I

SUBJECTION

JOIN STUART MILL
Fu Korrion

LONDON
TONGMANS, GREEN, READER, AND DYEK
.



O:cMog::
A
22065°

o rsors
SO BpE—
covaay anamay, "

s 4



CHAPI

PUE alect of thin Easny is to oxplain
elenrly ws 1 am ablo, tho grounds of a
opinion which T havo ickd from tho very carliest
poriod when T hnd formed any opinions . all on
socinl or political mntiors, wnd which, instond of
Toing wenkoned ar wdified, s been eonstuntly
growing stronger by tho progrow of relloction
o of Nife: ‘Miat the princi
whidh regulater the existing nocial relations
hobween the bwo noses—tho logal subordination of
one e Lo tho otlier—is wrong in itself, and now
oo of the cliief hindrances to lnman improvo-
ment; nud that it ought to bo replaced by w
principlo of porfeet equality, admitting no powor
o privilege on the ono sidg, uor disbility on the
othcr.
Thio vory words nocosmary (o oxpress tho task
T lwve wndertaken, show how nrduous it is.
Tut it would bo n mistrko to aupposo that the
Gifflelty of tho enso muat lio in tho insulloioncy
or obscurity of tho grounds of rosson o which
»

plo




2

my convietion rests. The diffienlty is Ut which
oxists o all cases in which there in w i of
focliug 1o be contendled ngainal So long
ol in the fiv

it gaing rathier than lovos in stability by
& prepondernting weight of o

it Tor if it e
agument, the refutul

i of the g

¢ wight
shake the solidity of the convietion; bat when it
routs solely on fecling, U worme it faren in nrgns

‘mentative contest, e mare pertaded it adhes
ronts nve Ui, heir feeling minst lave some deeper
srownd, whiel the wrguients da not e
aud while tho fecling roming, it i always tsrow-
g np fresh intrenchmonts of argent o reie
any breach made in the ol And there are s
mony causes tending to mako 1
neeted with this subject Ui st
mostdeeply-ronted of all those wl
ronnd wnd proteet old
that wo need not wondar to Gl Uhen
undormined wid loonencl i wny of the reat
by tho progress of ¢
socinl transition ; nor supyoso it Ui barimed
to which wen cling Tongest must
‘barisms than those which 3

T overy respect the burthn s haxd cn Uhose
who attack an almost wiivorsal opiviion. "Thoy
must be very fortunnto as woll s w

>
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cupable i they ohinin « henring ot wll, Moy
Tuve more ity - ohta

wny other Jitiganta bvo in getting o verdie
ey du estort w hewring, they aro subjected t
wctof Togiend requirennents totnlly different from
el Trom other peoplo. T all o
Ineethen of proo is pposed 1 Tie with
wlieu I pemon v chargal with
minrder, it st with tiose wo lim to
give proof of bis guill, I linsell (0 prove
b impoconce. I thero is  difleronco of apiion

thowe exag

H

i which th inge of o i Keuern] nro not
el interested, n tho Moy for
cxumple, thowo who auintuin that the event b

Phuees e expete to produce i proofs, hefore
those wha ko Ui other side ean e requi
sy mything; and at w0 time aro tieo vo-
quired o do more O show that tho ovidonee
pradueesd by tho othiers is o no value. ~ Agsin, in
pructioal mabters, the urthen of ‘proof is sup-
poseed 10 e with thoso who e uguinst Fborty ;
who confend for any vestrietion e probibi-
tion; either auy limitation of tho genoral freedom
of luman action, or any disquification or dis-
pority of privilego ullecting ono porson or kind
of porsons, as compured with othors. Tho
& griori presnption s in fwvour of froclom
and impurtiality, 16 is hold that thero should

b2
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! bo o vestraint not required by the goueral good,
and that the law should bo no respecter of persons,
but should treat all alike, save whero dissimillrity
of treatment is required by positive reasons,cithor
of justice or of policy.  But of none of these rules

! of evidence will the benefit be llowed to those
who maintain the opinion T profess. Tt is usc-
less for me to say that thoso who maintain the
dootrine that men avo n xight to command and
women are nnder an obligation to obey, or that
men ava fit for government and women wfil, aro
on the affirmative side of the question, and that
they aro bound to show positive evidonce for tho
assertions, or sub

deny to omen auy freodom or privilege rightly
sllowed to men, iving e donblo presumption

- and recommending partility, mast. bo eld to
the strictest proof of their case, and unless heir
suceess bo such as to excludo all doubt, tho judg-
ment ought to go against thom.  Those would bo
thought good pless in any common cnso; but
they will not bo thought so in this fustace,
Before T could hopo to make vy Smpression,
T should be expected not only to auswer
all that has over beon said by thoso who tako
the other side of the question, bt to imagino
all that could bo said by them—to fud  them



in rensons, us well s auswer all T find: and
hesiden efiting all nrguments for the affrmative,
T shull be called wpon for fnvincible po
argmnents to provo & nogative.  Aud even if T
“ could do ull this, nd leave the opposite parly
with o hiost of winnsworel wrguments against
them, and not

single nnrefuted one on their side,

1 should bo thought to havo done ltdle; for

w enuse supported on tho one hand by wniversal

wsage, wnd on Uhe other by w0 great @ preponde-

rance of popular sentiment, is spposed to havo n -

prosumption in its favour, superior to uny con-

viction which wn apped Lo vesson bus power to

produce i iny intelleets bt those of « high cluss,
T do ol mention these diffintties to compluin

of thean; firs, heeanso it would be weless; they

ity
o it ngs and prac o tondorcien: o
truly the wlerstandings of tho nuqcnty of mun-
cind would nec to e e better enltivated than
hiw over yel beon the ease, before um, cn be
wuked to pluco wieh reliauco i tieir own power
of autitnnting arguments, w to give up pructical
oa i which they havo beon born aul bresd
wid which are o busia of much of the cxisting
ordor of tho world, nt tho first argumentativa
attack which they ero ot cnpablo of logicall
vosisting, T do ol thereforo quavrel with thiom
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for having too little faith in argument, but for
having too much faith iu custom and th
fecling. It is one of the characteristic preju-
' dices of the reaction of tho nivctccath o
“against the cighteenth, to accord to the unrea-

i
aseribed to the remsoning elements.  For the
‘apotheosis of Reason we have substituted that of
Tustinet ; aod we call everything instinet which
wo find io oursolves and for which we cantot
trace any ratioval foundation.  This idolatry,
fufinitely more degrading than the other, and
the most pervicious of the false worships of
the prescat day, of all of which it is now the
main support, will probably hold its ground wntil
it gives way before n soond psychology, laying
bare tho real oot of much that is howed down
to as the intention of Nature auil the ordinanco
of God. As regards the present question, I am
willis to mpi the unfavourable conditions
whicl the assigos to me. 1 comsent
iat ctablisbed custom, and tho geveral fecling,
should ba decmed conelusive agoiast me, unlcss
that custom aud fecling fom wge o ago cu bo
shown to have owed their existence to other
canses than thei soundness, and to have derived
their power from the worse rather than the better
parts of huwman nature. T aw willing that judg-




was gronuded ou expericnce of the mode in which
thoy could bo wost ellectually attained. T the
anthority of men over women, whon first esta-
Dblished, hud beon the resnlt of & couscientious
compurison hotween difforent mades of consti-
tnting the governmont of socicty; if, after trybg
variows other modes of social organization—tho
goverunent of women over won, equality betwoon
tho o, ol sueh wmixed and divided wodes of
govermnent us might ho invented—it had been
decided, on the Lestimony of experionce, that tho
ot in whiich women aro wholly wider the rule
of mon, haviug wo share ut wll in public concerns,
and cuoh in privato being wuder the legal oh-
ligation of obediones to e man with whom sho
Jus wssonintd Der desting, was the arrangement
nast condncivo to tho Imppiness nd well beinig of
Toth; its geucral adoption might then be fairly
thought o Do somo ovidenca that, at the time
whon it was ndaptod, it was tho best: thonglioven
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then the considerations which recommiended it
may, like so muny othor primeval social Tacts o
tho greatest importaneo, huve subscquently, in tho
courso of ages, conser to oxist. Bt the state of
tho casc i in overy respect e revorso of this.
Tu tho first place, Uho opinion in favour of the
prosont wystem, ‘Which ntircly subordinntes tho
wenkor sex to tho stronger, Tosts upon theory
only; for there never hax beon trial made of
auy other: so that oxperionce, in the sense in
which it i vulgurly oppised to theory, cannot bo
pretende to have pronowneed any verdict, Awl
in the second place, tho aduption of tiix syatem
of incquality never was tho vesnlt of deliberntion,
o forctlonght, or wy social ideas, o wny wation
whatever of what conduced to the hnefit of
Tmanity or the good orter of society. At arso
simply from the fact that from the very carliest
twilight_of Inunan socicty, cvery womun (owing|

0 the valve attached (o Tior by mew, combined!
wilh Ter inforiority in muscul strongth) wos

¥
recagnising tho relations they find already exist-|
ing betweon individunbs,  Thoy convert whnt
was  meve physical ot inko a Tegal vight, givo
it tho sanetion of socioty, wd principaly
tho substitution of public und organizeil e
of nssorting aud protecting hose rights, instosd.




ench, including his sleves.  In carly times,
tio grent mujority of the malo sex were slaves,
aw well s the wholo of the forsle.  Aud many
wges chgseal, some of then nges of high enlti
vation, betore sy thinker wis old cnough to
question Uhe vightfinluess, wnd the whsolnto social
weresity, either of tho ono slavery or of tho
ather. Wy dogecs suel thinkens did arise; pud
(the gonernl progress of society assisting] tho
sluveny of the uke sex ag, in ll the conntrios
of Christinn Jimope a tenst. (dhongh, in ono of
them, only within tho_Ipst few yenrs) hoen nt
et whaliied, mud Gt of tho femle sex Tns
been grndadly chnnged into o wilder form of
Tt this dependence, us it ekists
at_prownit; i not wn origiul institution, iking
w fresh art from considerations of justice aud
socinl_expeliency—it is o primitive stato of
slavory Insting on, through sucecssive mitigations
adl miodifications _occasioned by the samo caiisos
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which lnve softencd tho general mauners, and
brought all uman relations wore wnder the
control of justice mud the influcne of humanity, #
1t has not lost tho taint of its hrutal orig
No presumption in its fivour, therefore, can bo
drawn from the fact of its existence.  The
only sueh presomption whi
posed to have, must bo gr
lusted tll wow, when so muny othor iings which
came down from the semo odiows s
Beon dore awy with. Al this, indec, is whut
mukes it strange to orlinary curs, to hear it
assorted that the inequality of rights between
men and women hns 1o other sourco thau the
law of the strongest.

That this statemont should iavo tho eftect of

progress of civilization, md ho iwprovenicnt of
tho moral seutiments of muukind,  We now liva
—that is to sy, onc or bwo of the most wle
vaneed wntions of the world now Jive—iu n stato
in whicl the law of tho strongest scomis to bo
entiroly abandoned ns tho reguluting principlo
of tho worlds affirs: nobody professes it, wid,
a8 regacds most of e relutions bebweon humsn
biugs, nobody is permittcd to praotiso it. When
ny one succeds in doiug so, it is wnder cover of
some prolest which gives him tho sembiaico of
binving somo goncral sooial interest on his sido.




i
i
1

n

s being the ostonsible stato of things, peoplo
flatter themselves that the rule: of mero foreo is
ended; that the Inw of Uhe sirougest canot be tho
veasonof existonco of unything which has remnined
in full operation down to the present time. Tow-
overmny of onr present institutions may havo bo-
g, it ean only, they think, havo been preserved
o this period of advanced civilization by n will-
grounded fecling of its adaptation to T w-
ture, and conducivoness to tho goneral good. ey
do not wndenstand the groat vitality wnd dura-
bilty of institntions which pisce right on tho sido
of wight ; how intensely they are elung to ; how
the good s well as the bud propensities and senti-
menty of thowe who have power i their hands,
hecomo entificd with rotuining iL; how slowly
s bl e way, onc al n lime,
tho wenkest first, begii
Tenst intorwovon with tho daily it of Tifo ; and
liow very raroly thosd'whio Juvo ohtained legol

power b
Jost their hold of it nti) the physical power lind
posseil over o the othor wido.  Such shifting of
tho physical foreo wot linving taken placo in tho
ouse of women ; this fact, combined with all the
peculine wnd eharacteristic fentures of tho parti-
culue easo, mado it coetain from tho first Uit his
¢ brunch of tho syt of ight
ned i its most

nded on wight,
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curlier period than several of e athers, would o
e vory lust W disppenr. 10 was inevitable that
his o case of  wociud relntion gromnded on force,
hromgh gencentions of ustitntions
gromnded on cquud - just - aliost solitary
exveption to the gonerl character of their s
and enstones 5 bt which, wo Jong ax it does not
rochin its o origin, wd - di
not browght o
jue witle uedern
i lavery a

would sirs

awsion s
wraeter, i not fell to
iam, auy v
the G

[
recks jmrul with

heir noti X

Y Phe tmih iy, that prople uf the present md
the dast two or threo. generations havo lost all
practical sense of the primitive condition of
Tty and wnly tho o who huve stadicd
listary wecrately, oe luve wuel Gregquented the
Jerts o the world oe
Rentatives o
e

pied by the living repre-
e Lo o, o wble 0 o sy
al picture of what socicty thon was,  Deople
wre ol wnes o entirely, in formor nges, the
T uf superior strowgth wea tho raly of lfe; how
publicly and openly it ws wvowed, T do wot sy
cynienlly or Mumelemly—for tieso worls fnply
o Tecling . there wax something in it Lo ho
e af, wnd na wnch notion. conld fnd w
plhco in U ueultios of muy person in those uges,
exeopt a philowopher or  saint,

ernel oxperionce of human nat
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how exaetly the regard dne to the 1fe, posessions,
and entive carthly lappiness of wuy cluss of per-
wans, was measureed by what they had the power
of enforcitig; how all who made mny resistunco
1o authorities that hd arms in their hnds, how-
over dreadful might e tho proveeation, lind not
only the law of force but all other lnws, wud all
the notions of social obligation ngninst thom; and
in the cyes of thoso whom they resisted, wero
not only guilty of crime, but of the worst of all
crimes, descrving tho most emcl chustisement
which Inman beings eould inflct. ‘o frst
small voutigo of a fecling of obligation in o
mperior (o neknowledge any right in inforiors,
Togan when ho hd heen indneed, for eonvenienc,
1o ke sowo promise 0 tom.  Though thewo
promises, cven wien sunctioned by U wmost
wolemn onths, woro for many ages vovokedl or
violated on tho most trifling
tomptation, it s probable tht this, except by
Dersons of still worso than the average worality,
wan scllom donn withonl some ringex of con
scionee. The ancient vpublics, heing mostly
growuded from the first upon some kind of
mutual compact, or ut auy rato formed by au
union of porsous not very wnequal in sirongth,
alfoniled, in consequence, tho fivst instanco of o
yortion of Juman relations foneed round, mud
placed undor tho dominion of auother law than




“ their slaves.  No one, aftor CJ
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fhat of furce. And though the originl law of
foree remained in full operation botseen (

and thir sluves, mnd also (except 5o fur ax 1
by cxpress compact) between o conn
and its subjects, or other independent ¢
wenlths ; the bnvishment of that primitive luw
cven from so narrow a fiekd, commencel tic 1
generation of human wature, by giving birth to
wntiments of which cxporience soon dlemon-
strated the fmmense value even for materil -
terests, and which thenceforward only vequired

nited
wealth
oy

3 to be cularged, not ereated. Though slaves were

0 part of the commouwealth, it was i the free
stntes that slaves were fist Gl to have vights w
Dumay boings. Mo Stoies were, 1 belicve, the
first (exeept so far os the Jowish lnw constilutes
an oxcoption) who taught as & purt of worality
thut men were bound by moral abligations to

istimnity hectme
ascondant, conld over ngain have heen u strmuger
to this balicf in theory ; nor, after tho rise of the
Catholio Church, wes it cver withont yersons to
stand wp for it. Yot to onforce il was the most
arduous task which Christianity ever ld to per-
form. For moro thau n thoswid years tho
Chureh kept up the contest, with hnrdly ay per-
coptible success. 1t was ot for want of power
over men's minds. Tts power was prodigious,

+ 1t could muke kings aud nobles resign their most
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valued possessions to curich the Church. It
conld wake thousands, in the prime of Nie and
the height of worldly advantages, shut themselscs
np i convents to work out their salvation hy
poverty, fusting, and prayer. Tt could send
hundreds of thousands across Jand and sea,
Europe and Asia, to give their lives for the de-
liveranee of the Holy Sepolchre. It could make
kings relinquish wives who wero the objeet of
their passionute attachment, beeause the Church
declared that they wore witbin the scventh (by onr
ealenlation the fourteenth) degree of relationship.
ANl this it did; ot it could not make won fight
less with one another, nor tyrannize less cruclly
over the sorfs, and when they were able, over
burgesses. It could mot make them renounce
citherof the applications of foree ; force militaut,
or force triwmpliant. This they could never
bo indieed to do until they were themselves in
their turn cowpelled by suporior force. Only
by the growing power of kings was an cud put to
fighting except between kings, or competitors for
Kingship; only by the growth of a wealthy and
¢ bowrgeoisic in the fortified towns, and of a
plebeian infantry which proved more powerful
iplined chisalry, was the
insolent tyrmy of the nobles over the bour-
gooisic and peasantry brought within some bounds.
Tt was persisted in not only until, but long after,

warl
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tlo opprossed ad obiained a power onabling
them often to take conspicuous vengeanca; and
on the Coutinent much of it contimied o the
time of the French Revolution, thongh in Jinglnud
the oavlicr and better organization of the demo-
cratic classcs put an end to it soaner, by establish-
ing cqual laws and free national nstitutions,

It people are mostly so little awara oy com-
otely, during the greator part of the dumtion
of our species, tha lew of force was the avowed
mile of general conduct, any athier leing only
« special aud exeeptionel cousequence of peeulinr
ties—and from Tiow very rcoent  dale it is tht
the affairs of sacicty in_ genaral have boon oven
pretended to bo regulated nccording 1o auy
moral law; s litdle do peoplo remember or
consider, how institutions aud customs which
nover liad any grownd but tho law of force, lust
on into ages and states of genoral opivion which
never would huve permitted thir first estabiisl
ment. s then forty yeus ago, Fuglishmen
might stil by law hold Tuman beings in bondsgo
as saleable proparty ¢ within the present century
they raight kidaap them and earry them off, aud
wark them literally to death, Tiis ahsolutely
extreme casc of tho law of force, condemued by
those who can tolerate almost. ovary other form
of axbitrary pover, and which, of all otlers, pro-
senta features the most covoltiug to the feclivgs
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of all who Took at it from s impartinl position,
was e luw of civitized nnd Christion ‘ln;:!nml
within the memory of persons now living :
e one hif of Anglo-Saxon Americu threo or
fonr years ago, not only did slavery exist, hut
the slave trade, and the by
prowly for it, was o gencral practice hetween
sluve stutes. Vet not only was there n grealer
strength of sentimont against it, hut, in Baghud
at lenst, o less amount cither of feclivg or of in-
torest in fuvour of it, thun of any other of the
enetomnary abnses of foreo : for ils molive was
the love of gain, nnmixed mnd undisguiscd ; and
thowe who profited by it wers n vory smal) un-
fraction of tho conntry, while the natural
f\‘u\mg of all who wore ot personally intorested
ity was wmitigated ablorrence,  So extrome
w instance mukes it almost superliuons to refer
to tny otler : but cousidler tho long duation of
ubsolute monacchy.  Tn Hogland at prosent it
i the wlmost wniversal convietion thal. military
despoliam s 2 cwse of tho law of force, hnving
20 other origin or justification. Yot in all the
grent nmtions of Knropo exeept Bugland it cither
atill exists, or hus auly just censed to exint, aud
I ovon vow w strong purty favourable to it in
all ks of tho peaple, especinlly among person
of stution aud cousequonce.  Snels s tho power
of un cstublished systom, oven whon fir from

£
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woiversal ; when not ouly i almost every period
of listory there have beon great and well-known
cxamples of the coutrary systea, but these have
alniost invariably been afforded by the most
illustrions tnd most prosperous communitics.  Tn
this case, too, the possssor of the undue power,
the person direetly ioterosted in it, is ouly ove
Derson, while those who arc subjoct to it aud
suffer from it ure literally ol the vest. The
yoke is natarally and ucccssarily humiliating to sll
persons, except the one who is on the throoe,
together with, at most, the one who expects to
suceeed 10 it.  How different® are -hesc oases
from that of the power of men ovor womea ! [
om not now prejudging the question of its jostifi-
ableness. T am showing bow vastly more perma-
neat it conld not bt e, cven if not justifiable,
than these other domiuations which have never-
theless Tusted down to our own time. What-
ever gratification of pride there is in the posses-
sion of power, and_ whatever personal intercst in
its exercisc, is in this case vot confined to &
Yimited class, but common to the whole wale
scx. Tnstead of heing, to most of its supporters,
& thing desirablc chiefly in tho abstrset, or, like
the political ends ususlly contended for by fac-
tions, of little private importance to any but the
lesders ; it comes home 1o the person and hearth
of every male bead of s family, snd of evory one
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ko looks forward to being s0. ‘The clodliopper
oxeroiscs, or is to excrcisc, his share of the power
cqually with the highest noblemen. Aud the
case in that in which the desire of powor is the
strongost: for cvery onc who desires power, desiros
it most over those who are uearest to him, with
whow his life is passed, with whom Lo has most
coucerns in commou, nud in whom any inde-
Jondence of his authority is oftencst likely to
il preferencos.  1f, in -
the other cases specified, powers mavifestly
groundad only ou forco, and having so much less
to suppors, them, aro 30 slowly and with s0 much
Wty got rid of, much more must it be so
with this, even if it rests on po bettor foundation
than those.  We must consider, 0o, that the
posessors of the power have facilities in this
case, greator than in any other, to provent any
nprising agaiust it.  Evory ano of the subjocts
lives nndr the very cye, and almost, it may be *
said, in the hands, of one of the masters—in
closer iutimacy with him than with any of her
fellow-subjects ; with no means of combining
agaiust bim, no power of cven locally over-
‘masterivg bim, and, on the other hand, with tho
strangost. motives for secking his favour and
avoiding to give him offouce. In struggles for
political cmaucipation, everybody kuows how often
its cbampions aro bonght off by bribes, or daunted
. c2
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by temrors. In the ease of womon, cach indic
vidunl of the subject-class is in a chronie state of
bribory and intimidation combined. T seting
up the standard of resistance, a large ymber of
the leaders, and still more of the followers, mnst
make an almost comyplete snevitice of the plea-
wures or the allevintions of their own individual
lot. 1f cver iy systom of privilege wid eu-
forcad subjoction had its yoke tightly riveted
on the necks of those who are kept down by it,
this hos. T have wot yet shown that it i w
wrong system : but overy ono who is capable of
thinking on tho subject mmst sco that cvon if it
is, it was certain to outlst all other forms of
unjust authority. And whon some of tho grossest
of the other forms still exist in many civilized
conntrics, and hnve only recently been got vid
of in others, it wonld be strange if that which
is 80 mueh tho deopestrooted hnd yel boeu
perceptibly shaken anywhere.  Thero s more
renson to. wondor that the protests and testi-
monics againt it should have boew so numcrons
and 0 weighty ns thy are,

Some will object, that a comparison canuot
fairly be mado belween the government of the
male sox and the forms of wnjust power which 1
hive adduced in illustration of it, sinee these ure
arlitrary, and the effeet of mero. wsurpation,
while it on the contrary s nataral. Jut was
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there evor any dominntion which did not appear

aturnl to those who possesed it7  There was
time when (o division of mankind into two
elasses, u smll one of masters nul & wmcrons

16 of slaves, nppenred, oven to tha most ealti-
s, 10 bo 1 untural, wnd the only natural,
condition of the human No less an in-
telleot, wd one which contributed 1o fess to tho
progress of human thought, than Aristatle, li
this opinion withont donbt or misgiving; mud
vested it on the samo prewises on which tho
samo ussertion in regard to the dowinion of mon
over women i wsually hased, nunely (e there
are different natures among wankind, freo e
Gron, wnd slave waures; that the Greeks were
off . five unture, the burbarin mros of Thracians
and Asiaties of n sluvo snture,  But why need T

o back t Avistotlo?  Did not the slcowners
of te Sonthiern United States mintain e wanio
doctring, with all the fanaticism with which men
cling to tho thoories Ut jusiity thcie pussions
and Tegitinato Gheiv porsonal interests?  Did
oy wot. eall heaven wd cwrth o witnews that
tie domiion of the whito mun over the bluck is
natural, e the black raco ix by wature
prblo of frecdomt, nd marked ant for shavery ?
somio even going so fur us to say hat to fre
of mununl Iubourors s an wnatural order of
Uings wnywhere,  Again, tho theorists of nhso-

vatod m

cn-
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luto monarcly have always affmed il 1o e tho
ouly uatural form of goverwment; ieing fran
the patrinvelud, which was (ho prinitiva
spontancons form of society, frmmed o tho
wodel of the paterunl, which is anterior to wcicty
itsclf, and, ns they contend, the most wntued
authority of ull. Ny, for that matler, the law
of force itsclf, to those who could nat plead wy
other, has tlways seemed tho wost wutural of ull
grounds for tho oxercise of authority.  Conguer-
ing ees hold it (o bo Naturc’s owar dictule Un
the conquered should oliey the eonguerars, oF, i
they cuphoniously paraphraso it, that the Fechier
and more unwarlike races should submit to tho
Vraver and manlicr.The smallest. wequintan
witle b 1ifo in the widdle ages, shows low
supremely natural Uie. domi
obility over mex of low coudition appenred to
the nobility themselves, and how wnnatural tho
concoption scemed, of & porson of the inferior
class clniming cquality with them, ov oxcreising
authority ovor them. It lardly scomed less so
to tho cluss held in subjection. Tho cimunci
yated sorfs nd burgossos, oven in theit most
vigorous struggles, nover wndo any preteusion to
o shre of authority ; they only demanded moro
o loss of limitation to the power of tyruising
over thom.  So tme is it that wnnatural gene

rally monns only unoustomary, wnd tht evary- ©
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hing which is vsnal appears natural.  The sub- |
jection of women {0 men being o wiiveral
Custom, muy departure from it quite netelly
s wnmatural. But how entively, oven in
Uiy caso, tho fecling is dependent on custom,
appears by mnple experionce.  Nothing 80 mneh
astonishes the pooplo of distant parts of tho
world, when they first learn anylling sbone
Englnd, as to be told that it is wader o queen:
tho Uiings secns to them so wmatueal a3 to bo
abmost ineredible. To Englishmen this docs not
scom in the lonst degree wnmabival, becanse: they
aro wsed 1o it; k. they do fel it mumatural tnt
omen shonld ho suldicrs or members of parlin-
foudnl nges, on the contrary, war
wore wot thought wimtaral o
wameu, becase not w5 it scemed natneal
that women of tho privileged clnsses should bo
of manly charactor, inferior in nothing hnt hodily
stiength Lo theiv lnshands and fathers. Mo
indopendence of women scomed vather loss -
natural o the Greeks than o other aueicnts, on
aceount of (e fabulons Amazons (whom they
hetieva to bo historical), aud the partial example
allordead iy the Spurtan wowen ; who, tiongh no
less subordinate by Loy than in other Gre
statos, woro moro froo i faot, and being trnined
to budily oxcreises in tho same mwier with
o, gavo maplo proof that they were ot vatu-
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rally disqualified for them.  Thero ean be little
doubt that Spartan xporicnce suggested to Plato,
among many other of his dootrines, tht of the
social and political cquelity of the two sexes

But it will be said, Uho ruo of mew over womon
differs from all these others in ot being o vule
of faree: it s accopted vohuntarily ; women wike
10 compluini, aud wre consouting purtics Lo it.
T tho st place, a grent number of women o
not nceept it. Bver

o thero huvo been women
able o make thelr sentiments kuown by their
writings (the only modo of publicity which socicty
permits to them), an increasing mmber of the
bavo vecorded ratests agaiast their proseut wociul
condition : and recently ity thowsunds of thow,
lewded by the most. cminent. women kuown t
the public, have potitioned Purliament for ticir
admission €0 the Perliamontary Sufirugo. The
claina of women 10 bo ciieated ns solidly, und in
the samo branches of knowlodge, a8 wen, is urged
wilh growing intensity, and with a great prospest
of success; whilo tho domand for their adwission
into professions nad ocenpations hithorto closod
aguinat thom, becomes evory year maro wrgent,
Though thore avo ot in this conntry, as thero
aro in tho Unitell States, periodical Conventions
and an orgauizad party to agitato or tho Rights
of Womon, there is o nnmerous aid netive Sacioty
orguuizad and waunged by woon, for the movo
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Tmiited object of ohtaining tho political frauchis
Nor is it only in our awn country and in Awerica
et womien ave. begining o protest, wore or
less collectively, mgainst the dbabilitios under
which they Iubour. France, nud Ttaly, wid
witzerland, nd Russin now afford cxemples of
the sune hing.  How numy more women thero
o who silently cherish similar wpimtions, o
ouo can passibly kuow; but there ure abundint
tokons how wny wordd cherish thew, wero Uiey
10k 30 stronuously tuught to repress tom s con-
trary to e propricties of their sex. 10 must b
remombored, also, that o enslaved cliss o
asked for completo liberty nt ane "
do Montfort eatlead the dopntien of the commons
0 it for tho fist timo in Parlisent, d

eleetul by thoir cmatitucuts, shonld ke wd
destroy wivistrics, wd dictnto to the king in
Al of state?  Nosuch thaught entered into
nation of the most wnibitions of them,
“Tiie nobility had alrondy these pretcusions ; the
commons prtemled 1 nething bt to ho exempt
from wrbitrary tusntion, and from the gross i
vidual oppression of tho kig's officers. 1t is
politienl Tow of wature thut thaxe wh are wdes
any power of wncicut orighy, never hegin by
complai power itself, bt only o
oppressive exercise, Thers s wever wiy waut of

it
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women who complain of ill vsage by their lus-
bunds. “Mhere would bo infinitely morc, if cont-
Phaint were uot the greatest of ull provoeatives

1o n ropetition and incremse of th ill usage. It .

s this which frustrates all attempts to w
the power but protect the woman wgninst its
abuses. In o othor caso (except that of & child)
i the person who s been proved judlicinlly to
hiwve sufered an injary, roplaced wider the phy-
sical power of the eulprit who inflicted it
Accordingly wives, ovon in Uho most extreme v
protumeted cases of bodily ill wsnge, hnwdly o
duro avail themsolves of tho laws inwle for the
protection : wnd if, in & moment of irrepressiblo
indignation, or by the iuterforouco of ucighliours,
thoy aro induced to do so, their wholo ellort alter-
wards is to diseloso as little a3 they ea, and to
heg off their tyrant from his merited clustisoment,

AN canses, social and nutomd, combive to
wake it wilikely thet women showld be col-
Tootively rubollious 10 tho power of men.  Thoy
o0 80 fur in o position dilferont from all othor
subject olasscs, that their mastors require some-
thing worc from thom than actual scrvico, Men
do ot want solely tho obedicneo of woman, thuy
want their seatimonts. Al men, exeept the most
ratish, dosire to have, in tho woman most uearly
connectad with them, not & forced slave hut «
willing one, uot a lavo morely, but w favourite.

1
H
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They havo thevefore put overyting in practico
to enslwve theie i The wters of all
other slaves voly, for mnintaiving obedience, o
fonr; cither fonr of Uiomwclves, or religion fears.
“Tiie musters. of womon wited wore U simpl
obadicnce, aud they wred the whols foreo o
cdncation to ofliet. their purpose. AN womon
are brought up fram the very enrliest years in
the belief that theiv ideal of eharneter i the very |
opposite Lo that of mei; not self-will, and govern-
‘ment by aclf-control, bt subission, and yielding
10 tho coutrol of others.  All tho moralitics tell
thom Ut it s tho duty of women, und wll the
curvont sentisontalities t it ix Ui vt (o
Tive for others; to make completo whey
thomselvisy, mnd to b o Tl bt i their
afloctions. And by their uffections wro meant
Ui only oues they are allowel to lave—thoe o
the men with whom ey nre conneeted, o to
tho chilivon who constitnte . additionnl awd
indefonsible tio hetwoen thew aud w . When
wo put togoth Uringe—first, tho naturl
attraction hobween oppisito sexes; seeondly, the

deration, aued all abjects af saciul whition, e in
general ho sought or obtained by her only throngh
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lim, it would he a miracle if the object of heing
attractive to men had not beome the polar stav
of ferminine cdueation aud fortation uf cluracter.
Aud, this great mewss of influcnee over e niih
of women having boen ncquired, wn it
sclfishicss mado men avail themselves of it to
the utimost as @ means of ol

subjeetion, by ropresonti

s
will into the hands of n mun
part of sexual attructivencss.  Can it b
that auy of tho other yokes which

anececded in reaking, would liavo sulsivted (ll
wow if the same mewns lad existed, ml hud heen
nssodulously wsed, to bow down their minds 10 L7
36 it had been mado the object of ke ifu of every
young_ plebeian to find personal favour in tho

ont s the prize which they all should look out
for, the'most gifted nnd aspiring being uhlo to
reckon on tho most desivablo prires ; mad if, when
this prizo hud eon obtained, they hadd beon sht
out by o wall of brass from ol interosts ot
centering in him, all foclings and desircs but
those which he shared or inculented ; would not
serfe ad seignurs, plebcians aud patricians, havo
Veen s broudly distinguishod at this day ua mou




Cteie v ow. R BN T Rocid
end politionl aubjeotion to mon,  Lut T may go
farthor, and maintain that the courso of history,
and tho tandonoios of progrossivo human socioty,
aflord not ouly w0 prosumption in favour of this
aystom of inequlity of rights, bt . strong oo
agalst it; wnd that, so fur wx tho whole coume of
Bman improvemont wp to thin time, tho whalo
stroam of modenn tendencios, warranta any ne
forance o the subject, it i, that this relc of the
post s discordant with the future, and must
ncoossarily disappea,

Tor, what is the peeulior charaotor of {he
modorn world—tho differonco
tinguishos o
idens, modern li

ich cliofly dise
n iustitutions, modem socin)
itsolf, fooms Hhowe of timos long
past? Tt ds, that uman boings oro o longes
bom to their placs i ife, and ohained down Ty
an fuesorablo bond to o place oy are bora to,
but are fi60 to employ their Moultios, aud sucl,
fivourublo chanoos us offor to nokievo tho loé which,
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may appear to thom most desivable,  Iumn
socloty of old was constitated on n vory difforont
princigle. All were barn £ o fised socinl poyie
tion, and were mastly kep in it by law, or futer.
dicted from any wonns by which thoy eould
emerge from it. As somo mon aro bom
aud othors binck, 80 somo woro born slaves qud
others froomen nnd citisens ; somo wero hoy
Datricians,others plobeians; some wore bor fondul
nobles, othors commonors and rotwicrs. A slave
or sarf could nover make himsell five, var,
exeapt by tho will of his muster, beconto s,
In most Buropenn countrios it wa wot gi)
towards the cloeo of thio middlo ugos, nad us
consequenco of the growth of rogal powor, tha
commonces could bo emobied. Bven mougnolcs,
the cldest son was born tho oxclusivo licie to
pterual possosions, and n long Lo clapmed befory
it was flly ostablisied that the father conld (s,
inkerlthim. Amang tho iudustvious clussos, only
050 ko were born mombars of n guild, or wory
sdmittod into it by its mombers, could lnwfully
practise their calling within its local lmite; g
noboly conld practise any ealling deamed {m.
portanty in any but tho legal muunor—by pro.
cesees anthoritativaly prescribed.  Manufuetnyeny
have atood in the pillry for presuming to camy
on their business by sew and improved methode
* T modern Burope, and most iu. oo parts of
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it which have participated wost largely in all
other modera improvements, diametrically op-

any social or industrial operation shall or shall
ot be conducted, or what modes of conduting
them shall bo Jawful.  These things are left to
the wnfettcred choice of individnals.  Even the
luws which required that workmen should serve
an_ apprentioeship, bave in this country beon
repealed : there being ample assurauco that in
all cases in which an approntiecship is necessa

its nocessity will soffico to enforee it.
thoory was, that. the least possiblo shonld be left
to tho choioe of the individual ageot; that all
e bind to do skould, as far ns practicabe, be luid
down for Lim by superior wisom. Left to
Nimself he w n
conviction, the fruit of a thomsand years of
expericnce,is, that things in which the individual
is the person dircetly intorested, never go right
but as they are left to bis own diseretion ; and
that sny regulation of them by authority, excopt
1o protect the rights of others, is sure to be mis-
chicvons. Vs conclusion, slovly arrived at, and
not adopted until slmost every possible applica-
tion of the conteary theory had hecn made with
disastrous result, now (in tho industrial depart
ment) provails universally i the most advanced
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conntrics, almost universally iu all that have
preteusions to auy sort of advancement. It s
oot that wll processen are supposed 1o be equally
good, or all persans to be equally qualified for
cverytbing; but that freedom of individual
chaice is uow known to be the only thing
wlich procures the adoption of the best pro-
cesses, nd throws ench operation foto the hunds
of thuse who are best qualificd for it.  Nobody
thinks it nccessary to make u law that only o
strong-anned maa shall he a blacksmith.  Freo-
don ad competition suffice to make Wacksmiths
strong-armed wen, becanse the weak-armed can
carn more by cogaging i occupations for which
they are more fit. In cohsonance with this
doctrine, it s folt to be wu overstepping of the
proper bowuds of authority to fix beforchand,
on some geoeral presumption, that certain per-
sons are not fit to do cortain things. 1t is now
thoroughly kuowa and admitted that if some
mh presumplions etist, 5o such presumption is

dalible.  Even if it be well gronaded in o
mejority of cases, which it is very likely not
to be, there will he a mioority of exeeptional
cuscs in which it docs not bold: and in those
it is both ao iujustico to the individuals, and
& detriment to society, to place barriers in the
way of their using their facultics for their own
boncit and for thet of others. In the casos,
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on the other finnd, in which the wnfitness is
veal, the ondinary motives of hunmn condnet
will on the wholo suflice to prevent th
potent persan feom making, or (rom porsisting
in, the attempt.

I dhis gonoral principle of social aud ccono-
wieal science is ot truo; if iudividuals, with
such help as they oun derivo from tho opins
of those who fnow thom, aro not. hotier judges
than tho Jaw and the govermment, of th
own enpacities nd vocation ; the world caunot
100 soou abndon this principlo, and return to
tho old ystom of regalations and disabiities.
But if the principle is true, we onght to wel
asif wo befieved it, and ot to ondnin thst to
bo Bom a girl instend of & boy, wiy morc
than 1o be bom black instend of white,
conuorier fnstond of n wobleman, shall decido
tho pewson's position through )l lifo — shall
interdict peaplo from all the more clovated
socinl positions, and from all, oxcept n fow,

vospoetnblo ocenpations.  Even were we Lo admit |

tho utmost that is ever protended as io tho
suporior fitness of men for all the funetious now
veserved to thow, the samo argumont. applios
whiieh forbids n legn) qualification for membors of
Purliemont. 1 only once in a dosen years tho
conditions of cligibility excludo o it porson,
thero is a xonl loss, whilo tho oxclusion of Uiou-
»
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sands of wnit persons is no gaia; for if tho con-
stitution af the electoral body disposes then to
choose wnfit porsons, thero are always plenty of
such persons 1o choose from.  Tn all things of
any diiculty and i portanec, those who ean do
thew well are fewer than tho need, even w
{lie wost unrestricted latitude of chvice : and any
Jimitation of the ficld of selection deprives society
of same ehances of being serveed by the compet
without ever saving it from the incompetent.
At present in the more inproved countics,
the disablities of woen arc the only case, save
one, in which laws and justitutions take persons
at their bieth, and ordain hat they shail never in
all their Jives be allowed to compote for certain
things. The one exception is that of royally.
Persons stil} are born to the throne ; no oue, not
of the reigning family, can ever ocenpy it, and
no one even of that family can, by any means
hut the courso of hereditary succession, attain it.
All other dignities and social advautages are opea
 the whole male sex: many indecd arc only
attainable by wealth, but wealth may be striven
for by any onc, and is actually obiwined by many
mea of the very humblest origin. The difficultics,
1 the majority, are indeed insuperable without
the xid of fortunate accidents; but no male
bamay being is wnder any legal bav: neither
law nor opinion superadd artificiel obstacles to
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the natoral ones. Woyalty, ne T have said, is
excepted : bt in this ease every one feeds it Lo bo
an exeption—

mordern world,
in warked opposition Lo it customs ancl priy
T
spovial. expediencion, whivh, tough
and wations dilfer in - estimating thei
unquestionably do in fact exist. But in this
exceptionnl enso, in which a high soc
i, for inpostant ressons, hestowed o birth instend
of being pnt wp o compotition, al froo nations
contrivo to adlcre in substanco (o tho principle
ch they nominaily derogato; for ey
civamseribe v high function by conditions
e to prevent the person ta han
chonga from xeally performing it

dunly

docs obtain the post by o
ctition from sehicl no fall-grown citizen of
Uie wle s i legally excluded. “Uho disabilitics,
thorefore, o which women aro subject from tho
mero fuct of their irth, nro Uio solitury cxamples
of the kind in modern legishtion.  Tn no
inatanco exozpt this, which comprehenda lul€ tho
Tuman tuee, aro the highor sociel functions
olosed ngainat iy on by n fatality of birth which
wo excrtions, il no chunge of eircmmstaces,
e overcomo; for oven  religions  disabilitics
(besides that in England and i urope thoy
b2




have practioally almost censed to cxist) do not
sloso any carcer to the disqualificd porson in cuo
of couyersion,

o social subordination of women s stauds
out an islated fact in modern social fnstitutions ;
& solitary brenoh of what hus beoume thoie funda.
mental law ; o single relic of an old worid of
thonght and practice exploded in evoryiing oo,
but rotained in the ono thing of mosk wniversl
ntorest; usifa gigantio dolmon, ora vast. tomple
of Jupiter Olympius, ocoupicd tho site of S,
Pauts and recofved duily worship, while the sur.
rounding Christian chnzchos wero only rowortee] to
em fusts and fativals.  This outico disoropancy
between ono social fact and all thoso whil,
secompany it, wnd tho vadical opposition hetwoos
ita nature and tho progrossive movement which is
the banst of tho modem world, and which T
succassvely swopt away overytling oo of
suslogous chamotor, sy afteds, to o con.
sciontiona obscrver of Tuman toudonoics, serious
mobter for eflcction. It aises & primf. fucio .
sumption on the wilhvoursblo side, fur onbweigh.
ing any which oustom and usago could in such
giroumatonoes creato on tho favourablo; ag
Hhould at Teast sufleo to muko. this, fiko (h
shoico  betwoon republiouiam anq ropalty, a

ced question,

The loast that can bo demandod is, that tho
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question should not o considered as prejndged
by existing fuet and existing opinion, but ope

Qiscussion on its merits, w n question of justice
and cxpedioncy: the decision on Uhis, as on
any of the other sovial arangoments of mankind,
deponding on what o enlightencd ostimate of
tendencica and conscquences may show Lo bo
most udvantugeous to humanity in general, with-
out distinclion of sex,  And the discussion must
bo n real discussion, descending to fomndations,
and not. veating satisfied with vaguo and general
assortions. Tt will not do, for instance, (o assert
in gonerd terms, that the expericnce of wankind

v courses, vo lang as ices lins only beon
¥ienco of one. 10 it be said Ut the doctrine of
the cquality of tho sexca rests only on theory, it
st be remembered that tho coutrary doctring
wao lins only theory to rost wpon, Al that is
proved in its favour by direot experionce, is that
amankind liave heon able 1o exist under it, and to
attain the degree of improvement und prosperity
which we now sco ; hut whethor hut. prospority
s beew ntiained soonor, or is now greter, than
it would Ive beon wnder (o other system, ox-
perienco docs not say.  On tho other hand, ox-
perionce docs suy, Ut every stop in improvement
Jias been so invarinbly accompanicd by a siop
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wado in raising the cial position of
that historinns und philosophers huve: been
adopt: their clevation or dehaenent ax o
whole: tho surcst test mul wost arret e of
ilizntion of  people o au nge. Througl
intory, tha

the eivili
all the progressive period of human
condition of wonten s been nppronching wearer
to cquality with men. Thix dues ot of itwlt
prove that tho assimilution wust go o to complete
cquality ; ut it assuredly affords sowe presanp.
tion that such ix the enso.

Neither does it avil anything (o say that the
nature of the two sexcs wdlapts them to tuir
prescnt functions nud position, aud rewlers th
appropriate to them.  Stunding o tha gronnd of
common sense and the coustitution of tho human
mind, I deny that wny oo kuows, or can know,
the natare of the bwo scxcs, s long s they have
ouly boen seon in their presont rolution to no
snothor. I mon had over beon Fannd in socioty
without wowen, or woman withaut won, or it
there ad been a aocicty of men wwl women in,
which the women were not wnder tho control of
the men, something might huvo leon positively
known about tho mentul aud moral difforcuces
hich may bo inherent i tho waturo of cach.

hat is now called the natwo of womon is au
coivently artificial Uing—tho rosult of forsed
Tepression in some directions, wanaturel stinula
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win others. It may bo nssorted withont/
seruple, Ut no other clss of dependents. lavo
had their charncter so irely distorted from its
watural proportions by their relntion with thoir
masters 5 for, if conrored und slave s havo
boen, in some vespeets, moro foreibly represseid,
whatever in them has not heen erushed down by an
iron heel hay geuerally been ot wlone, m i feft
with wny liberty of development, it s develupal
itsell neconliug to its own laws; but in tlu\ o
of women, o hot-house wud stovo el ™
alwnys been carried on of somo of the epabilitics
of their native, for tho henefit il plensura of
their masters,  Then, becniso cevinin priducts of
the general vital force sprout husurinntly wd
roneh n gerent developmont i this heated wtuo.
spliero mnd wnder this wetive mirturo wd water-
ingg, whilo other shoots from the same root, which
wro left outsido i the wintry air, with ico pur-
posely heaped il vound them, have n stunted
growth, wd wmo aro burnt off with firo and
disppear; men, with that ibitity o recoguie
their own work  which distinguishes the uu-
analytic wind, indolently helieve that the: tew
grows of itsell i the way ey have wada it
grow, and that it woukl die it one half of it
woro wot kept in o vapour buth an
half iu tho snow.

Of all diftienltios which impedo tho proy

the other
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of thovght, and tho formation of well-gronaded
opinions on life and social arrangements, the
greatest i now {he wispenkable ignorance and
inatiention of mankind in respeet 1 the in-
finences which form human charseter. Whatover
any portion of the homan species now urc, or
seem to be, such, it is sopposed, they have a
natural tendency to be: even when the most
n)»mc..m, Kuowledge of the circamstanecs o

lich they have been placed, clearly points ont
Tho e hat made them what. fhey e,
Becouse a cotticy deeply in avrenrs to lis lund-
lord is not industrious, there wre people who
bk that tbe Trish erc paturally idle.  Becanse
constitutions can be overthrown wlien the autho-
ities sppointed to cxecute them turn their arms
agaiust them, thero are people who think the
French incapable of frec government. Becanse
the Grecks cheated the Turks, and the Turks only
plundered tho Greeks, there arc persous who
think that the Turks arc uaturally move sinecre:
2nd becanse women, ns is ofien said, care nothing
sbout polities oxcept their persoualitics, it s
supposed that the general good is naturally less
interesting to women than to men. History,
which is now to much better understood than
formerly, teaches another lesson : if only by show-
ing the extraordinary susceptibility of lnmman
e 1o external influcnces, and the extreme
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vasiableaness of those of its wanifstations wich
are supposed to be most wiversal and wniform.
But in bistory, ns in travelling, men vsually sce
only whut they alroady Tind in their own minds ;
and fow Jemn much from istory, who do ot
Dring el widl them 0 its study.

eice, i regand to that wost diffcult ques-
tion, what wra tho watural d

su the prosent state of society 1o ubinin com-
plete nnd corrcet kuowledge—vhile almost overy-
body dogmatizes wpon it, wwost ll veglect nud
smake Vight of tho only mewss by whicl
b o b obtained into it Phis is,
an wnlytic study of tho wost important de-
partment of psyeliology, the T of the influeico
of cirenmiunees ow chomeler. o, howover
rent wnd nppurently neradieablo tho woral and
ntellcetual difforences betweon men and women
wight e, tho oridence of their boivg nntnral
differences could only be negs ozo only
could be inferred o bo ntnral which could not
possilly b artificil—tho residuum, after de-
ducting overy cliracteristio of cithor sex. whiclt
can il of being expluined from clnention or
extorunl ciranustinces. Mo profondest know-
ledgo of the lawa of tho formation of character
i indispensablo o entitle wy ono to uflin even
that thero s wny diflovonco, much woro what -

e
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o dillorence is, between the two soxes cone
sidored a5 moral and rational heings ; aud sines
10 0ne, 13 yot, has that knowlodge, (for thoro iy
Jually ey subjoot which, in propartion to ity
importauce, hus heea 5o Kttlo studicd), o oy 1
thus fur-entitled to nay poitive opinion o fh
subjoct.  Coujosture aro ll that ean nt prosen
e imado; conjostures moro or lew prubabl,
pocording as woro or less nthoriseil by puch
of th

ehology, aa pied to tho forutation of charotey.
Bven tho proliminary Kuowledge, what the
diftronces betweon dhe aoxen novw are, apurt
on 18 to Low they nro mado what

the crndest. wudd wost inoon.
Mol yructitioncrs nuck piiysio.

m
in bodily oonstitution ; nud this iy gy
o

hardly any medical practitioner fy 5 Pyehologist,
Rospecting tho mental claraotcrstios op Womon ;-
el observatons ara of w0 moro. oty [
thoss of common mon, Tt s  aubject gy which
nothing fual oun bo Known, so long pp thoso
ko alono oan really know it, oy thomsoles,
Yavo given but ittle tesimony, ang i littlo,
mostly suborned. Tt sy to

wonan SUpidity is much tho sme ol
vorkd over, A supid porsons notions sy feole




ngs may confidently bo fnfereol from s which £

fielings aro au emantion from
and faculties, It is only o man her
who lins mny tolerabl knorwledge of the eluructer
wvan of tho women of his own family, I do!
w0t meau, of () nohady
Tows, ot oven themsclves, o most of
o Tinve never beow ealleal wnt. 1 mean dheir
nctunlly csisting thowghts and fockings.  Many
i Uhinks o perfeetly wnderstands women,
beense ho s D aotory rolutions with
soverl, perhnps with many of thea, € o s
W gaa alherver, and hix expericneo uxtends Lo
Guality s well ns quantity, ho may e lerat,
something of one narrow department of their
nbure—nn important departmcnt, wo - donbt.
Bt of all tho rest of it, fow persons aro gene-
rally move ignarant, becnse thero aro fow from
whom 3 in w0 curclly lidlen.  Tho most§
favonrable ensa which & man ean gonerally have!
for studying the clnrmeter of . woman, is that
of hix own wifo: for tho opportunitics are greater,
and the cuses af comploto sywpathy not so un-
spenlably rave. Awdl i fact, this is tho sourco
from which wny knowledge worlh having on tho
subjeat has, T believe, gonerally como, Tt most.
men have not had the opportunity of studying in




2

this wey more than o single case s neeordingly

ome can, to an alnost Inghuble degree

w i oy

wint o mar's wifo s like, fr
about women i goneral. T wike cve
ouc case yicll auy result, the woun wst bo
warth knowing, aud Use an ot ouly @ comge.
tent judgo, but of n chnracter so xympathetic
itself, and so well adupted to hers, that
cither veud her mind by sywpathetic on, H
or Tns vothing in himsell which ke her sy
of disclosiug it nndly wnything, U believe, |
can bo more yaro thun this comjunction, 1t
often happens that thera i the wont completo
uuity of fecling and conumity of interests ne
() to all cxtornal things, yob the one hus e fitle
| admission iuto the internal life of tho alher ns -
| if they wore common ncq Erven with B
1 true affeetion, nuthority an the one sido und sb.
ordination on the other prevent pesfict confl.
“dence. Thongh nothing may bo ntentionally
. vithleld, ruueh is not shown.  Tn the aunlogaus
relation of paveut and child, the correapo
Jphenomenon must havo beon in tho alwervai
*of every one. As botweon futhier wd son, how
many ace_ the cues in which tho ather, i yito
of real alfection on both sides, obviomly t ail |
the world doos ot know, wor muspe, parts of
the sows character familiar to lis compuions
-and equals. Tl trath is, that tho o

|




looking wp 10 auather i extremely wipropitions
to complete sincerity nud openness with hin.
The fear of losing gromud in his opinion or iu his
foclings is 5o strong, that oven in m upright cha-
rmcter, there it un wicouscions tondency Lo show
only the best side, or the sido which, though not
tho best, s that which ho most ikea o seo: nd it |
ey bo confidently said Uint thorough kiiowledge |
of one another hardly ever exists, hut between {
Jersons who, bosides being intimates, aro cquals,
Tow mneh more truc, thou, must all thi
whom (ho o s wot only wnder tho anthority of
tho other, hut has it inculeated on hor us & duty
to reekon cvorything clse subordinate to s
comfort and ploasnre, mudl to fet him neith
nor foel anytiing coming from her, except whnt
is agreeable to him. Al theso diflicultics stand
in tho way of a man's obtaining any thorough
knowledge evon of tho ono woman whom alono,
in goweral, ho lins suflicient opportunity of study-
g, When vo fethor consider that to under.
stand one woman is not necossarily to nuderstand
any other womnn; that cven if ho conld study
many women of onc rank, or of one country, he
would not therehy undorstund women of other
vauks or conntrics; and even if fio did, they are
still ouly the women of a single poriod of Nistory;
w0 mny safely wssort thut the kuowledge which
men o acquiro of womon, oven ns thoy havo

or 300
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been and are, without reference to what Uiy
might b, is wretehedly maperfect und superfil
and abways will bo 20, until wonien themselse
have told ail that they have to tell.

And this tiue has not comoj; nov will it conr
otherwise than gradually. It is It of yesterdy
tiat women hase either been qualified by literary

mplishueats, or permitted by society, to ta
anything to the genoml public.  As yet very
few of them dare tell anything, which men, o
whomn their fiterary success depends, are uu.
willingtohear. Lot vs vemember i what mamner,
ap to a very recent time, the expression, even
by a male suthor, of wicustomary opinions, or
what arc deemed cceentric fe
and in some degree still is, r
form some faimt conception nnder what inipedi.
ments & woman, who is browght up (o think
custom and opinion her soverciga rulc, attempts
to express iu books suything drawn from the
depthis of hier own nature. The greatest woman
who has left writiogy belind Jer suficient to
give her 2n eminent rawk in the literature of her
country, thought it nceessary to prefix s a molto
to her boldest work, “Ua homme pent braver
Popiaion; une femme doit s’y soumettve”* The
grester part of whiat womon write about womon
s mere sycophancy o men. Tn the case of un-

* Tikopogn of Mase. o Stale  Dlpline:*




o, e of it seems only intended
clee of o hnsbond. My,

o, avorstep the
l what i d

or velishrd by any wan, except the very vulgo
Bt Wi s ol w0 often the e ws, even ol
quite tate period, it atill s, Literary women
e more freespolen, nud mone willing
o expross their real sentiments,  Unfortwtely,
i Wia conntey empecially, they ure thenmelven
sneh wrifvinl produets, that their seutimenta ure
compounded of & muall clement of individual
obwereation il consciommess, wd o very lirge
on of acyuired nacintions, s will s lews ;
o s the e, Tt 56 il v et w -
erent extent, e long w socinl fustitntions do uot
it the s freo development of orfginality *
i wonen which s posible 10w, When that
ot before, wo shull s, ad

e becons

ry to

of tha true muturo of women, hecanse. in Uhis ns
i w0y other (hiuge
winsinas e inopie et nd Gere is little
dhunee of rewonable thinking on the matter,
while peaple fatter themselves that they peefectly




most men

understand & subject of which mos
absolutely nothing, and of whicl it i ul prese
impossible thut any ma, or all men taken tog
ther, should have kuowledge

them to lay down the Juw o wome
is, or is uot, their vorution.  Mappily, no wy
knowleige i necesary for any pruetical purpo
conuected with the position of women i reluti
to socicty and lfo. Yor, neconding o il

‘principles involved i modeny soc
rests with women themselves—to bo decided |
their owa_experionce, wid by the we of the
owa faeultics. "There wrn o menns of fiudi
what cithor oue porson or many cnt do, hut
trying—and 1o means by which

diseaver for them what it is for their happino
to do or leave undone.

Oue thiug we may bo cortnin of~-that whnt
coutrary to women’s mturu (0 do, they neve
will be made to do by simply giving thir nutar
free play.  Tho anicty of muankind to futerfer
in hehalf of nature, for foar lest maturo shoul
not succeed i offecting its purposs, in w aite
gether unnceossury solicitude.  Wht wanien |
mature cannot do, it is quito supcriluous fo forls
them from doing.  What thay can do, It o
s well us the men who aro th
competition suffices to exeludo thow
nobody asks for protective du

campetitors
from 5 sine
and bowntie
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grentor nutural inclination for somo things thau
for othors, thoro is no oed of laws or socisl
inoulention to mako tho majority of thom d
tho former in proferonce to tho lnttor,  What,

And, s the words imply, thoy nvo most wanto
for the dhings o which they aro most fit; by
the apportiommant of which 1o them, #ho ol
ootivo fcultios of tho two soxes ean T pplind
on the wholo with tho greatest sum of valumblo
Tosult.

ho ganornl opinion of mon is supposed to be,
that tho natural vocation of o womn is thgt of
& vilb and mother. T sy, in mpposed to bo,

Thoy might Do mupposed to think that g1
lloged uutaral vocation of women was of 1
things tho mst ropuguant to thoir nature;
insomuol that i thoy are freo to do anything
clso—if any othor mowus of iviug, or cccupation
of theit timo and fucultics is apon, whicl, e
eay ohanco of apponing desirable to thom—ghorg
»
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ill 2ot b cuough of them who will o willing
o accopt the condition waid to b aturg) g
them. IF this is tho real apivion of mey fy-
generl, it would bo well that it shonid e
apoken ont. T should Tikn to hear somchody
ppenly enwciting the doctrine (i i alveady

should marey wnd produco children, Thoy o
2ot do 30 sy they o compalled, Tiongtore
ity eccasmy o compel thom” The ity o
the case vkl then bo dloury dofived, 35
oull bo oxactly that of o sveholdens of
South Carolin wid Lovisiuna, Ty 3y necesary
Hhat cotton aud augar should o grow, 1
g

men caunot produco thom,
for any wagos which wo choow: t iye,
they must bo compelled” Ay, illustration still
closer 10 tho poing s ey of improssment,
Seilors must absshtoly Lo had to dotom gy,
countay. It often huppons that thoy wil] g;
volwtarily onlist. Therooro horg. sy bo
tle pover of brcing thom,  1lgw oo s
this 1ogio boom wsod I and, bug. for flaw
i i without doubt it would Juvo e e
cosslil up 1o this dny, Ry g g, open to tho
it Dy the miloms tho Loyest yqlue
of their labour, When yoy yrg mdo it a
L worth theie whil 1o sorvo you, e 1y work for




ot omployers, yon will v o moro diffitty
than others havo in obtaining their sorvioon,
%o this there is o logioal answor excopt T i
nok aud 19 pooplo are now not only esharned,
but are ot desirous, to xob. tho Tabourar of 1,
hire impressinout is 10 longr advoeated. Thoge
o attomp o forco woman into maiago by
closing all othor doors againat. thom, luy them,
selves open to a similur rotort, Ir they moar
what they sy, thir opiion must evidontly bo,
ik men do nok rondor o marricd conditions
2o dositable to womon, as to juduco them t
aoeept it for its own recommenda

ot & sign of one’s thinkiug the boon one offors
vory attractive, when ouo allows auly Tighsonry
gholes *that or 1062 Aud Nore, T holowe,

vomen. T baliove thoy o afbeid, not Jogt
vomen should bo wavilling to mrey, for
do not thik that any ono in renlty Tan ot
epprelonsion; but lost thoy should insist gt
mutingo should be on oqual conditions ; losy
ol womon of spivit wud capacity should profer
dolg alniost anytling clsc, 0t in thoie. gy
s dograding, sashoe than marey, whon marey.
ing is giving thomaclves o mastor, wnd o maste
{oo of all theie aurihly possssions,  And. trly,
' this oousoguonco wero nooesdurly fucidout g
B2
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marrings, T link that tho approhousion, wouid
Do very well fownded. T agreo i thinking i
probable that few womon, oupablo of anything
ol would, wnlesa wnder an iereistiblo entrafye:
menty reudering them for tho timo fuscngily
o anything bt iwelfy chooso such « Tot, yien
ooy ofher wmeaus woro open to thom of lilling
fr comvoutionally honoursblo placs in it gy
I8 men axo dotormined. that tho Jny of warringo
shall be o La of despotiom, thoy aro quito right,
I point of more policy, i loaviug 1 womon

been & mistako. —Thoy nover shonid nyyy been
lowed o xeceive o litcrmy cducation, - Wones
ho xoad, much mora womon wh, writo, aro,
in tho oxiating constitution of things, n oou.
radiction and o disturbing olomont: gy 1 wos
ot e UG WOON wp with vy noquirg.
eenta bt those of  odalingue,or of o domeatsy
Servant,




CIIAPIER 11

I will be well to commence tho detailod dis-
cussion. of the nbjock by the perticulur
ranch of it to whieh the course of onr obscrva
tions fns Ted us : tho conditions which tho Inws
of this aud all ollier counirics munex to tho
‘marringe contract,  Marringo being e dosting-
tiow appointed by socicty for women, the prospect.
ey ans browght. np to, and he objeet whrich it
s intonded should be sought by il of them, ex-
cept thoso who aro oo litde attreetive to o
choscn by wny man as his companion ; one might
havo mpposed that, everyhing would Tnve. beon
done to wuke this condition as cligiblo to them
as possible, thal Gicy night have 10 causo to
vegrot being dowiod e option of wy other.
Socioty, however, both iu this, and, at first, in all
othor cases, e preforred Lo tlniu ity object by
foud xathor thn fuie means : bt his is tho ouly
case in which it hus substantially persisted in
them oven to the proscut duy.
were taken by farco, or regulmly sold by thoir
futher to the husbnd.  Until u lato period in

ginally women
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Buropean listory, tho lier liud the poe
dispose of his danglitor in wavringo . Ly ey
will and pleasuro, without any regur g Tors,
“The Chusel, udeod, was 80 fr Githtul 0 g ey
morality s to xequiro & formal * yex” f o
omaz at tho meringo coromony ; bt torn yge
mothing € show that the conmont v otler iy
compulsory ; ud it was yrmotically gl
tho girl to xofuse complinnco if tho fyther peree.
veved, exeopt porliups whion sho might ohtaly 1
proteetion of religion by a dotermined mmolution
1o alke monsstic vows. * Aftor marig, t,
had anciondly (but this was antorior Christi
auity) the powor of ifs mad dewth o 1y wifo/

her solo tribunal wad T, i Tong timo
he oonld repuainte her, but aho g e o
spouding power in regmdl to b, By tho ol
Jows of Bngland, the Insbng gy ealied tho lorq
of the wite; o ws literally rogmyeg o hor

e (for most of g yenr nover formally
bolished, or not wngy thoy had Toug oo gy

al
be Practised) moy Suppose that gl jy now as it




shonlil hio in regard to the wmnering
and we are contimually (ol that ei
Clristiunity huvo vestoresd (o the: wounn her just
sights. Meunwhilo the wifu is the actund bund-
e Wb 5 100 Jow o, s Fur s el

servant of
obligation goes, than slwves
She vows o lifelong obedienee (o Bim
altar, nudd s Deld to it il Weough her X
T, Cosuists may sy that. the obligatio
obedience stops shart of purt
Tt it cortainty extoniby to overything cho.  Sho
ean do no net whntover but by his porwission, nt
Tonst tncit,  Sho can neaquire 1o property bt for
B (ho dusbnt 3t heconies hees, even 37 by
iuberitone, it becomes i furts is. T (hin
rexpect tho wili's position under the common
v of Buglud s warsa . that ol slaves iu
the s of iy cont T
for oxnmple, & sho might e hix pecntin,
whiclt to  certain extent the lnw guwranteed (o
Wi for hin exclusive vso, The higher e
i this conntry v given wn wnlogons wdvan-
tago (o theie women, Unoigh specinl conticts
% canditionsof pi-woney,
o prrontal fuking Ieing slrong
fthers tunn e clasy feoling of their own sex, 1
futhor gonernlly prefor his o dusghtor
sonsin-lu who is w strangor (o him. Iy e
of scttleanonts, tho xich wsnally contrive (o withe

fou i erinie,
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draw the whole oc part of the inheriteq Property

under her own control; the utmost they cay
do only prevents the lushand from quandering
1, at the smo time dolarring the rightf gy
from ity wsc. Tho property iself is out of gy
reach of both; and s to the income deriveq from
i, the foru of scttlement mst favourgblg 1o the
vife (that called “to her sepaaty ") only
precludes tho husband from rocciving i1 instead
ofher: it must pass throngl, her hauds, but
he takes it from hor by personal vigloyge

as she receives it, ho can meither

i loth:rdpllh'uﬁ)lhcrnm,un
L asgrin o tho acts of hiy sy o F his catele,
Lo for grom, Pretending that ives grg gy




gononl o botter trontad than sloves ; bk o
slave is 0 sluvo to the samo longths, and g, 50,

L s of the vorl a0 wio ia.  Tiaegly v

ny slavg, exeept ouo smmedintely attachicd to gy

mastor's porson, s a slavo at all howrs ang gl
ninutes; i gnoral he s, Tke a woldicr, hig

fixed tas, il whens it i dono,or whon he fo o

duty, o disgoncs, within cortin Jiuits, of )y

ovas tine, und huw . funily ity ko which g

mastor raoly intrudes. Ul o wndor 1y

it unster had Yis o 1o i his  cabiy

alimost as mich asany man whoso work taky

him wvay from hom, iy able o huvo in Jis g

iy, Bt it cumnot boso with tho i, Abgwg v
alla fomalo slave s (in Cldstinn comntrios) gy 113
admiied riglt, wd iy considorsd undor 1 mopg)
obligtion, to ufiso to lir wmastor tho st fume

Yiatity. Not 5o o wio: lowover brata 5 tyrane

Sl may unfortunstely bo chaiued to—thougl nl.qf

ey Kiow that ho hintes hor, though it may o

i dafly plunsio o tortawo e, and though e

anay ol it mpossiblo w0t to Tot
i, hom her and outoreo tho Lowest dogoads.
ton 0f & Juman boiug, thit of boing mad 11y
natzment of n wnimal fuotion conteuvy to oe |
nclinations, Whilo sho is hold in this worst o,
serton of elavery 1 to Jior own porson, whas
s o posiion in vogard 1o tho chikdmy
vhom sho wnd Nor mastor hevo o joiut imtorest 7
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Aoy are by law Jis chidren,  1fe alouo s any
Jogal rights ovor them, - Not ou aot s sho do
fowards or in zelation 1o thow, oxepp by delega.
tion, from im. Tveu aftr ho iy gy sho i
ot heir ogal. gunein, wilons 1 1y wipy Ting
o hoe s, Ho oonld cvom yon iy nvay
{from her, und dopeive D of tho ey o seaig
o comesponding with thom, uuti thin ey e
1 somo dogroo westrioad by Scrjeqns Tlfourd’s
Aot "Mhinis hor logal tato, A oy e stato
10 1as 10 mens of withrming henit, 1f sho
Joaven or husband, aho ot

D ucithor her  olildron oy anyth
Tghiully hor w1t ho ohoogon et compol
et fo rotur, by law, or by piyient foree; or o
oy content Buselt Wil soiing o iy gy o
SPVHHNg which who mny ourn, or i may b
BIYOn 0 her by for solgions, gy g anly loga)
SCPRIOtion by o dooron of o couyg op Justico, which
uéitios Ko t0 Jivo apart withont 8 forced
back iuto tho oustody of g exasperated juilor—op
rhich empowers Loy t gy Ly earnings to hox

oty 810 at an oxponss whi e it fuacccs.
ablo o any ono gut o g, Digher runks, 1
Row it is ouly given iy gagcg op desartion, or of




¢ her all m

this stute of Ehings wonld he, tht wine
o depends wpon huining 1 gl mster, she
shoutd b allowed o elwuge gin wnd aging
until sho findy o, 1w wok saying that she
onght to b alloweal this pyisilie, Tt i n
tully d
divoree, intho seuseinvolying fiberty of remnrringe,
s ona into whicl it is forcig 0 my purpse to
enter. AILT now sy is, that o o 1o who

ilirent. comsidertion. The question of

nothing bt sorvituda in wllawed, e frve choie’
of sorvitude ia tho only, thongh u st fwnflleient,
allovintion. Ity vofusal completes v usimiln
tion of tho wifo to the Wave il the sl
under not o wildest form of wluvery s For

somo slivo eades the alave vonld, wuder certin
circumstances of il wsge, legally conpel the
aaster o soll i, Bk o smonnt of il wege,
withont adultery sperndiled, will
froo & wifo from hor tormontor,

Bl




to le, Tooking to the laws aloue, socioty woug
bo & bell upon carth.  Happily therp pog both
feolings and interests which 5y many men
exclude, and in most, greatly tomper, the i,
pulies and propensitos which lead 1o pypa
20d of thoso fonlings, the tie. whigh connecty
haen Wit bis wilo aflrds, iy g oy

'y the strongest
example.  The only tio whigh g gy approaches
10it, that botween bim aug iy childven, tonds,
in all save exceptional 1583, 10 strongthon,
instead of conficting with, thy oy, Beoausi

5 inigquity s justifeq, aug that any complains
onerely quarrelling with 1 oy which is the
Priee paid for OVerY great good, By the Hifle




gotious in practice, which aro computible igy
mainguining in ll Togal forco this ox auy ot
"kind of tyramy, instead of being any apology

for Qespotiam, ouly servs to. prove what poyer

I naturo possessos of roncting ngaia gy

vilest nstitutions, and with what vitality th

roods of good as well as those of ovil in humay,

character diffase aud Propagato themsolves, Not_|

o word cun bo sl for despotiom i th fuily
P

o aujoy e groms of his tortured subjects, nor
ships Uiem of leir lust rag and turns fhon
out fo shiver i the oad.  The dexpotiam of
Tiouis XV, was n0t tho despotism of Philippe
o Til, or of Nodir Shah, or of Caligala; by
it was bed cuongh to justify the Trench Topoly.
tion, and to pallnto ovon its homors, 1t gy
spperl bo. mads to the  intonso attnchmenty
vhich oxisk botwoon wives md their husbnds,
gxactly us muh muny bo nid of domesio stavary,
I was quite an ordinary fiot in Grooeo sy
Bomo for dlaves to submit to doath by torturg
Tather than botray their ma In the pro.
scriptlons of the Roman civil wars it e
zomaskal that wives and alavos woro horoieally
fuithiul, sons vory commonly treacherous,  Yor
o kuow how orudly many omaus: troated
thoit sayes. Dut in truth thoso intensg e
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dividual felings nowhore rise to such a lusariagt
beight as under the most atrocious nstitutions,
Tt s par iouy of Ji

are called forth
who, baving the
" ower entiely to orush their emmhy existenco,
voluatarily valriu from using that pover. 1oy,
§reata place i most mou this sentiment fils, oy
it would be cruel to nquire,

semplation of fellow-creatures to whom (g
Has Hot beon 30 merciful s e s to themelvor

Whotler tie institution 1 be dofendad 5,
severy, political absolutism, o the absolation of
the head of a family, e are always expected to
J1dg0 of it Eom it best instances; aadl e ary
presented with res of loving oxercise of
suthority on one sid, loving submission to 1 o
the other—superior wistom ordering il things
for the greatest good of the dependents, and sur-.




adnpted, ot 1o good men, ut to ud. Marriuge
s ot institntion designed for u select feaw,

g
nml childron i very strongs with
oo whowe general socinl feclings wro atrong,
and with mny who are little scnsiblo (o any
W tiess e there w all degress of
scusihility wnd insensibility to it, o there wre all
grudes of goodness und wickedness in wen, dows
o thowe whow 1 ties will bind, aud o whom
soiety het wo netion bt Urongh it i radia,
the pendtics of tho lav, [ overy e of Uix
doseending veale are we to whow e commitied
all the legal yowees of o usbiud. The vilest
malafietor s some weetehed wommn tied to
i, guinst whow e o commit any nivocity
except kiling her, nud, i€ talerably exutions, van
o Uit without mueh duger of the logal pennlty.
Aud how vy U are Uers mmong the

chises - cvery conntry, who, without
boing i a degnl e wadefuetors in nny other
vospeet, becso in every other quarter Ui
wggrosions et with resistnnce, indulge the
imost Tbitunl excowes of hodily violencs o
wards the wnhappy wife, who slono, nt loust of
grown porsons, can neither repel nor eseapo from
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" extremes of domestic oppression prac

their brotality; snd townrds whom the excess
of dependence inspirea their mean and swvgo
hutures, not with & gencrons forbenrance, and o
point of honour to behnvo well to ome whoso Tot
fu Tifo v trusted enticely fo their kinduess, but
on the contrury with & notion thul tho luw has
dclivercil her to them as their thing, to bo nsed
at their pleasure, md that they are not cxpeeted
to practise tho consideration towards e which
is roquived from them towards cverybody clvc.
“Fhe I, which 1 lntely left oven Uhens ntrocions
cnlly
punished, has within theso few years mude some
feoble attompts Lo vepress them. Bt its ultempts
love dono little, mnd cannct b expected o do
‘much, begause it is contrary o rensan mud expe-
vience to suppose that thero ean bo any real eheek
to brutality, consistent. with lonving (he viotin
sill in tho power of tho oxeentioner,  Until o
conviction for personal violonco, or nt all events
« repotition of it nfier s fivat convietion, cutities
tho woman ipso facto Lo a divoreo, or at least (o
a judicial separation, tho attompt to repress theso
“aggravated assaults” by legnl pomlties will
break down for want of a proscentor, o for want
of a witnoss.

Wien we consider how vast is tho wumber of
men, in any great country, who aro littlo ligher
than brates, aud that this novor provouls thom




from heing able, though tho law of marvinge,
to abtain o victim, the breadth and deptl of
T misery cansed in this shapo alono by the
abuse of the Institntion awells to something ap-
palling. Yet these aro only the cxtreme cases.
They aro tho Towest abysses, but there is o sad
succossion of depth after depth Defore veaching
them. T domestic as iu palitical tyrauny, the
enso of absolute monsters. chicfly illusirates the
institation by showingg that thero is scarcely any
Yorsor which way ot ocenr wnder it if the
despot, plonscs, and thus setting in n strong light
what must e the teriblo fiequency of things
only nlittlo less atrog

ws. Alwolute fiends are
as rare s wugels, perhaps rarer: ferocions
savages, it ocowsional tonches of humanity, aro
however very frequent and in the wido interval
which soparates these from any worthy represcu- |
tatives of the humun specics, how mauy aro tho
forms nd gendations of animalisn ad solfsh- |
ness, often wnder an outward varish of civiliza- |
tion and cven coltivation, living at peace with |
tho law, mwintaining a_creditablo appenrauco to
all who are wot wnder their power, yel.suflcient
ofton o ko the lives of wll who axe 80, 0,
tormont and o burthon to them Tt would be
tircsome to sepeat tho commonplnces ahout the
nnfitiess of men in goueral for yower, which,
aftar the political discussions of conturics, every
v
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ane: knows by heart, were it ot that Lardly any
ane ks of apilying these maxims to the case
iu which above all others they are applicable,
that of pover, not placed in the hands of a mau
here and there, Wt offercd to esery adult male,
down to tho bascst and most ferocious. 1t s
ot ficanse 0 man is not known to bave broken
any of the "Ten Commandments, or because he
‘waintains  respectable charseter in his dealings
with those. whow

who are not obliged to. bear with ki, that it s
possible to surmise of what sort his conduet will
be iu the warestriut of home.  Exca the com-
monest men reserve the violont, the snlky, the
undisguisedly selfih side of their eharacter for |
those who hiave 10 power to withstaud it. The
velation of superiors to dependents is the nursery
of these vices of character, which, whevever chse
they exist, are an overflowing from that source.
A man who is morose or violent to bis equals,
is sure to be one who has lived among inferiors,|
whom e could frighten or worry into subuis
siow. I the family in its best fonos is, as it is
often said to be, a school of sympathy, tenderness, |
sl oving orgettuucss of self, it is stll ofteuer,
88 reapects its chief, a school of wilfulness, over-
bearinguess, wbounded self-indulgence, and




donbledyed and delived selfshicss, of which
suerifice itsell is only o purticulue form : he care
for tho wifo wud children hoing aly eave for
them ns parts of the mue’s own intorests and
helongings, and their iudividunl happiness eing
immolated in every shape to his smallest pre-
forences. What hetter is to he Inoked for wider
the osisting form of the institntion 7 We Torow';’
that tho bad projensitios of ey natnre wro
only kept within bownds when they are allowed
o scope for thcir indulgenee.  Wo know that
from impulse and hubit, when not from deliho-
rate. purposo, uhiost eve

one o whom oflrs
yiold, goes on encronching upon thew, wntil
point s renched ab which they are compelled to
xesist. Such beiug tho commiontenduney o |
T et ; the abmost wilimited power whicl
presont. socinl institations give Lo the
At Jeast ono T heing—the one with whom
he resides, and whom Tie s alvays present—
s power sacks ont and ovokes tho Tntent germs
of selfishness i the vem
nature—f it fuinteat s

n over

miers of hix

i all other relations he would have found it ne-

cossary fo vepress and conconl, and tho repression

of which would in (ime liwve become n accond,

untao. T lowow that thero s wnother sido to}
re
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tho guestion. T grant that tho wifo, i€ she
cnmmol. effctually rosist, can at least vetalinto;
she, too, can muke tho wnds life extremncly wn-
comfortable, aud by that power i able to carry
many paints which she ought, and wny which
sl ought not, to provail in. Dt thix instru
mont of self-protection—vhich way be culled
the pover of the seold, or th sbrewish sunetion
—lins thc ftal defect, that it wvnils most u
tho lewst yramical suporiors, and i fivonr of

the Tenst deserving dependents, 1t is tho weapon

o et and vl vomen; of thove whe

would malke the worst uso of power Uiem-

solves Tud it, nud who generally turn thix power

0 8 bud o, Tho aniable enot wo such an |
instrument, tho highminded disluin it.  And o}
tho other hand, tho usbunds against whom it s

used most offectively are tho geutler and more

imoffeusivo; those who caunot he induced, even

by yrovaeation, 1o Yesort to mny very harsh exer-

cise of mitharity. Tho wife's power of
disngreenblo gouorally only establishs n connter
tyrany, and makes victims in their tun chicfly
of those husbouds who aro least nclined Lo bo
tyrants.

What i it, thon, which really tempers th
cormupting elfects of tho power, and makes it
compatible with such amount of good ns we
sctually sce?  Mero femivinio. blandishments,

P




thouglh of gront cllect in individual instances,
Invo very little offect in modifying the gonernl
tendeneics of tho situntion ; for their power ouly |
Tnsts while the womau s youug aud attroctive, |
is new, and lmll‘
@immed by familineity 5 and on mny men they |
liave wot muels influcioe ¢ auy time. Tho real |/
mitignting couses are, the personal nfleotion
which s the growth of time, in so fir a3 the man’s «
natwre is suscoptible of it, nud tho womais
character sufficiontly congenial with lis to oxcite
it their common intorests as regards the o
dron, wnd their goneral community of futerest
s concerns third persous (t whish however there
e very rat Tomiations) 5 tho wenl importanee
of the wife Lo his daily comforts wid exjoyments,
and the walue e consoquently nttaches to lier
on his personel nccount, which, in o ma capable
of fecling for others, Inys the foundation of caring '
for ot on her owt; and lustly, tho influcnco m- -
turally nequired over winost all human hoings by
those near to their persous if not actually disagree- .
ahile ta them): wh, hoth by their direct cutroatics,
aud by the insousiblo conts
and dispositions, aro ofien sble, wiless connter-
aated by somo cqually strong personal influence,
10 oblain & degree of commund over the conduct
of tho superior, altogethor oxcessivo and ui-
rensonable.  Through those vavious mowns, the L
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vife frequently exercises even too much power
over the man ; she i alle fo afect his conduct
in things in which sho may not be qualified to
influence it for good—iz whieh her infiuenco may
e not only wnenlightened, It cmployed on the
morally wrong side; end fu which he would act
better if let to bis own prompting.  But neither
i the affsrs of fumilies nor in those of states
it power a compausation for the loss of froedom,
Her power often gives her what she has no right
0 but does uot euablo Ler to assert her gy
Hights. A Sultaw's favourite slave has slaves
umder er, ovor whom she tyranaizos ; but the
desiralle thing would he that she should neither
have slaves nor be & slavo. By entiroly sinking
ler 0w existence in her hushand ; by Taving no
VAl for persuading ki that sho fns no will s
his, in anything which i

tos, and by making it the lusizess of her fify

herself by infiucnciog, and very probaliy per.
orting, his conduct, in those of his external so.
lations which sho hus nover qualiied hersglt 1
Judge of o iu which sho is erelf whelly o
fuenced by somo personal or ofher partiiy or
Prudice.  Accordingly, s things now are,
those who act most kindly to thoir wives, are
quite 38 often made Worse, as hettor, by the wife's
inflience, in vespect to all inerests extending

»




heyond the fawily.  She is tanght that she has
o bisiness with things ont of that sphere ;
accoudingly she: schdom T sy honest wnil e
swientions opivion on them ; an thevefore hadly
exer meddles with them for
Jose, k- generally fi

wt

egitiniato -
wn interested ame. She
ght side in |
tics, b sho knows what will bringg i mmu:v'
or fnvitations, give her Tushand w title, Ter son
ghict n good marvin

Bt how, it will bo nsked, ean m\y saciety
exint withent government? In o b s ina
stle, some oo person nnst ho l\\n tinnte
wler. Who shall decide when wamied people
difler in opinion?  Both eamot have their way,
yeb u decision one way or the oty
com to.

1 i ot true that in all volitery association
Dabween o people, one of them st bo abalnte
wmastors still s that the e st determino
which of G it shl e Thie most frequent
casa of volnutmy associntion, nest o marriago,
is partnensd w it i ol found or
homght vieeesuary to enact tht in overy partner- ; 3¢
ship, ono purtner shull Tinve entire control over «
the concern, and the others hownd to
obey lis onders.  No ono would cnter into part-
sorship on term which wonld subjoct Iim 1o the:
vesponsibilitios ‘of o principal, with only the

et ampws o s it b tho

& phnee, or her da

must e




powers and priviieges of & elevic or agent. I
the law dealt with other contracts us it does with
narvinge, it wonld ordain that ove purtner shonkd
administer the common business ex i€ it wan lis
private coneern ; that the others shoukd Ty oy
dclogatert powers; anil Kt Uhis o

whonld b
designnted by sonnn general presumption of lay,
Tor examplo as hoing tho chlest. ovr
docs this: nor dovs expericues show it ta o
weressary thut any theoretieal inequality of pover
shouli xidt between the partiers, or tint the
prrtaesship should huvo muy ather conditions tun
hat they mny Usconsclves nppoint by their urticles
of agreement. Yot it might seem that tho ex-
clusive power wight e conceded with Jows danger
10 tho rights wnd intcrests of the inferiu, in the
caso of partucrship i
snee lie is free to cuneel the power
drawing feom the conesion. The wie las 1o
such powor, aud even if shie had, it s alwost
alweys desirablo that she shoukd try all mewsres
Teforo resorting to it.

1t s quito tuo thnt things which lovo to
bo decided cvery day, and enuniot adjist thow-
salves radvally, or wait for & compromise, onght
to depend o ouo will: oue person must hve
their solo control: . But it docs not follow that
this should always bo tho ssmo person. ‘The
; matural arrangoment is o division of powers
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etween the (wo; ench being absolnte in the
excentive brnnch of their own department, anl
any chunge of system and principle ryuiring the
consent of hoth,  "The division weither e nor

should bo .pre-established by the low, :
st depend on individud enpcities and suitn-
bili If the two persons clos
pre-uppoint it by tho maringe contract, ws pe-
cuiary amugements are wow ofien pre-ap-
pointed. Mhero would seldom be wny diffealty
i decidiug suel things by mntual consent, wnless
the marvinge wus on of those wibppy ones in
whiel all other things, v well ua this, becomo

subeets of hickering wid dispute. The ivision
of rights would naturally I'ul\ow the division of
duties und Tnctions 3 and that is wlready wade
Dy consent, or nl ull cronts ot by I, hut by
gevornl eustom, modified and wodifieble st tho
lonsuro of the persons concerned.

e real practical ducision of wilvis, 0 which-
ever iy bo given the gl wathority, wil greatly
depond, s it even yow docs, npon compurativi
qualificuti “The mere Taet thnt hie is nsually
the cldest, will in most cases give the prepon-
dormnee to the s wt lenat wntil ey both
attin o tine of Wie at which tho diffore
in their years s of no importunce. Thero will
wnturally nlso ho a moro patential voico an tho
side, whickovor it s, thnt brings the wonns of

H
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support. Tuequality from thix sonree. docs not
dopend on the law of warringe, but on the
genernl conditions of
cnstituted. The i
viority, cithor genernd or speeial, wud sl superior
i will weeessarily tell for
much. Tt always does 50 ut prese

camot b satisfetorily apportionead by uz
et hetween emselves, Ty always ure so
apportioned, esee
vingo institution is w failw
come to an issuo of downright power o one
side, and ohedience on the other, exeept where
the comnexion altogether has heen . wiatuke,
and it would Bo . blessg o oth partics to
b xelieved from it Some way say that the
very Uiing by which an amicablo scitloment of
differences beeomes possible, is the  powey
Togal compulsion known 1o bo i rescrve; oy
veople submit to an achitration e there
s court of law in the backgronnd, which Dy
Kuow that thoy can bo foreed to obey. Mt
to make the coses parallel, we nuwst supposc
that the rlo of the court of law was, nol Lo
try the cause, but to give julgment always for
the samo side, suppose the defondunt.  IF xo,

i the e
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the amendbility Lo it wonld bo & mative with
he plaintiff to agree {o almost any abitration,
it it would be just the reverse with the
defondant. The despotic. power which the Jaw
gives to the Tusband muy be o weason to wake
aswent to nuy compromise by whi
i practicnlly shaved hetween (he b,
Dt it ennnot bo the reason why to Tnsband
doos. That thero is alvays among decently
conducter peoyle o practieal compromise, thon
one of thewt at lenst is wder w0 physical or
moral necessity of nukivg it, shows that the
nutural motives which u vohutary
wljuwtinent of the wniied K of two peraas
i e secoptdle o both, do on the
whole, escaipt in wnfweonralle case, prevadl. Th
matter i cortainly not improved by lnying down
asn ordinnco of law, that the superstenctuve of
froo government shall e xaised won n logal
basis of despotism o one side and subjection
an the other, and that cvery concession whicl
(ho despot makes nay, At his mere pleaswre, [V
and withont wny waruing, be reealled.
Wit o freedom s worth vk when Leld on - {
50 preeasions e, ity conditions e wot J -
Tkely to bo the st cquitable when the law
thraws so prodigions @ woight into one seile ;
whten tho adjustmont vests beween Lo persona
one of whom is declred to he entitled to
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overytling, the other not only cutitled o
nothing exeept during the good pleasnre of
the firs, but wnder the strongest maral and
religions obligation ot to vebiel wndee ay excess
of oppression.

A pestinacions adversary, pushed (o extromi-
ties, may say, that hushands swdeed nro willing
10 be reasonable, and 1o muko fuir concesions
10 their pertuers without heing compelled Lo it,
but ial wives aro not + that if allowed wny vights
of their own, they will neknowledgo n
all iu any ono ch, end never will yield i wny-
thing, waless they enn be compelled, by the
s mero authority, to yield in overything.
This would buvo heen said by manty persons some
gonerations ago, when satires on’ women were in
vogue, and meu thought it a clover thing to in-
sult women for being what mon mude tiem.
Bt it will he said by 10 ono now who is worlh
Toplying to. 1t iswot the doctrino of the present
day that women are less auscoptiblo af good
fecling, and consideration for those with whom
they are wnited by tho atrongest ties, than men.
are. On the contrary, wo axe perpetully tald
that women aro hetter than men, by those who
aro totally opposed to treating thew s if they
wora as good ;0 that €ho suying s passed into
2 pioco of tiscsome can, intended o put  com-
plimeutary faco upou e injury, and vesembling
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those celehmtions of xoyal clemency which, ae-
v, the King of Lillipnt alvays
profised {0 Dix most sunguinary dcoroos. 1
women aro better than men in unything, it surely
i individul selCancrifics for those of their
own family.  But I luy litle stress on this, so
Tong s thoy ave wnivorsally taught that |l|cy
a0 born and orented for sclf-sacrifics. 1 bol
Ut equiliy of vights would abate tho hxnggL
rated selfabmegation which i the presont arti-
licial ident of fominino chavactor, and that  good
woman would ot e moro selfsactifcing than
the best man: but on the other had, men
would o mnch mor wnsolfss and selfsacrific
than b present, heewnso they would no longer
ho tuight 1o worship thcir own will ay such n
grand thing that it s actnally the law for auothor
wtionad being.  There is nothing which men so |
cusily lonn as this solf-worship: all priviloged !
yorsons, and all privileged classes, lve had it. |
e moro wo descond in the seale of Tunavity, -
the fulouser it is; and most of wl in those who
ave not, nud enn wever expect Lo b, raised abovo
ny one exeepl a wnfortinato wifs and ohildren,
Tho honourablo. exceptionn aro proportionally
fewer than in tho enso of wlmost wvy other hi-
man infirnty.  Philosophy and religion, instead
of keaping it in check, wre generally suborucd to
dofond it; and mothing controls it but that




practical fecling of tho cquality of human heings,
which is the theory of Christinnity, hnt which
Christiauity will nover practicadly teach, while
it stuctions institutions grownded on wn ity
preferonce of one T b

There are, no donbt, w

& over woth
e, n

men, whom equality of comsidization will not
salisfy ; with whont thers is no pence while any
will or wish s regarded but
Jorous ne @ proper sibje
divore

o, Such
for the fuw of
are only Bt to Kive wlowe, wnd
0 human heiuges ought to he compelled o asso-
cinte their lives with them. Bt the Tgal b
ordination lewds to wake meh churactors
among women More, rather G less, freient.
) I6 the s cxents Bin whole pover, the woman
 in of courso crushed: Tt i she s treuted with
indulgence, anil premitied o weuwme power,
[ there i wo mlo to st Timits o Ter eneronch-
¥ nents.  Tho Taw, mot determining hev rights, but
| thoortienly alowing er wowe ut all, practically
| declores that tho meww of what sho Tus @
" ight to, in what she can contrivo Lo get.
(.,,,,\' i The cquality of married pervons before the
V2% tnw, s vot only the sole muds in which Uit
o particalar selntion cun bo mado consistent with
g justics (o both sidos, mad conslucive to the
Tappiness of both, It it is tho only wems
of vondering tho duily lfe of mankind, in nny

3




high sense, o sehool of wioral enltivation. Phough

tho truth may not be felt or generdly acknow-

lulged for gonerutions 1o come, the only selool
of gemine woral sentiment s society etween
cquuls, The moral edueation of mankind has
hitherto emiated hiclly from the T of force,
wnd s adupled ahnost solely to the relutions
which force creates. Tn tho less advanced |
stutes of society, peaple lurdly veeognise any |
welution with their cquibs. o be an cqual i
@ e wn cnemy. - Society, from its lighest place
o it Towesty i one longg clnin, or rether ladder,

whore svery individund v hove or Telow
hix wearest neighbionr, wud wherever Jo - does
ot command e st obey, Fisting moralit
accordingly, are wainly Gl (o & velation of
commnd aud ohedienee. Yet commund nud
obedience are but unforfunate  neeessities of
Tuman life: sociely i cquality is its normal
stte. Abrondy in modem ife, and moro s
More s it progressively improves, command
and uhedienco heeome exeeptional fucts in life,
cqual associntion it general rule. The marality
of the frst ages vested on the obligation to
nit Lo power ; Ut of the ages next following,
on the yight uf the wenk to e forbearance
Droteetion of the strong. 1w mueh longor
one form of socicty md life to content itself with|
the morality mude for another?  We Tuve had

sul




the morality of submision, and tho morality
of clivalry and gonerusity ; the i
come for the worality of justice.  Whenever,
in former ages, any appronch Tns heen made
(o sociely iu cquulily, Justico s aserted ils
clnims ss the foundation of virtue, Tt was
thus i the froo republies of autiquity. But
cven in tho best of thess, the cyuals were Timited
1o the freo wale citizons; slaves, wowien, aud
the unenfranchised vesidents wero wnder o
T of foree. Tl joint nftacnco of Roman
eivilization and of Christianily oblitorated theso
distinetions, and in theory (I ouly partially
practice) declrel tho claims of the luman
eing, 18 sucly to bo puramonnt 1o thoso of
sox, cluss, or social position. The hurvicrs which
T began to be lovelleld were raised ngain by
thonorthern conquests; aud thowhole of modern
Wistory consists of the slow process by which

¢+ they Tave since beon wearing wwny.  We are
entering into n order of (hings in which justico
will again be the primary virtue; grounded as
hefore on cqual, but now wlso on sympathetic
associntion ; having its oot no longer i the
inet of equals for scll-protection, but in o
cultivated sympathy botween them ; and o ono
being now left ont, bt an cqual measuro boing

* extended to all. Tt is no novelty that mankind
T not distinetly forcsee their own changes,
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anil that their sentiments are adapted fo past,
ol to coming ages, o see the faturity of tho

Teotual 6Iilu, o of thase who lave learnt from
of that faturity

Tias

titutio
ocioty, ll go on training huanon beings
old, Yong ufter the now T
mor wlen it is

come ; e
Wy coming. Wut the trae
virtue of Wuman heings is fitness o livo togother
s cquals; elniming wothing for themselves hut
it they e frecly conecde to cvory ane elae;
vegarding command of wny kind as an oxeop-
tiomal neaessity, mnd i all cnsen u femporary

ing, whonover posible, e

theso virtues, nothing in Tife as at present con-
stituted gives cultivation Dy cxercise. T
Tunily i o school of despotism, in which the
virties of despetim, bl also its viers, are largoly
nourished. Citizenship, in free comntrics i partly
 school of sucicty in equality ; bt citizenslip fils
only n snall ylace in modorn 1fo, and docs not
come near the daily Dabits er inmost sentiments.
Tho family, justly constituted, would bo the real
achiool of the virtucs of freedom, Tt is swre to
o o sullcient ono of overything clse. Tt will
°

: nmh, e -
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atways be  sehoul of ahedience for the ehildeen, ¢
of command fur the pareuts. What s needed
hnt it should be u sehool of sympathy in
oquality, of livig together in love, without .
pover on ono side or uhe
“This it ought to o b
would then bo a ex

aud conduet which their Wampurty (rainiing b
‘means of obedicnen i iggneal Lo e lx o lushity
and therefore watnral, ( Uren, trin
ing of mankind will never be mlu\\lul W te
conditions of tho lifo for whicl wll other hunan
voss is o proparntion, witil they practiso in
e Tunily the sumo woral vule which
to the normal constitution of human wcicty. v
Auy seutiment of freedom whith e eist in

It
with thoso of whom ho i albwluto moster,

futense fecling of the dignity wnd i
of his own yersonalily ; meking him
yoke for limsclf, of which To hos no sbhorrence
whatover in the abstract, but which he is abun-
dantly veady Lo impaso on others for his own
interest or glorification.



83

T readily adwit (aud it is the very foundation v
of my hopes) ial wnbers of
oven nnder the presont o, (i the bigher

weople

w of cquality.  Taws nover
if there were not mime-
vous persons whose moval sen
thon the existing Tnws. Such persons. onght
to support U priveiples ero. udvocated; of
which the only object s to muke all other
marvicd couplea simibar to what these mo now.
But persons even af considerable moral worth,
wnless they nve nlso thinkers, are very veady
{0 elicvo that lnws or practiees, the evils of
whieh Uhey hove not personally  espericnced,
do wol produce. uny exils, but G seeming 0
bo generally approved of) probally do. good,
and that L is wrong to ahject to thon. Tt
would, Tiowever, Bo @ great mistake i such
wnurvicd people to snppose, heeanse the Iegal con-
ditions of the tie whicl wnites Uiem do not oconr
o their Uionghts once in n tvelvemonth, and be-
cnuse they live and feel in all vespoets n if thoy
were legally cquuls, that the samo is e easo witlh
all othor maricd couyles, wherever the Tushand is
ot o notorions rffin. o supposo s, would
bo to show cqual iggnoranco of luman waturo aud
of fict. Tho loss fit a man is for the possession
of power—tho losa Jikely to boallowed Lo excreiso
02
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it over amy porson with that persn’s vuluntary
conseut—the more docs Tie T Wimsell in the
comscionsnes af the power the law gives him, !
exnct its legal vights to the wlmost point which
custom (the custom of men Tk hiwself) will
(olernte, and take plensure i wsing O power,
merely fo euliven tho wgreeable sense of possess.
img it What is more ; in the most naturlly f
bratal and moradly wieds

ateil part of the ower |

s, the legal slavery of he won, and some. {

will ns an instrment, cmses them to feel a

reupect and contempt towrds Gheir
own wife which they do ot feol townrds any ©
oftier woma, or auy ofhee T being, with
whow Uiey como in contact; and whieh
Tior scem Lo them m appropriste sbject
Kind of indiguity.  Tet an wente: ob
signs of feclinyg, who has the reqy
tios, juge for himself whether 0
and i e finds thnt it is, Tet him nol wonder at
any amount of disgust mul indiguation that e
o foll ugninst, institutions which lend waturally
o this depraval state of tho luman mind.
Weshall bo told, porhaps, that roligion imposes
e duty of ohelicuce ; es overy extahlishial fuct
which is too bnd to admit of any other defenco,
is alveys presented to us as an injunction of
seligion. The Chureh, it s very truc, enjoins it

m'\ﬁlu



in Tier formularies, but it would be diffienlt to
dorive mny such injunction from Christinuity.
We nre told that St Punl said,  Wives, ahey
yoe Tusbans 22 bt he al saidl, * Shaves, abey
o 2T wns wot SU Pauls bus
wor wa 1L con
gation of Clrix

msters.

et with ix shioct, tho propn.
mily, to incite any one to wehel-
Tion aguinst existing lows. The. apostie’s aveep-
taneo of il scinl institutions ws T Grund tem,
w0 more (o be construed ns o dipproval of
altompts to improvo them at e proper time,
U s deelaration, The powers that b are
ovduined of God,” gives Lis sunction to mili-
tuy despotion, il to b dlone, e
Christinn form of politien] government, or com-
ce to it To pretend
wied to stercotype
exivting forms of govormnent wnd society, and
proteet them agninst change, s to vednee it to
the level of Tslamism or of Bralminism. It is
It y s ot done s,
tint it s e, the religion of (e progrossive
portion of mukind, ndFdamisn, Bralminism,
S, ave Teen o of the atutionary port
or ruther (fr there i no such thing ns n veally
sintionnry socicly) of the decliving portions.
“Dhere lave been ahundunee of people, in all ngos of
Cluistinnity, who tricd to mako it something of tho
eume kind ; Lo convert us iuto  sort of Christin

i




Mussulinans, witit tae Sihie for n Roran, profn-
biting all improvement: wnd grent has be
power, aid muny huva had to suerifice O
in vesiting thew. B they | isted,
and the vesiatance s mado ws what we ure, nid
will yet mrke s what we wre o be.

After whn has b suid vespecting o o
ligation of obedlicuce, it i ulmost superfinows to
vy auylhing comecrning the wore. special point
inchuded in e general one—a wom's right
to hier own property; for T meed wot hope that
thin treatise can ke auy iopros
who neel anything o coni

\ their

r lives

ve been

1 wpon o
v them tt

which need not interfere witlh the power (o tio
up property by settlewent, in oriler o proerve

it for children, we sentimentally

mouey matlers, ta fuconsistent with (ho idenl
_fusion of two livos info ono.  Yor my own part,
{" T am one o the strongest supporters of commnuity

of goods, when resnling from my eutiro wity of
feoling in tho owners, which makes ull things
common Lotwoen them, But T havo o olish
for o commusity of goods rostiug o the doc-
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trine, that what s mino i youws hnt what is
yours is not wina; and T should prefer to de-
cliue cutering into sch & compact with any
one, thongh 1 were wyself the peron to proic

dar fujustico ad oppression to
women, which i, t commnon apprehen oro
obvions (an all the vest, adwits of vemeily
withont interforing with wy other
Uhere can b
tho carlicst vemedied.
new und seeral of the old Stutes of the Amo-
vien Confirleration, provisions have been in
serterd even in the wrilten Constitntions, seeuring
1o women equulity of vights in (I
therehy ingroving materially s position, in
the mnrringe relation, of Uoso women ot lenst
who have property, by leaving them ono iustra-
ment of power which they havo not signed
awny ; and preventing wlso the seandalous abuse
of the marringe institution, which is perperated
when a man entips 8 girl it mareying him
without 1 setthement, for the wole prpose of
golling posssion of, her mouey.  When the
spport of the fumily depends, mot on property,
but on onrnings, the common wrrangement, by
which the mut carus the income and tho wifo
suporintends tho domestic expenditie,

me in genowl tho most suitable division of

ety : and

A

S




" [vuluc of the wifes

Sdabour hetween the two persos. 21, I addibion:
1o tho physical ufluring of beariugg ehildren,
d tho wiole responsibility of their e ad
aluention in culy yers, the wite wudertakes
the cureful and ceonumical wpplicas
Tnusbuls
funiily 5 she takes not auly her e sluee, bat
uslly th: hurger shnre, of the: Doty wd e
oxertion voquirl by theie joint existenee,
she wilertiken iy wditional portion, it »

s hor fronn (i, Dk only prevonts her

fron performing it projerly. The cure

aho is hersel disablerl fron L

dron snd tho howchld, nobedy e (ke

thoso of tho ehildeen who' do wot dic, grow up
as they best can, aud the wnngement of tho

Nouschold s likely to b wo bad, w evon in pint

of ceonomy to bo & great deuwhuck fromn the

Just stute of thiugg, it s no
o desivable cnstom, ot tho wife should con-

‘ tribute by ier Inboue 1o tho income uf the funily.

T e it stato of Whing, her duing w0 way
bo wsefol 1o her, by making her of wove valuo
i the oyes of the maw who is legully lier muster ;
St ot ot hand, el b il ethor
o abuse bis power, by foreing her to work, and
loaving tho support of tho fumily Lo hier oxer-
tions, rlilo b spouds most of his tine in driuk
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ing awl idleness. The poroer of carning s essen-
tinl Lo tho dignity of & woman, if she hus not
independent property. Tt i€ marring
cqual contract, ot
obedionea; i the co

were wn
nplying the obligation of
xion were wo longer en-
forced (o the oppression of those Lo whom it s
Jurely o wischich, but
tonms (U do ot now speak of  di
Do obiained by any womn who was morally

entitled G it; wnd if she wonld then fud all .
lonournble cuployan

s s freely open Lo her a5
tomen; it wonld ot bo necessary for her -
teetion, tut. during mardugo sho should
this ptientur wse of her fenl Tike n man

when he chiooses . profession, so, when & woman

marries, it moy i gonerl o wderstood e |
she makes dhoieo of the muagement of o howst- }

Told, nud tho bringing up of o fuily, ns the
fiest call wpon hor cxcrtions, during ws many
yenrs of fiee lfe as may b reguired for the pur- |
ponc; und Ut she vonownees, not all other ob- |
jerts and oreupmtions, but all which are not |
consistent with the vequirements of s, The *
wobnal - exercive, i s lnbital or systematic
manor, o oubloor vecnpations, or such s

principlo ho practically interdicted to tho greater
umber of mareied women.  But the  utmost
latitudo ought 1o oxist for the aduptation of




general rales to individual suitubilities ;
onght to bo nothing to provent.
tionally adapted @ any othe
aheying their vocution ot
“vinges e provision briny
othierwise any fuling-shorl v
inovitable, in her Gl performnce of the ordinary
fusctions of wistres of w fanily.  These hinge,
if oeo opinion were rightly dirveted o the:
subjoct, might with perfeet safely he 1ot to be
egulated by opinion, without sy interferenee
of I,

cop-
pursit, from
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()N tho other point which is involved in the
Jn\z equlity of Sromen, their ndwissibility
functions aud oceupntions litherto
‘u\ o e the manopoly of tho stvonger sox,
T shonld unticipnto wo diflicnlty in convincing
any one who las gone witlh me ou tho subjeet of
the equality of women in the faily. 1 belicve
Ut Qe disubilities elsewhere are only clug o
i order to meintain their subordination in do-
aeatie fife; beenuse the gonerality of the wale
sex ol yet tolorate tho idea of living with
wnequil, Were it ot for that, I thiuk that
almost every one, in the existing stale of opinion
and politienl cconomy, would st
Gew of exeluding hal
from the geeater e of Tnerative veeupations,
and rom st 4l high social fuctions; or-
ni

man race

amployments which are logally open to the
stupidest and busest of the other sex, or elso that
however fit they may be, those employments shall




fie interdieled o them, woonder to e preserved

for tho esclusive b wades. Ty the Tnst

two couturics, whes s seldomn e e
., any reason heyoud the mere eistenee of Qe
wun thought to be required to justify the d
ties of wanen, people s P —
thir inferior wennl equeity ; which, i Gues
when thero ws @ vel sl of personal Guenliion
(from which ull woi were not exe
strugggles of ublic Tife, wo ono veadly
i vson given i those: duys

not women’s
ty, by which was
the raison L

e
“sthe support uf existing muthority, was decned 5
sullcient explnuation and excuse for the mos fugi-
tions erimes. T 0
asmoother languuge, und whouse
alvays pretends to o so for their awie good s
aceordingly, wlien anythiig s forhidden towomen,

it i tiought necomary to vay, aud desindle to

that they depurt from their reul path of sucees

and Tappiness when they aspire o it.  Bul to
make this roason plusible (L o nat say valid),
those by whom it is wrged st b prepured to
carry it (o n weh gronter longth thun wny one
ventures o ilo in the fuee of prescut experio
T is ot suffcie

at to maintuin that women on
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e average are less gifted Uiun men on the
averugge, with cerlain of the  higher mental
faenltics, or that o smaller
than of men are fit for ogenpations and functions
of the highest intcllectual character, Tt in
necessary o muintain that w0 women at all are
G for them, and that Ui most eminent women
we inferior in wmental funltion o the most
medivere of tho men o whom thoso funetions
at present devolve. For if the performance of the
funetion i decided cither by competition, or by any
‘mode: of ehoiee which sconres rogurd Lo the publi
interest, there needs e no appreliension that auy

portnat employments will Gl into the hands of
“women iuferior to wenigo mew, or to the average
of their male competitors. “The only roult would
he thnt there would be fewer women than iacu
i such omployinents ; & esult certain to haypen
in auy easc, if only from tho prefercuce alway
likely to Ve felt by tho mujority of women for the
one vaeation in which there is nohody to compete
with then. Now, the most dolcrmined depre-
cintor of women will not venture to deny, that
when we add the experionce of reoent times to
Ut of ages past, women, wul not & fow mercly,
Dt muny women, have proved themselves capuble
of cverything, perhaps withont a singlo cxeo)
tion, which is done by men, and of doing it suc-
cossfully and ereditably. The utmost that can bo
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suid is, that thoro aro wmany hinga which son of
thom avo snwccedod i doing as woll as oy
havo boen doue by somo men—many in whiol
they havo ot reached the vory lighest yank,
But thoro ate extromaly Sow, dopendent sty on
montal fuculties, in which thoy hivo 1ot attnined
o rmuk next to tho highest. T not this enongh,
oud muck moro thau nowgh, to ko it 5
tyzamy o thom, nnd o detrimont to socicty, that
thoy shonld ot be allowed to compot with oy
for the oxerviso of theso finctions? Ty it ot o
mero truisin o say, that snoh functions aro often
fillod by mon e Toss At for them thun suboss
of womes, il who would bo beaten by women
o any faiv fold of competition? What differomee
doo it mako that thero may o mew somcwhore,
flly omployod wbont ofloe things, wlo mny by
SHIL botter qualifed. for tho ings in question
than heso women ?  Docs nok this fako place
| i all competitions? s thoro so grent  supon:
ity of men At for high dntios, that socicty pan
j eford fo xejoot tho srvico of any competent
pomson? A0 o 50 certain of nhways fludiug o
man mude 0 our hauds for nuy duty or Ametion
of social importanco which fuls vacant, that v
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hom, wonll i b conistent with justve (o efse
tothem their e shee of honour
or to-deuy (o them the cqual moral right of all
T beings ta cloose lllrir aceupation (short
of injury to othe 0
ut their own I'lxkl

to their awn
Nur i th

cinns, or shul
e of

b me
ouly, bk all who vul)xlny physic
or clect s of

o on e exertions of the: compeitors, as
vetid o w narrower ruge of ini-

will perlaps ho suficient i€ T confino
myself, in the delails of any wrgment, to func-
wture: sinee, it T a sucoessfl
t probubly will ho ruadily grntod
that women showhl be admissible to all other
Lo which it is il materinl whether
duitted o wot. - And bero lot mo
begin by smarkingg on oue Gunction, broadly dis
tingnishied from ll others, thoir vight to which is
antirely indgpendant of any question which cun.
ho ruiscd voncorning thefe frcultics. T mean tho
suffiago, both purlianoutary and municipal. o




right to sliure in the choiee of thase who are to
cxercisc n public trnt, i+ altogether n distinet
thing fom that of competing for the trast iself
10 no ot conld vote for 1 menther of parliament
who was nol it to b a candidute, the
ment would he a narrow To
Tnen w voico i choowing these oy whom one §
to e governed, is u means of sel-protection dne
to cvery anc, though he wern {0 remmin for cre
excluded from tho "
that women ave considend it to Tave suel
& choico, may e presumed fram the fuet, tha
the lww alrenly gives it to women in
most importunt of all cases to themselves: fo
the choica of the man who

1o goven
womn o the end of life, is always suppose
1o be voluntarily made by hersclf. T the cns
of cloction to public trusts, it i the husines
of eomstitutionul Tnw (o surround the
suffrage with all needfal scenrities mud Tty
tions; but whatever sceurities are suflicient i
the ense of the male scx, no others mes
requirell in the ense of women.  Under whatere
conditions, and within whatover its, wen w
aimittoll 1o the sullrage, there is not w slindow ¢
Justification for ot admitting women under tl
same. The majority of the women of any cla
are not Tikely to differ in political oinion fro
the majority of the men of the sume clnss, uule
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the question bo ono in which the intorests of
women, s ncli, arc in somo way involved ; and if
they a0 ko, womon require the suffeage, ns Uicir
guarmntee of just and equal consideration.  This
ought to e ubvious oven o those who coincido
i w0 other of the daotrines for which 1 contond.
Evon 3 every wommn were n wile, and if overy
wife onght (0 bo w sluve, all the moro would
these wluyes stand in need of logal protection : wnd
wo laow what legal protection the slavos ave,
whero the laws ave made by their mastors,

With vogal to tho fibiess of women, ot ouly
10 yarticipate i clcotions, but ihemsolves o
lold oflices or practive profisions involving
importunt. public vespossiiltics ; 1 lave alveuly

* observerl that this consideration is nob. ewential
10 iho practical yuestion in dispuic: sinco auy
wamin, who suceceds in an open profession,
proves by Uhat, very fuct that sho is qualified for
it. Awd in Uho caso of publio ofices, if ho politieal
system of tho comntry is such ms to excludo
wnfit men, it will equally oxclude unfit womon :
whileif it is not, thoro in 10 adilitional ovil in tho
fact iat tho wnfit persons whom it adunits mny
Yo cithor women or mon.  As long thereforo as
it is acknowlodged thai. ovon n fow women may
To . for theso dutics, tho laws which shut the
door on thoso oxeeptions ownnot be justified by
any opivion which can bo Leld respectivg the

n
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eapacitics of woman in general,  Bint, though this
Jast considerntion is ot csentil, it is far from
being inelovant. Au wnprudiced view of it
1 strength to the nrgmments ngainst
forees tiem by

1..,,-1. considerations of pric Ly
e nt first make entire. ahstmetion of wll
derutions tonding to show, that

ees supposel Lo exist
between women and men aro but die naturad
ces in theie cdueation and
cmstances, anid indieato 10 rlical differenes,
far less vadical inferiority, of
considor women only as they abready are, oc us
they aro known to havo heen 5wl the eupacitics
which they havo alroady practically shown.
What they luve done, that at least, if nothing
clse, it s proved that they can do.  When we
consider Tiow sedulously they ure all trined avay
from, instond of being tmived towards, any of
the ocenpations or objects vescrved for men, it is
evidont that T am taking  very humble gron
for them, when T rest thoir case ou what they
Havo nctually achicved. For, in thi cuse, ucgative
cvidonce s worth little, while any positive. ovi
donea is conelusive. Tt canwiot be inferred to be
impossiblo that a woman should be a 1fomor, o
an Aristotle, or n Michaol Augelo, or n Jeot-
hovon, becauso o woman has yet actunlly pro-

Tet us
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duced works conparabl to theirs in any of thoso
f excellence. This negativo fet, at most

leaves the question wncerts

ychologienl diseusion. Bt it is quite certain

Deboruh, or a Joan of Are, since (his is not
inferonee, but fict.  Now it ix @ enrions consie
derntion, Uhat the only things which the existing
T excluden women from doing, aro the things
which Uy Tuve proved that they aro able to do.
“Mhere s 16 1w o prevent n woman from having
wiitten all U pluys of Shalspenro, o composed
all tho operus of Mozart, Bt Queen Hlizmbeth
or Queen Vietwrin, hud they wot inheritel the
thrame, conld ot have bheen futrusted with
smullest of tho politienl dutics, of which the
formor showed erolf cqunl to tho greatost,

UF anyUhing conclusive eonld be inforred from
experionee, withont  psychological analysis, it
would b that tho things which women nre not
allowed o do aro the vory ones for which they
awe pecuiinrly qualifled; since theie voention for
govormnent s mado its way, und hecomo con-
spiowons, through the very fow opportunitios
whiich havo beon givon ; wiile in tho Tines of
distinction which apparently were fealy open to
thom, they have by no means so eminondly dis.
tinguishod themselvos,  Wo know how small a
mumber of reigning quecns history prosents, in

)




comprcison with that of kings.  OF this smaller
mumber o for larger proportion lve  shown
taleuts for vule; Uough muny of them havo
occupicd the throne in dificalt poriods. 1t i
romarkable, too, that Uhey have, in n great
wumber of instances, been distinguished by wmerity
tho most opposite to e imaginnry and conven-
tional churncter of women: they have been o
el vemarked for the frmness and vigour of
s intelligenee. Wheu, to
queens and empresses, we add regents, mnl vieo-
voys of provinces, the list of women who have
Teen eminent rulers of mankind swells to « great
longth*  This fack is s0 wndeninble, that some
one, long ngo, tricd to velort th wrguy
tumed the ndmitted truth into an additional
fnsult, by saying that quoens are better than

=

oy
T maly o iy o sl

i hioo caces cut of fonr that privcipality s
. This a1

g, shoin 1
oty ot e o o
tho ol b promaturoly torminaied
et of iy oo v o, Wi o s
it th rivcans s e o s i o

conversad with vy s nokof thel own Gamily excopt from be-
K i, et ey yiar) no
book in tbaie languagen
stsustion on pliion .mn. o sty sl o
aral apacity of womon for govorunont s very sk
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kings, heewse nnder kings women govorn, hut
under quecns, men.

I0 my seem @ wasto of rensoning Lo argno
agninst o bad joke; but such things do aflect
peoples minds; and [ huve heard men quoto this
snying, with w air 03 if they thought that tiere
At any vato, it will ser
as well us wnything el for a starting poin
disenssion. 1 sy, Uhen, thnt it i ot teuo tint
wder Kings, women govern.  Such coses avo
ontirdly exceptional: wnd weak kings havo quito
as often governed il through tho influence of
malo fivoutites, s of femde. When o king
s governed Dy n woman merely through his
amatory propensitis, good goverument s not
proluble, thongh oven then there wre exceptions.
But French history comts two kings who have
voluntily given tho diroction of affairs during
mauy yeurs, the ono to is mother, tho other to
his sister: ono of them, Charles VIIL, was o
were hoy, hut i doing so hie followed tho inten-
tions of his futher Louis X1., tho ablost monarch
of his age. The other, Swint Tanis, wax the
Dest, and one of tho most vigorons xulers, since
the timo of Churlamague. Totl theso princessos
ruled in a mwmer ladly equalled by any
prince umong theie cotomporarics.  Tho emperor
Charlos tha Kifth, tho wmost politic prince of his
time, who Diad as groat & numbor of able we in
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N sexvico o vl ever hud, mud weax one of tho
lowst likely of wll sovercigns to mucrii erest
to personal feclings, mude two princesses of his
Tnily successively Govermors of the Netherhunds,
and kept one or other of tem in that post during
s whole life, (they were aflorwurds sucereded
by w third). Both ruled very wuecessfully, and
one of them, Murguret of Austrin, was ono of
the ublest politicians of the age. So much for
one side of the question.  Now us Lo the olher.
When it is suid that wnder queens men govern,
is the same mewning 10 he understood ns when
Kings arc suid to be governed by women? Is it
meant that queens choose s their instruments
of government, tho nssocintes of their porsonal
Veaswres? The ense s varo oven with Uose
who are s wnserupulons on the Intter point as
Catherine T0.: and it is ot in these cases that
the good government, alleged 1o nriso from male
inlucnce, is to be fonnd. 1€ it be true, then, that.
the admivistration is in the hands of better men
under u queen than under an wverngo king, it
nust be it quocons have n swporior capncity
for choosing them; and women must o letter
qualifid thun men both for tho position of sove-
reign, and for that of chiel winistor; for tho
principal busines of a primo ministor s not to
govern in person, but to fiud (o fittest porsons
1o conduct overy departinont of public. affira.
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e more rapid insight into charuoter, which
is one of D adwitted oints of suporjority
wly make them,
with anything Tike ations.
otlcr respects, more apt i men i that ¢
of instrmments, which s newly the most ime
portant Insiness of every one who hus to do witle
governing munkind.  Even the  unprincipled
o Cuthorine: e’ Medici conld feel the valuo of a
" Chancellor de PUdpital. But it is also truo
Ut most great queens have heon gront by their
own twlents for govermment, wid buve heon
well sorved preciscly for tint reason.

own B o i they Tistened to good wdvisers,

thay gase by that fuct tho strougest proof that
their judgment fitted them for dealing with the
great questions of government,

I it vemsonsblo to think that these who ave
fit for the grenter functions of politics, aro in-
enpable of qualifying thomsclves for the less?
Ty thero mny venson in the wature of things, that
the wives aud sistors of princes should, whenever
callod on, e fonn s competent s the. privces
themsclves to ek busingss, bnt. that tho wives
and sisters of tatesmen, and administrators, and
dircotors of companics, and munagers of public
iustitations, showld ho mablo to do what is dono
by their brothers aud husbauds? o real




reason is plain enougli; 3t 15 that princesses,
being more maised above the generality of men
by their rank thun placed helow thom by thei
sex, lave nover beon tught that it was improper
for them to concern themselves with politics
Tt havo been allowed to feel the Tihernl interes
natoral to any cultivated Tuman beitlg, in the
great transactions which taok place around ther,
and in whicl they m
purt. Tho ldics of reig

only women who are allowed tho xame rungo o
interests and froedom of development e wen
wid it i precisely in their ease that Giero is o
found to be any xactly where ang
in proportion as womow's capacitics for govern
ment have been tried, in hat proportion hav
they been found aileqnate.

This fact is i accordunce with fho bes
general conclusions which the world’s imporfec
cxperionce scoms as yot {0 suggest, concornin
tho peenlinr’ tendencics and aptitndes charac
toristic of women, as women havo hitherto been
1 do not say, ns they will contino to he; for, o
T have already said moro than onee, T conside
it presamption in any ono to protend to decid
what women are or are not, can or cannot be, b
matural constitution. They have always hithert
been Kopt, as far as rogards spontancous doveloy
moat, in s0 wnnatural o stato, that their natur
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connot It v bean grently distorted and dis-
guised ; ud 10 ono cu sufely pronounco that if
womews muturo wors left to chonse its
freely nw mew’s, and if o artificial bent
tompted to e giver Lo it excopt that required by
tho conditions of I socioly, and givon to both
sexcs alike, there woull be iy materinl difl
vauce, or perlngs any differonco at all, in tho
cimrcter mud capucities which wonld nafold
themsclves, 1 shall prescutly show, Lt oven
to lenst cantestublo of tho differences which
uow cxist, aro nch 1 muy very wll livo beon
prodtuced merely by ciroumstiicos, without uny
Aillerenco of nahwrel capneity. b, Tooking at
women s they are known in experienee, it may
e i of them, widh moro trutk thwn belongs
to most other general i
the gonceal bont of the
practical. ~ This statoment is conformablo to all
tho public history of women, in Ui presont and
the prst. 1t ia no leas borne out by common
and daily experionco. Lot us consider tho
specinl naturo of tho mental capucitics most
charnctoristic of a wommi of talent. They aro
all of n kind which fits thom for practice, and
makes thom teud towards it.  What is meant
by & womm's capacity of intitivo percoption ?
1t menns, a rapid and corvoct insight into present.
faot. Tt lins nothing to do with gouoral prine

—




ciples.  Nobody cver perecived a scientific lay
of naturc by intition, nor wrrived at a genera
e of duty or prudence by it. These ar
remiltn of alow nud careful collotion and com
parison of expericnce ; wnd neither the men nas
the women of intuition wally shive in Uis de-
partment, wnless, indeed, the experience necossary
is snclt as they can acquire by themselves,  Fo
what is called Uheir intoilive sagneity ke
them peculinrly apt
truths as can b
means of obso

n gathering such gonera
collected from their ndividus
wtion. When, consequently, they
cliance fo bo as well provided w wen ave wil
tle Tosults of oller people’s expericnce, by
rending aud cducation, (1 wso the word chane
nivisedly, for, in texpect to the knowledge U
tends lo fit them for the grenter concerns o
Jife, the only elucated women nre the sol
cluented) they aro better furnished  than mes
in gencral with tho cssential requisites of skilf
and successful practice. Men who luve bee
much taught, are apt to be deficient iu Uy
seuse of prescut fret; they do not sce, in th
facta which they are ealled wpon to deal wil
what is really there, but whal. they have bee
taught to expect. s is scldom tho cuse wil
womon of any ability. Thir capucity of in
tition  prescrves thom from it Witls equalit
‘o( oxporicuce and of general ficultics, & woma
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usnally sees moeli more than u man of what
s fmmedintely hefore her, Now this sensibility
to the present, is e wnin quality on which (h

eapucity for practi ry,
depends. Lo discover genernd principles, helongs
o the speenlativo fuenlty s o discern wnd dis

eriminato tho purticadar cuses i which Uey aro
and wre ot applicnble, constitutes practical talent s
and for this, women wx ¢l now wre have &
eculiue aptitude. 1 it Bt thoro cun o
w0 oo practice without priveiples, mud that
the predominunt placo which quickness of obsor-
vation holds mnong . wownar's fucnltics, makes
Yor particnlarly apt o build overdusty genc-
ralizations wpont Tier o ahscrvation; though at
tho snno time wo less ready i veetifying thos

generalizntions, us her obsorvation takes n wider
yunge. ut the corveetive Lo this defect, is necoss
1o the ospericnce of tho Tuman raco; govoml
Tnowledge—os
o st mupply, A womar's mistakes aro spo-r
cifienlly thoso of u clever self-cdnented man, who:

often sces what mon truined i routive do not |
seo, but fills into crrors for want of kuowing ’
g8 which Tuve long been known.  Of courso
e s ncquired much of the pro-cxisting know-
Tedge, o ho conld not havo got on st all; but
what ho kuawa of it o Jus picked up in frage
wouts wud at mdom, us womou do.
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But this geavitation of womew’s minds to
the present, to the real, to nctwd fuct, whil
in its exclusivencss it is @ sonreo of crrors i
also & most wscful eannteractive of the conlmry
aor. The principal aud most clueeeteristic
abersation of speculutive minds ns sueh, consist
precisely i tho deficiency of this livly per
ception und ever-present semse of ohjeetive fret
For want of this, they often not anly ovorloo
the contendiction which ontward fucts oppos
lo their thearies, but loso sight of the legiti
mate purpose of speculation altogother, and lo
thoir speenlative facnlties go’ astry into vegion
wot peopled with zenl beings, ainle or ina
mate, oven idealized, but with personified shudor
eveated by the illusions of metuplysics or by t
mere entanglement of words, and think thes
shadows the proper abjcets of the highest, tho mos
tramscendant, philosoply.  Tardly unything ca

¢ of greater value to a man of theory an
speculntion who omploys himself not in co
Tocting matorials of knowledge by obscrvatior
Uut in working them wp by processes of thoug)
into comprelionsive truths of science and laws
conduct, than to carry on his peculations in ¢
compunionship, and under tho criticism, of a eal
superior woman, ‘Therc s nothing comparal
to it for keeping his thovghts within tho Jimi
of eal things, and tho nctual fneis of notur
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A woman seldom runs wild after an abstruction, "
The Dabitual divection of her mind to dealing
it rings s individuals vather than in groups,
and (what i closely comeeted with it) ier more
ively intorest in the present fecliugs of persons,
which mukes her considee first of all, in anything
which dlaims @ be applied o practice, in what
mannior persons will b aflected by it—these two
thingn male e extramoly wilikely |
inany spoculation whi
and deals with things
Desefit of some imaginary ontily, some mere
erention of the wind, vot reslvable into the
foctings of living beingn, Womews thoughts
aro Ui a wseful in givingg veadity o those of
hinking mon, ns me's Uioughts in giving width
and lnrgeness o thoso of women. T depth, ns
distinguished (rom breadth, T greatly doubt if
oven vow, women, eompared with mon, are at
wny disndvintago.

11 tho exiating mental charactovistics of women
o thus valuable even in aid of speculation, they
aro still more impovtant, when spoculation hus
dono its work, for earrying out tho results of
speculation into practioo.  Por the rorsons already
given, women avo comparatively wnlikely to fall
into the commen error of mon, that of sicking
to their rulos in n caso whoso spesialities cither
tako it out of tho class to whicl tho rules are

o




applicable, or require a special ndaptation of
them. Tt us now cousider mother of tho
admitted superioritics of clover woumen, greater
quickness of apprehcision.  Ts not this pro-
cminently & qudity which fits o persn for
practice? In action, everything continally
depends wpon deciding promptly.  In specula-
tion, nothing docs. A mere thinker can wail,
o tako time to consider, ean colleot aditional

ho is ot obliged o complele lis
philosaphy at onee, lest. tho opportunity shonld

go by. Mo power of drawing the best cone

known facts is often the necdful basia for farther
inguiry. Bt this faculty s ather scrvieable
in philosophy, than the main qualifieation for it
wnd, for the anxilinry as well as for tho main
on, tho hilosopher e allow himacif any
pleases. 1o is in no need of the cape-
city of doing rapidly what licdocs ; what he rather
nceds i patience, to work on slowly wntil imper.
feot Tights have become perfect, wnd & conjeeture
Tor those, on the
contrary, whose business is with the fugitivo nd
pevishable—with individual facts, not kinds of
fucts—rapidity of Uhought i  qualifiention wox
only in importanice to the power of thought itself




commiand, 1L ERE POTRNEENEIes
s well mot have them at all. - Fe
no fit to et Now it is in
s tht women, avd the men who ar: most like
M ot

caltics, urrives
command of thean : vapidity of
Judgment. el prowmptivade. of julicions action,
ovon i the things o kuuows hest, ure Uho gendunl
il Tute vesult of strenuous effort grown into
habi

Tewill b said, perhaps, that the grenter
ervons meeptibility of women is o disqoali
tion or pra ivr-, in wnyCiing bt doestie ife,
by rendering mbile, - changeable, too
vehamently e the s of tho ‘moment,
incapahle: of duggged perseerance, wneguel and
ancertain i e power of using their froultics,
T think thnt. these phrases sum wp tho gruntor
port of tho o cammonly made to the
fitess of women for the hightr class of serions
business. Much of all this is tho mero overflow
of norvons erergy run Lo waste, nul would conso
when the anergy was dirceted to u definito end.
Much in abo the resalt of couscious or un-
conscions enltivation; us we seo by tho almost
total disnppenrunce of  hysteries” and fuinting
fits, siuco thoy fivo gone out of fashion.  More-




over, when people are brought up, liko wuny
woman of the higher clusses (thongh less o in
our owr country than in any other) a kiud of hot-
house plants; shielded from the wholesomo vicissi-
tudes of air andl temperature, and untrained fu
auy of the ocenpations aud cxercises which give
stimulis and development to the cireulatory md
musculor systom, while theie norvous system,
espocially in its emotional department, is kept in
wnnaturally active play ; it is wo wonder i€ thuse
of

slight couses, both internal and extornal, wid
without stumina to support any task, physical or
mental, requiring continuity of cffort. Tt
women brought wp to work for their liveli-
heod show none of theso morbid characteristics,
unless indeadl they aro clinined lo an oxcess of
scilentary work in confiued and unlicaltly rooms.
Women who in their carly years havo shared in
the Tiealthful physical education aud bodily free-
dom of their brothers, and who obtain a sufll
ciency of pure air and cxerciso in after-lifo, very
Trely Tnve nuy oxcessive suscoplibility of worves
whiclt can disqualify Uiem for active pursuits.
Thore is indeed a cortain proportion of persons,
in both sexcs, in whom an unwsual degreo of
nervous scusibility is constitutioual, and of so
morked & chavactor 1 to bo tho fonture of their
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orgunizntion which exercises the greatest influenco
over th wholts elmreter of tie vital phenoniens,
Mhisconstitation, like other physieal o
in hereditary, nnd

formati
it to sons us well
s dhghters; but it s possible, mud probuble, that.
the nervous tempermment (w it i oall
Tuerited by a greater rof
men, We will nsame tis s n fre
tien M, are men of nervous

e

) i ine

l

mew tha af
and let me.
ernment found
tfor the dutics unid pumaits usmlly
followed hy wen 18 ot why shontd women of
the o Lemperamient be unfi for then? Mo
peenlinrities of the emperament we, o dowbt,
within certuin linits, o obsinde (o micess in
some employments, Qongh an aid to it
others. But when the ocenpation i suitable to
the tenmpernment, ol sovctines even when it is
unnituble, the wost brillinnt cxmmples of success
are continunlly given by tho men of high nervous
sensibilty.  They nre distinguished in their proc-
el wuifestutions chiefly by this, Uhat being
susceptible of  ighor dogree of excileiacnt than
thowo of wnother plysical comstitution, their powers
whon excited diflr nore thn in the easo of othier
Yeople, from thoso shown in their ordinary state :
they wro mised, ns it wove, above themaclves,
and do thiuga with cuso which they aro wholly
incapubloof ol other times. Bt this lofty oseite-
ment is not, cxcept i wenk bodily constitutions,
f
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w mere fash, which passes away immediately,
leaving o pormunent traces, and incompatiblo
with peristent and stoady pursuit of an object.
It is the charucter of the nervous tempersment
to be capable of sustuined excitement, holding
out through long continned cllorts. It is what
s meant by spirit. Tt is what mnkes the high-
bred racchorso run without slackening spoed till
ho drops down dend. It s what Tas cnabled so
n tho most sub-
Time constaney not anly at the stake, but through
& long prefiminary succession of mental and
Tiodily tortures, It is evident Ol people of this
temperamont aro particularly apt for what may
be ealled the executive depurtiment of tho leader-
ship of mankind. They are tho werial of
greal orators, great preuchers, impressive diflusers
of moral influcnces. ‘Theie constitution niight
b deomed less fvourable to tho qualitics re-
quired from « statesman in the cabinet, or from
o judge. 1L would be so, if the conscquence

res Lo be eultivaied
it forms not the
Leroce of fmpulso only, but thoso also of acf.
conquost.  listory aud experionce prove thiat
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U0 mosk psionato clurmeters aro tho most fana-
tically rigid in their feelings of duty, wher
pussion Dy e Urained Lo net in Ut di
Mo judge who. gives n_junt doci
where i fcling e
» doriven from bt s g of
ineil sense of the bligatic
vietory
Tho eupubility of Ut lofty on-
st whieh takes tho humun being out of
Ny every-duy chumeter, ygacts wpon tho daily
chumeter itself. s aspizations and powers when
D i in this exeeptional state, become the typo -
il which ho comparcs, wil by which o est-

raeter woulded by wl nssimi
meuts of lafty excitement, ulthongh those, from |
the physical natire of o homun being, oan ouly
e of races, as well ns of
vi ow thoso of excitablo tem-
perament Lo bo less ft, on the average, cither
for speculation ot practice, than the woro wnes.
cituble, ‘Mo Freneh, and the Ttalians, are un-
doubtedly by unture moro nervously oxcitable
than tho Teutonic raeos, and, comparcd ut least
with tho English, they havo o much grentor
Tibitunl and dily emotional Jifo: but have thoy
boen loss grout in scionce, i public busincss, in
2




logal and judlicinl eminenee, or in war? There
is ubundant evidenee that the Greeks were of
oI, e descondunts and suceessors sill are,
ono of the must exeilable of the races of -
Kind. 1t s superiluons (© nsk, whit mmong the
uta of men Uhoy did nat exeel in. "The
Tomms, probubly, as an equally sonthern people,
Tind the same original tempor
stern ehuracter of their national di
thint of 0 mude then
the opposite type onnl charncter; the
groater stre vn\ of theie wntneal Gl
chiclly apparent in the
ariginal tempermment made it possible to give o
the wrif I these enves exemplify what
naturally excitable people way he mde, the Trish
Celts afford owe of the uplest examples of whai
tiey wre when Jeft t Ghewselves; (if those can
e suid 1o be It to fiemselses who have hecu
Tor centvies wnder the indireet. influence of had
govermuent, aud the divcet training of n Catholic
icrarchy and of n sincere belicf in the Catholic
igion.) "Tho Trish elarneter must b conidere,
thercfore, as o nnfivonrable ensc:: yet, whenever
the cirewnstaneos of tho individuel lnve hoen at
all fuvourable, what peoplo lave shown greater
enpacity for Uhe most varied wnd multifarions in-
dividual eminenee?  Like tho French compaved
with tho English, the Trish with the Swiss, the

It the
pline, like
o exnple of
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Grecka or Ttalinns compured
vaces, w0 women conipy
found, on the n

th o German
with wen may be
e, W o the same things
with some variety in the purticutur kind of ex-
allonce. But, it they would do thens folly
wn woll on o whole, if Uscir ellueation aal
enltivation wero aduptead to corvecting i
aggruvating U infirmities incident (o their tem-
perument, © s ot tie smallest reawon o doubt.

Supposing it However, to be true that wemen's
minds are by wature maro wobile than thoso
of men, lews capabl of persisting long in tho
samio continous clort, wore fitted for dividing
theiv fucultics o mieny hivgs than for
travelling in wny one path o the highest point
which cwn Tio venched by it: this may be
trie of women us they wow aro (thongh not
withaut greht o wnorous eseoptions), and
smay acconnt for their having remained bohind
o highost. onder of wen in precisely tho things
ch this absorption of tho wholo mind in
one st of iders wid ocoupations may scem to
b ot eq
bl enn only ffct tho kind of exeellnco, not
tho excellonco tself, or its practical worth: and
it remsing to be shown wlmlllt’.‘l' this exclusive
working of n part of tho mi
the whole thivking fueally in & single subject,
wnd conconteation of it on & single work, is tho

in i




normal and healthful coudition of tle luman
facultics, evon for speculntive wecs. T elieve
that what s gained in specinl development, by
thi concentration, is lost in the capueily of the
mind for the other purposes of like; and
abstract thowght, it is my decided opinion tint
the mind does more by frequently retorning (o
& diflicnlt problem, than by sticking to it with-
out interruption.  For the purposes, at all o
of practice, from it

it
lighest o its Tumblest de-
partments, the eupacity of passing pronply from
ono snbjeet of consideration o another, withont
letting (o nctive spring of the inteflect van
down between the two, is u power fir more
valunblo; and this power women pre-cminently
possess, by virtue of the very mobility of whicl
they aro neoused. They perlgs have it from
nature, bat they cortainly Jave it by training
wnd eduention ; for nearly the whalo of the oeon
pations of women cousist in tho management o
small but multitudinons details, o ench of which
the mind cannot dwell even fon n minnto, bu
must pass on to other things, aud it auything
requires longer thought, must stenl timo at ods
moments for thinking of it. The capacity indec
which women show for doing their thinking i
circnmstances and at times which almost an
man would mako wn excuse o himself for no
attompting it, has ofien been noticed : and
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wom's mind, though it may he oecupicd only
with smunll Wiy, cun Dowdly over pormit itsel
0 Do voeunt, o 0w w0 often i when ot
gaged in MImL he chomes to consider tho
. The husiness of a woman’s
ordinry life v u....u i goneral, wd can
s lidle couso Lo go on ne tho world to go
round.
But (it
of the saperior w
with women s Lhe
that in the first place tho By
It s by o weans eatublished that the bruin of n
woman is smaller tn that of w man. T it is
inferred merely heeanse w womm’s bodily frame
generally is of low dimensions thun & maws, this
ariterion would lond to strunge consequoncos.
Atall mud Ingo-boned man wmost on s showing
Yo wonderfully auperior in intolligenco to a small
e, wd . cleplient or o whalo must prodi-
munkiud. The sixe of tho brain in
cings, ntomisa sy, vavics much less
 of the budy, or oven of the head,
and the oo cnnnot bo at ll inferred from the
othor. Tt s cartain thut somo women have as
large & briin ns any men, Tt is within my
Knowledge thut o man who had weighed many
Dumen brais, snid hat tho beaviest lio knew of,
henvior oven than Cuviors (tho heavieet pre-

1) thero s mmlomical evilenco




viously vecorded,) was that of o woman, Next,
T st observe thnt the prcise velntion which
cxists botween tho brain aud the intellcetual
powors is mot yet well wndorstood, but s o
subject of grent dispute. That there is a very
clove relution we cannot doubt, The bruin is
certainly 1o material organ of tiought and
focliug s ond (uaking hstenetion of the great
unsettlod controversy respecting the npproprintion
of different parts of the hruin Lo different mental
fucnlties) 1 adwit that it would be un wnomaly,
and an oxeeption to all we know of the gencral
Tuws of 1ifi: wnd organizntion, if the size of tho
organ were wholly indiflorent to the fuctior
w0 ocession of ower wero derived from the
grenter smaguitude of the instrument.  Bnt the
cxeeption and the anomaly would be fully as
reat if tho organ osercised influcuco by its
wwguitnde ondy.  In ol tho more delicnto opera-
tious of nturo—al which thosc of tho wimated
ereation aro the most dolieate, and those of the
nervous system by fu tho most delicate of thess
—difleronces in the cffect depend aa much on
differences of quality in tho physical agonts, as
on thcir quantity: aud if the quality of an in-
strument ia to be tested by the icoty mud deli-
cacy of the work it ean do, the indications po
fo a greater averago fueness of qu
brain and norvous system of women than of won,
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issing abstenct difference of quility, a hing
difflenlt to vorify, the clliciency of au orgs s
known o dupendd not solely o it size bt on its
notivity : wud of this wo hive an upprosinato
- tho onrgy with which tho blood
rough it, both the stimulns aud the
g wwinly dependont o the
ciroulation. 1t would ot b surprising—it s
indecd wn hypothiesis which accords well with the
differences wetully observed holweon the montal
operntions of Ui bwo sexos—if men o the
avorage should Tave tho udvantugo in the size of
tho brain, wid women in nctivity of corcbral cir-
culition. The results which conjeeture, founded
on analogy, woull lewd ws to expect from this
difference of orguiirtion, would corcespond to
somo of hose which we most comonly sco. Tu
tho fiesl place, tho montal oporations of mon
might be expected to bo slower. They would
ncither be so prompt a8 women in thinking, nor
50 quick Lo feel.  Targo bodios tako more time |
1o get into full action. On tho other hand,
whon onca ot thoroughly into play, mer's besin
would hear more work. It wonld he wore por-
sistont in tho Tino first takon; it would havo
more. diffeulty in chaging (rom one mode of
action to anothor, but, in the ono thing it wes
doing, it could go on longor without loss of
power or seuse of fatigue. And.do we wot find that




the things in which men most exeel women are
those which require most plodding and long
lanmering at @ single thought, while women do
Test what must be done vapidly? A womaw's
I ix sooner fatigued, soo

v exhausted 5 but
given he degeee of eximution, we should expeet
to find that it would recover itsclf sooncr. T
repent that this speenlation is

thetieal ; it pretends o wo
ne of enquiry. 1 hiavo hefor

averngo strevgth or divection of the meutnl on-
pcitics of o two soxcs, mucht less what Ut
difference s, Not is it possible tiat iis should
he known, so loug as the paychological lnws of tho
formntion of eharmeler liave en o itle studicd,

cven in a generd way, wid in the paticuler
ense wever scientifieally applied st all; 0 long
8 the most obvions external causes of differenco
of charncter aro Tubitully disregorded—lef un-
noticed by tho abscever, and Tooked down wpon
with a kind of supercilions contempt by tie
provalent schools heth of matural history and of
mental plilosophy : who, whether they look for
the sourco of what mninly diatinguishes human
heings from onc another, in the world of matter
o in that of spivit, sgeee in rauning down thoso
who profer to cxplain Uiese differcnces by tho
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different relatigns of human beings fo sosicty
and lie.

wlows an extent wro the notions
o Ul ko of omen, mere ompi
o rued, without philosophy or
wunlysi, upon the first instonees which presont
themselves, that the popular ides of it is diffcront
i differont countries, necording as the opinions
il waeinl cireumstmiee of Uie country lave given
o the women living in it any specinlity of develop-
ment or non-development.  An Oriental Uriuks ¢
that wouen aro by nabura peeuliarly voluptuous ;
sew Uho violont ahuse of them on Uhis gronud in
Tiudoo writinge.  An Knglishmun usually thinks
that they are by unture cold. The sayings shont
women's fickleness wre mostly of Pranch origin ;
from the Gumons distich of Francis the First, up-
i ud downseard. T Tngland it is n common
remurk, how muel more constant women are than
men. Tneonstancy hus beon longer reckoned dis-
creditable o woman, in Enghond than inFranco ;
and Buglishowvomen aro bosides, in their fumost
ature, mnch woro subdued o opivion. 1t may
bo remarked by tho way, tiat Inglishmen are in
peentiurly nnfavonrablo cirenmstances for attempt-
ing to judge whal is or is not natural, not merely
to women, but to men, or to human beings alto-
gether, ot lenst if they hinyo only Euglish cxpo-
rienco to go upon : hecanso Hhero is no pluce whero




Tuman natnre shows so hitio ol iis onginal iinca-
wents. Both i n good and o bad sense, the Eng-
ish are further fram a state of unture Uhn any
other wodern peaple, They ae, more than any
ollicr people,a productfc

ughund s the countey in wh
Tas most sueceede, ot so e i cong

g, 18
in pprosing, whotovor i lishl o confiet with
it Thel:

, mare. than iy other people, not
only net but feel accordivg o e, T other
countrics, the tught apinion, or the requireuent
of socicty, way b the strnger power, ot the
promptings of the individual nutnre are wlways
isible under it, wnd ofien vesisting it: vule may
o stronger than nature, hut maturo is still diere.

enrricil o, not by followiug inclination wnder tho
contial of rule, but by haviug no inclination but
that of following a rule. Now this hs its good
side dobtloss, though it hins also a wretchedly
bad one; but it must rendor wn Yaglish
peculiarly ill-qualificd to pass a judgment on the
original tendencica of human vature from Tis own
exporionce. The errors o which oliservers olac-
whore ave linble on the subjeet, aro of a diflerent
charactor. An Euglishnau is iguorant respecting
Tuman natnre, n Fronchmen is prejudiced.  An
Englishwnn’s crrors are negativo, a Frenolmaw's




positive. An Eaglishwan fun

R —
I —— i
lishnan does
s he T i o

e s

Deense e ¢
ot o wnture, Ty
Lanity of b

Leeauso \
wrted. superindueed by
sociely divguinen o untural tend
Wingg whieh i tho wbject of ahservation, in tvo
diftarent ways: by extinguishing the webre, o by
tmnsforming it Tn the one ewso there is Dot
w sturved residauns v

minch of the oxisting
men and women i waturnl, wnd how mouch nrti-
ficinl ; whether thero nro wny natarl difforonces at
1l or, supposing wll artifcinl cuuees of differenco
o be witldrw, what natural chareter would
bo revewdad. £ nob about to nttewmpt what T
Do provoncel impossible: but doubt docs not.
forbid vonjecture, aud whero ccriainty is wnat-
tinuble, thero may yet be tho mons of ar-
viving ol nomo degreo of probubility. The first
Joint, the origin of tho  dilloronces actually




obscrved, is the one most neeessible Lo specul
tion ; and T shall atiempt to appronch it, by ¢
only path by wliich it cun bes reached ; by e
the mental cousequences of exterual influenc
We cunno iwolate & huwan heing fron tho ¢
cunstunces of his co ol 50 us Lo ascertain o
porimentally what hio would havo heen by
ut wo enut cansider whnt lie s, aud wh
cumstances nve heen, and whether the one wor
linvo been eapuble of producing the: other.

Tt ua tke, then, tho ouly marked cas v
observation s, of Ap]um:nl in

one of bodily nl,)vnglh No production in phi
sophy, seicnen, or urt, entitled to
s been the work of n woman. Iy there o
mode of neconuting for this, wi
that wome are naturally iucapable of prodaci
them?

In tho first place, we way fairly quest
whether expericuce hus alforded sufficient grom
foran induction. 1t is searcely three generatic
siuco women, saving vory vwro exceptions, I
Degun to try their eapacity in philosophy, scin
orart. Itis only in the preseut goneration ¢
theiv attempls have becu at all numerous; &
they arc even now extremely few, everywhero |
in Bngland and Feanee, 1t is & relovant qu
tion, whether a mind possessing the requisitcs
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firs-rate cminenee i speeulation or creative art
could have: been expected, on the meve:eatenlation
of chances, Lo turn up during Ut e of tie,
nmol\g tho wowen whose tustes wid personal
ition wmitted of Uuir devoting theinselves to
e pursnits. D all hing which there hios yet
heen time for—in all but the very lighest grades
in tho seal of exeelleaee, especiully in the deprt-
Uy Twve Teen longent. engaged,
Titeratnre (both proso und poctry)—women have:
done quite wn wneh, heve obtuined fully os high
prizes and o iy of thew, ns could be expectal
Trom tho Tewgth of time wd the wnmber of cont-
petitors. 16 wo go buck o tho varlicr period
when very fow women mdo Uhe atteanp, yet e
of thoso few mades it with distinguished sucecss.
Tho Grees alwags necounted Suppho among
heir great pocts; and wo may woll suppose Ut
Myriis, said 1o Juve heen tho toncher of Pindar,
aud Corinia, wha fiva ties bore away from him
tho prixs of poctry, must at least havo liud suficiont
merit Lo admit of heingg compared with that great
nome.  Aspusia did not leave any philosophical
writings 3 but it is wn admitted fuct Uhat Soerates
vosorted to hee For instruction, and avowed himsell
1o havo obtained

17 wo consider tho works of women in muder
times, and contrast them with thoso of men,
cither in tho literury or tho artistic department,




itsclf essentinlly into one thing: but that is
st mterinl e defciency of oigin
5 for cvery production of min
which is of uny substa value, has an
ity of ils own—is a conception of the min
tself, wot. « copy of something clwe.  Thongh
unl, i the senee of being waborrowel—

i frum the thinker's own ohscrvation

intellectinl processes—are. shundunt. in 1
writings of womon.  But they huve not y
protduced wny of thoso great wd Tamiinous ne
idens whicl form an era in thowght, nor thos
fandamentally new conceptions in art, whic
opon & vista of possible effosts not before thong)
of, nud found n new sehool. ‘Uheir conuposi
are mostly gronded on the existing fand
thought, sl their ercations do ot devinlo wide
rom oxisting bypes. This is the sott of inforiori
which Uheir works manifiat: for i ot of ox
ention, in the detilod application of thoug)
and the perfestion of styl, there is o infe
Our st novelists i paoint. of composition, a
of tho managoment of detail, huvo mostly b
women ; and there is ot in all modern literat
« mare cloguent vehiclo of thought Uun tho sty
]u( ‘Madume de Stacl, nor, ns & specimen of purc

e

o

tistic exeellenco, anything superior to tho pre
of Madame Sand, whoso siylo ncts upon ¢
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nervous syatem like o symphony of Tlaydn or
Mot.  ligh originality of conesption i, as 1
huve said, wll is chicfly wunting.  And
cxnanine if theres i iy nwner in w
dficioney ean be nocounted for.

Tt w remcmber, thew, s far s vogards
mere thowght, thnt during all that perion in the
workl's existenca, and in the progres of cnltiva-

Jonowlege—dring al that timo won
coneern themselyes with speenlution atall. From
the duys of Typatin to those of the Refonaution,
e illustrions Tleloisn in abuost the only woman
to whon any sueh achicvenent might Tave beon
possible; il we know not Tow grent n capaeity
enlation i her way havo boon lost to
kimd by U misforsams of her lifo.  Nover
cineo muy considerablo mmber of womou have
egan o oultivato serious thought, lins
uality been powsblo on cwy toraw, Noarly all
tho thoughts which eun Yo ronched by mero
atrongtl of original fucnltion, lnve long sinco
Deen urviveil at; wnd originality, in any high
scuso of tho word, is uow searcely over nitnined
bt by wiuds which havo wndergone clabosntc
discipling, and o deoply vorsed in tho results
of provious Uhinking. 1¢s M, Maurice, T ik,
x
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who hs remarked on e present age, Uit its
most original Uikers ure thoso who have kuown
most, thosonghly what Jid beon thomght by their
predcecssons: und this will always honceforth bo
the cose.  Kvery fresh sto
now to he pleed on th
it long pracess of

v the e has
top of s many others,

Dings, aud of careying
wp muterials, has 1o he gone through by whoever
awpives Lo take o share i (ho present stage of
the work, Hlow wany women are there who
have gone throngh any such process?  Mrs,
Sawervillo, alone pordups of womien, kiows ay
el of mathematics as i now needful for
malding any considerable mathematical discovery:
i it oy proof of inferiority i women, that she
Iins ot luppened to be ono of the two or thres
pérsons who in her lifetime have essociated thci
anmes with some striking advancement of the
scionce? Two women, since politien) cconom)
s beon mnde a seience, have known cnough o
it to write usefully on the subjcet: of how
of the innurerable men who v written ou i
during tho sne time, is it possible with truth &
sy moro? 16 no woman hns hitherto been
geent listoriun, what womun lus Td tho neees
snry crudition? 1 uo woman is a great plilo
logist, what womun has studied Smnserit an
Slavonic, the Goihic of Ulphila and the Posi
of the Zeudavesta? Tven in practical matter




wo al Ko whn is tho vaduo of the originality
of uwnlught gevinses, U ncans,  inventing
over again in its vudinentary form somelling
alreaily invented wd improved upon by may
sneeessive juventors. 0 women have had
the preparation which wll men wow veqire to e
eminently original, it will he Gine cnongh to
Degin judging by experionce of their capucity for
origiality.

T donbt often happens that  person, who
s ot widely and neenrately studied tho thonghta
of others vn o subject, L by naturl sagacity
Iy intnition, wiiieh he: can snggeest, hut ennot
prove, which yet when matwred may be an jm-
Jortunt addition (o knowledge : hut even thew,
o jutice cen ho done Lo it wtil somo other
porson, who docs pussess the previous acquire-
monts, ke it in Tund, toats i, gives it a soientific
ar prnctical form, aad s it nto its plm:o among
tho existing truths of phi neo. I
it mpposed that wuch (licitons Ilmuglm do not
ocenr to women? They ooour by lundreds to
cvory wommn of intellect, Bt they aro mostly
Jost, for waut of u Twusband or friend who has the
other Jnowludgo whicl can ounble Jim to cstimato
them proporly aud bring thom before the world s
and cvon whon they avo brought beforo it, they
generally apponr us his idons, ot their roal
autlior's.  Who ou tell how masy of the most
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original thoughts put forth by male writers,
heloug to a wommi by snggestion, 1o themselves
only by verifying and working ont? I I may
| dudgo by my ow case, a very Jarge proportion

ndecal.
IF wedurn from pure s

ation to literature
in the narrow sense of the term, and the

there is n very obiows reasou why wou
literature is, in its general eonception aud
i fentires, au imitation of wews. Why is the
Romau Kiterature, s crities proclain to satiety,
ot originad, but an mitation of the Greek?
Sinply beenuse the Grecks eame first. ¢ women
lived in a different country from men, and had
wever vend auy of their writings, they would have
Ind o literatur of their own.  As it is, they have
ot ereated one, beeause they fowd « highly ad-
voneed fiterature already ereated. I there Jud
been 1o suspension of the knowledgo of antiquity,
o if tho Rewsissnuce Tud oceurred beforo the
Gothic onthedrals wero built, they never wopld
havo been built. We sco that, in Feauco and
Ttaly, imitation of tho ancicut Jiteraturo stapped
the original dovelopment cvon wller it had con
menced.  All woinou who write nre pupils of the
groat male writers. A painter’s carly picturcs,
evou if Tie be o Rafuelle, are undistinguishable
style from thoso of his mastor, Jven a Morar
docs not display his powerful originality iu bis
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cos. What ymrs wre Lo a gifted indi-
yidual, generations womnss, IT women’s
iterntno i destined to Im\\_ w different. collective
character from that of wen, depending o any
difference of wntural tendencies, nneh longer
time i ne clapsed, before it
e emang e of ne-
copted models, and gide itsoll by its own fm-
pubses, T i, s 1 heliove, theres will not prove
to bo any natural common 1o women,
and distiugguising n. v geniun from that of mon,
yel ovory individual writer wnong them hes er
individual tendencics, which ot present are still
subihued by the influenes of precedent and ox-

s and it will require generations wore, hofore:
atly doveloped tomako

earliest:

the primd fucie ovidenco of inferior original
powers in women b fin sight appears the
jon (it may he said) does not
exchude U from Uese, bt rather onconrages
thean, mud ther edueation, instead of passing over
thi departanout, is in the aflucnt classes mainly
composd of it. Yot in his line of exertion they
huve fullen till anoro short than in many others,
of the lighost ominence attainod by men. This
shortcoming, however, needs no other explana-
tion than the fumiliar fact, more universally truc




¢ finc arts than W anything clse; the vast
fority of professional persons over mnateurs.
Women i the wlieated cluses o abuost wnic
versally tught more or less of som
other of the fine arts, but not that th

hranch or
-y muy gain
thir living v their socinl comeqienco by it.
Women urtixts ure ull nmateurs, Tho exeoplions
are il of e kind which confirm the generl
truth, Womon aro tught wusic, hut ot
thie purpose of composing, only of excouting i
and aconrdingly it is unly w composons, b
o, in musi o anly
ane of the fino arts whiel women do follow, lo

any xlont, ns n profession, wud wn ocenpation
for life, is the histriovic ; nud in thut they are
confessedly oqui, i nob supeior, t wen. T
ke tho comparison e, it should b wado
hotween tho productions of women in uny branc
of art, and thoso of wen ot Gollowing it as &
profesion. I musieal eomposition, for exumple,
women surely have prodneed fully ns good hings
o havo over beon producedl by wnle aateurs.
There are now a few women, n very fow, who
prackise printing as & professiow, ad these are
already beginning to show quito ey much talent
a3 could be espeoted.  Bven male printers (pace
Ms. Ruskin) havo not made any very sewnrkable
figuro theso lask conturics, and it will bo long
before they doso. The rcason why tho old paiuers
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wero 80 grondly superior (o the modern, s that
« grently superior v of men npplivl Biomselves
to the art. In the fonrteonth andSiteenth con-
tnviex the Uialian pinters were: the most accom-
Wished e of Uheir nge. Phe greatest of them wero

e of encyelopualieal negire
ko e grent wen of Groees. But i Uioir
e fine nrl was, Lo e fielings i concep-
tions,umongg Ohe gramlest thinggs i which a lan
beingg conld exeel ; and Dy it men wera made, what
only pofitieal or wilitiry distintion wow makes
Uiom, Ui compaions of sovceeiius, und tho equals
of the highest woli T the: present nge, mon
of wngthing tike siwilar enlibro fnd semothing
ware fmportnt to. do, for theie own femo wnd
tho wses of the modern world, than painting ;
and it is only now and thon (hat & Reynoids or
w Twriner (of whose velative rank nniong eminent
wen T ilowok pretend Lo an opinion) applics himsolf
to that wt. Music helonga to  different ordor
of thing; it does ot voquive the samo general
Jowers of mind, It scoms wore dependint an o
ntural gift: and it mny Do thonght surprising
thut no one of Lo grent musical composors as
Tieen @ woman, But cven (his natural gif, to be
mada avnilahlo for great crentions, requires stady,
and professional dovation to tho pursuit. Tho only
countrios which iavo producad fist-ratacompasers,
cven of ho male scx, ro Gormany and Ttaly—

ents and powors,




(CONBLTIES T Avintil, BOL AT L of - Spsvnt dnd
of general cultivation, women havo remained for
hehind Franeo nud Biglad, being genorally (it
may T said without exnggeration) very litle ciu-
ented, aud huving senecely eultivated at all auy
of the highee fealties of mind.  Aud in those
con e mew who are aequaintel with tho
principles of musical composition must ho conted
by Inudred, or ware probably by Uiousauds, the
women burely by scorea: s tha
the doetring

here agnin, on
of averages, we cammot reasonably
expect to so more than one ewinent waman to
fifty owiucat mow; el the Jnst throo conturics
linve ot produeed Aty ominent wale composers
cither in Germany or in Jtaly.

here aro other ressons, besides those which we
have now given, that hlp to expliin why women
vomain hehind wmen, oven in tho pursuits wh
open 0 both.  For one Wiing, very few women
lavo time for thew., Flia muy secm o parados ;
it is an wadoubted social fuet. ‘Tho tine and
thoughts of cvery woman have to satisly great
provious demands on them for things practicd.
hero s, first, tho superintendonee of the fumily
wnd thie domestie expenditure, which ocenpics at
least ono womnn in evary family, gonerally tho one
of mature. yenrs und soquired experiance ; wnless
tho family i o icl os to dmit of dolcgating that
task to hired agoncy, and submitting to all tho
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‘waste and malversation inscpnrable from tiatmode
of conducting it. Thesuperintendones of n house-
Told, evon whien not in other respeets Inborions, is
extromely onerous to the thonghts ; it vequires
incessant vigilunee, a oye whieh no dotail eseapes,
i present questions for consideration aud solue

o, forescon nnd wunforcscen, nt every honr of the
day, from which e person responsible for tiem
can hudly ever shke henolf free.  TE  woman
s of wxan and cireummtn hreliovo her in
w mewnnre from hese eares, she ho still devalving
o b Ui wmgenient for tho whole fanily o
futerconrso with others—of what is ealled soc
and the Jews the eall o on hee by tho former
duty, the grenter i nlways tie development of tho
Tutter deinm i, concerts,ovening partics,

momingviits, L
thom. All u.xu i ov
duty which socicty imposes oxelusively on womon,
of mukings Uenmsclves gharming. A clovor woman

the higher vurks finds nearly @ sufficiont em-
ployment of le talents in cultiveting the gracos
of mamier aud the arts of conversation. 1o look
only et Uio ontwird side of the subjeet : e great
wnd continunl oxercise of thought which all womon
who attach any value to dressing well (L do not
memn expensively, but with tuste, and percaption
of natural ond of mtificial convenanee) wust
beatowr upon their owu dress, perhaps also upon

and abovo tho engrossing




AL R HIEIT TS T T Bttt
way towards achioving respectable resalts in art,
or scieuee, or lleratre, i loes netunlly exhaust
e of o time m
Tave to spme for ¢

power Ohey might
her# IF it were posible
thnt all this wumber of il practieal interests
(which oo wade great to thom) should leave
them cither muel leisme, or mueh encrgy and
freedom of wind, to he deve
ton, they st T

& e
supply of active faclty than e vast majority of
men. Bt this is wnt all, Tndependently of the
vegnlar offces of ife whicl dovolve npon n woraan,
she is oxpeeted o bave hee tne and fueuli
abways at tho disposal of everybody. 1F & man
lins ot a profession to cxewpt him from such
domands, sill 3 ho as n puesuit, he offonds
unbe(ly Dy devoting his time to it ; vecupation in

s o o bt i which e

man o e b It o the it i ight, in

Timorameni, s i th mors, sl wiciionof . 1

Lt v cnts, o oo, hogh 3t s th st of
o

it thia by b ok i
e o taste. ponent

o dro ey Shaapio o grest i,

ot o o ot smerl o il v o il o

comparatisaly fisod, though on a vory

fon ot ot 1o who

nsen i tho Lont sl verukd

by, o the . sy amployl o grmier torgonn,

o discovora cqun] il or s o tho s corraot. ast
"—Sir Joshua Reyrolds’ Dis

inth ighonakours o
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received a5 n valid e

e for his nok auswering
1wy he naie on
lim. oman'’s vecuputiony, espeeially her
ehasen ind voluntuey ones, evee vegurded us excus-

g hee from wny of wht are: Lermnenl the calls of
soioly? Searcely ure her most necossaty aud
recoguisel dutics wllowed wsan exemption. Tt
vequives - illuess i e fomily, o som
el ot of e common way, ta entitle her to
v her own hsinees the precslence over other
people’s smenient.  She mst ulvays o ut the
beck anidealf o somebondy, generally of overyboly.
16 whe s w staly or w pursuit, she must swateh
any short interval which accidentally oceirs to be
employed in it A celebrated woman, in - work |
which Cliape will somes dug e pblihed, eaurs
truly that everything @ woman does is done at odd.
times. Ts it wondorful, theu, if she does not attain
tho highest eminence n things which requiro con-
seoutive attention, and the concentration on them
of the chicf intovost of 1ifo ?~ Sucliis philosophy,
and such, nbove adl, s art, in which, besides the
devotion of the thoughts wnd feclings, the hand
also st e kept in constant exercise to attain *
gl akill.

Fhero is wiother considoration to b adilcd to
Wil these, T tho vavious arts mnd intelloctual
ocoupations, there is  degres of proficicncy sufi-
cient for living by it, and there s a higher
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degree on wineh depend e great protnctions
which immortalize o name. Lo the attainment
of the former, there ave sdequate motives in the
cnso of all who follow the pursuit profisonally :
the otler i Tunlly over attained where Uiere s
not, o whero there hay ot been ut o
of life, an ardent

re of celbrity.  Nothing
Tess i commanly a suliciont. stindis to wndergo
the lowg and patient drudgery, which, in tho ense
oven of the grentest natural gifts, is absolutely
requirel for great emineiie in pursuits in which
we uveudy possess s many splondid memorials
af tho lighest genius,  Now, whether the cause
o wntural or wrtificial, women scldom have this
cagerness for fume.  “Cheir anibition is gencrally
confined within uarrower bounds, The influcace
thoy sock is over thoso who imedintely surronnd
thom,  Theie desire i to U liked, loved, or ud-
mired, by those whom they sco with thir cyes:
and_ the proficiency in kuowlulgo, wrts, and nc-
complishincuts, which is suflicient for that, almost
alwnys contents them. Mhis is a trait of cha-
wacter which camnot be loft out of the account
in judging of women ns they wre. T o not at
all befievo thut. it is infiorent in womon. It is
only the natwal result of thoir civcumstances.
Tho Jove of fumo in meu is ouconraged by cdu-
aation wnd opinicn : to *scorn delights aud five
Inborious days* for its sake, is accounted tho part
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of “noble. miinds” il spoken of s their
et infrmity,” o it by the sy
fne gives Lol abjeets of anidi
aludivg even the fonr of women; while to

women hewselves all theso objects are closed,

and the desire o considercd during
Uesides, Tow could it bo that
terests shonld not be all oncen-

QL wpon e mpressions made on theso who

come nlo her daily Tife, when socicty s or-

dined thud ! her duties shonld be to them, and

s contrived Ut all her comfarts should depend

o them? e natural desive of considerntion!
Trom our fellow crentives is u strong in @ woman

W i bt society s so ordered hings

that public considertion b, i all onlinary cases,
anly attainble: by her Grough the consideration

of her Jonsband or of Jer mado relntions, while -
hor private considorntion is forfeited by making

horself individunlly promineat, o appearing in

any other churcter than that of an appendago

0 wen. Whoover is iu the loast eapable of
estimating the inflnonee on tho mind of tho

ntire domestic and social position and the whole

hubit of w life, nust ewsily recognise i that iu-

flucnco u complote cxplanntion of nearly ail tho

appuront. difforences botweon womon and mes,

including tho wholo of those which iuiply any

inforiority.




As for moral difercices, considered ns dis-
tinguished from intellectual, the distinetion com-
mouly drwn s to tie advantage of women.

« ey are derdared to be detter tan men; an
cutply compliment, whiclt wnst provoke a bi

| amilo from every wommt of spivit, since there is

| 0 other sitution in fife in which it ix tho esto-

Wlished onler, mnd considercd quile natnral and

witable, that. the

tee should abey e warse.
Tt Uhis picee of idle talk ix good for unything, it
i only ns an admissi

iullunee of pover; for that s
only teuth which the fact, it it bo n fuct, cither
moves or Mustrates. Aud it s trie that servi-
tude, exeept when it actunlly hentalizos, tlough
corrupting 10 both, i less 0 to the slves than
to the slaveamasters. Tt is wholesamer for the
morul nnture o he restrained, even by arbitrary
yower, than to he allowed to cxcreise arbitrary
power without restruint.  Women, it s suid,
seldumer full under the pounl Taw—contribute
much smaller wamber of offenders to the eriminal
ealendar, than mon. T doubt wot that tho samc
thing may he said, with tho same truth, of negre
slaves.  Those who ave under the coutvol of
others ennnot often commit crimes, unless at the
command aud for the purposcs of their masters
T do mot know a moro signal instance of the
Dlindnoss with which the world, including th




o of e intellectu, wnd ml]y
pancigvies on the moral, wnturs of women.

T complimentary ot women's
sy iy bo wllowed o

respectivg their
Wonien, we are
i Dueir personal

gronter

¢ julgn
warpel Ty Ueir aympad ics.
Awnining it 10 he wo, i s still to be proved that
women nee oftoner wisled by Oeir personnl
feclig o wen by theie personal interests,
e ehiet differenco would seew in Uhat e to ;
b that e wro Ted from the conese of umy'
il the il interent by Ui vegued for tha- |
selyes, women (uot beiug allowed to havo privaty
intereats of Ui awn) by their regard for some- |
Doy chee. 1t i ulso to bo considered, that all ¢
the eduention which women roceivo from socioty
ineulentes on them the feeling that the individuals
conneeted with them are the only ones to whom
ey owe uny duty—Cho only ones whose interest .
they are enlled wpon to caro for ; while, as for ns
cilucntion s concerned, they are left strangors ©
evon to o clomentury ideas which are presup- !
posed i any intoligont regard for larger iu-
torests or highor moral objects. Tho complaint




gninst them  resolves 1scll nerely mto s,
¥ it they folfil only too fithfully the sole duty
.+ which they o tmught, and alost. the ouly ono
which they are pormitted to practise.
"o concessions of the privileged o the -
A are so scldom hrought ahout by any
Detter motive thon the power of the unprivileged
{0 extort them, that ny arguments against the
prerogative of sex are likely to be litle attended
t0 hy the genernlity, ax long a they are able to
sy to themselves that women do ot complain
of il Mt fact certainly cnabies men o retain
the wnjust privilego some time longer; but does
ot vender it less wojnst. Exactly the sume
thing may be said of the women i the harem of
an Orientul: they do ot compliin of not |
allowed the frecdom of Envopean women. T
Uik onr women insufferably bold and wnfemi-
wine.  Tow rarely it is that oven men complain
of the general order of socicty ; and how much
{ rarer sl would such complaint he, if they did
not know of any differcut ovder existing ouy-
where olse.  Women do not complain of U
generl lot of womon; ot vather they do, for
plaintive clegies on it wre very common in tho
writings of women, and wero still more so us
long as the lamontations conld not be suspected
of huving any practical object. Tlcie compluinty
aro like the complaints which mon make of the
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gonennl wusntisuctoriness of buman Tife; they
aro wob mewnt to- imply blanie, or (o pload for
any chunge. Dut Grongh wonen do ok conne «
plin of (e power of husbuds, vucl complains |
of hor own b, o¢ of the. busbuds of er |
fionds, 1L i the o all othor cases of |
6 at lewst in the commencoment of the
™l

servi
emaniputory movenne oo
first compluin of Ure power of their Tords, but
only of theie tyrny.  Tho Commions begnu by
claiiiig . few muicipnl privileges; they nost
askedl an esemplion for Uremselves from being
tuseed without theiv 0wt consent; bt they woull
at that e have towght it o great preswmption
© I.'Imm wny whare in the king's sovercign autho-
The: ense of women is now the only cuse
il o el aguinst cstublished rules is still
tooked upon with the same eyos as was formerly
w subjoet’s cluin to tho right of reballing ng

b king. A womu who joius in any movemont
which Dier husbuid disapproves, makes horsolf &

ety without evon boing nblo o bo an apestlo,

for tho hushund can lugally put o stop to ler

apostleship.  Womon cannot be oxpectod Lo

devoto themsolvos Lo Uhe emmucipation of women,
until e in considernble number aro proparod

1o join with them in tho undortaking.




CHATTER IV,

LERE romuing o quostion, not of less im
yortunce Uian those already discissed, an
uwill be nsked the most importunately by
those opponents whose convietion i somewha
skt on te wain point, Wit good are w
W oxpect from the chungos proposed i on
customs and fustitutions? Wonld mankind b
at all bettor off i women were frec? 1€ vl
why disturh thcir minds, wnd attcmpt 1o muk
a social rovolution in the name of wn abstrac
vight ?

1t is hardly 10 bo expeeted thnt this quostio
will b asked in respeet to tho change propose
in the condition of women in mavringo, '
‘sullorings, immoralitios, evils of all sarts, produco
i innumerablo cascs by the subjection of §
vidul women to fudividual wen, are far o
terriblo to be overlooked.  Unthi
candid persons, counting thoso cases alouc whic
are cxtrome, o which attai publicity, may sn
that the evils are exeeptional; but no ono ca
be ind to their esistence, nor, it mauy cose

wh
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to their ntensity.  And it is perfeetly abvions
that he whuse: of U power cannot bo vory mach
cherked while the power vemsins. 1t i a poyer
giwu,m' offered, wot ta good wen, or to decently

bl 3 the most brutal,
innl. "Mhere in o clicck b
that of opinion, wid such e are in goneral
within U vench of o opi
£ nch wen did wot bratally

i

law mmpclv 1o hear
st wvendy Dave wenched n paradisinenl state.
There.conld b wo need any louger of T to
earh ey vicion ropensitics.  Asteen st
not only hava retarned to carth, hut the heart of
the: worst o mast have hocome hor tewple. The
T of servitude in snrringe i o monstrons con
tradietion to all the principlos of tho modern world,
and to all the experionce throngh which those
principles have hoen siowly and painfully worked

morcics of aother human boing, in the hope
forwath that this other wil uso the pover solely
for the good of e person subjected to it.
Marvinge i tho only actnal bondage. known to
onr law. Thero ronmin no legal slaves, oxoept
tho mistross of overy housc.

L2



Lt s ot thercforc, ou this part of the mmul
. the question is likely to be asked,
We way be told tat the ovil would uumcigh
the good, but the reality of the gool admits of
o dispute. ad, however, to e Jurger
question, the vemosal of woman’s disal
their recoguition as the cquals of men in all that
belongs to eitizenship—the opeving to thent of
all onourable cuployments, und of the training
wnd cdneation which qualifies for those cmploy-
ments—there are wany pessaus for whom it is
not cnongh that the nequality has no just or
legitimate defonce; they requivo 1o bo il
what oxpress advantago would be obtained by
abalishing it.

"o which et e first answer, the advantoge of

ini

T relations regulated by Justico instead of
injustice. The vast amonut of this gain o
T uature, it s hardly possible, by any cxyl
ation or illustration, to place in o stronger light
than it is placed by the bare statemont, to any one
who attaches & mornl meaning to words.  All tho
sollish propensitics, the self-worship, theunjustself-
preference, whicls exist amoug mankind, have their
source wnd voot in, and derive their privcipul
‘nourishuent from, the present constitution of the

lation between men wnd women. Think what
it s 10 a boy, o grow up to maukood u the
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heliof that without iy et or any excrtion of
lis own, though T e e dho most. frivolous

i of ll and every one
of wn entire hulf of the b cluding v
Dly e whose real saperiority to
e T dily or Ty oemsion o fool 3 hut evos
To haitually follows
1o is . fool, sho
thinky that of enurse she i not, and canuot bo,
eoqual i eility anal jodgumont to himself ; and if
e i ot fol, e docs worse—lio socs that sho
v uperior (o i, und hedicres tiat, notwithstand-
g e apriority, e s entitled (o command sl
o i hound to by, What nust be tho offect
o i churneter, of Ghis lesson 7 And men of the:
cullivated clusses nro ofton not mware how deogly
i sinks it tho immenso majority of malo minds.
For, mnong right-feeling wnd well-Ined poople, tho
incauulity is kept xnmeh as possible out of sight
above all, out of sight of the childven.  As much
obedicnco i required from boya to theic mothor
ue to their futher: thoy aro not permitted to
domincer over Uieir sisters, nor are they ncons-
tomel 1o sco thoso postponed to them, but tho
contenry ; tho compousations of tho chivalrons
fecling boing made prominout, whilo the servitndo
which requires tiom is kopt in the backgronud.

& woms guidunce, still




(IIUR QItCh oschpe The D HThieives O LHe sith
Liow i tueir ealy yoars, and only
when, arvived st mudood, Uy Gll wider the
dowinion of fucts as they really exist.  Such
people nre litde wwnre, when n boy is difierontly
Trought up, how carly Uhe notion of ks inherent
superivrity to

pericnee them

arises i Nis wind 3 Tow it
frows with his growth anl strengthcas wich his
strengtl; Jow it i inoeulated by one seloolboy
wpon muother ; how carly tho yonth thinks lim-
self suporior to lis muther, owing er porhaps
forbenrunee, bk no real respeet ; wud how subline
wd sultnike @ seuse of superiority e fecls,
abovo all, over the woraw whont ho lonours by
wdmitting her to & partnership of ks life. I it
imngined that ull Ui does not pervert the whole
wmamier of cxistonco of Ui, both ns an -
dividual wnd o n social being? Tt i w exact
parlel Lo the focling of o loreditary king that
e i exaellont above others by being born w king,
or  noble by beiug bor n noble.  The relation
between Tmsband and wio s very liko that
between Tord and vassal, oxecpt that Ui wifo i
hold to more unlimited obedicuce thau the vassal
wis,  Toweree the vassal's cliurmoter mey Tuve
Deew wlfected, for botter and for worso, by i
subordination, who can help seeing thut the lord’s
was ffected greally for the worse ? whether lic wa
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Ted to believo Ut hix vassalswere really suerior
o inscll or to el tht e was placeil in com-
s over people ws good ns bimsel, for wo merits
ix own, bl merely for aving, us
Figaro sayw, taken tho trouble o o hom.  Tho
solfeworstip of U monurels, o of the fendul supe-
l by tha selfworslip of tho minle.
g o ot grow up from childhood i

o labours of

rior, is mute
Thuman Iy
o oo of wncarned ditinction, widunt
v thenselven wpon thew, Thoso swhon |
privilegen not nequired by their worit, wud which !
thoy fech 1o Vo dinproportioned to it, inspiro with
wlditiond Tunnility, nre whvays the Fow, and the
heat fow, e vest wre oy inapired with prid, .
wul tho worst sort of pride, hat which values!
sl upon wocidental advintuges, not of its owu
achioving.  Above wl, whon Uio fecliug of being.
ised whovo the whole of tho other sex is com-}
bined with personal unthority over ono individual |
among thent 5 tho situation, if & school of cou-|
seientions wd alleetionate forbearnce to thoso’
whose strongent puints of eharneler aro couscionco
and floction, is to mon of anather quality n re-
gularly conntitnted Academy or Gymnusiam for
traiig Uhom i aevogunco wud overboaringuess ;
whicl vicos, if curhed by the cortuinty of resistanco
in U ntereourso with other men, their equals,
break ont. towards ull who aro in a position to bo
obliged to tolerato thom, aud often revonge thew-

e e
A

e o

ooz



selves upon the wnfortunate wife for the involun.
tary restraint which they are obliged to submit to
clsewhero.

"he exauylo alfordled, wd the edueation given
to the sentimeuts, by Jaying the fonndution of
domestic existence: upon a welation contradictory
t0 the fivst prineiples of social justice, must, from
the very e of wan, have a perverting fufn-
e of such megnitude, it it is haxdly possiblo
th onr presont experience to raise our imwgi-
nations to the couceplion of 50 grenl a cluge
for the better us wonld b mado by its removal.
All that edueation and civilization are doing to
oo the influences on clhareter of the law of
foree, and veplnco them by thoso of justice, remming
wmerely on the surfuce, as long ns tie citadel of
the cuemy is not attacked.  Tho principlo of tho
odern movement in morals and polities, is that
conduct, and condnet alone, entitles to respoct :
that ot what men are, bt what they do, con-
stitutes their claim (o deferonce; that, above all,
mcrit, and ot birth, s the only righttil claim to
power and authority.  1f no authority, not in its
ainro temporary, wero allowed Lo ono human
Uoing over auather, society would not bo ome
‘ployod in building np propensitics with ono hand
which it fas to curb with tho other. Tho chil
would ronlly, for tho frst timo i man’s oxistonce
on carth, be traiuod in the way ho should go, aud
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whon lio was old thore would e n chance that *

Tie would ot depaet feonn it But ko Tong a8 tho
Tight of tho strang o power over tho weak rales
in the very henrt of wociely, Uhe attenpt o miko
the cqual vight of the wenk the prirciplo of its
ontward netions will alvays bo un wphill strugglo ;
for tho Juw of justice, which is also that of
Ch

ion of men’s
ot sentiments; ey will bo working nguinst
ity even when heniling o it,

‘T second bencit t be expected from giving
to women U frec uso of their fuoultics, by Teav-
g them the Treo cloiee of their emplogments,
and opening (o thent the sune Aeld of ogcupation
. tho s prires and encouragements us Lo
othr Tuman beings, would b that of doublingy
tho s of mental fueultien available for thel
highcr servics of Tnmunity.  Whore ther is now
o person qualificd to bonofit mankind and
promote the gonersl improvement, us a public
toneher,ov un administrator of some branch of pub-
i or social affuies, hero would then be a ehance of
two.  Mental superiority of any kind is at presont
everywhero 5o mneh below tho demand ; there ix
el w doficioncy of parsons compotout to do
cxcallently mythiug which it roguircs any con-
sidornble amount of ability to do; that tho loss
10 thio world, by rofusing to makouse of one-lnlf
of tho wholo quantity of talout it possesscs, is

"



extramely serious. 1t is true that this amount
of mental power is not totally lost.  Much o
it s omyloyed, and would inwny ense be om.
Poyed, in domestio marngement, and i tho foy
other occupations apen to somen ; and from L
remainder indiveet bonefit is i nuny individng
enses ohtained, through the personnl influcne
of individual wowmen over individual men,  Bu
theso bonofits ave prrtind ; theit range i cxtremel
circumse

vibed ; und if they must be adwitted o
the one lund, a3 a deduction from the wnioun
of fresh social power thut would o nequired by
giving frocom (o oue-lall of e wholo s o
Tumen ntelleet, there st bo il on Uy
other, the benefit of the stimulus ot would b
ivon to tho intellect of mon by the compelition

or (0 nse a more tru oxpression) by the neeessit
that would e imposedd o them of deservi
precciloncy beforo they eould expect to obtain it.
“This greut nceession to tho intellectual powe

of tho species, and to tho amount of intollee
availablo for o good management of its affaic
wond be obnined, purtly, throngh the better a

& moro completo intellcotnal education ‘of wore
which wonld then improvo pari pasw with U
of mon. Women in goneral wonld be browght
equally eapnble of wnderstauding business, publ
alfirs, mud tho highor matters of speenlntion, wit
mon in tho sumno class of socicty ; and tho selo
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fow of the one aw well ns of the othier sex, who
were qualified nob only by comprehend what i
doun ot thought by otliers, It Lo think or do
something comsiderabio thomselves, would meet
with the v ucilitis for improving and training
their enpneities 1 e one sex ax n e other.
T this way, the wiewing of the sphere of uetion
for women wouli operate for good, by raising
their el
ki the e participato il fmprovements

winde in G other, Tt indepeudently of this,

the amere breaking down of the bursier wonld of

itsedf have - eduentionnl vietue of Do bighest &
warth. The were getting rid of the ifen that all

tho wider subjects of Urought il setion, all Gha

titgs which wo of geveral wd ot solely of

privae interest, are wen's busives, from wlich

womon are to be wirned off—
from most of it, coldly tolerated i the Tittlo
whiclt is allowed them—tho mere consciousnoss u
o would then uve of being o human being
Tiko any vther, entitled (o chooso e pursaits,
urgge o invited by the same inducements ns ay
one clse to interest hewell in whatever is in-
(erosting to hurmn beings, entitlel to excrt the
sharo of inflnence on oll luman eoncerns which
belongs to an individual opinion, whother she
attemplod netual participation in them or not—
this nlone wonld effect an finmense oxpansion of




the feultics of women, as well as culargement of
the range of their moral sentisents.

Besides the addition to the wmonnt of indie
vidual taleut availuble for the cand
all

t of human
. which cortuinly aro wob b present so
abunduntly provided in Ghat respeet that they
cn nfford to dispense with one-hulf of it
unture proffers 5 tho opiion of women would thex
possess w more beneficial, rather thun o greater,
influence wpon the genernl mass of fumen belie
wnd sentiment. T sny & more bonficial, railer
than o greuter influence; for tho influcace of
womon over the goncral tone f opinion huy
wlways, or at least from Uie cartiest known period,
Deeu very cousiderable.  The influcuce of mothers
on tho ey clumeter of their sons, and tho
desive of young men to recommend thomselves to
young women, have in all recorded times heon
inortant ugencies i the formation of che-
vactor, and have dotermined somo of the ehief |
saps . o progress of eivilaation. Hvon in |
tho Homeric ngo, aidd towards tho Tpwidus
ihxeaurbmhoug is an acknowledged and powerful
‘mative of action in tho groat Tector. The moral
inflnence of women has had two medes of opora-
tion. Yirst, it hias beon a softening influeneo.
'Thoso who were most liable to be the viotims
of violanee, livo naturally tended aa mach e thoy
could towards limiting its sphere and mitigaling

<



fighting. Tn general, those who have been tho
groatest sullirers by the indulgence of solfish
passion, huve heen Ui st earnest supporters of
any wornl b whiel offered a means of bridling
possion. Women wero pawerfully. instrumental
in inducing the: worthern conquerors to adopt
the ereed of Cheistinnity, o erccd s much wore

bl Lo wonen than wny that preceled. it.
The econversion of th Anglo-Saxons mnd of the
Prunks wy e suid to nve been begun by the
wives of Uthelbert and Clovis. T}

conspicuons, is by givivg n power
the ties in e, which, not
selves trnined i, it woa s b for thom that]
they should fud in their protectors.  Cou

and the military virtues gm\onlly, e at all
times heen greatly indchted 1o the desite which
mon felt of being whmiverl by women : and the
stimmulus renches far beyond this one class of
eminent qualitics, sinee, by o vory atural offert
of their pasition, the best passport to the ad-
miration and favonr of women hes ahvays heen
to bo thought highly of by mon. From tho
combinntion of tho two kinds of moral fu-
fluonco thus oxarcised by women, aroso thy
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dhe peculiarity of which i, to aim at
combining the highest stoudard of the warlike
qualities with the cultivation of a totally different
dlass of virtues—those of gentlencss, gencrasity,
aud sclf-abuegation, towards the non-military and
defenceless clusses gonerally, and a spocial sub-
mission and worship directed towards women; who
were distinguished from the other defenceloss
classes by the ligh rovords which they had it
in their power volntarily to bestow on those
who cadeavoured to carn their favour, instead of
extorting their subjection. Thongh the practice of
chivalry fll even wnore sadly short of its theoretic
standard than practice generally fulls belor theory,
it zemains one of the wost precious snonuments of
the moral history of onr race ; as a remarkable in-
stance of a coneerted and organized attempt by a
most disorganized and distracted society, to raise
up aud carry futo practice a moral ideal greatly
in advanee of its social condition and institutions ;
50 minch 50 as to Lave been completely frustrated
in the main object, yet never entircly incf
and which bas left o most sensible, and for the
‘most part a highly vahurble impress on the ideas
aud feclings of all subscquent times.

The chivalrous ideal is the aeme of the
lmﬂ\mnec of women's sentiments o the moral

cultivation of maukit d i women are to
remain in their suborlivate situation, it were




grently to e Tomented Uit the chivnirous stan-
dned should buve presed wwvay, for it is the oy
o at all cuphile of witigating to demoralising /
influenees of that position. Tt the chnges in
the general sate of the species rendercd evi-
tabie tho substitution of a totally diffsrent idedl of
worality for the chivalvons one. Chivalry was
the attempt (o infuse moral clements into n state:
of society in which everything depened for good
o evil o individunl jrowe * the soflen
uluoncen of individual delicacy and goaerosity,
Tu modern wocicties,nll Urings,even in tho wilitary
depurtment of afluiry, axe decided, not by indi-
vidual eftirt, bt by the combined operations of
wmbers; while (he muin ocenpation of socicty
T elngred from Gighting o business, from wili-
try o industrinl fife. The exigoncics of tho
new Tifo wre no more exclusivo of the virtues of
gonerasity thwn those of the old, but it no
longer eutirely depends on them. The maiu foune
dutions of the moral life of wodern times must
be justice and prudonce; the respoet of cach
for tho rights of crery other, aud the
of each to tuke care of himself. Chivalry left
without logal check all forms of wrong which
reigned npunished tronghout sociaty ; it only
enconraged @ fow to do right v preferonce to
‘wrong, by the direetion it gave to the instruments
of praise and admiration. But the real depon-

g




dence of morality must always be wpon its penal
sanctions—its power to detor from evil. The
scourity of socicty eannot rest on merely rendo

wll but o few, aud which on very

operate at wll. Mudurn society is ablo to roprexs
wrang through il departents of life, by a fi
oxortion of the superior stremgth which civiliza-
tiow des given it, mud thus to render the exis-
tonce of the wenker membors of socioly (no
longor defenceless bnt proteeted by law) tole-
Tablo to then, without veliznce on the chivalrous
feclings of those wha arc in a position to tyran-
wire. ‘The benuties aud graces of the chivalrons
churncter are still what ey were, but the right
of thio weak, aud the general comfort of Tuman
Nif, now rest on n far swier and steadicr suppon
or rather, they do 5o in every relation of life
except the conjrgal.

At presont the moral influcuce of women i
20 less renl, bt it is no longer of s0 marked
and definito a churactor: it has more ncarly
amerged i the gonoral influsnce of public opinion.
Both through the contagion of sympathy, mud
througlt the desive of men to shine in the cyes
of women, their feclings have great effect in
keeping ulive what remaivs of the chivalrous
idoal—in fostoring the sentiments nd continuing
tho traditions of spirit aud geucrosity. Tu these
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points of huracter, their staudurd
that of e ; in the quality of justice, somewhat
lower,  As reguds the el e
it vy b i generally, that thei influence is,
on the: whole, ncovraging 10 the sofice vitues,
diveourdging Lo the stormer: Uho

went mnsl e taken with all ”IL modifieatior
dopendent o indivitad

freater trinls o which virtue is
¢ concorns of lifo—tho conlict Le-

plr, iuvoliel happens to he ono
of e very few which e cowrse of their xeli-
gions or moral cdueation hus strongly improssed
wpon themselves, thoy nes potent ansili
Vietus ;. wud Uheir hushuds o sons ae ofton
prompted by them (0 acts of abuegation which
ey never would havo heen eapablo of withont
Ut stiwdus, Bt with e present education
and yosition of women, the moml principles
which invo been improssed on them cover but @
compuratively amall part of the field of virtue,
il nre, moreovor, principally negative; forbid-
dings partioular acts, but having little to do with
e goneral dircetion of tho thoughts aud pur-
poses. T um fraid it st bo said, that disinte-
rosieducss in (o general conduct of lifo—tho
devotion of tho onergios to purposcs whicl hold
n




out no promise of privic advantages to th
fmily—is very sellom encournged or supporte
Dy women's iufluenco. It is suall blane to thon
that they disconrnge objects of which th
ot ewrt 1o wee the ndvuntage, aud which with
dravw their won frum them, wal from the fncrest
of the fuily.  But the conscquonce is tha
women's influcuce is ofton wuyUing but favour
ablo to public virte.

Wonen have, however, sume share of infinenc
g the tone to public moralites since thei
sphero of action hus been n fitthe widened, a
winco n considersble number of thew hae ocepic
themsclves practically iu the prowotion of oh
voaching beyond their own fnily und houscliold
e influence of women counts for & great den
in two of the most marked features of moden
Turopenn life—its aversion o war, wnd its addic
tiow to philanthropy.  Excollent churmeteristic
both ; but wlugpily, if the influonce of womo
i o in the cnconrugement it gives o thes
genenl, in the partieular application
Uie dircetion it gives to them is at least as of
wischierous o useful.  Tn tho philentimoic d
partment, more. particularly, U two provine
chiclly cultivated by womon aro veligions pros
Iytism and churity,  Religions proselytism o

¢, is but auother word for embiltering ¢
roligious auimositics: abroad, it is wsually

liav
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blind running at an object, without cither kuow-
g or heading (he futal misehich—fatal to the
seligious ohject il wr well s to all other
desirablo objecta—which muy be produced by the
monus cmployed.  As for chuity, it s & watter
in which tho Smmedinto cflcot on the persons
directly eoncerncd, and the ultimate conscquonco
to tho genoral gaod, ave wpt 1o bo at complete
war with one another s whila tho education give
to women—un education of the seutiments rather
than of the wnderstanding—und the Labit ineul-
caterd by theie wholo Jie, of looking to imme-
dinte offcts on porsons, aud xol o remote fcets
on classos of porsons—make them both unable
to sce, il wnwilling to adwit, the ultimate oxil
tendency of wny form of charity or philanthropy
whiolt ommonds itsell (o their sympathatic focl-
iugs. e great and continually increasing mass
of wnenlightened and - shortsighted hencroleuce,
which, tukig tho enre of peoplo’s Tives out of
their own lunds, and relicving them from the
disngroenhle consoquences of their own nets, saps
tho very foundations of the self-xespeet, self-help,
and sclt-control which are the cssoutial condi-
tions both of individual prosparity and of sccial
virtue—this wasto of resources and of beuevolent
foolings i doing harm fustend of good, is im-
meuscly swelled by women’s contribitions, and
stimulated by theie influcnce. Not that this is
u2
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a mistuke likely (o be made by women, where
they have nctually the practical managament of
schemes of beneficence. 16 sometimes happens
int womien who silminister public churitios—
Uit insight iuto prosent fuet, ad gspecially into
the minds and feelings of those with whom they
are in imnediate contaet, in which women gene-
nlly exeel sc in tho elcurest manner
the demoralizing Tufluence of the alms given or
the help afforded, and could give lessons on tie
subject to many & male political ecoom
women who only give their moncy, and are not
Urought face to fuee with tho effcets it produces,
how can tey be expeeted o foresce them? A
woman born to the prescnt ot of wumen, and
content with it, how should she apprecinte the
value of sclf-lependence?  She s ot self-de
penident ; she is not tanght self-dependence ; ho
dostiny i fo reccive overything from othors, an
why should what is good cnough for her be ba
for the poor?  Tler funilinr notions of good ar
of blessings descending from o superior, S
fovgets that she is nat free, and that the poo
ao; thnt iF what they noed is given to them w
carmod, they cumot bo compelled to cam it tha
everybody eamot bo takon caro of by crerybody
but there st b some wotive to induco peopl
to take caroof themselves ; and that Lo be elpes
to Yl themselves, if they aro physically capabl
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of it, is the only clarity which proves to ho |
clmity in the end.

considerntions shew Tow wsefully the
art which women take in the formation of
goneral opinion, would bo modified for the hetter
by that more: ealargeed fustruction, il practical
conersmney with the things which their opinions
influonee, Ut would neecssarily arise (rom theiy
social and politicnl cmuucipation. Bt the i
lmnemcul it would work through tho iufluen
exercise, cnelt in her own family, would be
.nn moro vemurkablo,

Tt is often said that in the classcs most ox- 3
pond o plation, u man’s wife and childen
tond 1o Keep lim homest and respectable, hotl by
the wifis direct, influence, wnd by the concern he
feals for thoir fataro welfwe, This may be so,
ad no doubt often is so, with those who are |
mora weak thun wicked ; and this boneficil in-
flucnco would bo preserved and strengthencd”
wnder cqual Jaws; it does not dapend on tho
woman's wervitude, It is, on the contrary, dimi-
nisheil by tho distespect which the inforior class ;
of men alwaga nt heurt focl towards thoss who ;
joct to tieir power. Bat wlien wo aseond
Tigher in the senlo, wo como among o totally
differont sct of wmoving forccs. The wife's in-
Hluonco tonds, ns far ns it gocs, to prevent tho
Imsbuad from falling below tho common standard

g
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of approbation of the conntry. Tt tends quite as
strongly to hinder im from vising abave it
1 Mho wife is the ausilivry of (ho common public
opinion. A man who is married 10 a wom
hin inferior i intelligence, finds her u porpetaa
dead weight, or, worso than a dead woigl, &
drng, wpon cvery aspivation of bis to be beltes
+ than yublic agivion requircs bim to be. I i
Nardly possible for one who is in these bonds, &
attaiu osalted virtwo, 1€ lie diffis in bis opinios
from the mnss—if lio sces truths which havo 1o
et dawned wpon thom, or i, fecling in his henr
trutlia whicl thoy nominally Tecoguiso, e woul
liko Lo nct wp to Uhoso traths mora conscicn
.+ tiously than the generality of mankind—to ol
" such thoughts and dosires, maringe is the hoavics
of drawbacks, miless ho ho so fortunato ns &
huve n wie s ek ahiovo the common lovel
o himsel is.

Tor, in tho first place, hero s afways som
sncrifioo of porsounl interost equired ; cither o
socinl consoqueneo, or of pecuninry means; per
haps the risk of ovon tho means of subsistenc
Thoso sacrificcs aud risks ho may be willing ¢
encountar for himsclf; but fo will puso efor
he imposcs tham on lis fumily.  And his fami
in this case means his wifo and danghicrs ; fo
ho always opes that bis sans will (eol s T feel
hiraself, and that what o can do without, fhc
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will do. withont, williugly, in tho samo cnuso.
But s danghiters—their morringe may depend
wpon it: wnd hiv wite, who s wirble to entor
o or widerstand the objects for which theso
werifices are mnde=—wlo, it aho thought them
worth any saceifiee, would think so on trust, and
aulely for I suke—vrlio e puicipato in nono
of tho cnthsinam or the selCapprobution o
dimsell may foel, whilo tho things which T i
dispscl ta sucrifico aro all in all to her; will
wot tho best and st wiselfish man hesitate
tho longest liforo bringing on her this conse-
quenco? 1 3t Do not o comforts of 1ife, hut.
only socinl consideration, that s at stako, tho
Burtlien wpan s conscience and foeliugs is atill
very sovero. Whoover T n wife aud childron
s given ostages to Mrs, Graudy. Tho appro-
bation of that potentate may bo a watior of in-
diflronce to him, but it is of groat importance
o his vifo. Tho max himsol may be abovo

tho piion of those of Lis own way of thinking.
But to the women connected with him, ho can
oflor o conponsution. The almost. invaviahle
tondoney of tho wifo to place lier influcnea iu tho
samo senlo with social consideration, is sometimes
wmado n roproach to women, and ropresented s
o peculiar trait of fooblencss and childishess of
charnoter in thom : surely with groat injustice.

L AR, ¥
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Society wakes the whole life of a woman, in the
casy elusses, n continuedl self-snerifice 5 it oxacts
from hor an_ wnremitting vestraint of the whole
of her natural fuctinmtions, and the sole vt it
makes to her for what often descrves the name
of & martyrdom, is considerntion.  Tler eomside-
ration is inscparably comiceted with that. of lier
Husband, nd after paying the fll price fov it, she
finds that she is to lose it, for no renson of which
she ean feel the cogeney

F She liaw sacrifieed her
¢ whole lfe f0 it, mud her husbwnd will not vaeri

fies Lo it o whi, a freak, an ccecntricity ; some-

t\m)h ot xecognised or allowed for by the world,
wid which tho world will agreo with her in
lluhkmg & folly, if it thinks no worsol The
dilomuan s hardest upon that very meritorious
class of men, who, without posscssing talenls
which qualify them to make n figere mnong those
with whom they agreo in opinion, hold their
opinion from convietion, and foel bonnd i
Tiowonr and consoienco lo serve it, by making
profession of their belic, and giving their time
Iabour, aud means, to anything vudertakon fu it
ehalf.  The worst caso of all s when such e
happon to e of & rank aud position which of
itsclf neither gives them, nor excludes them
from, #hat is considered tho best society ; wher
thoir admissiou to it dopends mainly on what i
thought of them personnlly—and however wuex.




169

coptionablo Uieie brecding and lubits, theie heing
identified with opinions and public condnet mu-
aceeptable. o those who givo the tono to socioty
would oporat as an effictual exclusion. Many

w woman fintters hemelf (nine times out of ten
quite erroucomsly) that nothing preveats her and
ot hushuun frou woving in the bighest socicty
of her neighlourhood—society in which otlicrs
well knowi to Jier, and in the suaie class of lite,

mix freely—wxeopt that her husbaud is wnfort
nately n Dissenter, or Jns the repuiation of
mingling in low rudical politios. That it is, she
thinks, which hinders George from gelting o
commission ur u pluce, Carolize from making an
ailvantgeows match, nnd provents her mud ke Lus-
Do o obtniing invitations, perhaps hoours,
whicl, fr: maight sho secs, Urey e ws well cntitled
to a8 somo folke. With such an influcnce in
overy lowse, cither exerted nctively, or opcrativg
all the more powerfully foe not boing asscried, is
it any wonder that pooplo in goneral are kopt
down in Uit mediocrity of respeatability which
is becoming & marked characteristio of modern
timos ?

“Tlore s another vory injurious aspect fu which
tho offeet, uok of woman'a disahilities dircetly, but
of tho brond lino of diflerouce which fhose dis.
ubilities croate between tho education and cha-
raoler of n woman and that of a ma, requires ta




y/ which s the ideal of married Jife.  Intimato
| society hetween people radicaily dissimilue to one
another, is an il dream. Unlikeness iy attnet,

e it s Hleeness which vetains ; aud in proportion
1o the fikeness s tho suitahility of the individurls
Lo give cach other o appy life.  Wirile women
are %0 wnliko wen, it is not wonderful that scllish

men should feel the need of arbitrary power in
theit ov Tl Lo aveest i Zimine tho lie-long
conflict of inclivations, by deci
o the side of Ureie own prefereu
o extromely wilike, there ean bo wo real ideutity
of intorest. Vory ofton thero is conscientions
differomo of opinion between maryicd peopls, on
the highost points of duty. 1 there any reality
iu thie murringo wniow where {his takes placo?
You it s not wicommon muywhero, whon the
woman lns any owrucstucss of charmotor ; aud it
is a very goneral onso indecd iu Catholic conntrics,
whon she s supported in hor dissont by the only
other authority to which she is tanght to bow, tho

o A

b pricst. Witht tho usual baroficodness of power
“; ot accustomed to find ftsolf disputed, the ine

fluonco of pricsts over women is ttac)
tostant and Liberal writors, loss for being bad in
itself, than bocanse it is a vival authe to tho
‘nusband, and raiecs wp  xovolt ngaivst his inful-

==

=
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fibility, Tn Fugland, similar differences occa-
sionally exist when un Bangelical wife s allied
hersel with o hsband of & different quality ; but
in genceal this wouree ol lenst of disscnsion is got
il o, by veducing the minds of women tosuch o
wality, it they havo uo opinions but thoso of
the hushaud tolls
thew to have.  Whon thoro is wo differenco of;
apinion, differences merdly of taste muy bo suffi-
cient Lo dotract greatly from tho Tappiness of
marvied Tife.  Aud though it mey stimulate tho *
wnntory propensitics of wen, it does not canduce -
10 wnoricad happiness, o cxaggerato by differonces
of eumtion whatever may bo the nativo diffe-
rouces of tho sexes. 1 the marricd i aro
well-bred and well-belhiaved penple, they tolerato
cnel ather’s tstos 5 bt is bl toloration what
peoplo Took forwnrd to, whon thoy enter into
urringe ? Thoso differancos of inclination will
swturally ke thoir wishes *difront, if not
vestrained by ffeetion or duty, s to almost. all
domestic questions which ariso.  What & diffo-
vence (here must bo in tho society which the two
Jersons will wish Lo frugquent, o be frequonted
Dyl uch will desiro assocites who sharo their
own Lastos : tho persons agreosblo to oo, will be |
indiflrcut or positively disngrceablo to the othor; |
Yot thero cnn bo none who aro not common to”
both, for marriod people do nct now live in dif-
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forcnt parts of the house and bavo totally dift
f Tonis XV,
b wishes as to
children : oneh will wish to
w their own tastes ind seuti-

ments: and there is cither & compromise, and anly
a hall-satisfaction to cither, or the wifo has to
yicld—often with hitter suflering ; and, with or
‘without intention, her ouenlt influence continues
1o counterwork the husband’s purposcs.

Tu would of conrss be extreme folly to suppose
that these differences of fecling and inclination
aly oxist loonuse wowen ave brought wp diffe-
vontly from men, and Diat thero wonld not he
erouces of tuste mnder auy innginablo ciroum-

But thero is nothing beyoud tho maek
g that ho disti Dringing-up
immensely nggravates those  differences, sl
ronders them wholly inevitablo. While women
are broght up as thoy are, a man and a women
will bt rarely fad n ono suother real agroe-
ment of tastes and wishes as Lo daily life. Moy
will gonerally have (0 give it wp as hopeless, nd
renounee the attempt to have, in the intimato
associate of their daily life, that idem velle, idem
olle, which is the recognised ond of any sacicty
That i really snch: or if the man suceceds in
obtaining it, he does 50 by choosing o woman
who is s0 completo & nullity that she has no
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selle o nolle at all, s s s xeady to comply
b one llnng us miother if anybody tells her to
do so. Tiven this calenlution is apt to fail ; dnl- -
s and wint of wpirit arc wot. always o guarantee -
of the submission whicl is so cofidently expected !
from them.  But il they were, is this the ideal:
of muriage?  What, in this case, does the man
obin by it, execpt an upper scrvant, o murse,
tress? O the contrary, when each
af tva persons, instend of being o nothing, is
o somothing; whon they aro atinched 1o one
wnother, wul ure ot too much wnlike to hegin
with; the constant purtaking in the same things,
wisted Dy thelr sympathy, draws out tho latent
cnpneition of cach for Deing interosted in the
things which were at frs
othor; und works o gradual assimi
tastes "nd chaructors 10 ono another, partly by
tho fuseasiblo modifention of each, but moro by

qiring the tastos and capacitics of the other
addition to its own.  This often happens betsween
two Triends of the same scx, who are much asso-
cintod in their daily life: and it would be a
common, if not tho comaonest, case in marringe,
did ot tho totally different ninging-up of the
o sexes mako it next to an impossibility to *
form o reully woll-assorted wiion.  Were  thi
remedicd, whatovor diffovences there might still
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bo i individnal tastes, there would at least e,
22 goneral rule, complete wnity and wuanitity as
to the great objeets of life. When the two per-
sons both cure for great objects, and arc a help
nud cnconragement to each other in whatever
regands these, the minor matters ou which their
tastes may differ arc not all-importaut to them ;
and there is a fonndation for solid fricndship, of
an cuduring character, moro likely than auytbing
clse to make it, throogh the whole of Tife, @ greater
pkm\rc to wc'h to give pleasure to the other,
thau to re
I lmvg colvm\clcxl thus far, the effeets on the
‘Dleasures and hencits of the marriage wnion which
depeud on the mero unlikencss letween the wife
and the husband : but the cvil tendency is pro-
digionsly aggravated when the walikeness s in-
foriority.  Mere wnlikeness, whe it only means
difirence of good qualities, may be more a
lenefit in the way of mutual improvement, th
a drawback from comfort. Whea cach emlates,
and desires aud endesvours to acquire, the other’s
peculiar qualitios, the differonce does not produce
diversity of iutcrest, but increased identity of it,
and makes each still morc valuable to the other.
But when one s much the inferior of the two in
‘mental ability and cultivation, and is not activcly .
attempting by the other’s aid to rise to the other's
level, tho wholo influcuce of the connexion upon
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the development of the suporior of the two i |
deteriorating : sud still more s0 in a tolerably

liappy marvinge than fu an uahappy one. 1t i
uot with impanity tlat the superior in intelloct.
shuts hitosclf up with au inferior, and clects
that inferior for bis cbosen, and sole completely
intimate, associate.  Avy society which is ot m- |
proviug, is deteriorating : and the more o the
Even a really

g of I
Goupany : and in bis wost habitual cosipany i
husbind who s & wife inferior to lim isalways so.
Whilo bis self-satisfaction is incessantly ministered.
0 on the one heud, on the other he inscosibly
imbibes the modes of fecling, and of looking at.
things, whicl belong to a more valgar or a more ;
Jimited mind thew his own. This evil difors »
from many of those which havo hitberto been
dwelt ov, by being an incressivg one. Tho
association of men with women i daily lfo is
‘much closer aud moro complete than it ever was
Jefore. Men's life is more domestic.  Formerly,
their pleasnres and choseu occupations swere.
amovg mo, and o mew's compaty : their wives
Thiad but & fragment of their lives. At the present
time, the progress of civilization, and the tarn of
opiuiou agaiust the rongh amuscments and eon-
sivial excesses which formerly occupicd most mon
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i their howrs of relasation—together with (it
st be snid) the improved tone of moder fecl-
ing ns to the reciprocity of duty which binds
the Tushand toy

s the wife—heve thrown the
man very much more upon Yiome and its nmates,
for bis personal an social pleasures : wlile the
Kiud und degree of fmprovement which has been
made in women’s education, has mado them in
aome degree enprble of feing Tis compruions in
idens and mental tastes, while leaving them, in
most cuses, still hopalessly inferior to him.  1lis
desive of mental communion is thus in gonoral
satisfied by & communion frowm which he loarus
wothing.  An naimproving wnd wnstinulating
compauiouship s substituted for (what he might
otherwise have been obliged to seck) the socicty
of his cquals in powers and Wis follows in the
Digher puvsuits. Wa sec, aceordingly, thnt young
men of the greatest promise geverally censo (o
impro

as soon ns they mwry, and, ot im-
vroving, incvitably degenrate. 1 tho wife dues
ot push the lusband forward, sho always holds
him back.  He conses o care for what she docs
ot cavo for; ho no longor desires, md ends by
ditiking wnd shuming, society congial (o bis
former aspirations, and which wonld now shamo
his falling-off from thew ; his ligher fcultics
both of mind and lioart cense to be eallod into ncti-
vity. Aud this change coineiding with the now and
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slfsh nterosis which e crated by the family,
aftor a fow yours o diffors in no mutorial respect |
from those who have never had wishes for any-;
thing but e common vaaities aud the conmmon;
pecuniary abjects,

What marciago may bo in the ease of two
perons of cultivated fenltics, ‘identical in opi-
nigus aud purposes, hetween whom there cxists

. that bost kiud of cquality, similarity of powers

+ and capacitics with reciprocal superiority i them

—s0 that cach can enjoy tho husury of looking up|
totho other, and can lave altomately the plonsure.
of londiing and of being led in the patl of develop-
mont—I will not attempt to deseribe. To those *
who eun caneaive it, thore i no need ; to those
who cannot, it would nppear the droam of nn
onthusinst. But T maiutaiu, with the profoundest
cmmcuuu, thut this,and this only, is the iical of
neringe ; und that all opinions, custers, and fo-
iations wieh ovour auy otlier wotion of it, or
turn tho conceptions and aspiratious cooneeted
with it intu any other diveetion, by whatover pre-
tonges they may be eoloured, are relios of primitive
barbariom, The moral regoneration of mankind
will ouly renlly commenes, whar the most funda-
‘montal of tho social relations is placed under the ,
rulo of cqual justico, und when human beings
Tearn to cultivato their strongest sympathy with
an ogual in rights nd in cultivation.
¥
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Thus o, the bencfts which it has appon
that the world would gain by censiug to mi
sex  disqualiication for privileges aud n bud
of subjection, are social vather than individw
g in wn increwse of the general fund
inking and ncting power, wid an improvem
in the general conditions of the association
men with women. But it would be n gricyg
understatement of the case to oniit the

. direet benefit of all, the wuspeakable goin

private luppincsa to the liberated alf of
wpecios; the diflerence Lo them hetween o life
subjection o the will of othery, and a lfe
rational frecdom.  Afler the primary uccesi
of food and raiment, freedom is the first o
strongest want of humun nature.  While mq
Kind are lawless, their desire i for lawless f
dom. Wien they hnve learnt to understand t
meuning of duty aud the value of reason, th
incline more and more to be guided and restrain
Ly theso in the exercise of their freedow; |
they do not. thercforo desire frocdon: loss; U
do not. become disposed Lo aceopt the will
other peoplo as the ropresoutative and
proter of those guiding principley.  On the co
trary, the commuvities in which the veason |
beon most cultivated, aud i which tho idea
socinl duty s been most. powerful, aro tho
which have most atrongly assorted the frecda
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of netion of the individual—the liberty of cach to
govern his couduet Dy hix own feclings of duty,
and hy snh Jaws and social restraints o8 kis own
comscience ean subsaibe to.

Tle who would rightly appreciato the worth of
porsannl ndependence a8 an clement of happi-
ness, should consider the valuo ho Timself puts
wpon it us an ingredient of hisown. There isno
auhjcet an which there is a greater hubitunl diffe-
ou digment hetween o man judging for
itwelf, aud o sawne wan jndging for other
people. When he hen
they are ot allower feedon of action
own will hias ot au
Yation of their affairs—his nclination s, to sk,
what are their grievanees? what positive damage
thoy sustain? aud i what respeot they consider
their affuirs to bo mismanaged ? aud if thoy fuil
to make ont, in auswer o these questions, what
appenrs to kim a sulciont easo, e torus a doaf
onr, ml regards their compluint s tho fanciful
quesilonmmess of people whom sothing reasonable
will satisfy. Bt Lo has a quite different standard
of Judgnent when bo is dociding for Limselt
ien, the 1most nnexceptionnble administration of *
Tis intevesls by o tator set ovor him, does not
aatisfy Iis feclings: lis personal cxclusion from
tho deciding nuthority appeurs itsclf the greatest
griovance of all, vendering it suporfiuous oven to

¥3
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enter into e question of mismanagement, T in
the same with nations.  What citizen of o freo
v of gaod and
for the sbdlica-
e eould leliove thut
good aud ~L.m.1 aduinistrution cuts exist wuong

& people ruled by a will ot their own, would
ot the comseiowsness of working out their

great vudeness wnd inuperfection in G
public affirs? Lot him rest nswnred that what-
over he fecls on thin paint, women felin a fully
cqual degree. Whatever Tus been wid or writte

from the timo of Hierodotus o the sty of tho
cunobling infincuce of frec goverment.
and spriug whicl it gives to all the Tt the
urger and ligher o
intelloct und feclings, the more un

* apirit, and calmer and broader views of duty,
that it engenders, und tho gonerally Toftier piat-
form ouwhich it clovates the individnal as a moral,

. spivitunl, aud social being —is every pericle

| truo of women us of men. Avo these Uiings
no important part of individual happiness ? Lt
any man call o mind what e himself et on
emarging from boyhood—from the tutelage and
sontrol of cven loved and aflcetionatc cllers—and
entering upon tho xesponsibilitics of mavhood,
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Was it not likn tha physical effoct of taking off &
henvy weight, o relewsing Tim from obstructive,
oven if ot otherwine puinful, honds?  Did ho
ot ferl tviee v much alive, twice as much n
Duman being, o bofore 7 And does he imagine
it wounen hve nono of these foclings?  Butit
i o iriking fuet, that tho satisfuctions aud
wmortifieations of personal pride, though all in all
0 wost men when the ense s (hcie own, havo
Tesw wllowanco mnie for them in tho case of other
people, wnd ure Tews listened G ws n ground or &
juatifiention of condlct, U any otior natursl
Touman fetings; prbaps hecanse men compliment
them i their own ewe with the names of so
muny other qualities, that they nve soldom
consrionn ow mighty an infinenco these feclings
exorcino in theit own lives, No less large and
powerful is their part, wo may assurc ourselves, in
tho Jives and feclivgs of women, Women arc
welioold into suppresing them in their most
naturul wnd most hoalthy diccetion, but tho -
I.-nml principle reianins, in o difforent outward

form. A active and onergetic mind, if dovied |
liborty, will scck for power: rofused the com-
i of itsclf, it will nsscrt its porsontlity by
attempling to contral othors. o allow to any
human beings no oxistoncs of thewr own but
whnt dopends on others, is givmg far too
ligh o premiam on Lendiog othors to their purs




power oan, power hecomes ho grand object of
human desive ; those to whom others will not |
leave the undisturhod maumgement of their own
aflairs, will componsate themselves, if they onn, by
weddling for their own purposes with the ofl
of others.  Tlence ulso women's passion for per- ¢
sounl boanty, aud dress and display 5 and all the
ovill that fow from i, i the way of wischicvons
 hxury and social immorality.  The love of power
e Tovo of liberty wro i cternad antagonism.
FWiiere thero is leust liberty, the passion for power
tho most. wrdout

(pum Whoro liberty camiol be hoped for, aud

adwserapulows,  Th desire
of power over others ean only ceaso (o be u do-
praving ugency wnong mankind, when each of
them individually is able (o do without it : which
ca only be whers vespect for liberly in the per-
somul concorns of each s un extablished principle.
Bub it is nel only through tho sentiment of
porsonal dignity, that tho free diveetion aud dis-
posal of their own faenlties is & sourco of fudi-
vidual happhiess, and tobe ettored and restrieted in
it, @ sourco of unhppiess, to Tnwan boigs, and.
uot lenst towomon. There,is nothing,alor discase,
indigenco, und guilt, o futal to tho Pleasurable :
enjoyment of life as the want of & worthy outlet
for tho activo fucultics. Women who huvo the
carcs of n family, and whilo thoy liavo the enros
of o fumily, have this outlet, and it genorally




183

suffices for them : but what of the greatly in-
crensing sumber of woman, who have had no
opportunity of cxercising the vocation which
ghey ure mocked by telliug thom s Uicir proger
ong?  What of the women whoso childven hare
been lost to them by death or distanco, or have
grown up, married, and formel homes of their
own? There aro abundant examples of men
who, aftor u lifis ongrossed by husiness, retiro with
a competency to the enjoyment, as they hopo, of *
vest, but to whom, as they are unable to acquire ©
now interests and excitemonts that can replace
tho aid, the change to w life of inactivity brings *
o, melaucholy, wd prematuro death. Yot |
no one thinks of the parallel case of so muny
worthy ud devoted women, who, having paid what
Uiey wre told i their debt (o socicty—having
hrought up o family blmaclossly 10 wanhood aad
womanhood—having kopt u hons s long as they
had u liouso needing to be kept—aro desorted by
tho ol occupntion for wlich they havo fitted
thomsclyes; and remain withundiminished activity
hut with no cmlﬂoymmn for it, unless perhaps a ¢
nuglter or daughtor-in-la s willing to abdicate {
in their favour tho discharge of tho same fuuc- ¢
tious iu her younger houschold.  Surcly o hard
Tot for the old ago of thesa who have worthily
discharged, s longs as it was given to thom to
dischnrge, wint tho world accownts their ouly
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social duty. Of such women, and of Uhose others
1o whom this duty has ot been commitiod at
all—many of whom pine throngl life with the
cousciousness of thwarted vocations, il netis
vities which are not suffered o expand—the
only resourcos, spenking generally, are veligion
and churity. Tt their roligion, thongh it may
ho one of fecli d of ceremoninl olservanco,
eamiot be n religion of nction, wuless in the
form of charity.  For charity many of them are
by wntnro admivably fitted ; but to pretise it
wsefully, or even withont doing wischict, roquires
tho education, Uho manifold preparation, the know-
ledgo and tho hinking powers, of . slilful nd-
miistrator. There are few of the ndwinistrativo
funetions of goverumaut for which & person would
2ot be fit, who i fit to bostow clarity uscfully.
T 8 in other enscs pre-cmiuently in it
of the elucation of clildren), the dutios per-
mitted to women camnat bo performed propery,
wilhout their ned for duties \vluc]l, to
the great loss of sacicty, a0 not perwitted o
¢ let me notice the singular way
in which the question of women's disabilitios i
frequently presented 10 view, by thoso who find
it casior to draw a Tudicrous picture of what they
do wol Tike, thau to answer tho arguments for it.
When it is suggestod Ut womor's oxcoutive

citics and prodont counsels might sometimes
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Vo fonnd valuable in flairs of stato, tese Tovers
of fun hold wp to the ridiewle of the world, as
sitting i parlionent or in the cabinet, girls iu
athir teoms, or young wives of tro or three and
tareaty, tanwported hodily, exactly as they are,
from the drawing-room to the Iouso of Com-
mons. Thicy forget that males aro vot usually
welctad at Uis cnrly age for o seat i DPar-
liament, or for respousible political functio
Common sense would Lol tiem that 3 sach
trusts wore confided to women, it would bo
to meh w having no special voeation for mar-
vied 1ife, or preferring another employment. of
thair ficultics (us many womon even norw prefer
t marriage somo of the for honouruble ocoups-
tions within Wicir rencl), ave spent the host
years of theie yonth in attempling to quality
thomsolos for tho pursuits in which ey desire
to ougage; or still more frequently perbaps,
widowa or wives of forty or flly, by whom tho
Knowledge of life and facully of goverument
which they huve acquired in their familics, conld
by the aid of approprinte studics be mado avail-
ablo on o loss contracted scale. There is no
country of Burope in which the ublest men have
not frequently experionced, and keenly approciated, |
the valuo of the advice and lolp of clever aud
exporicnced womon of the world, iu tho attai- i
anent bedh of privato and of yublio objoots aud "




+thero are iroportant matters of publie administra-
tion to which few men are cqually competent
with such women ; among ofhers, the dotailed
contrul of cxpenditure. Bt what we are now
discussing is ot the need which socicty las of
the services of women in public husicess, but the
dull and hopeless life to which it so often con-
demus them, by forbidding them to excreise th
practieal abilities which many of them are. con-
scious of, in any wider field thau one which to
some of them never was, and to others is no
longer, open.  If there is anything vitally im.
portant to the happiness of human beings, it i
that they should rclish their lwbitnal pnrsuit.
“This requisite of an cnjoyable Jfo is very impor-
fectly granted, or altogother denied, to o lavge
part of man! nd by its absence many w 1if
s & failure, which is provided, in appearance, with
every requisite of snceess.  But if circumstances
which socicty is ot yet skilful enongh to over-
come, render such failires often for the prescns
inevitable, society need not itself dnflict. them.
The injudicionsness of parents, n youth's own
inexperience, or the abscnce of external oppor-
tanitics for the congenial vocation, and their
presenco for an uncongenial, condemn mimbers
{of men to pass their lives in doing one thing reluc-
sﬂnl\y and ill, when there arc other things which
4 ithey could have donc well and bapyily. Bt on
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wonan i seulenco i impored by sctanl o,
wnd by customs equivelent to lnw.  What, in
menlightonedl sociolies, colour, race, religion, or|
o the cave of w conguerad ey, untionality, |
Wt some men, sox s 1o al) women; al
pereamplory exclusion from st al e——
acenptions, bt cither snch as cannot be fulflled
by others, or such us those others do not think
worthy of their neceptanco.  Sullorings avising
from cnuses of this nataro usnally meet with so
Tittle symnpathy, that e persons are awero of the
wrent tount of wuhappiness oven now. pro-
A by Who fecling of n wastod life. The case

Vion erealen & greater aud greater dispropertion

between the iens and fucultics of wonion, and
e wcopes which saciety allows L their nolivity.
Wheat wo consider tho positivo ovil eaused to 1
Ui disqualifled Talf of tho buman meo by their
disqualification—first i the loss of the most in-
apiriting nd clovating kind of porsonal enjoy-
emt, wal uoxt in the wearines, disappointment,
and profound disatisfetion with life, which are
4o often the mbstitute for it; one fecls that
mong all tho lessons which men require for
currying on the struggle aguinst tho iucvitable
imperfeetions of hoir Jot on carth, thero is no
lesson whiich thoy more nee, than ot to add to
o ovill which wnturo iuflicts, by their jealous




degree, i all that makes life valuable to the
iudividunl Tuman boing.
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