed  h e r e  as t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  
t h a t  occur red  du r ing  t h i s .  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  he t o l d  m e  any th ing  about  it. 
I had heard  t a l k  about  i t ,  and he was i n  a rush  s o  he d i d n ' t  
bo the r  g i v i n g  m e  any o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  about  i t .  I w a s  under 

3 t h e  impress ion t h a t  t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  he knew o r  t h a t  any 
of us knew was what THOMPSON and h i s  c r e w  w e r e  p u t t i n g  o u t .  

. I thought  t h a t  a l l  t h e  rest of us were j u s t  going under 
t h e  same hea r say ,  o r  rumors, o r  whatever you want t o  c a l l  it, 
of what they p u t  o u t .  There was no o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  o t h e r  
t han  t h a t  so. I d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  WATKE had any p e r s o n a l  know-
ledge o t h e r  t han  what t h i s  crew p u t  o u t .  ' 

Q Now, you've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was THOMPSON and 
I 

h i s  cre* p u t t i n g  o u t  t h i s  in format ion?  

- A .  'Well, I d o n ' t  rememljer t a l k i n g  t o  THOMPSON o r  
" h i s  crew, b u t  t h e  t h r e e  of them were a l l  i n  t h e  same l i t t l e  

o l d  s h i p  t h e r e ,  and they a l l  d i d  l a n d ,  and t h e  men g o t  o u t .  
I know t h a t  t h e  men were t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  men and t h i n g s  
l i k e .  t h a t ,  n o t  t h a t  I hea rd  them. I c a n ' t  say  that  I hea rd  
any of them t a l k i n g .  

Q. With t h e  one excep t ion  though, i f  THOMPSON, and 
h i s  s h i p ,  and h i s  crew came back t o  t h e  Chu La i  p r i o r  t o  

. t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  ba lance  of t h e  u n i t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day,  
t he  people  t h a t  would have been do ing  t h e  t a l k i n g  when you 

, were a t  t h e  h e l i p o r t  would n o t  have been THOMPSON and h i s  
crew. They would have been o t h e r  members of t h e  u n i t ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  It w a s  j u s t  g e n e r a l .  When some-
t h i n g  happens, something b i g  l i k e  t h a t  happens when we f i r s t  
become an o p e r a t i o n a l  u n i t ,  it was t h e  t a l k  of t h e  people ,  
of everybody. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  e i t h e r  of t h e  
t h r e e  crewmen. 
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Q. I j u s t  wanted i t  f o r  the record.  You j u s t  
heard t a l k ,  and you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  who it came from 
when you were a t  t h e  h e l i p o r t .  

A. That ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  exac t ly  r i g h t .  For ins t ance ,  
t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  were asked of me be fo re ,  d i d  anybody r e p o r t  
it t o  me? No, noboby made any k ind  of a r e p o r t .  It was j u s t  
t a l k  . 
Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. Nas Major WATKE upse t  about t h i s ?  

A. He seemed t o  be opposed t o  i t  and f e l t  t h a t  he 
had t o  do something. 

Q You s a i d  and you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  your t e s t i -
mony, t h a t  he was i n  a rush. 

A .  I would say so.  H e  wanted t o  g e t  t o  Colonel 
HOLLADAY a s  soon a s  poss ib le .  

Q. I see .  

A. AS soon as  p r a c t i c a l .  

Q. You had t h e  jeep  t h e r e  f o r  him? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  day b u t  t h a t  was t h e  nor-
mal a c t i v i t y  as  I d i d  b r i n g  t h e  jeep down, and we 'd go some-
where toge the r .  I f  he had something t o  do,  he would t ake  it 
and go. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him tak ing  you back t o  t h e  CP, 
and dropping you, and then  gett ing--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )No, sir. 

Q - Okay. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  Major WATKE then  
a f t e r  he  came back from d i v i s i o n  o r  back from h i s  meeting 
with Colonel HOLLADAY? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  We may have g o t t e n  t o g e t h e r  and 
worked on paper work o r  done something t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  n i g h t ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him i n d i c a t i n g  what d i r e c t i o n s ,  
f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i o n s ,  he received from any h igher  ind iv idua l?  
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A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he eve r  mentioned--I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  ever  t a l k e d  about what anybody h igher  had 
s a i d  o r  done. 

Q Did you hear  any more t a l k  about it on t h e  n igh t  
of the  16th? A t  the  bar?  I n  the  hootch? I 

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q Nothing s p e c i a l ?  

A.  Nothing s p e c i a l .  

Q I assume then you r e c a l l  t he  16 th  only i n  t h a t  
you r e c a l l  t hese  r e p o r t s  from someone and j u s t  know t h a t  it 
happened on t h e  16th? 

A. Right.  The d a t e  wouldn ' t  mean anything t o  m e  i f  
it hadn ' t  been brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  We d i d n ' t  have any 
records o r  anything l i k e - t h a t  which would have shown t h a t '  
something l i k e  t h a t  was repor ted .  

Q. The next  day, 17 March, do you r e c a l l  Major WATKE 
mentioning it o r  i n d i c a t i n g  any a c t i o n  on h i s  p a r t  w i t h  re-
ference t o  what he intended t o  do about t h i s  th ing?  

A. No. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s ,  but I c a n ' t  
he lp  bu t  t h i n k  about the  ques t ions  t h a t  have been asked of 
me, C I D  s ta tements  about t ak ing  THOMPSON down t h e r e .  I know 
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  do t h a t  because I hadn ' t - -a t  t h a t  t ime, I 

- hadn ' t  met Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON. I h a d n ' t  
landed a t  LZ Dot t i e ,  and I h a d n ' t  been on an opera t iona l  m i s -
s ion  with them even a t  t h i s  time. 

, Q- I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what Major WATKE 
s t a t e d  a t  t h e  t ime,  no t  you. 

A, Well, t h a t ' s  why I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  l ead  i n t o  t h i s .  
He very poss ib ly  would have done t h a t  and then  i f  t h e  ques-
t i o n s  were asked of me about de f in ing  it and a l l ,  I would 
have thought s u r e l y  t h a t  he d id  t h a t ,  b u t  it wasn ' t  repor ted  

- t o  m e ,  and I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  he d i d  it. 

Q. L e t ' s  see  now, 17 March. We have i n d i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  on t h i s  morning Colonel HOLLADAY and Major WATKE went . 

t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  t o  t a l k  t o  the  genera l ,  General 
YOUNG, a t  a meeting e a r l y  i n  the  morning, about 0 8 0 0 .  I 
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be l i eve  t h i s  was a Sunday. Not t h a t  t h a t  makes any g r e a t  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  Vietnam, bu t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t ime,  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  day according t o  our testimony and o t h e r  evi-
dence, they phys ica l ly  went. Major WATKE perhaps,  went 
back t o  b a t t a l i o n  headquarters  t o  pick up Colonel HOLLADAY, 
and they both went t o  d i v i s i o n  headquarters .  Do you r e c a l l  
anything about him going up t h e r e  t o  r e p o r t  t h i s  t h i n g  t o  
General YOUNG? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q We have i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  when they re tu rned  from 
t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  r e p o r t i n g  i n  t o  General YOUNG, t he  meeting as 
f a r  a s  THOMPSON and g e t t i n g  THOMPSON toge the r  t o  meet some-
one e l s e  was no t  y e t  planned. We a l s o  be l i eve  t h a t  perhaps 
the  dec i s ion  t o  go t o  d i v i s i o n  t o  t a l k  t o  General YOUNG was 
not  Major WATKE's b u t  was phoned t o  Major WATKE o r  d i r e c t e d  
t o  Major WATKE, from Colonel HOLLADAY perhaps,  very e a r l y  on 
the  morning of t h e  17th.  I n  o t h e r  words, Colonel HOLLADAY 
contacted Major WATKE on t h e  17th and s a i d ,  "You and I a r e  
going up t o  d i v i s i o n  and t a l k  . to  General YOUNG about t h i s  
th ing . "  I ' m  g iv ing  you these  f a c t s  i n  an at tempt  t o  he lp  
you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day and see  i f  you do r e c a l l  him 

. suddenly saying,  " I  've go t  t o  go t o  d i v i s i o n ;  we ' r e  going 
t o  t a l k  t o  General YOUNG about t h i s  t h i n g , "  which I would 
assume a commander would t e l l  h i s  execut ive o f f i c e r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  
where he is going t o  be and perhaps why. Do you r e c a l l  any 
of t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q. - We be l i eve  the  meeting with M r .  THOMPSON and 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  br igade  and d i v i s i o n  occurred on 18 arch, 
which i s  a Monday, a t  LZ Dot t i e .  We have reason t o  be l i eve  
t h a t  t h i s  was a f a i r l y  important meeting i f  f o r  no reason 
o t h e r  than t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  were p resen t .  We have had 
testimony t h a t  you a t tended t h a t  meeting. Do you r e c a l l  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  meeting? 

A .  No, s i r .  I d i d  n o t ,  You have my answer t o  
t h a t  ques t ion  of what I b e l i e v e  happened. Again, a t  t h a t  
d a t e  I h a d n ' t  been t o  LZ  Dot t i e  and h a d n ' t  met Colonel 
BARKER o r  I hadn ' t  met Colonel HENDERSON. I d i d n ' t  meet 
Colonel HENDERSON u n t i l  a f t e r  I commanded t h e  u n i t  which 
was t h e  following month. I d i d  go i n t o  LZ Dot t i e  a f t e r  
t h a t ,  but  a s  of t h a t  d a t e  I never even landed a t  LZ Dot t ie .  
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Normally I d i d n ' t  go ou t  w i t h  t h e  u n i t .  I d i d n ' t  go out  
with them very much a l l  t h e  t ime I was XO, very seldom, 
and I was n o t  t h e  one. I had t a l k e d  t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
on some o t h e r  occasions.  We met l a t e r  on and a l l  and on 
LZ Dot t i e ,  I had t a lked  t o  him a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q 9 I%t you had n o t  met Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. A s  of t h i s  d a t e  I had n o t  had occasion t o  meet him. 

Q. When were you assigned t o  B Company, 123d? 

A .  The l a s t  day o f  February t h a t  year .  

Q Did you know what Colonel HENDERSON'S p o s i t i o n  
was i n  t h e  br igade  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I knew him o r  no t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when he became br igade  commander? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a t  t h e  time you 
were assigned t o  B Company, 123d, Colonel HENDERSON was t h e  
execut ive  o f f i c e r  of t h e  b r igade ,  deputy commander. General 

' LIPSCOMB was t h e  br igade commander. On 15 March t h e r e  was a 
change of command ceremony about 0930 i n  t h e  morning i n  which 
Colonel HENDERSON assumed command of  t h e  br igade  from General 
LIPSCOMB and General LIPSCOMB departed.  This was 15 March. 
So, a s  b e s t  you can r e c a l l  t hen ,  from t h e  t ime you a r r i v e d  
i n  t h e  u n i t  u n t i l  some time a f t e r  you commanded t h e  u n i t ,  you 
d id  n o t  meet Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q You d i d  n o t  go t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A .  That 's r i g h t .  
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Q Do you r e c a l l  a s s i s t i n g  Major WATKE i n  a r r a n g i n g  
f o r  t h e  pe r sonne l  t o  go t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 18 March? Do you 
r e c a l l  any a c t i o n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  meeting t h a t  w a s  t o  
t a k e  p l a c e  on LZ D o t t i e  on 18  March? 

A.  .No, sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  concerning what 
t r a n s p i r e d  a t  t h a t  meeting? 

A.  I should .  

Q ~ a j o rWATKE, when he  r e t u r n e d ,  d i d  n o t  t e l l  you 
what had t r a n s p i r e d  up t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I d o n ' t  remember it. I d o n ' t  know. I 
d o n ' t  remember him t e l l i n g  me anyth ing  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e ,  
no. A s  I unders tand it ,  t h e r e  was some q u e s t i o n  whether he 
d i d  o r  n o t .  They s a i d  it was m e  t h a t  d i d  it, s o  I d o n ' t  
know i f  he was t h e  one.  I d o n ' t  even know i f  he took THOMPSON 
up t h e r e  o r  no t .  I ' m  j u s t  sugges t ing  t h a t  t h a t ' s  probably 
t h e  r ea son  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON might have mis taken my name 
as - - tha t  w e  d i d  meet, a s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e r e ,  b u t  
it was some t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r .  I ' m  j u s t  sugges t ing  t h a t  I d o n ' t  
know t h a t  Major WATKE d i d .  

Q W e l l ,  I f e e l  q u i t e  c o n f i d e n t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  had you
been a t  t h a t  meeting--and I ' m  a sk ing  you f o r  your  confidence--
had you been a t  t h a t  meeting which c o n s i s t e d  of General  YOUNG, 
Colonel  HENDERSON, and Colonel  HOLLADAY a s  a minimum t h a t  you 
perhaps  would have r e c a l l e d  it a f t e r  be ing  i n  count ry  about 
a month and a h a l f .  

A.  Yes, and I have t o  s ay  I d o n ' t  remcmber a l o t  of  
t h i n g s ,  b u t  t h e r e  wou ldn ' t  have been any q u e s t i o n  about t h a t .  
I would have known t h a t ,  and I know t h a t  I h a d n ' t  met any of  
t h e s e  gentlemen, and I h a d n ' t  been t o  LZ D o t t i e .  These I can 
say  wi thou t  any doubt.  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t hen  anyth ing  e l s e  concerning t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  on o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Task Force on 16 March 1968? 
Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  more about it o t h e r  t h a n  what 
you 've  i n d i c a t e d  h e r e  t h i s  morning? 

A.  No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  else except  what 
I read .  I d o n ' t  remember us t a l k i n g  about it i n  t h e  u n i t .  I 
d o n ' t  remember having any o t h e r  conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Major WATKE 
about  anyth ing  t h a t  happened l a t e r  on o r  f a i l e d  t o  happen. 
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Q- Do you r e c a l l  an o f f i c e r  coming down from d i v i s i o n ,  
a l i e u t e n a n t ,  and t a l k i n g  t o  B Company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- What was t h e  purpose of h i s  coming? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember. A s  I mentioned t h e r e ,  t h e  sub- 
j e c t  was unknown. I t  seemed l i k e  it was why we a r e  t h e r e  o r  
some kind of a mandatory s u b j e c t  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  d i d  have a 
company meeting. This was very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  I ' m  s u r e .  

Q- V e r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  16 March? 

A. A f t e r  t h e  16th ,  and he was going through a s p i e l ,  
saying what he had t o  say ,  r equ i red  s t a t ements ,  what have you. 
He wasn ' t  going over  anything t o o  good, and one of our  young 
infantrymen from t h e  aero-scouts ,  a e r i a l  i n f a n t r y  p la toon,  
c a l l e d  o u t  when he  made some statment--he c a l l e d  ou t  s i m i l a r  
t o  this: "Yeah, what about k i l l i n g  wornell and k i d s ? "  And I re-
member looking around t o  t r y  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  young fe l low 
t a l k i n g ,  and WATKE jumped up f i r s t  and addressed t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  
and made s ta tements  s i m i l a r  t o ,  " L e t ' s  have no more of  t h a t  
t a l k , "  o r  "That ' s  enough of t h a t  k ind  of t a l k ,  " something l i k e  
t h a t ,  and hushed it up. 

Q- Do you remember t h e  l i e u t e n a n t ' s  r e a c t i o n ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  he d i d n ' t  have any r e a c t i o n .  He 
j u s t  cont inued on wi th  h i s  speech. He d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  say any- 
t h i n g  a f t e r  Major WATKE had g o t  up and dressed  t h e  man down. 
He d idn '  t say anything l i k e  t h a t  o r  have any c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  
t o  t ake  o r  anything.  

Q- A s  I understand it, t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  gave t h i s  
c l a s s  was i n  f a c t  from d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  r a t h e r  than  bat-
t a l i o n  headquar ters?  

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  he was from d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  
I th ink  so ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember. He w a s n ' t  one of ourapeople.  
H e  w a s n ' t  from b a t t a l i o n .  

Q - He wasn ' t  from t h e  123d? 

A. No. 
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Q. Okay. Do you recall anything more about what he  
w a s  t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I ' m  a f r a i d  no t .  

Q - W a s  it about a 1-hour c l a s s ?  

A. I would say it w a s  1 hour o r  less, It wasn ' t  any 
more than  1hour.  I d o n ' t  recall. It wasn ' t  any longer  t h a n  
t h a t .  

Q. You f e e l  that  t h i s  w a s  a mandatory-training type  
c l a s s .  That it w a s  something that  t h e  t roops  had t o  have? 

A. It w a s  something w e  w e r e  r equ i red  t o  have, and 
t h a t ' s  why we had t h e  company t h e r e .  I remember, I c a n ' t  
t h i n k  of what he w a s  saying.  I guess I can say t h a t  b u t  I 
guess I remember t h a t ' s  why. W e  wouldn' t have had him t h e r e  
f o r  any o t h e r  reason i f  it w a s  j u s t  some voluntary  something. 
W e  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  have him t h e r e .  

Q. I was t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether i t  was mandatory 
on a cont inuing  b a s i s  o r  i t  was mandatory f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
reason on a one-time b a s i s .  

A .  Tha t ' s  t h e  way I would have suspected.  We had 
t h e  same c l a s s  aga in  whi le  I was t h e r e  s o  I t h i n k  i t  was j u s t  
something we were r equ i red  t o  have. 

Q- S i r ,  it would seem t o  me l o g i c a l  t h a t  t h e  planning 
f o r  t h i s  c l a s s ,  t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  c l a s s  was t o  be con-
ducted and perhaps t h e  s e t t i n g  up and assu r ing  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  
t roops  g o t  t h e  word would belong t o  t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  your-
s e l f ?  Do you r e c a l l  how you go t  t h i s  information t h a t  such a 
c l a s s  was t o  be conducted? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I would have n o t i f i e d  t h e  o f f i c e r  
l e a d e r s  t o  have t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  and n o t i f i e d  t h e  f i r s t  
s e rgean t .  

Q - But  from whom d i d  you g e t  the word? Where d id  
t h i s  l i e u t e n a n t  come from? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether we g o t  i t  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  
whether somebody c a l l e d  up and s a i d  we would have a c l a s s .  
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Q .  Did t h e s e  c l a s s e s  happen o f t e n ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  have c l a s s e s  l i k e  t h i s  very o f t e n .  A t  
t h i s  t i m e  anyway we used t o  have meetings q u i t e  o f t e n .  W e  
were a new u n i t ,  and a t  l e a s t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  N C O ' s  would 
meet t o g e t h e r  a t  n i g h t  q u i t e  a b i t .  But c l a s s e s  a s  such,  no, 
t h e r e  weren ' t  very many o f  them. 

Q. Would you then  d e s c r i b e  an o f f i c e r  from o u t s i d e  
of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  coming i n  t o  your u n i t  t o  g ive  a 1-hour lec-
t u r e  such as  you descr ibed ,  o r  approximately 1-hour l e c t u r e ,  
a s  be ing  o u t  of  t h e  o rd ina ry ,  unusual? 

A .  I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  r ead  i n t o  now what you might 
be suggest ing.  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  sugges t  anything,  sir .  

A. Well, t h e  only t h i n g  I ' m  th ink ing  of is could 
t h i s  have been a c l a s s  s e n t  down because of  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
o r  something, and i t  d i d n ' t  r i n g  a b e l l  w i t h m e .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h a t  t h a t  had anything t o  do wi th  it. 

Q While you were t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  and l a t e r  
commander, d i d  you have on many occas ions ,  o r  on any o t h e r  
occas ions ,  d i d  d i v i s i o n  send o f f i c e r s  down f o r  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  they  s e n t  people down t o  us t o  about mari-
juana either before  o r  a f t e r  t h a t .  I would guess  af terwards 
we had a mandatory c l a s s  on mari juana,  b u t  on a c l a s s  l i k e  
t h a t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o t h e r s  bes ides  t h e  mari juana one. 

Q- Perhaps whi le  you were t h e r e ,  e i t h e r  t h e  execut ive  
o f f i c e r  o r  company commander, i t  would have been upon two oc-
casions t h a t  somebody came down and conducted mandatory t r a i n -
i n g  i n  your u n i t ,  t h a t  i s  from o u t s i d e  of you u n i t ?  One was 
t h i s  occasion t h a t  we j u s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  and the  second one hav-
i n g  t o  do wi th  marijuana? 

A .  T h a t ' s  t h e  only two I ' v e  g o t  i n  my mind r i g h t  now. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  Would you say  t h a t  t h e  impl ica t ion  
you go t  from Major WATKE's admonishment of t h i s  man t h a t  hol-
l e r e d  ou t  t h i s ,  "What about women and chi ldren? ' '  o r  something 
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  would you say  t h i s  was an a t tempt  o r  could it be 
r e a d  a s  an a t tempt  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  involved i n  t h i s  meet-
ing  as  an i n s t r u c t i o n  n o t  t o  t a l k  about t h i s  t h i n g  any more? 
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A. No, sir.  I d i d n ' t  th ink  t h a t .  That d i d n ' t  oc-
c u r  t o  me a t  t h a t  t ime. I thought--at t h a t  t ime,  I thought 
he was j u s t  admonishing an e n l i s t e d  man f o r  rudeness t o  an 
o f f i c e r  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way I g o t  it. That would have been 
my reason f o r  saying  something i f  he h a d n ' t  b e a t  m e  t o  the 
punch. I d i d n ' t  g e t  it t h a t  he was t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  somebody 
no t  t o  t a l k  about it. 

Q - Do you recall hea r ing  any t a l k  about  an i n v e s t i -
ga t ion?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. concerning t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  anything about any w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t s  o r  any o t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  of any type? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Nothing came from b a t t a l i o n  t o  your company, ad-
minis t r a t i v e l y  , i n d i c a t i n g  a requirement f o r  s ta tements  o r  
any such t h i n g  from any of your people? 

A. I ' m  s u r e  it d i d n ' t  come down i n  w r i t i n g  o r  any-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t  because I would have seen it i f  it came down 
wi th  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t e l l i n g  Major WATKE t o  g e t  c e r t a i n  s t a t e -
ments from c e r t a i n  people.  H e  d i d n ' t  do i t  through me, and 
we d i d n ' t  g e t  them through me t o  type them o r  something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q- You would r e c a l l  had t h e r e  been s ta tements  obtained 
from such i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  M r .  THOMPSON? 

A. I f  we had g o t t e n  s ta tements  and typed them up and 
a l l ,  we would have handled them i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room, and I cer-
t a i n l y  would have had more reason t o  have remembered it and 
seen it, which d i d  n o t  occur.  I f  you make s ta tements  up a t  
d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  o r  something and t u r n  them i n  t h e r e ,  I 
wouldn't  have known it. 
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Q To t h e  b e s t  of your knowledge then  a s  I under-
s t a n d  it, you knew of no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  any r e p o r t  i n  
w r i t i n g  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  of 

. any s t a t e m e n t s  i n  w r i t i n g  o r  any th ing  w r i t t e n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  any type  of r e p o r t  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  a n a l y s i s  of  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A ,  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  -I never  s a w  anyth ing  on it and 
d o n ' t  remember h e a r i n g  anybody t a l k  about  anyth ing .  

Q. You never  heard anyth ing  about  i t ? ,  Am I c o r r e c t  
i n  assuming t h e n  t h a t  a f t e r  a few days ,  a f t e r  16 March t h e  
m a t t e r  was complete ly  f o r g o t t e n  a s  f a r  as you were concerned? 

A. Yes, s i r .  That is c o r r e c t .  I have no way of  
knowing whether  it was f o r g o t t e n  on a h i g h e r  l e v e l  o r  n o t ,  
b u t  i n  o u r  l e v e l  we had o t h e r  problems. W e  assumed n o t  t o  
t a l k  about  it a t  ou r  l e v e l .  

Q Did you hea r  any more t a l k  o r  d i d  anyone e l s e  
con t inue  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  any p e r i o d  of 
t i m e  a f t e r  16 March? 

A. Not i n  my presence .  Not t h a t  I heard  any o t h e r  
t a l k  about  it. 

? Did 'you  h e a r  t h a t  people  were t a l k i n g  about  it?.:, I recognize  t h i s  is hearsay .  

A.  NO, sir.  

Q.  What were t h e  r e l a t i o n s  a s  you unders tood them 
.between Task Force  Barker and your u n i t  a f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  
A f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 16 March? 

A. We had good r e l a t i o n s  wi th  them. Of cou r se ,  t h e  
ones we  s a w  p r i m a r i l y  were t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander and 
t h e  S 3 .  CALHOUN was one of them, and then  l a t e r  on he was XO 
of the b a t t a l i o n .  Then t h e r e  was" a n o t h e r  major t h e r e  who we 
worked wi th  q u i t e  a b i t .  

Q.  Task Force  Barker was d i s s o l v e d  on about  9 A p r i l ?  

A. Yes, sir.  Then a b a t t l i o n  took ove r  t h e  same a r e a  
t h e r e  and we worked with  t h a t  b a t t a l i o n ,  Colonel  A D K I N S '  b a t -
t a l i o n .  We had good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  t h e r e .  
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Q. The Task Force Barker s t a f f  while  it was i n  being? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. We would t a l k  t o  some people on t h e  
r ad io ,  t h e  ground u n i t s .  I ' m  speaking mostly now a f t e r  this, 
because t h a t ' s  when I w a s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  with them. W e  wouldn't 
see t h e  people on the  ground and w e  wouldn't  have eye-to-eye 
c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e m  except  t h a t  we were f l y i n g  over  them o r  some-
th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  Our main r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  wi th  the  b a t t a l i o n  
commander and t h e  S3 and poss ib ly  the  S2 and the  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
people t h e r e  t h a t  i n t e r r o g a t e d  p r i s o n e r s  and t h a t  s o r t  of 
s t u f f  a t  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  headquarters .  W e  had good relati 'ons 
with those people,  

Q. Major CALHOUN o r  Colonel MARKER never  mentioned t h i s  
t h i n g  t o  you o r  s a i d  anything about your people r e p o r t i n g  
wrongdoing o r  a l l e g e d  wrongdoing by t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  . 

A. Not' t o  me, bu t  see  the  f i rs t  few days a f t e r  t h i s  
I was ou t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  with the  u n i t .  Who would have 
seen me? 

Q. How about , a f t e r  you took command? 

A. Afte r  I took command I never heard t h e  s u b j e c t  
mentioned. I never heard t h i s  opera t ion  o r  t h i s  day o r  any-
th ing  mentioned. 

Q. You never heard of any of your people,  while  you 
were XO o r  while you were CO of t h e  u n i t ,  d i s c u s s i n g  any hard 
f e e l i n g s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  between the  two u n i t s  a s  a r e s u l t  of a , 

r e p o r t  t o  a genera l  o f f i c e r  i n  the  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

Q- To t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  .were t h e r e  any 
,awards produced by t h e  u n i t ,  Company B,  123d, a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t h i s  ac t ion?  

A.. Yes, s ir .  I remember t h a t  I processed these .  I 
saw the handwri t ten s ta tements  and a l l .  Major WATKE wanted 
t o  put them a l l  i n  f o r  a Bronze S t a r  f o r  va lo r  as  I r e c a l l .  

a - Wanted t o  pu t  i n  who? . 
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A. THOMPSON and h i s  crew f o r  a Bronze S t a r  f o r  v a l o r .  
: THOMPSON, I remember it had t o  be ,  wro te  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t emen t s  

for't h e  two e n l i s t e d  men. Then one of  them wrote  t h e  eye-
wi tnes s  f o r  him o f  what happened on t h e  ground,  and they s e n t  
t h e  recommendation f o r  awards up. I r e c a l l  t h e  two e n l i s t e d  
men g o t  p u t  i n  f o r  Bronze Stars f o r ' v a l o r  and t h a t  THOMPSON'S 
c o u l d n ' t  be a Bronze S t a r  because it was i n  a i r  a c t i o n ,  s o  it 
had t o  be something o t h e r  t han  a Bronze S t a r .  I t  was changed 
t o  a  D i s t i ngu i shed  F ly ing  Cross.  

Q Were you t h e  awards and d e c o r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  your  o t h e r  d u t i e s ?  

A .  I d e a l t  wi th  them q u i t e  a b i t ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q , Who p h y s i c a l l y  i n  t h e  u n i t  he lped  o r  d i r e c t e d  o r  
he lped  wi th  t h e  composit ion of  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h i s  wordage 
t h a t  goes on recommendations f o r  award? 

A. W e l l ,  I had something t o  do w i t h  them, of  course ,  
.and we would g e t  them typed i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  room. . W e  had an 
awards and d e c o r a t i o n s  c l e r k  i n  t he  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  we would 
go through.  

. . 

-.Q. W e l l ,  I ' m  wondering about ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  M r .  
THOMPSON'S DFC recommendation f o r  award. The s t a t emen t  o r  
t h e  m e r i t  p a r t  of  t h e  recommendation and t h e  c o n t e n t  of i t ,  
grammatical  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Did you do t h a t  do you r e c a l l  o r  
was t h i s  done by ano the r  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I mean w e  had s o  many of them. 
We handled numerous one. I d o n ' t  remember. I t  seems t o  m e  
t h a t  I do remember THOMPSON t u r n i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  hand-
w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  over  on t h e  two men and then  a s  I r e c a l l  w e  
g o t  one of t h e  men t o  make a s t a t e m e n t  o u t ,  an eyewitness  
s t a t emen t  f o r  THOMPSON, s o  w e  cou ld  p u t  him i n  f o r  an award t o o .  

Q S i r ,  I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-44 .  I t  
is a copy of t h e  recommendation f o r  d e c o r a t i o n  f o r  v a l o r  f o r  
Warrant O f f i c e r  Hugh THOMPSON. Before you t u r n  t h e  page t h e r e ,  
I would l i k e  t o  ask you i f  t h i s  n o t a t i o n  i n  t h e  upper r i g h t -
hand co rne r  means anyth ing  t o  you? The f i g u r e s ,  can you r ead  
it t h e r e ?  General  Order Number 3601, 1 J u l y ,  and t h e n  some 
type  of i n i t i a l ?  Does t h a t  mean anyth ing?  
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A. No. 

Q And now t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  s ir ,  i f  y o u ' l l  r e a d  it. 

(The wi tnes s  d i d  a s  d i r e c t e d . )  

.Can you recognize  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  i n  b lock  20, t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i n g  recommendation? 

A. S i r ,  t h a t ' s  mine. 

Q That  ' s your  s i g n a t u r e ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Then I can assume then  t h a t  you s igned  t h i s  re-
commendation? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  recommendation f o r  
award, does t h a t  ag ree  wi th  t h e  c i rcumstances  a s  you r e c a l l  
them f o r  t h e  a c t i o n  t h a t  occur red  on 16 March? 

-A. The q u e s t i o n  aga in  is what? Does t h i s ,  what I 
heard  back b e f o r e ,  agree?  

. A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h i s  is  more i n  d e t a i l  t han  t h e  way I 
heard eve ry th ing .  When I f i r s t  heard  it numbers and t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  involved .  This i s  what I heard  about .  

Q. The s t a t e m e n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  V i e t  Cong s n i p e r s  had 
been s p o t t e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of  advancing f r ien61y  elements .  Do 
you r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  i n  f a c t  h o s t i l e  f i r e  t h a t  day? 

A. I w a s n ' t  t h e r e ,  sir.  

Q. No, I unders tand  you w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  b u t  do you
r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t hey  were i n  f a c t  under f i - r e ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I h a d n ' t  heard .  I d o n ' t  remember if t h a t  
was brought  o u t ,  as f a r  a s  what I heard  a s  t o  whether  they  
were g e t t i n g  f i r e d  a t  o r  no t .  I was under t h e  impress ion  a t  
t h a t  t ime t h a t  they w e r e  i n  a h o t  a r e a .  
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Q You n o t i c e  t h e  d a t e  here  t h a t  you s igned t h i s  is  
2 May 1968. 

A. Right.  

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you t h e  proposed c i t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  award. You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  on t h i s  proposed c i t a t i o n  t h e r e  
a r e  some c o r r e c t i o n s  made. Do you have any i d e a  who made these  
co r rec t ions?  

A, Well,. I know they '  r e  no t  mine'. I know t h a t .  

Q. Do you have any i d e a  who "D.M. " i s ?  The i n i t i a l s  
i n  the  upper right-hand corner? 

\ 
A. Well,, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of the  c l e r k '  s name i n  
b a t t a l i o n  headquar ters  t h a t  handled t h i s  s t u f f ,  and of the  
o f f i c e r s  i n  the  u n i t .  We d i d n ' t  have anybody by t h a t ,  D.M. 

. .Q. \ With p a r t i c u l a r  r e fe rence ,  you s e e ,  t o  where the  
words "caught i n  the  in tense  c r o s s f i r e "  a r e  added here  which 
were no t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c i t a t i o n .  I ' m  assuming here  now t h a t  
whoever added those words was the  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  s igned "OK, 
D.M." t o  t h e  top  and was no t  the  o r i g i n a t o r ,  i n  t h i s  case.  
You do n o t  remember who D.M. was? 

A. No, sir.  I ' m  j u s t  th ink ing  of a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  
. names. We d i d n ' t  have anyone I r e c a l l .  We had a MOE but  h i s  

was T.M. I t  wouldn ' t  be D.M. We d i d n ' t  have any o f f i c e r s  
' t h a t  those i n i t i a l s  would f i t .  Nei ther  one of our  company 
c l e r k s  would have h a d . t h a t .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of the  ba t -
t a l i o n .  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of the  b a t t a l i o n  awards and decora t ions  
s p e c i a l i s t .  We had one of those up t h e r e  t h a t  phys ica l ly  d i d  
type s t u f f  on these .  I c a n ' t  t h ink  of h i s  name. 

' Q. With re fe rence  t o  the  d a t e  1 May, t h e r e  is  some 
correspondence here  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was a de lay ,  o r  the 
time delay was excessive and the  b a t t a l i o n  was quer ied  about 
it from d i v i s i o n .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  delay i n  answering t h i s  
correspondence? 

A. This correspondence r i n g s  a b e l l .  I t  seems t o  me 
l i k e  I had t o  w r i t e  t h i s  answer. I t  came from d i v i s i o n  t o  
b a t t a l i o n  asking b a t t a l i o n  f o r  t h e  reason f o r  de lay .  They i n  
t u r n  j u s t  handed it t o  us t o  g e t  an answer back, and I th ink  
I had t o  w r i t e  t h i s  answer and g ive  it back t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  
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headquarters .  They i n  t u r n  made the  indorsement a s  the  bat-
t a l i o n ' s ,  b u t  a s  I r e c a l l  those were my words. I remember 
them. 

Q D o  you r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  t h i s  and t h e  w r i t i n g  of  
t h i s  with Major WATKE? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Would any ind iv idua l?  For any reason,  w a s  t h i s  
delayed o t h e r  than  what is s t a t e d  the re?  

A. W e l l ,  probably the  reason f o r  a l l  ou r  de lay  was 
t h a t  w e  had s o  many awards and a l l .  Awards and decora t ions  
were always way behind. There was always a de lay .  We had 
the  same t h i n g  on o t h e r  awards. We were l a t e  on a l o t  of  them. 

Q When was the  dec i s ion  t o  recommend M r .  THO!IPSON 
f o r  DFC o r  t h e  Bronze S t a r  made i n  your u n i t ?  

A. I ' m  th ink ing  t h a t  I heard Major WATKE say something 
l i k e  t h i s  one t ime. It was r i g h t  af terwards.  F a i r l y  soon 
t h e r e a f t e r .  Maybe i f  we saw the  one on ANDREOTA and COLBURN 
we'd know. W e l l ,  maybe t h e  d a t e  would be a l i t t l e  b i t  behind, 
bu t  i f  they had a d a t e  on t h e r e  we would probably know. A s  I ,
r e c a l l ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  it happened e i t h e r  it was a d i f f i c u l t  
ope ra t ion  o r  Major WATXE was pushing awards. I t h i n k  it was 
p r e t t y  soon a f t e r  the  t h i n g  happened. 

Q. I n  o t h e r  words, a s  b e s t  you can r e c o l l e c t ,  he 
wanted THOMPSON t o  have an award j u s t  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  ind iv i -
duals  involved,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q No s e p a r a t i o n  o r  reason f o r  a . separa t ion?  

A. You mean no reason f o r  a delay between h i s  and the  
o the r s?  

Q Yes. 

A. No, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  know of any. 
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Q I would l i k e  t o  show you t h e  E x h i b i t  M-42, t h e  
recommendation f o r  t h e  award and t h e  accompanying paperwork 
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  S p e c i a l i s t  Four th  Class ANDREOTTA f o r  a Bronze 
S t a r  w i t h  V. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  d a t e  t h i s  award ;-as f o r -
warded and t h e  s i g n a t u r e  i n  b lock  number 20. 

A. W e l l ,  from j u s t  what you s a i d ,  I t h i n k  we t r i e d  
t o  answer t h a t  i n  t h a t  r e p l y .  A s  soon a s  t h i s  man g o t  k i l l e d ,  
t h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  somebody i n  t h i s  u n i t  g o t  k i l l e d ,  s o  
we  s t a r t e d  some p r i o r i t y  t ype .  of work f o r  a l l  t h e s e  o t h e r  
people .  

Q - ANDREOTTA w a s  k i l l e d  about  2 days p r i o r  t o  t h i s .  

The 8 t h ,  accord ing  t o  what I j u s t  r ead .  

Q Right .  And t h i s  one w a s  e x p e d i t e d  because it w a s  
a posthumous award I presume? 

A. Y e s .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  show you E x h i b i t  M-43, a recom-
mendation and t h e  accompanying documents f o r  t h e  Bronze S t a r  
w i t h  V f o r  COLBURN, S p e c i a l i s t  COLBURN. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
t h e  d a t e  on COLBURN, submi t ted  d a t e ,  i s  20 A p r i l  1968. COLBURN 
w a s  n o t  deceased.  

A. N o ,  sir .  

Q - Y e t  this award went i n  on 20 A p r i l  and approximately  
12 days l a t e r  i s  whqn M r .  THOMPSON'S award went i n .  Can you 

, e x p l a i n  how o r  why t h e  t ime d i f f e r e n t i a l  between COLBURN1s and 
Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON ' s award? 

A.  I can guess a reason .  THOMPSON made t h e  eyewitness  
a s t a t e m e n t s  on t h e s e  two men and t u r n e d  them i n .  Then on t h e  

1 8 t h ,  when something happened t o  ANOREOTTA and t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
g o t  b rought  back up, t h e s e  awards c a m e  back o u t  i n  t h e  open. 
They r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  an eyewi tness  s t a t e m e n t  on THOMPSON 
and a t  t h a t  t ime they went down and g o t  t h e  eyewi tness  s t a t e -
ment drawn up. I t  g o t  i n t o  t h e  m i l l  l a t e r  t han  t h e s e  two 

.. g o t  i n t o  t h e  m i l l .  
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Q - What you ' r e  saying then is  the  eyewitness s t a t e -
ment on THOMPSON, which is  .on Exh ib i t  M-44, w r i t t e n  by COLBURN, 
w a s  t he  holdup? . . 

Q That I s  what I w a s  saying,  - t h a t  indorsement. W e  
had t o  g e t  an eyewitness s ta tement  from COLBURN before  they 
could s t a r t  a c t i o n  on Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON. , 

Q DO you r e c a l l  any conversat ion between yourse l f  
and Major WATKE o r  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  M r .  
THOMPSON1s award o r  recommendation f o r  award and t h e  reasons 
f o r  p u t t i n g  him i n  f o r  it a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime? 

A, I ' d  have t o  say no. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  
him about an award s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  one purpose. W e  d i d  t a l k  
about awards f o r  d i f f e r e n t  people.  A t  t h a t  s t a g e  of the  game 
w e  were pushing it and he d i d  want t o ,  i f  t h e r e  was any doubt 
a t  a l l  about anything,  he d i d  want t o  pu t  people i n  f o r  awards. 
H e  made s ta tements  to  t h e  people t h a t  anytime anybody d i d  
something he would make s u r e  t h a t  they g o t  rewarded f o r  th ings  
l i k e  t h i s ,  s o  he d i d  push it. .Now, whether he and I t a l k e d  
about THOMPSON o r  a l l  t h r e e  of them t o g e t h e r  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
remember, 

Q. The ques t ion  n a t u r a l l y  a r i s e s  a s  you can s e e ,  sir. 
The t i m e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  t h r e e  awards f o r  t h e  same ac t ion .  
ANDREOTTA1s can be expla ined  because it was posthumous. How-
ever ,  t h e  dec i s ion  apparent ly  t o  pu t  these  t h r e e  ind iv idua l s  
i n  f o r  awards occurred a f t e r  ANDREOTTA's death because none of 
them were i n i t i a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  paperwork was no t  i n i t i a t e d ,  
p r i o r  t o  ANDREOTTA1s death.  Then a f t e r  ANDREOTTA's award was 
recommended, a t  some l a t e r  t ime, came. COLBURN, and then a t  even 
a l a t e r  time came THOMPSON. 

A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  ANDREOTTA's and COLBURN's were 
put  i n t o  t h e  m i l l  a t  t he  same time because I remember THOMPSON 
making a s ta tement  ou t .  Those went i n  toge the r ,  worded the  
same and a l l  t h a t .  Every award we e v e r  had t h e r e ,  no one ever  
got  t h e i r  awards on t ime o r  g o t  t h e i r  mer i tor ious  awards when 
they l e f t .  The indorsement back on t h a t  l e t t e r  asking why the 
delay exp la ins  a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  wasn ' t  an eyewitness s t a t e -
ment pu t  i n  on THOMPSON. By t a l k i n g  t o  COLBURN and f ind ing  
o u t ,  g e t t i n g  one from him, then  it was i n i t i a t e d .  

Q - Did you h e l p  M r .  THOMPSON make h i s  eyewitness 
s ta tement? 
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A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  I f e e l  s u r e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  though 
I might p o s s i b l y  have changed a word o r  something l i k e  t h a t  o r  
changed t h e  s p e l l i n g  of a word o r  something. 

Q You do n o t  r e c a l l  t h i s  i n s e r t i o n  o f ,  o r  t h e  
requirement  of  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f ,  t h e  words " i n t e n s e  c r o s s f i r e  " ?  

A'. No, s i r .  That  w a s  n o t  my w r i t i n g  on t h a t  one 
you showed m e .  That  wasn ' t  mine. I d o n ' t  know whose it was. 

Q 0 Do you r e c a l l  convers ing  w i t h  M r .  THOMPSON about 
h i s  s t a t emen t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was o r  was n o t  h o s t i l e  
f i r e  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You recal l  no c o n v e r s a t i o n s  wi th  anyone concerning
whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  was h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. No, s ir .  I wouldn ' t  have ques t ioned  anybody on 
L l a t .  I f  they  come back i n  o u t  of t h e  f i e l d  t a l k i n g  about 

' f i r e  o r  something,  I wouldn ' t  have ques t ioned  them about  it. 

.Q M r .  WILSON, you have r e c a l l e d  s e v e r a l  s p e c i f i c  
i n c i d e n t s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  16 March o p e r a t i o n .  The 
d i s c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  h e l i p o r t ,  your  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  Major WATKE , 
Major WATKE1s a c t i o n s ,  t a l k i n g  w i t h  Colonel  HOLLADAY and going 
t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  meeting.  You r e c a l l  i n  a s s o c i a t i n g ,  I 
presume, t h i s  i n t e r r u p t i o n  wi th  t h e  d i v i s i o n  speake r ,  t h e  
l i e u t e n a n t ,  a l l  of  v~hichappear t o  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a p a r t i -
c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  occur red  on 16 March. Can you t e l l  me 
why you a s s o c i a t e  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  Why they  s t u c k  i n  your 
mind? 

A.  I t  w a s  j u s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  had happened t o  me i n  my 
Army c a r e e r .  

Q- I n  o t h e r  words, this whole r e p o r t  and rumors t h a t  
you heard  concerning t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  of  16 March d i d n ' t  s t i c k  
w i th  you any more than  any o t h e r  t ype  a c t i o n  t h a t  occur red  
dur ing  your m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r ?  

A. W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  seem t o  have any b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t h i s  t han  I do of t h i n g s ,  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  have happened 
many y e a r s  b e f o r e  a s  f a r  as remembering any d e . t a i l s  o r  any th ing  
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l i k e  t h a t .  My r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of  Vietnam and t h e  two t o u r s  I 
was t h e r e  and th ings  t h a t  they  d i d  t o  u s ,  n o t  t h i n g s  t h a t  we 
supposedly d i d  t o  them, I d o n ' t  l o s e  any s l e e p  over  something 
l i k e  t h i s .  I th ink  I ' m  more concerned about t h e  t h i n g s  they  
d i d  t o  us and t h e  problems they caused us.  

Q. I assume from what you j u s t  s a i d ,  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
you heard  concerning a l a r g e  number of  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  k i l l e d ,  
t h e  conf ron ta t ion ,  d i d n ' t  lodge s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  your mind as  
be ing  something of some se r iousness?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I had t h e  same f e e l i n g  t h e  rest of  
them d id .  This  is n o t  r i g h t .  Our mission was t o  k i l l  people. 
A l l  t h e  t ime. Capture them, and k i l l  t h e m ,  and what have you. 
W e  didn ' t condone t h i s  from what it appeared t o  b e ,  from what 
it sounded l i k e  it w a s .  But it d i d n ' t  s t a y  wi th  me very long. 
I d o n ' t  remember r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  a day o r  s o  a f t e r .  I 
d o n ' t  remember hea r ing  of it o r  speaking of it o r  anything 
u n t i l  it made t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  h e r e  a month o r  s o  ago. It w a s  
nothing,  l i k e  I say.  I have worse memories than  t h a t  t o  th ink  
about s o  i t  d i d n ' t  bo the r  m e .  I wasn ' t  t he re .  I mean I d i d n ' t  
s e e  it. It was l a t e r  on when I heard about i t ,  s o  probably 
some of t h e  o t h e r s  may f e e l  s t r o n g e r  about it t h a n  m e .  It d idn ' t  
bother  m e .  

Q You d i d  n o t  t h i n k  then  t h a t  it was s t r a n g e  t h a t  
you never saw anything i n  w r i t i n g  o r  rece ived  any reques t s  
f o r  anything i n  w r i t i n g ,  a s  f a r  a s  a r e p o r t  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was concerned with r e fe rence  t o  the a l l e g a t i o n s  being made by 
members of your u n i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know. I can s t i l l  say again ,  I th ink  t h a t  
very s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  it was f o r g o t t e n  a s  f a r  a s  our  people 
were concerned. We had o t h e r  problems. I j u s t  d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  it had a l a s t i n g  memory t h e r e .  We were running day t o  day. 
We weren ' t  concerned about t h e  event .  

Q But you cons ider  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  were being 
made a g a i n s t  American s o l d i e r s ,  ground s o l d i e r s ,  k i l l i n g  civ-
i l i a n s  being s e r i o u s ?  

A .  I know you ' r e  asking me what d i d  I remember a t  
t h a t  t ime as t o  what I thought  about it. I was opposed t o  
what I heard and, s u r e ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  sound good. I t 's  been a 
long t ime s i n c e  I thought  about it. 
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9. I unders tand  t h a t .  I t  would seem t h a t  t h i s  would 
become a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n .  I n  a p o s i t i o n  such as you he ld  
i n  t h i s  u n i t  bo th  as execu t ive  o f f i c e r u a n d  subsequent ly  command-
i n g  o f f i c e r ,  an a l l ega t i . on  t h a t  American s o l d i e r s  had f i r e d  
upon o r  k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number o r  any c i v i l i a n s  i s  a very  s e r i o u s  
a l l e g a t i o n .  Then t h e  thought  comes up, and what we a r e  a t tempt-
i n g  t o  d i s c o v e r  i s ,  why w a s  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  n o t  fol lowed through 
o r  why was t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  ca se  of your  u n i t ,  no r e p o r t  made i n  

,w r i t i n g ?  Why were t h e r e  a p p a r e n t l y ,  accord ing  t o  your t es t imony,  
no s t a t emen t s  t aken  from t h e  people  making t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  
Can you e x p l a i n  any of t h e s e  o r  answer any of t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ?  

A .  No, sir. I c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  why somebody i n  h i g h e r  
headqua r t e r s  d i d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I c o u l d n ' t  even e x p l a i n  
my commander, Major WATXE, excep t  t h a t  he d i d  what I t h i n k  
he f e l t  he should .  H e  went t o  h i s  commander, h i s  nex t  i n  
t h e  cha in  of command, a s  soon a s  he g o t  i n .  From o t h e r  q u e s t -
i ons  and what I ga the red ,  he t o l d  everybody eve ry th ing  t h a t  
w a s  asked of  him. 

Q Did he e v e r  p u t  it i n  w r i t i n g ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, no. 

Q Did you e v e r  c o n s i d e r  recommending t o  him t h a t  he 
make t h i s  a matter of r eco rd  and p u t  it i n  w r i t i n g ?  

(Witness g ives  no response .  ) 

Did you f e e l  o r  do you now f e e l  t h a t  a p rope r  
course  of a c t i o n  would be t o  make t h i s  a m a t t e r  of r eco rd  and 
p u t  it i n t o  w r i t i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I guess I would have t o  answer your  q u e s t i o n ,  
y e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  I could a l s o  add o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  it. I d o n ' t  
say  t h a t  w e  d i d  t h i s  t ype  of t h i n g  every  day b u t  a lmost  eve ry  
day we were i n  t h a t  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s  f i g h t i n g  and k i l l i n g  and 
c a p t u r i n g  people .  P i ck ing  up everybody we cou ld ,  k i l l i n g  

. people .  I t  w a s  a bad a r e a .  

Q The f a c t ,  s i r ,  i s  t h a t  you d i d  i n  e f f e c t  p u t  i n  
w r i t i n g  k i l l i n g  of  VC, r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  and you p u t  it i n t o  a 
w r i t t e n  form i n  your d a i l y  r e p o r t s  through your b a t t a l i o n .  
You d i d  r e p o r t  d e t a i n e e s  t h a t  you cap tu red  o r  sna tched .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. My. ques t ion  i s  why d i d  you no t  r e p o r t  c i v i l i a n  
k i l l s  o r  Vietnamese n a t i o n a l s ?  Why were these  n0.t r epor ted  i n  
w r i t i n g ?  

A. Well, we  d idn '  t k i l l  them t h a t  day. Now, I don' t 
know, you probably have seen it, may have it ,  what our oper-
a t i o n a l  r e p o r t  showed f o r  t h a t  day. We had something t h a t  we 
made up f o r  our  d a i l y  r e p o r t ,  our opera t ions  o f f i c e r  made up. 
I d o n ' t  know what was i n  it. The only t i m e  I saw them, of 
course,  w a s  r e a l l y  a f t e r  I w a s  CO. I d i d n ' t  s e e  them a t  
a l l  a s  XO. I d o n ' t  know whether anything was p u t  i n  t h a t  day 
o r  no t ,  b u t  I usua l ly  d i d n ' t  do it. I t  wasn ' t  ou r  r e p o r t  t o  
make, about t h e  number of people k i l l e d  o r  captured t h a t  day. 
Major WATXE obviously f e l t  t h a t  he saw something t h a t  happened 
t h a t  wasn ' t  e x a c t l y  r i g h t  and he repor ted  it t o  everybody t h a t  
he was t o l d  t o .  I f e l t  t h a t  he d i d  a l l  he needed t o  do on it 
unless  they asked him t o  g e t  s ta tements  which may have happened, 
t h a t  I d o n ' t  know about.  There may have been some statements  
made. I don 't know. They didn 't come through us. They didn '  t 
come through t h e  o rde r ly  room i n  s ta tement  form. I d o n ' t  
t h ink  they d id .  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of them. I ' m  s u r e  I 
would have seen them and remembered more about it i f  I had 
seen s ta tements  on it. I f e e l  su re  we d i d n ' t  make any through 
the  chain of command on the  s ta tements ,  b u t  he may have made 
s tatements  a t  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  o r  Task Force Barker head-
q u a r t e r s .  There may have been s ta tements  made t h e r e  t h a t  -1 
don ' t know about. 

Q. But none t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  f a r  a s  you know i n  
Company B ,  123d by people t h a t  were making t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  
from whom the  a l l e g a t i o n s  o r i g i n a t e d ?  

A. That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q A s  f a r  as' you ' re  .concerned and as  f a r  a s  you can 
r e c a l l ,  was t h e r e  r e fe rence  t o  o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  anything 
f u r t h e r  concerning t h i s  inc iden t?  

A. No. 

', Q - You heard nothing more, saw nothing more a f t e r  
Major WATKE's r e p o r t  t h a t  you s t a t e  t h a t  he s a i d  he was going 
to.make t o  Colonel HOLLADAY? A s  f a r  a s  you a r e  concerned, 
t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  you can r e c a l l  about t h i s  i n c i d e n t  o r  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. Y e s .  

Q Do you know o f  any a t t empt  by any i n d i v i d u a l  t o  
suppress  t h e  i n fo rma t ion ,  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by Company B, 

'123d, o r  pe r sonne l  t h e r e o f ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  anyone a t  any t i m e  i n d i c a t i n g  t o  
you o r  t o  any member of your u n i t  i n  your  p resence  n o t  t o  
t a l k  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  . 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any such c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h a t  
someone was t o l d  n o t  t o  say  any more about  i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q I n  your  view w a s  t h e r e  any a t t empt  made by any
i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  your u n i t  o r  w i t h i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  

' t o  suppress  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  concern ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Task 
Force Barker  on o r  about  16 March 1968.? 

A .  No, s ir .  
on ly  a t  your  u n i t .  I 

Q. I would l i k e  t o  ask you f o r  an op in ion  t h e n ,  s i r .  
I recognize  t h a t  it i s  an op in ion .  Why do  you' t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s ,  
t he  a l l e g a t i o n s  of  16 March, w e r e  never  made a m a t t e r  of r e c o r d  
and a m a t t e r  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ? .  S t a r t i n g  on ly  a t  your u n i t .  I 
unders tand you c a n ' t  speak f o r  t h e  Americal .  What about  i n-

your u n i t ?  

-.A. W e l l ,  it i s  my opin ion  t h a t  my u n i t  d i d  a l l  t h a t  
was neces sa ry  t o  do,  t h a t  Major WATKE d i d  what he d i d .  

Q A v e r b a l  r e p o r t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I f e e l  t h a t  he d i d  it. H e  t o l d  what 
he heard  ou r  men had seen ,  and I f e l t  he d i d  what he needed 
t o  do. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was neces sa ry  t o  do any more. I t  
would have j u s t  been an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problem t o  have t r i e d  
t o  do any more on i t .  I f e l t  t h a t  he d i d  what was necessary  
and it w a s n ' t  up t o  him t o  t a k e  any a c t i o n .  He was j u s t  
pa s s ing  it on. I c a n ' t  speak f o r  anybody t h e r e a f t e r .  
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Q And you f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n s ,  a s  f a r  as your
people and anybody a s s o c i a t e d  with Company B of the  123d. 
w e r e  p roper  i n  c o r r e c t i n g  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

. . 
A. Y e s ,  sir. From what I know o f ,  only  THOMPSON and 
h i s  crew s a w  anything. Tha t ' s  a l l  I heard o f ,  know anything 

. ' about. Major WATKE took necessary a c t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  what he 
had heard t o  h i s  b a t t a l i o n  commander and I f e l t  t h a t  t h a t  was 
proper. 

WEST: M r .  WILSON, w e  c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming. 
Before w e  c l o s e  o u t  t h i s  hear ing ,  is  t h e r e  any s ta tement  you 
would l i k e  t o  make? Can you t h i n k  of anything t h a t  h a s n ' t  
been covered i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  might be h e l p f u l ?  

A. 
add. 

N o ,  sir,  I d o n ' t  know of anything t h a t  I could 

MR WEST: Okay, we  a p p r e c i a t e  your coming. W e  know t h a t  it 
w a s  a l o t  of  t roub le .  You've given us f a c t s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  
us put  t h e  puzzle  toge the r .  W e  are very g r a t e f u l .  

The hear-ing w i l l  be recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1143 hours ,  28  January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WITHAM, Robert W. CWO 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 16 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None. 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A Company, 123d 
Avia t ion ,  a s s i g n e d  a s  General  KOSTER1s C&C p i l o t .  

1. THE ASSAULT ON MY LAI.  

Warrant O f f i c e r  WITHAM d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  l and ing  
Genera l  KOSTER a t  LZ D o t t i e  a t  0935 on t h e  16 th  (pg. 4 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  remember an i n s t a n c e  i n  which L i e u t e n a n t  
Colonel  BARKER'S and Colonel  HENDERSON'S C&C s h i p s  were 
t h e r e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  he  was (pgs .  5 ,  23) . While h e  saw 
smoke i n  t h i s  a r e a  on one occas ion  h e  cou ld  n o t  r e l a t e  
i t  t o  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 1 ) .  There were a l o t  
o f  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e  (pg.  2 1 ) .  While 
he  d i d  n o t  remember s e e i n g  any H-23's on t h i s  occas ion ,  he  
saw gunships f i r i n g  (pg. 22) . H e  never  saw a l a r g e  
number o f  dead anytime he  f lew over  t h i s  a r e a  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  
d i d - n o t  remember KOSTER countermanding an o r d e r  o r  g i v i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  (pg. 2 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  v i s i t  of Genera l  DOLEMAN on t h e  
16 th  (pgs.  6 ,  1 3 ,  22, 31) . 
2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF REPORTS ABOUT THE INCIDENT. 

WITHAM heard  no th ing  abou t  a l o t  of  dead c i v i l i a n s  
when h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  123d Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  a f t e r  an  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  abou t  THOMPSON being 
u p s e t  about  a miss ion  (pg. 2 4 ) .  H e  never  heard  any th ing  
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abou t  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  25, 2 8 ) .  H e  knew of  no 
meeting o f  KOSTER, HENDERSON, and BARKER (pg. 2 6 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  remember KOSTER being u p s e t  about  any th ing  (pg. 2 7 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  s e e  any newspaper a r t i c l e s  abou t  t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n ,  and he knew no th ing  abou t  a l a r g e  body coun t  
t h a t  day(pgs .  27, 2 8 ) .  

3. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  KOSTER' s f l y i n g  h a b i t s .  

The g e n e r a l  normally c i r c l e d  every A 0  and t h i s  
was why t h e  w i t n e s s  was unable  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 ) .  They u s u a l l y  overf lew an  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  a n  a l t i t u d e  of 1500 t o  2000 f e e t  (pg .  8 ) .  They landed 
i n  a n  A0 once i n  awhi le  (pg. 8)  . 

b. Landins i n  a n  AO. 

WITHAM remembered an i n s t a n c e  i n  which he landed 
on a road i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  and KOSTER spoke 
t o  people  on t h e  ground (pgs.  1 4 ,  1 5 ) .  There was a body 
100 meters i n  f r o n t  of t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ( p g .  1 4 ) .  KOSTER 
was only  on t h e  ground two o r  t h r e e  minutes (pg. 18)  . 
Tnere was a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  t o  h i s  r e a r  on t h i s  occas ion  
(pg. 16) . The v i l l a g e  was n o t  smoking (pg. 20) . 

c .  S e a t i n g  arrangement.  

The w i t n e s s  exp la ined  t h e  s e a t i n g  arrangement  
on t h e  a i r c r a f t  (pgs.  19 ,  2 0 ) .  
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EXIIIBITS 

EXIIIBIT -NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 
his was n o t  t h e  

- ~ e r i a lpho to  of  My ~ a i  v i l l a g e  i n  which h e  15  
l anded .  

W i t  o r i e n t e d  on 
P-45 A e r i a l  pho to  o f  My ~ a i  pho to .  7 

-
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0921 hour s ,  1 6  February 
1970.) 


MR WEST: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Chief Warrant  O f f i c e r  Robert  
W. WITHAM. 

(CW2 WITHAM w a s  c a l l e d  as a  w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows : )  

W i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y  number, branch of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Rober t  W .  WITHAM,  CW2, , Army, Head-
q u a r t e r s  and S e r v i c e  Company, Tactics Department, F o r t  Rucker, 
Alabama. 

MR WEST: M r .  WITHAM, have you r ead  o u r  E x h i b i t  M-57 t h a t  
t e l l s  t h e  n a t u r e  and ,purpose o f  o u r  i n q u i r y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. D o  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  i t ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q. I unders tand  t h a t  you w e r e  on du ty  i n  South 
Vietnam on 16 March 1968? 

A .  ' Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- The d a t e  of  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  Colonel  
PATTERSON, would you l e a d  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

LTC PATTERSON: Y e s ,  s i r .  M r .  WITHAM, w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  occu r red  i n  t h e  t i m e  
frame of  mid-March 1968. Can you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  what 
your  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  and u n i t  of  ass ignment  w e r e  on 1 6  March 
1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  A h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  and I w e r e  a s s igned  
t o  f l y  General  KOSTER's a i r c r a f t .  
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Q - What w a s  your u n i t  of assignment? 

A. A m e r i c a 1  Divis ion.  

Q- Yes? 

A. .123d, A Company. 

Q A Company 123d Aviat ion B a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - And were you General KOSTER's r e g u l a r  C&C p i l o t ?  

A. Y e s ,  -s ir ,  

Q - How long have you had t h i s  duty? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember exac t ly .  I t  w a s  e i t h e r  January 
o r  February t h a t  I took over  t h e  job. 

Q - February 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q =  Did you f l y  t h e  s a m e  s h i p  o r  was it--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  One s h i p ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q - One s h i p  f o r  t h e  genera l  and d i d  they have it a l l  
f i x e d  up wi th  a console and--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir.  

Q Who d i d  t h e  genera l  usual ly  t ake  along wi th  him 
on h i s  f l i g h t s ?  

A. Captain ROBERTS, h i s  a ide .  H e  was always wi th  
him I ' d  say.  Sergeant  Major ROGERS rode along once i n  a  while .  

Q. Well, t o  a s s i s t  you i n  r e c a l l i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  p laces  
t h a t  you went on 1 6  March. I ' d  l i k e  t o  t r y  t o  b r i n g  you i n t o  
t h e  r e l a t i v e  t i m e  frame t h a t  we ' re  t a l k i n g  about.  On the  15th  
of March, a Fr iday ,  t h e r e  was a change of command ceremony 
a t  Duc Pho f o r  General LIPSCOMB, who was depar t ing  as t h e  
b r igade  commander. This occurred a t  0930 hours i n  t h e  morning, 
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and it was on t h e  he l ipad  a rea  t h e r e .  Do you r e c a l l  t ak ing  
General KOSTER down t h e r e ?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  say exac t ly ,  b u t  anytime t h e r e  was 
a change of command we were always t h e r e .  

Q - Did you know General LIPSCOMB? Had you seen 
General LIPSCOMB? 

A. I ' d  seen  him, yes ,  sir.  I heard t h e  name, 
t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  change of command 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no,  s i r ,  because t h e r e  was 
usual ly  q u i t e  a few of them. 

Q. A t  Duc Pho? 

A. No,. n o t  a t  Duc Pho. 

Q. This one was a t  Duc Pho. 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I r e a l i z e  t h a t .  

Q. And it was one of t h e  only changes of command 
a t  Duc Pho i n  sometime and i n  t h i s  per iod  as  f a r  a s  t h e  
br igade  was concerned. 

A. I 've g o t  a ques t ion .  Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  
genera ls  t h e r e ?  

Q General LIPSCOMB was the re .  

A. Any o t h e r s ?  

Q. I f e e l  conf ident  t h a t  General YOUNG was probably
t h e r e .  

He probably was. Any v i s i t i n g  genera l s?  

Not on the  15th  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

A. Well, I remember--I remember of a change they had 
t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was e i t h e r  a t h r e e  o r  f o u r - s t a r  
genera l .  T h a t ' s  t h e  one t h a t  I r e c a l l .  
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Q- That v i s i t e d  o r  was t h e r e  f o r  t h e  change of  
command? 

A. I b e l i e v e  s o  unless  I ' v e  g o t  another  one i n  my 
mind. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  change of command t h a t  you 
remember as be ing  i n  t h e  morning? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Okay. On t h e  16th  of March 1968 t h e r e  w a s  an 
opera t ion  be ing  conducted by Task Force Barker o u t  of  LZ 
D o t t i e ,  and it was t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  of LZ D o t t i e  o r  j u s t  
n o r t h  of t h e  Song T r a  Khuc o r  t h e  Quang Ngai River. 

A- Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you remember t a k i n g  t h e  genera l  down and 
o v e r f l y i n g  t h i s  a rea?  

A. W e  overflew t h e  a r e a ,  , b u t  I couldn 't say  
on a  c e r t a i n  da te .  

Q - W e l l ,  l e t ' s  s e e  i f  w e  can h e l p  you. Did you 
cal l  i n  when you were t a k i n g  t h e  genera l  in., adv i s ing  t h a t  
you were inbound t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. Usually Captain ROBERTS d i d  it. I f  I c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  a  hold  of them then ,  I ' d  do it on t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  sir.  

Q - But you know t h a t  they c a l l  i n  and t r a c k  h i s  
movement p r e t t y  we l l .  

A*  Yes, sir.  

Q - Arrange f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and o t h e r  th ings?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, t h i s  record  (Exhibi t  M-16) s t a t e s  t h a t  a t  
9:35 i n  t h e  morning General KOSTER a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Dot t ie .  and 
you probably landed a t  t h e  V I P  pad r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  TOCo 
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because on any given day we stopped 
t h e r e  q u i t e  o f t e n .  
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a* W e l l ,  now t h i s  was t h e  day. This  was a Sa turday ,
and t h i s  w a s  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  change o f  command. Colonel  
HENDERSON was t h e  new b r igade  commander. W e  have tes t imony 
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON was t h e r e  a t  LZ D o t t i e  
and perhaps  m e t  General  KOSTER a s  he a r r i v e d .  

A. Probably because t h a t g  s what it was done f o r .  

Q. W e l l ,  what I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s s o c i a t e  h e r e  i s  on 
t h i s  l i t t l e  helipad--and I ' m  s u r e  you can p i c t u r e  t h a t  
he l ipad - - the re  would have been ano the r  C & C  a i r c r a f t .  

A. Now, w e  had t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  w e  cou ld  
set  down a t .  W e  had r e f u e l i n g ,  a  road wi th  two pads ,  one 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  road.  

Q- Y e s .  

A. There w a s n ' t  room f o r  bo th  s h i p s  s o  t ha t - - I  
c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir.  

Q- I t  cou ld  a l s o  have been on t h i s  day when you 
landed about  9 :  35 t h a t  an MP j eep  r a t h e r  than  a normal 
t ype  j eep  came o u t  t o  p i c k  t h e  g e n e r a l  up, which might 
have seemed a l i t t l e  s t r a n g e .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q - Very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  a r r i v a l  on t h e  
1 6 t h  a t  9:35, accord ing  t o  t h e  l o g ,  t es t imony i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Colonel  BARKER'S C&C a i r c r a f t  came i n  and l anded ,  on ly  
momentarily, and dropped Colonel  BARKER off and then  depa r t ed .  
I t  had wounded on board.  H e r e  a r e  suddenly t h r e e  C&C a i r -
c r a f t ,  two s h u t  down, yours  and Colonel  HENDERSON'S s h i p ,  
which w a s  flown by M r .  COONEY o u t  of  t h e  174th?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q- But on t h i s  day,  t h e  1 6 t h ,  i s  when you had a 
v i s i t i n g  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  a l s o  a r r i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  
a r e t i r e d  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  he  was probably i n  uniform a t  t h i s  
t ime-- three  s t a r s ,  General  DOLEMAN was h i s  name. 

A. The name's f a m i l i a r .  

Q. H e  a r r i v e d  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  and i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  
r i g h t  a f t e r  lunch  sometime, you a l l  f l ew him down t o  LZ 
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Bronco a r r i v i n g  t h e r e  about  1510 hours  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon .  
You w e r e n ' t  t h e r e  ve ry  long.  The purpose was t o  p i c k  up 
Colonel  HENDERSON o r  t o  meet w i th  Colonel  HENDERSON. From 
t h e r e  t h e  p a r t y  probably i n  two he l i cop te r s - -your s ,  and 
M r .  COONEY' s  C & C  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON aboard--went on 
up t o  LZ D o t t i e .  General  DOLEMAN, some a i d e s ,  General  
KOSTER, Colonel  HENDERSON were t h e r e  a long  wi th  some o t h e r  
o f f i c e r s  who a11  a r r i v e d  a t  LZ D o t t i e  around 1645, r a t h e r  
%ate i n  t h e  day. There might have 'been  some though t s  
about  chbw and so  on because you s h u t  down t h e r e .  Colonel  
BARKER met them a t  t h e  h e l i p a d ,  and everybody went i n t o  
t h e  c a r .  Do you remember t h i s ?  Again, t h e  two h e l i c o p t e r s  
l a n d i n g  t h e r e  now on t h i s  one pad a l though n o t  unusual--

A. ( f n t e r p o e i a g )  No, s i r  that's not unuaual. 

Q But it would, of  c o u r s e ,  cause  a l i t t l e  more 
c a u t i o n  on your  p a r t ,  a t  l eas t  as f a r  as t h e  l a n d i n g  p a r t  
i s  concerned. Does any o f  t h i s  now recall  f a m i l i a r  t o  you? 

A. A l o t  o f  it sounds familiar because w e  d i d  it 
s o  o f t e n ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  

a .  Well,  a f t e r  t h i s  meeting a t  D o t t i e  you a l l  took 
o f f  about  1715. You w e r e  t h e r e  about  30 minutes o r  s o ,  and 
t h e n  General  KOSTER, and General  DOLEMAN, were t aken  back 
up t o  Chu L a i ,  and Colonel  HENDERSON and h i s  s h i p  went back 
on down t o  Duc Pho. 

A.  NO, sir,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q - What t ime d i d  you u s u a l l y  g e t  General  KOSTER back 
t o  Chu La i?  Didn' t h e  have a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  he  had t o  g e t  t o ?. . 

A. I t h i n k  he  u s u a l l y  h a d  one around 5 o ' c l o c k  hut I 
c o u l d n ' t  s w e a r  t o  t h a t .  I t h i n k  t h a t  somebody mentioned t h a t  
once,  b u t  u s u a l l y  I ' d  s ay 'we  w e r e  back between 4 ,  5 ,  o r  5: 30 .  

Q W e l l ,  on t h i s  day i t ' s  apparen t  t h a t  you a r r i v e d  
a t  Chu L a i  somewhere around 1730. How long  a f l i g h t  i s  it from 
D o t t i e  t o  Chu L a i ?  

A. 5 minutes  maybe, 7 minutes.  

Q *  - I f  you l e f t  a t  1715, you would have been back i n  
t h e r e  a t  1720, b u t  as b e s t  you can r e c a l l - - t h i s  b r i e f i n g  which 
u s u a l l y  went on a t  1700 would probably have been a l i t t l e  l a t e  
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t h i s  day. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  s a y i n g  we've g o t  t o  g e t  
go ing  o r  i n  any k i n d  o f  rush?  

A. No, sir.  He wasn ' t  one t o  l e a v e  i n  a rush ,  s i r ,  

n o t  t o  my knowledge anyway. 


Q* W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  a l l  w e  r e a i i y  know o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  General  KOSTER on t h e  1 6 t h ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  of  t i m e s  
i n  h e r e  t h a t  w e  would l i k e  t o  know where he  cou ld  have 
p o s s i b l y  been.  I t r a c e d  f o r  you a 9:35 a r r i v a l  a t  D o t t i e  i n  
t h e  morning, where he  s t a y e d  f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  
a pickup o f  a L ieu tenan t  General  DOLEMAN back a t  Chu L a i  
sometime a f t e r  lunch ,  1400 perhaps ,  and then  a f l i g h t  down t o  
Duc Pho l a n d i n g  a t  Bronco and back up t o  D o t t i e  and back i n t o  
Chu L a i .  T h i s  was a l l  du r ing  t h e  day t h a t  w e  f e e l  t h a t  pe r -  
haps t h e r e  was some o v e r f l y i n g  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e i n g  con-
duc ted  o u t  o f  LZ D o t t i e .  There had been a combat a s s a u l t  
going i n  i n  t h e  morning. Two r i f l e  companies had been 
a s s a u l t e d  i n t o  two s e p a r a t e  L Z ' s ,  beg inn ing  a t  7:30 i n  t h e  
morning. 

A - Where w e r e  t hey  a s s a u l t e d ?  

Q- They w e r e  a s s a u l t e d  i n t o ,  w e l l ,  where you s e e  t h e  

orange t h e r e  on t h e  map ( E x h i b i t  MAP-1). Of cou r se ,  t h i s  i s  

t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  t hey  worked w i t h ,  and h e r e ' s  D o t t i e  up 

he re .  One o f  t h e  a s s a u l t s  went i n t o  an a r e a  h e r e  j u s t  wes t  
o f  w h a t ' s  c a l l e d  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  map, and t h e  second LZ 
was ove r  h e r e  j u s t  t o  t h e  southwest  of  what some people  c a l l  
P i n k v i l l e ,  more p r o p e r l y ,  on t h e  map a t  l eas t ,  My L a i  (1). 
Here's t h e  Quang Ngai River  and Quang Ngai i t s e l f .  This  a r e a  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  H i l l  85, a pimple 
of  a h i l l  t h a t  had an o l d  o u t p o s t  up on t o p .  

A. Right .  

Q *  (Showing wi tnes s  E x h i b i t  P-45) This  i s  an a e r i a l  
s h o t  o f  My L a i ,  looking  from w e s t  t o  east.  The f i r s t  LZ was 
r i g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  Of cou r se ,  o u t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  
p i c t u r e  i s  t h e  China Sea. This  o p e r a t i o n  went o f f  a t  7:30 
i n  t h e  morning i n t o  t h e  LZ and about  8:15 t o  about 8:30 coming 
i n t o  an LZ o v e r  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  o f  P i n k v i l l e .  
Both of  them were preceded by a r t i l l e r y  p r e p s .  

A. I could  probably say  t h a t  a t  one t i m e  o r  o t h e r  we 
c i r c l e d  j u s t  about  every  p l a c e  i n  t h e  AO. T h a t ' s  why i t ' s  

.k ind  of  ha rd  t o  remember a c e r t a i n  d a t e  o r  a c e r t a i n  p l a c e .  
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Q Did t h e  g e n e r a l  l i k e  t o  go down and t a k e  a look 
a t  t h i n g s  t h a t  were going on? 

A. I t  seemed t o  m e  j u s t  f l y i n g .  I neve r  r e a l l y  
t a l k e d  t o  him much, b u t  he  k e p t  up on t h i n g s .  H e  w a s  an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  man. 

Q. Yeah, w e l l ,  d i d  you s t a y  a t  a l t i t u d e  or  does  
he  l i k e  t o  g e t  down on t h e ' d e c k ?  ' 

A.  No. H e  never  r e a l l y - -

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Never went down t o  g e t  a c l o s e  
look a t  t h i n g s ?  

A. Not r e a l l y  way down, no, u s u a l l y  1 ,500 .  feet ,  
which is, supposed t o  be  y o u r ,  small arms range.  W e  w e r e  
u s u a l l y  up around 1,500 t o  2,000 f e e t .  

a - Every once i n  a w h i l e ,  d i d n ' t  t h e  g e n e r a l  go 
o u t  and t a l k  t o  t h e  t r o o p s ?  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n .  I j u s t  mean h i s  normal course?  

A. Once i n  a wh i l e  w e  d i d  land .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  o f  a t i m e  where I though t  w e  landed o u t  i n  t h i s  area. 

Q Usual ly  t h i s  i s  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  which w a s  
s+:a t ioned h e r e  a t  Quang Ngai, and t h i s  a r e a  g e n e r a l l y  w a s  
open and f r e e  o f  t r o o p s  f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q *  And a s  f a r  as from an a v i a t o r ' s  s t a n d p o i n t ,  it w a s  
a good 1,500 f o o t  o v e r f l y  a t  l e a s t  un l e s s  t h e r e  w a s  t r o o p s  
on t h e  ground. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day which made it r a t h e r  
d i f f e r e n t  from most clays when you were going from Chu L a i  
down t o  Duc Pho o r  around i n  t h e  Americal,  t h i s  day t h e r e  
were i n  f a c t  t r o o p s  i n  h e r e  and an o p e r a t i o n  w a s  go ing  on. 
I t  was o n l y  t h e  second t i m e  t h a t  any t r o o p s  had been i n  
t h e r e  w h i l e  you were f l y i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l .  About t h e  23rd o f  
February t h e y  had an o p e r a t i b n  going i n  h e r e ,  a p r e t t y  good 
s i z e  o p e r a t i o n ,  and t h i s  w a s  t h e  second t i m e - -

A ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  23rd of  February? 

Q- Uh-huh, had some t r a c k s  down i n  t h e r e ,  APC's 
running around,  b u t  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March was t h e  second t i m e  
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du r ing  your  f l i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h a t  t h e r e  had a c t u a l l y  
been t r o o p s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Most o f  t h e  t i m e s  t h e y ' d  been 
working on through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1). 

A. I can remember a l i t t l e  f l y i n g  i n  h e r e .  I d o n ' t  

know i f  it was on March 16 th .  


. Q.- W e l l ,  what do you remember about  o v e r f l y i n g ?  

A .  I remember o r b i t i n g .  Of c o u r s e ,  I w a s  up 

f r o n t ,  and he u s u a l l y  wanted t o  s e e  what t h e  ground t r o o p s  

were do ing ,  see what was happening. 


Q- W e l l ,  were you tuned on t o  t h e  r a d i o s ?  Was he 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  what was going on? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q- W e l l ,  what w a s  t h e  u s u a l  r a d i o  se t -up  i n  your 
s h i p ?  

A. I c a n ' t  remember. Somebody had set  i t  up t o  c a l l  
t h e  TOC o r  maybe s e t  it up f o r  t h e  f i e l d .  I used my Fox- 
Mike f o r  a r t i l l e r y .  I mean you g e t  a r t i l l e r y  warnings ,  you 
know, and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q* What d i d  .you use t h e  UHF f o r ?  

A. Same t h i n g ,  because w e  had an a r t i l l e r y  C a r  S t a i r s  
a long  t h e  highway, r o u t e  1. D o t t i e  f i r i n g  and t h i n g s  l i k e  
t h i s .  A c t u a l l y  t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  bases  t h a t  were on a  Fox-
Mike b a s i s .  I had a c h a r t  made up. W e  c a l l e d  i n  t o  double- 
check C a r  S t a i r s ,  t o  make s u r e  t hey  w e r e n ' t  t h e r e .  

Q- Okay. They had a r t i l l e r y  i n  bo th  p l a c e s ,  d i d n ' t  

they?  D o t t i e  and Upt ight?  


A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- On t h i s  day a r t i l l e r y  was on ly  coming o u t  of 

Up t igh t ,  no a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  o u t  of  D o t t i e .  I t  w a s  on 

t a r g e t  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  nor th-south s i d e  o f  Upt igh t .  F i r s t  

a r t i l l e r y  w a s  f i r i n g  about  7:25 t o  7:30, second a r t i l l e r y  

somewhere around 8:11 t o  about  8:15. 


A. It might have been t h e  t i m e .  I remember one 

t i m e  o r b i t i n g  o v e r  t h e  wa te r  t h e r e .  
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( 1 s  Over here? 

A. I ' m  n o t  saying it was 1 6  March, b u t  I remember 

t h e  time we o r b i t e d  over  t h e  water  t o  s t a y  o f f  t h e  GT l i n e .  


Q - What were you doing. What was going on when you 
were o r b i t i n g  over  t h e  water?  

A .  I c o u l d n ' t  s e e  c i r c u l a r  i n  t h e  right-hand o r b i t .  

I was on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  


&. W e l l ,  d i d  somebody t e l l  you t o  o r b i t  over  t h e  
water? 

A. No. I j u s t  had t h e  gun l i n e .  

Q. How d i d  you g e t  d i r e c t i o n s  of where t o  go? Did 

t h e  genera l  t e l l  you where he wanted t o  go? 


A. Usually, yes ,  sir. 

Q. And d i d  he g ive  you map coordina tes  o r  how d i d  h e  
t e l l  you t h a t ,  when he climbed i n  t h e  s h i p  o r  when you climbed 
i n t o  t h e  sh ip?  How d i d  you know where t o  go? 

A. Captain ROBERTS would say Duc Pho, o r  D o t t i e ,  o r  

something l i k e  t h i s ,  o r  4 / 3 ,  o r  1/20, o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

H e  had no rou te .  


Q - A l l  r i g h t .  But on t h i s  day you went down i n  he re .  
Something more than t h a t  had t o  come ou t  than j u s t  Dot t i e ,  o r  
t h e  4 / 3 ,  o r  Task Force Barker? 

. -

A. Well, on something l i k e  t h a t ,  he might say down here  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  sou theas t .  Very seldom we used coordina tes .  
Usually he knew where he wanted t o  go, and sometimes he j u s t  
poin ted  t h e r e  and s a i d  go t h i s  way. I guess - h e ' d  f i n d  what was 
going on and s e t  up an o r b i t  o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

. Q - But on some day--and you don I t know when it was--you 
remember o r b i t i n g  over  t h i s  a rea?  

. . 

A. . Yes, s ir .  

Q? Did you s t a y  a t  a l t i t u d e ?  

A. I th ink  every t i m e .  We landed a t  Bronco t h a t  day. 
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Q - L a t e r  on i n  t h e  a f t e r - -  

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I made a landing  t h e r e .  

a - Do you remember landing  a t  Bronco i n  t h e  af ternoon? 

A. Not t h a t  c e r t a i n  day, b u t  I remember landing  a t  
Bronco. 

Q. But what about t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  t h e  day t h a t  you 
remember o r b i t i n g  o r  can r e c a l l  o r b i t i n g ?  Can you give me 
a genera l  t ime reference?  Was it morning, af ternoon? 

A. Well, going by your i t i n e r a r y  he re ,  it seemed t o  
me t h a t  we were working t h a t  a r e a  a l l  day. I ' m  n o t  going 
t o  swear t o  t h a t .  But on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day when something's 
going on l i k e  t h a t ,  going back and f o r t h  l i k e  we d i d ,  we were 
probably working t h e  a r e a  a l l  day. 

Q- What do you mean by "working t h e  a rea"?  

A. Most o r  a l o t  of t h e  days we might s t a r t  up a t  
t h e  nor thern  end and go a l l  t h e  way down t o  Duc Pho and 
back and f o r t h .  Stop a t  each p lace .  I d o n ' t  know when, 
b u t  it j u s t  seemed t h a t  way t o  me. 

Q. On t h i s  day t h e r e  were some s w i f t  boa t s  o f f  the  
coas t  o u t  he re .  The Navy had some s h i p s  t h a t  were r i g h t  o f f  
t h e  c o a s t .  Do you r e c a l l  any day see ing  them o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. I t  r i n g s  a b e l l .  

Q. Also on t h i s  day t h i s  l i t t l e  H i l l  85 came i n t o  
some play .  You might have heard some c h a t t e r  over  t h e  radio .  
They had a l i t t l e  something going on t h e r e .  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember having t h e  r ad ios  tuned 
i n  t o  t h e  ground people,  t h e  guys on t h e  ground. I know I 
wouldn't  have it on my Fox-Mike because they  change f r e q ' s  
s o  much, and my job i s  t o  f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  not  t o  mess around 
with what t h e y ' r e  doing. 

Q- Well, I thought you might have heard something about 
f ind ing  mortars  o r  mortar rounds up t h e r e ,  somebody p u t t i n g  
t roops  on t h e  ground, some of B Company, t h e  aero-scouts .  

A .  I remember B Company now. They usua l ly  t r i e d  t o  
follow our  people.  
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Q. They were involved  t h i s  day.  They were working 
t h e  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e  sou th  o f  521 around i n  through h e r e ,  and 
they  were invo lved  i n  a l i t t l e  i n s e r t i o n  t h e r e  on t o p  o f  
H i l l  85. 

A. Our gunships?  

Q e  ' Y e s .  They were o p e r a t i n g  o u t  o f  Dottie t h a t  day 
too .  Danny MILLIANS w a s  f l y i n g ,  and CULVERHOUSE was f l y i n g ,  
BAKER, LIVINGSTON. On t h e  17th--apparent ly  General  DOLEMAN 
s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  w i t h  General  KOSTER up t h e r e  a t  
Chu L a i - - f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning on t h e  1 7 t h ,  .8:25, you 
a r r i v e d  a t  LZ Bronco down a t  Duc Pho aga in  w i t h  General  
DOLEMAN, and you w e r e  t h e r e  f o r  about 4 5  minutes .  Colonel  
HENDERSON aga in  m e t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  probably.  You know what 
Colonel  HENDERSON looks  l i k e ?  Wears g l a s s e s .  

A. J u s t  vaguely.  I remember when I walked i n  o u t  
h e r e ,  because I s a w  him. 

Q. W e l l ,  h e  p robably  m e t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  because General  
DOLEMAN and General  KOSTER were bo th  aboard and a r r i v i n g  
t h e r e  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning. They w e r e  going down t h e r e  
f o r  a b r i e f i n g .  Then you probably went t o  t h e  198th a f t e r  
t h i s ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  what w a s  on f o r  t h e  1 7 t h  was a round-
r o b i n  b r i e f i n g  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l ,  General  DOLEMAN--11th 
Brigade,  198th .  You went up t h e r e  r i g h t  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  
Bronco. Went t o  t h e  1st Cav, and a f t e r  lunch o r  perhaps  
you d i d  have lunch  w i t h  t h e  196th .  

A. 196th  o r  19 8 th?  

Q - W e l l ,  you went t o  t h e  198th  a f t e r  t h e  1 1 t h  a t  
LZ Bronco. 

A. Chu L a i ,  198 th .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  And you went back up and had a b . r i e f i n g  
appa ren t ly  by t h e  198th  and v i s i t e d  t h e  1/1 Cav. Where w e r e  
they  l o c a t e d ?  

A. Chu L a i ,  The 198th and t h e  196 th .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Then a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  1/1 Cav then ,  
t hey  probably went t o  t h e  196th  where t h e y  had lunch.  A f t e r  
t h a t ,  sometime i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  you went t o  Danang and took 
t h e  g e n e r a l  down t o  I11 MAF. Thi s  w a s  a l l  on t h e  1 6 t h .  O n  
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t h e  17 th ,  which was Sunday, you were involved wi th  General 
DOLEMAN i n  round-robin-type b r i e f i n g s ,  one br igade  t o  another .  

A. I t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  s ir .  I mean t h a t  type of 
f l y i n g  and s topping.  

Q e  Well, t h i s  was a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  than a 
normal day of t r a v e l i n g  around t h e  A0 with General KOSTER. 
You had General .DOLEMAN aboard. I recognize going from 
one br igade  headquar ters  t o  another  i s  probably a r a t h e r  
normal occurrence.  

A. W e l l ,  what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  i t ' s  no t  t h e  f i r s t  
v i s i t  of genera l s  t h e r e .  There a r e  q u i t e  a few v i s i t i n g  
genera l s ,  and when they came i n  t h a t ' s  usua l ly  what we d i d .  

Q. Well, t h e  t roops  were s t i l l  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  This 
opera t ion  t h a t  was going on i n  t h e  M y  Lai-Son My Vi l lage  a r e a  
was s t i l l  going on. It  could we l l  have been t h a t  coming 
from Chu Lai  down t o  Duc Pho--it seemed t o  me t h a t  you can 
t a k e  an o r b i t  around t h e r e  and s e e  what ' s  going on i n  t h e  
morning and p o i n t  i t  o u t  o r  some such t h i n g .  

A. I remember t h e  time when a genera l  was s t a y i n g  
overnight .  Usually we took him back t o  Chu Lai Main o r  
up t o  Danang. They were on t h e i r  way. I can ' t  remember 
a s p e c i f i c  genera l  o r  a s p e c i f i c  time t h a t  one was s t a y i n g  
over ,  o r  t h e  fol lowing morning. 

Q- Did t h e  genera l  usua l ly  f l y  on Sundays? 

A.  Yes, sir .  

Q. Sunday was no d i f f e r e n t  than any o t h e r  day? 

A. NO,  sir. 

9. Did t h e  genera l  go t o  church on a r o u t i n e  o r  
r e g u l a r  b a s i s  o r  a t tempt  t o  go t o  church? I mean, was t h i s  
a cons ide ra t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  so .  Of course ,  General GETTY's  
a f t e r  he took General KOSTER's  place--I 'm t r y i n g  t o  keep 
them s e p a r a t e .  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he did.  

Q- Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  landing  o u t  here  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
anytime? Recal l  landing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  th ink ing  about t h i s  
type of t e r r a i n  you would be p u t t i n g  down on i n  here? 
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A. I remember landing  out  t h e r e  once i n  t h e  genera l  
area.  I remember a  small  v i l l a g e .  The road ran j u s t  about 
eas t -nor theas t  and ran  o u t  t o  t h e  ocean. Then t h e r e  was 
t h e  body. 

Q - Beg your pardon? 

A. The body. 

Q .  Body on t h e  road? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  time of t h e  day. We could 
s e e  it from up overhead. 

&. What d i d  he want t o  do, go down and land by 
t h i s  body? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  i f  the  t roops  were r i g h t  
t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  they  were. Well, they had t o  be o r  w e  
wouldn't  have landed. We kept  running. 

Q - Did he g e t  o u t  of t h e  sh ip?  

A. Yes, sir. 


Q- Who'd he  t a l k  t o ?  Did he t a l k  t o  someone t h e r e ?  


A. I th ink  I landed t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  because t h a t  
pu t s  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  my r e a r ,  and he g o t  o f f  and went t o  t h e  
r e a r .  Of course,  we ' r e  s i t t i n g ,  looking t h e  o t h e r  way. He 
d i d n ' t  s t a y  very long,  a few minutes a t  t h e  most. 

Q- Where w a s  t h e  body t h a t  you-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Right i n  t h e  middle of  t h i s  d i r t  
road. 

9. Well, w a s  it i n  f r o n t  of you o r  behind you? 

A. I t  was o f f  t o  our  r i g h t  f r o n t  about 2 o ' c lock .  

Q o  
 What kind of  a body was i t ?  

A. We d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  c lose .  I c a n ' t  t e l l  from over- 
head, and it w a s  maybe a good 100 meters away when we shipped 
out .  
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Q* Do you know why you s a t  down t h i s  day.  What was 
t h e  reason f o r  i t ?  

A. No, sir .  I imagine he wanted t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  guys 
on t h e  ground. 

Q a  Where were you in r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  road.  Did you 
land r i g h t  on t h i s  t r a i l ,  o r  road ,  o r  whatever it was? 

A. No, t o  t h e  l e f t  of it. It would be t o  t h e  no r th  
of  t h e  road. 

Q .  Can you p i c t u r e  l and ing  i n  t h a t  a r e a ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  I can. I p i c t u r e  t h e  f i e l d  and t h e  
road.  T h a t ' s  why I w a s  looking  on h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  
-1). This  i s  n o t  it. 

Q. This  i s  a v e r t i c a l  a e r i a l  photograph, E x h i b i t  P-1. 
I t 's  looking  r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  down on My Lai  h e r e ,  and t h i s  i s  a 
1:50,000 ( E x h i b i t  MAP-5). 

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t s  w i tness  on E x h i b i t  P-1 
and MAP-5.) 

Q .  Could you do b e t t e r  w i th  t h e  map? Do you th ink  
you could p o i n t  o u t  where i t  was on the 'map? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o .  I got  t o  know t h e  
a r e a  s o  w e l l  that- -of  course ,  I c a r r i e d  maps. 

Q - W e l l ,  what do you r e c a l l  about your approach i n  on 
t h i s  day t h a t  you landed t h e r e ?  Do you remember determining 
t h a t  you wanted t o  l and  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  f o r  any p a r t i c u l a r  
reason? 

A. W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  when I landed l i k e  t h a t  I followed 
a t w i s t  of smoke. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember i f  I d i d  t h i s  day.  
I b e l i e v e  I d i d .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I ' d  remember because usua l ly  
they k ind  o f  throw t h e  smoke l a t e .  You're i n  i n  a s h o r t  w h i l e ,  
and they  pop a smoke, and you g e t  down t h e r e  and r e a l l y  wash, 
and you s i t  t h e r e  and b r e a t h e  smoke f o r  a couple of minutes.  
I t h i n k  they  d i d  t h a t  t h i s  day. 
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Q. Okay. Now I ' m  r e a l l y  going t o  p u l l  a t  you a b i t .  
When you c a l l  them--and you ' re  t h e  one t h a t ' s  going t o  ca l l  
them--not Captain ROBERTS, you ' re  going t o  have t o  switch 
frequences h e r e ,  a r e n ' t  you? Who a r e  you going t o  t a l k  t o ?  

A. Well, a l o t  of times Captain ROBERTS was up on 
t h e  f r e q  where we w a s  going. He was up t h e r e .  He knew every 
f r e q  when they changed. Sometimes I ' d  m i s s  one o r  t w o .  
Q u i t e  a few t imes,  I ' d  j u s t  t e l l  him over  t h e  intercom that 
I go t  t o  have smoke, and h e ' d  ask f o r  it. 

Q. How d i d  it work on t h i s  time t h a t  you went i n  
t h e r e ?  Can you r e c a l l  t h e  smoke? 

\ 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  put  a l l  t h e s e  t i m e s  t oge the r .  I f  
i t  was t h e  r i g h t  t ime,  it was purple  smoke. I remember t h a t ,  
lavender-colored smoke. 

Q. Was t h e r e  anything d i s t i n c t i v e  about t h e  a r e a  
you s a t  down i n  o t h e r  than you w e r e  j u s t  n o r t h  of a t r a i l  a 
road and t r e e s ?  

A. No, n o t  r e a l l y .  

Q. Rice paddies ,  d ry  f i e l d s ?  

A. A smal l  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  smal l  v i l l a g e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
way you landed and t h e  way you were s e t t i n g ?  

A. S t r a i g h t  o f f  my t a i l .  

Q. S t r a i g h t  o f f  your t a i l .  

A. Nose t o  t h e  r i g h t .  

Q - Dry f i e l d ?  

A. Good f i e l d .  I t  was j u s t  a good, grassy  f i e l d .  

Q. Dry. 
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A. Yes, sir ,  dry.  I had a  hedgerow t o  my f r o n t ,  
t o  t h e  l e f t .  I planned t o  make t h e  takeoff  once again ,  
because I came i n  s h o r t .  A l l  I do i s  pick up and takeoff  
again,  without  having t o  hover back. 

Q* Any water  around anywhere? Streams, c reeks ,  
r i v e r s ?  Where was t h e  ocean? 

A. S t r a i g h t  off my nose. 

Q* S t r a i g h t  o f f  your nose? And t h e  body t h a t  you 
mentioned, you s a i d  it was o f f  t o  your f r o n t  about a hundred 
meters.  Was it on t h e  road? 

A. To my r i g h t  f r o n t .  We were s i t t i n g  on t h e  road 
crosswise,  c r o s s i n g  any t r a c k s  t h a t  might have been-- 

Q= ( In te rpos ing)  I n  o t h e r  words, perpendicular  t o  
the  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q- Is t h i s  t h e  only time you r e c a l l  landing  i n  t h i s  
a rea?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  o u t  i n  t h e  open l i k e  t h a t ,  you know, 
where you haven ' t  g o t  an e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r e  base l i k e  Uptight 
and Bronco, p laces  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q- Where was t h e  wind blowing? 

A. Coming o u t  of t h e  nor theas t .  

Q. You w e r e  l anding  i n t o  t h e  wind then? 

A. A t  t h e  same time t h e r e  wasn ' t  t o o  much wind. 

Q. How about t h e  sun? 

A. Barely used it. 

Q- Where was t h e  sun,  o u t  from your nose? Out t o  
your r i g h t ?  
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A. I b e l i e v e  o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  it was 
e a r l y  morning. I ' l l  say  morning, mid-morning. 

Q *  So it would have been sometime i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of 1 0  o r  11 o 'c lock?  

A .  Yes, sir. I t h i n k  so.  

Q. The genera l  was only  on t h e  ground f o r  a s h o r t  
time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long? 

A. A ma t t e r  2 ,  3 ,  4 minutes.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  And then  he came back aboard and 
then you took o f f ?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q. Over t h e  t o p  of t h e  hedgerow? 

A .  I had p l e n t y  of room. 

Q. And then  where'd you go3 

A. We climbed back o u t  t h e r e  t h e  same way I climbed 
back o u t  over t h e  f r i e n d l i e s .  

Q o  
 I n  a s p i r a l  climb? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  I th ink  we s t ayed  up t h e r e  f o r  a few 
more minutes, b u t  then where we w e r i t  I don ' t  remember. 

MR WST: Did Captain ROBERTS ge t  o u t  with t h e  genera l  
when you were on t h e  ground? 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of  t h a t ,  sir.  He ususa l ly  
always did ~f course.  I c a n ' t  remember c e r t a i n l y .  

Q - What about t h e  se rgean t  major? 
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A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major was wi th  us on 
t h a t  one. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  swear t o  i t ,  
b u t  u s u a l l y  he s a t  i n  back of  m e .  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: Who were t h e  crew c h i e f  and t h e  sunner  on 
your s h i p ?  

A. SP4 LUCAS. I t  was a s e a t e d  a i r c r a f t ,  of course .  
The gunner I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  it. I was going t o  ask you 
e a r l i e r .  Do you have t h e  dash 12? 

Q- Dash 12 was des t royed  a f t e r  3  months. 

A. T h a t ' s  what I thought .  


Q - Do you remember LUCAS' f i r s t  name? 


A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  W i l l i e .  

9- W i l l i a m  LUCAS? Did you u s u a l l y  f l y  wi th  t h e  same 
c o p i l o t ,  do you remeinber? 

A. Not a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  I thought  of  t h i s  
s i n c e  you c a l l e d .  I c o u l d n ' t  swear t o  a c e r t a i n  d a t e .  I gave 
you a name o r  two, maybe, b u t  a s  f a r  a s  1 6  March o r  a couple 
o f  days,  you know, r i g h t  there--  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well,  do you r e c a l l  on t h e  day t h a t  
you went i n  t h e r e ,  t h i s  day t h a t  you r e c a l l  and you don ' t  know 
what d a t e  it w a s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  wi th  your c o p i l o t  anything about 
t h e  approach o r  t h e  l and ing  a r e a  o r  what was on t h e  ground? 

A. No, sir.  I j u s t  remember one of  t h e  crew say ing  
t h e r e  's a body down t h e r e .  Because w e  w e r e  o r b i t i n g ,  he always 
s a t  on t h e  r i g h t .  

Q- Who's he,  t h e  c o p i l o t ?  

A. No, sir.  General  KOSTER. 

Q- H e  s a t  on t h e  r i g h t .  

A. The c o p i l o t  was i n  t h e  r i g h t  s e a t , ,  and I was i n  
t h e  l e f t  seat, and LUCAS was on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  because he was 
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p r e t t y  sharp ,  s o  we p u t  him on t h e  s i d e  s o  he could g e t  t h e  
door f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  l i t t l e  t h i n g s .  

Q - It was a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f e r e n t  than usua l ,  wasn ' t  
i t ?  Crew c h i e f ,  t h e  man on t h e  r i g h t ?  

A.  Right. And t h e  gunner was on my s i d e .  

Q *  W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any more bodies  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir,  j u s t  t h e  one. 

Q The crew chief  o r  t h e  p i l o t  d i d n ' t  say any more 
about see ing  anybody? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. This  v i l l a g e  t h a t  you s a i d  was o f f  your r e a r ,  had 
t h e  t roops  been i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  any damage. 

Q - No smoking or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir.  I t  was g e t t i n g  hard  over-
head t o  s e e  anybody down t h e r e .  

Q. On 1 6  March we 've had testimony t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
burning and some smoke, could have been some haze o r  smoke i n  
t h i s  area.  Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  when you were going 
o u t ,  a i rborne?  

A. I r e c a l l  s ee ing  smoke and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  a r t i l -
l e r y .  

Q. I n  t h i s  a rea?  

A.  Yes, sir.  

Q - What do you r e c a l l  about t h a t ,  a s s o c i a t i n g  t h e  
smoke with f r i e n d l y  t roops  on t h e  ground? 

A. The one time I remember being down t h e r e  wi th  t h e  
t roops on t h e  ground, I remember see ing  them moving across  an 
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open f i e l d ,  t r y i n g  t o  c r o s s  a creek o r  a r i v e r ,  i t ' s  probably 
a stream o r  c reek .  They were p u t t i n g  i t  i n  f o r  a con tac t .  
That 's  about it. 

Q a  P r e t t y  heavy zontac t?  I mean, had you a t t r a c t e d  
any f i r e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t ak ing  any f i r e .  I ' v e  
never took f i r e ,  never  took a h i t .  

Q. What's t h e  heavy con tac t?  How d i d  you a r r i v e  a t  
t h a t ?  Did somebody t e l l  you? 

A. Somebody must have mentioned it. I d o n ' t  know i f  
Captain ROBERTS would say something o r  the  genera l  would o r  
i f  I had t h e  r ad ios  tuned i n  down t h e r e .  I can ' t  remember. 

Q. What day d i d  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  smoke down t h e r e ?  
Is t h i s  t h e  same t h a t  you landed? 

A.  I c o u l d n ' t  say ,  s i r ,  because I was going t o  t h e  
south-southeast  down towards t h e  Quang Ngai River. We landed 
more n o r t h  of t h e r e .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  p i c t u r e  it i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
Dot t i e .  I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you i f  it was i n  t h i s  a r e a  o r  not .  
I f  I was t o  guess ,  I ' d  say no, b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

Q - There were a l o t  of o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  f l o a t i n g  around 
when you went down t o  land? 

A. On t h e  day of t h e  smoke t h e r e  was a l o t  of a i r -
c r a f t  around. 

Q. There were? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Were they  f l y i n g  around? 

A. There was a l o t  of smoke, and I he ld  t o  a r i g h t -
hand o r b i t  because t h e  genera l  s a t  on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e ,  and he 
d i d n ' t  want t o  s i t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e .  You know, a l l  t h e  r e s t  
of them s a t  on t h e  s i d e  where t h e  AC was and they could f i r e  
on them. So I was always a g a i n s t  t r a f f i c  o r b i t ,  going up the  
highway and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  So I was mainly concerned w i t h  
f l y i n g  around l i k e  t h a t .  
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Q. What k ind  of aircraft d i d  you see? 

A. Huey . 
Q- Anything e l s e  o t h e r  than  Huey? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any H-23's. If t h e r e  were, 
they were probably down i n  t h e  d e l t a  somewhere. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  e v e r  see ing  any of t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  
a l s o  land i n  t h i s  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  being overhead and see-
i n g  any of them land? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they d id .  

Q- Did you s e e  any f i r i n g  passes  by any of t h e  gunships? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  gunnies were working o u t  down t h e r e .  
Because I remember t h e r e  was a l o t  of smoke. LC 

o; 
Q Can you r e l a t e  t h e  smoke t o  any of t h e  p i c t u r e s  o r  t h e  " 
maps t h a t  I ' v e  shown you? 

A.  It 's  i n  your colored a r e a  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t e d  E x h i b i t  
MAP-1) . 
Q. How about t h e  a e r i a l  photograph here  (Exhibi t  P-1) . 
A.  No, I ' m  s o r r y ,  I c o u l d n ' t ,  

Q - Try t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h i s  time now t h a t  we've worked 
through he re ,  a l l  t h a t  we've t a l k e d  about,  any of t h e  events  
t h a t  I t o l d  about e a r l i e r ,  t h e  General DOLEMAN v i s i t ,  t h e  land-
i n g  a t  Dot t i e  a couple of  t imes o r  what have you, i n j e c t i o n  
of  the  pad. 

A.  Coming back and landing  a t  D o t t i e  a couple of  t i m e s  
is  g e t t i n g  through t o  me now, b u t  I c a n ' t  remember General 
DOLEMAN. That should s t i c k  wi th  me because it r i n g s  a b e l l ,  
going o u t  and coming back and then  going ou t .  You mentioned 
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wounded awhile  back. I t  r i n g s  a b e l l ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  about a l l .  
I c a n ' t  remember who they were, o r  who brought them i n ,  o r  
what day. 

Q. These w e r e  brought i n  on a C&C s h i p .  

A. T h a t ' s  what r i n g s  a b e l l .  

Q- A l i t t l e  strange--abnormal, n o t  s t r a n g e .  There 
might have a l s o  been some t a l k  he re  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  day you 
landed a t  9:35, among t h e  c r e w  i n  t h e  o t h e r  C&C s h i p s  t h a t  
had been t h e r e .  They'd had a l i t t l e  a f f a i r  t h e r e .  They pick- 
e d  up a couple  o f  VC s u s p e c t s  o u t  t h e r e ,  c a r r i e d  them around 
f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  dumped them o f f  a t  D o t t i e .  There could have 
been some exc i tement  a s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  swooping down and p ick ing  
up a couple of  t h e s e  fe l lows  i n  a C&C s h i p .  

A. I d o n ' t  remember t a l k i n g  t o  them. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
they s t ayed .  I t h i n k  they  went r i g h t  back. 

Q *  You d o n ' t  t h ink  you s t ayed?  

A. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  s t a y e d  t h a t  a f te rnoon.  I t h i n k  
they dropped them o f f  and went r i g h t  back o u t .  

Q- Yeah. W e l l ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  wounded they  d i d ?  

A. Right.  

Q - But now t h e r e ' s  t h e  o t h e r  s h i p .  A s  I i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you, you w e r e  t h e r e  and Colonel HENDERSON'S C&C a i r c r a f t ,  
and Colonel BARKER'S s h i p  came i n  wi th  t h e  wounded, and Colonel 
BARKER hopped o f f  and t h e  wounded went o f f .  The C&C s h i p  con- 
t i nued  on n o r t h  and then  came back i n ,  b u t  you had probably 
gone by then.  But t h e r e  w e r e  two of  you s e t t i n g  t h e r e ,  both 
s h u t  down, and t h i s  o t h e r  s h i p  is  t h e  one t h a t  p o l i c e d  up two 
VC suspec t s .  I t  l a t e r  t u rned  o u t  t h a t  they cap tu red  ARVN 
s o l d i e r s .  I t  was COONEY. COONEY was t h e  p i l o t  of t h a t  o t h e r  
s h i p  on t h e  pad. 

A .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  i f  I remember M r .  COONEY. 
The name i s  f a m i l i a r .  I f  I could  see t h e  guy, you know. 

Q - W e l l ,  any of  t h e  t ime t h a t  you flew down over  t h i s  
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a r e a ,  do you r e c a l l  e v e r  see ing  o r  hear ing  anything about a 
l a r g e  number of dead? 

A. No, sir. I thought about t h a t  o f t e n  b u t  I don ' t .  
Not a t  a l l .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  hea r ing  anything about it back a t  
Chu Lai  from any of t h e  people i n  t h e  b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  anything about a M r .  THOMPSON 
being k ind  o f  e x c i t e d  about a mission down i n  t h i s  a rea?  

A .  No, sir. I know M r .  THOMPSON, b u t  I ' m  i n  A Company, 
and h e ' s  i n  B Company. We're a l l  t oge the r ,  and we a l l  g e t  
toge the r  a t  n igh t  and t e l l  s t o r i e s  on s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Did you have any good f r i e n d s  over  t h e r e  a t  B 
Company, fe l lows t h a t  you were k ind  of c l o s e  t o  t h a t  you s a w  
i n  s e v e r a l  cases?  

A. M r .  BAKER, M r .  BROWN. 

Q - Did BAKER e v e r  say anything t o  you about it: "After  
you'd been down t h e r e  I had a b i g  t h i n g  going down t h e r e " ?  

1 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q BAKER was f l y i n g  t h i s  day. H e  was funct ioning  
as  Warlord Alpha Lead. 

A. H e  was?. 

Q - Well-, do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything w i t h i n  yoyr 
crew, hea r ing  your crew mention anything about a l o t  of bodies? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever  hea r  anything about any l a r g e  number 
of bodies  a s soc ia ted  wi th  Task Force Barker? 

A * .  No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. What about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  
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A. While I was over  t h e r e ,  I heard nothing.  

a* So I t ake  it then t h e  time you flew General KOSTER 
you never saw o r  heard anything o u t  of t h e  ordinary down i n  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea?  

N o ,  sir. I d i d n ' t .  

Q- D o  you r e c a l l  ROBERTS saying  anything o r  overhear-
i n g  him say anything, o r  t h e  genera l ,  o r  se rgean t  major? 

A. NO, sir. 

Q. (Handing photo t o  wi tness )  I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you 
a p i c t u r e  of  M r .  COONEY (photograph was no t  received i n  
evidence) . 
A. I d o n ' t  know him per sona l ly ,  b u t  I 've seen him 
around. I t ' s  n o t  t h e  guy I had i n  mind when you mentioned 
t h e  name. I have seen  t h i s  man. 

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  man a t  Dot t ie?  

A. No, sir.  I f  we s a t  down, we usua l ly  s t ayed  p r e t t y  
c l o s e  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  i n  case they  wanted t o  come and go 
r i g h t  away. 

Q. This  day t h a t  you went i n  and landed, you c a n ' t  
p i c t u r e  who was i n  your r i g h t  s e a t ?  Do you remember whether 
you flew it i n ,  made t h e  approach, o r  d i d  he? 

A. I flew i t  i n .  I n  an a r e a  l i k e  t h a t  where t h e r e  
wasn-'t  anything going t o  happen, then  I ' d  be f l y i n g .  And I 
flew it out .  No, I th ink  I l e t  t h e  p i l o t  f l y  it ou t .  I ' m  
almost s u r e  he d id .  

Q* Do you remember th ink ing  about him g e t t i n g  up 
above those  hedgerows? 

A.  No, because he had p len ty  of room. 

Q. Had p l e n t y  of room? 

A. Yeah. 

Couldn 't hardly  screw i t  up? 
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A. No way he could h i t  them. 

Q 0 He'd have t o  work a t  it. Do you ever  r e c a l l  any
meetings o r  see ing  any meetings with Colonel HENDERSON, and 
General KOSTER, and Colonel BARKER? 

A. No. No s p e c i f i c  meetings. 

a.  Did you know Colonel BARKER? 

A .  No, sir. 

Q When t h e  genera l  landed a t  these  var ious  p laces ,
d i d n ' t  somebody come o u t  t o  meet him? 

A.  Colonel HENDERSON was ou t  t h e r e .  

Q There was always some b i g  wheel of some s o r t  t o  
run o u t  t h e r e  t o  meet him, wasn ' t  t he re?  

A. Yes, s ir .  They were s tanding  t h e r e  wa i t ing  f o r  
him. 

Q. Did you know Major CALHOUN? 

A. No, sir. 

Q - This morning, on t h e  16th ,  when t h e  genera l  landed 
a t  LZ Dot t i e  a t  9 : 3 5 ,  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t r i k e s  me is  t h a t  w e  
know t h a t  Colonel BARKER was no t  t h e r e ,  you s e e ,  He was a i r -
borne o u t  over  t h e  a rea  and D o t t i e ,  of course,  was Colonel 
BARKER'S base.  A t  t h i s  pe r iod  of time it belonged t o  Task 
Force Barker. But he wasn ' t  t h e r e ,  he was f l y i n g .  Colonel 
HENDERSON was t h e r e ,  and i t  would have been normal t o  see 
Colonel HENDERSON run o u t  t o  t h e  s h i p  down a t  Duc Pho, Bronco. 
But up a t  Dot t i e  it would have been a l i t t l e  unusual. 

A. I guess it would because they usua l ly  had a jeep 
wai t ing .  WAITNER (phonet ic )  would come up from t h e  TOC. 

Q a And being i n  an MP jeep might have seemed a l i t t l e  
s t r ange  a l s o ,  r e d  l i g h t .  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  because everytime they picked 
him up a t  Quang Ngai, t h e  A R V N ' s  put  on q u i t e  a show. 
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Q. T h i s  i s  D o t t i e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, sir.  

Q e  Do you rememb2r t h e  g e n e r a l  ever b e i n g  e x c i t e d  o r  
u p s e t  about  any th ing?  

A.  No, ,sir. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you e v e r  remember h e a r i n g  General  KOSTER counte r -  
manding any o r d e r s ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- With r e f e r e n c e  t o  any o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a ?  You e v e r  recal l  h e a r i n g  him s a y  anyth ing  l i k e ,  "Stop 
the k i l l i n g ! "  o r ,  "What's going on down t h e r e ? "  

A. D e f i n i t e l y  no t .  


9- You neve r  monitored h i s  c o n v e r s a t i a n s ?  


A. N o t  ve ry  o f t e n ,  b u t  I have monitored conve r sa t ions  
t o  see w h a t ' s  going on down t h e r e ,  i f  t h e r e ' s  any f i r i n g  o r  
something l i k e  t h i s ,  o r  maybe t o  ove rhea r  someone t a l k i n g  t o  
somebody. The t i m e s  I d i d  he never  s a i d  much. Never anyth ing  
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q *  Did you e v e r  r ead  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  America1 
paper?  

A.  No, sir .  

Q- You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any th ing  about  Task Force 
Barker  i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ?  

A. Maybe i n  The Stars and S t r i p e s .  You know, you 
r ead  th rough  t h e r e  and you might  be able t o  s e e  something 
about where y o u ' r e  working. 

Q. There  was an a r t i c l e  i n  The S t a r s  and S t r i p e s ,  
and t h e r e  w a s  an a r t i c l e ,  a b i g  wr i te -up  i n  t h e  America1 paper .  

A. The America1 paper  I never  saw ve ry  much. 
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a - I thought  you might have been a b l e  t o  a s s o c i a t e  
your  be ing  t h e r e  when t h i s  b i g  a c t i o n  occur red .  The r e p o r t e d  
128 VC K I A  o u t  t h e r e  t h i s  day. 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q - P r e t t y  good-size body count?  

A*  Right.  

Q. A s  f a r  a s  I unders tand  it t h e n ,  you d o n ' t  recal l  
h e a r i n g  anyth ing  unusual  o r  any r e p o r t s  of  e v e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  
unusua l ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  any s o r t  concerning t h e  Task Force 
Barker ,  o r  any p a r t  o f  t h e  Task Force Barker ,  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
o p e r a t i o n s ?  

No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

(2- No c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  anyone? 

A. No, sir. 

Q- And you y o u r s e l f  do n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any b o d i e s ,  
dead b o d i e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  one t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
s a w  on a day t h a t  you ldnded i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a ?  

A.  No, s ir .  

Q While you w e r e  f l y i n g  General  KOSTER o v e r  t h e r e ,  
d i d  you e v e r  s e e  many b o d i e s ,  dead bodies  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about?  

A.  Not very  o f t e n  f l y i n g  w i t h  him. I didn ' t  always 
f l y  a g e n e r a l  t h e r e .  ' 

Q. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  t i m e  you were f l y i n g  General  
KOSTER? 

A. Nope. 

a - You neve r  went down t o  see what t h e y  g o t  when t h e y  
d i d  a l l  t h i s  k i l l i n g ?  

Q- Did General  KOSTER u s u a l l y  t a k e  many people  i n  h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r  o u t s i d e  t h e  s e r g e a n t  major and h i s  a i d e ?  Did he  
e v e r  t a k e  many o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ?  
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A. Once i n  awhile ,  once i n  a  g r e a t  whi le .  I d o n ' t  

remember who. 


Q. Does t h e  name Colonel BALMER mean anyth ing  t o  you? 

A. N o ,  sir.  I t  d o n g t .  

,Q- Did you know t h e  crew of  General  YOUNG'S sh ip?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  t a l k  t o  them about  anything down i n  

t h i s  a rea?  


A. No, sir.  

Q. They never  r e p o r t e d  s e e i n g  anyth ing  s t r a n g e  going 

on? 


A. No, sir. They never  t o l d  m e .  

Q- W e l l ,  I ' v e  done a  l o t  of  ask ing ,  a  l o t  of q u e s t i o n s .  
Before w e  c l o s e ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g i v e  you an oppor tun i ty  t o  s t a t e  
anyth ing  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  you t h i n k  might be per-  
t i n e n t  t o  t h e  purposes of  our  i n q u i r y  here .  

A. No, sir. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of anything.  

Q. When you do l eave ,  i f  you do t h i n k  of  anything
t h a t  we've t a l k e d  about here  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  any o p e r a t i o n s ,  
t h a t  went on i n  t h i s  gene ra l  a r e a  of  o p e r a t i o n s  h e r e ,  t h a t  
you f e e l  might be p e r t i n e n t ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  your c o n t a c t i n g  
us. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q- I f  you come ac ross  any documents, p i c t u r e s ,  o r  
le t ters  t h a t  you have w r i t t e n  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  any of t h e  
even t s  t h a t  occur red  on 16 t o  1 8  March, w e  would a p p r e c i a t e  
your c o n t a c t i n g  us .  We'd l i k e  f o r  you t o  g ive  us  some thoughts  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  few days.  I f  any of it seems t o  k ind  of  f i t  t o -  
g e t h e r  o r  i f  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  r e g a r d l e s s  of how i n s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  you might t h i n k  it t o  be ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  a c a l l  he re .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q. A l l  f a c t s  become important when t h e y ' r e  supported
by o t h e r  wi tnesses ,  you s e e .  I be l i eve  you ' r e  f a m i l i a r . w i t h  
t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  here  on (Exhibi t )  M-57 t h a t  you read  
e a r l i e r  about n o t  d i scuss ing  what w e  t a l k e d  about. 

A. Right. 

Q You understand those  completely? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Should you be c a l l e d  before  a l e g i s l a t i v e  committee, 
Congress, your t e s t i f y i n g  he re  i n  no way prec ludes  you from 
t e s t i f y i n g  t h e r e ,  i n  answering t h e i r  questions--not n e c e s s a r i l y  
t e l l i n g  them what you t o l d  us bu t  whatever they ask you, you 
answer. Do you have anything e l s e  you have t o  say? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q Well, aga in ,  I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  t h i n k  about t h e  
events  of  16-17 March a s  I descr ibed  them t o  you: 9:35 a t  
Dot t i e ,  what occurred t h e r e ;  then  p icking  up General DOLEMAN 
i n  t h e  af ternoon and going t o  Bronco and then  back up t o  D o t t i e  
with General DOLEMAN and back t o  Chu Lai;  and t h e  nex t  morning, 
on the  17 th ,  back from Chu Lai  down t o  Bronco again a t  8:35 
and then around t h e  round-robin-type, those 2 days e s p e c i a l l y .  
I f  you can kind of  s o r t  t h e s e  t o g e t h e r  o r  t ime them up with 
your landing  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h i s  i s  what we're  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

A. The one t h i n g  I know t h e r e  was no one, you know, 
v i s i t i n g  on board. 

Q. There was nobody on board. I t  was j u s t  normal. 

A. Right. 

Q Actual ly  then  i f  t h i s  had occurred on 16 March, 
it would have had t o  have been i n  t h e  morning hours  sometime. 

A ,  Yes, s i r .  

Q - You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  while  General DOLEMAN was aboard, 
anything about o r b i t i n g  around over. . t h i s  a rea?  
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A. NO, sir. I d i d n ' t  a s s o c i a t e  anything with how 
many people I had on board. 

Q ... (To MR WEST) Well, i f  you have nothing f u r t h e r  
t o  add, s i r ,  w e l l ,  t h i s  hear ing  w i l l  be c losed .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1036 hours ,  16 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BOSWELL, George W . ,  CPT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Executive O f f i c e r ,  
174th A s s a u l t  H e l i c o p t e r  Company. 

1. DESCRIPTION OF 174TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY. 

a .  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  174th i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  a r r i v e d  20 September 1967 i n  Duc Pho, 
a t  which t i m e  t h e  174th  d i d  n o t  have a l l  o f  i t s  equipment 
i n  Duc Pho. Some o f  i t s  s u p p l i e s  w e r e  i n  t h e  Lane Army 
H e l i p o r t ,  n e a r  Qui  Nhon (pg. 1 2 ) .  Resupply was made 
approximately two weeks l a t e r  (pg.  1 2 ) .  P r i o r  t o  h i s  
a r r i v i n g  t h e r e ,  4 0  personnel  were wounded i n  t h e  Maintenance 
Company and they  were a l l  e v e n t u a l l y  r e p l a c e d  (pg.  1 3 ) .  
Because o f  t h i s ,  t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  many 
i n f u s i o n s  o r  d e p a r t u r e s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  from September 1967 
through March 1968. The u n i t  was combat ready and i n  
e f f e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  i n  March 1968 (pg. 1 3 ) .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  
l l t h  B r i g a d e ' s  a r r i v a l ,  they  suppor ted  t h e  3d Brigade of  
t h e  4 th  D i v i s i o n ,  f l y i n g  two o r  t h r e e  combat a s s a u l t s  each 
morning p l u s  r e supp ly  miss ions  a s  w e l l  a s  conduct ing  p r a c t i c e  
combat a s s a u l t s  (pgs .  1 3 ,  1 4 ) .  

b. Usual miss ions  s u p p o r t i n g  America1 Div i s ion .  

The p a r e n t  u n i t  o f  t h e  174th was t h e  1 4 t h  Combat 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  which was under t h e  1 6 t h  Group (pg. 3 ) .  
T h e i r  miss ion  was t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  Div i s ion ;  however, 
t h e y  p r i m a r i l y  suppor ted  t h e  l l t h  Brigade be ing  l o c a t e d  n e x t  
t o  them a t  Duc Pho (pg. 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h e  u n i t  had 
approximately 60 p e r c e n t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  on i t s  28 a i r c r a f t  
i n  March (pg. 3 ) .  They would r e c e i v e  t h e i r  miss ions  from t h e  
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14th  Combat Aviation Ba t t a l i on  a t  Chu Lai and usua l ly  each 
morning they would have a combat a s s a u l t ,  l i f t i n g  a company 
i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  a r eas .  Then, on a secondary mission,  they 
would support  t h e  b a t t a l i o n s  and companies throughout t he  
A0 by resupplying them through the  day and by making an 
e x t r a c t i o n  of one company o r  another  i n  t h e  af ternoon .(pg. 4 ) .  
I n  the  l a t e  af ternoon,  they would usua l ly  pu t  o u t  t h e  
11th  Brigade LRRPS (pg. 4 ) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  
a s  execut ive  o f f i c e r  h i s  normal job f o r  t he  u n i t  was an 
admin i s t r a t i ve  one (pgs. 4 ,  5) . 

c. P r i o r  t r a i n i n g  t o  1 /20  i n  Airmobile Combat Assaul ts .  

The witness  r e c a l l e d  i n  December of  1967, g iv ing  
combat a s s a u l t  t r a i n i n g  t o  t he  1 /20  (pg. 1 4 ) .  He s t a t e d  
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  change i n  t h e i r  po l icy  of formation f o r  
a combat a s s a u l t ,  because t h e  i n f a n t r y  would have t o  be 
r e t r a i n e d  (pgs. 18,  1 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  formation 
genera l ly  cons i s t ed  of  a  "Vee formation." Alpha One was t h e  
f i r s t  s h i p  wi th  Alpha Two t o  h i s  l e f t  and Alpha Three t o  
h i s  r i g h t .  The nex t  t h r e e  sh ips  were c a l l e d  t h e  Bravo 
element, then Char l ie  and s o  on (pg. 1 8 ) .  There was a 
l eade r  f o r  each element who flew i n  a s l o t  between t h e  
second and t h i r d  sh ips  of t he  preceding element (pg. 1 8 ) .  
This made it poss ib l e  t o  s p l i t  a combat a s s a u l t  and go t o  
d i f f e r e n t  L Z ' s  i f  necessary.  He descr ibed it a s  a 
t r a i l  of  Vees (pg. 18) , and s t a t e d  t h a t  it w a s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  
t h e  nine  s h i p s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  on 16 March would have used 
t h e  SOP formation,  landing somewhere ou t s ide  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  
an open a rea  (pg. 1 9 )  . 

d. Unit SOP concerning engagement while on a combat 
a s s a u l t .  

The u n i t  had a  w r i t t e n  SOP which con t ro l l ed  t h e  
f i r i n g  of  doorgunners while t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  i n  f l i g h t .  
Doorgunners were responsive t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander and 
f i r e d  only on h i s  command (pg. 1 4 )  . The commander was i n  
t u r n  respons ib le  t o  t h e  lead  a i r c r a f t ,  who was respons ib le  
t o  t h e  mission commander o r  t he  ground commander (pg. 1 5 ) .  
Thus, t h e  wi tness  s t a t e d ,  t he  ground commander con t ro l l ed  
whether o r  no t  t h e  doorgunners f i r e d  when coming i n t o  a combat 
a s s a u l t  (pg. 1 5 ) .  The reques t  t o  t he  ground commander f o r  
permission t o  f i r e  would be phrased "Request t o  go i n  ho t"  
(pg. 1 5 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  SOP a l s o  appl ied  t o  t h e  gun- 
s h i p s ,  which were under t h e  con t ro l  of t h e  mission commander 
(pgs. 15,  1 6 )  . The mission commander would be the  b a t t a l i o n  
commander, i f  a  b a t t a l i o n  were being l i f t e d  i n t o  an a r e a ,  o r  
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t h e  company commander i f  it were a company l i f t .  A f t e r  t h e  
t r o o p s  had landed,  on ly  t h e  u n i t  commander on t h e  ground 
cou ld  g i v e  permiss ion  t o  t h e  gunships t o  f i r e  (pg. 1 6 ) .  

e. Communications dur ing  combat a s s a u l t .  

Each a i r c r a f t  was equipped w i t h  a UHF which was used 
t o  communicate between a i r c r a f t  (pg. 1 7 ) .  A i r  t o  ground 
communication was always accomplished on FM r a d i o  (pg. 1 7 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  every  a i r c r a f t  would moni tor  t h e  
ground channel ,  b u t  on ly  t h e  l e a d  would communicate on t h a t  
channel  (pg. 1 7 ) .  

f .  Use o f  R a t t l e r  h e l i c o ~ t e r s .  

I f  t h e i r  u n i t  was s h o r t  of  s h i p s ,  it k s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e y  borrowed f o u r  s h i p s  from t h e  7 1 s t  Avia t ion  
Company (pg. 5)  . This  was common and i f  it were done it 
would n o t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  h i s  mind (pg.  5 ) .  These s h i p s  were 
c a l l e d  R a t t l e r s ,  a s  they  were marked w i t h  a c o i l e d  r a t t l e r  
on t h e  nose o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  (pg. 2 0 ) .  I f  R a t t l e r s  were used,  
they  would have flown t o  t h e  r e a r  (pgs .  20, 2 1 ) .  

2. ASSAULT ON MY L A I .  

a .  ~ e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  landing. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t  (pg. 26) , and t h e  1.6 hours  t h a t  he 
f lew on t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March c o n s i s t e d  o f  a f l i g h t  from Duc 
Pho t o  ,Chu Lai  and back aga in  on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b u s i n e s s  
(pg.  2 6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  second 
l i f t  encountered  a "ho t"  LZ, b u t  t h e r e  was n o t  much t o  be  
done f o r  t h e r e  was a p o l i c y  a g a i n s t  f i r i n g  a f t e r  t r o o p s  
had' been i n  (pg.  5 ) .  There w a s  a l s o  a  p o l i c y  t h a t  they  
had t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t a r g e t  b e f o r e  they  f i r e d  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  
r e c a l l e d  t h e  gunships r e p o r t i n g  pe r sonne l  w i t h  web g e a r ,  b u t  
s t a t e d  t h i s  i s  n o t  unusual  (pg. 6 ) .  

b .  H i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  from t h e  Task Force Barker  
- .

t a p e  of  t h e  a v i a t o r s .  

The w i t n e s s ,  a f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  Task Force 
Barker  t a p e  (pg. 6 ) ,  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  fo l lowing pe r sonne l  
a s  a v i a t o r s  on t h e  miss ion:  (1)Warrant O f f i c e r  MILLIANS 
was t h e  Dolphin l e a d  (pg. 7) ; (2)  Warrant O f f i c e r  MOYS, 
was one o f  t h e  two persons  us ing  t h e  Shark S i x  c a l l - s i g n  
(pg. 7 ) ;  ( 3 )  L i e u t e n a n t  PETERS, t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r ,  
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w a s  t h e  o t h e r  Shark S i x  (.pg. 7) ; and ( 4 )  Warrant O f f i c e r  
COONEY , was Colonel HENDERSON' s p i l o t  (pg. 7) . 
3. EXPLANATION OF THE DAILY OPREP f o r  -16 March. 

The w i tne s s  i d e n t i f i e d  Exh ib i t  R-3, a copy o f  OPREP 
f o r  t h e  174th Avia t ion  company, da t ed  16 March 1968 

(pg. 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  E x h i b i t ,  "CA" s t a n d s  f o r  a 
combat a s s a u l t  f o r  L ieu tenan t  Colonel BARKER o f  t h e  11 th  
Brigade (pg. 8 ) .  Column "C" i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  two UH-1C 
gunships were used,  as w e l l  a s  n ine  U H - I D  s l i c k s  (pg. 8 ) .  
Column "E" i n d i c a t e s  228 t r oops  were l i f t e d  (pg.  8 ) .  There 
were 13,500 rounds of  7.62 mi l imete r  and 35 2.75 rocke t s  
f i r e d  on t h e  a s s a u l t  (pg. 8 ) .  Column "K" i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  
was an a r t i l l e r y  p rep  (pg. 9 )  . I t  a l s o -  i n d i c a t e s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a U.S. A i r  Force FAC i n  t h e  a i r  who could  be obse rv ing ,  
b u t  they  d i d  n o t  c a l l  f o r  a i r  suppor t  (pg. 9 ) .  The c a l l  
s i g n  f o r  t h e  FAC would be HELIX (pg. 9 )  . H e  f e l t  t h a t  he 
could  i d e n t i f y  a photograph o f  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force major who 
was t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  f lew most of  t h e i r  suppor t  miss ions  
(pgs.  9 ,  10)  . The OPREP a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  were f i v e  
s h i p s  f u rn i shed  t o  Task Force Barker  on 16 March t o  resupply  
t h e  4/3 and 1/20 (pg. 1 0 ) .  The g r i d  coo rd ina t e s  f o r  t h e  
pick-up and l and ing  zone a r e  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  bottom of  t h e  c .'.
OPREP 5 i n  letters r a t h e r  than  numbers s o  t h a t  they  could  
be g iven i n  t h e  open wi thou t  t h e  enemy being informed (pg. 
1 0 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  he would need a code t o  t r a n s l a t e  what 
t h e  let ters  meant (pg. 1 0 ) .  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  from 
OPREP 5 (Exh ib i t  R-3) , t h a t  t h e  174th had 15 D Models 
and s i x  C Models on hand on 16 March of  which 12 D Models 
and t h r e e  C Models were mission ready (pg. 11). They were 
s h o r t  seven a i r c r a f t  from TOE s t r e n g t h  which he  s t a t e d  
were probably des t royed  i n  mortar  a t t a c k s  t h a t  they  had 
du r ing  t h a t  pe r i od  (pg.  11). The e x h i b i t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
99 s o r t i e s  were made f o r  TF Barker .  A s o r t i e ,  he de f i ned  
a s  a  l and ing  (pg. 11). This would n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean 
t h a t  n ine  s l i c k s  made 11 land ings  dur ing  t h e  day,  b u t  it 
would be an average (pg. 11). H e  gave an example of  
l and ing  a t  a  base  and moving from one pad t o  ano ther  which 
would i n d i c a t e  two s o r t i e s  o r  landings  (pg. 1 2 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i tne s s  i n d i c a t e d  he remembered on ly  one t i m e  
t h a t  a v i l l a g e  w a s  f i r e d  upon and t h a t  occur red  on 1 May 
when they  r ece ived  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  enemy f i r e  from uniformed 
personnel  du r ing  a combat a s s a u l t  (pgs .  19 ,  2 0 ) .  
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b. An e v e n t  which, occur red  i n  February ,  was mentioned 
because t h e  b a t t a l i o n  surgeon,  Capta in  SCHOOLFIELD, 
complained t o  him and then  t o  t h e  CO about  t h e  gunners  
s h o o t i n g  i n t o  a v i l l a g e  (pgs .  21, 2 2 ) .  This  w a s  r e p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  CO, Major WHEAT, and t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he never  
hea rd  any th ing  f u r t h e r  about  it (pg. 27) . 

c. The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  Sharks were a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o u t f i t  who would n o t  f i r e  on women a n d ' c h i l d r e n .  H e  c i t e d  
an i n c i d e n t  which occur red  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  which he c a l l e d  
t h e  Sharks  i n  from a s l i c k  whi le  he w a s  i n  a f r e e - f i r e  
zone n o r t h  of  Duc Pho and n o t i c e d  people  below. The Sharks 
r e p o r t e d  back t o  him t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  women and c h i l d r e n  
down t h e r e  and they  d i d  n o t  f i r e ,  even though t h e  people  
were i n  an a r e a  they  were n o t  supposed t o  be i n  (pg. 2 5 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  i n  
h i s  u n i t  s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  o f  n o t  f i r i n g  on women and 
c h i l d r e n  (pg. 2 5 ) .  
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ' NOTES PAGES 

~ r a n s c r i . p to f  
Force Barkers  

Task. 
t a p e  

' w i t  l . i s  t e n e d  t o  
t a p e  and i d e n t i . f  i e d  
t h e  p i l o t s .  -

6 

R- 3 
Daily QPREP 1/ 4 t h  
Assau l t  H e l i c o p t e r  Co., 

w i t  e x p l a l n s  t n e  
meaning of numbers 

16 March on t h e  r e p o r t .  
7, 8 

6 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  0900 hours ,  6 January 
1970.) 

COL FRANKLIN: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  COL FRANKLIN 
and MAJ COOP. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Captain George W.  BOSWELL. 

(CPT BOSWELL was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows:)  

Please s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number', s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Georqe W. BOSWELL, Captain,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number I am s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  Department of 
T a c t i c s ,  F o r t  S tewar t ,  Georgia. 

COL FRANKLIN: Captain BOSWELL, I am going t o  read  something 
t o  g ive  you a l i t t l e  i d e a  of what t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is  a l l  
about be fo re  I proceed i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l  ques t ions .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  
Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose of  determining f a c t s  and making 
f ind ings  and recommendations concerning two th ings :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain  of command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  
a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
informat ion  by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  
f u r n i s h  informat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  This i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  is  n o t  be ing conducted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  
and circumstances a s  t o  what happened a t  My Lai .  I t  is  
d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I ' v e  j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and reviewed p r i o r  
o f f i c i a l  s t a t ements  obta ined i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th .  
A verbat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared,  and a t ape  re-
cording is being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  
be ing taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony o r  
p a r t s  of it may la ter  become a  m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

You a r e  o rde red  t o  n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  
duty  o r  as  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you are 
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey ,  
this h e a r i n g  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  e f f e c t  
of t h a t  o r d e r .  Are you subSect t o  t h a t  o r d e r ?  H a v e  you been 
n o t i f i e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  what I ' v e  read?  

A. NO,  sir. 

Q - The h e a r i n g  w i l l  be  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0912 hour s ,  6 January 
1970 .) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0914 h o u r s ,  6  January  
1970.) 

COL FRANKLIN: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  COL FRANKLIN, 
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

COL FRANKLIN: Capta in  BOSWELL, what was your  m i l i t a r y  ass ign-
ment on 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I w a s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  174th  
A s s a u l t  H e l i c o p t e r  Company i n  Vietnam. 

Q What w a s  t h e  s t a t u s  of your  company a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. You mean what was o u r  miss ion? 

Q What w a s  your  miss ion? How many a i r c r a f t  d i d  you 
have? WhaL k ind  of  miss ions  had you been f l y i n g ?  

(BOSWELL) 2 APP T-66 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE. ONLY 

A. W e  had approximately 28  a i r c r a f t .  Our mission 
was t o  suppor t  t h e  America1 Div is ion .  However, s i n c e  w e  were 
convenient ly  l o c a t e d  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h e  l l t h  Brigade a t  Duc 
Pho, w e  p r i m a r i l y  supported t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  

Q m  Who was your p a r e n t  u n i t ?  

A. My p a r e n t  u n i t  was t h e  14 th  Combat Aviat ion 
B a t t a l i o n  which a t  t h a t  t i m e  was ass igned  under the  16th  
group. That was a new group j u s t  be ing  formed. 

Q You say  you had 28 a i r p l a n e s ?  

A. Yes, sir.  W e  had t e n  s l i c k s .  They w e r e  D-
model s h i p s .  The 1st Pla toon  and t h e  2d P la toon  cons i s t ed  
of a gun p la toon  and they were C-models and w e  had e i g h t  
of those .  

Q. I n  March of 1968 you had a l l  your a i r c r a f t ?  
You had n o t  l o s t  any i n  t h e  T e t  o f f ens ive?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  had l o s t  some. I was j u s t  t h ink ing  
about what w e  w e r e  supposed t o  have. 

Q - I d o n ' t  ca re  what you w e r e  supposed t o  have. 
How many d i d  you have? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you e x a c t l y ,  s ir .  Some were down 
i n  t h e  hanger t h a t  had been s h o t  up p r e t t y  bad. Some had 
been evacuated.  The e x a c t  number, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. What k ind  of shape w e r e  you i n  o p e r a t i o n a l l y ?  

A. W e  had about 60 p e r c e n t  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  

Q- So t h a t  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  unusual then? You could 
l i v e  wi th  t h a t ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- And you say  you w e r e  suppor t ing  t h e  11 th  Brigade 
a t  Duc Pho? 

A. Right ,  sir.  
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Q. What w a s  your  miss ion  and what d i d  t hey  c o n s i s t  
o f ?  You s a i d  s u p p o r t .  Support  how? 

A. W e  r e c e i v e d  ou r  miss ions  from t h e  1 4 t h  Combat 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n  a t  Chu La i ,  and every morning we u s u a l l y  
had a combat a s s a u l t  of some type  and would l i f t  a company 
i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  w e  would p i c k  up ou r  
secondary miss ion ,  which was t o  suppor t  t h e s e  b a t t a l i o n s  and 
companies th roughout  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  of t h e  A0 and re-
supply them w i t h  whatever  t h e i r  needs were t h a t  t hey  c a n ' t  
supply by v e h i c l e .  We would spend t h e  rest of t h e  day re-
supply ing  them and making t h e s e  r e g u l a r  r e supp ly  runs .  I n  
t h e  a f t e rnoon  w e  u s u a l l y  had an e x t r a c t i o n  of one company o r  
another .  Sometimes, n o t  o f t e n ,  w e  made t h e s e  LRRP i n s e r t i o n s  
i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s ,  and a l o t  of  t imes i n  t h e  n i g h t  w e  would 
e x t r a c t  them. - .  
Q- Whose LRRP ' s ?  

A. The LRRP's are from t h e  11 th  Brigade.  They are 
a squad of men t h a t  are p u t  o u t  f o r  recon.  

Q. I know who t h e  LRRP's are. I want t o  know i f  
they a r e  America1 LRRP 's o r  l l t h  Brigade LRRP ' s ?  

A. 1 1 t h  Brigade LRRP's, s ir .  They were a l i s t e n i n g  
p o s t  . 
Q- You would make a combat a s s a u l t  o r  e x t r a c t i o n  
j u s t  about  d a i l y  then?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you recall what you w e r e  doing o r  your company 
w a s  doing on 16 March 1968? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  company was making a combat a s s a u l t ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  I d o n ' t  have any r eco rds  t h a t  s ay  t h e y  were,  b u t  
from a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s ,  they  w e r e  making a combat a s s a u l t  as 
they u s u a l l y  d i d .  I d o n ' t  remember anyth ing  d i f f e r e n t  from 
t h a t  morning t h a t  would make it o u t s t a n d i n g  from any o t h e r  
morning. I t  was j u s t  ano the r  combat a s s a u l t .  We g e t  up a t  
4:00 i n  t h e  morning and a r e  ready t o  go a t  6:OO. T h a t ' s  
u s u a l l y  t h e  way it went. W e  would be  o f f  i n  t h e  morning on 
a combat a s s a u l t  and then  resupply  f o r  t h e  rest of t h e  day. 

Q A s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  what were your  normal d u t i e s ?  
and what would you normally do? Did you do a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
o r  f l y i n g  jobs?  
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A. My normal d u t i e s  were admin i s t r a t ive .  I f i l l e d  
i n  sometimes dur ing  combat a s s a u l t s  because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
w e  had some fa t igued  p i l o t s  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  When 
I d i d  f l y ,  I d i d n ' t  normally l ead  because I d i d n ' t  f l y  every 
day. I d i d  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  5 months i n  Vietnam when I 
was the  platoon l e a d e r .  I was f l y i n g  every day then .  I was 
j u s t  f i l l i n g  i n  l a t e r  whenever we were s h o r t  of a i r c r a f t  
commanders. Otherwise, my d u t i e s  were admin i s t r a t ive .  I 
would go i n  t h e  o rde r ly  room a t  7 o ' c lock  and s t a r t  i n  
with t h e  morning r e p o r t  and o t h e r  normal d u t i e s  t h a t  needed 
doing. 

Q- What do you r e c a l l  about 1 6  March? You say it 
was a day j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  day? You obviously know what 
happened on 16 March and t h a t  we a r e  concerned wi th  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  of My Lai .  Do you r e c a l l  anything about t h i s ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  My Lai myself ,  s ir .  Every day 
you go t o  a d i f f e r e n t  s p o t  i n  t h e  AO. There w a s  nothing t h a t  
I remember a s  be ing  outs tanding  about My Lai .  I am not  s u r e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I was on t h e  a s s a u l t .  

Q Let  me r e f r e s h  your memory a l i t t l e  b i t .  There 
were two companies l i f t e d  i n  on t h e  morning of t h e  16 th .  
There were a t o t a l  of n ine  s l i c k s  involved. Four had probably 
been borrowed from t h e  7 1 s t  Aviation Company, t h e  R a t t l e r s .  
Could t h i s  have been poss ib le?  

A. Yes, sir.  That happened a l l  t h e  t ime.  We were 
h i t  p r e t t y  bad wi th  mortar a t t a c k s  and we even had mine probes 
and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g  during t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  month. A s  I 
s a i d ,  we had a l o t  of sh ips  damaged. 

Q- So, it was not  unusual t o  borrow R a t t l e r s ?  
This wouldn ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  shake your memory? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Okay. On t h e  second l i f t  it was repor ted  t h a t  t h e  
LZ was ho t .  The gunships were making a l o t  of passes  and 
p icking  up people and r e p o r t i n g  people,  VC being knocked 
down wi th  web gear .  They were making f i r i n g  passes .  

A. Yes, sir.  This does r i n g  a b e l l .  I remember an 
LZ we came i n t o  t h a t  was ho t  on t h e  second l i f t  i n ,  and t h e r e  
wasn ' t  much we could do. We can 't f i r e .  There i s  a po l i cy  
t h a t  we can I t f i r e  once you drop your own t roops  , i n .  Also, 
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t h e r e  w a s  a p o l i c y  t h a t  you have t o  i d e n t i f y  your  t a r g e t  
be fo re  you f i r e  anyway. 'I a l s o  recall  t h e  gunsh ips  r e p o r t i n g  
personne l  w i t h  web g e a r ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  unusua l .  This  
happens and i s  a normal t h i n g  on a combat a s s a u l t .  Th is  
has  happened b e f o r e  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  a r e a .  

Q. I t h i n k  w e  are go ing  t o  recess, Capta in  BOSWELL, 
and l e t  you h e a r  a t a p e  ( a  t r a n s c r i p t  of which is  con ta ined  
i n  E x h i b i t  M-20) and c a l l  you i n  la ter .  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  recess. 

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  0922 h o u r s ,  6 January  
1970.) 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1200 hour s ,  6  January 
1970.) 

COL FRANKLIN: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  COL FRANKLIN, 
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The h e a r i n g  recalls Capta in  BOSWELL. 

(CPT BOSWELL w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  adv i sed  
t h a t  he  w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

COL FRANKLIN: Colonel  PATTERSON is  going t o  ask  you a few 
q u e s t i o n s  now, Capta in  BOSWELL. 

LTC PATTERSON: During t h e  r e c e s s ,  Captain  BOSWELL, you had 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a t a p e  r eco rd ing  of a combat 
a s s a u l t  o p e r a t i o n  appa ren t ly  a c r o s s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command 
n e t .  Under t h e  assumption t h a t  t h i s  t a p e  w a s  made on 16 
March 1968 concern ing  t h e  Task Force  Barker  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  My L a i ( 4 ) ,  can  you now i d e n t i f y ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 
your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  any of  t h e  vo ices  of t h e  a v i a t o r s  on t h a t  
t ape?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Would you s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r eco rd  who you t h i n k  t h e  
a v i a t o r s  are by c a l l  s i g n  and by name? 
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A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  Dolphin Lead was Lieutenant  MILLIKIN 
a t  t h a t  t ime. 

I b e l i e v e  Shark 6 is two people using t h e  same 
c a l l  s i g n  and both i n  t h e  same a i r c r a f t .  On t h e  Shark 6 ,  t h e  
person t h a t  does p r imar i ly  most of t h e  t a l k i n g  i s  Warrant 
O f f i c e r  MOYS. The o t h e r  Shark 6 i s  Lieutenant  PETERS who i s  
t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  However, he used t o  f l y  wi th  t h e  
Sharks a s  o f t e n  as  p o s s i b l e  because he  w a s  i n t end ing  t o  
t a k e  over  t h e  Shark platoon l a t e r  on. 

The C&C p i l o t  was d e f i n i t e l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  I could 
determine,  Warrant O f f i c e r  COONEY. 

COL FRANKLIN: You a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Colonel HENDERSON'S C&C 
p i l o t  furn ished  by t h e  Dolphins? 

A. Yes, sir.  On t h e  manuscript  t h a t  s a i d  C&C p i l o t .  
This would be t h e  c o l o n e l ' s ,  yes ,  sir. When he spoke up on 
t h e  t a p e ,  t h a t  w a s  M r .  COONEY . 
LTC PATTERSON: Are t h e r e  any o t h e r  voices  t h a t  you could 
recognize o r  c a l l  s i g n  t h a t  you could recognize t o  t i e  them 
i n  t o g e t h e r ?  

A. I thought maybe t h a t  was Shark ' s  a lpha team l e a d e r ,  
b u t  he j u s t  d i d n ' t  speak up enough f o r  me t o  be very c e r t a i n  
of e x a c t l y  who he w a s .  I ' d i d n ' t  want t o  i d e n t i f y  him f o r  
t h a t  reason.  

Q Captain BOSWELL, a r e  you f a m i l i a r  wi th  a r e p o r t
t h a t  i s  requ i red  o r  was requ i red  by t h e  1st Aviat ion Brigade 
c a l l e d  t h e  OPREP 5 ,  an opera t ion  r e p o r t  t h a t  i s  t o  be com-
p l e t e d  by t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  of an a v i a t i o n  a s s a u l t  h e l i -
cop te r  company a t  t h e  c lose  of each day ' s  opera t ions?  

A.  I ' m  f a m i l i a r  with i t ,  s ir ,  but  i t  used t o  be made 
ou t  by t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  a t  Duc Pho. 

Q - I would l i k e  t o  show you a copy of OPREP 5 f o r  
t h e  174th Aviat ion Company, da ted  16 March 1968. 

(LTC PATTERSON hands a copy of OPREP 5 t o  wi tness .  ) 

COL FRANKLIN: Major COOP, I want t h i s  e n t e r e d  as evidence.  

RCDR: OPREP 5 ,  da ted  16 March 1968, i s  rece ived  i n  
evidence as Exh ib i t  R-3 .  
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LTC PATTERSON: Capta in  BOSWELL, looking  a t  t h i s ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  ask you some in fo rma t ion  as t o  what t h e  numbers i n  
t h e  columns mean. 

Under Column A, t h e  miss ion  f o r  t h e  174th  on t h e  
1 6 t h  of March? Can you i d e n t i f y  symbols and what t ype  of  
miss ions  w e r e  flown by t h e  174th  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. The f i r s t  one i s  "CA,"  and t h a t  s t a n d s  f o r  combat 
a s s a u l t .  

Q For  which u n i t ?  

A. T h i s  i s  o u r  company t e l l i n g  o u r  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  
we have executed  a combat a s s a u l t  f o r  Colonel  BARKER of t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade.  

Q How many a i r c r a f t ,  by t y p e ,  w e r e  employed i n  t h i s  
combat a s s a u l t  f o r  Task Force Barker?  

A. Under Column C ,  a i r l i f t ,  it has  a C and D. 
The C s t a n d i n g  f o r  a U H - l C ,  which i s  t h e  gunship,  and t h e  D 
s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  UH-1D model, bo th  of  them b e i n g  Huey h e l i -
c o p t e r s .  According t o  t h i s  r e p o r t  h e r e  w e  have two gunships  
under C ,  and under D w e  have n i n e  s l i c k s  used.  

A. A s l i c k  be ing  a D-model, r i g h t .  

Q How many t r o o p s  w e r e  c a r r i e d ?  

A. Undzr c o l w  E l  t h e  number of t r o o p s  t h a t  w e r e  
a i r - l i f t e d  w a s  228 t r o o p s .  

Q T h a t  would be  d u r i n g  t h i s  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q What w a s  t h e  ammunition expend i tu re ,  by type ,  f o r  
t h e  U H - 1 D ' s  and t h e  U H - 1 C ' s  f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  of Task 
Force  Barker?  

A. The ammunition expend i tu re  f o r  7.62 m i l l i m e t e r  
w e r e  c a r r i e d  by bo th  t y p e  a i r c r a f t ,  C and D,  s o  t h i s  would 
be  a combination of t h e  two. There  w e r e  13,500 rounds of  
7.62 m i l l i m e t e r  f i r e d  on t h a t  a s s a u l t  and t h e  2.75 s t a n d s  
f o r  t h e  r o c k e t .  There  w e r e  35 r o c k e t s  f i r e d  on t h i s  a s s a u l t .  
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Q Was t h e r e  an a r t i l l e r y  prep  accord ing  t o  your  
OPREP 5? 

A. Under column K where it s a y s ,  "Prep,  " y e s ,  
t h e r e  w a s .  There was an a r t i l l e r y  prep .  

Q What does  the " A i r "  under column K mean? 

A. T h i s  would s t a n d  f o r  t h a t  w e  had t h e  A i r  Force 
engaged i n  t h i s  b a t t l e  u s ing  a i r  suppor t  which would i n d i c a t e  
--I d o n ' t  want t o  add something t o  it, b u t  I w a s  going t o  
s a y  t h a t  it would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  would be  an A i r  Force 
FAC p i l o t  i n  on it o r  involved  h e r e ,  t oo .  

C04 FRANKLIN: Ques t ion .  Could t h e r e  be an A i r  Force  FAC 
i n  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  n o t  j e t s  a c t u a l l y  s t r i k i n g  t h e  t a r g e t ?  Is 
t h a t  p o s s i b l e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  H e  cou ld  be  observ ing  and h a s n ' t  
c a l l e d  i n  t h e  a i r  s u p p o r t ,  

Q. So, i f  t h e r e  i s  a FAC ove r  head--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Good. 

LTC PATTERSON: What was t h e  u s u a l  c a l l  s i g n  of  t h e  FAC, t h e  
forward a i r  c o n t r o l l e r  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  A i r  Force  t h a t  
used t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade and Task Force  Barker  i n  
your  area of  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

A. I know what it i s .  I t  s ta r t s  wi th  an H .  

Q- Would it be  Hel ix?  

A. Hel ix .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* Do you recall  t h e  number of h i s  c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q- Would you be  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  
f l e w  most of your  suppor t  mi s s ions  from t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  A i r  
Force? 
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A. I could poss ib ly .  I th ink  I could i d e n t i f y  h i s  
p i c t u r e .  Poss ib ly  it was a major t h a t  was i n  charge of t h a t .  
I knew him, and I used t o  go up and v i s i t  him a t  n i g h t  a t  t h e  
c lub ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name offhand. 

Q . How many C&C s h i p s  were furn ished  t o  Task Force 
Barker according t o  t h e  OPREP 5, Column A, on 16 March 19683 

A. According t o  OPmP 5 t h e r e  were f i v e .  

Q What o t h e r  missions were flown by t h e  174th on 
16 March i n  a genera l  b a s i s ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  were cargo missions,  which i s  a 
genera l  resupply of t h e  t roops  i n  t h e  11th Brigade o r  t h e  
America1 Division. 

Q Can you t e l l  me what u n i t s  were resuppl ied? 

A. W e l l ,  t hese  would be b a t t a l i o n s .  The 4 / 3 .  The 
3/1. The 1st of the--I'm n o t  s u r e  of t h a t  o t h e r  one: 

Q. The 20th? 

A. Yes, t h e  20th. 

Q A t  t h e  bottom of OPREP 5 ,  i n  code, i s  i n d i c a t e d  a 
pickup zone and a landing  zone. Do you have any i d e a  a s  t o  
what t h a t  code would i n d i c a t e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  This  you would f i n d  i n  your S O 1  f o r  
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, and t h e r e  i s  no way I could break t h i s  
down without  having a copy of t h a t .  

Q Do these  l e t t e r s  mean numbers? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - And what would t h e  numbers then i n d i c a t e ?  

A. Well, it would give you the  g r i d  coordina tes  t h a t  
we--of the  a c t u a l  landing zone. We code t h i s  f o r  t h e  purposes 
of - - th is  i s  information of our  s i d e ,  and we always code any-
th ing  t h a t  i s  our  information.  Anything t h a t  i s  enemy i n f o r -
mation we can g ive  i n  t h e  open. 
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Q- Can you t e l l  m e  how many a i r c r a f t ,  by type ,  w e r e  
a s s igned  t o  t h e  174th  on 16 March, u s ing  OPREP 5,  E x h i b i t  R-3? 

A. Okay. The number of  a i r c r a f t  on hand is  15 ,  and . 
t h a t  would be  n i n e  D-models and s i x  C-models. 

Q How many w e r e  o p e r a t i o n a l  and mission-ready? 

A. Mission-ready,  w e  had 12 D-models and t h r e e  
gunships  o r  C-models . 
Q. And how many w e r e  down f o r  maintenance o r  n o t  
mission-ready? 

A. The number of a i r c r a f t  n o t  mission-ready was 
t h r e e  Deltas and t h r e e  C h a r l i e s .  

COL FRANKLIN: You were s h o r t  seven a i r ' c r a f t  of your  TO&E 
s t r e n g t h  a t  . t h i s  t i m e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q e  I t h i n k  you were a u t h o r i z e d  28 ;  t h a t  was 20 
s l i c k s  and e i g h t  gunships?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  w e  had a t  t h a t  time--some w e r e  
d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  mor ta r  a t t a c k s  t h a t  w e  had du r ing  t h a t  
T e t  p e r i o d .  W e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  h i t  p r e t t y  h a r d  t h e r e .  

Q Excuse m e .  J u s t  one more q u e s t i o n  on t h a t  form. 
Under s o r t i e s .  Task Force Barker  g o t  9 9 .  Does t h a t  mean 
t h a t  everyone o f  t h e s e  s l i c k s  made 11 sorties, o r  what? 

A. A s o r t i e  r e a l l y  is  a landing .  

Q- So t h o s e  n i n e  s l i c k s  made 11 land ings  du r ing  
t h e  day,  on an average? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it would be e x a c t ,  b u t  
it would be an average of t h e  l and ings .  

Q- Would you e x p l a i n  j u s t  how you could g e t  s o  many 
s o r t i e s  o u t  of t h e s e  n i n e  a i r c r a f t ,  Capta in  BOSWELL? 
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A. S i r ,  a s o r t i e  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  number of l and ings ,  
s o  I could l e a v e  Duc Pho and go t o ,  say  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  L i z ,  
which i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  f i r e  suppor t  base j u s t  ac ross  t h e  way, 
and land ,  and t h a t ' s  one,  and I could move from Liz  on t h e  VIP 
down t o  t h e  resupply pad, and t h a t  would be two s o r t i e s  be-
cause it i s  j u s t  t h e  number of landings .  So you could go 
from one LZ t o  a PZ and back and f o r t h  aga in ,  and each one of 
t h e s e  would c o n s t i t u t e  a s o r t i e .  

Q. Thank you. 

LTC PATTERSON: Captain  BOSWELL, how long had t h e  174th been 
ope ra t ing  i n  t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  p r i o r  t o  March 1968? 

A. I a r r i v e d  i n  Duc Pho j u s t  about t h e  20th of Sep-
tember 1967. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  174th d i d  n o t  have a l l  of  i t s  
equipment and eve ry th ing  i n  Duc Pho. P a r t  of i t s  s u p p l i e s  
w e r e  s t i l l  back i n  Lane Army H e l i p o r t ,  which i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
h e l i p o r t  j u s t  o u t s i d e  Q u i  Nhon. I was t o l d  t h a t  they  h a d n ' t  
been i n  Duc Pho much more than 6 months and t h a t  they had 
taken  over  t h e  a i r f i e l d  from t h e  Marines and a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  it 
wasn ' t  a t  Duc Pho i t s e l f .  I t  was j u s t  a q u a r t e r  of a m i l e  
o r  s o  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  an a r e a  c a l l e d  Eag le ' s  N e s t ,  and t h e  main 
resupply  a r e a  was a p l ace  c a l l e d  Guadalcanal. Anyway, it 
was mostly ~ a r i n e 'names s i n c e  w e  took it over  from t h e  Marines. 
Approximately 1 o r  2 weeks l a t e r ,  a f t e r  w e  had taken  
over  t h e  a r e a ,  w e ,  I say we, I mean t h e  people  t h a t  w e r e  
t h e r e  and t h e  infantrymen t h a t  were t h e r e ,  w e  were a b l e  t o  
l and  C-130's and C-123's i n  t h e r e  f o r  resupply.  Up u n t i l  
t h a t  t i m e  I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  were VC u n i t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
t h a t  h a d n ' t  had t o  f i g h t  i n  20 yea r s  and it was very h e a v i l y  
--a heavy concen t ra t ion  of enemy t roops  t h e r e .  When I f i r s t  
go t  t h e r e ,  and w e  took o f f  and landed a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  LZ, 
w e  r ece ived  f i r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  f o r  j u s t  about t h e  whole t i m e  
I was t h e r e .  I t  was a r e a l  h o t  a r e a  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  enemy was 
concerned. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  have you t h i n k  back a l i t t l e  b i t  
about t h e  u n i t  i t s e l f  and t h e  personnel  t h e r e i n .  Did you 
have a l o t  of personnel  t u rbu lence  between t h e  t i m e  frame 
of September 1967 and i n t o  March and A p r i l  1968? 

A. Well ,  I wouldn ' t  say  t h a t  we had t o o  much more 
than any o t h e r  u n i t  had. A s  f a r  as my u n i t ,  t h e  174th ,  was 
concerned we--everybody was mostly l eav ing  on t h e i r  normal 
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DEROS d a t e s .  W e  had some wounded j u s t  p r i o r  t o  my a r r i v i n g  
t h e r e .  They had ,  I b e l i e v e ,  something l i k e  40 of  them wounded 
i n  t h e  company. W e  l o s t  t h o s e  s o  we had a b i g  i n f l u x  of per-
sonne l  t o  r e p l a c e  them. These w e r e  a l l  t h e  maintenance company, 
409th.  

COL F R A N K L I N :  How d i d  you lose 40? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  w e  had j u s t  g o t t e n  t h e r e  and ou r  de-
f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  were n o t  t h e  b e s t .  I t  was r e a l  ha rd  t o  
g e t  t imber s  and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  So a s  f a r  a s  b u i l d i n g  
bunkers ,  w e  used t o  d i g  i n  as b e s t  we could  and what happened, 
t h e  VC o r  t h e  NVA, whoever it w a s ,  h i t  us w i t h  m o r t a r s ,  and 
t h e  f i r s t  two rounds h i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of a G P  medium 
t e n t ,  and t h e  men d i d n ' t  have a chance t o  g e t  under cover .  

Q When was t h i s ?  What month? 

A. T h i s  w a s  j u s t  b e f o r e  my a r r i v a l .  So it must have 
been i n  August.  

A. Y e s .  

Q- F o r t y  men o u t  of your  maintenance company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They w e r e n ' t  a l l  k i l l e d .  They w e r e  
wounded. 

LTC PATTERSON: A f t e r  o r  between t h e  p e r i o d  September 1967 and 
March 1968 ;  t h e n ,  you d i d  n o t  have a l o t  of i n f u s i o n s  o r  personne 
d e p a r t u r e s ?  I n  o t h e r  words, was your  u n i t  i n  good combat 
ready and e f f e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n ,  s a y  i n  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  We were ,  f o r  3 months o r  s o ,  were 
s t i l l  t r a n s f e r r i n g  s u p p l i e s  from Lane Army H e l i p o r t ,  b u t  t hey  
were n o t  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  we would need f o r  any combat o p e r a t i o n .  
This  was some e x t r a  s t u f f  t h a t  was j u s t  l a y i n g  up a t  t h e  Lane 
Army H e l i p o r t .  

Q. During t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968, d i d  you conduct  
a g r e a t  many combat a s s a u l t s ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  W e  w e r e  r e a l l y  h e a v i l y  committed, 
because b e f o r e  t h e  11 th  Brigade came t h e r e ,  w e  suppor ted  t h e  
3d Brigade of t h e  4 th  D iv i s ion .  Before  t h e  3d Brigade o f  
the 4 th  D i v i s i o n  l e f t ,  we had d i f f e r e n t  o u t f i t s  come i n  and 
were s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  s t a g i n g  a r e a .  Th i s  was t h e  o l d  a r e a  
t h a t  w e  once used ,  which i s  ove r  a t  t h e  E a g l e ' s  Nest .  W e  
w e r e  n o t  on ly  f l y i n g  two o r  
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t h r e e  combat a s s a u l t s  each morning p l u s  o u r  r e supp ly ,  b u t  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  w e  w e r e  a l s o  conduct ing p r a c t i c e  combat 
a s s a u l t s .  Th i s  was f o r  t h e  new u n i t s  t h a t  were a r r i v i n g  i n  
Vietnam, t o  t r a i n  them s o  t h a t l h e y  were t a c t i c a l l y  p r o f i c i e n t ,  
I guess you would s a y ,  and r e a l l y  up t o  p a r .  W e  were c a l l i n g  
t h e s e  p r a c t i c e  combat a s s a u l t s ,  b u t  i n  t h a t  area t h a t  w e  were 
a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no such t h i n g s  as a p r a c t i c e .  On some of  thode 
combat a s s a u l t s  w e  g o t  i n t o  some p r e t t y  heavy f i r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  g i v i n g  any a i r -mobi le  combat 
a s s a u l t - t y p e  t r a i n i n g  t o  t h e  1/20? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  t i m e  frame? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  it was i n  December. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Did you have a t a c t i c a l  SOP i n  t h e  174th?  

Y e s ,  sir. 

Was it w r i t t e n ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  I t  was i n  w r i t i n g .  

Q - What d i d  t h a t  SOP s t a t e ,  a s  b e s t  as you can r e c a l l ,  
concerning t h e  doorgunners and engaging o r  engagement on a 
combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  doorgunner and t h e  crew c h i e f  were bo th  
a c t i n g  a s  doorgunners w h i l e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was i n  f l i g h t .  
They w e r e  complete ly  r e spons ive  t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commanders. 
On every a i r c r a f t  w e  had a crew of f o u r :  t h e  a i r c r a f t  corn-
mander, t h e  pilot, the doorgunner,  and t h e  crew c h i e f .  Of 
cou r se ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander and t h e  p i l o t ,  and I am t a l k i n g  
about  a cargo-car ry ing  a i r c r a f t  l i k e  t h e  D-model, o r  a t roop-
c a r r y i n g  a i r c r a f t ,  t hey  c o u l d n ' t  f i r e ,  b u t  t h e  doorgunner and 
crew c h i e f  cou ld ,  and they  on ly  f i r e d  on command of t h e  a i r c r a f t  
commander. 

Q Who w a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander r e s p o n s i v e  t o ?  
I 
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A. The a i r c r a f t  commander, i f  we were i n  a combat 
a s s a u l t  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  would be re spons ib le  t o  t h e  l ead  a i r -  
c r a f t .  

Q- Who was t h e  l ead  responsive t o ?  

A. The l ead  a i r c r a f t  was re spons ib le  t o  the  mission 
commander o r  t h e  ground commander t h a t  was i n  charge of the  
mission. 

Q- Then a s  I understand i t , . t h e  ground commander 
c o n t r o l l e d  whether o r  n o t  t h e  doorgunners and crew c h i e f s ,  
o r  t h e  s l i ck -ca r ry ing  a i r c r a f t ,  f i r e d  when going i n t o  a 
combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  Tha t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  We used t o  g e t  
i n t o  some arguments over t h a t  because we f e l t  t h a t  i f  we 
were going t o  p u t  t h a t  many a i r c r a f t  i n t o  an LZ,  and t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  we went i n  i f  we regarded t h i s  LZ--unless it was 
a v i l l a g e  o r  something l i k e  tha t - - i f  it was j u s t  an LZ, we 
l i k e d  it when we could go i n  h o t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  However, 
we c o u l d n ' t  go i n  and do a s  we pleased.  W e  had t o  do what 
t h e  mission commander s a i d ,  and q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  time the  
11 th  Brigade d i d n ' t  go i n  h o t  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  i n .  - Of course,  
we resen ted  it a l i t t l e  b i t .  We f igured  i f  we a r e  going t o  
pu t  t h a t  many a i r c r a f t  i n t o  one a r e a ,  t h a t  we should prep it 
befo re  we go i n .  

Q. 
mean? 

J u s t  f o r  t h e  record ,  what does "going i n  ho t "  

A. We would ask them on t h e  r a d i o ,  we would say ,  
"Dolphin l e a d ,  t h i s  i s  Cowboy 6 ,  r eques t  t o  go i n  h o t , "  and 
t h i s  means t o  go i n  with t h e  doorgunners f i r i n g  and t h e  Sharks,  
which a r e  gunships,  prepping the  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of 
t h e  t roop-carrying a i r c r a f t .  Q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  time we were 
n o t  allowed t o  do so.  

COL FRANKLIN: You were n o t  allowed t o  f i r e  doorguns o r  
t h e  gunships shoo t ,  o r  j u s t  n o t  f i r e  doorguns? 

A. No, sir .  W e  were n o t  allowed t o  f i r e  e i t h e r  
u n t i l  such t i m e  a s  we rece ived  f i r e  o r  we got  permission 
from t h e  mission commander t o  f i r e .  
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LTC PATTERSON: Who c o n t r o l l e d  whether o r  n o t  t h e  gunships ,  
which I unders tand  were c a l l e d  Sharks ,  who c o n t r o l l e d  whether  
o r  n o t  t hey  went i n  h o t  o r  f i r e d  suppres s ion  rounds p r i o r  t o  
t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  t r o o p  s h i p s ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  miss ion  commander d i d  t h i s .  W e  would 
c a l l  t h e  miss ion  commander on t a k e  o f f  from Duc Pho and 
c o n t a c t  him, and a c t u a l l y ,  they  would only  go i n t o  t h a t  area 
maybe j u s t  a few seconds b e f o r e  t h e  t roop-ca r ry ing  a i r c r a f t  
went i n t o  t h i s  area. 

Q By t h e  miss ion  commander, you a r e  t a l k i n g  about  
the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The ground u n i t  commander. 

Q- The ground u n i t  commander? 

A .  Say, t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander of t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  w e  a r e  l i f t i n g  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  o r  i f  it is 
a company l i f t ,  t h e  company commander. 

Q Once t h e  t r o o p s  were on t h e  ground,  who then  
c o n t r o l l e d  whether o r  n o t  t h e  subsequent  l i f t s  o f  s l i c k s  
went i n  h o t  o r  t h e  Shark gunship a i r c r a f t  engaged t a r g e t s  
on t h e  ground? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I can never  remember f i r i n g .  Of cou r se ,  
I d i d n ' t  f l y  ' the gunship.  I f lew t h e  t roop-ca r ry ing  a i r c r a f t .  
I can never  remember f i r i n g  going i n t o  t h e  LZ a second t i m e  
a s  long  a s  w e  had an American t r o o p  on t h e  ground. Now, t h e  
Sharks d i d  f i r e .  Ho~7ever, t hey  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  s t r i c t l y  by 
t h e  u n i t  commander on t h e  ground o r  t h e  company commander o r  
b a t t a l i o n  commander. Now, i n  o r d e r  f o r  them t o  f i r e ,  t hey  had 
t o  have unques t ionable  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of what t hey  were f i r i n g  
a t ,  and where, and they  must have had permiss ion  from t h e  
ground commander t o  f i r e  a s  long a s  we had t r o o p s  on t h e  
ground. They u s u a l l y  marked w i t h  smoke t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  and, 
of cou r se ,  w e  knew, b u t  t hey  could  n o t  f i r e  w i thou t  permiss ion 
from t h e  ground commander. 

Q What t ype  of  communications? There must have 
been communications r e q u i r e d ,  t hen ,  between t h e  Dolphin l e a d  
and Shark l e a d  w i t h  t h e  miss ion  commander. What t y p e  of  
r a d i b  w a s  used f o r  t h i s  communication? 

(BOSWELL) 16 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-66 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. S i r ,  each a i r c r a f t  was equipped wi th  a UHF, a Fox 
Mike, and most of them had VHF. However, w e  d i d n ' t  use VHF 
ex tens ive ly .  UHF is  what w e  normally used t o  communicate 
i n  a company. 

Q a  Between a i r c r a f t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  between a i r c r a f t .  

Q- A i r  t o  a i r  communication? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. A i r  t o  ground communications was j u s t
about  always FM; i n  f a c t ,  I would j u s t  about say  always--it  
was accomplished on a Fox Mike rad io .  

0- Then your combat a s s a u l t s  i n  c o n t a c t  wi th  t h e  
ground mission commander would have been on h i s  frequency 
modulated, FM, frequency. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  N o w ,  we would monitor--every a i r c r a f t  
would monitor t h e  ground channel,  b u t  only t h e  l eads  would 
c o m u n i c a t e  on t h a t  channel  un less  w e  had a UHF f a i l u r e  o r  
something of this na tu re .  W e  would keep communication down 
and t h e  t a l k  and c h a t t e r  between a i r c r a f t  a s  l i t t l e  a s  poss ib le .  
So a l l  of your a i r  t o  a i r  communications was on UHF. 

COL FRANKLIN: A l l  your l i f t  s h i p s  would monitor the-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  But they would monitor-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  On an FM? 

A. . .  Y e s ,  sir. 

LTC PATTERSON: I n  landing o r  conducting a combat a s s a u l t  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a hamlet t h a t  i s  suspected  of be ing h o s t i l e ,  
what was, t h e  company's d e s i r e ,  a s  f a r  a s  proximity t o  landing,  
of landing t o  t h e  h o s t i l e  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet? I ' m  asking,  
did you l i k e  t o  land crowded up t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  hamlet? 

A. No, sir. Not i f  we could h e l p  it. W e  had prob- 
l e m s  wi th  hamlets ,  because f i r s t  o f f ,  what w e  used t o  do is  
p ick  a f i e l d  o u t  t h a t  was a good t ake  o f f  and landing azimuth 
and t h e  CCC s h i p  would go down and mark t h e  a r e a  wi th  smoke and 
we would land.  Now, i f  w e  prepped, w e  prepped j u s t  t h e  per imeter  
of the  f i e l d ,  j u s t  t h e  hedgerow o r  t h e  hedges. There was no 
f i r i n g  . a t  a l l  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Of course ,  t h e  b i g  problem 
then was what w e  c a l l e d  an Eagle Mission, and t h a t  was t o  p u t  
your f i r s t  l i f t  i n ,  and then  go back a s  f a s t  a s  you can and 
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g e t  more and s t a r t  t o  block t h e  escape r o u t e s  from t h i s  
v i l l a g e .  There was no f i r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  a t  a l l .  
Usually,  t h e s e  f i e l d s  were q u i t e  a few hundred yards from the  
v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q- With a formation of n i n e  t roop-carrying s l i c k s ,  
a s  you've i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a combat a s s a u l t  
on 16 March, what would have been, o r  do you r e c a l l ,  t h e  
combat formation and l and ing  formation of t h a t  number of 
s l i c k s ?  

A. This  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s a u l t  a t  My Lai ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
f l y i n g  it myself. But I flew many, many o t h e r  combat a s s a u l t s ,  
and it  was t h e  SOP and s t andard  i n  t h e  company t h a t  a l l  these  
a i r c r a f t  f l y  i n  what is c a l l e d  a vee formation. W e  used t o  
run our formations where the f i r s t  s h i p  was c a l l e d  Alpha 1, 
and on t h e  l e f t  w e  had a number 2 ,  and on t h e  r i g h t  of him 
number 3.  These t h r e e  vee s h i p s  were t h e  Alpha element,  and 
any o t h e r  people w e  had t h e r e  were c a l l e d  t h e  Bravo, and f o r  
every t h r e e  s h i p s  w e  had C, Dl and on back. The s l o t  was i n  
between t h e  second and t h i r d ,  and i t - - i n s t e a d  of c a l l i n g  it 
number 4,. w e  would s t a y  on t h e s e  1, 2 ,  and 3 numbers, and w e  
would ca l l  him Bravo 1. This  was s o  we could s p l i t  our  combat 
a s s a u l t  and go t o  two d i f f e r e n t  L Z ' s  i f  necessary ,  and i f  it 
was c a l l e d  f o r ,  w e  would have a l e a d e r  a t  each one and it 
would be e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e .  

COL'FRANKLIN: I n  o t h e r  words, you've g o t  a t r a i l  of vees? 

A. A t r a i l  of vees.  Y e s ,  sir.  

LTC PATTERSON: I n  a n i n e  s h i p  a s s a u l t  then ,  it would have 
been SOP f o r  t h r e e  vees of t h r e e  i n  t r a i l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. Y e s ,  sir. We never changed 
from t h a t  p o l i c y  f o r  a number of reasons.  

' One was t h a t  t h e  t roops  on t h e  L Z ' s ,  i n  o r d e r  
f o r  them t o  l i n e  up, when w e  t r a i n e d  them, w e  t r a i n e d  them 
t h i s  way. I f  you go i n t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y  and t r y  t o  change 
t h e  formation of s h i p s ,  w e l l ,  then it messes up t h e  ground 
commander because he d o e s n ' t  g e t  t h e  r i g h t  personnel  on t h e  
r i g h t  sh ip .  The i n f a n t r y  themselves a r e  b r i e f e d  on how w e  
a r e  going t o  l and ,  and i f  you s tart  coming i n t o  a whole bunch 
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of  fo rma t ions ,  t h e n  it confuses  t h e  t r o o p s ,  and when they  g e t  
on down on t h e  ground tk?y  s t a r t  going i n  every  which d i r e c t i o n  
and t h e  r i g h t  people  a r e  n o t  l i n k e d  up w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  people .  

Q. I t  would be  l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  on t h e  1 6 t h  
o f  March, w i t h  n i n e  s h i p s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  you would have used 
t h i s  SOP format ion?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

9- And landed somewhere o u t s i d e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  
an open area? 

Q Y e s ,  sir.  

A. I can on ly  remember one t i m e  i n  t h e  whole t ime I 
was ove r  t h e r e  t h a t  w e  l anded  i n  a v i l l a g e ,  and I ' m  n o t  s u r e  
o f  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  it was May t i le  1st. 

Q. I n  a v i l l a g e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  T h i s  was because we were going t o  a 
LZ q u i t e  a ways from t h e  v i l l a g e .  A h e l i c o p t e r  from b r igade  
a v i a t i o n ,  11 th  Brigade Av ia t ion ,  w a s  j u s t  making a pas s  by 
t h i s  v i l l a g e .  Th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  was n o t  n o r t h  of Quang 
Ngai, it was j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  of  Quang Ngai i n  t h a t  r i v e r  
t h e r e ;  and as h e  w a s  going by t h e  v i l l a g e  a VC jumped o u t  
and,  w i t h  an au tomat ic  weapon, s h o t  t h e  gunner and t h e  c r e w  
c h i e f ,  b u t  he d i d n ' t  h i t  t h e  p i l o t .  They were i n  an O H - 2 3 .  
W e  immediately s topped  t h e  a s s a u l t .  We w e r e  on t h e  f i n a l ,  
coming on t h e  f i n a l  t o  o u r  LZ. W e  made a go around and came 
back up i n  c i r c l e  and c a l l e d  back t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  a v i a t i o n  re-
q u e s t i n g  permiss ion  t o  con t inue  t h e  a s s a u l t  i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e .  
A t  t h e  t ime ,  t h i s  v i l l a g e  was i n  a horseshoe-shaped manner. 
So, w e  s t a r t e d  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  horseshoe .  Nobody 
w a s  f i r i n g  o r  any th ing  else. We w e r e  j u s t  going i n .  The one 
23 ,  t h e  OH-23, t h e  gunner was s t i l l  a b l e  t o  f i r e ,  and he 
k i l l e d  t h i s  one man w i t h  t h e  au tomat ic  weapon. We were about  
3 m i l e s  o u t  on f i n a l  and we s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  au tomat ic  
weapons f i r e  from every  d i r e c t i o n  you could  name i n  t h a t  v i l -
l a g e .  A s  w e  went i n t o  t h i s ,  it seemed l i k e  j u s t  about every  
hootch i n  t h e  p l a c e  was opening f i r e  on u s ,  s o  we opened f i r e  
on t h i s  v i l l a g e .  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  v i l l a g e  t h e  people  
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were ga the red  around t h i s  one t r o o p e r  i n  uniform,  and he  was 
s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  f i r i n g  a t  u s .  I s a w  t h i s ,  and I saw one of  t h e  
Sharks f i r e  i n t o  t h e  group.  I thought  t h a t  guy was go ing  t o  
g e t  me, h i s  au tomat ic  f i r e  was s o  c l o s e .  So,  t h i s  was t h e  only 
t ime I can remember t h a t  we a c t u a l l y  s h o t  i n t o  a group and 
w e  d i d  h i t  c i v i l i a n s .  But w e  a lso--I  can remember on t h e  
way o u t  t h a t  my gunner--we i d e n t i f i e d  some women down t h e r e  
i n  among some people  w i t h  weapons, and I can p e r s o n a l l y  vouch 
t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  s t o p  f i r i n g ,  b u t  he j u s t  went r i g h t  around those  
women and k i d s  down t h e r e  and went ahead and g o t  t h e  people  i n  
uniform. Tha t  was t h e  on ly  t ime I can e v e r  remember. 

Q - I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  t h e  OPREP 5 ( E x h i b i t  R-3)
of 16 March f o r  a moment. I t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  
some a d d i t i o n a l  a v i a t i o n  suppor t  i n  t h e  form of s l i c k s  from 
t h e  7 1 s t  Av ia t ion  Company. What w a s  t h e i r  c a l l  s i g n ?  Do 
you r e c a l l ?  

A. The 7 1 s t ,  I b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  t h e  Warlords.  

Q. The Warlords ,  I b e l i e v e  w e r e  t h e  123d. Does 
t h e  name R a t t l e r - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R a t t l e r ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- How w e r e  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t  i d e n t i f i e d ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

(Witness makes no response.  ) 

Did they  have a nose i n s i g n i a ?  

A. Yes, sir.  The Rat t le rs ,  now, t hey  w e r e  t h e  
gunships of t h e  71s t .  The t roop-ca r ry ing  a i r c r a f t  were 
c a l l e d  something else t h a t  had t o  do w i t h  some type  o f  
s e r p e n t .  Like t h e  Sharks  and t h e  Dolphins were k i n d  of  
t o g e t h e r .  So t h e  R a t t l e r s  would be t h e  gunsh ips ,  and I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name of  t h e  s l i c k s .  

Q What w a s  t h e  i n s i g n i a  on t h e  nose of t h e  71s t  
s l i c k s ?  Do you r e c a l l  i t ,  o r  what d i d  it look l i k e ?  

A. From what I can r e c a l l ,  it was a c o i l e d  ra t t ler .  

Q Where would t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  s l i c k s  from t h e  
7 1 s t  have been i n  your  format ion  of n i n e  a i r c r a f t ?  Would 
they  have been l ead?  
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A. No, sir. They would have been a t  t h e  r e a r .  I t  
was a f o r m a l i t y  now. We used t o  g e t  t h e s e  q u i t e  o f t e n  because 
w e  would g e t  h i t  s o  o f t e n  and we would be  s o  s h o t  up and we 
had s o  many r e p a i r e d  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have enough t o  meet ou r  
miss ion  o r  whatever  w e  were r e q u i r e d  t o  m e e t  f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t .  
I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  w e  would c o n t a c t  b a t t a l i o n ,  t h e  1 4 t h  Combat 
Avia t ion  B a t t a l i o n ,  and t h e y  would send us o r  augment us w i t h  
enough a i r c r a f t  t o  meet o u r  miss ion  requirement .  W e  never  
al lowed t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  t o  l e a d  o r  even be up f r o n t  of t h e  
format ion because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  w e r e n ' t  f a m i l i a r  

, w i t h  ou r  A0 a s  w e  are. Of cou r se ,  anytime we went t o  t h e i r  
A 0  t o  f l y  w e  always f e l l  i n  on t h e  r e a r  of t h e i r  format ion.  
This  is p o l i c y .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of 16 March, and do 
you recal l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  and/or f l y i n g  i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. I know t h e r e  was an o p e r a t i o n  on 16 
March, b u t  t h e  a r e a  and t h e  name of it I m n o t  f a m i l i a r  
w i th .  . 

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any rumors about  an o p e r a t i o n  
on o r  about  16 March concerning My L a i  ( 4 )  o r  a l a r g e  number 
of VC k i l l s  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day wh i l e  you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. I probably d i d ,  b u t  t o  k i l l  seven o r  e i g h t  VC 
was--the r ea son  I c a n tt make it s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind was 
t h e r e  was no th ing  unusual  about t h i s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Find-
i n g  muni t ions  s t a s h e d  away o r  a h o s p i t a l  o r  something l i k e  
t h i s - - I ' d  of probably l e t  it go i n t o  one e a r  and o u t  t h e  
o t h e r  because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  was common i n  that a r e a .  

Q Do you r e c a l l ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1968, any 
i n c i d e n t s  i nvo lv ing  t h e  Shark gunships  and t h e  s h o o t i n g  
o r  wounding of any of t h e  Shark a v i a t i o n  pe r sonne l?  Any 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  your  mind? 

A. I can r e c a l l  people  t a l k i n g  about  it, b u t  I 
d id  n o t  w i t n e s s  it myself .  

COL FRANKLIN: What was t h e  t a l k  about  i t ?  

A. What happened t h a t  I can remember was w e  had 
one of o u r  c r e w  c h i e f s  o r  gunners ,  which one I c a n ' t  remem-
b e r ,  it w a s  i n  t h e  Sharks ,  w a s  s h o t .  Where he w a s  s h o t ,  I 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t  e i t h e r ,  b u t  I know he was wounded, and 
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I knew t h a t  it was my job t o  go over  and i n v e s t i g a t e  who 
was wounded and g e t  a l l  t h e  information I could from him. 
I d i d n ' t  s t i c k  around t h e  opera t ions  t o  g e t  a l l  t he  i n f o r -
mation and everyth ing  t h a t  was going on. However, t h a t  
evening I w a s  over towards opera t ions  and Captain SCHOOLFIELD, 
who was our  medical off icer--he was a doc to r  a t  Duc Pho 
assigned t o  the  ba t ta l ion--he  came i n  over by opera t ions  
and was walking around f a s t .  I looked over  a t  him and 
he looked mad, and I s a i d  "What I s  t h e  ma t t e r  Doc?" H e  
s a i d ,  "I g o t  t o  f i n d  t h e  CO." I s a i d ,  "What f o r ? "  and he 
wouldn ' t  t e l l  me a t  f i r s t ,  s o  I knew something was wrong 
by t h e  way he w a s  ac t ing .  So I followed him, and then I 
heard him say,  "So they g o t  one of our gunners. Did you 
have t o  go and wipe o u t  o r  shoot  up some v i l l a g e s ? "  I 
d i d n ' t  i n v e s t i g a t e  it any f u r t h e r  because,  w e l l ,  I thought,  
t o  begin wi th ,  t h a t  he had some misinformation o r  something, 
and it was hard f o r  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  someone would j u s t  
a r b i t r a r i l y  go out  and shoot  up anything. But on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, t h e r e  has been a ques t ion  i n  my mind what a c t u a l l y  
d i d  happen on t h a t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  time frame of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  
Can you p in  it down t o  a month? 

A. I would say it would be around--it was toward 
t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of my t o u r  back when. I t  must have been 
around i n  February. 

A. Yes, sir.  Because it was j u s t  b e f o r e  Captain 
WOODS, t he  o l d  p la toon l e a d e r ,  l e f t .  He l e f t  a t  t h e  same 
time t h a t  Major WHEAT d i d ,  who was t h e  o l d  CO. 

Q. Captain PETERS would have been a member of t h a t  
p la toon a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q What about MOYS? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q On what a u t h o r i t y  d i d  t h e  gunships j u s t  go i n  
and s t a r t  shoot ing up v i l l a g e s ?  You j u s t  g o t  through t e l l i n g  
us t h a t  the  mission commander--
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A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They d o n ' t  have any a u t h o r i t y  t o  go 
i n  and shoo t  up any v i l l a g e  u n l e s s  they  g e t  it f r ~ mt h e  com-
mander i n  charge of t h e  a r e a  of o p e r a t i o n s ,  which would be t h e  
l l t h  Brigade TOC headquar t e r s .  Not un le s s  they a r e  f i r e d  
upon. 

Q. I f  they a r e  f i r e d  upon from a  v i l l a g e ,  what 
are t h e  r u l e s  of engagement and what can they do? Say 
they  g e t  f i r e  from a v i l l a g e ,  an SKS from a  v i l l a g e  o r  
they  t h i n k  it i s  an SKS. What a r e  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement 
f o r  t h e  174th? What would you do? 

A. The f i r s t  t h i n g  you would have t o  do i s  r e p o r t  
it t o  t h e  TOC headquar t e r s .  

Q. What TOC is  t h a t ?  

A.  This  would be t h e  11th  Brigade TOC, and t h e  
second t h i n g  i s  t h a t  i f  it i s  a v i l l a g e  t h e r e  i s n ' t  much 
I can do. I f  i t ' s  o u t  i n  t h e  open o r  i n  a r i c e  paddy and 
they  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  they  can f i r e  back, b u t  n o t  i n  a 
v i l l a g e .  

LTC PATTERSON: Captain BOSWELL, would you t e l l  us what-- 
d i d  gunships  o r  a i r c r a f t  from t h e  174th j u s t  c r u i s e  around 
i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  low a l t i t u d e s  w a i t i n g  t o  g e t  s h o t  a t ;  o r  when 
they  w e r e  going from p o i n t  A t o  p o i n t  B ,  what p recau t ions  
d i d  they  t a k e  t o  keep from r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  u n l e s s  they  a r e  
a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  an o p e r a t i o n  wi th  a ground element? 

A. The a r e a  t h a t  they  d i d  most of t h e i r  c r u i s i n g  
around were a r e a s  c a l l e d  f r e e - f i r e  zones. These f r e e - f i r e  
zones were known enemy. I have flown ove r  them many days 
and I could see NVA s t and ing  t h e r e  wi th  w e 5  gear .  Of cour se ,  
I s t a y e d  up above 1,500 f e e t .  The p o l i c y  i n  Vietnam was 
t h a t  you e i t h e r  f l y  a t  1,500 f e e t  o r  you f l y  on t h e  deck 
r i g h t  down low. Now, a l o t  of t imes you c o u l d n ' t  g e t  1,500 
f e e t ,  i n  f a c t  a  whole bunch of t i m e s ,  s o  you d i d n ' t  f l y  at--  

COL FRANKLIN : ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Why couldn ' t you? 

A.  Because of weather ,  s ir .  We w e r e  pe rmi t t ed  t o  
go down t o  1,000 f e e t  i n  weather ,  b u t  anyth ing  lower than  
1,000 f e e t  w e  d i d n ' t  f l y  o r  we went down r i g h t  on t h e  deck 
o r  w e  d i d n ' t  f l y  a t  a l l .  W e  cons idered  our  most v u l n e r a b l e  
a l t i t u d e  between 1,000 f e e t  and t h e  ground o r  say  50 f e e t .  
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So over t h e r e ,  wi th  t h e  monsoons and everyth ing  e l s e ,  w e  
d i d  a l o t  of f l y i n g  r i g h t  down on the  deck. Now, t h e  
Sharks used t o  go ou t  looking and i f  they were f i r e d  a t  
would r e t u r n  the  f i r e ,  b u t  t h i s  was i n  f r e e - f i r e  zones. 

Q T h i s  a r e a  over he re  (po in t ing  t o  M A P - 1 ) .
Look a t  t h e  map over  t h e r e ,  Captain BOSWELL. This i s  My 
L a i  ( 4 )  and H i l l  85 i n  t h a t  a r e a  i n  orange on t h e  map. 
That i s  MAP-1. Do you know i f  t h a t  i s  a f r e e - f i r e  zone 
o r  considered a f r e e - f i r e  zone by t h e  Sharks? 

A. No, sir. This i s  n o t  a f r e e - f i r e  zone 
because,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  it i s  n o t  i n  our AO, our  a r e a  
of opera t ions .  This would have t o  be an e x t e n t i o n  of 
our a rea  of opera t ion .  Our a r e a  of opera t ions  was Quang 
Ngai and t h e  r i v e r  j u s t  nor th  of Quang Ngai. The only 
f r e e - f i r e  zone t h a t  we had--at one t ime, I th ink  w e  
changed from time t o  time--

Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s .  

A. Would be south of the  r i v e r  down toward Duc 
Pho, j u s t  nor th  of t h e  Duc Pho a r e a  along t h e  s t r i p .  

Q I f  t h e  Sharks were t o l d  t h e  a r e a  was a f r ee -
f i r e  zone, say an ARVN f r e e - f i r e  zone, does t h a t  mean they 
can--what were t h e  r u l e s  of engagement t h a t  would apply t o  
t h i s  a r e a  then? 

A .  This means t h a t  t h e r e  shou ldn ' t  be anybody i n  
t h i s  a rea .  

Q Except bad guys? 

A .  Except bad guys, r e a l l y .  A l l  t h e  people 
have been warned t o  s t a y  o u t  of these  a reas .  Even though 
we d i d  come up on f r e e - f i r e  zones we s t i l l ,  when we saw 
something moving i n  t h e r e ,  repor ted  it and we s t i l l  g o t  
permission t o  f i r e  i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q From t h e  11th  Brigade? 

Yes, sir. 
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Q e  O r ,  obv ious ly ,  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  you were 
working with--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s i r ,  because w e  d o n ' t  know, 
they  might have s e n t  a p a t r o l  o u t .  But, however, i f  we 
s t a r t  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e ,  we n o t i f y  them, and t h e  Sharks  would 
engage them, depending on i f  t h e y  can i d e n t i f y  them. They 
s t i l l  must be  able t o  i d e n t i f y  what t hey  are f i r i n g  a t .  

Q They have t o  be  able t o  i d e n t i f y ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- Did you have t h e  f e e l i n g  t h e  Sharks  were 
p r e t t y  good i n s o f a r  a s  n o t  f i r i n g  j u s t  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ;  
t h a t  t hey  had w e l l  i d e n t i f i e d  t a r g e t s  when they  f i r e d ?  
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A .  Yes, s i r .  I have watched them on o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and they  were good and they  were p r o f e s s i o n a l .  They were 
proud of t h e i r  o u t f i t  and t h e i r  p l a toon .  

Q- Do you t h i n k  t h e  Sharks  would f i r e  on women 
and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. No, s i r .  Not to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I mean i f  t hey  w e r e  c l e a r l y
d e f i n a b l e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q- Even i f  it were a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I c a l l e d  them i n  on a woman i n  a 
f r e e - f i r e  zone n o r t h  of  Duc Pho and t o l d  them--I w a s  i n  
a s l i c k ,  and it was SOP t h a t  a s l i c k  would n o t  engage an 
enemy t a r g e t  even i f  it  w a s  f i r e d  upon u n l e s s  t hey  do it 
t o  evade o r  g e t  o u t  of t h e r e .  I n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
somebody down i n  t h a t  f r e e - f i r e  zone, and I c a l l e d  up my 
o p e r a t i o n s .  They s e n t  t h e  Sharks  o u t ,  and t h e  Sharks  
r e p o r t e d  back t h a t  t h e r e  were women and k i d s  down t h e r e ,  
and t h e r e  was no f i r i n g  even though t h e s e  people  were 
i n  an area where t hey  were n o t  supposed t o  be  i n .  

Q. W a s  t h i s  something you s t r e s s e d ?  Now, you 
are t h e  XO of  t h i s  company. Did you stress t h a t  a l o t ,  
about n o t  h u r t i n g  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q* HOW? 

A. W e l l ,  we used t o  have b r i e f i n g s  each evening 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  miss ion  t h e  nex t  day,  and i n  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s  
w e  were t o l d  t h a t  w e  were going n e x t  t o  a v i l l a g e  and t o  
expec t  women and c h i l d r e n .  We were t o l d  t h a t  i n  many 
b a t t l e s  t h e r e  would be r e fugees  and t h e i r  approximate 
l o c a t i o n s ,  where t hey  a r e ,  and t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  W e  were 
a s  c a r e f u l  a s  w e  cou ld  be  n o t  t o  h u r t  them. I c a n ' t  say  
t h a t  t h e r e  were t imes t h a t  we c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  it, b u t  t h a t  
d i d n ' t  happen very o f t e n .  

Q - You have t h e  op in ion  t h a t  your  people  were--
you had some mature p i l o t s ,  and they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  go blowing 
away something wi thou t  r e a l l y  checlcing it o u t  o r  knowing 
what t h e y  were doing o r  g e t t i n g  t h e  p rope r  c l e a r a n c e  o r  
fo l lowing  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement? 
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A.  Y e s ,  sir.  D e f i n i t e l y .  

LTC PATTERSON: To t h e  b e s t  you can r e c a l l  t h e n ,  you d o n ' t  
remember f l y i n g  i n  suppor t  of Task Force Barker  on 16 March? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you flew 1 .6  hours  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  of March and t h e r e  i s  an a n n o t a t i o n  on your  p e r s o n a l  
copy of t h e  DA Form 759, I n d i v i d u a l  F l i g h t  Log. Do you c a r e  
t o  r e l a t e  what t h a t  1.6 hours  probably was i n  accordance w i t h  
t h e  DA Form 759? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Whenever t h e  a s s a u l t  was o v e r ,  
and t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  morning, 
t h i s  always took t h e  most a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ,  
and normally t h e  r e supp ly  a f t e r w a r d s  d i d n '  t t a k e  as many. 
I f  ou r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  was such t h a t  they  could s p a r e  an  
a i r c r a f t ,  t hen  myself be ing  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  and 
having a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  a t  t h e  t ime ,  s i n c e  my nex t  
h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  was a t  Chu La i ,  I f lew from Duc Pho 
t o  Chu La i  and back ,  which t a k e s  about  an hour  and one-
h a l f  t o  do t h i s ;  45 minutes each way, w i th  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
m a t t e r s .  A l o t  o f  t i m e s  I c o u l d n ' t  go because w e  j u s t  
d i d n ' t  have t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  b u t  when w e  d i d ,  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  
t h i s  i n .  

Q. And your  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s - -

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  My r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  I 
f lew from Duc Pho t o  Chu La i  and back t o  Duc Pho, and 
t h e r e  a r e  a number of o t h e r  n o t a t i o n s  on t h e r e  showing 
t h a t  it w a s  j u s t  about  t h e  same t ime span it took  m e  t o  
f l y  t h a t  same mis s ion ,  and I f lew it many, many t i m e s .  

Q Do you recal l ,  o r  can you s t a t e  f o r  u s ,  
whether  o r  n o t  you know of any a v i a t o r s  t h a t  f l ew on 
16 March i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  you have a l r e a d y  i d e n t i f i e d ?  

A.  I knew a l l  t h e  a v i a t o r s .  I d o n ' t  know who 
f lew on t h e  1 6 t h  because t h e r e  i s  no way I could  i d e n t i f y  
t h a t .  

COL FRANKLIN:  One f i n a l  t h i n g .  Capta in  SCHOOLFIELD is  
very e x c i t e d .  He's  running around and say ing  t h a t  you 
d i d n ' t  have t o  s h o o t  up t h e s e  v i l l a g e r s .  What d i d  you 
do then?  What was your r e a c t i o n ?  
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A. Mine was a r e a c t i o n  of  d i s b e l i e f ,  and a l s o  I 
had t h e  normal,  I ' d  s a y ,  human r e a c t i o n  of be ing  a man i n  
a somewhat r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  t o  g e t  it hushed up' u n t i l  
w e  f i n d  o u t  something f o r  s u r e  r i g h t  o r  wrong. S ince  he 
was going t o  s e e  t h e  CO, I d i d n ' t  normally--I  d o n ' t  
q u e s t i o n  t h e  CO, and i f  he  was going t o  l e t  me know about 
it, he would have. H e  and t h e  CO went i n t o  conference ,  and 
I wasn ' t  i n  when they  were t a l k i n g  about  i t ,  s o  I jus t - -
s i n c e  t h e  CO knew about it, I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  it o r  pursue  it 
any f u r t h e r  and d i d n ' t  mention it t o  anybody. 

Q- Who was t h e  CO? 

A. The CO a t  t h a t  time--I b e l i e v e  it was-- i t  
was i n  February,  s o  I am p r e t t y  s u r e  it must have been 
Colonel  WHEAT, who was Major WHEAT a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q It was n o t  Major GIBSON? 

A. No. Major GIBSON d i d  n o t  t a k e  over  u n t i l  
t h e  1st  of March. 

Q- The company commander never  t a l k e d  t o  you 
about  t h a t  s u b j e c t ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Did Captain  SCHOOLFIELD s e e m  calmed down o r  
happy? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  He seemed t o  calm down a f t e r w a r d s ,  
s o  I assumed it was j u s t  a misunders tanding.  

COL FRANKLIN: We're going t o  g e t  ahold of Capta in  
SCHOOLFIELD and we w i l l  j u s t  f i n d  o u t .  

Capta in  BOSWELL, you 've  been very h e l p f u l .  
I mean t h a t .  A l o t  of l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  have been 
neces sa ry  t h a t  you wouldn ' t  need t o  unders tand  why, b u t  
t hey  are,  and you have been ve ry ,  very h e l p f u l ;  and your 
t r i p ,  a s  f a r  as we a r e  concerned,  has  been very  worthwhile.  
I want t o  thank you f o r  coming up. 

I f  you should  t h i n k  of  any th ing  i n v o l v i n g  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  any th ing  t h a t  happened o r  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r -
mation t h a t  happened-on 16 arch of 1968,- anyth ing ,  you j u s t  
p i c k  up t h e  te lephone  and c a l l  up h e r e  and t a l k  t o  Colonel  
PATTERSON o r  myself o r  someone, nc  m a t t e r  how i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  
it may seem t o  you. 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q Do you have anyth ing  you want t o  add? 

A. W e l l ,  no, b u t  maybe I b e t t e r  add t h i s  i n .  I 
have hau led  an awful l o t  of  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  t h e  l l t h  Brigade.  
I ' v e  watched them handle  t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s ,  and I d o n ' t  p a r t i c -
u l a r l y  mean t o  r e f e r  t o  them a s  j u s t  p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  people;  
and I have never  s een  t h e  America1 t r o o p s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  l l t h  Br igade ,  pu rpose fu l ly  m i s t r e a t  t h e s e  people  wh i l e  
I saw them. They never  d i d  anyth ing .  There w e r e  a couple  
of  t imes when they  had t o  use  f o r c e  t o  r e s t r a i n  them, b u t  as 
f a r  as anyth ing  t h a t  happened t o  p r i s o n e r s  o r  people  of t h a t  
count ry ,  I d i d n ' t  w i t n e s s  them m i s t r e a t i n g  them. I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  might h e l p  because I have handled an awful  l o t  of p r i s -
one r s .  

COL FRANKLIN: Well,  it does h e l p ,  and we a p p r e c i a t e  it. 

You a r e  cau t ioned  aga in ,  you w i l l  n o t  d i s c u s s  
your  tes t imony b e f o r e  t h i s  board  wi th  anybody, u n l e s s  i t ' s  
b e f o r e  ano the r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e -
type  proceedings .  

Thank you ve ry  much, Capta in  BOSWELL. The 
hea r ing  i s  r eces sed .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1255 hour s ,  6 
January 1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: BURTON, Danny B. CW2 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P i l o t ,  Gun P l a t o o n ,  174th  
Avia t ion  Company. 

1. RECALL OF MY LA1 OPERATION. 

a .  General.  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he could  n o t  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 March 1968 a t  
My L a i ,  a l though  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  he  f lew t h r e e  and a h a l f  hours  t h a t  day (pg. 4 )  . H e  
d i d  r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h e  one 
about  which he  was t h i n k i n g  invo lved  pe r sonne l  c a r r i e r s  
(pg. 1 8 ) .  

b. Opera t ions  i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he saw f o u r  t o  t e n  bod ies  
i n  a d i t c h  and f o u r  o r  f i v e  people  h i d i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  d i t c h .  
H e  d i d  n o t  a s s o c i a t e  e i t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  wi th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  i s s u e  (pgs .  33, 34, 4 1 ,  43) . On t h e  o p e r a t i o n  about  which 
t h e  w i t n e s s  was t e s t i f y i n g  he r e c a l l e d  engaging and wounding 
a man who then  h i d  i n  a d i t c h .  He then  marked him wi th  
smoke (pgs .  37, 4 0 ,  5 1 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  from 25 t o  100 
people  moving down Highway 521 on t h e  day about  which he 
t e s t i f i e d  (pg. 4 4 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  
f i r i n g  any r o c k e t s  i n t o  v i l l a g e s ,  s e e i n g  a l a r g e  number o f  
b o d i e s ,  s e e i n g  a l a r g e  number of  burning hoo tches ,  o r  s e e i n g  
any f i r e s  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a  n e a r  Co Lay (pgs.  1 4 ,  45-47). 
H e  d i d  s t a t e  t h a t  herememberedhear ing  o f  a man b e i n g  s h o t  
i n  t h e  f o o t  and evacuated  and a gunsh ip  c a l l  f o r  t r o o p s  t o  
p i c k  up two dead VC who were marked w i t h  smoke (pgs .  25, 4 0 ) .  
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H i s  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  fly on 
17  March 1968 (pg. 3 3 ) .  

c. Informat ion  about  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  he  hea rd  o f  no unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  Co Lay a r e a s  (pgs .  47, 4 8 ) .  

2. .OPERATIONAL METHODS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  b r i e f i n g s  
were h e l d  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a t  t h e  a v i a t i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
(pg.  3 ) .  On t h e  day o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  gunships  would f l y  
t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  receive a s h o r t  f i n a l  b r i e f i n g ,  and proceed 
immediately on t h e  miss ion  (pg. 7 ) .  Normally, f o u r  gunships 
would accompany a l a r g e  l i f t  i n ,  t w o  of which would b e  
r e l i e v e d  a f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  were i n s e r t e d  (pgs.  5 ,  9-11) . I f  
t h e  " s l i c k s " r e t u r n e d  t o  b r i n g  more t r o o p s  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  
gunships would remain over  t h e  area of  t h e  a s s a u l t  (pgs .  9-11).  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

The w i t n e s s  mentffioned t h a t  he had had a meet ing  w i t h  
Capta in  NEUMANN, and Warrant O f f i c e r s  FIELDING and HOLCOMBE 
concerning My Lai  (pgs. 34, 351 . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOES . PAGES 

I~ranscriptof TF i~dmittedinto 1 
M-20 IBarkerts-tape. 1evi.dence. 1 48 

P-1 

P-12 

P-27 

P-28 

P-29 

Aerial photo 

I4iscellaneous Scene 

P-45 Miscellaneous Scene 

P-85 1 ~iscellaneousscene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Shown to,witness. . 55 

P'-84 

1 Shown to witness. 1 29 

Shown to witness 
Wit did not re-
coqnize. 
Wit did not re-

1 I I 

6 

25 

cognize. 
Wit did not re-
cognize. 
Wit recognlzed a 
Rattler and Dolphir 

Miscellaneous Scene 

27 

27,28 

28,29 

Shown to witness. 29 

- -

P-32 

3 
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P-95 
P-36 -

R-3 
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Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 

Miscellaneous Scene 
Daily OPREPS, 174th AVN 
CO, 14th AVN BN, 16 Mar 

Wit recognized 
Hill 85. 29 

Shown to witness. 
Wit did not re-
coqnize. 
Read to witness. 

30 , I  

30 

6 
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(The hear ing  reconvened 
1970.) 

a t  1530 hours ,  9 January 

COL WILSON: The hearing w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen
LTC MAHAFFEY, and MAJ COOP. 

t :  COL WILSON, 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  is  Chief Warrant O f f i c e r  
Danny B. BURTON. 

(CW2 BURTON was c a l l e d  a s  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as  follows :) 

Please  s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s t a t i o n ,  and s e r v i c e .  

A. Danny B. BURTON, CW2, Army, F o r t  
Rucker , Alabama. 

COL WILSON: M r .  BURTON, before  w e  proceed wi th  any ques t ions ,  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  inform you of s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and Chief of 
S t a f f  of t h e  Army f o r  the  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations concerning two mat t e r s :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
the chain of command of what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16' March 1968. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  
f i r s t  m a t t e r  i s  previous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s .  

( 2 )  t he  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and f u r n i s h  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  The second mat t e r  i s  
suppress ion  of information.  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  
My La i .  I t  is  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I 
j u s t  s t a t e d .  We have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  us and have 
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th  and a F. 
verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  r e c o r d i n g ' i s  
being made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  be ing  taken 
by the  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony, o r  
p a r t s  of i t ,  may become a ma t t e r  of pub l i c  knowledge. Do you 
have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A, No, sir. 

Q. M r .  BURTON, what w a s  your a s s i g n m e n t  on 16 March 
1968? 

A. I w a s  ass igned t o  t h e  gun platoon of the 174th as 
a p i l o t .  

Q- Gun p la toon,  174th. 174th Aviat ion Company? 

A.  Right. 

What was i t ' s  p a r e n t  u n i t ?  
C

Q. \: 
ec; 

A. I guess 16th  Group, w e l l  14th  B a t t a l i o n ,  16th  
Group. We changed groups,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember what it was. a 
Q M r .  BURTON, before  you depar t  I have a l i s t  of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  which I b e l i e v e  were assigned t o  t h e  gun p la toon.  
I ' d  l i k e  f o r  you t o  look it over  l a t e r ,  be fo re  you l eave ,  and 
informal ly  d iscuss  whether o r  n o t  these  people were the re .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q When d i d  you f i r s t  hear  of t h e  planned combat a s s a u l t  
on My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Well, it had t o  be through our  opera t ions .  

Q DO you remember t h e  da te?  

A. NO, I d o n ' t ,  sir. 

Q id you a t t e n d  any b r i e f i n g ?  
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A .  W e l l ,  we always had a b r i e f i n g  be fo re  every  
opera t ion ,  s o  I was t h e r e  I imagine. 

Q .  Normally when do you have t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s ,  t h e  day
before ,  2 days b e f o r e ,  o r  on the day, o r  when? 

A. . Usually t h e  n i g h t  before  o r  t h e  morning i t s e l f .  

Q I f  you have a combat a s s a u l t  l eav ing  from f i r e  
base Dot t i e  sometime between 0700 and 0715, when would you 
g e t  t h a t  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  i t  depends. Usually w e  had more than one 
opera t ion  a day and probably t h e  n i g h t  be fo re .  I have no i d e a  
when it was given.  

Q. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  determine i f  you g o t  an opera t ion
t h a t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, would you g e t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  t h a t  
morning? 

A .  Well, it depends on when w e  g o t  t h e  opera t ion  o r d e r ,  
because sometimes you had immediate CA1s, and sometimes you had 
C A ' s  planned f o r  a month o r  s o .  The opera t ion  no doubt ,  they 
informed us a day o r  s o  ahead of t ime. 

Q Where was your b r i e f i n g  normally conducted? 

A. We had a b r i e f i n g  roam r i g h t  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  
opera t ion  b u i l d i n g .  

a ~ t ?  

A. Duc Pho. 

Q What was t h e  f l y i n g  t ime from Duc Pho t o  Dot t i e?  

A. About 15  o r  20 minutes ,  i n  t h a t  neighborhood. 

Q. Was it normal t h a t  your b r i e f i n g  was given by t h e  
company commander, t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  , o r  who? 

A. It depended on who was t h e r e  and who was going t o  
g ive  it. I t  could have been t h e  f l i g h t  p la toon,  o r  the  f l i g h t  
platoon l e a d e r s ,  o r  whoever l e d  t h e  CA was t h e  b r i e f e r ,  t h e  
opera t ions  o f f i c e r .  
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Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t ,  sir. 

Q- Did you s t a y  wi th  t h e  gun platoon t h e  e n t i r e  time 
you were i n  Vietnam? 

A. I was assigned t o  t h e  gun platoon about 3 months 
a f t e r  I a r r i v e d .  I n  about August o r  October I b e l i e v e .  

Q What was t h e  October d a t e  when you a r r i v e d  o r  
when you were assigned t o  t h e  gun platoon? 

A. When I was assigned t o  t h e  gun platoon? 

Q I n  o t h e r  words, you had been wi th  t h e  gun p la toon 
a whi le  be fo re  t h i s  mission came up? 

A. Right. 

Q. Would you desc r ibe  t o  me, t o  the  b e s t  of your 
knowledge, what happened o r  what you d i d  on 16 March 1968? 

A. The only t h i n g  I know f o r  s u r e  i s  t h a t  I flew 
t h a t  day f o r  3 and a h a l f  hours ,  and without  looking a t  t h e  
dash 1 2 ' s  t h e  a f t e r  mission r e p o r t s ,  I would have no i d e a  what 
I d i d  t h a t  day. We had sometimes as  many a s  t h r e e  and four  
C A ' s  a day. I t ' s  hard t o  remember each i n d i v i d u a l  CA a f t e r  2 
years .  But t h e  only t h i n g  t h a t  confirms my f l y i n g  t h a t  
day i s  my f l i g h t  record ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l  I have t o  go by. If 
t h e r e  was maybe a f i l m  of t h e  CAI o r  some s l i d e s ,  o r  something, 
o r  a t ape ,  I might be a b l e  t o  determine more than  I d i d  
with r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  b u t  r i g h t  now I have no idea .  I d o n ' t  
remember. 

Q. Is it normal t o  have tapes  a v a i l a b l e ?  

A.  Depends on the--sometimes i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
a i r c r a f t  would t ape  them, and I have no i d e a  i f  t h i s  was 
taped o r  not .  I doubt it. I t  happened very seldom. 

Q. I f  t h e  CA cons i s t ed  of approximately n ine  s l i c k s  
t h a t  went i n t o  D o t t i e  t o  pick up somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of two i n f a n t r y  companies, probably s h u t t l e .  Would t h e  gunships 
go i n t o  Dot t i e  o r  would they j o i n  t h e  column? 
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A. W e  wouldn ' t  land a t  Dot t i e  u s u a l l y  un less  we  
landed a t  D o t t i e  f o r  a b r i e f i n g ,  and usua l ly  you j u s t  s i t  
down away from t h e  s l i c k s  somewhere s o  you wouldn' t cause 
t o o  much d i r t  and dus t  blowing around and be b r i e f e d .  And 
you usua l ly  fol low t h e  s l i c k s  t o  t h e  LZ un less  they wanted a 
preprepped LZ, and usua l ly  t h i s  d i d n ' t  happen. You j u s t  fo l low 
t h e  s l i c k s  r i g h t  t o  t h e  a rea .  

Q. How many gunships would normally accompany t h i s  
column of n ine?  

A. About f o u r ,  two on each s i d e .  

Q Were many of t h e s e  opera t ions  of t h i s  s i z e  
conducted wi th  two gunships? 

A. Not t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  The only reason we  d i d n ' t  
is  because the gunships were down. We usua l ly  had f o u r  a v a i l a b l e  
most of t h e  t i n e .  Most C A ' s  had f o u r  gunships,  two would s t a y ,  
and two would go home. 

Q I mean on s t a t i o n ,  d i d  you have f o u r  gunships on 
s t a t i o n ?  

A .  J u s t  two, two a f t e r  i n i t i a l  l i f t .  I f  nothing was 
occurr ing  usua l ly  t h e  standby team would go back and s t and  
by a t  Duc Pho. 

Q But f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  i t s e l f ,  you would have 
four  guns on s t a t i o n ?  

A. Four,  yes ;  two would be r e l i e v e d  by u s u a l l y  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  comander  who i s  i n  charge of t h e  opera t ion .  

Q Would it appear unusual t o  you i f  you went o u t  
t o  e s c o r t  a column of t h i s  s i z e  with only two gunships? 

A. We've done i t  b e f o r e ,  j u s t  depends on t h e  type  of  
CA. I f  it was considered a h o t  CA where f i r e  suppression was 
t h e  o r d e r ,  usua l ly  we had four .  I f  n o t ,  maybe sometimes j u s t  two 
I have no i d e a  how many were t h e r e  t h a t  day, though. 

Q What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i n  some of t h e s e  ques t ions  
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i s  t o  f i x  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  i n  your mind w i t h  anything 
t h a t  I can grab ou t  of t h e  a i r  t h a t  might h e l p  you remember. 
Number one, was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of f i r e  base Dot t i e ,  and the 
number of s l i c k s .  Most probably t h e r e  were only two 
gunships w i t h  t h i s  column. The time of t h e  opera t ion ,  which 
being e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. The f a c t  t h a t  it was considered,  
t o  t h e  b e s t  of our  knowledge, a h o t  LZ i n i t i a l l y ,  when 
they went i n ,  a t  l e a s t  when they took o f f .  They went i n t o  
an a r e a  which was i n  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion a rea .  It was n o t  
p a r t  of Task Force Barker ' s  normal o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  which 
you may have gone i n  f r equen t ly .  I ' m  not  aware of whether 
o r  n o t  you d i d .  There was an a r t i l l e r y  prep which l a s t e d  
f o r  about 3 minutes,  which s t a r t e d  a t  about 0726 and then 
I th ink  t h e r e  was -- this i s  what w e  have been a b l e  t o  
determine, I 'm n o t  saying  t h i s  i s  f a c t  -- bu t  t h e r e  was 
about a 1 minute time frame i n  t h e r e  which I th ink  was provided 
f o r  suppress ive  f i r e .  Based on t h i s  b u i l d  up of t h e  CA, 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  it t o  your mind. I t  was over  near  
the  s e a ,  and I ' l l  be g lad  t o  show you on t h e  map. 

A. Do you know which L Z ' s  were ho t ;  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  
two LZ 's marked the re .  L C  

\? 

G'

Q. here's two LZ ' s - - w e l l ,  now l e t  m e  say--when I 
say t h e  L Z ' s  were h o t ,  testimony i n d i c a t e s  t h e  LZ's were 
planned t o  be h o t ,  because they put  a r t i l l e r y  on t h e  L Z ' s .  a 
The LZ f o r  the  f i r s t  l i f t  was n o t  h o t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  
what the  log  i n d i c a t e s ,  b u t  when t h e  second l i f t  came i n ,  
the  L Z ' s  were considered ho t .  They designated it a h o t  
LZ by communication. A s  b e s t  we have been a b l e  t o  de- 
termine t h e r e  was--well, the a r t i l l e r y  d i d  go i n .  We be- 
l i e v e  t h e r e  was suppress ive  f i r e  on t h e  LZ. The second 
LZ i s  n o t  t h e  one we a r e  too  concerned with a t  t h e  t i m e .  
We d o n ' t  have t h e  b i g  map he re ,  b u t  w e ' l l  use an a i r  
photograph. 

(The wi tness  was o r i e n t e d  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph, 
Exhib i t  P-1.) 

You mentioned t h e  71s t  and a l s o  you mentioned 
the  c a l l  s ign .  Is t h i s  t h e  c a l l  s i g n  you mentioned, F i r e b i r d ?  

A. Right. F i r e b i r d  i s  t h e  174th c a l l  s ign .  

Q. Is t h e  what? 
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A. I mean t h e  7 l s t ' s  c a l l  s i g n .  

Q. The 7 l s t ' s  c a l l  s i g n  i s  F i r e b i r d ?  

A.  Usual ly  a t  D o t t i e  when w e  landed,  w e  a l l  landed 
t o g e t h e r .  We'd l a n d  and u s u a l l y  t h a t ' s  when o u r  b r i e f i n g  
was, t hen  w e  had--I remember r i g h t  now. The b r i e f i n g  a t  
Dot t ie - -usua l ly  you 'd  l and  and g e t  t h e  f i n a l  b r i e f i n g s .  
Usua l ly ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h e  c a l l  -- t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o r d e r  c a l l e d  f o r ,  s a y ,  s i x  s h i p s  o r  n i n e  s h i p s ,  and s o  many 
gunsh ips ,  which were t o  r e p o r t  a t  D o t t i e  a t  a c e r t a i n  t i m e  
f o r  a b r i e f i n g .  Then t h e  b r i e f i n g  u s u a l l y  would b e  h e l d ,  and 
we'd go do t h e  miss ion .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: How long w e r e  your  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. W e l l  --
Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  a few minutes?  . 
A. W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  a f t e r  you g o t  everybody organized  
and everybody r i g h t  around t h e  guy who w a s  g i v i n g  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
u s u a l l y  t h e  S3, o r  somebody, S3 a i r ,  it would be  j u s t  a s  
long  as it would t a k e  him t o  g i v e  us  a touchdown t i m e ,  
where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was coming from, i f  w e  w e r e  supposed 
t o  suppres s  going i n ,  and how many l i f t s  t h e r e  would be.  
I t  u s u a l l y  took  no longe r  t han  maybe 10 minutes a t  
t h e  maximum u s u a l l y ,  because w e  ' v e  been running l i f t s  
every  day o f  o u r  l i v e s  f o r  a yea r .  I t  becomes o l d  h a t  a f t e r  
a wh i l e .  Usua l ly ,  i f  w e  had a b r i e f i n g  a t  D o t t i e ,  we'd 
a l l  l a n d  and s h u t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  down, l e a v e  t h e  b l a d e s  u n t i e d .  

COL WILSON: Could I have t h e  Task Force  Barker  l o g ,  p l ea se?  

(COL WILSON and LTC MAHAFFEY s tudy  t h e  l o g ,  
E x h i b i t  M-16.) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: I j u s t  thought  it might h e l p  r e f r e s h  your 
memory i f  w e  t e l l  you t h a t ,  based on r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Task 
Force  Barker  l o g ,  i t  looks  l i k e  t h e  n i n e  s l i c k s  touched 
down a t  Task Force  Barker  a t  about  0708 hours  t h a t  morning. 
There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  c o n s i s t e d  of f i v e  of 
your  own s l i c k s ,  t h a t  i s  Dolphins ,  and some f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  
s l i c k s  from t h e  7 1 s t  Av ia t ion  Company. A s  f a r  as we can 
de te rmine  from t h e  check of t h a t  l o g ,  it i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  
were on ly  two gunships  w i t h  t h e  n i n e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I f  you 
have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o r  knowledge of any a d d i t i o n a l  gun-
s h i p s  having p a r t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  day i n  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  we'd 
l i k e  t o  know abou t  it. 
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A. Usual ly ,  you know, i f  your moving two companies i n  
a major o p e r a t i o n ,  u s u a l l y  they  always had f o u r .  I f  w e  
c o u l d n ' t  supply them, t h e  o t h e r  companies, t h e  sister 
b a t t a l i o n  would supply them. But I can remember -- I d o n ' t  
remember any o p e r a t i o n ,  we d i d n ' t  land a t  D o t t i e  wi thout  
f o u r  gunships .  That ,  you know -- t h e r e ' s  been t o o  many 
ope ra t ions  o u t  of t h e r e .  

Y. Do you r e c a l l  who f lew i n  each of t h e  two gun-
s h i p s  from your u n i t  t h a t  day? 

A. The 6 and then --
CZ. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  What was your c a l l  s i g n ?  

Q And who d i d  you f l y  wi th?  

A. I have no i d e a  t h a t  day because w e  switched 
around, r o t a t e d  crews, and u s u a l l y  f lew w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  
p i l o t  everyday. 

Q Would it have been M r .  DAMER? 

A t  DOERSAM? 

Q DOERSAM? 

A. I t  might have been,  i f  I could.  H e  was 
6 Alpha a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q He was 6 Alpha? 

A. Yes, and I guess L ieu tenan t  MCCRARY --
Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Capta in ,  you mean Captain MCCRARY? 

A.  Capta in ,  yes .  

Q And h i s  c a l l  s i g n  was what? 

A. 6 .  

(BURTON) 8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-124 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Always your gun lead--not your gun l e a d ,  I 
mean your p la toon commander i s  6 .  

Q* MESSENGER? 

A. MESSENGER, I d o n ' t  t h ink  he  e v e r  d i d  make an 
AC. He w a s  j u s t  a " p e t e r  p i l o t . "  

Q. W e l l ,  we have some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you d i d  
i n  f a c t  f l y  w i t h  M r .  DOERSAM t h a t  day, and t h a t  M r .  
MESSENGER flew w i t h  Captain MCCRARY. Could you exp la in  t o  
us how t h e  two gunships worked wi th  t h e  accompanying 
l i f t  s h i p s  on a CA? 

A. Well, u sua l ly  a s  you s a i d ,  we j u s t  fo l low t h e  
s l i c k s  u n t i l  t h e  prep was completed. I f  it was a co ld  
CA, and we only had two guns, one f lew usua l ly  l e a d ,  us-
u a l l y  flew r i g h t  s i d e ,  o r  whichever s i d e  t h e  main opera t ion  
would be on. He usua l ly  flew on i n i t i a l  approach below 
t h e  s l i c k s  and maybe 300 yards back of l ead .  And t h e  
t r a i l i n g  s h i p  was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  formation,  and 
he ' d  be behind t h e  l ead  s h i p  maybe 1,000 meters  and 
above t h e  l e a d  s h i p ,  usual ly  somewhere near  t h e  s l i c k s .  
So whichever s i d e  you f i r e ,  you could h e l p  suppress  a t  
l e a s t  one t u r n  around. On a cold  CA, you -- u s u a l l y  a s  
t h e  s l i c k s  touched down, you were s t i l l  behind t h e  s l i c k s  
enough you could suppress ,  and u s u a l l y ,  be a t  l e a s t  300 
yards -- t h e  l e a d  would be from where they touched down 
i n  t h e  a r e a .  He would make h i s  break and climb back t o  
a l t i t u d e ,  while  t h e  o t h e r  gunship,  i f  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  two 
guns,  would follow t h e  s l i c k s  on i n  and break i n  t h e  
o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  This way you have one s h i p  down and 
one s h i p  high a t  a l l  t imes.  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Suppose you a r e  expect ing a  h o t  
LZ and had been t o l d  t o  p rep  fol lowing t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
prep? 

A. Usually t h e  same opera t ion  you'd t ake  he re .  
I mean i f  you had two guns,  you'd have one low which 
would prep f i r s t ,  and then --

Q ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Prep with what? 
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A.  Depends on what t h e  a i r c r a f t  i s  equipped fo r , '  
usua l ly  most of our  s h i p s  were minigun, r o c k e t  s h i p s .  

Minigun, rocke t  s h i p s ?  

A. We had two 40 Mike-Mike, b u t  they were u s u a l l y  
down f o r  some mechanical reasons on t h e  40  Mike-Mike i t s e l f .  
So u s u a l l y ,  j u s t  t h e  rocke t s  would s t a r t  t h e  prep from 
a d i s t a n c e ,  and then  followed by t h e  minigun, and a l t e r -
n a t e  u n t i l  t h e  s l i c k s  touch down. The same b a s i c  p a t t e r n .  
I f  you had f o u r  guns, one on each s i d e ,  one team on each 
s i d e .  

Q Now, on t h i s  day i f  t h e  s l i c k s  had approached
from t h e  south  t o  t h e  nor th  and i f  Captain MCCRARY were 
the  l ead  s h i p  --
A. ( In te rpos ing)  I ' d  probably be on t h e  l e f t  s i d e ,  
t o  t h e  w e s t  next  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

& You would have been t o  t h e  w e s t  next  t o  t h e  
r i v e r ?  

A.  Yes, next  t o  t h e  r i v e r  probably. 

Q And Captain MCCRARY1s s h i p  would have been t o  
the  e a s t  between t h e  LZ and t h e  v i l l a g e ,  prepping i n  t h a t  
a rea .  

A. I f  we prepped. 

I£ you prepped. 

COL WILSON: Don't confuse t h i s  photograph (Exh ib i t  P-1)--
t h i s  s t ream bed t h e r e ,  with t h e  r i v e r .  That was probably 
dry t h i s  time of y e a r .  So t h a t  you d o n ' t  g e t  confused, 
t h a t  's no t  the  r i v e r .  

A. Right,  t h a t ' s  a l i t t l e  t r i b u t a r y .  Usually they  
have water  i n  them, some water .  

Q. To go a l i t t l e  b i t  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  two l i f t s  t h a t  
brought i n  one company should have recovered t o  b r i n g  i n  
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a second company and p o s i t i o n  them f u r t h e r  over  towards t h e  
e a s t .  I th ink  you poin ted  t h i s  o u t .  And t h e  same a c t i o n  
should have taken p l a c e  over i n  t h a t  a rea .  S imi la r  suppress ive  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  was f i r e d .  Suppressive f i r e  was supposed t o  
fo l low,  and then  followed a f t e r  t h a t  by t h e  landing of t h e  
t roops .  This would have been over  by a  graveyard,  t h e  b e s t  
we can determine. I t  would have been over  c lose  t o  the  
c o a s t .  Does t h i s  b r i n g  anything t o  mind, where you have two 
combat a s s a u l t s  coming i n  t h e r e ?  

A .  Not r e a l l y ,  I remember t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  mission i t s e l f .  I d i d n ' t  know 
befo re  who I was f l y i n g  wi th  t h a t  day. 

Q What t h i s  amounts t o ,  from t h e  b e s t  w e  can 
determine r i g h t  now, i s  t h e r e  were probably four  l i f t s ,  
two i n t o  each p lace .  Would you have been gunship e s c o r t  
f o r  a l l  four  of the l i f t s ?  

A. Right. 

Q You would have s tayed with t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. Well, when t h e  s l i c k s  l e f t  t h e  f i r s t  LZ, we'd 
probably o r b i t  t h e  LZ and then  p ick  them up --

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Pick them up on t h e  way i n ?  

A. Once t h e y ' r e  a t  a t  l e a s t  1,000 f e e t ,  they  a r e  
f a i r l y  w e l l  p ro tec ted  by a l t i t u d e .  W e  could do more good 
by p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  ground t roops .  

Q Now i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  t h e  same time t h e  aero-scout 
u n i t  was working t o  t h e  south  of t h e  road ,  somewhere down i n  
t h e r e  around t h e  h i l l  o r  poss ib ly  even south  of t h a t .  

A. When were t h e  t roops on t o p  of  H i l l  85? 

Q =  It was t h e  next  day. 

A. It wasn ' t  t h e  same day? 

8 - It wasn ' t t h e  same day. The t roops  moved e a s t  
p r imar i ly  --

(BURTON) 11 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-124 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. ( In te rpos ing)  No. The aero-scout team--

Q - ( In te rpos ing) - Well, now, j u s t  a  minute,  I ' m  
so r ry .  The Warlords s e t  t h e i r  own people down. Tha t ' s  
r i g h t ,  they d i d  go i n  too.  You're c o r r e c t ,  they d i d  go 
on t o  H i l l  85 t h a t  day. 

A.  I can remember something l i k e ,  one of t h e  oper- 
a t i o n s ,  they d i d  land--did land on the  ground. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: We had information t h a t  t h e  F i r e b i r d s  d id  
no t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  day. Based on 
what you s a i d  b e f o r e ,  , t h i s  would have been somewhat unu-
s u a l .  That i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  were only the  two Sharks gun- 
sh ips  on t h a t  ope ra t ion .  Now does t h a t  h e l p  r e c a l l  any- 
t h i n g ,  knowing t h a t  you had these  two company-size C A ' s  
and only t h e  two gunships? 

A. ' I guess.  There was a r e f u e l i n g  pad a t  D o t t i e  
wasn 't t h e r e ?  

Q. There was a r e f u e l i n g  pad, and--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Did they r e f u e l ?  Did they have enough? 

Q. No, you d i d  not .  We ' l l  r e c a l l  c e r t a i n  events  
t o  your a t t e n t i o n .  

(The wi tness  was b r i e f e d  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a rea .  ) 

Q n  
 M r .  BURTON, do you r e c a l l  any t ransmiss ions  
between yourse l f  o r  between Captain MCCRARY and t h e  aero-
scou t  u n i t  which was screening  t o  t h e  south  of Highway 521 
a t  t h e  time t h a t  you and t h e  l i f t  sh ips  began your s h o r t  
f i n a l  approach i n t o  t h e  LZ west  of My Lai ( 4 ) ?  Do you 
r e c a l l  any communications i n  t h e  way of coordina t ing  a i r - ' -
space and s o  on during t h a t  pe r iod  of time? 

(BURTON) 12 APP T-124 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  No, n o t  d e f i n i t e .  I mean w e  had--I t h i n k  t h e  
n e x t  o p e r a t i o n  up there--was it 3 days l a t e r ?  

Q Our in format ion  is t h a t  you had no subsequent
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

A. I can remember one day,  some day,  t h a t  w e  d i d  
communicate--I mean, w e  w e r e  on t h e  same Fox-Mike f requency,  
I b e l i e v e .  

Q T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  You were t h i s  day,  we t h i n k .  

A. Usual ly  w e  d i d n ' t  use  it ve ry  much excep t  t o  
t a l k  t o  ground t r o o p s .  W e  might have t r i c d  t o  g e t  a ho ld  
of Warlords,  because u s u a l l y  w e  had no communication a t  
a l l  between each o t h e r .  They j u s t  f l ew ove r  t h e r e ,  and we 
f l e w . o v e r  h e r e ,  and whatever happened, happened. 

Q. Having o r i e n t e d  y o u r s e l f  on t h e  a r e a  now, and 
having been provided w i t h  some in fo rma t ion  on t h e  t iming 
f o r  your  p i c k  up of t h e  troops--do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  an 
a r t i l l e r y  p rep  g o i n g . i n  g e n e r a l l y  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 )  a s  you approached t h e  a r e a ?  

A.  When was t h i s  p i c t u r e  t aken ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g  ~ x h i b i t  
P-45) may I ask?  Is t h i s  r e c e n t ,  o r  a t  t h e  saIce t ime? 

COL WILSON: W e l l ,  t h i s  was g e n e r a l l y  about  t h e  same t i m e  
pe r iod .  

A. A f t e r  t h e  CA? 

Q- W a i t  a minute.  

(COL WILSON asks  r e c o r d e r  t o  check on t h e  d a t e  t h e  
a e r i a l  photograph was taken  and t h e  r e c o r d e r  d e p a r t s  t h e  
h e a r i n g  room. ) 

A .  Usually--or sometimes whoever was i n  t h e  com-
mand s h i p ,  sometimes they  took p i c t u r e s  of t h e  LZ a s  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  was going on. I d o n ' t  know i f  it happened t h a t  
day o r  n o t .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Y e s ,  w e l l  we a r e  f a i r l y  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  LZ 
w a s  l o c a t e d  about  100 t o  a 150  meters  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A .  That  was more i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  because 
of your t r e e  b a r r i e r s  he re .  
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Q. Perhaps s o .  Do you r e c a l l  n o t  s p e c i f i -
c a l l y  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep f e l l ,  b u t  do you n o t  r e c a l l  
s ee ing  an a r t i l l e r y  prep going i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  morning 
as you approached t h e  a r e a  wi th  t h e  troop-carrying h e l i -
cop te r s?  . 

A.  No. I c a n ' t  say d e f i n i t e l y  I remember see ing  
them, because I d o n ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any form of a gunship p rep  being 
placed on o r  around t h e  same LZ on t h e  morning of  t h e  16th? 

A.  I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  was a s h o r t  one, b u t  I c a n ' t  
say  d e f i n i t e l y ,  because usua l ly  when a r t i l l e r y  was f i r e d ,  on 
a very few occas ions ,  w e  d i d  go a l i t t l e  b i t  h igh  j u s t  t o  see 
i f  we could draw f i r e  on t h e  f i r s t  t u r n .  This  a r e a  h e r e  --
what was t h i s  smal l  road c a l l e d  coming d i r e c t l y  south  ou t  of  
the  v i l l a g e ?  

(The recorde r  e n t e r e d  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

Q There is no name on it. 

A.  Well, of course i f  we had t o  shoot  a t  t h e  r i v e r  
t h e r e  wouldn ' t  have been much o b j e c t i v e  i n  shoot ing  t h e  
r i v e r .  We might have s h o t  t h e  banks o r  something. 

Q. Well, I ' m  n o t  asking i f  t h e  s h i p  you were pi-
l o t i n g ,  p e r  s e t  placed t h e  s t r i k e ,  t h e  gunsh2p s t r i k e .  I ' m  
merely j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  whether i n  f a c t  t h e  gun-
s h i p  s t r i k e  was o r  was n o t  p laced  on o r  around t h e  LZ 
west of My Lai  ( 4 )  on the morning of  t h e  16th .  

A. Did we  expend any ammo a l l  day long? Do you 
know t h a t  y e t ?  Do you know? 

8 We don 't know. Oh, d i d  you expend any ammuni-
t i o n  a l l  day long? Yes, you d i d .  

A.  Do you know how much? 

(COL WILSON i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  r ecorde r  t o  check 
a v a i l a b l e  records  t o  determine t h e  amount of ammunition 
expended, and t h e  r ecorde r  depar ted  t h e  hea r ing  room.) 

Usual ly,  t h i s  a r e a  where we landed, t h e  second 
LZ,  was j u s t  a b i g ,  open f i e l d ,  and tombstones were 
knocked down. Some were destroyed by a r t i l l e r y .  I d o n ' t  
remember anybody shoot ing  t h e r e ,  e i t h e r .  
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Q. Let  m e  b r i n g  another  t h i n g  t o  mind on t h a t  second 
LZ. 
A. Did they  move n o r t h  immediately? 

Q e  Y e s .  

A. I n t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  ? 

Q. Now you a r e  po in t ing  t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  y o u ' r e  po in t ing  
t o  My Lai  (1). They d i d  n o t  move i n t o  t h a t  v i l l a g e  immedi-
a t e l y .  They moved nor th  from t h a t  graveyard.  What I ' m  
t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  you is  t h a t  one l i e u t e n a n t  immediately a f t e r  
leaving  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r  s tepped on a mine and was k i l l e d .  Does 
t h i s  b r i n g  anything back t o  you? 

A. I can remember t h a t .  This was t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  t h a t  
went i n ,  r i g h t ?  

Q I n  iihe second LZ. 

A. Right. 

Q. I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  ques t ion ,  b u t  he immediately, 
upon s t epp ing  o f f  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  h i t  a mine and was k i l l e d .  

A. I f  I remember r i g h t ,  t h i s  wasn ' t  brought ou t  
immediately over  t h e  a i r ,  b u t  I knew about i t  l a t e r  somehow, 
because we were usua l ly  t a l k i n g  on VHF,  and they were usua l ly  
on UHF. Sometimes you c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  t ranrniss ions,  o r  some-
times t h e  AC had you s h u t  o f f ,  s o  you could only l i s t e n  t o  
him. But I d o n ' t  remember immediately, b u t  I remember a f t e r -
wards mention of t h e  mine, o r  somebody g o t  s h o t  i n  the  f o o t  
someday i n  t h e r e ,  o r  something. 

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  man was k i l l e d  immediately. A s  i t  w a s  
given i n  tes t imony,  it was immediately on s t epp ing  o f f  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r .  It  could have been a few minutes l a t e r .  I 
th ink  maybe t h e  log  i n d i c a t e s  a few minutes l a t e r .  

(Recorder r e t u r n s  and confers  with COL WILSON.) 

E x h i b i t  R-3 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  combat a s s a u l t  f o r  
Task Force Barker u t i l i z e d  two gunships,  n ine  s l i c k s ,  and 
expended 13,500 rounds of 7 . 6 2 ,  35 rounds of  2.75. A r t i l l e r y  
prep ,  yes ;  a i r  prep ,  yes .  
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A. 35 of  them? 35 r o c k e t s ?  

Q. 55 i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  OPREP. Now t h i s  is t h e  
174th on 16 March. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: How many r o c k e t s  d i d  each of t h e  gunsh ips  
c a r r y ?  

A. 1 4  r o c k e t s ,  5,000 t o  6,000 minigun, and then  t h e  
doorgunner. 

Q - Then t h i s  would i n d i c a t e  tha t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e  had t o  rearm somewhere a t  some 
p o i n t ,  probably a t  D o t t i e .  T h a t ' s  j u s t  f o r  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  n o t  
t h e  whole day,  because u s u a l l y  each gunsh ip- -a f te r  t h e  com-
p l e t e  day w a s  completed,  you made o u t  your miss ion  r e p o r t  
which t o t a l e d  a l l  day a c t i v i t i e s  u n l e s s  w e  g o t  i n  a scramble 
somewhere and s h o t  a t  an a d d i t i o n a l  p o i n t  i n  t h e  AO--a 
d i f f e r e n t ,  j u s t  a p l a toon  o p e r a t i o n  somewhere else. You d o n ' t  
know what t h e  numbers of  o u r  a i r c r a f t  were,  do you? 

Q I t ' s  n o t  i n d i c a t e d  on OPREP 5. 

A.  Because somewhere--if you had t h e  number--well, 
t h e r e ' s  no 40 Mike-Mike used ,  s o  it had t o  be minigun ships--
r o c k e t  s h i p s .  Usual ly  t h e s e  w e r e  e s t ima ted  f i g u r e s .  I mean 
they  a r e  n o t  r e a l  a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e s  on your  number of  7.62 
minigun rounds.  Each a i r  t a b  might have been des t royed ,  t o o ,  

aa f t e r  a w h i l e ,  each a f t e r  miss ion  r e p o r t .  There was an 
awful l o t  of paperwork. 

Q A t  any r a t e  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n  i s ,  i f  i n  f a c t ,  a s  
i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  e x h i b i t ,  some 35 rounds of 2.?5 m i l l i m e t e r  
r o c k e t s  w e r e  f i r e d  i n  suppor t  of t h e  Task Force  Barker a s s a u l t ,  
t h a t  some k ind  of p rep  was f i r e d .  

A. Again o u r  miss ion  s h e e t s  were t h e  whole day,  
and we j u s t  t o t a l e d  them up, added them up, probably.  

Q *  Y e s .  

Is t h e r e  any o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day? 

Q - Y e s  t h e r e  are a d d i t i o n a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e d .  

A. For  o u r  company. 
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Q- For your company, and the  expenditure of t he  35 
rounds, of 2.75 rockets and some 13,500 rounds of minigun is 
indicated on th.at  exh ib i t  as  having been expended s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n  support of the  Task Force Barker CA. 

A. Well, w e  had nine s l i c k s ,  Delta models, i n  
the f i r s t  CA. That was our ships?  I t  was nine ,  it says 
here Undica t ing  Exhibit  R-3) . That ' s  combined. 

Q. Well, it says i n  the  remarks sec t ion  t h a t  t he re  
were o ther  s l i c k s  supporting t h i s  combat a s sau l t .  

A. (Reading from Exhibit  R-3) I t  says "Arms H" f o r  
the l l t h ,  two Char l ie  models. T h i s  is our operation.  You 
don ' t  know whether this xuis.sion type--i t  says ,  "Arms H" f o r  
the 11th. You d o n t t  know where this is a t  a t  all--on the  
second l i n e  there .  Probably j u s t  a scramble. It  might help ,  
i f  I knew where t h a t  was a t .  It  might br ing back something. 
There wasn't a smaller  CA f o r  the  l l t h  t h a t  day l a t e r  on i n  
the  afternoon? 

Q. Not t o  our knowledge. 

COL WILSON: While I ' m  here ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you a question.  
I don ' t  understand the  en t ry  on landing zone as  being C ,  or 
Char1i.e. Is t h a t  a Zulu, o r  a 2? Charl ie ,  Zulu, Whiskie, 
Xray., Eravo, Papa. Do you understand t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q* And they do have a pick up zone here ,  but--

A. [Interposing1 It might have been the  code f o r  
the  b a t t a l i o n  o r  something a t  t h a t  time. How many KIA did 
w e  list t h a t  day? 

Q Are you t a lk ing  about f r i end ly  o r  VC? 

A. No, enemy, VC. 

A. I mean i n  our mission repor t .  I t ' s  i n  our mission 
r epo r t  a l so .  

LTC MAFIAFFEY: We haven't  seen it. We had some ind ica t ion  
t h a t  the gunships had k i l l e d  approximately seven o r  e igh t ,  
including the two armed VC i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  the  north of the  
v i l l age?  . 
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A. And then some down here  ( ind ica t ing) . 
0- That ' s  cor rec t .  W e l l ,  has any of t h i s  helped 
t o  r e f r e sh  your memory, now. 

A. It I s  slowly coming back. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  our purpose. W e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a f t e r  
a year  and a h a l f ,  a l i t t l e  over a year  and a h a l f ,  t h a t  
some of these d e t a i l s  a r e  a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c a l l .  

A. Task Force Barker was assigned underneath the 
llth, r i g h t ?  

Q. That 's cor rec t .  

A. That next  l i n e  t h e r e  f o r  us might have been 
a scramble back t o  t h i s  area.  

Q. O r  t o  any o the r  u n i t  organic t o  t he  11 th  Brigade. 

A. Yes. 

Q - W e  have no ind ica t ion  t h a t  you were back i n  t h i s  
a rea  ( ind ica t ing)  a t  any time during the  day, bu t  w e ' l l  cer-
t a i n l y  check it out .  

A. I don ' t  remember coming back. The operat ion I 
r e a l l y  remember is the  one w i t h  t he  t racks .  W e  had a big  
t rack  operation.  

COL WILSON: This was i n  February probably. There were two 
of them i n  February. One of them, I think--both of them 
had t r acks ,  bu t  they brought i n  some a i r s t r i k e s ,  a s  I 
understand. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

0- Brought i n  the  a i r s t r i k e s  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
v i l l a g e  as  a mat ter  of  f a c t ,  from our  information. 

A. No. I c a n ' t  confirm i f  i t ' s  the  same v i l l a g e ,  but  
I can remember we had t o  do some maneuvering, because we  
didn'  t have any contact  a t  a l l  wi th  the  j e t s  then,  and here  
they came out  of the  sky b lue  a i r .  
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Q. So t h i s  might h e l p  f i x  i t  a l i t t l e  more. This 
opera t ion  occurred--well, two of them, one was on about t h e  
12th and one was on 26 February. And t h i s  would be on t h e  
12 th ,  o r  t h e  26th,  somewhere in--those two opera t ions  occurred 
somewhere around i n  those  d a t e s .  T h i s  one occurred on 16  
March. So you had t h r e e  opera t ions  i n  t h e r e .  This was t h e  
t h i r d  one w i t h i n  t h a t  time frame. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: And a s  f a r  a s  w e  know, probably t h e  l a s t  by 
t h e  11th Brigade elements which you supported.  

A.  Usually they 'd  g e t  l i k e  an ARVN a r e a  f o r  a 
c e r t a i n  per iod  of time. 

Q. Y e s ,  w e l l  t h a t  was t r u e  i n  t h i s  case.  

A. And they 'd  work out  of it. Then they 'd  leave 
it. Because t h a t  t r a c k  element--is t h i s  t h e  f i e l d  they were 
in when they had t h e  b i g  opera t ion?  

Q. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  where it happened. 

COL WILSON: You a r e  po in t ing  south of Highway 521. 

A. There was a v i l l a g e  i n  f r o n t ,  and they j u s t  come 
I across  a smal l  f i e l d  somewhere i n  t h i s  a rea .  More north.  

LTC MAHAFFEY: W e l l ,  coming back t o  t h i s  opera t ion  on t h e  
16th ,  l e t  me ask you t o  r e c a l l ,  i f  you can, fol lowing t h e  
two i n s e r t i o n s  t h a t  we descr ibed  on t h i s  LZ--west of My 
Lai  ( 4 ) ,  i n s e r t i o n s  comprising a l l  of C Company--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  What was t h e  c a l l  s ign .  May I 
ask what t h e  c a l l  s i g n  was f o r  the  t h a t  number? 

Q - Y e s ,  Coyote Char l ie  6. 

A.  Char l i e  6. 

Q m  Coyote. 

A. What about t h e  o t h e r  u n i t ?  

Q Coyote Bravo 6.  
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A. Char l i e  and Bravo. 

Q Char l i e  and Bravo 6 ,  and t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of Colonel 
BARKER who was communicating on Fox-Mike, wi th  a t  l e a s t  Shark 
6 ,  was Coyote 6 .  

A. Colonel BARKER was Coyote 6? 

Q. coyote 6. 

A. What about t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  I mean the  br igade? 

Q The b r igade ,  Rawhide. The n e t  c o n t r o l  s t a t i o n  
a t  LZ Dot t i e  would have been Coyote 65. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  
c a l l  s i g n ?  

A. Not -- they  used Rawhide. C: 
u,

Q During t h e  t ime t h a t  t h e  i n s e r t i o n s  by Char l i e  G2 
Company were be ing  made, t h e  two gunships from your company 
were o r b i t t i n g  t h i s  a rea .  Subsequently they  supported t h e  i n -
s e r t i o n  of Bravo Company i n t o  a landing zone t o  t h e  southwest c;a 
of My La i  (1). 

A. What t i m e  was t h e  touchdown? 

Q The i n i t i a l  element of Char l ie  Company touched 
down a t  t h i s  LZ a t  0730. 

A .  What about t h i s  ' company? 

Q About 45 minutes l a t e r .  About 0815 f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
element of Bravo Company s o  t h a t  both of t h e  companies w e r e  
on the  ground by 0830. Both companies had both l i f t s  i n  
by 0830. Most of your a c t i o n  subsequent t o  suppor t ing  Bravo 
Company's i n s e r t i o n  occurred i n  t h i s  a rea .  Most of your 
communications and a c t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you were g e n e r a l l y  
o r b i t t i n g  t h i s  a r e a  wi th  t h e  aero-scout u n i t  remaining t o  t h e  
south  of Highway 521.  

A. Is t h e r e  any t ime when we found t h e  VC i n  the a r e a  
t o  t h e  nor th?  
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Q- Y e s ,  t heae  was. Our i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s e r t i o n  of C Company i n t o  t h i s  LZ,  t h a t  
you o r  Captain MCCRARY, Shark 6 ,  de tec ted  two armed enemy 
leav ing  My Lai  ( 4 )  and heading genera l ly  t o  t h e  nor th .  That 
one, e i t h e r  you o r  Shark 6 took them under f i r e  and a t  
l e a s t  f e l t  t h a t  you had k i l l e d  them i n  t h e  paddy. You o r  
Captain MCCRARY subsequent ly attempted t o  g e t  the ground 
elements t o  move some personnel  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  i n  o r d e r  t o  
secure  the weapons. 

A. Was t h i s  minigun f i r e ,  o r  doorgun f i r e ,  o r  what? 

Q S  W e  were hoping you could t e l l  us t h a t .  Do you 
r e c a l l  one of your two gunships having engaged and k i l l  two 
enemy s o l d i e r s  t o  t h e  nor th  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. What was t h e  t ime on t h e s e  dea ths ,  on this oper-
a t i o n ?  Do you have any idea?  W a s  it l a t e r ?  

a. What opera t ion  are you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. When we were t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  
from leav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  south .  

COL WILSON: Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  VC suspec t s  down 
t h e r e ?  

A. W e l l ,  s e e  i n  an a r e a  l i k e  t h a t ,  we might have 
s p l i t  t h e  guns up, and one went n o r t h ,  and one went south  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: No, w e  b e l i e v e  t h e  sequence i n  which this 
occurred is  one o f  your two gunships --
A. ( In terpos ing)  Here, and one up there ( ind i -
c a t i n g ) .  

a. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  And t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  engagement of 
an i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i f i e d  as a "dink" w i t h  a weapon was re-
por ted  i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a ,  t h a t  i s  s l i g h t l y  sou th  of  Highway 
521. That he was taken under f i r e  by one of your two gun- 
s h i p s  and subsequent ly having been repor ted  as  be ing  k i l l e d .  
Now, fol lowing t h e  second i n s e r t i o n ,  t h a t  occurred r i g h t  about 
t h e  time of t h e  first inser t ion--fol lowing t h e  second i n s e r t i o n  

(BURTON) 21 APP T-124 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

of  Char l i e  Company, t h e  two armed VC were r epor ted  a s  being 
de tec ted  moving t o  the  nor th  out  of My Lai ( 4 )  , and they w e r e  
a l s o  r epor ted  as  having been engaged and k i l J e d .  

A.  The guns were s p l i t  though? You d o n ' t  know? 

Q - We don' t know. 

A. Probably i n  an a r e a  t h a t  was -- we thought --
r e l a t i v e  you know, no f i r e ,  we probably s p l i t  t h e m  up. 

Q. Well, yes .  There had been no i n d i c a t i o n  on any 
enemy f i r e  rece ived  except  t h a t  one of t h e  l i f t  s h i p s ,  a s  
they made t h e i c a p p r o a c h  i n t o  t h e  LZ f o r  the  second i n s e r t i o n  
of C Company, r epor ted  some f i r e  out  of one o f  t h e  surrounding 
v i l l a g e s ,  w e  t h i n k ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  But a t  any r a t e ,  it 
appears t h a t  t h e r e  were no h i t s  sus ta ined  on t h e  a i r c r a f t  as 
a r e s u l t  of t h a t .  

A. Where i s  it a t ?  I remember we had a CA r i g h t  
h e r e  one day t h a t  we went h o t  on. 

COL WILSON: Witness i s  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  sou th  of My 
L a i  ( 4 ) .  

A. We went through t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q What v i l l a g e ?  

A. Ky Tay. 

Q K y  Tay. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  guys n c r t h ,  b u t  south--this 
a r e a  down i n  h e r e  --
LTC MAHAFFEY: ( In te rpos ing)  There was some coordina t ion  
involved-at  the  t ime one of your gunships attemped t o  
engage the  armed i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  sou th ,  t h e r e  was some 
coordina t ion  involved wi th  the --
A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Warlords. 
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Q With the Warlords t o  advise  them t h a t  you w e r e  
down there and w e r e  going t o  t a k e  t h i s  guy under f i r e .  Do 
you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s ,  t h e  War lords . . . a f te r  this i n c i d e n t  what 
happened? I mean from t h e  time t h i s  p la toon moved t o  this 
a r e a ,  then  what happened? 

COL WILSON: Moved south  of t h e  Road 521. 

A. J u s t  a p l a t ~ o nof them I b e l i e v e .  They took o f f  
and came down. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: W e l l ,  t h e  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  they  subse-
quent ly  recovered a weapon from t h a t  a rea .  

A. Y e s ,  r i g h t  on t h e  road,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  engaging any more than  one i n d i -
v i d u a l  south  of o r  along Highway 521? 

A. Is t h e r e  p i c t u r e s  determining a t u n n e l  a rea  
r i g h t  h e r e ,  o r  a c u l v e r t ,  o r  something? 

Q - There ' s  a d i t c h  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

COL WILSON: Witness is  po in t ing  j u s t  south  of  Highway 521. 

A. You have no o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  of  the area?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. More d e t a i l ?  

Q We have some ground photography w e  can l e t  you 
look through and s e e  i f  it r e f  reshes  your memory any. A l o t  
o f  t h e  photography is  not--probably you won' t  recognize,  b u t  
we can pull' those  photographs o u t  now and recess  long enough 
f o r  you t o  look through them. They might b r i n g  back some-
t h i n g  t o  you. 
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A. Have you g o t  a p i c t u r e  of t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
here? 

Q. Negative. We've g o t  a l o t  of photographs of the  
area .  We may have a photograph of one person down t h e r e  by 
5 2 1  t h a t  y o u ' l l  recognize,  bu t  we d o n ' t  have t h e  photo-
graphs of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  VC suspects  t h a t  were brought 
under f i r e  up on t h e  nor th .  

A. Because we engaged--one opera t ion  we engaged 
people ' r i g h t  h e r e  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was --
Q ( In te rpos ing)  Poin t ing  t o ,  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. They were h id ing  i n  bushes e i t h e r  h e r e  o r  h e r e  
nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Let  me have t h e  photographs p lease .  

A. Is t h e r e  a f l a g  i n  t h i s  town o r  v i l l a g e ?  

Q • A what? a 

A. A f l a g .  Is t h e r e  a f l a g  pos t?  

Q. We d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  I h a d n ' t  heard t h e  ques t ion  
come up. There a r e  over  100 photographs. We w i l l  r ecess  now. 

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1709,hours ,  9 January 1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1741 hours ,  9 January 
1970.) 

COL WILSON: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed a r e  
again p resen t .  M r .  BURTON, you a r e  reminded you a r e  s t i l l  under 
oa th .  

COL WILSON: M r .  BURTON was shown a l i s t  of t h e  photo e x h i b i t s .  
M r .  BURTON, d i d  you i d e n t i f y  any of the  e x h i b i t s  t h a t  you have 
seen? 
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A. Is t h e r e  a l i s t i n g  of where c e r t a i n  p ic tures- -
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of i t ?  Like t h i s  one? 

Q Exhib i t  P-12? 

A. This  i s  one of a c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d .  I d o n ' t  
remember a c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. You s t a t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l e d  a man being s h o t  
i n  the  f o o t  and l i f t e d  o u t  t h a t  day, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q- Can you i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a i r c r a f t  i n  Photo number 12? 

A. No, no marking. 

Q- Could you t e l l  me i f  t h i s  is  a dus to f f  a i r c r a f t ,  
o r  i f  i t ' s  an evacuat ion s h i p ,  o r  a s l i c k ?  

A. I t 's  a s l i c k ,  e i t h e r  from our  company o r  probably 
t h e  171s t .  

Q- And t h i s  a i r c r a f t  is n o t  a d u s t o f f ?  

A. No. 

9- I t  was c a l l e d  i n  f o r  t h e  purpose of evacuat ing 
t h i s  man. 

A. See, you can use your gun mounts. Dustoffs  a r e n ' t  
allowed t o  c a r r y  guns. 

Q Right. There 's  no o t h e r  way t o  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  . 

a i r c r a f t ,  i s  t h e r e ?  

A. Well, by crew c h i e f ' s  f a c e ,  and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  
remember him. 

Q Is he wearing an i n s i g n i a  on h i s  --
A. ( In terpos ing)  J u s t  an America1 o r  1st Divis ion 
pa tch  on h i s  l e f t  arm though. S t i l l  g o t  the  doors.  Most 
of our  a i r c r a f t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  have doors.  
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a - Most of your s l i c k s  d i d n ' t  have doors? 

A. They were taken o f f .  A few of them d i d .  This is 
coming r i g h t  ou t  of  t h e  monsoons. You d o n ' t  know who w a s  
f l y i n g  t h i s  a i r c r a f t ?  

Q - NO. 

A. Probably a  s p e c  4 ,  o r  a  spec  3 .  Most of our 
a i r c r a f t  had the  174th r i g h t  he re .  

Q- You a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  nose of 
t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

A. L e f t  door. 

Q. We want t o  e s t a b l i s h  i f  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  
t h e  command con t ro l  a i r c r a f t  . 
A. Well, you g o t  two t o  f i v e  people;  one ,  two, three, 
four  people.  Oh, h e r e ' s  t h e  o t h e r  crew c h i e f .  This would 
be t h e  gunner ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o .  W e  b e l i e v e  we  have t h a t  man 
i d e n t i f i e d .  

A. The guy t h a t ' s  s h o t  is  r i g h t  h e r e ,  r i g h t ,  t h e  
Negro i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  

Q - I t ' s  probably CARTER, yes. Probably, it looks 
l i k e  him. 

I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  plowed f i e l d .  

Well, l e t ' s  t ake  a check. 

A. They go t  four  people he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  Exh ib i t  P-11) . 
There 's  a f l a k  v e s t ,  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and this i n d i v i d u a l ,  and 
t h e r e  doesn ' t seem t o  be anybody i n  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  Then you go 
t o  the  next  p i c t u r e  (Exhibi t  P-12) and you g o t  f i v e  people.  
That guy ' s  bare  headed and ca r ry ing  a canteen. Two guys b a r e  
headed t h e r e ,  s o  where'd t h e  o t h e r  guy wi th  t h e  s t e e l  pot  come 
from? 
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0. W e  d o n ' t  know t h e  t i m e  element he re .  L e t ' s  look 
a t  t h i s ,  Exh ib i t  P-27. 

A. Is t h i s  t h e  l i f t  t h a t  day? 

Q- W e  b e l i e v e  s o ,  yes .  

A. Most of our  a i r c r a f t  should have been marked 
b e t t e r ,  because we  had t h e  t a i l g u n s  marked. This  i s n ' t  t h e  
monastery down by Quang Ngai? 

Q. Can 't answer t h a t ,  I don 't know. 

A. This (Exhib i t  P-28) , w e  popped smoke h e r e  on a 
s m a l l  road. This is f o r  a wounded guy? 

Q. W e  d o n ' t  know t h a t .  

A. Here 's people.  

Q* You're looking a t  Exh ib i t  P-28, now. 

A. Is t h e r e  t r a c k s  down he re?  Some k ind  of  an a i r  
f e a t u r e .  

Q. Before you s t a r t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  with 
My Lai  ( 4 )  , i t ' s  n o t  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h a t ' s  My Lai  ( 4 )  . We 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  was t aken  en rou te .  

A. W e l l ,  i t ' s  too  l o w  t o  be taken  e n  r o u t e .  We popped 
smoke. The winds i n  this d i r e c t i o n ,  s o  we'd be coming i n  
down wind. You c o u l d n ' t  confirm this p i c t u r e ,  whi le  you 
was over t h e r e  i n  Vietnam? 

Q Negative. We d o n ' t  have t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  going over  t o  Vietnam. W e  can confirm t h i s  
p i c t u r e  l a t e r  wi th  t h e  photographer.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember any s p o t s  i n  t h e r e ,  j u s t  the 
smoke. 

Q. The smoke is the one t h i n g  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  us 
about the  p i c t u r e ,  b u t  w e  d o n ' t  know what t h e  reason f o r  it 
is. We t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  was taken  e n  r o u t e  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
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a rea .  We d o n ' t  mean i t ' s  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  we t h i n k  it was taken 
en route .  Could have been on a l e t  down. 

A. Because, t h i s  a l t i t u d e ,  h e ' s  lower than  1,500 f e e t  
above t h e  ground, s o  h e ' s  s u r e l y  going t o  l e t  down. There was 
no t roops  south of t h e  road though. There wasn ' t  an ambush 
f o r c e  down t h e r e  a t  a l l  o r  anything? 

Q We know who took t h e  photograph. The i n d i v i d u a l  
went i n  wi th  t h e  CA. He was i n  one of the  s l i c k s .  

A. This  a r e a  he re  is  completely-- i t ' s  a r i c e  paddy, 
i s n ' t  i t ?  

Q Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  I 'm n o t  t r y i n g  t o  r e l a t e  t h i s  
photo,  Exh ib i t  P-28, wi th  My Lai .  

A. Yes. 

Q Stop on Exh ib i t  P-29 and i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  two a i r -
c r a f t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  record.  

A. There ' s  a R a t t l e r  t h e r e ,  a 71s t  s l i c k  a i r c r a f t .  

Q Yes. 

A.  I guess t h a t ' s  a Dolphin by t h e  s c a r s  we had pa in ted .  
I t  i s n ' t  a R a t t l e r .  

Q- The f i r s t  a i r c r a f t  i s  probably a Dolphin. The second 
a i r c r a f t  i s  a R a t t l e r .  This photograph has been e s t a b l i s h e d  
as being a t  t h e  landing zone next  t o  My Lai ( 4 ) .  

A. Don't remember any t r e e s  being i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. This photograph, a s  w e l l  a s  we have been a b l e  t o  
determine, i s  taken showing t h e s e  t r e e s  here .  Looking back 
t o  these  t r e e s  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  P-1) .. 
A. So t h a t  means we approached from t h e  south ,  r i g h t ?  

Q Right. 

A. That means we went i n  downwind, i f  t h i s  photo is  
taken on--are t h e s e  t r a c e r  rounds here? Are these  t r a c e r  rounds 
o r  j u s t  p i c t u r e  sc ra tches?  I t  looks l i k e  somebody i s  f i r i n g .  
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Q. I can '  t answer t h a t .  

A. E i t h e r  they t  r e  f i r i n g  o r  maybe t h e  gunships a r e  
f i r i n g  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  i t ' s  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t roops  f o r  gun- 
s h i p s .  

Q. Looking a t  photograph, Exh ib i t  P-63. 

A. ~ o o k s  l i k e  an i n d i v i d u a l  l ay ing  down t h e r e .  

a* W e  h a v e n ' t  d e f i n i t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  where t h i s  
photograph was. 

A. There ' s  a  sod f i e l d ,  l i k e  t h e  one they  landed 
on f o r  t h e  d u s t o f f .  

A. Now, t h e s e  a r e  i n  November. 

a. 	 The photographs which you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  now 
( i n d i c a t.ing Exh ib i t s  P-73 and P-74, which t h e  wi tness  is  
looking a t )  were t h e  photographs t h a t  were taken  November 
of  1969 a f t e r  the  combat a s s a u l t .  

A. W e l l ,  then  t h i s  w a s n ' t  an a s s a u l t  then? 

Q - Negative. This was t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  t h a t  went i n  
t h e r e  t o  make some photographs. 

A. Is t h i s  on the  road h e r e ,  on 521? 


Q =  Negative,  i t ' s  i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t ' s  n o t  on 521. 


A. Where i s  i t ,  do you know? 

9. It 's near  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Near t h e  v i l l a g e  again .  There ' s  no p i c t u r e s  of 
t h e  521 road? 

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about Exh ib i t s  P-84 and P-85 a s  
be ing  nea r  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The s e r i e s  of photographs t h a t  you 
have t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e  have any photographs of road 
521. 

A. This is south of t h e  road then  o r  taken  away. 
This must be r i g h t  over he re .  

Q- Witness is  po in t ing  t o  t h e  l a r g e  h i l l  on photo 
Exh ib i t  P-92 and b e l i e v e s  i t ' s  H i l l  85. 

(BURTON) 	 29 APP T-124 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Is t h i s  d i t c h  r i g h t  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q- That d i t c h  i s  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Witness is  
po in t ing  t o  Exh ib i t  P-96. 

A. Eas t ,  you don' t know which--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  We b e l i e v e  i t ' s  t h i s  d i t c h ,  
r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  P-1) . 
A. I t  would have taken t h e  t roops maybe about an 
hour t o  g e t  t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  

Q. From where they landed t o  t h a t  p o i n t  is about 
500 meters.  Normally you can walk t h a t  i n  15 minutes.  It 
j u s t  depends on how caut ious  they were i n  moving through 
t h e  v i l l a g e  as  f a r  a s  mines and booby t r a p s  go. It would 
be very d i f f i c u l t  t o  say they  moved t h a t  f a r .  You'd have 
t o  p i n  it down. It could have taken them as  long as 3 
hours  t o  walk t h a t  f a r .  

A. Especia l ly  a v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q We b e l i e v e  they  w e r e  probably i n  t h a t  a r e a  
somewhere around noon, poss ib ly  a l i t t l e  be fo re  t h a t .  The 
l o g  shows t h a t  t h e  d u s t o f f ,  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  coming i n  and 
t ak ing  the  wounded man out--the l o g  shows t h e  man w a s  
wounded a t  1020 and evacuated a t  1030. T h a t ' s  the  time of 
day w e  be l i eve  it occurred. I t ' s  t h e  only o f f i c i a l  docurnen-
t a t i o n  we've g o t .  You a r e  looking a t  a s e r i e s  o f  photos 
t h a t  was taken i n  November 1969. The t r a c k s  should n o t  be 
confused wi th  t h e  t e r r a i n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  on 16 March 1968. 

A. Seems l i k e  t h i s  d i t c h ,  t h i s  one w e  were r e f e r -
r i n g  t o  a  while  ago on Exh ib i t  P-95. Are you s u r e  we 
w e r e n ' t  scrambled back t o  t h a t  a r e a  l a t e r  on i n  the a f t e r -
noon? 

Q I c a n ' t  answer t h a t  ques t ion .  

A. The ground t roops  moved f a i r l y  slow. I t  would t a k e  
them t o  about noon t o  go t h a t  f a r .  They set  i n  a t  0730, and 
t o  go t h a t  f a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wi th  t h a t  v i l l a g e  l i k e  t h a t - - t h e r e ' s  
no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  we w e r e  c a l l e d  back on s t a t i o n  t h a t  a f t e r -
noon, o r  about noon? 
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Q. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  day, it d o e s n ' t  appear
t h a t  t h e r e  was any reason t o  c a l l  you back. Now you may have 
been s e n t  back f o r  some r o u t i n e  m a t t e r ,  b u t  i f  y o u ' r e  th inking  
about coming back on a h o t  miss ion ,  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
we have found t h a t  you would have been r e c a l l e d .  

A. When w a s  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  a rea?  

a - I t  occurred about the 1 8 t h ,  some 2 days l a t e r .  

A. Where d i d  w e  pick them up? 

Q .  J u s t  nor th  of My Lai  (1). 
A. North of--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Probably r i g h t  around i n  here, 

somewhere. 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  l a r g e  r i v e r .  They probably 
wouldn' t have crossed  t h a t .  

LTC MAHAFFEY : They d id .  

A. They d id?  On t h e  b r idge?  

COL WILSON : Causeway. 

Q Why do you r e c a l l  t h a t  d i t c h ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. I j u s t  remembered on some opera t ion ,  
w e  might have been scrambled back up t h e r e .  That might account 
f o r  t h e  rocke t  o r  something. I can remember s e e i n g  a few 
bodies  i n  a d i t c h  o r  something. 

Q. You do remember s e e i n g  some bodies  i n  a d i t c h ?  

A. L a t e r  on,  maybe even a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o r  some-
th ing .  W e  w e r e  j u s t  doing a l o c a l  recon. This would have been 
what, t h e  18th? 

Q The e x t r a c t i o n  was on the 18 th .  

A. You have no photos of  t h i s  d i t c h  r i g h t  i n  here?  
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Q The only photos we  b e l i e v e  were taken down i n  t h a t  
a r e a  w e r e  those  where you were po in t ing  t o  Highway 521.  

A. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q. I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  photo,  Exh ib i t  P-95 , which you
quest ioned a couple of t imes a s  being a d i t c h .  I t  seems an 
odd photo. I t 's  a ground photo. What really do you remember 
about t h a t  photograph? 

A. There was a l a r g e  p i c t u r e  of it somewhere. I t  
j u s t  seemed l i k e  maybe one t ime,  maybe a f t e r  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
o r  something, we flew over and happened t o  s e e  bodies  o r  
something i n  the d i t c h  i t s e l f .  

Q. When was t h i s ?  

A. No idea .  

Q. Was t h e r e  water  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No. 

Q. There wasn ' t  any water? 

A. I d o n ' t  t h ink  s o .  How b i g  is t h i s  d i t c h ?  

Q. Well, i t ' s  probably about 80 meters  long.  I t  
poss ib ly  could extend f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  b u t  I would say  
n o t  l e s s  than  80 meters .  

A. .. There 'were graves i n  t h a t  a r e a  b e f o r e  t h e  opera t ion .  

What a rea?  

A. Around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q. Well, are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  graves t h a t  you saw 
back h e r e  i n  t h i s  photograph? There a r e  graves shown i n  photo 
Exh ib i t  P-78. Are you r e f e r r i n g  t o  those graves? 

A. Where was t h i s  p i c t u r e  taken? 

Q This photograph was taken near  t h i s  d i t c h .  
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A. I d o n ' t  remember any t h e r e ,  b u t  I th ink  they were 
along t h i s  cana l  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

9. Do you r e c a l l  see ing  some bodies  i n  t i le d i t c h ?  
You d o n ' t  remember t h e  d a t e  you saw them, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No. 

Q- Do you remember what a l t i t u d e  you were f l y i n g  when 
you saw t h e s e  bodies? 

A. About 200 t o  a 1,000, maybe 2,000. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  what type  of mission you were on 
when you saw t h e s e  bodies? 

A. No. 


Q - Do you r e c a l l  how many bodies  you saw? 


A. Troops were picked up r i g h t  on t h a t  peninsula .  


Q- They, a s  f a r  a s  we know, w e r e  picked up r i g h t  

around My La i  ( 3 ) . 
A. I don' t know why we'd be down t h e r e  though; t h a t ' s  
q u i t e  a ways. Usually,  on t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  we s t ayed  r i g h t  
around t h e  pickup zone a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  How many people 
were i n  t h e  company? 

LTC MAHAFFEY: One hundred o r  one hundred and f i v e .  Might you 
have flown back over  t h a t  a r e a  on the  17th ,  t h e  day a f t e r  
t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I flew t h e  17th because of my 
f l i g h t  records .  L e t ' s  s e e ,  3 s h i p s ,  15 people ap iece  
approximately. It  would t ake  q u i t e  a whi le  t o  push these  
people o u t ,  between two and t h r e e  sh ips .  Might have had 
time t o  j u s t  go over and look a t  it o r  something. 

COL WILSON: How many bodies  do you b e l i e v e  you saw on t h i s  
d i t c h ?  

A. Well, I c a n ' t  even say t h a t .  Q u i t e  a few, sir. 

Q - Were t h e s e  bodies  a l l  i n  t h e  d i t c h  o r  were some 
of them o u t s i d e  of t h e  d i t c h ,  on t h e  s i d e ?  
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A. I t  seems l i k e  they  w e r e  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  

Q. Did you see any U.S. s o l d i e r s  around t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
t ime? Did you s e e  any Vietnamese down t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
moving o r  l i v i n g ?  

A. I t  j u s t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  my mind t h a t  it happened 
sometime, b u t  I d o n ' t  know when o r  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
was a t  a l l .  

Q Did you see any f r e s h  graves  dug? 

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I remember. There was gun cover-
age on t h a t  e x t r a c t i o n ?  

LTC MAHAFFEY: We d o n ' t  know f o r  su re .  W e  presume t h e r e  w a s .  
M r .  BURTON, l e t ' s  g e t  away from 16 March, and l e t  m e  ask 
you when you f i r s t  heard about  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a number of people  had been k i l l e d ?  

A. W e l l ,  I t h i n k  I j u s t  heard c a s u a l l y  on t h e  news. 

Q Recently? 

A. I c a n ' t  even say  t h a t .  

Q Within t h e  p a s t  2 months, 3 months? 

A. About a month ago, I th ink .  I can r e c a l l  a Captain 
NEUMANN, and he j u s t  t o l d  m e  t h a t  he had been c a l l e d  up. 
T h a t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  I--

0. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Captain NEUMANN? 

A. Right.  That w a s  t h e  f i r s t  time I r e a l i z e d  w e  
were i n  t h a t ,  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  was i n  our  AO. 

Q Knowing t h a t  Captain NElJMANN had been c a l l e d ,  d i d  
t h a t  sugges t  t o  you t h a t  you might a l s o  be c a l l e d ?  

A.  Well,  when he c a l l e d  w e  checked t h e  f l i g h t  r eco rds  
and I was up 3 and a  h a l f  hours  t h a t  day,  so I s u r e l y  must 
have flown somewhere. 

Q This  was about a month ago t h a t  Captain  NEUMANN 
had c a l l e d ?  
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(No response from t h e  wi tness .  ) 

During t h a t  month, o r  t h e  months t h a t  s lapsed  s i n c e  
t h a t  t i m e ,  have you given any thought  t o  t h e  type of opera t ion  
t h a t  you had supported o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. J u s t  t h e  one wi th  t h e  tanks .  I remember t h a t  
f a i r l y  v i v i d l y ,  because i t ' s  such a l a r g e  opera t ion ,  espec- 
i a l l y  w i t h  A P C ' s .  

Q. You h a v e n ' t  r e a l l y  t r i e d  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i n  your . 

own mind, an example of  what you might have been, o r  what p a r t  
you might have played, o r  what p a r t  your gunships might have 
played i n  t h a t  opera t ion?  

A. No, I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember t h e  t ime,  what happened, 
because I was th ink ing  more about t h e  tank  opera t ion  and wasn ' t  
even concerned wi th  t h i s  opera t ion  a t  a l l .  The town d o e s n ' t  
r e a l l y  r i n g  a b e l l .  The a r e a  might,  because I was t h e r e  f o r  
a whole year .  

Q. Y e s ,  I t h i n k  it would. Have you t a l k e d  wi th  any- 
one else o t h e r  than  Captain NEUMANN about e i t h e r  the i n c i d e n t  
i t s e l f  o r  be ing  c a l l e d  be fo re  t h i s  committee? 

A. No. Captain NEUMANN came over  one n i g h t  and 
brought  a map over ,  because I d i d n ' t  have a map of the a rea .  
H e  brought  a map over ,  and CW2 FIELDING and CW2 HOLCOMBE 
w e r e  t h e r e .  

Q- They were members of t h e  174th then? 

A. Y e s ,  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q- 'Did they  f l y  gunships too? 

A. Not a t  t h e  t i m e .  They were s l i c k s  I b e l i e v e .  

8- Were they i n  t h e  s l i c k s  during the  day of t h e  
opera t ion?  

A. I d o n ' t  know. They j u s t  came up. They l i v e  r ight - -  
one of them l i v e s  r i g h t  on t h e  BOQ t h e r e .  They happened t o  be 
downstairs  a t  t h e  t ime. 
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Q- T h a t ' s  Warrant O f f i c e r  F I E L D I N G  and HOLCOMBE, who, 
a t  l e a s t  during t h a t  t ime frame, flew s l i c k s  f o r  t h e  174th? 
Captain NEUMANN d i d  have a map? 

A. He had, I t h i n k ,  a 1:50,000 map of t h e  a r e a .  

Q 1:50,000 map. Were you a t  t h a t  t i m e  a b l e  t o  lo-
c a t e  My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h a t  map? 

A .  Well, we d i d n ' t  know which one i t  was, which one 
of the My L a i ' s  it was r e a l l y .  The maps of t h a t ,  area--

Q . ( In terpos ing)  The newspapers have r e a l l y  been f u l l  
i n  d iscuss ion  of  My Lai ( 4 )  . 

. A .  Yes, i t ' s - -Cap ta in  MEDINA,  I remember t h e  news on 
him. He had a couple a r t i c l e s ,  I mean TV. I g e t  i n  around--
sometimes I g e t  back j u s t  i n  t ime t o  t u r n  on t h e  news--and 
them charging t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  wi th  the  cour t -mar t ia l  . 
Q What was d iscussed  a t  t h i s  meeting between you, and 
Captain NEUMANN and Warrant Of f i ce r s  FIELDING and HOLCOMBE? 

A.  I t  was j u s t  t o  try t o  l o c a t e  t h e  a r e a  and t r y  t o  
remember what happened. None o f  us r e a l l y  could.  We had no 
i d e a  o f  what r e a l l y  happened a t  a l l ,  I mean, you know, what 
our  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  i t  was. 

Q. You were n o t  a b l e  t o  p i n  down o r  a r r i v e  a t  any
conclusion concerning your p a r t i c i p a t i o n ?  

A. We weren ' t  even able t o  p inpo in t  the v i l l a g e  
r e a l l y .  I have a q u e s t i o n ,  sir.  I n  t h e  opera t ion  j u s t  
be fo re  t h a t ,  d i d  w e  go i n t o  t h a t  same v i l l a g e ,  go through 
t h e  same v i l l a g e  a couple t imes? 

a.  Yes, w e  th ink .  

A.  Might have been th inking  of t h a t .  That was s t i l l  
nea r  the  a r e a  t h a t  t h e  t anks  were--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  Did you i n  f a c t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
e i t h e r  of t h e  two previous opera t ions  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. The one with t h e  t anks ,  t h e  main t a n k s ,  where t h e  
tank o r  t h e  APC g o t  h i t  with t h e  RPG. 
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Q. You p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h a t  one? 

A. I w a s  f l y i n g  p i l o t ,  again.  

Q. W a s  t h a t  ope ra t ion  centered  on My Lai ( 4 )  o r  around 
P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Centered more on P i n k v i l l e ,  because where t h e  tanks  
go t  a t t acked ,  they were s t randed.  

a =  So t h a t  any events  you may be a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  i n  
connection wi th  My Lai  ( 4 )  then would l o g i c a l l y  be as soc ia ted  
wi th  t h e  opera t ion  on 16 March, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. 16 March was t h e  f i r s t  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  area?  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  w e  a r e  d i scuss ing  h e r e  
today, My Lai  ( 4 )  . 
A. Okay, the  tanks  w e r e  i n  February? 

Q P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So t h a t  any 
even t s  o r  l o c a t i o n s  t h a t  you might be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  
i n  and around M y  La i  ( 4 ) ,  l o g i c a l l y  would have occurred 
on 16 March, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  What I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  do i s  t o  
a s s i s t  you i n  s o r t i n g  o u t ,  you see--

A . .  ( In te rpos ing)  Between each even t?  

Q .  That 's c o r r e c t ,  between t h e  even t s  and l o c a t i o n s  
t h a t  you r e c a l l .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  a s s i s t  you i n  s o r t i n g  them 
o u t  i n  your own mind i n  terms o f  when they occurred.  

A. The o t h e r  CA I flew wi th  DODGE, and w e  were--
t h a t ' s  why I ' m  confused. I can '  t remember f l y i n g  wi th  DOERSAM. 
I mean t h a t  I j u s t  c a n ' t  p inpoin t  t h a t  I flew wi th  him t h a t  
day. 

Q. W e l l ,  M r .  DOERSAM r e c a l l s  f l y i n g  w i t h  you. 

A. Maybe DODGE and I--I remember DODGE and I worked 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  one t ime. I t  must have been t h e  opera t ion  before .  
I t h i n k  DODGE and I were f l y i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  and w e  was c a l l e d  
t o  a scramble,  and they  were r e a l l y  be ing  a t t acked .  They were 
moving into--
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Q (-Interposing) That was probably t h e  opera t ion  pre-
vious t o  t h i s  one,  because they d i d  have r a t h e r  heavy combat 
i n  t h i s  a rea  a s  f a r  a s  we know. A l l  t he  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  
t h e r e  was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  r e s i s t a n c e  when t h i s  opera t ion  
that--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  remember any heavy o f f e n s i v e ,  
you know, because you remember i f  you g o t  s h o t  up r e a l  bad, 
b u t  I d o n ' t .  Even t h e  s l i c k  t h a t  g o t  s h o t  a t ,  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
any b u l l e t  wounds a t  a l l ,  I mean on t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  was t h e r e  
t h a t  you know of?  

Q- Not t h a t  we a r e  aware o f .  

A. This one rece ived  f i r e ,  c a l l e d  i n  r ece iv ing  f i r e .  

Q He repor ted  rece iv ing  f i r e ,  b u t  t h e r e ' s  no ind i -
c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  i t s e l f  was h i t .  Can you s o r t  o u t  some 
of the  events  t h a t  we have desc r ibed ,  t h e  engagement of the  
armed i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I can remember engaging t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  I 
c a n ' t  remember i f  it was DOERSAM. 

Q Your gunship engaging t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

A.  Right ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember, it seens l i k e  i t ' s  
DODGE. To me, i n  my mind i t ' s  DODGE, which i s  my o t h e r  AC. 

Q - Who was i n  t h e  gunship with you a t  t h e  time t h e  
gunship engaged t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  it seems t o  you l i k e  it was 
DODGE? 

A. Seems l i k e  it was DODGE i n s t e a d  of DOERSMI be-
cause--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, w e ' l l  check t h a t ,  it con-
ce ivably  might have been DODGE. 

A. DOERSAM and DODGE a r e  j u s t  completely d i f f e r e n t .  
One's r e a l  t a l l  and skinny,  and DOERSAM is  kind of s h o r t ,  like 
I am. 

Q- Well, w e ' l l  t a l k  t o  M r .  DODGE and M r .  DOERSAM, and 
t r y  to- -a t  l e a s t  our  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  M r .  
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DOERSAM flew wi th  you on t h e  16 th )  and he has u n o f f i c i a l l y  
r e c o l l e c t e d  t h a t  he d i d  i n  f a c t  f l y  wi th  you t h a t  day. 
Fur ther  he has  ind ica ted  t h a t  a s  f a r  a s  he remembers t h e r e  
were only t h e  two gunships t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  opera t ion  
t h a t  day. 

A. Suppressed going i n ,  s o  we h i t  t h e  r i v e r  by t h e  
t r e e  l ine--

Q. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Well, I th ink  Colonel WILSON had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  was probably dry a t  t h e  time, 
i s  t h a t  n o t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ?  

COL WILSON: March was the  dry season. he stream bed t h e r e  
was probably dry.  

A. Every opera t ion  I remember t h e r e  was always water 
i n  t h a t  stream. 

Q. Well then ,  it wasn ' t  i n t e r m i t t e n t .  It s tayed with 
water  i n  it a l l  yea r .  

A. Because with t h i s  b r idge  h e r e ,  we always had 
problems wi th  people c ross ing  t h e  br idge .  I mean, t h i s  
i s  a l l  y e a r  long. So on an opera t ion  they 'd  usual ly  s e t  up a 
smal l  fence over he re  t o  s t o p  the people going e i t h e r  way 
across  t h e  b r idge ,  because t h a t  s the  main t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
ac ross  t h e - - i t ' s  a c t u a l l y  a l i t t l e  r i v e r .  I t ' s  n o t  a r e a l  
sma l l  stream. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: L e t ' s  t r y  t o  g e t  back and a s s i s t  you i n  recol -  
l e c t i n g  t h e  events  of the  day. You do r e c a l l  engaging t h e  
one, armed i n d i v i d u a l  south of Highway 521? 

A. Right on t h e  road. 

Q. He was on t h e  road a t  t h e  time you engaged him? 
Did you h i t  him? 

A. There was one i n  a d i t c h .  I mean l i k e  it was--he 
ran.  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason we no t i ced  him, because he ran  from us 
o r  something, and went and h i d  i n  t h e  d i t c h .  That seems l ike--
t o  me t h a t ' s  DODGE i n s t e a d  of DOERSAM. 

Q - T h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  L e t ' s  l eave  t h a t  p o i n t  a s i d e  f o r  
the  moment. L e t ' s  t r y  t o  t a l k  about t h e  events  r a t h e r  than 
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who was with you. The i n d i v i d u a l  r an  and h i d  i n  t h e  d i t c h  sou th  
of  521? 

A. Yes, t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  d id .  

Q. And was he engaged? 

A.  He was engaged by doorgun. 

Q- By doorgun. Did you h i t  him? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he was wounded. He wasn ' t  immediately 
k i l l e d .  The t roops  where he was a t ,  they  weren' t t o o  f a r  away. 
They came immediately. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  gunships engaging t h e  
two, armed i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  nor th?  

A. A r e  you s u r e  i t ' s  t h i s  f a r  nor th?  
r' 

& - No, we ' r e  n o t  s u r e  a t  a l l .  We a r e  t r y i n g  t o  de te r - c:' 
mine where i n  f a c t  it was. ~ e t's say anywhere on t h e  nor the rn  C-Zp 
edge of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Northeast  of t h e  landing  zone i t s e l f ,  say 
i n  t h i s  a rea .  Cc 

A.  That a r e a  i s  as  f l a t  a s  a  pancake o u t  t h e r e .  There ' s  
no obs t ruc t ions .  He had been c i r c l i n g  t o  t h e - - l e t ' s  s e e  DODGE, 
DOERSAM you say ,  was c i r c l i n g  t o  t h e  l e f t  i n s t e a d  of  r i g h t .  

Q. These i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w e  t h i n k ,  were subsequent ly marked 
wi th  whi te  smoke as  a means of  i d e n t i f y i n g .  

A. I remember c a l l i n g  f o r  ground u n i t s  t o  come over .  
I th ink  we were down h e r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q Tha t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  You may have separa ted  t h e  a r e a  
UP 

A. Because t h e r e  was only two of us .  I t ' s  f a i r l y  open, 
and I remember him c a l l i n g  over  the a i r  f o r  t roops  t o  come 
over t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  remember us being i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q- Your s h i p ?  

A. Yes, the  one I w a s  i n .  

(BURTON) 40 APP T-124 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



8 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


Q. So genera l ly  t h e n ,  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  is t h a t  you 
o r b i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  engagements of o t h e r  
personnel  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. Seems l i k e  when t h e  t roops  moved t o  t h i s  a r e a  
here--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  I n d i c a t i n g  that they  moved t o  t h e  
south  from t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  landing  zone. 

A .  Seemed Like t h e r e  were people--as t h e  t roops  moved 
t h e  people on the  road went t o  t h i s  d i t c h .  They h i d  i n  t h i s  
d i t c h .  So we c i r c l e d  t h e r e  f o r  a  whi l e  a s  they  were coming 
down. 

Q. Did you engage them? 

A. No, I t h i n k  they h i d  i n  t h e  d i t c h  and k ind  of 
s t a y e d  s t i l l ,  and t h e  t roops  came down. 

&. But you d i d  n o t  engage them p r i o r  t o  t h e  t roops  
reaching t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Might have s h o t  i n  f r o n t  of them t o  s t o p  them, b u t  
I donst b e l i e v e  we s h o t  t r y i n g  t o  wound somebody o r  something. 
I d o n ' t  remember it. This i s  a d ike?  

Q. Y e s ,  you a r e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  d i t c h  which i n t e r s e c t s  
t h a t  d ike  t h a t  runs t o  5 2 1 ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

4 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many people moved and h i d  i n  t h a t  d i t c h ?  

A. I ' d  say f o u r  o r  f i v e .  

Q. Four o r  f i v e .  And you do n o t  r e c a l l  engaging t h e m  
p r i o r  t o  the  ground t roops  reaching  t h a t  l o c a t i o n ?  

A. Seems l i k e '  c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  road i t s e l f - - t h e  ones 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  h i d e  j u s t  crouched on the road o r  some- 
t h i n g ,  l i k e  t h a t  one p i c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s .  T h a t ' s  on the  road,  
t h a t ' s  n o t  on the  d ike .  
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Q Other than t h a t  group, do you r e c a l l  engaging 
any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  south  of  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  This  f i g u r e  
of seven o r  e i g h t  K I A  may w e l l  have been a cumulative t o t a l  
be tween yourse l f  and t h e  aero-scout gunships.  

A.  You c a n ' t  confirm t h a t  w e  had a scramble l a t e r  
on t h a t  day i n  t h a t  same a r e a ?  

Q. Well, w e ' l l  c e r t a i n l y  check i t  ou t .  

A. Usually on a mission shee t - -ac tua l ly  on the 
mission s h e e t  i t ' s  n o t  determined which, you know, who 
s h o t  the  rocke t s .  

Q. You have r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  scramble s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  
What was your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what t h e  scramble r e s u l t e d  Prom? 
What caused i t ? ,  What d i d  you do a s  p a r t  of t h e  scramble? 

A .  My job was j u s t  p i l o t  aga in .  
lu 

Q .  I mean do you r e c a l l  coming back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  
l a t e r  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. I can remember t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  a d i t c h .  They 
made mention over  t h e  a i r  o r  something. 

Q- That morning o r  l a t e r  t h a t  a f te rnoon?  Which d i t c h  
a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A.  The one e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

Q The d i t c h  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. Seems l i k e  it was j u s t  out  i n  t h e  open, you know, 
nobody around it a t  a l l ,  s o  it must have been on the  e x t r a c t i o n  
o r  l a t e r .  That ' s  why I wonder i f  t h e r e  was a scramble l a t e r  
on i n  t h a t  same area .  It says  1 1 t h  Brigade. I t  d o e s n ' t  
mention anything about where w e  was a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember 
f i r i n g .  Does DOERSAM remember which s e a t  he was f l y i n g  i n  the 
a i r c r a f t ?  

Q. Well, we h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  him y e t .  We w i l l  be 
t a l k i n g  t o  him. 

A. He's i n  Vietnam, i s n ' t  he? 
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Q No. A s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  a 
c i v i l i a n  now. He's agreed t o  come i n  and t a l k  w i t h  us .  

A. I don" remember. What I remember of t h a t  d i t c h ,  
it w a s  sometime l a t e r .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  day. 

Q. But a f t e r  t h e  morning hours ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. ' Seems t o  me t h e r e  w a s  nobody t h e r e  a t  a l l .  J u s t  
o u t  i n  t h e  open by i t s e l f .  We were f l y i n g  by and not iced  
something. 

Q D i d  you happen t o  n o t i c e  dead bodies  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q e  What o r d e r  o f  magnitude? 

a 
&.. Anvyv~here from f o u r  t o  t e n  a . > r  s s ,  I don' t know, i n  
j u s t  one a r e a  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e  d i t c h  i s  wider o r  something. 

Q Did you r e p o r t  that t o  anyone? 

A .  Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

9 Did i t  make any impression on you o t h e r  than t h a t  
i t  was a bunch of dead bodies  i n  a d i t c h ?  

A.  No. 

Q. And you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether i t  was on 16 March 
o r  a l a t e r  day, is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Can ' t  confirm t h a t  day. 

Q. I n  your own mind? 

A. No. 

Q YQU cannot o r  can you r e c a l l  any a d d i t i o n a l  ac-
t i o n s  by your gunship south of t h e  v i l l a g e  on t h e  morning 
o f  t h e  16 th?  

A. This  i s  a r e c e n t  photo ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  P-95)? 

Q. Yes. 
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zb. I t  d o e s n ' t  show sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  I t  wasn ' t  
those  two o r  t h r e e ,  I don ' t  t h ink .  The most I can--there 's  
one on t h e  road,  and one i n  t h e  d i t c h .  I t  seems l i k e  t h e r e  
was one. I th ink  maybe t h e  one i n  t h e  d i t c h  was wounded 
and c a r r i e d  away. He was wounded, I know t h a t .  The two 
nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e - - s t i l i  seems l i k e  it was DODGE who was 
fly+-ng. He no t i ced  some r i g h t  on t h e  nor th  edge of the  v i i l a g e .  
To me, it seems l ike-- they were he ld  mobile u n t i l  t h e  t roops  
came t o  them, P b e l i e v e .  I t  might have been a  previous  
opera t ion .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  l a r g e  numbers of people moving o u t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  sou th ,  t o  Highway 521, and then moving 
o f f  t o  t h e  southwest? 

(No response.  ) 

COL WILSON: Did you answer t h e  l a s t  ques t ion?  

LTC MAHAFFEY: About t h e  l a r g e  number of people? 

COL WILSON: Y e s .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  sir. 

A. No. People moved o u t  and t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few of 
them running. 

Q . How many would you es t ima te?  

A. On both  t h e  t r a i l  and t h e  d ike?  

Q The t r a i l  and t h e  d ike  leading  south o u t  of t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A.  Right ,  Anywhere from 25 t o  100. 

Q Twenty-five t o  one hundred? 

A. Small groups,  I d o n ' t  know. There was q u i t e  a 
few i n  s i z e ,  b u t  we d i d  check it o u t .  Seems l i k e  t h e r e  is  
a road--people were going t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  t o o ,  t o  t h e  b r idge .  
This  is a b r idge  h e r e  ac ross  t h e  r i v e r  j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e .  
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&- Are you t a l k i n g  about noncombatants, i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  moving t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ?  

A. Right.  

8 How many ? 

A. There wasn ' t t h a t  many because we--you know, it 
d idn ' t  s e e m  l i k e  a major o b j e c t i v e .  There wasn ' t  t h a t  many. 

Q e  Ten? 

A. Twenty. 

Q Twenty? 

A.  Compared t o  t h e  o t h e r  numbers l eav ing  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

& O  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g ,  t h a t  morning now s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
any l a r g e  numbers, any groups of f i v e ,  t e n ,  or  i a r y e r ?  Any 
l a r g e  numbers of bodies  anywhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A. Not t h a t  morning except  two o r  t h r e e  t h a t  might 
have been on t h e  road t h a t  we handled ourse lves .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any l a r g e  numbers of bodies  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai ( 4 )  a t  any t ime on t h e  af te rnoon 
of t h e  1 6 t h ,  t h e  1 7 t h ,  o r  t h e  18th  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  group 
you mentioned see ing  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. No. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we f lew over  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  any l a r g e  numbers t o  be spec i f ic - -or  
even on t h e  roads.  

9. And it is  your testimony t h a t  your gunship engaged 
only  t h e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A.  To t h e  south.  

Q To t h e  south of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A. I s t i l l  d o n ' t  s e e  where we  f i r e d  a l l  our  ammunition 
t h a t  day. Th i r ty - f ive  rocke t s  and minigun, we should have 
engaged a couple of them. W e  might have had a heavy expendi-
t u r e  on t h e  LZ. Was t h e  o t h e r  LZ h o t  a t  a l l  o r  was it cold?  

(BURTONI) 45 APP T-124 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Our i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  it was cold .  

A .  Usually on an i n i t i a l  prep you wouldn ' t  use over  
50 pe rcen t  of your ordnance. That would l eave  1 4  rocke t s  
expended t h e r e .  So t h e r e ' s  20 rocke t s  somewhere wi th  no 
i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  where i t  was s p e n t .  

Q I f  you had prepped t h e  landing zone west of My L a i ,  
then i t  would have been approximately w i t h  1 4  o r  15 rocke t s?  

A. Probably, because you always k e p t  some i n  r e s e r v e  
i n  case you d i d  run  i n t o  an offensive--and maybe a couple 
thous and miniguns. 

(1. Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any l a r g e  number of houses 
being burned t h a t  morning o r  on f i r e ?  

A. Not when we l e f t  t h e  a rea .  

Q This was about 0915 t h a t  you depar ted  the a rea .  

A .  Not an excep t iona l  amount or  I'd remember. 

Q Two, four?  

A. Four o r  five. 

Q. Four o r  f i v e  hootches burning o r  t h a t  had been 
bur-led dur ing  that--no more than  t h a t .  

A. Even your own rocke t s  w i l l  s e t  some on f i r e .  
A r t i l l e r y  w i l l  too .  Usually it smolders a s  you a r e  going 
i n .  I think a Zew mc re a t i l l  smolde~incjwhen w e  l e f t .  

Q. Do you remember f i r i n g  any rocke t s  i n t o  t h a t  
v i  11age? 

A. No, I don' t even remember. I f  we were the  second 
s h i p ,  we would have been probably on the  l e f t  and prepped 
maybe t h i s  d i t c h  l i n e  as w e  went i n ,  and then  w i t h  the mini-
gun went up along t h e  r i v e r  h e r e  j u s t  to--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  Suppress.  

A.  Suppress. Maybe a couple rocke t s  a long the heavy 
woods i n  t h i s  a r e a  along h e r e  by t h e  r i v e r .  Maybe a couple 

46 

FOq OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-124 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

i n  the middle of the  LZ j u s t  f o r  land  mines and s t u f f ,  be-
cause you might always s e t  a couple o f f  with your rockets .  

Q. M r .  BURTON, is t h e r e  anything e l s e  t h a t  you can 
t e l l  us about t h e  opera t ion ,  anything you might r e c a l l  that 
would a s s i s t  us? 

A.  Not about t h a t  ope ra t ion  I ' m  s t i l l  confusing 
it wi th  t h e  tank opera t ion  which I remember more v i v i d l y .  

9. M r .  BURTON, when is your ETS? 

A.  The 15th of January.  

Q rn Of t h i s  month. 

COL WILSON: M r .  BURTON, d i d  you s e e  any f i r e s  along t h e  
c o a s t a l  a r e a  over by Co Lay ( 2 )  r t h a t  s t r i p  of land  over 
t h e r e  by t h e  South China Sea,  C o  Lay ( 2 )  o r  down t h a t  
coastal. a rea  cn the  I6kh? 

Q On t h e  day of  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  remember any f i r e s  t h e r e .  The a r e a  
r i g h t  t h e r e  by t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep ,  i t ' s  j u s t  b a r r e n  land .  
There had been a B-52 s t r i k e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  a copple years  e a r l i e r  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  . I t ' s  f a i r l y  w e l l  f l a t .  There ' s  n o t  too  many 
i n h a b i t a n t s  u n t i l  you g e t  up around t h i s  p o i n t  n o r t h  of 521, 
nor th  of t h a t .  I d o n ' t  remember any f i r e s  sou th  of the  LZ. 

9. How about e a s t  of t h e  LZ? 

A. No. The sh ips  themselves touched down r i g h t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  graveyard,  r i g h t ?  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Yes, j u s t  by t h a t  graveyard,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

COL WILSON: Did you e v e r  hea r  of  any unnecessary o r  in-
d i sc r imina te  k i l l i n g  over  i n  t h e  Co Lay ( 2 )  a rea?  

A .  Tha t ' s  down f a r t h e r  south .  

Q e  Along t h e  genera l  c o a s t a l  a r e a  t h e r e ,  Co Lay ( 2 ) ,  
Go Lay (1). 
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I .  No, no t  t h a t  I remember. 

Q a 
You never heard of anything l i k e  t h a t .  Had you 

heard of  any unnecessary k i l l i n g  o r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  k i l l i n g  
i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  your depar ture  from Vietnam? 

A .  Not when I ETS'd, I d i d n ' t .  

Q Did you e v e r  have any reason t o  be susp ic ious  
of t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was conducted a t  My Lai ( 4 )  on 16 March 
1968? 

A. No. This whole a r e a  here--we always rece ived  heavy 
f i r e ,  b u t  nothing i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  about t h e  a r e a  a t  a l l .  Even 
f u r t h e r  s o u t h ,  south  of t h e  Song Tra Khuc, t h e  one p a s t  
Quang Ngai, where your naval  s h i p s  used t o  f i r e  i n  t h e r e  a l l  
t h e  t ime. I d o n ' t  remember them shoot ing  around t h e  My Lai 
( 4 )  a rea .  

COL WILSON: I ' d  l i k e  t o  e n t e r  an e x h i b i t .  The e x h i b i t  is 
a memorandum signed by Colonel PATTERSON, s u b j e c t  "Tape 
Recording T r a n s c r i p t s ,  " dated  17 December 1969. Inc losure  1 
is a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  communications passed dur ing  t h e  
morning of  16 March on Task Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ion  i n t o  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  complex from t h e  TOC of Task Force Barker.  

RCDR : That w i l l  be marked as  Exh ib i t  M-20. 

LTC MAHAFFEY: Now M r .  BURTON, this is a w r i t t e n  t r a n s c r i p t  
which has  been recons t ruc ted  from a t ape  made of p o r t i o n s  of 
t h e  t r a f f i c  which passed over  t h e  Task Force Barker command 
on t h e  morning of 1 6  March. I ' d  l i k e  t o  read  a few por t ions  
from t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  i n  hopes t h a t  it w i l l  aga in  maybe f i l l  
you i n  on same of t h e  d e t a i l s .  This f i r s t  t ransmiss ion  is 
from a s t a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  as  Warlord Lead: 

"Warlord Lead: I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  f i r s t  LZ. 
This i s  Warlord lead .  W e ' l l  be o r b i t t i n g  t o  the  
south  of t h e  road. We have a ' d ink '  wi th  a 
weapon we're  g e t t i n g  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

"Shark 6 :  This i s  Shark 6 .  Roger. Understand 
you w i l l  be t o  t h e  south  of t h e  road ,  say again  
t h e  p a r t  about t h e  weapon. 

"Warlord l ead :  Ah.  Roger. We've g o t  a dink wi th  
a weapon down h e r e ,  t h a t  we ' re  g e t t i n g  a t  t h i s  
t ime. I f  you'd s t a y  n o r t h ,  and w e ' l l  s t a y  sou th  
and o u t  of your way." 

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t r ansmiss ion  a t  a l l ?  
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A. No. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  

A. Two o r  t h r e e  occasions w e  had t h e  same t rans - 

miss ions ,  t h e  same nor th  and south  of  t h e  road.  


Q o  On t h a t  day? 

A .  W e l l ,  d i f f e r e n t .  Both t imes be fo re ,  t h e  opera t ions  
i n  February,  a  month be fo re ,  t h e r e  had been t h e  same confusing 
f a c t o r s .  Nobody has any commo and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a hold of t h e  
o t h e r  person-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes. And had t h e  aero-scouts been 

involved i n  t h e  opera t ions  be fo re?  


A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

&. I ' d  l i k e  t o  read  you another  t r ansmiss ion ,  i d e n t i -
f i a d  GS poss ib ly  f~-c;;,d Shark 6 or perhaps Shark 6 Aipha: " A i -
most due sou th  of t h e  LZ. .  .."--now t h i s  is  t a l k i n g  t o  Coyote 6 .  

A. Command a i r c r a f t ?  

eQ Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  Colonel BARKER, i n  t h e  command 

c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t .  


"Almost due south  of t h e  LZ, you w i l l  s e e  some 
whi te  smoke and a l s o  some r e d  smoke. A t  t h i s  
l o c a t i o n  i n  a d i t c h ,  r i g h t  where t h e  r ed  smoke 
is, we've go t  a ' d i n k q  with a weapon, and a 
whole bunch of web gear .  And i n  the  genera l  
l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  white  smoke, we've got  a  couple 
of  ammo boxes and some more s t u f f  t h a t  he threw 
down. The red  smoke i s  r i g h t  on t h e  ' d ink '  and 
t h e  whi te  smoke is r i g h t  on t h e  ammo boxes. So 
i f  you could g e t  somebody down t h e r e  and p o l i c e  
them up. " 

Do you r e c a l l  making t h a t  t ransmiss ion  y o u r s e l f ?  

A. I don t remember t h e  ammo boxes. 

Q. You d o n ' t  remember t h e  ammo boxes. Yes, w e l l ,  you 
s e e  i t  would have made sense.  I f  you wanted t h e  ground t roops  
t o  come down t o  t h e  south t o  p o l i c e  up t h e  weapon, and check 
o u t  t h e  ammo boxes,  and s o  on. I ' d  l i k e  t o  quote another  
t ransmiss ion  which occurred r i g h t  about 0820 i n  t h e  morning 
from Shark 6 Alpha. 

A. T h a t ' s  t h e  second LZ? 
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Q Yes. That was a f t e r  t h e  second LZ. I n  f a c t ,  it 
was--yes, a f t e r  t h e  second LZ f o r  C Company, second i n s e r t i o n .  

A .  You mean Bravo Company. 

Q. No. L e t ' s  go back. I t  was a f t e r  the  second 
i n s e r t i o n  f o r  Char l i e  Company. 

A. Well, you s a i d  t h e  touchdown was about 0815. 

Q. -For  Bravo. 

A. For Bravo? 

Q For Bravo. 

A. So t h e  inser t ion--go  ahead on i n .  I want t o  hear  
t h e  s ta tement .  

Q. The t ransmiss ion  from Shark 6 Alpha t o  Char l t e  6 :  
"Shark 6 Alpha: You s e e  where green smoke dropped 
r i g h t  back t o  t h e  south.  To t h e  sou th  of t h a t  
a long i n  a d i t c h  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  's one w e  j u s t  
zapped i n  t h e r e  a l i t t l e  while  ago. I ' d  l i k e  t h e  
t roops  t o  check him o u t  ." 

A .  This i s  south  of t h e  f i rs t  LZ. I d o n ' t  remember 
popping smoke e i t h e r .  

Q You do n o t  remember popping smoke a t  any t ime 
during t h e  morning? 

A.  The red  smoke, I remember r ed  smoke. 

Q- You remember about t h e  red  smoke, popping i t ?  

A. Seems l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  who f e l l  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ,  we popped smoke on him. 

Q - The f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you engaged? 

A. One was i n  t h e  d i t c h ,  then one--I remember pop-
ping smoke on him. I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  guy. Green smoke? 
You say t h i s  guy i n  a ditch? 

Q May w e l l  have been t h e  same one. Y e s ,  it says  i n  
a d i t c h .  May w e l l  have been t h e  same i n d i v i d u a l .  
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A.  W e l l ,  t h a t  was a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t ,  second LZ. 
Really t h e r e ' s  no-- tha t ' s  a l l  of t h e  t ransmiss ion?  

Q - A t  t h a t  po in t .  

A .  Is t h e r e  any more on t h e  same person,  the  s a m e  
morning? 

Q e  F i r s t  s f  a l l ,  you do n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  t ransmiss ion  
i t s e l f ?  

A. W e l l ,  I can vaguely remember c a l l i n g  t h e  ground 
t roops  t o  come down and check o u t  a  body. I d o n ' t  remember 
ammo cans--you know t h a t  we d e f i n i t e l y  s 'aid ammo cans,  because 
probably,  u s u a l l y ,  t h e  AC always has t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r ,  and I 
might have been t a l k i n g  t o  the  crew c h i e f ,  o r  t h e  gunner, o r  
something, I d o n ' t  know. I ' d  remember hear ing  t h e  ammo cans 
though. 

Q But you do remember dropping smoke a t  l e a s t  once? 

A. Red o r  v i o l e t .  

Q. Red o r  v i o l e t  on t h e  one i n d i v i d u a l  i n  the  d i t c h  
t o  t h e  south? 

A. Right.  He was i n j u r e d .  

Q Had you s h o t  him, o r  d i d  you j u s t  f i r s t  s ee  him 
l y i n g  i n  a d i t c h ,  o r  what? 

A. W e l l ,  I think t h a t  was the i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  ran .  
He ran  from t h e  road t o  t h e  d i t c h .  

When you f i r s t  g o t  i n  t h e  a rea?  

A. Right.  

Q. So he would have been t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  you en-
gaged? 

A. Right. That would have been an hour l a t e r  on t h e  
second i n d i v i d u a l .  By t h a t  time s u r e l y  t h e  C Troop would 
have been down t o  t h e  a rea  where we had been t o  be fo re  and 
checked t h a t  a r e a  o u t .  At 0820? 

Q. Thereabouts. 
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A .  Is t h e r e  any t r ansmiss ion  about going i n t o  t h e  
second LZ a t  a l l ?  

Q *  No. 

A. Could t h i s  be b e f o r e  t h e  second LZ? 

(2 It might have been, yes.  It might have been. 
Again t h e  t i m e s  i n  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  which you can a p p r e c i a t e  
a r e  approximate, it might w e l l  have been be fo re  Bravo Com-
pany went i n t o  t h e  second LZ. Bravo Company went i n  a t  0815 
w i t h  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  l i f t ,  0815, 0817. This might have happened 
j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  t h i s  l a s t  t ransmiss ion .  

A. He might have popped, t h e  smoke, and then  i t  t a k e s  
a whi l e  f o r  smoke t o  r e a c t .  It d o e s n ' t  t a k e  3 o r  4 minutes 
though. Usually pick up t h e  s l i c k s  on a 3 o r  4 minute f i n a l .  

Q Three o r  f o u r  minute f i n a l .  That would have meant 
t h a t  you picked them up about 1 2  o r  13 minutes a f t e r  0800 t o  
e s c o r t  them i n  t o  t h e  second LZ. This may very w e l l  have hap-
pened j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e .  

P' 
A. There 's  no t r a n s a c t i o n  about ground t roops  t a l k i n g  C-
t o  t h e  s l i c k s  o r  any conversa t ion  a t  t h e  second LZ a t  t h e  C 2 
same time? 

No. The problem i s  a t  t h e  TOC, where t h e  t ape  w a s  C eQ. 
made, i t  was no t  p ick ing  up t h e  ground t roops  t ransmiss ion .  It 
was p icking  up your t r ansmiss ion ,  of course ,  loud and c l e a r ,  
because you were a i r b o r n e ,  b u t  i t  does g i v e  us a p i c t u r e  of 
t h e  t i m e s  and t h e  k inds  of a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w e r e  going on i n  
t h a t  a rea .  And t h e  t ime was somewhat inaccura te .  

A .  rq-- LL, ere any act ior :  a f t r r  t h a t  tl-me a t  a l l  t h a t  
was mentioned? 

Q- Yes, a t ransmiss ion  from Shark 6 ,  we th ink :  

"Shark 6 : These two people w e  k i l l e d  wi th  t h e  
weapons and t h e  web gea r  over h e r e  j u s t  n o r t h e a s t  
of t h e  LZ. W e  popped smoke on them a while  ago, 
and your people were w i t h i n  100 meters  o f  it. 
Now they  l e f t  t h e  a r e a  and a r e  going i n  t h e  o t h e r  
d i r e c t i o n .  Do you want us t o  drop down t h e r e  and 
pick up this s t u f f ?  They might drag  t h e s e  people 
o f f  i f  you d o n ' t  h e l p  them. We've g o t  whi te  smoke 
burning on it r i g h t  now. I f  you can look over 
h e r e  where we  a r e  c i r c l i n g ,  y o u ' l l  see whi te  smoke." 
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A.  I t h i n k  I remember t h a t  t ransmiss ion  vaguely, 
because I remember t h e  problem. They wouldn ' t  go r i g h t  t o  
t h e  bodies .  

Q Where d i d  t h a t  occur? 

A. Northeast  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  I guess t h e  day a f t e r .  

Q. I n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  he re?  

A. Somewhere, t h e  second s h i p  would probably be up 
about 500, 800 f e e t .  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y .  

Q. The next  t ransmission then  is  from Shark 6 Alpha: 

"This i s  Shark 6 Alpha. We g o t  yellow smoke on 
t h e  bunker down t h e r e  where t h a t  ' d ink '  is a t .  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  he might n o t  be your boy. He is decor-
a t e d ,  RVN r ed  s c a r f  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  on from 
what I can s e e  of him." 

Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  t ransmission? 

A .  No. Any o t h e r  t ransmiss ions  t h e r e  from 6 ?  You 
c a n ' t  hear--the ground t roops  d o n ' t  g ive  an answer a t  a l l ?  
This i s  a l l  on Fox-Mike. We were t a l k i n g  on Fox-Mike then.  
We usua l ly  t a l k  on UHF o r  VHF. 

Q. Not with t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  you wouldn ' t  
n e c e s s a r i l l y  t a l k  on Fox-Mike. O r  i f  you were t a l k i n g  t o  
Coyote 6 on t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  comand n e t ,  t h a t  would a l s o  be 
on Fox-Mike. 

A. That bunker might have-been down h e r e ,  t h e  o t h e r  
one we found h i d i n g  o r  something. I remember t h i s  a r e a ,  bu t  
I don't--very, very vaguely remember t h e  south a rea .  

COL WILSON: You were po in t ing  t o  t h e  sou th  a r e a  around 521 
as t h e  a r e a  you remember, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(Witness nodded h i s  head.)  

LTC MAHAFFEY: Do you r e c a l l  p l ac ing  any rocke t  s t r i k e s  along 
o r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Highway 5 2 1  a t  any time dur ing  t h e  
morning? 
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A.  Not r o c k e t s ,  I don' t be l i eve .  

a .  Do you r e c a l l  any minigun rounds along Highway 
521 during t h e  course of t h e  morning's opera t ion?  

A .  No. 

Q .  Do you r e c a l l  doorgunner f i r e ?  

A .  Yes, doorgunner. T h a t ' s  t h e  e a s i e s t  t h e r e  is t o  
f i r e .  A l l  t h e  r e s t  of  your systems a r e  cold.  

&. Upon what occasions? 

A. I f  you s p o t  somebody running of-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Yes, b u t  I mean i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n s t a n c e  i f  t h e  doorgunner d i d  a l l  t h e  f i r i n g  down i n  t h a t  
a r e a ,  d i d  he f i r e  only on t h e  one occasion when you saw t h e  
one i n d i v i d u a l  evading, o r  would you f i r e  a t  a d d i t i o n a l  
personnel evading, o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t a r g e t s ?  

A. It seems l i k e  t h e . f i r s t  indiv idual - - th is  t ime o r  
t h e  time b e f o r e ,  t h e r e  was a  weapon on the road ,  a long t h e  
road. He s t a r t e d  running,  and t h e  doorgun g o t  90  degrees t o  
him and g o t  him. And t h e  one evading,  we j u s t  chased him i n  
t h e  bushes w i t h  machinegun--or n o t  machinegun f i r e ,  o r  a 
couple times-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Were both of those i n d i v i d u a l s  south 
o f  t h e  road o r  on t h e  road? 

A. Seems t o  me they were--

6.  ( In te rpos ing)  E i t h e r  on o r  south  of t h e  road? 

A. You have no p i c t u r e s  of t h a t  road o r  d i t c h  down 
sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

These colored photographs a r e  a t  t h e  time of the 
opera t ion ,  r i g h t .  

Q - T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  
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COL WILSON: This photograph i s  a r e c e n t  photograph, and I 
wouldn ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a c k  marks i n  t h e r e .  This 
photograph is Exh ib i t  P-4 5. 

(Witness i s  o r i e n t e d  on Exh ib i t  P-45.) 

LTC MAHAFFEY: For t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  our  information 
i s  t h a t  one of t h e  o t h e r  r i f l e  companies, which had been 
placed i n  b locking  p o s i t i o n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  secured t h e  b r idges  
which crossed  t h e  Diem Diem River i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of My Lai 
( 3 )  and t h e  o t h e r  br idge  which c rosses  t h a t  same r i v e r  f u r t h e r  
t o  t h e  southwest j u s t  nor th  of  My Lai  ( 5 ) .  

A. My Lai (5)  i s n ' t  a  very l a r g e  v i l l a g e  is i t ?  

COL WILSON:  Doesn 't appear t o  be .  

LTC MAHAFFEY: My Lai  ( 5 )  as  f a r  as  w e  can r e c o n s t r u c t  is  
composed of two subhamlets,  two small  subhamlets.  

A. Now t h i s  br idge  h e r e  is not--the b r idge  j u s t  
nor th  of My Lai  ( 4 )  i s  r i g h t  h e r e  on t h i s  road h e r e ,  r i g h t ?  

Q. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  What s i g n i f i c a n c e  does t h a t  
b r idge  have? 

A. None. 

COL WILSON: Does t h i s  photograph h e l p  any on t h e  a r e a  south  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. J u s t  t h a t  it pinpoin ted  t h e  dra inage  d i t c h  a  
l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  south of t h e  road. 

LTC MAHAFFEY : M r .  BURTON, who would have been t h e  gunner 
f o r  any rocket  runs o r  minigun runs t h a t  you made t h a t  
day? Would it have been you o r  t h e  c o p l i o t ?  

A. Well, I was c o p i l o t .  
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You were t h e  c o p i l o t  t h a t  day? 

A .  Right.  Usually DOERSAM flew r o c k e t s ,  and I 
would f l y  minigun. 

Q .You would have been handling t h e  minigun? 

A. Minigun system. 

Q* And M r .  DOERSAM t h e  rockets.? 

A. Probably. 

Q I see .  Can you, from what w e  have d iscussed  and 
what we have gi.ven you s o  f a r ,  r e c o l l e c t  anything f u r t h e r  
concerning the operati .on,  t h e  manner i n  wh.ich it was conducted, 
and any p a r t  t h a t  you o r  your s h i p  may have played i n  t h e  opera-
t i o n ?  

A. No. Even t h e  ex t rac t ion- - th i s  man down on t h e  
road on e i t h e r  t h i s  opera t ion  o r  t h e  opera t ion  before .  The 
bunkers h e ' s  t a l k i n g  about ,  I have no i d e a  where t h e  bunker 
i s .  

Q Yes, w e l l ,  we w i l l  check t o  determine a s  c l o s e l y  
a s  we can whether you were, i n  f a c t ,  scrambled on a r e a c t i o n  
mission i n  support  of Task Force Barker l a t e r  t h a t  day, on t h e  
16th ,  o r  perhaps on t h e  17 th .  We' l l  a l s o  check t o  see  i f  any 
of your gunships would have had occasion t o  pass  over t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of My Lai  ( 4 )  on t h e  18th  as  p a r t  of t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  
of a C Company element. 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  t h e  11th  Brigade would be handl ing our  
scramble missions.  So does t h e  l l t h  Brigade maintain a  
record of a l l  missions.  

Q They maintain an opera t ions  journal  and a TOC 
log. We' l l  c e r t a i n l y  t ake  a look a t  t h a t  a s  p a r t  of t h e  
examination t o  determine what a d d i t i o n a l  employment o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  use they may have made of you dur ing  t h e  course 
of t h i s  opera t ion .  

A. Because every mission was given t o  us--you g o t  
coordina tes ,  and our frequency from a base number, and who 
t o  con tac t .  
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Q You u s u a l l y  s e t t l e  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  a c t i o n  
a f t e r  you've con tac t ed  t h a t  ground s t a t i o n ?  

A. Right .  

Q Y e s .  

A .  Depending on them, where a c t i o n s  would be. Every 
opera t ion- - in  fac t  ou r  o p e r a t i o n  o f f i c e r  would have a--the 
tower--have you e v e r  con tac t ed  t h e  tower a t  Duc Pho about 
t a k e o f f  t imes?  Because y o u ' r e  c o n t a c t i n g  t h e  tower every  
t i m e  you t a k e  o f f ,  make VHF communication wi th  t h e  tower 
on t a k e  o f f  and landing .  

COL WILSON: M r .  BURTON, tomorrow I ' d  l i k e  you t o  come i n  
and c o n t a c t  Colonel  MAHAFFEY t o  p rov ide  you w i t h  a  t a p e ,  
t h e  same t a p e .  Contact  Colonel  PATTERSON, who w i l l  
p rov ide  you w i t h  a t a p e ,  p o r t i o n s  of which had been read  
du r ing  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  I ask you t o  i d e n t i f y  any p o r t i o n  of 
t h a t  t a p e  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  i f  you can ,  and ask  f o r  any comments 
you may have on t h a t  t a p e .  

You a r e  excused from t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

I want t o  remind you t h a t  you a r e  ordered--and 
I want t o  emphasize t h a t  you a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your 
tes t imony w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  d u t y ,  
o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  
i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  

- -

case  of Uni ted S t a t e s  v .  C a l l e y ,  your  appearance h e r e  i n  no 
way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  and e f f e c t  of t h a t  o r d e r .  

A. Pardon,  s i r ?  

Q You a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h a t  c a s e ,  I ' m  s u r e ,  
because you h a v e n ' t  been n o t i f i e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge,  
b u t  i f  you a r e ,  your appearance h e r e  h a s  no th ing  t o  do 
w i t h  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge. Now when I use  t h e  
terms competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
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body, I'm r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  cour t -mar t ia l  o r  a  congress ional  
committee be fo re  which you may be c a l l e d .  This ,  of course,  
i s  an admin i s t r a t ive  body. You could be c a l l e d  f o r  a 
cour t -mar t ia l .  You could be c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  House Armed 
Services  Committee, i n  which case t h i s  o rde r  about d iscuss-  
i n g  testimony does n o t  hold .  The o rde r  f o r  you n o t  t o  d i scuss  
testimony does n o t  hold  i n  t h e  cases  of a cour t -mar t i a l ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body, o r  o f  a  s i m i l i a r  admin i s t r a t ive  body such 
a s  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This o rde r  i s  p r i m a r i l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  
t h e  p ress  and f o r  o t h e r  wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  case .  

A. Is t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  an admin i s t r a t ive  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ion?  

Q. Right. Do you have any ques t ions  on t h a t ?  

A. No. I might be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  voices  on 
t h e  t ape  o r  something. 

Q - Anything you can p o i n t  o u t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  
t a p e  we would apprec ia te .  

The hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1857 hours ,  9 January 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: COONEY, James T .  1LT 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 9 January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: A i r c r a f t  Commander on 
Colonel  HENDERSON'S command and c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r .  

1. ASSAULT ON MY LAI. 

a .  Beginninq of t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

COONEY d i d  n o t  remember much about  t h e  miss ion  
on 16 March because he  q u i t e  o f t e n  f lew i n  t h e  My La i  a r e a  
(pg. 4 ) .  However, he  d i d  r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  i n  which he  
e n t e r e d  t h e  r e g i o n  v i a  t h e  c o a s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  a r t i l l e r y  
c l e a r a n c e  (pg. 5)  . On t h i s  occas ion  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
perhaps Sergean t  Major WALSH, and perhaps Sergean t  E-5 
ADCOCK w e r e  aboard (pgs.  17 ,  2 2 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  who 
h i s  c o - p i l o t s  o r  doorgunners were o r  i f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
commander was aboard (pgs .  7 ,  1 4 ,  17) . On t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  
they  s p o t t e d  bod ies  wi th  what they  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  m i l i t a r y  
equipment,  perhaps weapons (pg. 5 ) .  COONEY d i r e c t e d  t h e  
gunships and s c o u t  h e l i c o p t e r s  t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n .  H e  d i d  
n o t  see t h e  gunships f i r i n g  (pg.  6 ) .  COONEY d i d  n o t  s e e  
any bod ies  n e a r  t h e  road o r  r i c e  padd ies ,  b u t  he  g o t  no 
lower t h a n  500 f e e t  and a t  t h i s  a l t i t u d e  he f lew a t  g r e a t  
speed (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  have t h e  power t o  hover  (pg. 6 ) .  
H e  saw gunships f l y i n g  q u i t e  low near  H i l l  85, perhaps 
marking w i t h  smoke what was p o s s i b l y  m i l i t a r y  equipment 
(pg. 1 4 ) .  A t  one t i m e  he  hea rd  something concerning 
mor tar  rounds n e a r  an o l d  French o u t p o s t  a t o p  H i l l  85, 
b u t  he  d i d  n o t  remember i f  t h i s  was on t h e  same day 
(pg. 1 6 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no o r d e r  t r a n s m i t t e d  by HENDERSON 
t o  t h e  ground t r o o p s  (pg. 2 0 ) ,  b u t  he u s u a l l y  d i d  n o t  pay 
much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r a d i o  because he had t o  concern 
h imsel f  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  i n  h i s  v i c i n i t y  (pg. 1 5 ) .  
COONEY d i d  n o t  normally speak t o  t h e  people  on t h e  ground 
when HENDERSON was aboard f o r  he was a f r a i d  i t  would cause  

(COONEY) 1 SUM APP T-121 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

confusion (pg. 7 ) .  H e  r e c o l l e c t e d  one t ransmiss ion ,  however, 
which had t o  do with  women and ch i ld ren  migrat ing o u t  of 
My Lai (pg. 9 ) .  He saw a l a r g e  number of people moving 
toward Quang Ngai (pg. 5 ) .  Among those  leav ing  were s e v e r a l  
mil i tary-age males whom he picked up, flew back t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  
and turned over t o  t h e  MP ' s  (pgs . 5 ,  6 ,  8)  . They probably 
saw B Company's i n s e r t i o n ,  bu t  COONEY d i d  no t  remember it 
(pgs. 7 ,  1 4 )  

b. Return t r i p s  t o  t h e  My Lai a r ea .  

(1) Morning. 

They remained a s h o r t  while a t  LZ Do t t i e ,  
re fue led  a t  Chu Lai  o r  Duc Pho, and re turned  t o  t h e  con tac t  
a r ea  (pg. 8 ) .  When they re turned t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  hootches 
burning,  poss ib ly  r i c e  s t o r e s  (pg. 9 ) .  However, t h e r e  was no t  
enough smoke t o  obscure v i s ion  (pg. 9 ) .  

( 2 ) Afternoon . ,.. 

From the  contac t  a r ea  they flew t o  Quang Ngai 
and then t o  Duc Pho t o  pick-up a VIP (pgs. 8 ,  1 0 ) .  They re - LC' 
turned t o  t h e  My Lai a r ea  i n  t he  af ternoon (pg. 1 0 ) .  He d i d  
no t  remember see ing  any bodies on the  ground (pg. 1 0 ) .  

c .  HENDERSON i s  landed next  t o  ground t roops .  

COONEY remembered pu t t i ng  HENDERSON on t h e  ground 
with  C/1/20 i n  t he  genera l  v i c i n i t y  southwest of My Lai 
p g  1 .  H e  r e c a l l e d  no r a d i o  t ransmiss ions  preceding 
t h i s  (pg. 2 1 ) .  This was one of  t he  few times HENDERSON 
went on the  ground with  a u n i t  t h a t  was moving (pg. 11). 
COONEY took o f f  immediately s o  a s  no t  t o  be a t a r g e t  (pg.12) .  
He d i d  no t  remember how long HENDERSON was on t h e  ground 
(pg. 12) . 
2 .  INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

COONEY was never questioned about t he  My Lai ope ra t ion ,  
nor d i d  he know t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was being conducted 
(pg. 1 8 ) .  He heard nothing wi th in  t h e  174th Aviation Company 
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  however, he d i d  no t  mingle t oo  much 
with t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  (pg. 1 9 ) .  He d i d  no t  r e c a l l  eve r  
speaking t o  THOMPSON, and heard nothing about an aero-scout 
p i l o t  complaining t o  t h e  commander of Task Force Barker 
(pg. 21) .  H e  had no reason t o  suspec t  t h a t  anything unusual 
took p lace  t h a t  day (pg. 1 9 )  . 
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3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. COONEY d i d  n o t  know G U I N N ,  GAVIN o r  RODRIGUEZ 

(pgs.  19 ,  2 0 ) .  


b .  H e  d i d  n o t  recal l  any p a r t i c u l a r  gunship p i l o t  who 
f lew t h a t  day (pg. 19)  . 

c. HENDERSON u s u a l l y  v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  base  camps every  
day (pg. 11). 

d. P r i o r  t o  coming be fo r e  t h e  committee COONEY spoke 
wi th  Sergean t  F i r s t  Class  GROSS who was Opera t ions  Sergeant  
a t  t h e  TOC of  t h e  11 th  Brigade on 16 March (pgs.  4 ,  1 2 ) .  
Ne i the r  was a b l e  t o  supply t k o t h e r  wi th  any in fo rmat ion  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs. 4 ,  1 2 ) .  
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1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1400 hour s ,  9 January 

10: T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : 
MACCRATE, 

The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  
LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

LTG PEERS, MR 

COONEY. 
S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  L ieu tenan t  James T .  

(1LT COONEY w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  w a s  sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

RCljR : L i e u t e n a n t  COONEY, w i l l  you s t a t e  your  f u l l  name, 
g rade ,  b ranch  of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A .  James Thomas COONEY , f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
Armor, O f f i c e r  S tuden t  B a t t a l i o n ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army Primary 
H e l i c o p t e r  School ,  F o r t  Wol te rs ,  Texas. 

10: L ieu tenan t  COONEY, b e f o r e  w e  s t a r t  w i t h  any ques- 
t i o n i n g ,  I have a few t h i n g s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  in form you about .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Army and a l s o  by t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  Army, t o  
de te rmine  t h e  f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  sur rounding  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March-1968. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  w e  were given t h e  
t a s k  of de te rmin ing  t h e  adequacy of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which 
may have taken  p l a c e  i n  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  and a l s o  t o  
de te rmine  i f  t h e  reviews of such an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  have been 
s u f f i c i e n t .  

The second t a s k  w e  were g iven  was t o  determine 
i f  t h e r e  had been any a t t e m p t  on t h e  p a r t  of anybody who may 
have been connected wi th  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  cover  up o r  t o  sup- 
p r e s s  i n fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  t o  determine a l l  t h e  
f a c t s  and c i rcumstances  sur rounding  t h e  I4y Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  
b u t  on ly  as it p e r t a i n s  t o  t h o s e  two m a t t e r s  which I have 
j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  
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Q You should know t h a t  I ' v e  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and 
have reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i -
c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h i s  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, t h i s  w i l l  be the  f i r s t  time t h a t  you have given 
any testimony i n  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning the  My Lai i n c i -
dent .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  Yes , sir .  

Q Your testimony t h i s  a f te rnoon w i l l  be taken un&er 
oath;  a verba'tim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a  t a p e  recording  i s  being made t o  supplement t h e  verbatim 
notes  which a r e  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony, o r  
p a r t s  of it, may, a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

Now i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself, t h e r e  a r e  some o t h e r  
people s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  t a b l e .  On my l e f t  s i d e  i s  M r .  Robert 
MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE, a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  Sec re ta ry  
of t h e  Army, has volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  s e r v e  as a l e g a l  
counsel f o r  me and t o  a s s i s t ,  guide,  and -he lp  me i n  any 
way t h a t  he may. He, too ,  may address ques t ions  t o  you. 

On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel PATTERSON, who has been 
designated by t h e  Army from t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f  
a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  me, and he ,  l ikewise ,  may address  ques t ions  
t o  you. 

However, i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I have t h e  res- I)r 

p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing a l l  t h e  evidence and making t h e  f i n a l  
recommendations. 

You a r e  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your tes.Limony 
i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  
duty,  o r  i f  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  before  a competent 
j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  body. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
you a r e  caut ioned t h a t  i f  you a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  
by the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  case  of United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal iey ,  t h a t  your appearance h e r e  i n  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  the  e f f e c t  
of t h a t  o rde r .  
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To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, you have n o t  been 
con tac t ed  i n  any r e g a r d  w i t h  t h i s  l a t t e r  case?  

A. No; sir.  

Q Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  t o  a sk  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. L i e u t e n a n t  COONEY', what w a s  your  duty  assignment 
on 16 March 1968? 

A.  . On t h e  1 6 t h  of  March, s i r ,  I was a s s igned  t o  f l y  
t h e  commander of t h e  1 1 t h  Br igade ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  Colonel  
HENDERSON, a s  the a i r c r a f t  commander on h i s  C&C s h i p ,  t h e  
command and c o n t r o l  a i r c r a f t .  

Q. What u n i t  were you a s s igned  t o ?  

A. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  174 th  Av ia t ion  company. 

Q And how long had you been a s s igned  t o  t h e  174th? 

A. I w a s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  174th f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  of my 
t o u r  i n  Vietnam. 

Q When d i d  you a r r i v e ?  And when d i d  you d e p a r t ?  

A. I l e f t  C a l i f o r n i a  t h e  1 2 t h  of J u l y  1967 and w a s  
s h u f f l e d  around through v a r i o u s  u n i t s  f o r  about 2 weeks 
b e f o r e  be ing  a s s igned  t o  t h e  174 th .  I depa r t ed  t h e  174th on 
12 J u l y  1968. 

Q - And how long had you been t h e  command p i l o t  f o r  
t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade? 

A. On March 1 6 t h  I had been t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander 
f o r  approximately  1 month. I had t aken  over  t h e  d u t i e s  on 
o r  about  t h e  1 4 t h  of  February.  

Q You had flown f o r  General  LIPSCOMB then  t h e  month 
b e f o r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q And d i d  you remai.n t h e  command p i l o t  f o r  t h e  rest 
of  your s t a y ?  

A.  No, sir.  Approximately t h e  las t  month i n  t h e  
count ry ,  w e  t u rned  eve;-the a i r c r a f t  and t h e  d u t i e s  t o  t h e  
a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n  of t h e  b r i g a d e ,  and I r e t u r n e d  t o  d u t i e s  
as a l i f t  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  w i t h  t h e  company. 

Q A f t e r  t h e  news of t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  became 
a  m a t t e r  of p u b l i c  knowledge through t h e  medium o f  tele-
v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  newspapers, and s o  f o r t h  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  
of September o r  October ,  have you had any conve r sa t ions  
wi th  anybody connected w i t h  t h e  u n i t ,  your  a v i a t i o n  company, 
a v i a t i o n  b a t t a l i o n ,  pe r sonne l  of  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  o r  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  While I w a s  a t  t h e  b a s i c  o f f i c e r s  
course  a t  F o r t  Knox i n  August and September of  1969, I 
came a c r o s s  one o f  t h e  N C O ' s  who worked a t  t h e  b r i g a d e  
o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r ,  and we j u s t  mentioned it b r i e f l y - - i f  
w e  remembered it. That was it. W e  j u s t  met each o t h e r  
a t  t h e  snack  b a r  f o r  a few minutes ,  and t h e r e  was no 
real deep d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  m a t t e r .  J u s t  a q u e s t i o n  o f ,  
"Well, do you remember where it was a t ? "  That  w a s  j u s t  
about t h e  e x t e n t  of  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  of it. Other  t h a n  
t h a t ,  I r e a l l y  had no c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  members of  my 
u n i t  o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON i n t o  
t h e  area of My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 

A. A s  t o  e x a c t l y  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  no, s i r .  I would 
imagine t h a t  probably o u t  of  7 days of  t h e  week, w e  , 

were probably i n  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  a t  l e a s t  5 days a week, 
maybe, perhaps ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t imes  a day. A s  t o  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  day,  no, s i r ,  I c o u l d n ' t  r e c a l l  p a r t i c u l a r s .  

? *  Well,  l e t  m e  go over  've ry  b r i e f l y  f o r  you some 
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  and t h e  t iming ,  and s o  on which, perhaps ,  
may r e f r e s h  your  memory. 

A .  y e s ,  sir. 

Q The in fo rma t ion  we have was t h a t  on t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n ,  t h e  l and ing  o r  combat a s s a u l t  took p l a c e  about  
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0730 i n  t h e  morning of t h e  16th.  You were a l i t t l e  l a t e  i n  
a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  a rea .  You had flown up t h e  coas t  and came 
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  genera l ly  from t h e  e a s t  a f t e r  f l y i n g  over t h e  
~ i n k v i l l earea .  And i n  t h i s  a r e a  genera l ly  t o  the nor th ,  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-1) t h e r e  were some bodies  ly ing  
on t h e  ground. And you were supposed t o  c i r c l e  t h i s  a r e a  
f o r  some time. Colonel HENDERSON gave t h e  necessary d i rec -  
t i o n  t o  move people ou t  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and f o r  t h e  u n i t  opera- 
t i n g  t h e r e  t o  pick up these  weapons. Now does t h a t  come back 
t o  mind? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember one p a r t i c u l a r  operation-- 
t h a t  was t h e  normal access  r o u t e  i n t o  t h i s  a rea  anyway. I t  
gave us time t o  g e t  a r t i l l e r y  c learance  i n  t h e r e  by f l y i n g  
along t h e  coas t .  I remember one p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  where 
we d i d  supervise  t h i s  s o r t  of evacuat ion ,  you might say,  of 
a p a r t i c u l a r  a rea .  Scout a i r c r a f t  from t h e  123d were help- 
ing  us .  Our gunships were i n  t h e  a r e a ,  I b e l i e v e .  And I 
remember us s p o t t i n g  some bodies and what we thought from 
t h e  a l t i t u d e  we were a t  t o  be m i l i t a r y  gear  of some s o r t ,  
poss ib ly  weapons, e t c . ,  on t h e  ground. I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  same 
day, it was q u i t e  a  mass migra t ion ,  and t h e  scou t  b i r d s  
were q u i t e  busy checking people o u t  and checking out  th ings  
they were ca r ry ing ,  e t c .  

Q e  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  a r e a  nor th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
where--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, s i r ,  I remember t h e  colonel  
s p o t t i n g  what he thought were bodies  on t h e  ground, and I 
remember d i r e c t i n g  gunships and one of t h e  scout  b i r d s  i n t o  
t h e  area .  A s  t o  what they found, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  south  h e r e  and see ing  people 
moving along t h e  highway down toward Quang Ngai? 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  q u i t e  a  l a r g e  number of people were 
leaving  the  a r e a .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  a l s o  s p o t t i n g  a  couple of people 
b,reaking away from t h e  body of people moving along t h e  high- 
way and dropping down t o  pick them up? 

A. Yes, sir.  Yes, s i r ,  I do. I remember spot t ing--  
t h e  exac t  number I ' m  n o t  s u r e  now, s i r - - s p o t t i n g  s e v e r a l  t h a t  
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s t a r t e d  t o  l eave  t h e  a r e a ,  and appeared t o  be poss ib ly  m i l i -
tary-age males. The scou t  b i r d s  were busy t o  t h e  nor th  of 
the  v i l l a g e  and around t h e  v i l l a g e  scout ing  f o r  t h e  t roops  
on t h e  ground. And Colonel HENDERSON asked i f  I thought 
we could go i n  and pick them up and be a b l e  t o  c a r r y  them 
back t o ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken, I b e l i e v e  it was LZ Dot t i e  
f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  And we d i d  land ,  picked up two o r  t h r e e  
young, mi l i ta ry-age  males and, I be l i eve ,  took them back 
t o  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q. Now when you were doing a l l  t h a t  around t h e r e ,  
d i d  you s e e  any o t h e r  l a r g e  numbers of people t h a t  had been 
k i l l e d ?  O r  d i d  you s e e  any people t h a t  had been k i l l e d  ly-
ing  on t h e  road o r  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddies around? 

A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I d i d ,  s i r .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  s ee ing  any bodies  along the  road--well, anywhere 
i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q You must--if you were c i r c l i n g  these  couple of 
e i t h e r  wounded o r  dead VC up n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  you must 
have been p r e t t y  low, weren ' t  you? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I attempted--and Colonel HENDERSON 
understood my p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  we had t o  s t a y  high enough t o  
t r y  t o  s t a y  out  of range of t h e  small  arms f i r e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
be f a i r l y  s a f e  from t h a t .  On occasions when t h e  scou t  b i r d s  
were t i e d  up, we d i d  on occasions make low--I say low, no 
lower than 500 f e e t .  With a heavy a i r c r a f t  i n  those tem-
p e r a t u r e s ,  500 f e e t  would have given you j u s t  b a r e l y  enough 
t o  make a s a f e  landing ,  should something happen. I would 
say we made a few--how many I c o u l d n ' t  s ay ,  sir--low, 
high-speed runs t o  check out  these  i n d i v i d u a l s .  With t h e  
number of personnel  I c a r r i e d  on board,  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have 
t h e  power t o  j u s t  hover around t r e e t o p s  j u s t  looking a t  
every l i t t l e  t h i n g  t h a t  ~moved. 

Q Did you s e e  any gunships f i r i n g  along t h e  road 
t o  t h e  south of t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  f i r i n g  anyplace south of 
the  v i l l a g e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any gunships f i r i n g .  No, sir. 
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Q Did you leave  this a r e a  a t  a l l  t o  s e e  t h e  landing
of Bravo Company f u r t h e i  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h i s  genera l  a r e a  
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  M A P - l ) ,  b u t  south  of t h e  a r e a  of My 
Lai  (1), o r  what you probably knew as  P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. I n  most l i k e l i h o o d ,  we probably d i d ,  s ir .  Colonel 
HENDERSON l i k e d  t o  s t a y  on t o p  of t h e  i n s e r t i o n s .  And, i f  
t h e r e  w a s  a u n i t  be ing  i n s e r t e d ,  w e l l ,  more than  l i k e l y  we 

' d i d  break away from th . i s  a r e a  and d i d  go o u t  t o  observe t h e  
i n s e r t i o n  of Bravo Company. 

Q - Did you have any d i r e c t  communication wi th  t h e  
u n i t  on t h e  ground? 

A. A s  f a r  as j u s t  myself was concerned? 

Q 0 Yes. 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s i r ,  although I could monitor 
t h e  ground s i t u a t i o n ,  which I d id ,  s o  t h a t  I could usua l ly  
keep Colonel HENDERSON where he might want t o  be.  While he 
was busy t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o ,  he c o u l d n ' t  always g ive  me 
commands. I very seldom, i f  e v e r ,  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people on t h e  
ground i f  Colonel HENDERSON was on board. I f e l t  t h a t  my 
i n t e r f e r i n g  j u s t  might cause confusion. I monitored o t h e r  
a i r c r a f t ,  e t c .  But a s  f a r  a s  t a l k i n g  t o  people on the  ground, 
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t a l k i n g  t o  them. 

Q 9 You had intercom wi th  your c o p i l o t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  . 

Q. Were you t h e  command p i l o t  t h a t  day? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q And who was f l y i n g  wi th  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  When Major KRAUS contacted 
me l a s t  week, he asked me a t  t h a t  time i f  I might know who 
it was. I had a d i f f e r e n t  c o p i l o t  every day. I was the  only 
one, except  f o r  my crew, t h e  e n l i s t e d  crew, t h a t  s t ayed  on t h e  
a i r c r a f t  with t h e  mission every day. But c o p i l o t s ,  o r  t h e  
p i l o t s ,  were r o t a t e d  on a  d a i l y  b a s i s .  I t  could have been 
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one of any nurnher of people. I narrowed it down t o  poss ib ly  
two, e i t h e r  a M r .  CARTER, Warrant O f f i c e r  CARTER, o r  a Warrant 
O f f i c e r  LEPKE. Warrant O f f i c e r  CARTER was k i l l e d  i n  the  a i r -
c r a f t  acc iden t  involv ing  Colonel BARKER about a month o r  s o  
l a t e r .  Those two flew w i t h  me t h e  most of any of them, and 
those  were t h e  only two I could r e c a l l  by n m ~ e .  

Q. A f t e r  you l e f t - - l e t  me rephrase t h a t - - a f t e r  you 
picked up t h e s e  two VC suspec t s ,  what d i d  you do then? 

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  we took them s t r a i g h t  back t o  
LZ Dot t ie  and turned  them over ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  t h e  MP1s 
loca ted  t h e r e .  And poss ib ly ,  i f  we were low on f u e l ,  we 
might have gone i n  t o  Chu La i ,  o r  back t o  Duc Pho t o  r e f u e l ,  
and then r i g h t  back o u t  t o  t h e  con tac t  a r e a  again.  

Q Could you r e f u e l  a t  LZ Dott ie?  

A. No, s ir .  W e  had t r i e d  t o  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t r i e d  t o  
s e t  up r e f u e l i n g ,  b u t  we had t r o u b l e  with f u e l  contamination-. 
And al though we d i d  have ammunition, e t c . ,  l a i d  on f o r  t h e  
gunships and machinegun, we had t o  go e i t h e r  t o  Chu Lai  o r  
Duc Pho t o  r e f u e l .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  us ever  being a b l e  t o  
r e f u e l  a t  LZ Dot t i e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  how long you s tayed a t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. NO,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q D o  you know what you d i d  next?  

A. No, s ir .  A s  I say,  we might have e i t h e r  r e f u e l e d  
o r  gone r i g h t  back o u t  t o  the--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  spending any 
amount of time on t h e  ground a t  Dot t i e .  I n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  
I would say we probably re tu rned  t o  the  con tac t  a rea .  

Q The information t h a t  I have would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
you genera l ly  d i d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  con tac t  a rea  l a t e r  on i n  t h e  
morning, and from t h e r e  flew t o  Quang Ngai. 

A. Well, we coordinated with t h e  people a t  t h e  MACV 
compound a t  Quang Ngai. 

Q When you came back over  t h i s  a r e a ,  you 
i n d i c a t e d  you monitored t h e  r a d i o  conversat ion between t h e  
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a i r c r a f t  and s o  on. Wh.at d i d  you h e a r  on t h e  r a d i o  about  
that  t ime? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  what I hea rd  on the r a d i o ,  s ir .  

Q W a s  there any conve r sa t ion  between t h e  guns-
h i p s ,  o r  w i t h  a LOH, o r  between them and t h e  ground con-
ce rn ing  women and c h i l d r e n  be ing  k i l l e d ,  noncombatants 
be ing  k i l l e d ?  

A. Something--I'm t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  what 
it w a s .  I remember h e a r i n g  something about women an3 c h i l d -
r en .  I d o n ' t  remember what it concerned o r  who made t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  b u t  I remember h e a r i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  
mentioned on the r a d i o .  And it had t o  do w i t h  l a r g e ,  f o r  
l a c k  of a b e t t e r  t e r m ,  m ig ra t ion  o u t  of t h i s  a r e a .  .But 
I d o n ' t  remember who made t h e  t r ansmis s ion  o r  what it 
concerned a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A s  t o  t h a t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  I 
c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  else,  s i r ,  about t h e  r a d i o  t ransmis-
s i o n .  

9 0 When you came back ove r  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  w a s  t h e r e  
a l o t  of bu rn ing  going on? 

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  I d i d  
n o t i c e  s e v e r a l  hootches  bu rn ing ,  s e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  bu rn ing ,  
p o s s i b l y  r i c e  s t o r e s .  I do remember t h e r e  be ing  burn ing  
going on on t h e  ground a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q Was t h e r e  a l o t  of smoke, and haze ,  and s o  on 
i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. A s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  no,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a 
whole l o t :  Nothing t h a t  would obscure  v i s i o n  cons ider -
a b l y .  C e r t a i n l y  no th ing  t o  make f l y i n g  hazardous.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what you d i d  a f t e r  you depa r t ed  
from Quang Ngai? 

A. I f  t h e r e  was anyth ing  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  going on 
o u t  i n  t h e  c o n t a c t  a r e a ,  we would have r e t u r n e d  t h e r e  o r  
most l i k e l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  Duc Pho. J u s t  l i k e  go ing  i n t o  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  j u s t  about every  day. W e  made many, many 
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v i s i t s  t o  Quang Ngai., and usua l ly  they were t h e  las t  s t o p  
before  we would r e t u r n  t o  Duc Pho. 

Q On t h e  16th ,  do you remember a l i e u t e n a n t  
genera l  by t h e  name of DOLEMAN coming t o  LZ Bronco l a t e r  
i n  the  af te rnoon o r  sometime i n  the  af ternoon? 

A. A l i e u t e n a n t  genera l ,  s i r ?  

Q - Yes. 

A. Yes, s ir ,  I b e l i e v e  so .  I b e l i e v e  probably--
I think we l e f t  Quang Ngai and re tu rned  t o  Duc Pho because 
Colonel HENDERSON s t a t e d  t h a t  he had a V I P  coming i n  
l a t e r  on, and he wanted t o  be su re  t h a t  he was back i n  
time. And I b e l i e v e  we d i d  have a genera l  o f f i c e r  come i n  
l a t e r  on t h a t  a f te rnoon,  A s  t o  who it was, I d o n ' t  know, 
sir. 

Q Did you f l y  him? O r  d i d  you f l y  up t o  LZ Dot t i e  
again and then subsequently pick up the  l i e u t e n a n t  genera l  
and r e t u r n  him t o  LZ Bronco o r  Duc Pho? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I do remember my picking  up Colonel 
HENDERSON and a n ~ t h e ro f f i c e r ,  an o f f i c e r  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know. 
And it may very w e l l  have been t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  genera l .  
I flew s e v e r a l  of t h e  v i s i t o r s  t h a t  came t o  v i s i t  Colonel 
HENDERSON because of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I d i d  know t h e  a rea .  
And usual ly  wi th  j u s t  t h e  mention of a p a r t i c u l a r  p lace  
o r  u n i t ,  w e l l ,  I could take  them ou t  t h e r e  a l o t  quicker  
than an unoriented p i l o t .  We went back up i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
t h a t  af ternoon.  But a s  t o  whether t h a t  o t h e r  o f f i c e r  
t h a t  I c a r r i e d  was General DOLEMAN o r  no t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- Did you go back over  My Lai ( 4 )  t h a t  af ternoon? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  we d id .  

Q. How low were you? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you, sir.  

Q- Did you see  any bodies  around t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A. That I r e c a l l  now, no, sir.  
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Q - That was on a Saturday, t h e  16th  of March. Do 
you r e c a l l  what you d i d  on Sunday? 

A. No, sir.  A s  f a r  a s  p a r t i c u l a r  days of t h e  week 
a r e  concerned, no, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what we d id  t h e  
fol lowing day. P r e t t y  much t h e  mission of f l y i n g  f o r  the  
br igade  commander was j u s t  t h e  same day a f t e r  day a f t e r  
day, and t h e  inciden-is  you mentioned--the number of people 
l eav ing  t h e  area, e t c . - - r eca l l s  some l eads .  But as  t o  
what happened t h e  next  day, I d o n ' t  remember, s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  Colonel HENDERSON and General 
DOLEMAN ou t  t o  v i s i t  t h e  f i r e  bases? 

A. Well, I ' m  su re  w e  v i s i t e d  t h e  f i r e  bases  i n  t h e  
AO. A s  t o  whether we had another  o f f i c e r  on board,  a genera l  
o f f i c e r ,  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q - W e l l  moving on t o  Sunday, now--I mean t o  Monday, 
which would be t h e  18th.  Do you r e c a l l  f l y i n g  Colonel 
HENDERSON from LZ Bronco t o  LZ Dot t ie?  

A.  I n  most l i k e l i h o o d ,  I d i d ,  sir.  He v i s i t e d  j u s t  
about all of h i s  f i r e  bases j u s t  about every day, and w e  
usual ly  made it i n  t o  a l l  of them a t  l e a s t  once every day 
I flew f o r  him. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  un less  he had s p e c i a l  v i s i t o r s  
conling i n ,  such as  General WESTMORELAND d i d  a few times,  o r  
f o r  some reason he j u s t  abso lu te ly  had t o  s t a y  a t  Bronco. 
I th ink  he made t h e  rounds of  t h e  base camps j u s t  about every 
s i n g l e  day. 

Q. On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day, do you r e c a l l  sometime 
a f t e r  noon having gone nor th  o r  eve r  having corie from Duc 
Pho and having contacted C/1/20 on t h e  ground genera l ly  i n  
t h e  a r e a  southwest of My Lai  ( I ) ?  Somewhere down i n  t h i s  
a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exhibi t  MAP-1) ? Did you ar range  f o r  them t o  
put  a smoke marker ou t  s o  t h a t  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  could land 
while  they were on t h e  move? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I be l i eve  I do remember p u t t i n g  Colonel 
HENDERSON on t h e  ground i n  t h a t  a rea .  I t  was one of the  few 
times he d i d  go down on t h e  ground wi th  t h e  u n i t  while  they 
were moving. Usually he would w a i t  u n t i l  they had s e t  up a 
n i g h t  p o s i t i o n  o r  they had stopped f o r  a meal o r  something. 

(COONEY) 11 APP T-121 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

But I b e l i e v e  I do remember p u t t i n g  him i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  a t  
l e a s t  once w h i l e  I f lew f o r  him. 

Q 'Did you s t a y  on t h e  ground,  o r  d i d  you t a k e  
o f f  u n t i l  t hey  c a l l e d  you back? 

A.  SOP and my f e e l i n g s  w e r e  t h a t  I was no th ing  b u t  
a t a r g e t  t o  draw f i r e ,  i f  any th ing  else, w h i l e  s i t t i n g  on 
t h e  ground. And g e n e r a l l y ,  we would drop t h e  c o l o n e l ,  and 
we would cl imb back t o  a l t i t u d e  and C i r c l e  overhead o r  
p o s s i b l y  even go t o  r e f u e l ,  i f  we needed f u e l ,  w h i l e  he 
w a s  on the ground. And they  would e i t h e r  c a l l  us up by 
r a d i o  o r  by prear ranged  smoke c o l o r ,  and I would l and  and 
p i c k  him up aga in .  

Q. You s a y  you r e c a l l  p u t t i n g  him on t h e  ground 
down i n  t h a t  a r e a  someplace. Do you r e c a l l  how long  he 
was on t h e  ground b e f o r e  he c a l l e d  f o r  you t o  come on back 
i n  t o  p i ck  him up? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: L i eu t enan t  COONEY, you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r  
i n  your  tes t imony t h a t  you had had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  an 
NCO from t h e  b r i g a d e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1969. Do you r e c a l l  
who t h a t  was? 

A.  Yes, s i r ,  it was a Se rgean t  GROSS. I b e l i e v e  
i t ' s  G-R-0-S-S. I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  an E-7. 

Q And what was h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  b r igade?  

A. I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  s i r ,  he  w a s  one of  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  N C O ' s  i n  t h e  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r .  I .be-
l i e v e  h i s  du ty  a t  t h a t  t ime was w i t h  t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t ,  t h e  
n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  NCO-in-charge. 

Q. Did he  i n d i c a t e  any knowledge of  e v e n t s  on March 
16 when you spoke w i t h  him i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1969? 

A. No, sir. Ne i the r  one of  us o f f e r e d  any i n f o r -
mation a s  t o  what w e  might know about it. I t  w a s  j u s t  a 
m a t t e r  of d i d  w e  remember where it was a t  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
it was Task Force B a r k e r ' s  a r e a .  But w e  d i d n ' t  exchange any 
views a s  t o  whether  i t  r e a l l y  happened o r  n o t .  
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Q When you v i s i t e d  a t  Quang Ngai, d i d  you sometimes 
p u t  down a t  t h e  s o c c e r  f i e l d ?  

A. W i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON on board ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
us e v e r  going i n  t o  t h e  s o c c e r  f i e l d ,  no, sir.  Whenever w e  
came i n t o  Quang Ngai, we landed a t  what w e  c a l l e d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
"Tropo Pad" o r  t h e  MACV compound. 

10: L ieu tenan t  COONEY, do you r e c a l l  t h a t  on t h e  1 5 t h ,  
Colonel  HENDERSON had j u s t  t aken  over  t h e  b r igade?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h a t  was one of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  I had i n  
my mind when t h e  i n c i d e n t  f i r s t  happened. I had been involv-
ed i n  an a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a month e a r l i e r ,  and a couple  
days l a t e r  I s t a r t e d  f l y i n g  f o r  General  LIPSCOMB. And I 
remember t h a t  I had flown f o r  him f o r  j u s t  about  a month 
b e f o r e  Colonel  HENDERSON took over  command. And a f t e r  look-
i n g  through some c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  award I r e c e i v e d  t h e r e  and 
couple  of  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  I f i n a l l y  determined t h a t  it was 
a Colonel  HENDERSON who was i n  charge,  and t h a t  i f  he  was i n  
charge ,  h e ' d  have had t o  have taken o v e r  w i t h i n  j u s t  a 
m a t t e r  of days p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q W e l l ,  now, I ' d  l i k e  .you to--now we've gone ove r  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e r e ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  w e  may have 
missed some p o i n t  i n  h e r e ,  Is t h e r e  anyth ing  about  what 
t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e  now t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  w e  h a v e n ' t  asked 
you about ,  because w e ' r e  n o t  going t o  l e a v e  a s i n g l e  s t o n e  
unturned i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  w e ' l l  know every-
t h i n g  t h a t  happened a l l  t h e  way around and g e n e r a l l y  who 
saw w h a t .  

A. No, sir.  This  area w a s  always a major p a r t  of 
concern.  I know t h e  b r igade  always had something going on, 
a company moving through the a r e a ,  sweeping through t h e  a r e a  
on a s e a r c h  miss ion ,  something always going on i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
And t h e r e  were probably numerous i n s e r t i o n s  upon t h i s  par-
t i c u l a r  p e n i n s u l a  from t h e  mouth of t h e  Song Tra  Khuc River 
on around t o  t h e  n o r t h  up around LZ Upt igh t .  And o t h e r  
t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was such a l a r g e  number of people  
l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a ,  it was probably- - jus t  a s  f a r  a s  I was 
concerned,  a s  f a r  as f l y i n g  t h e  command and c o n t r o l  a i r -
c r a f t - - j u s t  ano the r  miss ion  f l y i n g  t h e  CO. What you brought  
o u t  and what i n fo rma t ion  I ' v e  t r i e d  t o  g i v e  you i s  a l l  I can 
recall  now. 
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Q You i n d i c a t e d  you d i d n ' t  remember t h e  name of  your
c o p i l o t  on t h a t  day. Do you remember t h e  names o f  your two 
doorgunners? 

A. No, s i r .  I t r i e d  t o  f i n d  p i c t u r e s ,  names, any-
t h i n g  that  might g i v e  me an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .  
I had--during t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was f l y i n g  t h e  CbC a i r c r a f t ,  
I remember I went th rough  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  crews as f a r  as 
crew c h i e f s  and doorgunners a r e  concerned.  Most of t h e  
crews k ind  of d i s l i k e d  t h e  miss ion ,  because w e  u s u a l l y  
s t a y e d  h igh  and never  r e a l l y  went i n t o  an LZ w i t h  t h e  in -
s e r t i o n  o r  any th ing .  And I k ind  of l i k e d  t o  swi t ch  crews 
o f f  s o  you can k ind  of  s t i l l  g e t  in to- -ge t  o u t  i n t o  some 
of t h e  combat a s s a u l t s .  I f  I had some way of coming up 
w i t h  t h e s e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  crews,  I probably could  p i c k  
t h e  crew t h a t  I had a t  this  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  But r i g h t  
now, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember any of  them by name. 

Q Do you remember any th ing  a t  a l l  about  t h e  
land ing  of Bravo Company i n  the a r e a  sou th  of My L a i  (l)? 
That they  might have had a d e l a y  i n  p u t t i n g  i n  t h e  CA? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d e l a y ,  any problem 
th .a t  t hey  had i n  p u t t i n g  them i n .  

Q - Do you recall  the a r e a  j u s t  s o u t h  of  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  
That  t h e r e  w a s  some smoke be ing  popped around i n  v a r i o u s  
p l a c e s ?  

A. There might have been some thrown by e i t h e r  t h e  
gunships  o r  t h e  s c o u t s .  I t  seems t o  be  i n  con junc t ion  wi th  
t h i s  mig ra t ion ,  t h a t  t h e  gunships  were f l y i n g  q u i t e  low, and 
they w e r e  s p o t t i n g  p o s s i b l y  equipment, m i l i t a r y - t y p e  equip-
ment, web g e a r ,  s t u f f  l y i n g  around,  it seems t o  m e ,  around 
t h e  h i l l .  I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  des igna t ed  he re  as H i l l  85, j u s t  
sou th  of My L a i  (4), up i n  the--up under t h e  trees. I re-
member t h e  gunships  f i n d i n g  some s t u f f  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A s  t o  
whether it w a s  t h e  same day o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  recall ,  sir.  

Q - Did you s a y  t h i s  i s  what t h e y  w e r e  marking wi th  
smoke? 

A. I f  t h i s  w a s  t h e  same day,  y e s ,  s ir .  I t  w a s  most 
l i k e l y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  ground crew s o  t h a t  t hey  
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would know which d i r e c t i o n  t o  move and which a r e a s  t o  look 
f o r  t h i s  equipment. 

Q a 
Did you s e e  any smoke n o r t h  o f  t h a t  now, between 

H i l l  85 and My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. Not t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r .  

Q With a l l  t h a t  r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  going on now, 
M r .  COONEY, y o u ' r e  t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  one you 
heard?  You hea rd  t h a t  one ve ry  c l e a r l y ,  b u t  you d i d n ' t  
h e a r  the o t h e r  t r a n s m i s s i o n s ,  o r  you d i d n ' t  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  
smoke? Now how w a s  t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i n  an a r e a  over  a CA, u s u a l l y  t r a n s -
miss ions  between t h e  ground and t h e  CO, o r  Colonel  HENDERSON, 
I very  seldom p a i d  any real  a t t e n t i o n  t o .  I f  t h e r e  was some-
thi .ng else going o n - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  over  a CA, you 've  g o t  gun-
s h i p s ,  you 've  g o t  l i f t  s h i p s ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  America1 Cogs--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  j u s t  a  minute now. Did you 
see any CA go i n  t h e r e  t h a t  day,  i n  t h e  a r e a  of My L a i  ( 4 )  ? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  n o t  r i g h t  i n  t o  t h a t  a r e a .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  what a r e  we t a l k i n g  about  then?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir .  There were d e f i n i t e l y  o t h e r  a i r c r a f t  
i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and my major concern was t o  s t a y  away from them. 
And I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  I had any b u s i n e s s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  
what w a s  go ing  on. 

Q What were you l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h a t  s t u f f  about  t h e  
equipment f o r  then?  I t  was on t h e  same frequency.  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  i n  ou r  a i r c r a f t  we had a command con-
s o l e  se t  up f o r  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  t roops  on 
t h e  ground. I n  t h e  c o c k p i t ,  I had t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  r a d i o s ,  
one of which I could monitor t h e  gunships  on;  one which I 
could  moni tor  ou r  company on,  which was always tuned t o  t h e  
company frequency;  and F M .  I u s u a l l y  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  l i f t  
s h i p s  i f  t h e r e  was a CA going on, o r  t o  t h e  ground u n i t s  
a s  t o  what was going on. I f  t h e  gunships  w e r e  popping 
smoke, I would have hea rd  them t a l k i n g  about it over  t h e  
VHF r a d i o  up f r o n t .  And most l i k e l y  I probably looked 
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o u t  t h e  door  t o  see where t hey  were a t .  And i f  Colonel  
HENDERSON had n o t  hea rd  t h i s  o r  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n f o r -  
mation about  it, once t h e r e  was a b reak  i n  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  
I probably would have t o l d  him. 

Q - Did you h e a r  some conve r sa t ion  going on on 
t h e  r a d i o  about  some mor ta r  rounds on H i l l  85? 

A. Being found,  s i r ?  

Q. Yes. 60mm mor ta r  rounds.  

A. On t o p  o f  t h i s  h i l l  was an o l d  ou tpos t - - I  
w a s  t o l d  it was an o l d  French outpost--and a t  one t i m e ,  
I d o n ' t  know whether it was t h i s  day o r  n o t ,  s i r ,  I 
r e c a l l  e i t h e r  t h e  gunships  o r  t h e  s c o u t s  r e p o r t i n g  what 
appeared t o  be mor ta r  rounds l y i n g  around t h i s  o u t p o s t .  
Whether it was t h e  same day o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know; s i r ,  
b u t  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  one t ime t h e y  d i d  f i n d  some. 
how many, I d o n ' t  know, and when it was, I d o n ' t  know. 

MR MACCRATE: Did you e v e r  t a k e  Colonel  HENDERSON t o  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  h eadqua r t e r s?  Do you remember land- 
i n g  t h e r e ?  I t ' s  somewhat n o r t h  of  Quang Ngai C i t y  on 
Route 1, j u s t  e a s t  of  Route 1. 

A. Oh, I b e l i e v e  I s e e  it. I remember i n  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  when I d i d  l a n d  Colonel  HENOERSON 
w e s t  of t h e  highway, n o t  t o o  f a r  o f f  t h e  highway. I t  
seems t o  me it w a s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e  ARVN's 
o r  w i th  t h e  Popular  Forces .  A s  t o  whether it w a s  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. What do you remember about t h a t  occas ion?  

A. Nothing o t h e r  t han  Colonel  HENDERSON t e l l i n g  
m e  where he wanted t o  go. H e  t o l d  me Son Tinh.  I t  w a s  
j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  highway, and he was i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
them--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  J u s t  n o r t h  o r  j u s t  east of  t h e  
highway? 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of  Quang Ngai, s i r ,  a long  
Highway 1. And he s a i d  t h a t  t hey  would i d e n t i f y  t h e  l and ing  
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pad w i t h  smoke and would l e t  m e  know when they  had popped 
t h e  smoke grenade.  

Q. During t h e  day of t h e  1 6 t h ,  do you r e c a l l  who 
e l s e  was aboard t h e  a i r c r a f t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON? 

A. I n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  s i r ,  it would be  Colonel  
HENDERSON, Se rgean t  Major WALSH, and on occas ion  t h e r e  
was an E-5 who had been s o r t  of  an o r d e r l y  f o r  General  
LIPSCOMB, who ope ra t ed  t h e  r a d i o s  f o r  General  LIPSCOMB, 
on occas ion .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether  he  was on board 
t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day o r  n o t .  And p o s s i b l y  be ing  i n  t h i s  
area, I q u i t e  o f t e n  c a r r i e d  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander, 
Colonel  BARKER, a l s o .  W e  would go i n t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  p ick  
him up. I n s t e a d  of having two C&C a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
Colonel  BARKER would f l y  w i th  us .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  i f  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  commander was 
aboard? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

LTC PATTERSON: M r .  COONEY, cou ld  you r e c a l l  any th ing  more 
a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  w a s  through? Could w e  walk through t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  s t e p  by s t e p  from t h e  l i f t ,  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  c r a f t ,  
t h e  go-around w i t h  a l a r g e  number of s l i c k s ?  Would t h a t  
h e l p  you r e c a l l  any b e t t e r ,  do you t h i n k ?  

A. I t  might ,  s ir .  Again I ' v e  g o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  
every day w a s  s o  much l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s  when I f lew f o r  
t h e  c o l o n e l ,  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r s  j u s t  d o n ' t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  
my mind. I t  might going through t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n .  
I might r e c a l l  soniething, b u t  w e  s p e n t  s o  much t ime  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  du r ing  t h e  months t h a t  I f lew f o r  Colonel  
HENDERSON. 

10:  Do you have any documents of  any v a r i e t y ,  maps, 
l o g s ,  o r  any o t h e r  documents which may be of  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
us i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  photos?  

A. No, s i r .  When Major KRAUS t a l k e d  t o  m e  l a s t  
week I immediately went th rough  eve ry th ing  I had ,  orders--
I d i d n ' t  keep a l o g  of any th ing ,  a d i a r y  o r  any th ing  l i k e  
t h a t .  I went through a l l  t h e  p i c t u r e s  I had ,  s l i d e s ,  

( COONEY) 1 7  APP T-121 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
. , 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

eve ry th ing ,  and I could  f i n d  no th ing  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of my--well no th ing  of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t .  A s  t o  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  was t h e  c i t a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  award I r e c e i v e d  t h e  month e a r l i e r  which was i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  My L a i .  I have it w i t h  me, b u t ,  l i k e  I 
s a y ,  it was an  e n t i r e  month e a r l i e r .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  I 
d o n ' t  have any th ing  else,  sir. 

Q A f t e r  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  w e r e  you e v e r  ques t ioned  
by anybody concerning your  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Were you e v e r  made aware o r  d i d  you e v e r  become 
aware of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  of  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Now you belonged t o  t h e  174th? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you s t a y  a t  t h e  174th? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Our company a r e a  w a s  l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC a r e a ,  and my a i r c r a f t  was parked o u t  f r o n t  
of t h e  b r i g a d e  TOC a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I t  w a s  j u s t  a matter of  
p o s s i b l y  50 meters from t h e  b u i l d i n g  where I s t a y e d ,  t o  t h e  
pad i t s e l f .  

Q. Your company had some s l i c k s  and a l s o  some guns 
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  day. Did you h e a r  of any t a l k i n g  
around i n  t h e  company concerning a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  day? 

A .  No, s i r .  While I f lew f o r  t h e  b r i g a d e  commander, 
people  k ind  of  thought  I w a s  funny f o r  want ing t o  f l y  t h e  
miss ion because it was--we saw very  l i t t l e  a c t i o n  a c t u a l l y ,  
I mean making i n s e r t i o n s ,  medevacs, t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  They 
c o u l d n ' t  unders tand  why I wanted t o  f l y  i t ,  and they  p r e t t y  
much s t a y e d  t o  themselves  and I d i d  my miss ions .  Gun p i l o t s ,  
I had very  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  t h e  gun p i l o t s  on t h e  ground. 
They had t h e i r  own hootch ,  and they  k ind  of hung t o g e t h e r .  
And t h e  s l i c k  d r i v e r s ,  o r  t h e  l i f t  p i l o t s ,  k ind  of  hung 
t o g e t h e r .  I guess  i t ' s  j u s t  something about  a v i a t i o n .  I t ' s  
t h a t  way. 
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Q Weren ' t  you i n  a r e a l  s m a l l  company? I mean 
w e ' r e  n o t  d e a l i n g  i n  hunJreds  o r  thousands of people .  And 
i f  I know p i l o t s  c o r r e c t l y ,  t hey  a l l  l i v e  q u i t e  c l o s e l y  t o -
g e t h e r ,  and they  s i t  a r0und . th .e  b a r  t o g e t h e r ,  and rehash 
d a i l y  even t s  and s o  f o r t h .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  any of t h e  
gunship p i l o t s  t a l k  about  what t h e y  d i d  on t h a t  day? 

e 

A. NO, s ir .  

Q a Did you e v e r  have any reason  t o  s u s p e c t  o r  have 
any s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  something unusua l  took p l a c e  i n  and around 
t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  I d i d n ' t  have anyth ing  t o  
g i v e  m e  any s u s p i c i o n  of anythzng t h a t  happened o t h e r  than  
what I had hea rd  ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  
wondering why something i n  p a r t i c u l a r  happened o r  i f  some-
t h i n g  had gone wrong. No, sir.  

Q Do you remember t h e  names of  any of  t h e  gunsh ips '  
p i l o t s  who f lew t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. No, s ir .  I f  we  had a good m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  gun-
s h i p s  " f l y a b l e "  t h a t  day, I would imagine t h a t  j u s t  about 
b e t t e r  t h a n  h a l f  o r  maybe t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  gun p l a toon  
had been up i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  l e a s t  once du r ing  t h e  day. 

Q - How may gunship p i l o t s  d i d  you have i n  t h e  company? 

A. W e l l ,  t h a t  v a r i e d ,  s ir .  I would say  no more t h a n  
p o s s i b l y  1 5  cr 20. I wouldn ' t  know r i g h t  o f f ,  s i r .  I know 
t h a t  w e  u s u a l l y  had enough f o r  two complete crews p e r  gunship,  
which would come o u t  t o  about  16 gun p i l o t s  w i t h  two p e r  
a i r c r a f t .  And t h a t  would be s t r i c t l y  a  guess  on my p a r t  a s  
t o  how many we had i n  t h e  gun p l a t o o n  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I t  f l u c -
t u a t e d  a l l  t h e  t ime.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you e v e r  meet a L ieu t enan t  Colonel  GUINN? 

A. No, sir ,  t h e  name d o e s n ' t  sound f a m i l i a r .  

Q. You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any t i m e  when you may have pick-
e d  him up a t  Quang Ngai, he b e i n g  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  of Quany 
Ngai Province ,  t h e  deputy p rov ince  a d v i s o r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  t h e  name doesn ' t - -
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Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Do you remember a L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
o r  a Major GAVIN? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Do you remember a Captain  Angel RODRIGUEZ? 

A. That  name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  s i r .  From where I d o n ' t  
know, b u t  t h e  name RODRIGUEZ i s  f a m i l i a r .  

Q H e  w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  of  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  t ime.  Do you remember f l y i n g  him du r ing  t h i s  
pe r iod?  

A. I may have. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  doing s o ,  sir.  

Q. Does it r i n g  any b e l l  w i t h  you t h a t  when you made 
t h i s  s t o p  which you f e e l  w a s  a t  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  a r e a ,  
you may have p icked  up someone t h e r e  who might have been 
t h e r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e e  Captain  RODRIGUEZ? Does t h a t  t i e  i n  
w i t h  anyth ing  i n  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. W e  may have p icked  someone up, s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know why Colonel  HENDERSON went i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i f  t h i s  
i s  where w e  d i d  l a n d  o r  whether  w e  p icked anyone up when w e  
l e f t .  

Q. Do you remember h e a r i n g  Colonel  HENDERSON g i v e  any 
o r d e r s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  My L a i  ( 4 )  on t h e  
1 6 t h  where he w a s  i n  communication w i t h  t h e  ground f o r c e s  
and made t r ansmis s ions  t o  them? Were you tuned  i n  a t  any t i m e  
f o r  any such communications? 

A. Most l i k e l y  I would have been,  s i r ,  b u t  as t o  
what t r a n s p i r e d  between them ove r  t h e  r a d i o ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
what went on. 

Q. You do remember p u t t i n g  down a t  some t ime du r ing
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  a r a i h e r  unusual  procedure  where you drop-
ped C o l ~ n e lHENDERSON down t o  meet w i th  members of t h e  ground 
f o r c e ?  You d i d  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  as I r e c a l l .  

A. You are r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  a r e a  sou th  of  My L a i  ( l ) ,  
s i r ?  

. . . .. . 
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Q. Y e s .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I do remember p u t t i n g  him on t h e  ground. 

Q Well do you remember any r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  t h a t  
preceded t h a t  p u t  down? 

A. NO, sir.  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. Do you remember any r a d i o  t r ansmis s ion  t h a t  f o l -
lowed it ,  any th ing  t h a t  occur red  as a r e s u l t  of t h a t  d rop  
down? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of going t o  LZ D o t t i e  
on t h e  morning of  March the 18 th?  

A. I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  a d e f i n i t e  yes  t o  t h a t ,  s i r ,  and 
I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  a d e f i n i t e  no. Most l i k e l y  i f  t h e r e  was an 
o p e r a t i o n  going on i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  we would have g o t t e n  i n  t o  
LZ D o t t i e ,  most l i k e l y ,  sometime du r ing  t h e  day. 

10: Did you know Warrant O f f i c e r  THOMPSON, one of  t h e  
H - 2 3  p i l o t s  from t h e  aero-scout  company? 

A. Only by name now, s ir .  I d i d n ' t  know him whi l e  I 
w a s  i n  Vietnam, and I d o n ' t  know him from f l i g h t  s choo l ,  t h a t  
I r e c a l l .  

Q - You d i d n ' t  meet him up a t  LZ D o t t i e  on t h e  1 6 t h  o r  
on t h e  1 8 t h  around t h e  LZ a r e a ?  

A. I might have,  s i r .  I f  he  came i n  w h i l e  I was 
t h e r e  on t h e  ground and i f  w e  w e r e  s h u t  down, we might have 
exchanged comments about  f l y i n g ,  o r  about  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  what 
was going on,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  t a l k i n g  t o  him, s ir .  

Q Q  While you were f l y i n g  around up t h e r e ,  d i d  you
h e a r  any conve r sa t ion  going on t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  one of  t h e s e  
people  from t h e  aero-scout  company was p r e t t y  w e l l  burned up 
and he w a s  going t o  r e p o r t  it t o  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  commander? 

A. No, s i r .  
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LTC PATTERSON: Did t h e  C&C p i l o t s  of the  174th--were they 
a l i t t l e  d i s t i n c t  I n  t h e  group? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Who were t h e  o t h e r  C&C p i l o t s ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  t h e  only mission t h a t  had t h e  same crew 
was my mission with t h e  br igade  C&C.  A l l  t he  r e s t  of t h e  
missions came down on a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  and we kind of t r i e d  t o  
spread them o u t  among a l l  t h e  p i l o t s .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  who might have been t h e  C&C p i l o t
f o r  Colonel BARKER? 

A.  No, sir .  I t  could have been any one i n  t h e  corn-
PanY -
MR MACCRATE: Do you recall a s e r g e a n t  ADCOCK, A-D-C-0-C-K? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w a s  t h e  e n l i s t e d  man I 
mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  sometimes operated as  RTO f o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON. 

Q- You mentioned a Master Sergeant  WALSH. Then, i n  
add i t ion ,  t h e r e  was an RTO aboard by the  name of ADCOCK? 

A. Well, now, I won't  say he was on board t h a t  day. 
On occasion he d i d  f l y .  I f  Colonel HENDERSON was i n  a hur ry ,  
he j u s t  h o l l e r e d  f o r  t h e  se rgean t  major t o  come on,  he was 
going o u t ,  and h e ' d  jump on t h e  a i r c r a f t .  I f  it was known 
ahead of time t h a t  he was going, usual ly  Sergeant  ADCOCK 
would come along t o  opera te  t h e  command console  f o r  him. 

Q S  Did t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  M I  detachment 
a t  Bronco f l y  from time t o  time with Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Do you have a name, s i r ?  There were occasions 
when t h e r e  was a requirement f o r  M I  peop.1e o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
sometimes, and t h e r e  were t imes when I was t h e r e  on t h e  pad, 
and they 'd  j u s t  t e l l  me t o  t ake  them ou t  t o  var ious  p laces ,  
e i t h e r  t o  an LZ t o  in ter rogate- -

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t ime h i s  name was 
LABRIOLA. 
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A. I may have flown him, s i r ,  by name I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I th ink  I probably a t  o r e  time o r  another  flew j u s t  about 
every member of t h e  br igade  s t a f f  t h e r e  a t  LZ Bronco a t  one 
time o r  another .  

10: Were you f l y i n g  a chopper on, I t h i n k ,  t h e  23d 
when Colonel HENDERSON took a p iece  of a grenade fragment? 

A. Y e s  , sir,  I was. 

Q Where was t h a t  genera l  a rea?  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  was loca ted  south of Quang Ngai. I be-
l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  another  map h e r e ,  i f  I may, s ir .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. This  was j'ilst south  of Quans Ngai. I t  w a s  an LZ 
known a s  LZ Dragon. I b e l i e v e  it was somewhere i n  t h i s  r i c e  
paddy r i g h t  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-1) . 
Q Were you wounded a t  t h e  same time? 

A.  NO, s i r ,  I was no t .  

Q e  Was t h e  a i r c r a f t  s h o t  up a t  a l l ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  it rece ived  q u i t e  a b i t  of damage t o  the  
l e f t  s i d e .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you from time t o  t ime go t o  Chu Lai wi th  
Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  q u i t e  o f t e n .  I would say a t  l e a s t  once 
a week I flew him up t o  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters .  

10: This  hear ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1 5 0 3  hours ,  9 January 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DOERSAM, Russel E. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Gunship P i l o t ,  174th 
Aviation Company 

1. PREOPERATIONAL PLANS AND BRIEFINGS. 

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was s tandard  f o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  
u n i t  t o  send a  r ep re sen ta t ive  t o  rece ive  t h e  ground command- 
e r ' s  mission b r i e f i n g s  p r i o r  t o  opera t ions  (pg. 6 ) .  How-
eve r ,  t h e  wi tness  could no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  e i t h e r  t h e  
ground u n i t ' s  b r i e f i n g s  o r  t h e  a v i a t i o n  u n i t ' s  b r i e f i n g  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  16 March opera t ion  (pgs. 6, 7 ) .  

2 .  THE ASSAULT ON MY LA1. 
a.  Action of t h e  Sharks. 

(1) Action p r i o r  t o  t roop  landing.  

The witness  r e c a l l e d  on t h e  morning of 16 March 
Captain MCCRARY p i l o t e d  t h e  lead s h i p  and he f lew t h e  t r a i l  
s h i p  (pg. 8 ) .  He remembered only a s tandard  a r t i l l e r y  prep 
(pg. 9 ) .  He s t a t e d  he bel ieved t h e  Sharks flew suppress ion 
f i r e  on t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  H e  be l ieved  they made two gun- . 
runs over t h e  v i l l a g e  (pgs. 10-12). The wi tness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  
he and Captain MCCRARY escor ted  t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  dur ing ' the  
landings (pg. 2 4 )  . 

(2)  MCCRARY's ensauement of V ie t  Cona. 

The witness  a s se r t ed  t h a t  when he and MCCRARY 
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engaged h o s t i l e s  t h a t  morning, they u t i l i z e d  only t h e i r  
door guns. This was s tandard  p r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  Sharks 
(pgs. 19 ,  20, 24).  The witness  recounted t h a t  MCCRARY 
engaged two Vie t  Cong of t h e  u n i t  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e d  them-
se lves  by wearing b lue  a sco t  t ies (pg. 15) . They were 
wearing s t e e l  po t s  and ca r ry ing  weapons (pg. 1 3 ) .  These 
two were k i l l e d  and t h e i r  bodies marked with v i o l e t  
smoke (pgs. 13,  23, 2 4 ) .  The witness  r e l a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  
t h e  second landing,  they re turned  t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  s e e  
whether o r  no t  t h e  weapons had been pol iced up. They had 
no t  (pg. 25) .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  
command and c o n t r o l  s h i p  f i n a l l y  pol iced up t h e  weapons 
from these  two bodies (pgs. 2 4 ,  38, 39) .  The witness  as-
s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h ing  t h a t  he r e c a l l e d  about 
t hese  bodies  was t h a t  t h e  ground t roops  delayed s o  long i n  
po l i c ing  up t h e  weapons (pgs. 38, 39) .  The wi tness  s t a t e d  
t h a t  MCCRARY k i l l e d  another  VC who was h id ing  i n  a hedge-
row. This was a f t e r  t roops  were a l ready  on t h e  ground 
(pg* 17) 

(3) The wi tness '  engagement of Vie t  Cong. 

The witness  recounted an i n c i d e n t  where he ,,.. 
engaged an ind iv idua l  VC. H e  be l ieved  t h a t  he only L-L. 

wounded him (pg. 29) .  The witness  noted t h a t  h i s  v i c t im  
was wearing a pack and web gear ,  bu t  he could r e c a l l  see ing  
no weapon (pg. 30) .  The witness  s t a t e d  t h a t  he d i d  no t  
be l i eve  t h a t  ground u n i t  permission had been ob ta ined  f o r  
any of t hese  engagements (pg. 31) .  

b. Action of t h e  Warlords. 

The witness  r e c a l l e d  a conversation with MCCRARY 
concerning t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Warlords were expending q u i t e  
a b i t  of ordnanqe t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  one person (pg. 1 4 ,  2 1 ) .  
He ind ica t ed  one time dur ing  t h a t  morning t h e  Warlords were 
making gunruns p a r a l l e l  t o  Highway 521 and then breaking 
o f f  t o  t h e  r i g h t  (pg. 23).  He r e c a l l e d  t h e  Warlords s p o t t i n g  
mortar tubes  on H i l l  85 (pg. 28) .  

c. Observations. 

(1) Observations of c i v i l i a n s  and bodies. 

The witness  recounted f l y i n g  over an a r e a ,  leav-
ing it, and r e tu rn ing  t o  f i n d  two dead c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  
ground. The Warlords accused t h e  Sharks of k i l l i n g  them; 
the  Sharks,  i n  t u r n ,  accused t h e  Warlords (pgs. 18,  2 2 ) .  
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The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  a c t u a l l y  had no op in ion  of how 
they  were k i l l e d  (pg. 2 1 ) .  He r e l a t e d  t h a t  they  had seen 
about  12 t o  1 5  c i v i l i a n s  moving n o r t h e a s t  o u t  of  t h e  My ~ a i  
( 4 )  a r e a .  They appeared t o  be  o l d e r  men and women (pg. 32) 
More t h a n  200 c i v i l i a n s  were seen moving t o  t h e  southwest  
down Highway 521 (pgs.  20, 3 2 ) .  The Sharks sc reened  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and determined t h a t  t h e y  were a l l  c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 
3 2 ) .  

( 2 )  Observat ions  of  burnings  . 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  observed smoke from 

t h e  v i l l a g e  where t h e  ground t r o o p s  were burning t h e  hootches 
(pg. 3 3 ) .  

( 3 )  Observat ion  of b o d i e s  i n  a d i t c h .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  bbtween abou t  n i n e  and 
n i n e  t h i r t y  t h a t  morning, he  observed between 30 a d 4 0  bod ies  
i n  a d i t c h  on t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  hamlet .  T h i s  was 
i n  an a r e a  where t h e  C&C s h i p  landed and p icked up weap-
ons from t h e  two VC k i l l e d  by MCCRARY. However, t h e  w i t -
n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  w a s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  bod ies  
i n  t h e  d i t c h  were n o t  t h e r e  when t h e  C&C s h i p  landed 
(pgs.  3 9 ,  40) .  The w i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  bod ies  i n  t h e  
d i t c h  appeared  t o  b e  herded t o g e t h e r  and nachinegunned 
(pg. 4 1 ) .  Although when he  saw t h e s e  b o d i e s ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  
U.S. t r o o p s  were approximately 100 meters t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  
h e  assumed t h e s e  ground t r o o p s  had been t h e  ones who s h o t  
these peop le  (pgs.  36, 4 1 ,  42, 4 4 ) .  

3 .  REPORT OF THE WITNESS' OBSERVATIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  r e p o r t e d  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  
Capta in  MCCRARY, and he  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  MCCRARY spoke t o  
t h e  $company commander.,Major GIBSON. H e  noted  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
conversa t ion  abou t  My La i  i n  t h e  p l a t o o n  (pg. 42) .  

4.  KNOWLEDGE OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was never  ques t ioned  and d i d  
n o t  know anyone i n  h i s  u n i t  who w a s  e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  about  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 45) .  However, he  r e c a l l e d  rumors t h a t  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i n  p r o g r e s s .  He never  hea rd  any r e s u l t s  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg. 43) .  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. P r i o r  i nc iden t  involving Sharks. 

The witness  recounted a p r i o r  i n c i d e n t  i n  which t h e  
Sharks had engaged a v i l l a g e  from which they had received 
f i r e .  Captain SCHOOLFIELD alone was very upse t  because he 
f e l t  they had v i o l a t e d  t h e  r u l e s  of engagement (pgs.  4 ,  5 ) .  
H e  noted, however, t h a t  they had received permission from 
t h e  l o c a l  chief  before  they f i r e d  on t h i s  v i l l a g e .  He f e l t  
t h a t  most of t h e  people i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  had taken cover and 
he knew of no k i l l s  being repor ted  (pg. 5 ) .  

b. Other landinqs of h e l i c o p t e r s .  

Except f o r  a MEDEVAC accomplished by o t h e r  than a 
r egu la r  dus tof f  s h i p ,  and t h e  landing of t he  C&C s h i p  
noted above, t h e  wi tness  r e c a l l e d  no o t h e r  h e l i c o p t e r s  
landing (pgs. 36, 39) . 

c.  Exhibi ts .  

Exh ib i t s  noted by t h e  wi tness  a r e  l i s t e d  below. 
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(The hear ing  reconvened 'a t  1105 hours ,  24  January 
1970 .1  

MR WEST: T h e  hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  MR WEST, LTC 
PATTERSON, and MAJ COOP. 

The nex t  witness i s  M r .  Russe l l  E .  DOERSAM. 

(MR DOERSAM was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

Would you s t a t e  your f u l l  name, occupat ion ,  and 
address .  

' A. Russe l l  Eugene DOERSAM, I ' m  a s t u d e n t ,  I r e s i d e  
a t  RR#1 ,  Wharton, Ohio. 

MR WEST: M r .  DOERSAM, d i d  t h e  recorder  show you -our Exh ib i t  
M-57 conta in ing  informat ion  about t h e  n a t u r e  and purpose of 
our  i n q u i r y  and have you read i t ?  

A. Right ,  I have. 

Q. Any ques t ions  about i t ?  

A.  N o ,  I don' t b e l i e v e  so. 

Q I d i d  want t o  add t h a t  our  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you do 
no t  d i s c u s s  t h e  testimony here  today would n o t  apply i n  t h e  
event  t h a t  y s u  z r c  asked t o  provide testimony f o r  a House 
Armed Serv ice  subcommittee which i s  looking i n t o  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  also.  Have you rece ived  an  o rde r  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  
judge i n  t h e  case United S t a t e s  v.  Cal ley o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Mi tche l l ?  

- - - .  

A. No, I haven ' t .  

Q. For t h e  r ecord ,  M r .  DOERSAM, were you a member of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on 16 March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  I w a s .  
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Q- Would you t e l l  us your grade and your duty assign-
ment a t  t h a t  time? 

A. . A t  t h a t  t ime I was a W 0 1  and I was assigned t o  
t h e  174th  Aviat ion Company a s  a p i l o t .  

Q And were you s ta t l .oned i n  Vietnam? 

A. Tha t ' s  a f f i rma t rve .  

LTC PATTERSON: Have you t a l k e d  w i t h  anyone concerning t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  a f t e r  your depar tu re  from t h e  Army; wi th  any 
of the people t h a t  used t o  be assigned t o  t h e  174th? 

A. No, I haven ' t .  

You have n o t  been i n  touch with Captain MCCRARY? e,? 
P. 

A. No. 

Q m e n  d i d  you a r r i v e  i n  Vietnam and become assigned CZ.7 
t o  t h e  174th? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  it was about 3 Apr i l  1967.  

Q Were you immediately assigned t o  t h e  174th? 

A. Right ,  t h a t  was my u n i t  assignment. 

Q When d i d  you become a Shark? 

A. I believe it would have beer, i n  the l a t e r  p a r t  of 
October 1 967 .  

Q- Was t h a t  by choice? 

A. Right,  by choice.  

Q. You wanted t o  become a gun man? 

A. Yes. 

Q- P r i o r  t o  t h s t  you'd been--
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A. ( . In te rpos ing)  S l i c k  d r i v e r .  

Q o  About how many hour s  i n  s l i c k s ?  

A.  About 800. 

Q. So I t h e r e f o r e  assume by 16 March 1968 you were 
g e t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  t h e  end of  your  t o u r  as w e l l  as having logged 
t h e  b e n e f i t  of  a l o t  of expe r i ence  bo th  as a s l i c k  and a gun-
s h i p  p i l o t .  

A.  Right .  

Q- A f t e r  your  ass ignment  t o  t h e  Sharks ,  do you
recal l  any i . n c i d e n t s ,  s i r ,  p r i o r  t o  16 March i n  which t h e  
Sharks  became involved  w i t h  noncombatants i n  v i l l a g e s ?  

A. N o t .  i n  v i l l a g e s ,  iio. 

Q Noncombatants i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s ?  

A. There  was one o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  b e f o r e  I w a s  w i t h  
t h e  Sharks  though. 

Q. Before  you w e r e  w i t h  t h e  Sharks?  

A. Righ t ,  it involved  t h e  engagement of an LST one 
n i g h t .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was back i n  t h e  summer of 1 9 6 7 .  Ground 
t r o o p s  i d e n t i f i e d  them a s  supposedly h o s t i l e  b o a t s  and c a l l e d  
Sharks  t o  engage them. The r e s u l t s ,  I f o r g e t  how many i n d i v i -
d u a l s  were wounded, b u t  t hey  were Korean. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  a c r e w  c h i e f ,  a Shark crew c h i e f ,  
b e i n g  s h o t  sometime i n  around Janua ry ,  February 1968? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  one,  no. 

Q. Did you have many of your  crews i n  t h e  Sharks  
wounded by h o s t i l e  f i r e ?  

A. No, a l l  t h e  t i m e  I w a s  t h e r e  I had one gunner 
shot and as f a r  as c a s u a l t i e s  w e  s u s t a i n e d  very  few. 
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Q When w a s  t h i s  one gunner s h o t ?  

A .  .That would have been Thanksgiving Day 1967. 

9 Captain SCHOOLFIELD i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he became 
involved wi th  t h e  Sharks and d i scuss ing  r u l e s  of engagement 
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  Sharks. Do you r e c a l l  Captain SCHOOLFIELD 
g e t t i n g  upse t?  

A. Right ,  I do. 

Q. What were t h e  circumstances surrounding t h a t ?  

A .  That was t h e  day my gunner was sho t .  Captain 
SCHOOLFIELD v i o l e n t l y  objec ted  t o  us engaging t h e  v i l l a g e  
where w e  drew t h e  f i r e  from. 

.c: 
Q 8 So then  you d i d  engage t h e  v i l l a g e  from which you \-.>. 

drew t h e  f i r e ?  fk 

A .  T h a t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  T h a t ' s  s tandard  p o l i c y  
of most people over  t h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  Rules of engagement, CC 

you i d e n t i f y  t h e  source  of f i r e  and engage it, which we d id .  

Q Were you f l y i n g  t h e  Shark lead  t h a t  day? 

A .  I was f l y i n g  wi th  t h e  Shark l ead .  I was j u s t  a 
p i l o t  a t  t h e  time. I h a d n ' t  been i n  t h e  p la toon b u t  about 
2 weeks. 

You say this was sn Thanksgiving? 

A .  Right,  it was Thanksgiving Day. I can remember 
it q u i t e  w e l l .  

Q- Did you g ive  t h e  v i l l a g e  a p r e t t y  good raking  over? 

A. W e  d id .  

Q Where w a s  t h i s  v i l l a g e ?  

A. It was approximately,  say  a mi le  s o u t h e a s t  of 
Mo Duc Vi l l age  one of t h e  l a r g e r  v i l l a g e s  up t h e r e  about t h e  
same p lace  as F i r e  Support B a s e  Dragon. 
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Q *  Was t h i s  i n  a zone i n  which you could a f f o r d  t o  
fire? 

A. Negative. We had t o  g e t  permission from the 
l o c a l  c h i e f ,  I b e l i e v e ,  be fo re  we could engage them. 

Q o  Did you g e t  permission,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. Right ,  w e  d id .  

Q- Did you s e e  people on the  ground? 

A. No, we d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anyone. 
A l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  around t h e r e  had gone underground. 

Q =  Do you know whether o r  n0.t you repor ted  any con-
firmed k i l l s  t h a t  da.y? 

A. No, we didn't. 

@. Captain SCHOOLFIELD became involved i n  t h i s ,  I 
suppose, a f t e r  you re tu rned .  

A. Right ,  he was v i o l e n t l y  o b j e c t i n g  t o  our shoot ing  
up the  v i l l a g e .  I t  was a c l e a r  case of r u l e s  of engagement. 
We took f i r e .  I d e n t i f i e d  t h e  source of f i r e  and re tu rned  it. 

Q D i d  anyone e l s e  say anything t o  you about i t ?  

A. No, n o t  t h a t  I can recall--anyone e l s e .  He was 
t h e  only one upse t  about t h e  ma t t e r .  

Q. How about t h e  Shark p la toon l e a d e r  a t  t h e  t i n e ?  
Did he t a l k  t o  t h e  Shark p i l o t s ?  

A.  No, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any counse l l ing .  

9 The company commander? 

A .  None. 

Q =  Executive o f f i c e r  o r  opera t ions  o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, Captain SCHOOLFIELD was t h e  only one t h a t  
had any comment about it a t  a l l .  
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Q - As w e  understand It, and c o r r e c t  me i f  I ' m  wrong,
t h a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  f o r  t h e  174th Aviat ion Company--mission 
b r i e f i n g  were conducted e i t h e r  t h e  n i g h t  be fo re  o r  t h e  e a r l y  
morning of t h e  mission? 

A. Right.  

Q A s  w e  understand it, t h e s e  were usua l ly  conduct-
ed by t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  l e a d ,  t h e  Dolphin l ead  
i f  it w e r e  a l i f t ;  who was, w e  understand,  one of t h e  two 
l i f t  p la toon l eaders .  

A. Well, a t  t h a t  time it wasn ' t  always t h e  l i f t  
p la toon l eaders  because they lacked experience.  Fiore o f t e n  
it was one of t h e  o t h e r  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  p la toon,  t o  a g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t ,  because they  had a g r e a t  dea l  more experience.  

Q. Is it s tandard  p r a c t i c e  f o r  l i n e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
the  a v i a t i o n  company, 174th ,  t o  go t o  t h e  ground u n i t  t o  
r ece ive  t h e  ground commander's mission b r i e f i n g  and then go 
back and b r i e f  t h e  a v i a t i o n  personnel?  

A. Right ,  it was f a i r l y  s tandard  procedure.  

Q. Then I assume t h e r e  must have been a b r i e f i n g
f o r  t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  ope ra t ion  on 16 March? 

A .  I ' d  have t o  assume. I cou ldn ' t  say f o r  c e r t a i n  
b u t  I would have t o  assume. 

Q- You do n o t  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g  then? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  , no. I couldn 't say.  

Q We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Lieutenant  MAGNO--

A .  MAGNO would have been a W 1 .  1' d o n ' t  t h i n k  it 
could have been because he had gone t o  opera t ions  about a 
month--over a month be fo re  then. I d o n ' t  even t h i n k  he was 
doing much f l y i n g .  

Q. The records  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  F i r s t  Lieutenant  
Michael 0.  MAGNO--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  That c o u l d n ' t  have been. 

Q. Was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  ope ra t ions  o f f i c e r  of t h e  
174th. 
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A. H e  was a s s i s t a n t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f i c e r  b u t  he was 
a W l .  

Q Well ,  t h a t  cou ld  be .  He i n d i c a t e d  t o  us t h a t  
he had t aken  L i e u t e n a n t  M I L L I K I N ,  t h e  p l a t o o n  l e a d e r  of one 
of the p l a t o o n s ,  t o  LZ D o t t i e  on 1 5  March t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  g i v e n  by Task Force  Barker  f o r  t h e  My La i  ( 4 )  o p e r a t i o ]  
t o  be  conducted on 16 March. H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  b r i e f i n g  
conducted back a t  t h e  174 th  Av ia t ion  Coinpany was ve ry  vague. 
I have assumed t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  e i t h e r  MAGNO o r  M I L L I K I N  
conducted t h i s  b r i e f i n g  back a t  t h e  1'74th. The o p e r a t i o n ,  
and t o  a s s i s t  you i n  your  r e c a l l ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  a m u l t i -
company l i f t  i n  s u p p o r t  of Task Force  Barker  i n t o  two L Z ' s .  
Large i n  numbers of  h e l i c o p t e r s  i nvo lved ,  I say  l a r g e ,  
I mean more o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y .  They were hoping t o  g e t  
augmented and t h e y  d i d  i n  f a c t  g e t  n i n e  l i f t  s h i p s .  The 
aero-scout  company o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  1-23d Av ia t ion  3 a t t a l i o n  
was to s u p p o r t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and a s  you r e c a i i  the aero-
s c o u t s  g e n e r a l l y  p rov ided  a gun tealn, two s h i p s  and a s c o u t  
h e l i c o p t e r .  Three r i f l e  companies of  Task Force  Barker  w e r e  
t o  be i nvo lved  w i t h  a r t i l l e r y  p reps  f o r  each of  t h e  two 
LZ's. What I ' v e  t o l d  you is i n  e s s e n c e  what t h e  b r i e f i n g  
would have c o n s i s t e d  o f .  Does t h i s  h e l p  you r e c o l l e c t  o r  
can you r e c a l l  r e c e i v i n g  any b r i e f i n g  on 15 March? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  a b r i e f i n g .  W e  u s u a l l y  had one 
about  eve ry  clay. I t  wou ldn ' t  s t a n d  o u t .  

Q. On t h e  morning of  16 March, do you r e c a l l  your  
a c t i o n s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  My L a i  ( A )  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I was f l y i n g  t r ~ i lon Cap ta in  MCCFAKY. 
A s  f a r  as t h e  l i f t  went ,  t h e r e  was no problem up t h e r e .  
I t  w e n t .  i n  c o l d  and we, a s  u s u a l ,  suppor t ed  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
i n .  

Q If I may, cou ld  I i n t e r r u p t  you and t r y  t o  t r a c e  
it from t h e  beg inn ing  to t h e  end.  I may j u s t  p robekyou  
w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  on it. I unde r s t and  t l l a t  you w e r e  t h e n  f l y i n g  
trail s h i p  w i t h  Cap ta in  MCCRARY i n  t h e  l e a d .  D o  you r e c a l l  
who your  p i l o t  was? 

A. I c o u l d n ' t  on my own r e c o l l e c t . i o n  now. 

Q. Could it have been M r .  P'IESSLNGER? 

A .  I t  could  have been.  I x o u l d n ' t  c a r e  t o  say 
one way o r  t h e  o t h e r .  
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Mr. BURTON? 

Very p o s s i b l y .  

Q But you do r e c a l l  Captain MCCXARY be ing  i n  t h e  
lead s h i p ?  

I do. 

(2- And you do r e c a l l  be ing  i n  t h e  t r a i l  sh ip?  

A. Right .  

Q I would assume you were t h e  a i r c r a f t  commander 
of t h e  t r a i l  sh ip?  

A.  That 's a f f i r m a t i v e .  q; 

L;f 

Q What was your c a l l  s i g n  a t  t h i s  t ime? E--

A.  It  was e i t h e r  6 Alpha o r  3 .  I changed c a l l  Q 
s i g n s  a t  t h a t  time and I d o n ' t  know which one I was us ing  
on t h a t  day, f o r  s u r e .  

Q The informat ion  t h a t  we have i s  t h a t  t h e  Sharks 
took o f f  from base  camp a t  Duc Pho a f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  had 
depar ted  wi th  t h e  p lan  be ing  t o  jo in  wi th  t h e  s l i c k s  a f t e r  
they picked-up a t  LZ Dot t i e .  You were t o  j o i n  them j u s t  
south of LZ D o t t i e  and e s c o r t  them i n ?  

A.  Right ,  t h a t ' s  u s u a l l y  s t andard  procedure.  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  now, f l y i n g  nor th  t o  LZ D o t t i e  
t o  pick up t h e  s l i c k s ?  

A. Well, I ' m  n o t  going t o  say I d i d  because out-
s i d e  of t h e  i n c i d e n t s  r i g h t  a t  t h e  LZ and south  I cannot 
r e c o l l e c t  t o o  much of t h a t  d a y ' s  events .  

Q. The only infornlat ion t h a t  we have i s  t h a t  you
d i d  n o t  pick up t h e  s l i cks - - the  Sharks d i d  n o t  p ick  up 
t h e  s l i c k s  south  of LZ Dot t i e .  The s l i c k s  were l a t e  
g e t t i n g  o f f  of LZ Dot t i e .  The Sharks had t o  o r b i t  a few 
times over  LZ D o t t i e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  s l i c k s  t o  p u l l  o u t .  

A.  T h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  That happens q u i t e  o f t e n .  
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Q Nine s l i c k s  w e r e  Involved.  F ive  from t h e  Dolphins
and f o u r  from the R a t t l e r s .  Th.e s l i c k s  p u l l e d  o f f  and you 
accompanied them g e n e r a l l y  a long  Highway 1 sou th  t o  t h e  opera-
t i o n a l  a r e a .  I would l i k e  t o  show you a 1:50,000 map, E x h i b i t  
MAP-5 t o  t h e s e  proceedings ,  and f o r  o r i e n t a t i o n  purposes--

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on t h e  map.] 

Did you e v e r  work w i t h  a 1:25,000? 

A. Yeah, I have. More u s u a l l y .  

Q I show you a map, E x h i b i t  MAP-4, a 1:25,000 of t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a .  

(LTC PATTERSON o r i e n t e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  on the.map.1 

The in format ion  t h a t  w e  have i s :  you accompanied 
t h e  s l i c k s  s o u t h  t o  Highway 1, t u r n e d  n o r t h  g e n e r a l l y  over  t h e  
r i v e r ,  and carne up heading n o r t h ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  of  H i l l  85. Do 
you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h u s  f a r ?  

A. Like I say ,  I c a n ' t  because I j u s t  d i d  it t o o  
many t imes  t o  remember one s p e c i a l  i n c i d e n t .  

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  an a r t i l l e r y  p r e p  on t h e  LZ? 

A.  Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. 

Q.  What do you r e c a l l  about  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  prep?  

A .  Nothing. J u s t  a s t a n d a r d  p r e p  I b e l i e v e .  Usual ly  
l a s t e d  5 o r  10 minu te s ,  something a long  t h i s  l i n e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  where it landed on t h e  ground? 

A .  No, I was i n  f l i g h t .  I t  was a good d i s t a n c e  o f f .  
When it was going on I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n ,  a l though  
I do r e c a l l  t h e r e  was one going on. 

Q- We are t r y i n g  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether  any a r t i l l e r y  
went i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f  o r  i n t o  t h e  open a r e a .  

A .  I ' m  a f r a i d  I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  you t h a t  much. L i k e  I 
say  it w a s  going i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  Where it landed s p e c i f i c a l l y  
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you. 

Q.  Do you r e c a l l  th.e LZ? 
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A.  Vaguely, yes .  I b e l i e v e  it was--it  should  have 
been,  I t h i n k  wes t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  show you an a e r i a l  photo-
graph ,  ( E x h i b i t  P-1) s i r ,  of t h e  My L a i  ( 4 )  a r e a .  This  i s  My 
Lai  ( 4 ) .  H i l l  85 i s  r i g h t  h e r e .  This  t r a i l  t h a t  you s e e  going 
down through  h e r e  i s  t h e  road on t h e  map, Highway 521 t h a t  r u n s  
from P i n k v i l l e  t o  Quanq Plgai C i t y .  North ,  of cou r se ,  is o f f  
t o  t h e  t o p  c e n t e r  of t h e  photograph.  Do you r ecogn ize  t h i s  
photo a s  be ing  t h a t  of My La i  ( 4 )  ? 

Right .  

Q. Can you i n d i c a t e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph f o r  m e  
where t h e  LZ was? 

A .  A s  f a r  as I r e c a l l  I b e l i e v e  w e  dropped them i n  
about  r i g h t  i n  h e r e  somewhere. 

Q- J u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s .  

Q - You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an artillery
p r e p . . - D i d  t h e  gunsh ips ,  you and Captain  MCCRARY-makeany 
suppres s ion  runs?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  w e  d i d  and something l i k e  t h i s .  W e  
would have prepped t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f ,  which-we d i d  do. 

Q You d i d ?  

A .  Righ t ,  t h i s  i s  s t a n d a r d ,  more o r  less, when 
w e ' r e  going i n  t h e r e  l i k e  t h i s .  This  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  
f r i e n d l y  and i n  an a r e a  l i k e  t h i s  we do suppres s .  

Q Okay, l e t ' s  s o r t  a l l  t h i s  o u t .  F i r s t ,  w e r e  
you t h e  on ly  gun team suppress ing?  

A.  Right .  Q u i t e  p o s i t i v e ,  t h e  on ly  gun t e a m  sup-
p r e s s i n g .  

Q. So you have two gunsh ips ,  your  s h i p  and Captain  
MCCRARY 's? 

A. Right .  

1 0  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-230 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

0- Do you r e c a l l  t h e  a c t u a l  gunrun suppression? 

A. There again I c a n ' t  bacause i t ' s  j u s t  something 
t h a t  we d i d  p r a c t i c a l l y  every day. 

Q. Was it p r a c t i c a l l y  every day t h a t  you had two 
gunships suppor t ing  a nine-ship l i f t ?  

A.  For t h e  l a s t  month o r  s o  it had g o t t e n  t h a t  way, 
yes.  Our a v a i l a b i l i t y  had been taken qukte a b i t  down by 
previous a c t i o n .  

Q The records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  174th had only
t h r e e  gunships o p e r a t i o n a l  t h a t  day, two committed t o  t h i s  
mission. I f  you can r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  o r  t o  t h e  b e s t  of your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  where those  gun suppress ion  runs went i n  it 
would be most h e l p f u l .  

A .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  be ing  a s  t h e  way t h i s  i s  
l a i d  o u t .  I would assume t h a t  we both probably came i n  t h i s  
s i d e  and prepped along t h e  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  i t s e l f .  

Q. J u s t  t o  t h e  west of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A .  Yes, t h e  f l i g h t  was coming i n  t h i s  way. This  
would be t h e  only a r e a  t h a t  needed suppress ion ,  probably. 
Then again I won' t  say f o r  su re .  There might have been one 
on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  p r e c i s e l y .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  approach of the s l i c k s  t h e r e  
j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of 85, where they had t o  come around p r e t t y  
t i g h t  t o  m i s s  over f l y i n g  o r  f l y i n g  t o o  c l o s e  t o  85? 

A.  Yeah, I b e l i e v e  I do. H i l l  85 was a bad p lace .  

Q. I t ' s  a bad a r e a ?  

A.  I t ' s  a bad a r e a .  

Q We've had some testimony t h a t  i s  c o n f l i c t i n g
about' where you were suppressing.  Some say you suppressed 
t h i s  s i d e ,  t h e  west s i d e ,  some say you suppressed j u s t  
along h e r e ,  some say you suppressed on t h e  LZ i t s e l f .  
Recognizing what normal suppress ion  i s  we ' re  t r y i n g  t o  
a s c e r t a i n  what it was t h a t  day a s  opposed t o  what it 
should have been. 
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A .  Normally, something l i k e  t h i s ,  of course t h e r e  
i s  a h i l l  h e r e ,  very poss ib ly ,  more than l i k e l y  t h e r e  was 
one on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  coming i n  here'. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
f o r  s u r e  bu t  I would say t h a t  t h i s  i s  normally how it i s  
done even i f  t h e r e  i s  only two gunships. 

Q.  Would t h e r e  be any qualms about suppress ing  i n t o  
the  westernmost edge of t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

A.  No, I ' d  been up t h e r e  before .  I have no qualms 
a t  a l l  about it i f  I was on t h a t  s i d e .  

Q. Was the  gunship suppression planned i n  advance 
by you and Captain MCCRARY? 

A .  Most genera l ly  we do n o t  have t o  bo the r  d iscuss-
ing  th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  We've flown together  o f t e n  enough. I t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  we'd say "who's t a k i n g  what s i d e "  and t h a t ' s  about 
t h e  end of it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  how many suppression runs you made? 

A.  I t  was probably about two runs coming i n  wi th  a 
l i f t  breaking back around and again t ak ing  a f l i g h t  ou t .  
T h a t ' s  mostly genera l ly  how i t " s  done. 

Q. Would both of  t h ~ s eruns  been hot?  

A .  On t h i s  s i d e ,  poss ib ly  yes ,  because of t h e  v i l l a g e  
s i t t i n g  r i g h t  bes ide .  I won't  say f o r  sure .  This  i s  normally 
how it was done. I f  w e  d i d  it t h a t  day o r  n o t  I c a n ' t  say f o r  
sure .  

Q The journals  t h a t  we have i n d i c a t e  t h a t  touchdown 
was a t  0730 i n  the  morning preceeded by a three-minute a r t i l l e r y  
prep. Do you r e c a l l  where t h e  a r t i l l e r y  was coming from? 

A. Probably ou t  a t  Dot t i e .  I t  had t o  be ,  because 
t h e r e  were s l i c k s  coming down t h e  highway, t o  s t a y  o u t  of 
the  GT l i n e ,  an3 probably some from Uptight a l s o .  

Q. You cannot r e c a l l  for  su re?  

A.  No, I c a n ' t  say.  

Q Records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a r t i l l e r y  was only coming 
from Uptight.  The touchdown was a t  0750 and t h e  s l i c k s  
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depa r t ed .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I mentioned t h i s  b u t ,  t h e  s l i c k s  
w e r e  n i n e  s h i p s ,  v e e ' s  of t h r e e  i n  t r a i l  and a f t e r  they  
d e p a r t e d ,  went back t o  D o t t i e  f o r  a second l i f t  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t  i n t o  t h i s  LZ. Do you r e c a l l  your  a c t i o n s  
a f t e r  t h e  s l i c k s  depa r t ed?  

A.  W e l l ,  w e  e s c o r t e d  t h e  s l i c k s  up o u t  of danger ,  
I b e l i e v e .  Then w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  a r e a .  This  i s  s t a n d a r d  
p r a c t i c e  w i t h  us  a l o t  of t i m e s .  Like you say  w e  p u t  t h e  
t r o o p s  i n  h e r e .  Many t imes  when w e  do t h a t  w e  c a t c h  VC, 
e t  c e t e r a ,  t r y i n g  t o  evade t h e  a r e a  and g e t  away. I b e l i e v e  
w e  w e r e  back s c o u t i n g  t h e  a r e a .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  s c o u t s  
from t h e  123d Avia t ion  were i n  t h e  a r e a  y e t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
them then .  I t h i n k  they  may have been a l i t t l e  l a te  them-
s e l v e s ,  g e t t i n g  i n  t h a t  morning. 

Q The r eco rds  do i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  w e r e  a l i t t l e  
l a t e  a r r i v i n g  and d i d  i n  f a c t  m i s s  t h i s  f i r s t  touchdown a t  
0730. Now, do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  
occur red  w i t h  t h e  Sharks and/or t h e  people  on t h e  ground 
a f t e r  t h i s  f i r s t  l i f t  went i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  LZ? 

A .  Well,  I know we s h o t  a few i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  
know i f  it was a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  o r  n o t .  There was a 
couple  Captain  MCCRARY caught  h i d i n g  i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. 
They had weapons, p o t s  and were a t t empt ing  t o  h i d e  i n  the 
g r a s s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  we f lew overhead.  

Q Perhaps  I ' d  b e t t e r  ask you a g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n .  
Can you r e c a l l ,  t h a t  day,  how many s h o o t i n g  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  
Sharks  w e r e  involved  i n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s ?  

A.  There  was t h i s  one h e r e  and I b e l i e v e  he s h o t  
one down h e r e .  This  was l a t e r  on. They had a weapon. I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  weapon was e v e r  recovered .  I t h i n k  t h i s  
might have been--I t a k e  it back. I caught  one on t h e  edge 
w i t h  a pack on h i s  back. I t h i n k  w e  wounded him and he 
g o t  i n t o  a h o l e  on us .  

Q Then t h e r e  was t h r e e  i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A .  I t h i n k  only t h r e e .  

Q L e t ' s  t r y  t o  s o r t  them o u t  a s  f a r  a s  sequence 
and t ime and s o  on i f  w e  can.  I f  you can p u t  y o u r s e l f  
r i g h t  around a t  0730 i n  t h e  morning when t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  
depa r t ed .  The f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you r e c a l l  a f t e r  coming 
back over  t h e  a r e a  was which one of t h e s e  t h r e e ?  
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A. I t  would have been t h i s  one r i g h t  h e r e .  I 
r e c a l l  t h a t  one happened I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  
f l i g h t .  

Q We have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e ,  and j u s t  t o  a i d  
you i n  your  r e c a l l  t r y i n g  t o  s e t t l e  t imes ,  t h a t  ve ry  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  you a r r i v e d  back over  t h e  a r e a ,  h e r e ,  a f t e r  e s c o r t i n g  
t h e  s l i c k s  t h e  Warlords,  t h e  aero-scouts  a r r i v e d  on s t a t i o n  
and i n  f a c t  immediately t h e i r  s c o u t  b i r d  found a "dink" 
j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of  t h e  road i n  h e r e .  

A. I caii r e c a l l  t hey  were o p e r a t i n g  down i n  t h e r e  
somewhere. 

Q - Right  around H i l l  85, j u s t  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge
of H i l l  85. The n o r t h e a s t e r n  edge and about  t h i s  sarne 
t i m e  you f o l k s ,  t h e  Sharks ,  w e r e  involved w i t h  t h e  
shoo t ing  i n c i d e n t .  A s  t h e  Warlords were making their gun-
runs  was t h e r e  any concern as f a r  as you a l l  w e r e  concerned 
about  your  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Right .  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h e  t ime we  had a 
l i t t l e  argument over  t h e  a i r  because they  w e r e  making t h e i r  
runs  and when Captain  MCCRARY engaged some i n d i v i d u a l  down 
he re  t hey  made some remark, and they  were spending q u i t e  a 
b i t  of ordnance j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  k i l l  j u s t  one "d ink ."  

Q And you r e c a l l  about  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  you o r  
Captain  MCCRARY were j u s t  t o  t h e  sou th  of  521? 

A. Yes, it was about  t h e  same t i m e ,  because I can 
r e c a l l - - I  know I exchanged words w i th  him. W e  were b o t h  
p r e t t y  w e l l  i n  t h e  same v i c i n i t y .  I t  w a s  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  
t i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  where Capta in  MCCRARY was? Can 
you p o i n t  o u t  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph where he w a s  engaging 
i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. R igh t ,  I b e l i e v e  it could  have been r i g h t  around 
i n  h e r e  somewhere, i f  I recall .  I t ' s  a sma l l  d i t c h  w i t h  a 
hedge l i n e  running t h e r e  and we seen  t h i s  guy jump i n t o  it 
wi th  a weapon. 

The w i t n e s s  i s  p o i n t i n g  t o  an a r e a  due sou th  of 
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My La i  and about  85 me te r s  s o u t h l o £  Highway 521 and t h e  
j unc t ion  of t h e  nor th-south t r a i l  of My L a i .  E1or your i n f o r -
mat ion,  s i r ,  t h e  s c a l e  of t h i s  map i s  1 i n c h  e q u a l s  approx-
imate ly  85 meters  and as  you r e c a l l  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  would you 
i n d i c a t e  on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph where you saw o r  where you 
t h i n k  t h e  Warlords were engaging t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  it was up i n  he re  somewhere. I t h i n k ,  
more o r  l e s s  l i k e  a draw and t h i s  is  where t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
had gone t o .  I t h i n k  it was up i n  h e r e  somewhere. 

Q =  The w i t n e s s  i s  p o i n t i n g  t o  an a r e a  s o u t h  of 
Highway 521 approximately  100 meters .  We ' l l  p u t  t h e s e  on 
an a e r i a l  photograph a t  a l a t e r  t ime.  I£  you w i l l  mark it 
and w e ' l l  i n t r o d u c e  it a s  an e x h i b i t .  NOW, your  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t i m e ,  cou ld  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  have been t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it was. I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h i s  
was t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  over  h e r e  because I r e c a l l  t h e  t r o o p s  
w e r e  a ways from them a s  w e  w e r e  going t o  them. I t h i n k  
a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t  had gone i n  t h e r e  t hey  had no t  reached 
t h i s  a r e a  y e t .  

Q Would you d e s c r i b e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  you a r e  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A .  Well,  I say  w e  e s c o r t e d  t h e  f l i g h t  o u t .  W e  came 
back i n .  I t h i n k  we were reconning t h e  v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  a c c i -
d e n t a l l y  f lew over  h e r e  and Captain  MCCRARY s p o t t e d  t h e s e  two 
i n d i v i d u a l s  crouching i n  t h e  r i c e  paddy. The r i c e  was about  
2 o r  3 f e e t  h igh .  They were crouching down. These i n d i v i -
d u a l s  were p a r t  of a u n i t  we were f a m i l i a r  w i th .  They had 
a h a b i t  of wear ing a b l u e  a s c o t .  They a r e  q u i t e  easy t o  
p i c k  o u t .  We s p o t t e d  them. Like I s a y ,  t hey  d i d  have 
weapons, packs ,  and a l l  t h a t  on. I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  
q u i t e  w e l l  because Captain  MCCRARY was engaging them w i t h  
h i s  doorgun. A l l  of sudden he backed o f f  r e a l  qu i ck  because 
he s p o t t e d  one of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a grenade a t t a c h e d  
t o  h i s  b e l t .  He had exper ienced  one o t h e r  t ime a round 
h i t t i n g  one and going o f f  on him. I remember t h a t  q u i t e  
v i v i d l y  i n  my mind. 

Q. Can you mark on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph where you 
t h i n k  t h i s  was? 
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A. It should have been r i g h t  i n  here .  I can r e c a l l  
bezng between a l a r g e  h2.11 and a smal ler  one and I ' m  p r e t t y  
s u r e  t h i s  is  it. 

Q We have previous  testimony from t h e  ground
forces  t h a t  they subsequent ly po l i ced  up weapons from t h i s  
engagement. The o t h e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  r a t h e r  than  j u s t  t o  
t h e  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  it was somewhere i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  
up near one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  t r e e  l i n e s .  This  i s  an a r e a  nor th  
of t h e  v i l l a g e .  That does n o t  agree ,  I assume, w i t h  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

A. I may be mistaken. I was th inking  w e  were i n  
a small  r i c e  paddy a r e a  between two v i l l a g e s .  I was th ink ing  
t h i s  was where it was a t  because t h e r e  was a smal l  d i t c h ,  you 
know, on one s i d e  of it. Captain MCCRARY and I were debat ing  
t h e  f a c t ,  because we were g e t t i n g  impat ient  wi th  t h e  ground 
t roops ,  whether t o  p o l i c e  them up ourse lves .  

Q This  v i l l a g e  t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  could 
n o t  have been the  v i l l a g e  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. I d o n r t  b e l i e v e  so .  I t  wasn ' t  t h a t  f a r  from t h e  
LZ area .  

Q. I ' m  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  l ead  you i n t o  any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
o t h e r  than t o  t r y  t o  be a s  su re  a s  we can. I would l i k e  t o  
show you an obl ique  photograph, Exh ib i t  P-45, which is an 

' a e r i a l  view of My Lai  ( 4 )  looking from west t o  e a s t  taken 
a t  an a l t i t u d e  of about 1000 f e e t .  

A. I would s t i l l  have t o  say t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r e a  
because I know it wasn ' t  f a r  from the  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  
and we were f u r t h e r  toward t h a t  h i l l .  I would almost have 
t o  swear t h a t  t h i s  i s  where it took p lace  because t h i s  i s  t h e  
r i c e  paddy a r e a  and it was s h o r t  r i c e .  I ' d  say about 2 o r  3 
f e e t  high. 

Q And how many Vietnamese d i d  you s e e  o r  d i d  you 
engage t h e r e ?  

A. There were two of them hid ing  i n  t h e r e .  Those 
were the  only two h o s t i l e s  t h a t  we saw i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. And you i n d i c a t e d  Captain MCCRARY engaged them? 
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A .  That  he d id .  He was lead  and i n  a sense  he had 
s p o t t e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  is q u i t e  normal f o r  l ead  t o  do 
t h e  engaging. They were engaged s o l e l y  wi th  t h e  doorgun. 

Q. Did your s h i p  engage t h i s  t a r g e t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I don' t  be l i eve  I d i d  because he 
was c i r c l i n g  down lower than I was, and I was s t a y i n g  up 
h igher  and o u t s i d e  of him t o  cover f o r  him. 

Q NOW, i f  we may leave  t h a t  i n c i d e n t  and go t o  
t h e  one which you ind ica ted  e a r l i e r ,  t o  t h e  south of 521 
approximately 100 meters.  Could you t e l l  us about t h a t  
i n c i d e n t  p lease?  

A .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether t h i s  was a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  
o r  second l i f t .  I th ink  it may have been a f t e r  t h e  second 
one because I r e c a l l  t roops deseending down i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  
I be l i eve .  

Q. Now you a r e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  ground t roops
moving south  of My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A .  Right ,  t h e r e  were s t a r t i n g  t o  move on south.  
Captain MCCRARY, a s  I say ,  was leading .  I b e l i e v e  I heard 
him say he had one h id ing  i n  a hedgerow with a weapon, before  
he engaged him and k i l l e d  him. I saw t h a t  the  i n d i v i d u a l  
was dead and took o f f .  

Q. How d i d  he engage t h i s  ind iv idua l?  

A.  Doorgun. 

Q- With a doorgum? 

A .  Many t imes we d i d  t h i s .  With s i n g l e  ind iv idua l s  
o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  

Q. A s  I understand you d i d  n o t  make any gunruns o r  
f i r i n g  passes ,  e i t h e r  Shark l ead  o r  yourse l f?  

A.  Outside t h e  prep t h e r e  were none. 

Q. N o  rocke t s  f i r e d  o r  minigun f i r e ?  

A .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  I t  was f a i r l y  s tandard  

(DOERSAM) APP T-230 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

procedure w i t h  u s  I n  engagi'ng s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  very 
small  groups l i k e  t h a t .  They were usua l ly  more i n t e n t  i n  
t r y i n g  t o  evade than anything e l s e ,  bu t  never the less  you 
don ' t  want t o  l o s e  s i g h t  of them s o  we would j u s t  main ta in  
o r b i t s  around them--tight c i r c l e s  and l e t  t h e  doorguns 
engage them. I t ' s  more e f f e c t i v e  f i r e  tha t .way ,  wi th  b e t t e r  
r e s u l t s  and w i t h  a  minimum amount of expendure. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  south of 
521? Did you have anything unusual down t h e r e ?  

A. We l e f t  t h i s  a rea .  We came back next  t ime and 
t h e r e  was a c i v i l i a n  l ay ing  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  one o r  two. 

Q C i v i l i a n s  l ay ing  t h e r e ?  

Dead, r i g h t ,  and t h e  Warlords accused us  of it. 

Q You're p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  junct ion of 521 and t h e  
north-south t r a i l .  

A. Right.  Right i n  here .  There were one o r  two 
c i v i l i a n s  l a y i n g  dead t h e r e .  This was a f t e r  we engaged t h i s  
and came back again.  

Q. What d i d  you come back f o r ?  

A. To scou t  t h e  a r e a  again and see  i f  t h e r e  was any-
t h i n g  e l s e  moving around the re .  I can r e c a l l  t h e  Warlords 
accusing us of shoot ing  c i v i l i a n s ,  and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  anyone 
e l s e .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e  ground troops--they might have been 
up i n  here  a t  t h i s  t ime. I ques t ion  t ime, W e  made counter  
accusa t ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  Warlords. How they w e r e  k i l l e d  I 
d o n ' t  know. I can r e c a l l  one o r  two of them t h a t  were l y i n g  
t h e r e ,  t h a t  were k i l l e d .  

Q. AS I understand it from what you s a i d  your s h i p  
d id  n o t  engage t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t  down t h e r e ?  

A .  No, I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  because l eads  engaging. The 
t r a i l  u sua l ly  s t a y s  up h igher  o u t s i d e  and c i r c l e s  and provides 
cover f o r  him. 

Q Would you desc r ibe  t h e  manner i n  which Captain 
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MCCRARY engaged h i s  t a r g e t ?  

A. He j u s t  s p o t t e d  t h e  t a r g e t  and s t a r t e d  t o  make 
a t i g h t  c i r c l e  around. I assume t h a t  he  was making a s m a l l  
r i g h t  hand t i g h t  c i r c l e ,  s i n c e  he was f l y i n g  r i g h t  s e a t ,  s o  
he could  keep an eye on it ,  himself--on t h e  t a r g e t  down t h e r e .  
The doorgunner on t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  engaged him. 

Q. Was he f l y i n g  low? 

A. Reasonably, yes .  

Q How h igh  would you say?  

A. Probably 100 f e e t  o r  less. 

Q- You, d i d  n o t  s e e  h i s  s h i p  making a gunrun? 

A. I was s t a y i n g  h i g h  o u t s i d e  him. He w a s  making 
t i g h t  o r b i t s .  

Q. A t  t h e  t ime he was down t h e r e  were t h e  Warlords 
engaging t h e i r  t a r g e t ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  I r e c a l l  t h i n g s  were g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  
t i g h t  around t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Q Did you n o t i c e  t h e  ground t r o o p s ,  where t hey  were ,  
a t  t h e  t i m e  Capta in  MCCRARY was engaging h i s  t a r g e t ?  

A.  No, t hey  were moving i n  h e r e  somewhere. 

Q- Moving t o  t h e  sou th?  

A. They w e r e  coming sou th .  

Q- From My Lai?  

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was probably a f t e r  w e  engaged t h i s  t h a t  
t h e  s l i c k s  were coming back i n  aga in .  W e  had t o  d e p a r t  s t a t i o n  
and e s c o r t  them back i n .  

Q T h i s  must have been t h e n  b e f o r e  t h e  second l i f t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  i t ' s  k ind  of  hazy. W e  might have s h o t  t h e s e  
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and then  come down. W e  made a f a s t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  over t h e  
a r e a ,  completely around t h e r e .  We might have caught t h i s  
one r i g h t  away, a t  t h e  same time. I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re .  
Things a r e . k i n d  of fuzzy about t h a t .  

Q Other than  t h e  ground t roops ,  t h e  f r i e n d l y  U.S. 
infantrymen, and t h e  ind iv idua l  with t h e  weapon south  of t h e  
road was t h e r e  any o t h e r  people? 

A .  C i v i l i a n s  moving ou t  down t h i s  t r a i l .  Q u i t e  a 
number of them. 

Q. Moving down t h e  t r a i l ,  521? 

A.  Right ,  they were moving down 521. 

Q. And t o  t h e  southwest? 

A.  Right. 

Q. Were any moving t o  t h e  nor theas t?  

A. Outside of t h e  one I engaged up t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  
pack, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  There might have been a few more coming 
ou t  t h i s  way. 

Q. Across t h e  r i c e  paddies .  Your p o i n t i n g  t o  an 
a r e a  e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 )  and a r e  po in t ing  e a s t  and nor theas t .  

A .  They were heading t h i s  way, away from t h e  LZ. 

Q When Captain MCCRARY was down there engaging t h i s  
s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e  were a l o t  of c i v i l i a n s  on t h e  ground. 

A .  Right ,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a number of them moving 
down t h i s  way, down t h e  t r a i l .  Most of them were along t h e  
t r a i l ,  down i n  t h e r e ,  moving t o  t h e  southwest. 

Q Are you convinced t h a t  t h e r e  were no gunruns 
made as such, miniguns? 

A .  We ourse lves  d i d  n o t  make runs o u t s i d e  t h e  i n i t i a l  
preps.  W e  had g o t  i n t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of hard ly  eve r  doing it. 

Q. "Ourselves,"  you ' re  r e f e r r i n g  t o  both  Shark gun-
s h i p s ?  
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A. Right .  

Q. Did you see any of t h e  rounds of t h e  Warlords 
overshoot  t h e  a r e a ,  where they  w e r e  shoo t ing?  

A. No, I wasn ' t  paying t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  wh.at 
they  were doing.  The on ly  one I could r e c a l l ,  we made t h e  
remark they  w e r e  spending a l o t  of ordnance f o r  one "d ink ,"  
which w a s  n o t  t o o  much o u t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y .  

Q Did you s e e  t h e  ground t r o o p s  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  
along--around 521? 

A. They e v e n t u a l l y  g o t  up t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  ye s .  

Q - You saw them on 521 o r  down i n  the v i c i n i t y ?  

A .  Righ t ,  it may have been a f t e r  t h i s  second l i f t  
when I w a s  coming e a s t .  That  was when we s h o t  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  
I t  might have been a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t .  I can r e c a l l  going 
back down around t h i s  a r e a  which might have been a f t e r  t h e  
second l i f t .  The ground t r o o p s  were moving up t h i s  way. 

Q Moving down on 521? 

A. They w e r e  coming down t h i s  way, r i g h t .  

Q. Down i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  conf luence  of 
the nor th-south  t r a i l  o u t  of .My L a i  and 521. 

A. R igh t .  

Q. Did you see any of t h e  ground t r o o p s  shoo t  any
c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  Ac tua l  s h o o t i n g  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i f  
t h a t  took p l a c e .  A l l  I can r e c a l l  i s  two c i v i l i a n s  l y i n g  
dead a f t e r  w e  came back one t i m e .  How they  were k i l l e d ,  I 
d o n ' t  know. 

Q =  Did Captain  MCCRARY say  anyth ing  over  t h e  r a d i o  
t o  you concern ing  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  ground t r o o p s  o r  
how t h e  c i v i l i a n s  might have been k i l l e d ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  any. I mean t h e r e  i s  some 
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. doubt i n  my mind a t  the t i m e .  T h e  Warlords made t h e  comment 
t h a t  one of  t h e  Sharks  was shoo t ing  c i v i l i a n s  and I t h i n k  we  
might have made a coun te r  s t a t e m e n t  t o  them. I t  p o s s i b l y  
could have been them because w e  l e f t  and t h e y  w e r e  t h e  on ly  
ones l e f t  around.  

Q- That  was l a te r  on i n  t h e  day I assume. 

A.  I t  could  have been. 

Q Iqith r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  w e  have 
every  reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  sequence of  e v e n t s  concern-
i n g  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  occur red  something l i k e  fo l lows .  The 
0730  touchdown a t  t h e  LZ. The Sharks  e s c o r t e d  t h e  s l i c k s  
t o  a l t i t u d e ,  came back around making a sweep around My La i  
( 4 ) .  The f i r s t  s i g h t i n g  by a Shark was t h e  one t o  t h e  s o u t h  
of 521. Shark l e a d  engaged h i s  t a r g e t  such as you have de-
s c r i b e d  and about  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i s  when t h e  Warlords p icked  
up and s t a r t e d  t h e i r  gunruns. Shark l e a d ,  Capta in  MCCRARY, 
f e l t  t h a t  he s a w  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a t a l l  Vietnamese, on Road 
521 and proceeding  s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  hedgerow where h e  f i n a l l y  
d i d  c a t c h  up w i t h  him and engage him. While he  was s t i l l  
doing t h i s  you were a t  a l t i t u d e  accord ing  t o  what w e  b e l i e v e  
and what you t e s t i f i e d  t o .  The Warlords were a t  t h i s  t i m e  
making gunruns and t h i s  i s  when t h e  i n i t i a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  
between t h e  Warlords gunship and t h e  Shark gunsh ips  t r a n s -
p i r e d  over  t h e  a i r  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t  and b e f o r e  t h e  
second l i f t  went i n t o  the f i r s t  LZ. For q u a l i f i c a t i o n  can 
you t e l l  us  t h e  g e n e r a l  gunrun f l i g h t  p a t h  f o r  t h e  Warlord 
a i r c r a f t ?  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e y  were making t h e i r  runs ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
n o r t h  t o  sou th  i n  h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h e  r ea son  why w e  were 
having t r o u b l e  was because they  were making a r igh t -hand  
sweep toward us which would have taken  them away from us .  
They w e r e  coming i n  making t h e  run  t h i s  way b reak ing  around 
back t h i s  way. 

Q. They've i n d i c a t e d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t hey  made t h e i r  
gunruns from n o r t h e a s t  t o  southtlrest, g e n e r a l l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  
Road 521, w i t h  a r i g h t  break.  

A.  I t  could  have been.  I know they  w e r e  going down 
and b reak ing  o f f  and w e r e  get t ing--because I w a s  c i r c l i n g  
o u t s i d e  of Capta in  MCCRARY h e r e  and it was caus ing  m e  t o  have 
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t o  s h u f f l e  o f f  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  west t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e  way. 

Q Looking a t  t h i s ,  i f  they were making t h e i r  
gunruns l i k e  s o  and Captain MCCRARY was h e r e ,  t h e  d i spe r s ion  
of t h e i r  rocke t s  and rounds would have caused some concern, 
and e s p e c i a l l y  i f  they would have made a r i g h t  breakoff of 
t h e i r  f i r i n g  pa ths .  Does t h a t  agree wi th  what you r e c o l l e c t ?  

A. Right ,  t h ings  were g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  t i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  

Q We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  when t h e  
coordina t ion  occurred,  "We're j u s t  50 meters south  of t h e  
521. We've g o t  a "dink" down he re . "  The Warlords s a i d ,  
,"Roger, w e ' l l  go r i g h t  p a s t  you." Then it became a l i t t l e  
t i g h t  wi th  t h e  rockets  a s  f a r  a s  Captain MCCRARY being low 
and i n  a t i g h t  slow o r b i t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  h i s  "dink." Then he 
pu l l ed  out  of t h e r e  t o  l e t  t h e  Warlords go. The Warlords 
s a i d ,  "No, we'" p u l l  ou t  and keep ou t  of t h e  way." About 
t h i s  time i s  when he d i d ,  a f t e r  engaging t h i s  t a r g e t ,  is  
when t h e  s p o t t i n g  of t h e  second i n c i d e n t  somewhere i n  t h e  
nor th  o r  t h e  e a s t  p a r t  of My Lai ( 4 ) .  The Vietnamese i d e n t i -
f i e d  as VC were s igh ted  and engaged and i n  f a c t  we have 
reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  were two a s  you have ind ica ted .  

A .  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I may have been turned around. 
I was th ink ing  t h a t  t h i s  t r a n s p i r e d  be fo re  t h i s  d id .  I t  may 
n o t  have happened. I wasn ' t  going t o  b e t  too  much e i t h e r  
way. 

Q. Okay, these  two t h a t  were engaged h e r e ,  a f t e r ,  
i f  t h i s  i s  s o  a s  I have i n d i c a t e d ,  the  two t h a t  were engaged 
t o  t h e  e a s t  of My Lai ( 4 )  o r  whatever it was I presume you 
marked t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  south of t h e  road o r  someone 
marked him. Did Captain MCCRARY mark him with smoke? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  he put  smoke down t h e r e .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  t he  c o l o r  by any chance? 

A.  No, I cou ldn ' t .  

Q- What c o l o r  smokes d i d  you use t o  mark? Any color?  

A.  J u s t  about any co lo r .  We d i d n ' t  use green too  
much. I t  wasn ' t  t h a t  easy t o  pickup. Probably red  o r  v i o l e t .  

(DOERSAM) 23  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-230 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Yellow w a s  p r e t t y  good f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

Q Okay. Capta in  MCCRARY has  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a f t e r  
t h i s  he p u l l e d  o u t ,  t h e  Warlords w e r e  s o r t  of up o u t  of t h e  
way. and engaged t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  wh i l e  t h e  ground t r o o p s  
were proceeding  sou th  t o  p ick  up your  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t ,  your  
f i r s t  k i l l .  A f t e r  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  two t h a t  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as 
having weapons and g e a r ,  a s  you 've  t e s t i f i e d ,  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  
t hen  marked s o  t h a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  r i f l e  company could  come 
over  and p o l i c e  up t h e s e  weapons. Do you r e c a l l ,  was t h e r e  
any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  ground f o r c e s  t o  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  
p o s i t i o n s ?  

A. More e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h i s .  I can recall  t h a t .  

Q The one t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

A.  I t h i n k  t h e  C&C h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  command and 
c o n t r o l  h e l i c o p t e r  might have f i n a l l y  gone i n  t o  p i c k  t h o s e  
UP * 

Q- But t h e r e  was some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  somebody 
t h e r e  t o  make t h e  conf i rmat ion?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q Nei the r  of  t h e s e  two i n c i d e n t s  were gunruns made 
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  employment of miniguns o r  r o c k e t s ?  

A. ~ 0 t hby doorgun. 

Q About t h i s  t ime ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e s e  two w e r e  
k i l l e d ,  w e  have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  when t h e  second l i f t  
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  LZ t hey  aga in  landed from sou th  t o  n o r t h  on a 
n o r t h e r l y  heading and I assume t h a t  you probably  broke o f f  
from t h e s e  two i n c i d e n t s  which were completed and e s c o r t e d  
s l i c k s .  Does t h a t  go a long  w i t h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

(Witness nodded i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e . )  
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I suppose you w e r e  d r y  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

R igh t ,  w e  s t a y e d  dry .  

You e s c o r t e d  them o u t  t o  a l t i t u d e  and then  came 
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back over t h e  a r e a  and probably. went t o  check t o  s e e  about 
the  p o l i c i n g  of your weapons and s o  on. Does t h i s  agree 
with your r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. Yes. 

Q .  DO you r e c a l l  whether they  had been--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, none of them. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
any of them had been checked y e t .  

Q .  The ground f o r c e s  had n o t  checked e i t h e r  of t h e  
two? 

A, W e  were s o r t  of i r r i t a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  They
hadn ' t  go t  t o  e i t h e r  of these  a reas .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  where t h e  Warlords were a t  t h i s  
time? Do you r e c a l l  s ee ing  them? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  they were s t i l l  down i n  t h i s  a r e a  he re .  
I b e l i e v e  they were. They were s t i l l  opera t ing  around i n  
he re  o r  ou t  i n  h e r e ,  somewhere i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q. To t h e  e a s t  of 85? 

A.  E a s t  and sou theas t .  

Q The s l i c k s  were going somewhere. Where were they
going? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. No, I d o n ' t .  

Q- We have . reason t o  b e l i e v e  they were going back 
t o  pickup t h e  second u n i t .  

A .  A f t e r  they l e f t  he re  the  f i r s t  time? 

Q There were two l i f t s  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a ,  i n t o  the  LZ 
west of My Lai  (4). Then they were going t o  a PZ t o  pickup 
and go i n  and s t a r t  a l i f t  i n t o  a second LZ. Do you r e c a l l  
t h i s ?  

A .  No, I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I can. 

Q. L e t  me see  i f  I can h e l p  you r e f r e s h  your memory. 
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There was a second LZ and something p e c u l i a r  happened a t  t h i s  
second LZ w i t h  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  t roops .  
There was an a r t i l l e r y  prep and t h e  s l i c k s  were making t h e i r  
approach. Do you r e c a l l  anything unusual? I ' m  assuming t h a t  
the  Sharks accompanied t h e  s l i c k s  i n t o  t h e  second LZ. 

A .  yes ,  we would have'. 

Q - That would have been normal--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  Right.  

But I presume you don ' t  r e c a l l  it s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

A .  NO,  I c a n ' t ,  

Q The a r t i l l e r y  was l a t e  i n  s h u t t i n g  o f f .  The 
s l i c k s  had t o  make a misapproach, a go-around. Nine s l i c k s ,  
I assume accompanied by two Sharks,  probably one on t h e  e a s t  
and one on t h e  west making a go-around, t u r n i n g  t o  the--
making an approach from sou th  t o  nor th  and tu rn ing  t o  t h e  
e a s t  i n  t h e  go-around. The reason I mention t h i s  a s  being 
p e c u l i a r  is  because I ,  a s  a h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t ,  can env i s ion  a 
gaggle of h e l i c o p t e r s  and some concern about g e t t i n g  formed 
up again ,  g e t t i n g  organized,  g e t t i n g  back a i r  speed, e t  
c e t e r a .  This d o e s n ' t  seem t o  r i n g  any b e l l  t o  you? 

A.  No, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I t  happens t o o  o f t e n ,  I 
guess ,  to--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  At any r a t e  t h e r e  they  went i n t o  
t h e  second LZ f i n a l l y  a f t e r  the. a r t i l l e r y  was s h u t  o f f .  Do 
you r e c a l l  where t h i s  second LZ was by chance? 

A.  I th ink  it w a s  up in t h i s  area. 

Q Your p o i n t i n g  t o  where your two "dinks" were. 
J u s t  t o  t h e  nor th  of there.. 

A .  I th ink  we pu t  them- r i g h t , o u t  i n  here .  I wouldn ' t  
want t o  say f o r  s u r e .  I j u s t  cou1dn''t r e c a l l .  

Q The records  ind ic , a t e  t h a t  t h e  second- LZ' was 
f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  e a s t  i n  a dry  a r e a  genera l ly  along 521, and 
t h e  a r e a  on t h i s  MAP-4, j u s t  t o  t h e  west of P i n k v i l l e  and 
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and s o u t h  of 521. On t h e  go-around t h e  s l i c k s  went o u t  
o v e r  t h e  c o a s t  and came back around.  A d r y  f i e l d .  NO 

r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. N O ,  I d o n ' t  recal l .  

Q The r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  occu r red  a t  0815--
0820 i n  t h e  morning and t h e  l i f t ,  t h e  second l i f t  i n t o  t h i s  
LZ, t h e  second LZ,  was completed a t  0827. W e  a l s o  feel  t h a t  
t h e  second l i f t  came o u t  of LZ Up t igh t .  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  I c a n ' t  g i v e  any s o r t  of  r e c o l -
l e c t i o n  on it. 

Q J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  I assume you were moni tor ing  
t h e  Task Force  Barker  command n e t  a s  w e l l  as your  VHF a i r  t o  
a i r  and your  UHF a i r  t o  a i r  between t h e  l i f t  s h i p s  and your-
s e l f .  The Warlords appeared j u s t  b e f o r e  t h i s  second l i f t  
o p e r a t i o n  was go ing  on--reappeared i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  H i l l  85. They had some a c t i v i t y  t h e r e .  D o  
you r e c a l l  any th ing  t h a t  t h e  Warlords w e r e  doing? 

A. Outs ide  t h e i r  one engaqement on t h e  h i l l  down 
t h e r e  I c a n ' t  s ay  I r e c a l l  any th ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t hey  
d i d .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  c a l l  s i g n s  
appear ing  on your  command n e t ?  

A .  Not s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no. The on ly  t h i n g  I can 
r e c a l l  about  t h e  Warlords i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  t hey  made t h e  
a c c u s a t i o n ,  more o r  l e s s ,  w e  k i l l e d  t h e s e  c i v i l i a n s  he re .  
That  i s  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  r e a l l y  scuck o u t .  

Q. We have reason  t o  b e i i e v e  t h a t  a C&C s h i p  from 
h i g h e r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  appeared on t h e  scene  and i d e n t i f i e d  a 
l a r g e  number of people  l e a v i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  a long  
521. The C&C s h i p  i n d i c a t e d  they  wanted t h e  Warlords t o  
look them ove r .  The Warlords d i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  send t h e  S k e e t e r  
b i r d ,  t h e  s c o u t  h e l i c o p t e r  over  t h e r e  and they  i d e n t i f i e d  a 
couple  of  mi l i t a ry -aged  males and s e p a r a t e d  them. Hovering 
low and o u t  of t h e  way. Does t h i s  jog your  memory any? 

A.  No, n o t  a f t e r  ou r  a c t i o n  down t h e r e .  

Q - W e  a l s o  have r ea son  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  C&C 
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h e l i c o p t e r  went down t o  p i c k  t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  up and p u t  
them aboard t h e  h e l i c o p t e r .  

A.  Very poss ib ly .  They had a h a b i t  of doing t h a t  
q u i t e  o f t en .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l ?  

A.  No, I j u s t  d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it. 

Q I ' m  t r y i n g  to--the reason I ' m  t e l l i n g  you t h e s e  
th ings  is t o  t r y  t o  s e e  i f  I can unlock from your mind any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you d o n ' t  t h ink  you know r i g h t  not< b u t  might come 
back t o  you. These tigo ind iv idua l s  were s t r i p p e d  t o  t h e  
waist--taken o f f  t h e i r  s h i r t s .  Also r i g h t  around t h e  t i m e  
of t h e  second LZ t h e  go-around and t h e  missed a r t i l l e r y ,  t h e  
Warlords a l s o  g o t  involved i n  anoizher a c t i o n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of H i l l  85. Do you r e c a l l  anything a b ~ u ct h a t ?  

A. NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q The discovery of mortar  tubes ,  mortar  rounds? 

A.  Okay. Right ,  I t ake  t h g t  back. Right on t o p  of 
t h e  h i l l  i t s e l f  I be l i eve .  

Q Can you t e l l  us anything about it? 

A. 1 can r e c a l l  them saying they s p o t t e d  mortar  
tubes .  I b e l i e v e  they had t h e i r  oyn s l i c k  alqng w i t h  this 
blue  team, we c a l l e d  it. I b e l i e v e  they dropped it on to^ 
of  the  h i l l  t o  p o l i c e  t h e  s t u f f  up. 

Q This co inc ides  ! ~ i t hwhat we b e l i e v e ,  They had--
do you r e c a l l  how many s l i c k s ?  

A .  Normally, I only brovght one wi th  me. I d o n ' t  
know i f  we had more than one t h a t  day o r  not .  

Q .  We've had testimony i ~ d i c a t i n g&ere w e r e  t h r e e .  
They made an approach from south  t o  nor th .  This  s l i c k  
c o u l d n ' t  put  h i s  t roops  on t h e  g-round. The o t h e r  two d i d  
and t h e  t roops  w e r e  on t h e  ground and subsequent ly discovered 
t h a t  i n s t e a d  of mortar tubes t h e r e  were 60 mi l l ime te r  m o ~ t a r  
rounds which were subsequent ly destroyed i n  p lace .  
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A. I can r e c a l l  somethhg  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. When they  p u t  these  t roops  on t h e  ground, i n  your
mind, i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t ime,  was t h i s  a f t e r  the  two i n c i d e n t s  
of t h e  Sharks? 

A. I b e l i e v e  so.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was. 

Q Was t h i s  be fo re  t h e  t h i r d  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  
g o t  t o  y e t  where you ind ica ted  you engaged--

( In te rpos ing)  This  i n d i v i d u a l  o u t  he re?  

Q- Y e s .  

A.  This  happened I th ink  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h i s  d i d .  It  
happened a l l  about t h e  same time sequence. I would say 
wi th in  15 o r  20 minutes. This  a l l  took p lace  h e r e .  

Q I see. Was Shark l ead  engaged i n  t h i s  one o u t  
h e r e  to?  

A. I t  was s t r i c t l y  me. I s p o t t e d  t h i s  one i n d i v i d u a l  
and he t o l d  me t o  go ahead. I b e l i e v e  we g o t  him b u t  he ,  l i k e  
I say ,  he was only  wounded and g o t  i n  a hole  o u t  t h e r e  some-
where up p r e t t y  c lose  around P i n k v i l l e  i t s e l f .  

Q- Where was Shark l ead  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. 1 b e l i e v e  he was holding back f u r t h e r .  He was a 
l i t t l e  t o  t h e  west of where I was a t .  I ' d  seen t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  
I broke o f f  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  sou th  t o  engage him and he was 
holding back a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  west .  I t  was s t i l l  more o r  l e s s  
i n  t h e  same a r e a .  

Q You're po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  a cons iderable  d i s t a n c e  
e a s t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Right.  I s p i e d  him somewhere along t h i s  t r a i l  
here .  

Q. You're po in t ing  t o  521. 

A. H e  was moving o u t  I be l i eve .  He had a pack on. 
I was p u t t i n g  it ou t  a t  a p r e t t y  good c l i p .  I had t h e  crew 
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chief  engage him. The crew ch ie f  o r  doorgunner. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  which. A s  I r e c a l l  we wounded him i n  t h e  l e g  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  and he had g o t t e n  t o  a bunker and gone i n s i d e .  

Q Can you g ive  me any coordina te  l o c a t i o n s  o r  p o i n t s  
s o  w e  can i n d i c a t e  where your po in t ing  t o  he re?  

A. I t  would have been, I b e l i e v e ,  r i g h t  i n  he re  
somewhere. 

Q. A 1 1  r i g h t .  Let  me read t h e  coordina tes  f o r  t h e  
record .  I t ' s  7 3 3  what? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  t h e r e  q~mgwhere. 

Q. Did you make a f i r i n g  pa,ss pn him? 

A. S t r i c t l y  doorguns. 

Q =  You d i d n ' t  engage him wi th  miniguns o r  rocke t s  and 
t h e r e  was one i n d i v i d u a l  t h e r e ?  

A. One ind iv idua l .  

Q *  With web gear?  

A. ~ i g h t .  H e  had a pack and web gear qn, no weapon. 

Q. No weapon? 

A. No. 

Q HOW d i d  you i d e n t i f y  him as VC? 

A. S t r i c t l y  by t h a t .  We d i d  it many t imes.  Most 
l i k e l y  an i n d i v i d u a l  l i k e  tha t - - i f  thsy  see u s  i n  an area 
they w i l l  g e t  r i d  of t h e i r  qyq, y ~ q p q p .  ~ I v esaen them 
throw t h e i r  weapon i n  a hush many a time aqd I j u s t  went 
under t h i s  assumption. 

Q - Did you rece ive  germissiop $0 engage him? 

A. From t h e  ground u n i t s ?  
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Q From anyone? 

A. From anyone e l s e ,  no. I t o l d  Captain MCCRARY 
about it and I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  go ahead. That" t h e  e x t e n t  
of t h e  ma t t e r s .  

Q- Was t h i s  normal procedure as  f a r  as  t h e  Sharks 
were concerned i n  engaging a ground t a r g e t ?  

A.  They l e t  us use our  own d i s c r e t i o n ,  because I 
guess w e  had shown reasonably good judgment i n  such mat ters .  

Q You r e c a l l  whether ground mission commander 
permission w-as granted  f o r  engagement of e i t h e r  of t h e  o t h e r  
two t a r g e t s ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  su re  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  so.  

Q Did you at tempt  t o  g e t  t h e  ground fo rces  over t o  
your i n d i v i d u a l  k i l l s ?  

A .  No, a t  t h i s  time t h e  only ground fo rces  around 
were q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  from the re .  We put  t h e  f i r s t  l i f t s  
i n  here  and it was a cons iderable  d i s t a n c e  t o  the. e a s t  s o  
we d i d n ' t  bother  with it. I th ink  we might have t o l d  them 
we pu t  one i n  a bunker t h e r e  and t h a t  was a l l .  

9 Did you r e p o r t  t h i s  k i l l ?  

A.  I t  was n o t  a k i l l .  He was wounded i n  t h e  l e g ,  
I be l i eve .  I saw him go down and grab h is  l eg  then  he 
crawled i n s i d e  t h e  bunker. 

Q Under t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e  l i f t  i n t o  both  L Z ' s  
f o r  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of a l l  r i f l e  companies was completed a t  
0830, do you r e c a l l  any of your a c t i o n s  o t h e r  than  what we've 
descr ibed between 0730 and 0830 i n  t h e  morning? 

A .  Outside of these  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s ,  we screened 
s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  ourse lves ,  even some of t h e s e  moving 
down the t r a i l  t o  t h e  south .  W e  j u s t  gave them a look over 

,down t h e r e .  

Q What kind of people were they? 
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A. C i v i l i a n s ,  from t h e  most t h a t  we could determine 
they were a l l  c i v i l i a n s ,  o l d  women, men, k ids .  They were 
moving o u t  wi th  c a t t l e .  

Q.  Mixed ages and sexes? 

A. Mixed ages,  sexes.  

Q How many? Would you g ive  me a barnyard es t imate?  

A .  There were a couple of hundred a t  l e a s t .  

Q - On 521 moving southwest? 

A.  There were q u i t e  a number of them. 

Q Did you s e e  anybody engaging any l a r g e  groups of 
people o r  any people on t h e  ground other-- P i ,  

<- .. 
P "k-L. 

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  No, I d i d n ' t  s e e  anybody bes ides  E. 
ourse lves  and t h e  Warlords i n  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t ,  engaging 
anyone. 

cg 
Q Were t h e r e  a l s o ,  I th ink  you i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  
a l a r g e  number of people moving o u t  from t h e  e a s t  and t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  . 
A. There wasn ' t  a l a r g e  number. There wasnl t much 
more than  1 2 .  o r  15 t h a t  I r e c a l l .  They were moving o u t  
across  i n  t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n .  

Q Moving n o r t h e a s t  ou t  of t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  a rea .  

2. Right. We screened them. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  
found anything of s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Q Do you remember tak ing  any a c t i o n  about t r y i n g  
t o  preclude t h e i r  evasion? 

A. \4e might have made some a t tempt  t o  t u r n  them 
around b u t  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we made too  much e f f o r t .  They 
d i d n ' t  seem they were, a s  I r e c a l l ,  hardly worth bother ing  
with.  I th ink  they were mainly o l d e r  men, maybe some women 
i n  the group. We never made, I b e l i e v e ,  any concerted 
e f f o r t  t o  t u r n  them around. 
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Q. What was the s t a t u s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  My L a i  ( 4 )  
and any sur rounding  v i l l a g e s  about  t h i s  t ime?  Did it look 
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  it d i d  when you f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  
morning? 

A. I t h i n k  they  might have been burn ing  some hootches  
i n  t h e r e  b u t  a s  f a r  as--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was t h e r e  smoke? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was. I ' d  s a y  they  w e r e  burn ing  
some hootches ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q =  Did you s e e  smoke anywhere else o t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  I n  t h e  hamlets  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  n o r t h e a s t ,  
t o  t h e  sou th?  

A .  .I b e l i e v e  they  moved i n t o  t h i s  one. This  sma l l  
hamlet  h e r e ,  

Q. Refe r r ing  t o  t h e  one t o  t h e  sou th .  

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  r i g h t .  

Q- Sou theas t  of My Lai  ( 4 ) .  

A.  Right .  

Q Did you s e e  any dead bodies?  

A.  Y e s ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a d i t c h  r i g h t  h e r e .  Right 
i n  t h i s  area. 

Q. You're p o i n t i n g  t o  an a r e a ,  now, j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of --
A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  E a s t e r n  edge of  t h e  hamle t .  

Q- How many dead bod ie s  d i d  you s e e ?  

A.  There were q u i t e  a number. I can r e c a l l  t h a t ,  
b u t  how many f o r  s u r e  I d o n ' t  know. I would assume t h a t  
t h e r e  were 30 t o  40 bod ie s .  

8 Can you r e c a l l  what t ime of day t h i s  w a s  i n  

(DOERSAM) 33 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-230 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

re fe rence  t o  your on s t a t i o n  time? 

A. I b e l i e v e  bo th  f i r s t  and second l i f t s ,  w e l l ,  I ' m  
q u i t e  s u r e  t h e  f i r s t  two l i f t s  had been i n .  I t  might have 
been somewhere between t h e  second and t h i r d  l i f t  o r  a f t e r  
t h e  t h i r d  one. I r e c a l l  we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  a r e a  and I 
happened t o  look down. I ' d  seen t h e  bodies  l y i n g  i n  t h e r e .  

Q. I n  an at tempt  t o  f i x  t h e  time a l i t t l e  b i t ,  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  g ive  you a few more f a c t s  f o r  r e c a l l .  I f  w e  assume 
and i f  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  second LZ was completed a t  0830--
0827 ,  what would have been t h e  s t a t u s  of your on s t a t i o n  t i m e  
a t  t h i s  time? 

A. We wouldn ' t  have been around much longer .  We 
would have been g e t t i n g  low on f u e l  and p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  
breaking s t a t i o n .  

Q I agree t h a t  t h e  phys ica l  a spec t s  of t h e  h e l i -
cop te r  you were f l y i n g  would have made you r a t h e r  low on f u e l .  
Do you r e c a l l  going t o  r e f u e l  t h a t  day? 

A .  I th ink  we d i d .  I t h i n k  we had gone up t o  
Dot t i e  a f t e r  maybe t h e  second l i f t  i n .  Af ter  t h e  t h i r d  I 
d o n ' t  t h ink  w e  s t ayed  around much longer .  I t h i n k  we d i d  
break s t a t i o n  with a f a i r  amount of f u e l ,  I be l i eve .  There 
wasn ' t  any need f o r  us t o  s t a y  around. 

Q Well, i f  you went t o  r e f u e l ,  and w e  have reason 
t o  b e l i e v e  you went t o  LZ D o t t i e ,  i n  f a c t  the re ,was  some 
communication we b e l i e v e  between Shark gunship and Coyote 
3 ,  sorileone wi th  a southern  accent  with r e fe rence  t o  r e f u e l i n g  
a t  Dot t ie .  Do you r e c a l l ?  Does t h a t  jog anything? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I might have heard something l i k e  t h a t  
from Captain MCCRARY. 

Q Then do you r e c a l l  coming back down over  t h e  
a r e a  a f t e r  r e f u e l i n g ?  

A.  Right ,  t h i s  i s  when I b e l i e v e  we s p o t t e d  t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s  l y i n g  h e r e ,  dead. 

Q. You s p o t t e d  those  when you came back? 

A.  I th ink  so .  We had been gone from t h e  a r e a ,  a s  
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b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  f o r  a f a l r  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  come down and 
t h a t t s  when t h e s e  w e r e  s p o t t e d  h e r e ,  I b e l i e v e .  

I 

Q The ones you a r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  now a r e  j u s t  no r th  
of where your  i n c i d e n t  w i t h  a s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  about  15  
m e t e r s  sou th  of the road.  You saw some dead a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
you r e c a l l  a long  521 j u s t  t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  conf luence  of 
t h o s e  two t r a i l s .  

A. And I b e l i e v e  t h i s  is when t h e  t r ansmis s ion  made 
by t h e  Warlords,  about someone shoo t ing  c iv i l i ans - - though t  
w e  had done it and something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q- Now going back t o  when you saw t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  
d i t c h  a s  you d e s c r i b e d  it t o  t h e  e a s t  of My L a i  ( 4 ) .  Was 
t h i s  t h e  same t i m e  frame? 

A. I t  probabiy w a s .  A f t e r  t h e  t h i r d  l i f t  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  around t h e  a r e a  h a r d l y  a t  a l l  and w e  broke 
s t a t i o n .  I t  would have had t o  been about  t h a t  t ime.  

9 I t  would have been then  a f t e r  you r e t u r n e d  from 
r e f u e l i n g .  Time w i s e  t h e n ,  what is  a  guess  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t i m e  
of  day t h a t  you s a w  t h e  bod ie s  a long  521 and t h e  bod ie s  i n  t h e  
d i t c h ?  

A. I would say  about  0820, 0815 maybe. Somewhere i n  
t h e r e .  

Q. ' W e l l ,  s i r ,  l e t  m e  j u s t  back up a minute h e r e .  T h e  
second l i f t  was completed a t  0827. 

A. I t  was? 

Q. And then  under t h a t  assumption t h a t  you i n d i c a t e d  
e a r l i e r ,  you would have been low on f u e l  and t h e n  gone t o  
r e f u e l  which would have p u t  you a t  r e f u e l i n g  a t  0845 i n  t h e  
morning o r  t he reabou t s .  

A. Okay, I ' m  s o r r y .  I g o t  confused on t i m e .  I t  
would--we l e f t  a t  0845 and came back.  I t  would have taken  us 
a t  l e a s t  20 minutes  t o  accomplish this--0905,  0910 maybe. 
Somewhere around i n  t h e r e .  

Q a  Okay, it would have been sometime a f t e r  0900 and 
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and probably between 0900 and 0930, i s  t h a t  a rough guess? 

A. Yeah, about t h a t  l e n g t h  of time t o  accomplish 
t h a t .  

Q With those  bodies  t h a t  you saw i n  t h a t  d i t c h  you
r e f e r r e d  t o ,  would it seem more l o g i c a l  t h a t  i n  o rde r  f o r  
them t o  appear i n  t h a t  d i t c h  i f  you, the  Sharks,  hadn ' t  s h o t  
them, which you t e s t i f i e d  you d i d n ' t ,  and you d i d n ' t  s ee  
t h e  Warlords shoot  them, f o r  anyone e l s e  t o  have k i l l e d  
them it would have had t o  been t h e  ground f o r c e s .  W a s  t h a t  
t h e  assumption t h a t  you made? 

A. A t  t h e  time it was t h e  assumption I made. I 
d o n ' t  know--I made some comment over t h e  a i r  t h a t  I do r e c a l l .  

Q I t  would have taken some time f o r  t h e  ground 
fo rces  t o  g e t  up t o  t h a t  p o i n t .  

A .  Yeah, and I th ink  t h e  ground fo rces  were moving 
ou t .  

Q. Moving o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  d i t c h .  

A.  Right ,  they were o u t  through here  somewhere. 

Q And again you th ink  t h e  time must have been some-
where between 0900 and 0930 i n  t h e  morning? 

A. I t  would have had t o  been. That w a s  t h e  time of 
the  second l i f t .  We re fue led  and rearmed then. I t  would 
have taken about t h a t  length  of time f o r  us t o  g e t  back from 
Dot t i e .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  time then ,  do you r e c a l l  
leaving  s t a t i o n  and where you went? 

A. Af te r  t h e  t h i r d  l i f t  o r  a f t e r  t h e  second l i f t ?  

Q No, now we ' re  i n  between 0900, a f t e r  your r e f u e l -
ing ,  you'd seen t h e  bodies ,  do you r e c a l l  l eav ing  t h e  a rea?  
The l i f t s  were a l l  completed and you were r e fue led  and rearmed. 

A .  The l i f t s  were a l l  completed? I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  
I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  we l e f t  with a p r e t t y  heavy load of f u e l  l e f t  
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because  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  s t a y e d  around t o o  much longer  a f t e r  
t h a t .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  Shark 6 s ay ing  anyth ing  over  t h e  a i r ,  
t h e  b a t t a l i o n  command n e t ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  l a r g e  numbers of 
people  l eav ing?  

A.  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  no. 

& During the t ime t h a t  you w e r e  on s t a t i o n ,  t h e  
e n t i r e  morning t h a t  you w e r e  h e r e ,  do you r e c a l l  any r equ i r e -
ments f o r  a d u s t o f f  o r  medevac? 

A. I t h i n k  they  might have medevac'd someone o u t  
around i n  t h i s  a r e a  somewhere. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  a 
r e g u l a r  d u s t o f f  s h i p .  I t  might have been one o f  ou r  own o r  
t h e  Warlords o r  the C&C a i r c r a f t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it w a s  a 
r e g u l a r  d u s t o f f .  

Q T h i s  was wh i l e  you were on s t a t i o n ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  so .  

Q D o  you remember s e e i n g  t h e  approach? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  any th ing .  

Q. W e  have reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  C&C a i r c r a f t  
d i d  make a d u s t o f f .  I t  was over  n e a r  t h e  o t h e r  LZ f u r t h e r  
t o  t h e  e a s t  o u t  of My La i  ( 4 )  . 
A. W e l l ,  n o t  r e a l l y ,  no. I do  recall  a d u s t o f f  
be ing  made, where f o r  s u r e  I d o n ' t  k n ~ w .  I c a n ' t  say .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  h e a r i n g  any r a d i o  t r ansmis s ions  
t h a t  day,  ove r  t h e  command n e t ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  k i l l -
i ng?  Too much k i l l i n g ?  

A. Not s p e c i f i c a i l y .  The on ly  one t r ansmis s ion  t h e  
Warlords made about k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s .  The on ly  t h i n g  a s  
f a r  a s  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  a c t u a l l y  and my s i g h t i n g  up 
h e r e  that  r e a l l y  s t u c k  t o o  much i n  my mind. 

Q. Did you know what t h e  c a l l  s i g n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander was? 

(DOERSAM) 37 APP T-230 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. 1 couldn ',t r e c a l l .  

Q. Would you have r e c a l l e d  i t ?  Not t h e  c a l l  s ign
b u t  would you have r e c a l l e d  hear ing  him on t h e  a i r ?  

A. I th ink  I might have. I d o n ' t  know whether he 
was t a l k i n g  t o  b a t t a l i o n  o r  br igade  commander. I t  might have 
been. I j u s t  don ' t  want t o  say.  1 c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  c l e a r l y .  

Q Was t h e r e  a d o t  of r a d i o  t r a f f i c  on t h e  a i r ?  

A. Yeah, t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t .  You g e t  a l l  t h r e e  
r a d i o s  going. Some th ings  j u s t  s t a y  i n  the  background. You 
d o n ' t  pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  them. 

Q Do you th ink  t h a t  t h e  Warlords d i d  a l o t  of 
f i r i n g  around H i l l  85? 

A.  They were making these  runs i n  t h e r e  t h a t  one 
t ime, and o t h e r  than t h a t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  them doing any more 
shoot ing t o  any e x t e n t  a t  a l l .  

Q Did you s e e  any o t h e r  bodies  on t h e  ground, 
o t h e r  than  i n  t h e  two l o c a l i t i e s  you mentioned? 

A .  No, I d i d n ' t ,  because when they were shoot ing  
a t  him--1 d o n t t  t h i n k  they  ever  d i d ,  a t  l e a s t  I never saw 
anybody, they were f l y i n g  over he re  and looking around and 
I never saw anything.  This d i t c h  and t h e  ones I can r e c a l l .  

& Anywhere e l s e  around My Lai ( 4 )  ? 

A .  No, I c a n ' t .  Those were t h e  only s i g h t i n g s  I 
can r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  t h ink  we actually--because t h e  t roops  
had moved through t h e  v i l l a g e  p r e t t y  we l l .  We d i d n ' t  do a 
l o t  of scout ing  around a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  l i f t .  

Q Do you remember con tac t ing  ground s t a t i o n s  t h a t  
morning? 

A. Right ,  I r e c a l l  con tac t ing  t o  mark t h e  l o c a t i o n s  
s o  they could move up t o  them. 

Q We th ink  t h e i r  c a l l  s i g n s  were Char l i e  6 and 
Bravo 6 .  Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  d i f f i c u l t y  o ther  than  
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t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them t o  mark o r  any o t h e r  conversat ion t h a t  you 
might have had wi th  them? 

A .  Only t h a t  t h e r e  were t ak ing  what we f e l t  was 
unnecessar i ly  long. A q u i t e  a b i t  of time moving up t o  the  
a reas .  

Q You do no t  r e c a l l  any t ransmission over the  r a d i o  
wi th  r e fe rence  t o  s t o p  t h e  k i l l i n g  o r  anything t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A .  NO,  I c a n ' t .  

Q - Did you see  any h e l i c o p t e r s  phys ica l ly  land 
nor th  of Highway 521 i n  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a rea?  

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a h e l i c o p t e r  came i n  and 
picked up t h e  packs and weapons o f f  t h e s e  two i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h a t  Captain MCCRARY had sho t .  I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  only 
time. 

Q - You d i d n ' t  s ee  a bubble h e l i c o p t e r  o r  a H-23 
land anywhere? 

A. I wasnt t paying t h a t  much a t t e n t i o n .  

Q - Did any of t h e  Warlord gunships land anywhere? 

A .  No, t h e  bubble was down low. I can r e c a l l  
checking some ind iv idua l s  ou t  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  see ing  him land 
I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  r e a l l y  see ing  it. 

Q. You th ink  t h i s  C&C s h i p  landed near  t h i s  d i t c h ?  

A .  Yeah, I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  I would almost have t o  
swear. This i s  where t h e  two were s h o t  w i t h  t he  weapons 
and I am p r e t t y  s u r e  they went i n  and picked up t h e  weapons 
and gear  o f f  those  two. 

Q The p o s i t i o n  you have p l o t t e d  t h e r e  i s  about 
30 meters from t h e  d i t c h .  

A .  I ' d  say about 30 meters.  I t  was r i g h t  i n  here  
because a f t e r  we were, I was debat ing  myself whether t o  go 
down and pick them up because they  was t ak ing  such a long 
t i m e  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  t h e  a r e a  themselves. 
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Q Would it be l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  people 
i n  t h e  d i t c h  were no t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  time t h i s  s h i p  landed? 

A.  I would say n o t ,  no. A s  a mat ter  of f a c t  I'm 
q u i t e  p o s i t i v e  they weren ' t .  

Q Then t h e  d i t c h  and t h e  people i n  t h e  d i t c h  were 
a t  some l a t e r  time? 

A. They would have had t o  been. 

Q Which would a l s o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  0900 t o  0930 
time frame. 

A .  There were no t roops  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I th ink  they 
might have s t a r t e d  t o  g e t  up t o  t h i s  t r e e  l i n e  when t h e  C&C 
a i r c r a f t  went i n .  Maybe they weren ' t  even t h a t  c l o s e  y e t .  
I can r e c a l l  t h a t  we d i d  e s c o r t  him i n  I b e l i e v e  t o  p o l i c e  
t h e  gea r  up. 

Q- And t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  have been t h e  d u s t o f f ?  

A.  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was not .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it 
was a C&C f l y i n g  t o  p o l i c e  t h i s  s t u f f  up. 

Q We have reason t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Sharks went 
south  around 0930 i n  t h e  morning, i n  t h a t  genera l  a rea .  D o  
you r e c a l l  what you d i d  t h e  r e s t  of the  day? 

A .  No, I 'm a f r a i d  no t .  I th ink  t h a t  was the  only 
l i f t  we had t h a t  day. Well, I won't  say t h a t .  I cou ldn ' t  
be p o s i t i v e  about t h a t .  

Q Why does what you've t o l d  me he re  t h i s  morning
s t i c k  i n  your mind? 

A .  Mainly because of those  bodies i n  t h e  d i t c h .  
I t ' s  something I ' m  n o t  used t o  see ing .  

Q You thought t h e r e  was about 40 you s a i d ?  

A. Yeah, it looked t h a t  way. There were a f a i r  
amount of them t h e r e .  I t  was kind of a r e v o l t i n g  s i g h t ,  
n a t u r a l l y .  
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Q - What d i d  it look  l i k e ?  Can you p u t  it i n  
words? 

A. I t  looked l i k e  t hey  were herded i n  and machine-
gunned down. T h a t ' s  about  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  I--I mean t h e  
same s t a t e m e n t  I made a t  t h e  t i m e  because they  were j u s t  
l y i n g  down i n  one b i g  mass t h e r e .  

Q. Could you t e l l  any th ing  about  t h e  s e x ,  ages? 

A .  W e l l ,  o l d e r  men i n  t h e  group,  t h e r e  were some 
women i n  it. 

Q .  Did you see any U.S. s o l d i e r s  n e a r  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, I t h i n k  they  had moved on o u t  a t  t h i s  t ime.  
I d i d n ' t  see any around t h e  a r e a  a t  a l l .  ~t t h i s  t ime I , 
t h i n k  they  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  move f u r t h e r  o u t .  

Q. How f a r  from t h e  d i t c h  would you say  they  w e r e ?  

A.  Oh, maybe a hundred meters o r  s o .  

Q To t h e  e a s t ?  

A .  To t h e  east. To t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  

3 Q • How many s o l d i e r s ,  would you s a y ,  w e r e  t h e r e ?  

A. I c a n t t  r e a l l y  recall  s e e i n g  much more than  a 
dozen. O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  might have been i n  some of  t h e s e  
a r e a s  down h e r e  where I c o u l d n ' t  see them. They were moving 
o u t  p r e t t y  much on l i n e  sweeping t o  t h e  eas t ,  s o u t h e a s t .  

Q- And t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  i n  your  mind 
about  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  pecp le  i n  t h e  d i t c h ?  

A. Y e s ,  q u i t e  so .  

Q. What was your  thought  concern ing  how t h e s e  
people  had been k i l l e d  t h a t  day? What was your  thought  on 
t h a t  day i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  how t h e  people  had been k i l l e d ?  

A.  W e l l ,  a s  t o  how they  were l y i n g  t h e r e  a l l  i n  
one p i l e  it j u s t  looked l i k e  t hey  had been herded t o g e t h e r  
and machinegunned down. 
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Q - By whom? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  were no o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  and w e  s h o t  t h e s e  f i r s t .  There w a s  nobody t h e r e  a f t e r  
t h e  U . S .  t r oops  came and went. I can on ly  make one assump-
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  probably d i d  it. I f  we would have 
viewed t h e s e  r i g h t  away, when we came i n t o  a r e a ,  t h e  VC 
might have done it. But t hey  w e r e n ' t  o u t  t h e r e  e a r l i e r .  
L a t e r  we s p o t t e d  them and t h e  U.S. t r oops  had been t h e r e  
and gone. Tha t  i s  t h e  on ly  assumption I could make. 

\ 

Q - You made t h i s  assumption t h a t  day? 

A. Right .  

Q. And I t h i n k  you s a i d  you were--

A.  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was f a i r l y  r e p l u s i v e .  I t ' s  
something t h a t  you j u s t  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  doing.  

Q. Okay, do you r e c a l l  making any r e p o r t  t o  anyone
about  t h a t ?  About what you had seen?  

A.  W e l l ,  I t o l d  Captain  MCCRARY about  it. H e  
t a l k e d  t o  our  CO, Major G I B S O N ,  I t h i n k .  I know t h e r e  was 
t a l k  about  it back a t  t h e  conlpany. I know I t a l k e d  t o  Cap-
t a i n  MCCRARY about  it. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I went any f u r t h e r  
t h a n  t h a t .  

Q Was t h e r e  t a l k  i n  t h e  company about  i t ?  

A. Some, y e s .  

' Q =  Who was do ing  t h e  t a l k i n g ?  

A. W e l l ,  I imagine s i n c e  ou r  p l a t o o n  s t a y e d  to-
g e t h e r  t h i s  w a s  mos t ly  from o u r  t a l k s .  

Q 
it? 

Do you r e c a l l  Major GIBSON s a y i n g  anyth ing  about  

Not i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  no. 

How about  Capta in  BOSWELL? 

N O ,  I c a n ' t .  
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Q *  PETERS? 

A. I wouldn't say t h a t  he d id .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
t o o  much d i scuss ion  on t h e  ma t t e r .  

Q. A t  the t h e  o r  subsequently t h e r e a f t e r ,  while  
you were s t i l l  i n  Vietnam, do you r e c a l l  anyone o u t s i d e  
of t h e  u n i t  saying anything about i t ?  

A.  NO, I c a n ' t .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  anything about it o t h e r  
than r i g h t  wi th in  you own--

A. ( In terpos ing)  I heard t h e r e  was some s o r t  of 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b u t  t h a t  was it. 

Q You don ' t  r e c a l l  who you heard t h a t  form? 

A.  No, I c a n ' t .  I t  was rumor more o r  less. To 
t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  hear ing  how t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was 
s t a r t e d ?  

A.  No, I don ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q. O r  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  negat ive.)  

Did you th ink  any more about it o r  t a k e  any
f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  a t  any time? 

A .  I thought about it b u t  a s  f a r  a s  any a c t i o n ,  
no. 

Q I assume then from what you s a i d ,  s i r ,  t h a t  
a f t e r  a few days of t a l k i n g  around about it t h a t  t h e  mat ter  
was dropped from your mind a s  f a r  a s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was con-
cerned? 

A. Right ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h a t  was. 

Q. Was t h i s  t a l k  p reva len t?  
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A. Not t o o  much, no. I had no i d e a  what a c t u a l l y  
t r a n s p i r e d  on t h e  ground, what caused it o r  anything else 
s o  myself cou ldn ' t  see--couldn ' t  make any r e a l  judgement 
on $he mat ter  of what had a c t u a l l y  taken p l a c e  down t h e r e .  
I know--I have no r e a l  way of knowing. 

Q What was t h e  t a l k  wi th  r e fe rence  t o  how t h e  
people were s h o t ?  

A.  Well, I guess most of t h e  people j u s t  f e l t ,  
"Well, i t ' s  a war. They g o t  i n  t h e  way and t h a t  was the  
end of mat ters .  " T h a t ' s  j u s t  more o r  l e s s  how th ings  went. 

Q. Were t h e r e  accusa t ions  t h a t  the  Sharks might
have s h o t  them, t h e  Warlords might have s h o t  them, o r  t h e  
ground fo rces?  

A. No, l e t ' s  see. I t  was r e l a t i v e l y  apparent  t h a t  
most people f e l t ,  t h a t  d i d  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  the  
ground t roops  had done it b u t  it was n o t  r e a l l y  d iscussed  
t h a t  much. Maybe t h e  day o r  a couple of days a f t e r  it hap-
pened bu t  a f t e r  that--

Q- ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  I t  was dropped. 

A. ~t was p r e t t y  we l l  s t r i c k e n .  

Q t h a t  was t h e  next  time you heard about any
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 
19681 

A .  Well, l e t ' s  see .  I heard t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  on it while  I was s t i l l  the re .  Some type of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Nothing a c t u a l l y  became of i t ,  and i n  Nov-
ember of t h i s  l a s t  year .  

Q I n  your opinion was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  completed 
on it o r  do you have any knowledge of i t ?  

A. 1 have no knowledge. 

8- Do you know of any at tempts  by any i n d i v i d u a l  
t o  suppress  any of t h e  information concerning what you s a w  
or  what t r a n s p i r e d  on 16 March? 

A. No. 
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Q- A s  f a r  a s  YOU'‘^^ c ~ n c e r r ~ a dt h e r e  was no cover-
up by any i n d i v i d u a l s ?  

A.  None. I heard t h e r e  was an inves t ic ja t ion  and I 
assumed any a c t i o n  t h a t  was going t o  be taken was taken 
during t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  That was t h e  end of it. 

Q. DO you know of anyone wi th in  your u n i t  t h a t  was 
quest ioned by anyone concerning t h i s  o r  i n  t h e  conduct of 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

A. NO,  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have. 

Q Were you ever  quest ioned s p e c i f i c a l l y  by any-
one?. 

A. No, I wasn ' t .  

Q You never heard of any s p e c i f i c s  of any in-
v e s t i g a t i o n s .  J u s t  a rumor? 

A.  J u s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was one .  This  was s t r i c t l y  
rumor, more o r  l e s s .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e . t o ,  i f  I may, s i r ,  t o  have you fix 
f o r  us a permanant p h ~ t o g r a p ht h a t  we can in t roduce  i n t o  
t h e  record  wi th  t h e  information you have p l o t t e d  he re .  
would you be w i l l i n g  t o  do t h a t  f o r  us?  

A.  Right ,  1'11 do it. 

LTC PATTERSON: We'l l  r ecess  and l e t  M r .  DOERSAM put  these  
marks on it then  w e ' l l  reopen t h e  hear ing  and in t roduce  it 
a s  evidence.  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1243 hours ,  24  Jan-
uary 1970.) 

(The hear ing  was reconvened a t  1300 hours ,  
24  January 1 970. ) 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing person i s  p r e s e n t :  LTC PATTERSON. 

M r .  DOERSAM I remind you t h a t  you a r e  s t i l l  
under oath.  
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LTC PATTERSON: We have now annotated a  v e r t i c a l  a r e a  photo-
graph of My La i  (41 wi th  t h e  fol lowing annota t ions .  We've 
marked p o s i t i o n  1 a s  being,  "One Vietnamese male wi th  weapon 
engaged by Captain MCCRARY wi th  doorgun only.  " Is t h a t  
c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

A. That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q. P o s i t i o n  2 i s  marked, "Warlord engaged and f i r e d  
i n  t h i s  approximate a r e a  w i t h  rockets .  F i r i n g  gunruns from 
nor theas t  t o  southwest wi th  r i g h t  break."  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  
sir. 

A. T h a t ' s  a f f i r m a t i v e .  

Q- P o i n t  3 on t h e  a e r i a l  photograph i s  marked, 
"Sharks, MCCRARY, engaged two Vietnamese maies wi th  weapons." 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

A .  That 's c o r r e c t .  

Q P o s i t i o n  4 i s  marked, "Approximate .200 Viet-
namese of mexed ages ' and  sexes  evac a r e a  t o  southwest on o r  
about 0745 t o  0815 hours 16 March 1968. " Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  
sir.  

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q. P o s i t i o n  5 i s  marked, "Approximate two V i e t -
namese dead on o r  about 0800, 0830 hours 16 March 1968. " . 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t  s i r ?  

A .  That ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- There a r e  two o t h e r  markings on t h e  a e r i a l  
photograph. P o s i t i o n  marked, "Ditch wi th  30-40 Vietnamese 
dead of mixed ages and sexes  on o r  about 0900 t o  0930 
hours ,  1 6  March." Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ?  

T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q- A l a r g e  arrow i n d i c a t i n g  a r o u t e  of movement 
is  marked on t h e  map and l a b e l e d ,  "12 t o  15 Vietnamese of 
mixed ages and sexes evac a r e a  on o r  about 0745 t o  0815 
hours ,  16 March 1968." Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ?  
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A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q a  
 Does t h i s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t  t o  t h e  b e s t  of 

your r e c o l l e c t i o n  what you saw on t h e  1 6 t h  of March? 


A.  To t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c t i o n  it does. 

Q- Is t h e r e  anything you wish t o  add t o  t h i s  
photograph, s i r ?  

A. No, t h a t b s  about a l l .  

Q. Would you be w i l l i n g  t o  s i g n  t h e  photograph 
i n  t h e  upper l e f t  hand corner  under a s t a t ement ,  "Prepar-
ed a t  Washington, D.C.  24  January 1970, from me~ilory." 

A. I would. 

(The wi tness  s igned t h e  a e r i a l  photograph.)  

Q =  I would l i k e  t o  in t roduce  t h e  a e r i a l  photo- 
graph s o  marked and s igned by Russel E .  DOERSAM a s  Exhib i t  
P-191. 

M r .  DOERSAM, I would l i k e  t o  g ive  you an op-
p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t a t e  anything t h a t  you f e e l  you would l i k e  
t o  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  time w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 16 March 1968, any opin ions  t h a t  you 
would c a r e  t o  make. 

A.  I b e l i e v e ,  I ' v e  s t a t e d  a l l  I can r e c a l l  o r  c a r e  
t o  s t a t e ,  i n  previous  testimony. I b e l i e v e  I have nothing 
f u r t h e r  t o  add t o  t h a t .  

Q- S i r ,  on behal f  of General PEERS and the  un i t ed  
S t a t e s  Army w e  s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your f o r t h r i g h t n e s s ,  
your honesty,  and your coopera t ion  t h i s  morning and we s i n -
c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your coning t o  Washington and t ak ing  you 
away from your s t u d i e s  t o  a s s i s t  us i n  t r y i n g  t o  determin- 
i n g  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances surrounding t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  
i n c i d e n t .  Your cooperat ion and a s s i s t a n c e  has been extremely 
h e l p f u l  t o  us. Anything t o  add, s i r ?  

A. No, t h a t  I s  a l l  I have. 

LTC PATTERSON: The hear ing  i s  recessed .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1307 hours ,  24  Jan-
uary 1970.) 
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