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INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

T O

WirriaMm MeLmotn, Esq.

Dear Sig,

S you have led me, though
not intentionally, into thefe
perils, that attend a novice in
publication, I flatter myfelf you
will pardon the liberty I take in
recommending the two following

little effays to your protecion.
A 3 .



6 INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

In perufing your elegant tran{-
lation of Lalius, I was mortified to
find, that in {peaking of the dif-
tinguifhed modern writers on
Friendfhip, you had omitted the
name of the amiable Marchionefs
de Lambert, whofe eflay on the
fubje@ I had read with infinite
pleafure, and perhaps with that
partiality, which women gene-
rally difcover towards an author
of their own fex.

My regard for this excellent
moralift, tempted me, upon this
occafion, .to enquire in what
drefs the had been prefented to
our country ; and the only tranf-
lation ' of thefe treatifes that I
could difcover, appeared to me fo
very unworthy -of the original,

: that
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that I could not help feeling a
defire to give the Englifh reader
a more adequate idea of their
merit.—How far I have been able
to fucceed, I am now to learn
from the Public, as I dare not
utterly confide in the approba-
tion of ‘a'few partial friends.
Let me honeftly confefs, that I
not only engaged in a new verfion
of the eflays in queftion, becaufe
they appeared to me not fo well
tranflated as fome of her other
works, but from an ambition of
placing her treatifes on Friendfhip
and Old-Age by the fide of your
Lzlius and Cato: happy, were I
able to enrich my tranflation with
fuch biographical and critical re-
marks, as give to your’s fo confi-
derable a portion of original me- -

A 4 rit |



¢ INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

rit! but I muft content myfelf
with barely relating, in this pre-
face, the few particulars, which I
have been able to colle& concern~
ing my author, - from the writers
of her country.

The Marchionefs de Lambcrt
was the only daughter of Ste-
phen ' de - Marguenot, Seigneur
de Courcelles, and born in the
year 1647: the loft her father
when fhe was yet an infant; a
circoamftance that proved, in:its
confequences; the occafion of her
carly and uncommon progrefs in.
literature 3 - for by the fecond
marriage of her mother fhe fell
under the care of the celebrated
Bachaumont, who wrote, in con-
jun&ion with the {prightly poet
LaChappelle, the pleafant motley

compofition
9
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compofition in profe and verfe,
which bears the name of thefe
lively friends. He was, as Vol-
taire has remarked, one of the
moft amiable and accomplifthed
chara&ers of his age, and culti=
vated, with great pleafure and
affe@ion, that early paffion for
letters, which his little daughter-
in-law  foon began to difplay.
Under the care of fo engaging a
preceptor, fhe acquired that fund
of elegant and ufeful knowledge,
which afforded her fuch confi-
derable fupport in all the viciffi~
tudes of a long life, and which
has fecured to her a lafting re-
putation in the republic of let-
ters.

At the age of nineteen fhe was
married
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marricd to Henry de Lambert,
Marguis de Saint Bris, lieutenant-
gcncral, and governor of Luxem-
buro, who died in 1686, leaving
her a don and daughter, ‘on
whoic education fhe exerted the
utmoft powers-of her affeGionate
mind, which are beautifully dif-
played «in  her "two  effays  of
advice, addrefled to her  chil-
dren.

On the death of her hufband,
the was : pérfecuted with long
and vexatious law-{uits, in which
her whole fortune was at ftake,
and in the condu& of which fhe is
faid -to have given moft ftriking
prodfs of a mafculine underftand-
ing. As thefe were happily ter-
minated in het favor, the pafied

the



INTRODUCTORY LETTER. ax

the remainder of her life in great

affluence, and chiefly in Paris,

where fhe died at the age. of
@cighty-fix, in the year 1733.

It isfingular, that thislady, who
in general poffefled {uch {olidity of
judgment, thould, in one inftance,
be under the influence of a vulgar
prejudice, and confider it as un-
becoming a woman' of her rank
to appear in the chara@er of an
author. . Her admirable effays to
her children were firft publifhed
in a clandeftine manner, and their
appearance in the world gave her |
fo much difquietude, that, as fhe
declares herfelf, in one of her
letters, fhe exerted her utmoft
efforts to fupprefs them ; and we
may juftly fay of her, what Pope

fays
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fays of Shakefpeare, though on a

very different occafion,
¢¢ She grew immortal in her own defpite.”

Her extreme defire to prevent the
circulation of her writings, was
owing, indeed, in fome degree, to
the great fhare of natural modefty
which fhe pofiefied,and ftill more,
I apprehend, to a painful dread
of that raillery to which every
Prench lady was expofed, who
ventured to engage deeply in any
fiterary purfuits, after the ap;
pearance of Moliere’s admirable
comedy of the Femmes Savantes,
in 1672, which was, indeed,
fuppofed to glance a little at the
hotel de Lambert®, =~ . - .
‘ Qur
* This is afferted in a few remarks pre-

fixed to the Femmes Savantes, in the laft oc-
tavo
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Our author- had, ‘however,
the {pirit to become the cham-
pion of her {ex, in a little effay
which the compofed for the pe-
rufal of her friends, entitled,
‘“ New Refle&tions on Women.”
She here combats, with great
vivacity and judgment, the dan-
gerous ridicule of Moliere ; and
obferves, that the wit of this
comic writer had proved as pre-
judicial to female underftanding
in France, as the pleafantry of
Cervantes had to heroic valour in

tavo edition of Moliere; but the circumftance
appears to me improbable, as this comedy
was firft reprefented a few years after the
marriage of Madame de Lambert—and her
literary affemblies did not, I believe, attract
the notice of the public till towards the latter
period of her life,

Spain.
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Spain. Nor does fhe feem to
- have exaggerated the ill effe@s
of that ridicule which fhe fo
warmly oppofed, and of  which
fhe was fo perfe& a judge. A
living French author, of confi-
derable reputation, has repre-
fented this comedy of Moliere in
the fame point of view, in a very
entertaining eflay concerning the
chara&er, manners, ‘and under-
ftanding of women in different
ages. Having alluded to the
play of Moliere, he proceeds with
the following remarks :— ¢¢ Some
“ women, after this, applied
¢ themf{elves to letters, and fome -
¢¢ cultivated the {ciences; but the
6 f:xample was far from general, .

(44 In ,
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INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 1¢

In the moft enlightened of
ages, knowledge was deemed
unpardonable in females. A
tafte for letters was confidered
as a kind of incongruity in
the Great, and as pedantry in
Women. This fecret contempt,
worthy of our moft barbarous
anceftors, muft have impofed
particular reftraint on that fex,
which is moft under the influ-
ence of opinion. - Some women
braved this prejudice, but fuch
condu& was even cenfured as
criminal. As all things that
are excellent have their ex-
cefles, and as a don mor fails
not to operate as a reafon, in
blending. what is ridiculous
with what is ufeful, it became

¢ an
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“an ealy matter to - difcredit
¢ knowledge in women. Boi-
¢¢ leau and Moliere fortified the
¢¢ prejudice, by the authority of
¢ theirgenius. o lniile © o %
¢¢ Thus,in the age of Lewis the
¢« XIVth, women were reduced
¢ to conceal themfelves in the
¢ purfuit of inftru&ion, and to
¢ be as much afthamed of know-
¢¢ ledge, as they would have been
““of an intrigue in ages lefs po-
¢ lithed. Some, however, had
¢¢ the refolution to free them-
¢ felves from that ignorance
¢¢ which was impofed on them
““as a duty; but the greater
‘¢ number ‘concealed this hardi-
‘¢ nefs of {pirit, or, if they were
‘¢ fufpe&ed, took every meafure
(41 to
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¥¢ to avoid conviétion, ‘and al-
¢ lowed Friendfhip only to be
¢¢ their confident or their accom-
¢ plice.”

This was particularly the cafe
with Madame de Lambert; who,
having defended her fex with
great {pirit, in the effay I have
mentioned, could not be pre-
vailed on to publifh that defence;
and in a letter to Monfieur de
8t. Hyacinthe, then in London,
fhe exprefles her concern at its
h‘aving {tolen ' into the world.
She thanks him, at the {ame time,
for an Englifh tranflation of het
work which he had fent her, and
juftifies herfelf in the following
manner, in anfwer to a very fin-

gular obfervation of her tranfla=
B tor,



18 INTRODUCTORY LETTER.
tor, Mr. Lockman. ¢ He fays
‘¢ in his preface, that what I have
‘¢ written on women is my apolo-
““.gy—I have never had occafion
‘‘ tomake any. He accufes me of
‘“ having a tender and a feeling
““{oul. I deny not the charge;
‘¢ it remains only to enquire to
‘¢ what I have applied it.”

I muft obferve, for the honor
of my author, that few. perfons,
of any country, could have lefs
reafon to apprehend fuch an en-
quiry, as it is univerfally allowed
that her whole life was animated
by that fpirit of tendernefs and
virtue, which ftill charm us in
her writings. One of the moft
ftriking proofs of the high efteem
in which fhe was held by her

con-
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contemporaries, is found in a
letter of the amiable Fenelon, to
their common friend Monfieur
de Sacy, in which he fpeéks both
of her compofitions and her cha-
tad&er in terms of the warmeft
admiration.

Voltaire - happily obferves,
fpeaking of our author, in his
Age of Lewis the XIVth,—¢ her
¢¢ treatife on Friendfhip proves
¢¢ that fhe deferved herfelf to
¢¢ have friends,” There are alfo
many paflfages in her letters,
which equally prove what ex-
alted ideas fhe entertained of this
noble fentiment, and how truly
formed her own heart was; both
to feel and infpire it.

B2 One
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One paffage in particular I
cannot help mentioning, as it pre-
fents a ftriking picture of her own
feelings, and preferves a pleafing
anecdote of an amiable Prince,
the accomplifhed but fhort-lived
difciple of the virtuous Fenelon.
In writing to her friend, on the
death of the Duke of Burgundy,
fhe exclaims, ¢ How gféat is
L your‘ “private lofs, rﬂy dear
¢¢ Sacy !—1I muft acquaint you -
¢ with a circumftance that re-
¢¢ lates to you, and which, per-
“* haps, you are yet'.ﬂto Jearn. .1
‘“ had a friend in the houthold
‘¢ of the Prince, who, enchanted
‘¢ with his virtues, was continu-
¢¢ ally {peaking of them to me.
< Hc
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¢ He has told me, that as the
‘¢ Prince was one day coming out
¢¢ of his chamber, where he had
¢¢ read yourtreatife on Friendfhip,
¢“ he faid to him—I have juft
‘¢ been reading a book, which has
¢¢ made me feel the misfortune
¢ of our rank. We cannot hope
¢ to have friends! We muft re-
‘¢ nounce the moft engaging fen-
¢ timent in life. He felt, my
¢¢ dear Sacy, the ncceflity of
¢ friendfhip. The fentiments of
¢ nature had their full influence
¢¢ over his heart, and majefty dif-
¢ appeared before them. He
¢ would have had friends, and
¢ he would not have chofen them
¢ from the crowd of his flatter-
ol | P

B3 I have
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I have inferted this paffage,
both becaufe the letter is omitted
in the common Englifh tranfla-
tion of my author’s works, and
becaufe it thews fhe was fuperiof
to the little meannefs of - jealoufy
towards a rival, who had written
on the fame fubje& with jherfelf.
In her intimacy with Monﬁ:e\ur de
Sacy, fhe difplayed all the delicacy
of the moft refined friendfhip 5
and Monfieur d’Alembert makes
fuch pleafing ‘mention of  their
mutual 'regard,' in his .f;ulqu;@ﬁ
this writer, that I am te.mpft'ed to
hazard ‘a tranflation of the paf-
fage. fxk: EATAY 4

¢ The talents,of Monfieur, de
tt Sacy, - the reputation, which he
‘¢ had acquired, the mildnefs. of

¢¢ his
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¢ his characer, and his manners,
¢ procured his admiffion into an
‘¢ enchanting fociety,” which is
¢ ftill remembered in our days,
¢ after a period of more than
¢ forty years; I mean that of the
¢ Marchionefs de Lambert. ‘This
“ lady affembled at her houfe
¢ many celebrated writers, at'the
“¢ head of whom were Fontenelle
‘¢ and La Motte, who united phi-
‘“ lofophy to the charms of lite-
¢ rature, politenefs’ to talents,
‘¢ and reciprocal efteem to emu-
¢ Jation. ' Madame de Lambert,
¢ who was accufed of an excef-
“ five partiality for wit, and who
¢ honored this reproach of fools,
¢¢ with an-attention it hardly de-
‘¢ ferved from her, an{wered it,

B4 ““ by
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¢ by admitting into this. little
¢ academy, more fplendid than
¢ numerous, fuch chara&ers of
¢ the court, as were moft diftin-
¢¢ guifhed by their ftation and
¢ their birth, In this affembly
¢ they did not liften to, or rather
‘¢ they were not acquainted with
¢ that rigid and wunjuft philefo-
¢ phy, which, by impofing on
““ women a filence humiliating
““ to themfelves, and melancholy
‘¢ to us, obliges them to conceal
‘¢ their underftanding and their
‘¢ knowledge, with as mueh foli=
‘¢ citudeas their moft-fecret fenti-
‘‘ mentsand affeGions. They be-
¢¢ lieved, on the contrary,and they
““ had the good fortune to expe-
“ rience perpetually, in the!pre-
“ fence
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¢¢ fence of Madame de Lambert,
¢ that a woman of virtue, deli-
‘¢ cacy, and {entiment, animated
¢¢ with genius, and every pleafing
¢¢ accomplifhment, was the prin-
¢ cipal ‘tie, and the moft at-
¢ tra&tive charm of a fociety fo
¢¢ happily compofed ; a rare af-
¢ femblage (of ' elegance and
¢¢ knowledge, of imagination and
¢¢ judgment, of. politenefs and
‘¢ learning. It was in the midft
¢ of 'this' fociety that Monficur .
‘““.de Sacy compofed his eflay on
¢ Friendfhip. = He addreffed it
¢ to Madame de Lambert; and
¢¢ he was, indeed, much more her
¢ friend, than the other men of
< letters whom fhe aflfembled.
¢ The intimacy of thefe were

' only
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¢“ only agreeable to her, that of
¢ Monfieur de Sacy ‘was much
¢« more;" it was neceflary to her
¢ happinefs. If the wit of Fon-
¢ tenelle ‘and La Motte afforded
¢¢ her more refources of amufe-
¢ ment, ﬂie\ found in “Monfieur
¢ de Sacy a fenfibility more con-
< genial with her heart,’ and a
¢¢ foul "more in unifon with her
¢« own.  Under the eyes of this
< worthy friend, fhe principally
¢« compofed her excellent book,
< entitled, Advice from a Mother
« t6 het' Son'and Daughter’; a
<« work in'which delicacy 'of tafte
¢ is united to that of fentiment ;
e knowledge of the ‘world; to the
<« moft touchmg lefions’ ‘of Vlr-

« tue; and the 11vely graces Vof
' < flile,
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s¢ flile, to the moft natural ex-
¢¢ preflions of maternal tender~
¢ nefs.”’

Among the {maller produ&ions
of our author, there are three
very pleafing portraits of Mon-
fieur de Sacy, Fontenelle, and
La Motte, drawn with equal de-
licacy’ and  difcernment ; and -
among the Letters of the latter,
in the 1oth volume of his works,
there_are feveral which give a
lively picure of the chofen foci-
ety which frequented the houfe
of my author, particularly one
from herfelf to the Duchefs of
Maine, who had exprefled the
moft, eager defire to be admitted
into her weekly afflembly. F on-
tenelle fuggeﬁed the pleafantry

of
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of addrefling the Duchefs, before

fhe was admitted to their parties,
in the name of the day in which
the company aflembled. La
Motte, who had received parti-
cular compliments from her, was
prevailed on to write as their
fecrctary ; and to his letter Ma-
dame de Lambert added the fol-
lowing :

g L N |
€« MapamiE DE LAMBERT TO THE .
¢ DUCHESS OF MAINE.

‘“ BEHOLD, Madam, the ho-
“ norable T uefday, wh1ch comes
“ to pay its homage to your Se-
‘¢ rene Highnefs. The g great Fon-
£ tenelle, adorned w1th all his
e talents, equally the favorlte of

¢¢ the fenous and the fporuvc
¢ Mulfe,
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¢¢ Mufe, whofe reputation is un-
¢ bounded; fecfetary, and almoft
¢ prefident of our academies,
¢ throws himfelf at your feet.

« The inflexible La Motte,
¢¢ who has endeavored to abolith
¢¢ the adoration of Homer, and
‘¢ who has never burnt a grain of
<¢ incenfe on his altar, throws a
¢¢ profufion of flowers on your’s.”

¢ The. Mentor of a _great
¢¢ Prince, who inftru@s better
¢¢ than Minerva, who has lent
“ new graces to Cicero, and is
¢¢ lefs his tranflator than his rival,
¢¢ proftrates himfelf before your
¢ Serene Highnefs.

. héjan?iable Abb¢ de Brage-
¢ lonne, cherifhed by the Graces
“ and the Mufes, and fo extolled

{3 by
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£ by iyouy'is received-into that
¢ band which celebratcs your
¢ praifes. '

““ The exa&, the precife, ‘ot
¢ rather precifion itfelf ; in
¢ fhort, the great geometrician;
<« Monfieur de Mairan,’ comes to
¢ renew:that homage: which he
¢ has already had the honor to

pay you. §0: 4414

“ You fee, Madam, that all
‘‘our great men place ‘their
¢ glory 'in ‘honoring''you." -It is
““'but’ juft that” the“academy,
““which is 'fo''deéeply indebted
““'to"you, thould 'maké to your
“¢'Sefrene Higlihéfscthei‘f acknow=
“ le&gments in“form. ' Our lan-
¢ guage!improves only wheén Yyou
¢¢ {peak it, or when it fpeaks of
¢ you.

¢ 1 thall
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¢ I {hall expe& you,, Madam,
¢ with all the folicitude of, that
‘“ refpeétful attachment,.; with
¢ which,.I am,

¢« MADAM,

¢ Your moft humble, and

L LR ]
" e« Moft obedient Servant.”

I r

 Paris, Auguft 23, 1726.”

The anfwer, of the Duchefs
exprefles, in a lively, manner;
the moft flattering efteem for, our
author, . Thus; poflefled of ge-=
neral regard, and equally honor-
ed by the applaufe of grandeur
and of ,wyit, fhejpafled her latter
days in ithe moft refined pleafures

s of
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of fele& fociety, and thofe fu-
perior delights which attend ' the
exercife of every generous virtue.
All thefe, however, were much
checquered by the infirmities of a
tender conftitution—by the com-
mon maladies of old=age, and ftill
more by the death of her daugh-
ter, which happened two years
before her own. '

I have now given you the beft
account that I have been able to
colle&, of an author whom I ne-
ver teview without enthufiaftic
admiration: but I can affure you,
I am fo far from being vain of
the performance, that I have ftill
an earneft defire to fee more
juftice done to her - inftrudive

2 chara&er,
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chara&er, by a much abler

hand.

As you have mentioned her
friend Monfieur de Sacy with ho-
nor, in the advertifement to your
Lelius, allow me to hope, that
in your next edition of that
work, you will not omit the
name of the Marchionefs de
Lambert.

I am not fingular in this wifh,
but fhare it with many friends,
who are equally admirers with
me, both of your writings and
of her’s; and particularly one,
who has given me leave to clofe
my preface with the following
Stanzas—but before I tranfcribe
them, allow me to affure you,

C that
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that I am, with the trueft efteem
for your literary talents, and ftill
moare for your private virtues,

DEear Sig,

Your fincere Briend,

and obedient Servant,
T
AS R LW

LaNT TN

E. H.

1N

ol
<

SR

T0
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WILLIAM MELMOTH, Efg;

On his omitting the name of the Marchionefs
de Lambert, in his account of the celebra-
ted Modern Writers on Friendfhip.

ASTE, gentle MELMOTH,
Beauty’s friend,
Whofe fpirit glories to commend
Each talent fhe difplays;
And nobly feorns that Cynic pride,
Which oft to Woman has deny'd
The palm of letter'd praife:

C 2 O hafte }
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[ -—p-g

O hafte ! thy_hard negleét 1etr1cvc,‘ :
For which the wounded Graces gnevc,
And mourn their LAMBERT’s lot;
To think her page, to them fo dear, :
Is, by the cr1t1c they revere, i
Contemptuouﬂy forgot.

But, as the voice of Fame Wlll own, .

For fuch offences to a’oﬁe } i
Thou haft the happy éo‘w;sr]

As the poor annual decays, e

This rhyme may perlfh’ but thy pralfc

Is a perénnial flower.

Then it ‘thy foft Virgilizih "f)rbfej‘

That th poetlc fweetnefs ﬂows, 5
Whofe beautics will” outhve

The riider verfe T vainly frate, %

To lovely "LAMBERT’S mjm 'd nam
Full retnbunon give'! L

.

T - Thv
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Thy Turry, whom all eyes confefs
So g}aceful in thy Englifh drefs,
To Man confines his aim,
When he makes age forget its ills,
Or in the patriot foul inftills
True Friendfhip’s kindred flame :

But LamBERT, Learning’s fofter pride,
Her fex’s unaﬁ’unﬁng guide,

Exerts a nicer art ;
Her precept from Caprice withdraws,
And forms to philofophic laws

The lighter female heart,

*T1is her’s to teach the vain coquetts -
To bear, unwounded by regret,
The lofs of youthful grace ;
And in the cultur'd mind difplay
Charms, that compenfate and o’crpay
The ruins of her face:

&3 Fox
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For wéll The éftimates, above”"

The fcorching beams of blazing 'Eéve,
F riendfhiﬁ’s ferenter fires ;*°
Wifely fhe moulds the mind of youth‘;ﬂ
Sweet moralift ! who teaches truth,

Yet teaching never tires,

Oh Eloquence ! we own thy power £T
Thy Tully is the richeft flower, /10
That can the fenfe' regalé’:”

But muft the Rofe engrofs out'eye > ©
And can we pafs unheeding by*"

The Lily of the vale ? "'

No, MerLMmoTH ! tho' a rival coaft, .
Tho* Gallia may this Lily boaft, = -
Its fiweets thou wilt not' wrong 3
Open to Merit’s juft complaint, " - d
Thou wilt in happier colours paink 10
The fubjet of my fong; ' ¢

A |

That
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That mind, where, tender as the dove,
The fpirit of maternal love

Was fondly feen to brood,
And with foft Virtue’s fweeteft tone,

With gentle grace, to Man unknown,
The Moralift endu’d.

To generous admiration fir'd,
Contemporary, Wits confpir'd
To praife her glowing page:
And France, exulting, ranks her name
With thofe who conftitute the fame
Of her Auguftan age.

Britain applauds fo juft a meed :
Let Female worth, fhe cries, fucceed,
« Where’er that worth may fhine !
Let France unenvy’d boaft her fhare
Of glory from her letter’d Fair,
Since. MoNTAGU. is mine!

Qg " ESSEY






O N

FRIENDSHIP.

O U are under fome obli-
gation, my dear Sir, to
confole me for the lofs of our
female friend. I efteem as a lofs
every diminution in friendfhip ;
fince, in general, every fenti-
ment that begins to languifh,
expires.’ I examine myfelf with
feverity, and I am perfuaded
that I give more to friendfhip
than
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than others;and yet it vanifh-
es. Do, -therefore, ;d -entreat
you, tell me,-without/referve,-to.
whom I'am! to:imputec ity as my
complaintsimuft certainly have an
object.—Is the fault in myfelf; or
in my friends, or in the manners
of the times ? In fhott, cotre& me
where 1 fail, and' confole me.for
what T lofe. v oads [l
The farthet we advance in life,
the more we/feel the né‘_(:éﬁity of
friendthip. - In proPo‘rfiéh as rea-
fon improves, as-the imagination
encreafes in brilfiancyy and as the
heart becomes purc and l_;reﬁﬁéd,
the more:the fentiment of friend~
fhi‘pﬁa‘ipPear‘s re_quiﬁtfe ’to_nou_r;ha‘pﬂf
pinefs. . s Behold, - therefore; fuch
refle@tionis- as: the leifure|of my
2 retirement
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retiremient has led: me'to'throw
together on .the fubjec.o"lIn all
ages friendfhip has been confider<
ed as onelof 'the firft bleflings of
life 7"Pis @ {entiment ‘which is
born 'with us; and ‘the firft move=
ment of evéry heart is to unite
itfelf to'fome other ; neverthelefs;
itis“a'general lamentation, - -and
all the world exclaims—¢ There
afeno friends.” - The whole ' cir-
cle of 'paftrages hardly furnifhes
thiree or four examples of ‘a per-
fe& 'union: Since then all men
are agreed concerning the charms
of friendfhip, why ‘do they not
comprehend. their common intet
reft)'and unite to enjoy it?  Man-
kind, in“growing depraved, be-
coine blind to their ownadvantage.
: Wifdom
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Wifdom and truth, ‘in th ht-
ening our underﬁandlngs, make

our {elf-love more adroit and\ pe-

a1 "1i5
netrating, and teach us that' it

{ ﬂrr‘
is our real intereft to attach’ our-

"V*‘l T

{elves to virtue, ana that V,lr—
tue brlngs with it all the gentle
and engaging pleafures of ffien

thip, Let us examine, then, What
100101 \[\ } 2!
are the charmsand the advanta €s

of friendfhip, that we ‘ma fqek

\)7(f V
them ; what its true chara&enf-«

O "’l [

tic, that we maym know it 5 and
what its duties, that wé may d1f

) fior
charge them.

The advantages- of fne‘n&ﬂn '

3 .r ] 4
mamfef’c themfelves' fuﬂimently 3
AW 3 151RIAMA 1598131
all pature exclalms with Qpe voice,
that they are of all bleﬁl ors the
moft deﬁrable :—-Wlthout 1;,‘ 11fe

has
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has no charms. Man 1s made up
of wants, and when left to hlm-
felf, feels a de which frlend-
thip only is capable of ﬁlhng
Harraﬁ'ed in perpetual agltatlon
and d1fqu1etude, he can find re-
pofe only in the bofom of frlend—
ﬂup An ancient fays, that Love
is the fon of Poverty and the God
of Riches : of Poverty, becaufe he
is by profeflion a beggar ; and of
the God of Riches, becaufe he is
natural]y profufe :—why may we
not aﬁign to Frlendfhlp the fame
origin? When fhe is hvely, 1the
requ1res fympathy ; tender anld
dehcate charaé’cers feel the wants
of the heart more than others

axikola i

feel the common neceflities of
1Of131

fife. On thetother hand, from her
generofity
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generofity ‘of nature fherdeferves
to be'acknowledged asthe-daugh-
ter of ' the"God “of ''Riches’s *for
thofe have nio pretenfions to ‘the
noble ‘name ‘of friendfhipy“who
thrink from her feverer duties in
the hour of adverfity. ' In‘thort,
fecling minds feck to unite them-
felves by fentiment j for'as the
heart was made for ‘affeGion;’ it
becomes lifelefs the' moment you
refufe it the pleafure: of IOVing
and being beloved. 'Load men
with poffeffions, with riches, and
honors, and deprive them' of the
fweets vof friendfhip'; all ‘the
charms of life difappear..  oicr
Your reafonable ‘chara&ers de-
ny themfelves ta love ;" Weomen,
from attachment to duty=—men,
from
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from -the feariof. chuhng-un-
wifely. — You, -are  attraded: to-
wards. friendfhip ;. you are: hur-
ried into Jove, - Friendfhip is of-
ten. buyiltupon: the ruins of loves
and fuch friendfhip is moft-ten-
der, moft lively; and moft aflidus
ous. (s -All the delicacies of love
are found! in : the canne&ion | of
which I {peak. ' Friendthip, in its
infancy, is- fubje& to illufion:
Novelty . pleafes by = promifing
much, .and whatever - awakens
hope is of high eftimation. Il-
lufion is a fentiment which tranf-
portsi us beyond the truth; by
obfcuring our.reafon, | You feein
the perfons ithat begin to pleale
you,: every perfection ;: and the
1maglnatxmn, ‘which -always ads

under
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under the dominion of the heart,
lends to the beloved ob_]e& the
merit which it wants,.—We love
our friends much more for the
qualities that we give them cre-
dit for, than for thofe which they
have difplayed. There are alfo
friendfhips which feem to depend
on the ftars’; fympathetic con-
ne&ions, and undifcovered ties,
which unite and bind us {fo firm-
ly that we neither want vows
nor proteftations: Confidence
takes the lead of language.
‘When Montaign deferibes to us
his fentiments towards his friend,
‘¢ ‘we fought each other” fays he,
“ upon report, and our names
“ had already em'bracgd before

¢ we became acquainted. It
was
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€ was on a feftival that I firft
¢ faw him, and we both found
¢ ourfelvesin an inftant{o united,
¢¢ {fo well known, and {o intimate,
‘¢ that nothing could be more
¢¢ dear than we were to each
‘¢ other ; and when I atk myfelf
¢ whence arifes that joy, that
¢¢ eafe, that repofe, which I feel
¢ when I fee him ? all I can fay
‘¢ is, "Tishe—'tis 1. We enjoy
in fnendfhlp the pureft {weets
of love: the pleafure of con-
fidence, the charm of expofing
our foul to our friend—to read
in his very heart—to fee it
without a fhadow of difguife ;
to difcover our own weaknef-
fes, for we muft think aloud
before our friend. Thofe only

D who
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who have * enjoyed - the ,en-~ -
chanting pleafure of friendfhip;
know what' delight | there i in
pafling .whole days together—
how light, . how.  rapid, | the
hours .in .the prefence ;of|;thofe
we love | what a refource-ispthe
afylum of friendfhip! By, her
we efcape from  the. world,
which, is; generally . deeeitful;
falfe, and inconftant. ;o) dowe
But one of the great advanta-
ges of friendfhip, 'is itheaid .of
good .counfels.:  however rational
we may, be, we have ftill occafion
for a dire&or, jas we ought, to
diftruf}; our . reafon;; which: fre-
quently, delivers :asvits owmnijlan-~
guage, the mere diQates jof paf-
fion. . "Tis a  great: fupportito
'know
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know we haveaiguide to eorrect
and reform us. “The ancients un-
derftood ‘all ' 'the advantages’ of
friendfhip; but they have {0/ 0-~
vercharged ' their portraits of - ity
that ‘they are looked upon merely
as fine ideas, which exift not: in

nature. - As men love to fly from
~great’models, and to reject great
examples, becaufe they require
much from us; they agree to treat
themvas chimerds'; but in . this
we mifunderftand our own inte-
reft; | I withdrawing ourfelves
from theobligatidns of frienddhip,
we! lofe'allits advantages : it is a
commerce; itis a kind of ‘part-
nerfhipy in'which-the moft wor-
thy advances thelargeft fum, and
thinks! himfelf ‘happy in' propot-

Ay D2 tion
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tion to that advance. We divide
our fortune with our frlend
riches, credit, attentions, ferv1ces"
all belong to him, except our ho-
nor. It has appeared to me, to
the difgrace of our age, that .fo-,,
fering our fortune to our friend
is confidered as the laft effort of
friendfhip ; there are tnals, ‘far
fuperior to this.

But one of the greateft advan-
tages of friendthip, is to find in
our friend a juft modg'l%;;‘ for we
defire the efteem of thofe we love,
and that defire leads us to imi-
tate thofe virtues which., may in-
fure it. Seneca recommends to his,
friend, to chufe fromamongﬂ the,
oreat ymen the moft refpeé’cable

4 ‘ I35 4 i J l" ) }r

"‘
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was prefent, and to render him
an account of every a&ion.” Our
friend is this exalted chara&er to
keep us in awe—nothing can in-
fure our condu@ fo cffe@ually,
both with'regard to ourfelvesand
others, as a refpectable friend.
It is not allowed us to be'i imper-
fe& in his eyes; neither do we
often fee virtue conne&ed with
vice. We do not love to {fee
thofe who conftantly {crutinize
and condemn us—we muft be
certain of our own integrity, tq
dare to give ourfelves certain
frlends. Pyrrhus faid, ¢ Save me
% from my friends, I fear only
= th e Pliny having loft his
frlend “y fear,” faid he, 1 fhall
¢ flacken in'the road of virtue;
D3 ¢ I have
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¢¢ 1 have loft my guide, and the

¢ witnefs of my life.”’ —In thort,

perfe& friendfhip puts: us 'Uha'éi‘_
the neceflity of being VlI‘tI}OUS 3
as it can only be maintained be—-

tween ‘eftimable perfons, it.forces

us to. refemble them, tha,t we
may preferve their regard You

will‘find then in friendfhip ’thc

{ecurity of good advice, the emi-

lation of good example; fympathy

in your forrows, affiftance in-your
wants, without being afked, wait-

ed for, or purchafed.

Let us now fee what are the
true chara&eriftics of frlendﬂnp,
that we may know it. The prlﬁ-
mpal merlt whlch fhould be re‘-ﬁ

u.,,

It is -that which affures us ﬁiey

arc
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are capable of friendfhip, and
Worthy‘ of it: expe& nothing
from your conne&ions, when tliey
have not this foundation. In
thefe days, it is not our taftes,
but our wants, which unite us. It
1§ not the union of hearts, or of
the underftanding, that is fought
for in thefe intimacies. Thus we
{ee them at an end as foon as they
are begun. There can be no
rupture without fome degree of
difgrace, as there muft be fome
fault on one fide or the other:
there is no efcaping the thame of
being miftaken in our opinion,
and of being obliged to retrad
it. We form intimacies without
any exertion of our judgmenf‘,
and we diffolve them without re-

"Dy fleGion ;
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fletion 5 what can:be more con-
temptible ? Chufe your friend out
of a thoufand ; nothing is,mere
important _than {ych. a -cheiee,
{ince upon it your happinefsde-
pends : as, on the contraryy no-
thing is more melancholy.than.to
be connedted with the unworthy,
to have all the thame of a fepa-
ration to undergo; or, the mortifi-
cation of continuing upited with
perfons of no merit.,;,[We thould
alfo remember, that our friends
ftamp our chara&g;'s 3 we are dif~ -
covered in them, and we - thus
prefent 3 kind of pQrtralt of .our-
felves. te the public; Mand a cons
feﬁion’z of what we_ are.. We
fhould  tremble, . Jf we, rqﬂeﬁed
what we hazard in acknowledg-

ing
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ing a friend.” Would you be
efteemed ? live with perfons that
are ' eftimable ; we fhould there-
fore be well acquainted before we
engage ourfelves.

“The‘firft- mark, which affures
us’'that’any ‘perfon is worthy of
frienidfhip, is virtue; after that, we
muft feek for friends that are free,
and‘unenflaved by the paflions:
thofewhom ambition poffefies,are
little ‘capable of this tender fenti-
ment; ftll lefs capable are thofe
who are in the chains of love.
Love carries away with him all
the vivacity of friendfhip; it is a
turbulent paffion, and friendfhip
is''a gentle’ and” well-regulated
fentiment;” Love gives the foul
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an intoxicating kind of jay;which
is fometimes followed by, extreme
difcontent..., The other is.a Tea-
{onable délight, always pufe.and
always equal; nothing can gb-
ftruct or \weary, it—it; nourifhes
the foul. : e T
Moreover,_ if, you are attached
to,a_ perfon of  merit,/rhas | aot
that perfon all your,,conﬁdﬁngg,,
The friendfhip of alover:is, too.
infipid; he may,  indeed, afford
you fome degree of attention, and
fome feryices ; but asto. fenti-
ment, he has-none left to beftow. -
The recompence of .virtuous;
love is friendfhip;.itis not, how-.
ever, a common paflion, but love
of the: pprcﬁ and moft exalted,qa—
- ture,
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ture, which 'leads to this reward.
Perfons of a frivolous and diffi-
pated turn are by no means fuited
to friendfhip; for ‘every obje&
with ‘them carries away fome
portion of that fentiment and fo~
licitude which fhould be the
property of friendfhip.

Though it has been always
faid,"' that we ' fhould give to
friendfhip ‘a foundation more {o-
lid than meére fenfibility, yet if
inclination is not concerned, we:
are not deeply engaged. | The
fancy admits not of conviion.
If the heart is not affc@ed;, we
advance neither rapidly nor far,
Virtue and inclination united to
form thofe ancient friendfhips,
whofe memory has defcended to

: : our
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N
our days. Montalgn, who de
291
{cribes to us the rife ofL his éntl—
£ 9
ments towards his fmemt I)ays he

S5 a1 e

was {mitten as one ‘in love :—he
o)

wasina ﬁtuatlon to reh{h frlend—
11 nU Y

thip. Freed from paﬁi()ns, an

{ & LIt

devoted to reafon, there remain fe
to wrlm'[ '
to him no other enJoyme

3 r?tbh(n

" Perfons recovered from violent
C ‘\)ljl (I g)"l
paflions, and whe are reftored
} balgnalazaot
to themfclves, from a comtmfhion
Y1EIL 9393
of the little value of thmgs in oe-
o ‘““1 1D ft’f\il

neral, are moft | proper for }true
YOLOT

frlendﬂup Thofe Who 45 free,

(,gr K

and dlfengaged from the mllhon
1sh «olle 236 oy
of frivolous amufements, attach
g; UL i 199 W
themfelves to you ¥y fent1inent :
11 A3 yoino

but howevér mfenﬁble to . t elr.

INQ. JI9A3 “101
own Wants, they fail ?ot to 1 eel
91l 8y

and to alleviate thofe o their

: friends,
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friends. We never, live in fuch
a aegree of independence, as . to
be able to difpenfe with recipro-
cal afliftance; but good offices
{hould follow friendfhip, not
frlendﬂup good offices. Friend-
ﬂ]}P alfo requires conformity,
equality of age, or what ap-
proaches to it, and a fimilarity of
inélinations and  purfuits. Per-
fonselevated to a {plendid ftation,
and intoxicated with profperity 3
thofe diffipated minds which are
carefled by fortune, are by no
1néans proper for friendthip.
ngo are alfo deprived of this
fweet fentlment they can never

JOUNITTHD
enjoy. the certqlnty of being be-

03
loved for thelr own fakes: it is

always the kmg, and feldom the

man 3
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man : I would not accept the
firft “of dignities at 'this' price.
All thingsare a burthen; without
the fuccour of friendfhip. “There
never was a king, except Aigc'ﬁ'-r
laus, who fuffered for having
made himfelf too much beloved.
It is a noble dominion, to reign
over every heart. Perfons of dif-
tinétion are more eager to amafs
riches, than to acquire’ friends.
Where is the perfon’ who' thinks
of gaining hearts " by effential
fervices; of feeking after,' ‘and
aflifting negle@ted “merit’;" “of
preparing-, in the heart of a
friend, an afylum for himfelf in
the feafon of difgrace? The
greater part of our acquifitions
are for others; this alone’is for
ourfelves. .

9 A purity
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A purity of morals is al{o ne-
ceffary in friendfhip, The r1fque
is too great jin uniting ourfelves
with;a perfon of an irregulas
conduét,

You fee clearly that all the-
virtues are eflential to perfed
friendfhip.—Retirement is pro=
per. to cultivate this {entiment.
Solitude is the friend of wifdom.
The habitation of peace and
truth is within ourfelves.—*¢ It
¢ is the mark of a well-formed
‘¢ mind,” fays one of the an-
cients, ‘¢ to know how to live
¢¢ well with one’s felf. How plea-
¢¢ fant is this {yftem of life, when
‘it is.thoroughly underftood,
s and fuc‘cefsfully purfued 1

poffefﬁon
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pofieflion of the whole thind ¢

in retirement, this {fentiment be-
comes more neceflary and lefs
divided. Moreover, we are ge=
nerally fuch to others as we are
to ourfelves. The wife know
how to eftablifh peace within
themfelves, and can communi=
cate it to others, Seneca fays;
¢¢ I have advanced fo far in im-
‘¢ provement, "that 1 have learnt
“to be a friend to myfelfi”
Whoever can live with them-
felves, may live with others.
Mild and gentle chara&ers diffufe
a foft charm over all that ap-
proach them. Retirement {ecures
innocence, and renders friendfhip
more requifite.  Some witnefs
of our condu& is neceflary, to

eftimate
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eftimate our good qualities, as
without fuch; we advance faintly
in the road of virtue. When you
efteem your friend to a certain
degree, you place all your glory
in his approbation. If you are
happy, you would divide your
happinefs with him: and indeed,
all valuable poffeflions become
infipid when unobferved.

I believe that extreme youth is
by no means fuited to the plea-
fures of perfe@ friendthip: we
fee many young perfons fancy,
~and call themfelves friends ; but
the bonds of their union are
pleafures, and pleafures are not
tics worthy of friendfhip. ““ You
‘¢ are at the age,” fays Sencca to
his friend, ““when the violent

E ¢¢ paflions
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¢¢ paffions are no more; enly the
¢ gentler ones remain :-——we ‘can
< now enjoy the noble pleafureiof
¢ friendthip.” rod
What' renders friendfhip -moft
certain and moft {olid, is virtuei;
abfence from the world; love of -
folitude; and purity of mannersi;
a life which reftores us to-wifdom
and to ourfelves; an elevated {pi-
rit‘(for there is a refinement and
dignity in perfe@ friendfhip, to
which minds of an ordmary level
can never rife) ; but, above allya
purity ‘of heart.. ' The qualities
of the heart are much more ne- -
ceflary than thofe of thewur-
derftanding. 'The underftanding
may amufe, but it is theheart
that attaches, Thofe who are
" influenced
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influenced by felf-lovey rare un-
‘worthy of itz they only think of*
taking fromthe fund of friendfhip,
whereas the virtuous are only de=~
firous of adding to it. - The ‘ava-=
ricious are uwnacquainted with a
fentiment fonoble. True friend=
fhipis liberal : ' avarice 'forms
an’unfurmountable obftacle ‘to
every virtue. .« ‘The fentiment of
avarice retards, or; to {peak more
properly, flifles every good incli=
nation.  There is not a virtue
which does not ‘exa& fomething‘
from its pofleflor'; but the ava-
ricious mind is always inclined to
drawoevery thing from others.
We muft 'give without a chance
of ‘return 3 we ‘muft rifque "the

E 2 danger
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danger of encountermg ingrati-
tude. Lok
There are ‘three f‘eéﬂ)’r];sf"iii'
friendthip ;—the beginning;'li}ﬂ’é
continuance, and the ‘end.” A§
the commencement of friend(hip
abounds with fentiments, 'aﬁfi'{"ﬁg'
a rifing amity is fupported by
fome' illufion—nothing “is’ pain-
ful in' thefe firft 'momeénts'sy afl
is pleafure: but it often‘"'}‘féfﬁl-
pens that fancy dies! away,~
and this energy of fentimen' ‘is
impaired by habitude. “The'ilt
lufion d1fappears, and we are re-
duced to call reafon to our fup-
port, a dry and cold counfeﬂor,
at beft. ‘”*"””’
Of our friendfhip, ‘as of our
“1dve,
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love, we fhould not be too la-
vith. There is a degree of al-
lowable ceconomy ; but how,is it
poffible to reftrain ourfelves in
the enjoyment of a pleafure that
has the  fan&ion of innocence?
However, as there is nothing in
life {o pleafing as a lively friend-
fhip, the parties fhould equalhly
co-operate towards the prefer-
vation of a ftate {o defirable;}
for happinefs is nothing more
than a . conftant - fucceflion of
pleé.ﬁng fenfations and agreeable
ideas. We feel the prefent—we
imagine the future. Friendfhip
fills - both  thefe periods, and
fupp-oéts both the {entiments.
To the prefent, fhe gives per-
gePtible délight; to the future,

E 3 the
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the brilliant vifions'of hope: but as
it has been'obferved; thatdlPfen-
fibility is'liable to decay,’and“that
the pureft hearts Cannot‘“éﬁgége
to preferve’always ' the quickh%’fs
of a'growing 'friendfhip ; they
may therefore be' fometimes ifi-
conftant, but never "unfaithfal.
The'vivacity of inclination fades
away, but’ the love of’dut‘yﬁi;é-_-
mains. * Such are’'ta 'be ‘piti%d,
for'they have loft ‘a’pleafing” fen-
timent.”" Why have we not ‘the
power of “infuring’it? * Let’ as
therefore’ give to friendfhip" the
more {6lid foundation of efteém,
whichjl built on' ‘the knowledge
of merit,’is not liable to chan‘é&
The Baffdage on the eyes' of love,
thould "be '‘ever 'removed’ frém
thofe
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thofe of friendfhip :, it is /her na-
ture to, be, quick-fighted, to exa~
ming  before, fhe forms. her en-
gagements, and; to attach herfelf
only, to perfonal merit ; for thofe
alone. are worthy .of her regard,
who poflefs. in themfelves a Juf’c
_t1tle to her affe&ion.

After, haying made a proper
(;h01gc, we muft be fteady ;.. not
efteem our friends with a variable
regard, but with an unfhaken at-
tachment ; for. when fenfibility
.would efcape, and  carry efteem
away with it, juftice thould in-
terfere (to. retain it. L We muft
notj allow ourfelves to pry into
the, defed@s iof our, friends ; ftill
lefs) to, fpeak of them. We thould
‘;efpe& Jfriendfhip but as fhe is
E 4 given
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given us as an afliftant to-wirtue,
and not as the companion: of vice:
We mauft caution : thofe: wel'se-
gard, . when .we ‘fee, them;dled

aftray ; if they refift, we muft for= -

-

tify ourfelves with that. firength;!

and authority which arife from
the prudence of wife counfel;
and the purity of thoneft inten-!

tions. , We fhould hazardeven:
the offending them,, by our sefo-.

lution in fpeaking truth: though
the terms of it fhould be foftened
according to the nature of. their,
neceflity 5 for few have ftrength of
mind fufficient to {ubmit to:that’

truth which is to reform thém.-

But while we blame them,in prisi
vate,  we muft, defend - themvin

pubhc, and not fuﬁer, if poflibley

their
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their ‘reputation 'to be doubt-
ful. i A

What then, it may be afked, i
the 'boundary”of friendthip? It
extends to the utmoft pale of re=
ligion 3 duty' and' honor are the
only ‘bounds which ought tocon~
fine'7it’y’ and there are many
things; 'which the delicacy of ho-
nor allows us not to execute” for
ourfelves,”which ‘are yet permit=
ted;'and even laudable, in 'the
{ervice of our friends.  Diogenes
ufed to fay, ““ When I borrow of
¢“'my friend, it is my own money
‘“'that'T afk ‘him for.” Such a
confidence is' the nobleft panegy—
ric'on ‘botly‘the parties.

Whatever your advantages may
be, in'‘the ‘articles of virtue, ta~

lents,
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lents, or; fortune;; they give you
no claim to an oﬁentatious‘-fupe_
riority. It has been made a quef-
tion, ifi:wermay entruft anether
with  thes{ecret of. our friend.
The cafe admits not of delibera=
tion ; a {ecret is a truft of which,
we cannot: difpole, ; becaufe. it is
not our ‘own. i+ ontlhg
It now remains to enquire,in
what manner we ought to icon-
duét - ourfelves: when. friendthip
begins | to- languifh. and: change.
As this union is formed between
- human beings, we muft make an
allowance for the failings of hu-
manity.c/Many: things muft be
overlooked on both fides, ; if we
with . torgive - permanency;f;to
friendfhip. The moft) vistuous
are
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are moft inclined to ' pardon—
¢ You will render your friend
¢ faithful,” fays one of the an-
cients,” ¢ in believing him to be
¢ fo. We give fome title to of=
“¢!fend, to that perfon whom we

¢¢ think capable of offence.”
Ordinary friendfhip is never
willing to confefs itlelf in the
wrong 3 ‘delicate friendfhip ‘im-
'putes every ' failing to herfelfs
happy in being able to fave our
friend from every painful fenfa-
tion, we would indulge him-in
the pleafure of forgiving us,7and
{fave him ' from the humiliating
neceflity of ‘afking pardon. ''But
for this-purpofe we muft be con=
nected with 'a noble {pirit, pof-
{efling refolution 'to bear the in=
{pection

P
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{pecion of its own failings, and
even . to aflume {uch,as;de not
belong to it.

If, your friend  ftands. in, m:cd
of being | guided .and govcm__c‘dv
for his ownadvantage,, you muft
preferve a gentle hand, and never
{fuffer him to feel his dependence,
Nothing is more at varianfé_g.\with‘
friendfhip, than thofe felf-fufhci-
ent chara&ers, who endeavour to
pry into your defeds, and delight
to.difplay them; fuch a difcovery
is a triumph to them, as it forti=
fies their {way, and encreafes your
dependence.. ./ Avoid every thing
that, igritates, and . in expoftula-
tions beware of ufing any afperity
of :language :. there are, terms. of
reproach which ought never to-be

admitted,
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admitted, 'fince ‘they' give “fuch
wounds to” the 'heart ‘as no' time
can clofe. |

From' the ‘'moment’ you' find
your ‘anger begin to kindle, have®
a' guard ‘upon yourfelf ; recolle&’
that “‘paflion’'always commits ‘a
trefpafs upon juftice.  But there’
are ‘fome, who' have no foorlér
committed one offence, than fhey*
perfevere ' to’ an “hundred, ' ‘and’
know not ‘where to ftop'; they
punifh you for faults which they'
themfelves have committed, and'
are incapable of forgivenefs: when
fuch™ have been deficient,” youw'
muft Hot fancy that you can con~
vince! them -of it; their under-
ftanding is the flave of their in-
juftice :—you muft not reproach

them;
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them; but if you'would punifh
them, and avenge your{elf "with
dignity, obferve a ftill-'greater
nicety of behaviour ; feeck ‘occa-
fions to fhew them kindnefsyias
it is your condu& which “fhould
reproach them, and not your dif=
courfe. b
However ingenious ' {elf-love
may be in concealing our failings
from us, ' there are’ moments fa<
cred to truth, in which fhe makes
herfelf vifible. « The kindnefs we
have ' fhewn' in  the feafon' of
friendfhip, muft be forgotten at
the time of fepafation; and thofe
who do not fecl themielves® paid
for their fervices by the pleafure
which:they have had in' petform-=
ing them, cannot be: faid to-have
given s
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given; they have only:lent;: or
fold. In fhorty we muft flydn
the purfuit of friendfthip, and the:
efteem of our friends; and not be
apprehentfivel of doing too muchs
If we are {o unfortunate as/ito
have -made an’ improper  choicey
we muft {upport it, and by!that
means! punifh ourfelves for lour
imprudence,-and for the rathnefs
of our attachment.  Difagree=
ments are difadvantageous. to,all
parties.  After having done all in
your power to prevent them;ras

it will often happen that you are
conne&ed with obftinate perfons,
who only {ce you through the me=
dium- of their own-perverfity; all
is-inefle@ual. - Nothing is more
diftrefling, than to encounter thofe
2 violent
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violent and inflammatory - cha«
racters, who have only juft un-
derflanding fufficient to defend
their own abfurdity ; whatever
fteps you putfue, you will receive
from them nothing but reproach.
Let it not be the obje& of your
ambition to reduce them to rea-
fon; but to fubdue yourfelf: you
muft retire; and let your inne-
cence tranquillize and confole
you.
Do not think, that when afe-
paration has taken place, you have
no further duties to fulfil ; here
begin the moft difficult of duties,
and -thofe: in which integrity
alone can fupport you:' refpe&
is due to paft friendfhip, call not
the world to be witnefs of your

3 quarrels,
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quarrels, and ~ never fpeak of
them but when you are forced to
it in your own juftification ; even
then, we ought not to aggravate
the failings of our faithlefs friend.
Itisan ill fight to the public, and
a difgraceful part to yourfelf, to
appear in open diffenfion. Re-
fle& that all eyes are upon you
—that your judges are all your
enemies, either from ignorance of
your real worth, or from envy, if
they are acquainted with it, or
from prejudice and natural ma-
lignity. Whatevér has been im-
parted to your confidence in the
feafon of friendfhip, muft never
be revealed ; remember that a fe-
cret is a debt of ancient friend-
thip, which you owe to ycurfelf.
: ' F In
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In thort, the duties which . you
difcharge in the feafon of friend-
thip, are for the perfon beloved ;
but after a rupture they .aresfor
yourfelf. In the {eaion of affee-
tion, we all know. how::to  .con-
du& ourfelves ; we need only to
follow our feelings:, but..avhen
this is. at an.end,. it-is the voice
of duty and reafon which .we
muft attend to and ohey.. .. .,
Few perfons know \b?oiw to.can-
dué& themfelves in anger ;. thege-
nerality preferve no mederation.
How melancholy is it to give lef-
fons upon fuch a misfortune—to
contemplate, amidft -the enjoy-
ments of friendfhip, the danger,of
their efcaping us |—neverthelefs,
we fhould refled that we are
threatened
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threatened with fuch a calamity,
and that the moft valuable friends
may pofiefs fuch difpofitions as
have a ftrong ‘tendency to pro-
duce diffenfion. We muft pafs
lightly over ideas of this kind, or
they would ruin the pleafures of
the moft perfe@ amity.

»“Some perfons think there are

‘no duties to difcharge beyond
the grave; very few are capable

of being friends to the dead : tho’
there is no funeral fo truly noble

as the tears and lamentations of
our friendss and the moft glo-
‘rious fepulchre is in their hearts:
neverthelefs, we are not to believe

that 'the 'tears which we  thed
through fenfibility, and frequent-
gy L ly
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ly from the bitter fenfe of our
own lofs; can acquit. us towards
them. There are duties thch
we_ftill owe to their name, their
reputation, and their family;
they muft live in our hearts by
tendernefls, in our memory. by
recolle&ion, in our dlfcour{e by
commendations, and in our con-
du@ by an imitation of, their
virtues. o o e g
If ’I have given precepts for
behaviour, - when thefe ties are
either broke or {lackened, I.am
by no means of opinion that we
ought to love our friend. as if e
were onc day to hate hl‘m , bmy
heart has never hﬁenedd o, the
dodirines of Machiayel, i ASET
2 ar

4
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far from conduéing itfelf By his
maxims. ‘Thefe who know me,
aré convinced, that in friendfhip
I have hardly the proper degree of
réfefve s never am'1 cautioneéd by
my own feelings to diftruft' my
friends': 'thofe who think after
the fafhion of the vilgar, confi-
der'me as a kind of dupe: T only
fave myfelf from the humiliation
of the chara&er, by rejoicing in
the “comfort “which it affords.
Thus the prudence from which
I have hitherto collected thefe
maxims, has not yet pafled into
my heart ; but cuftom, the world,
and my own experience, have but
too well inftru@ed ‘me, that in
friendfhip‘the belt acquired, and

F3 the
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the moft deferved, we muft trea~
{fure up a fund of conftancyiand,
virtue; to-be able te fupport:; the
lofs of it. g
It has-beenafked, if frlendﬂup i
can f{ubfift: between . perfons. of |
different fexes » This is indeed::
rare and difficult, but it is: the
kind<of -friendfhip 'whieh  affords:
the higheft delight; moft diffi-
cult, becaufe it requires. moft
virtue and circum{petion: Wo-'
men. who have only the com--
mon ideas: of love, are’ not wor--
thy of itz and' menwho enly feek:
in women the ordinary pleafures’
of the fex, without fuppofing that:
they ‘may poflefs qualities of 1the’
mind and heart more attra&ive
10- ‘ than
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than'thofe-of beauty 5 - fuchimen’
are not fornied for the friendﬂii{i
of which Tdpeak. - Letus there:
fore attach ourfelves by the tiés
of “wirtue arid of perfonal mefits
corinc&ions of this kind fone-
timits begin in''love, and termit
naté ' in ftiénd‘{'l&ip. When ' wo-'
mel are faithful to the virtue of
their fex, friendfhip being the re-
comperce of virtuous love, 'they
may flatter themfelves with ' the
hdpés’ of-it. - From the manner
in' which love is treated at this
time, it frequently terminates’ in
an’open quarrel, Mame being ge-
nerally the  punifthment of vice!
Wihien!'women oppofe their duty
to their affe@ion, and oifer you .
F 4 - - the
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the charms and. fentiments- of
friend(hip; when, mareover; you
difcover/in them thefameimerit
as in meny can you  dobetter
than conne& yourfelf with them?
It is certain, that of all-unions it
is the moft enchanting 3 ithere:is
always'a degree of vivacity, which
is not'to be found between«per-
fons of thefame {fex=~above all;the
failings that difunite, fuch.as en-
vy “or competition,! of whatever
nature ‘it may:beyois: not to:be
found in'this forc of conneion.
Wonien have the “misfortuné -of
not being able to depend:.ion
friendfhip with <cach’ others:the
multiplicity of theirfailings forms
an infurmountable impediment ;

they
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they unite:‘from rneceflity, ‘and
mever -frompinclination. To what
account;‘then; may they venture
to'turn that fund of fentiment
which ithey | pofiefs ? Thofe who
have denied ' themfelves. to love,
are:naturally led . into friend-
fhipy and ‘men are confiderable
gainers. «by ' this. meafure; for
when women have not exhauft-
ed the fenfibility of their hearts
by 'the paflions, their friend-
fhip' is peculiarly  interefting
and ‘tender ; for it muft be  con-
fefled (to’ the- glory, orto the
difgrace; of ~women) that they
alone:sare capable: of giving all
that 2 povgnancy to | {entiment,

which
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which 'they generally'‘give. s~
Meiy {peak” to' the undéiftand-
ing, women to! the heare, ' Moré-"
overy as mature fas placed” invis
fible attradions and tiks Bes:
tween perfons- of differént fex,
we find every preparation’ for
fr‘iend-ﬁaip. The works of na-
ture aré always the mof¥ p‘e'r:—'
fe&t' ; thofé' in' which fhe has
not the prinicipal fhare, are the
leaft engaging. In the friendt
fhip- of which' I fpeak, we feel
that it" is* her work ; thefe fe-
crét ties, thef& fy1npaines, this*
fweet inclination, which there’
is'no refifting ; all-are ‘comprized’
in it. A’ blefling o' défirable,

18

Rl
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is always the recompence of me-
rit 3. but /we ought to watch
over, ourfelves, - left - a - virtue
fhould change, imperceptibly in- -

to {paflion.

ESSAY
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VERY neceflary affiftance

has been given to men for

the improvement of their reafon,
and for their inftru&ion in the
great fcience of happinefs, in
every ftage of their lives. Cicero
has written a treatife on Old-
Age, to put them in a fituation
to extra& fome advantages from
a period,
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a period, in which every,. thing
feems to defert s on 2o
Attention is direé&ed toithe
improvement of men alone;ibut
as to.women, at all feafons.of life
theyﬁ are left to themfelvesz their
education is ;neglected intheir
youth; in the fequel they arelde-
>pnved of confolation and. fupport
for their old-age.
Thus the greateft part of wo-
nen live wi'ehout thoucht,: with-
Tou «felf’acxammatlon* in- youth
cthey are-vain and d1ﬁ1pated, mn
-did*age weak: and forfaken. . «We
Carrive 4t feach: {eafon, without
‘knbwmo clther how to condué
‘om'feli'cs “in ity or to emjoy ‘it
when'it iis"paft, we fec the ufe
we might have- made of it 3 but
’ as

-
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as regret is unprofitable when it
{erves not to reform wus, let us
turn 'to -ouri‘advantage ‘the time
that remains.: I fupport myfelf
by. myown refleGtions, and as
I approach: that ‘age when all
‘things: forfake. us, 1 with my
reafon to afford me 2 compenfa-
tion for.what I lofe.

All the world_has a dread of
old-age ; it is regarded as a {ca-
{on given yp to pain and. vexa-
tion, in which all pleafures dif-
appear. Every one lofes in ad=
vancing in life, and the women
more than the men. = As all their
merit confifts in exterior gfacesi
and astime deftroys them, they
. are left entirely deftitute ; for
there ar¢ very few women whofe

merit
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merit is more lafting than their
beauty. Let us try if it be not
poflible to replace it; and, fince
there is no blefling fo trivial that
it may not be turned to fome ad-
vantage in the hands of a dex-
trous perfon, let us endeavour
to render the feafon of old—age
profitable, by making it condu-
cive to our happinefs and perfec-
tion. ,

Let us examine the duties of
old-age; the refpe& and pro-
priety which are due to that pe-
riod : and let us enquire into the
advantages which may be drawn
from .it, that we may enjoy
them.: Life does not confift fo
‘much in the fpace of time, as in
the ufe we are able to make. of

it.
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€77 We thould lay down a plan,
and foliow it with exa&nefs’; for
to be ever changiiig our refolu-
tions and our cén’du&, is ‘man-~
ghng our exiftence.  We thort=
en it by our mﬁablhty, and
Iengthen it by an umformlty of

éo'ndu&

‘Thefe reﬂeéhons, my ' child,
which belong“to iy fituation ‘at
prefent, will’be one day your’s.
Prepare for yourfelf an happy
éld—‘agé, by a youth of innccence.
Recolle& that the pleafurable
age is but a flower, which you
will fee faded. The graces will
defert you, and health will dif-
'Lppear Old-age will come, and
de{‘croy the rofes in your cheeks.

Young as you are, that which
G travels
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travels with fuch rapidity,is not
far from.you. O R
We have, in growing-old, th@‘
common evils of humanity. |Ehe
infirmities of the body and .the
mind are attendants on advanced.
life. ' Old-age, fays ;Montaign,
imprefles more wrinkles on the mind,
than on the face. . The pailions
may. be faid to lie. in -wait. for
us during the whole: courfe of our,
lives. | There feem;to, be. ambuf~
cades of . them, through which we
muft neceflarily pafs.) From the
torrid; paffions, {ays Montaign, we
resreat tostbe temperate. o
- Melancholy  reflections  agel in,
the train.of -old-age, . . They dry
up- the. fources of joy and pléaq
fure. ! They make -us d,l.fgu{ied

‘ 9 with
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with the prefent, and dread the
future. They render us infenfible
to every thing but pain.

All thefé ‘misfortunes are com-
mon “to both fexes: but ‘there
are”fome which “are peculiar to
women./Ags there are different
charaders;" ‘there  are different
kinds of pdin to fuffer, and mea-
fures' to'purfue. 'Womnen are ei-
ther libertine or virtuous. Thefe
two chara&ers are varied with
infinite diferiminations, and there
are many fhades and degrees in
both. ' As to thofe, who ate born
without tendernefs or attra&ions,
and who have neither made’nor
received ! any ' impreflion ; ‘they
enjoy a'tranquillity and a regu~
lasity of life, and have lefs to

G2 lofe,
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lofe, as they advance m ears,

than thofe who are fufceptl JIeVof
}1 —“ J ')
fentiment, and calculated to in-
o1
{pire it, Neverthelefs, thefe‘ha e
1 ‘3\: 1,
many uneafinefles to fuﬂ'er, and
§ Iqi
imperfe@ions to ﬁruggle w1t]1

They ought to be on their guragd
againft melancholy.. We becoime

29%lsk
enemies to joy, which our intereft

thould lead us to Chel‘lﬂ’l m our;
felves, and which we oug ht not
to cenfure in others. But we ﬁ;\nf’c
et eb
chufe our pleafures, or rather our
amufements; what is allowable
and graceful at one age, is upbe-
commg at another. _
Avance is alfo one of ghe
Weakneg'es belonglng to the I’at-

01D pate
ter period of llfe. ”)dgevery

thing. fails, we with for fome-
thing
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thing to lean on ; and we attach
ourfelves to riches as our fupport.
Neverthelefs, if we could reafon
properly, we fhould fee that we
have no real occafion for thém,
and that we enfure more comfort
by ﬂaarmg them with ' others;
than by amaffing them for our-
fe_lv_es.

But Jet us return to women
of gaiety; they have moft to
lofe in growing old, and a more
diflicult part to a&. As there
are various forts of them,, fo
there are different kinds of con-
dud to obferve. For thofe who
have thown no difcretion, and
who have been unfaithful to the
prejudlces, and. to the virtues
of theu‘ fex, they lofe infinitely
: G 3 on
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on -the failure. of -pleafuses s ;for;
thefe being, the jonly ties;which;
united them.to, men,,theis;conk,
neéétion imuit-be diﬁbl‘vggl.mﬁgb
thofe who, have  known, bew, to;
refpe& . themfelves, (whe have,
been, able’ to join prebity and
friendfhip) to love ; thefejare fill
connedted. with| men by, the virs
tues of; fociety;; for, wirtuejalone,
has a, tight to wnite, us. Feely
ing charaéters have: more, to[uns
df:rgo? | Th_c,ﬁeagt é@?ﬁ‘BOtnS?iB
hauft itfelf like the, {enfesy, Atg
tachment, to our, duties.is often
followed, by a long and,; painful
fenfibility. .- Love | indemnifies
himfelf on the fentiments of, the
heart, foriwhat, the fenfgs have
refu&dcaf;}i@v The. . more, the

fentiments
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fentiments' “-are ' reftrained;y” ‘the
more ‘lively ‘they become! -
clination grows weaker iby‘*m
dulgence; " and’ the pailién s156f
wonien' wear ‘out like> thofe o6f
mén! In“fhort, there''is ii"*"ﬁéé
ri6d in'the lives © of > 'svoriien,
which’ becomes ‘a’ crifis. Teods
thé'condu@ which they obférve,
and! the ‘part’‘that they' take at
that time; which gives the’ laft
finifh"'to’“their ' reputation; ~and
upon’“which ‘depends’ the ires
poﬁe of ‘their whole lives:

“Women ' fupport 'themfelves in
yout‘h‘ by ‘a ¥ivacity! of confti-
tution] “which “hurrics thef 'to ‘fol
warde fueh” objedts'” as” gratify
E’h’eii; ’fenﬁ%s, ‘and’‘which <délic
vers thé?ﬁ‘tojthe pafiions, either
nomizast G 4 allowable

1}
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allowableo or forbiddemds ‘Ehe
noveltys ofiothe o fceneyidwhich
excites: and> nourifhes: théir beir-
riofity;. ° fupports i thémio a'Rer
thofeswho, have ' beauty: andsate=
tractions, 7 ithey  lenjoy:cathe rads
vantage | iof their - own.figure;
and: theimpreffionowhichbhey
makeconsothers.: v Their 1 felf¥
lovenis- always -gratified) by> what
they find in themfelves, andoby
the < affe@ion  which - 'they it
fpire. 1 1 g ioduin wnatioar
What!authorityds:more inftans
taneousjismore - {weet; ;and  'more
abfoluteyothan - thatiof beduty ?
Majeftyand | power /have:domis
niofisonly over reéxternalt objéds;
thav of ubeauty: reaches ! the foul:
There:is:chardly an) amiable wos
© man
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man that/hasinot enjoyed thefe
triumphs.onoMoreoveryy whatvoa
fund of amuféments does notithe-
defire of pleafing fupply ? Allithe!
appatatusyof igallantry, callowable
ina young operfony drefs, diver=
verfions yrall thefer pleafures:are
thel occupations of -a certain age.
What aétivity do:the paflions not
infpire?! Can we be agitated more
forcibly than'!by; their\ power?
The events of female life: depend:
on them, and great eftablifhments’
have often been the confequence
and: the: reward of :a fentiment.
- vAll thefe things are conneded
with leach: other 5 they relate  to:
the heart; and:conftitute anactive
and bufy: life; even for thofe: who.
have notimade an improper ufe-

of
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of theiriliberty. Allthisvanifhes
at ancaftes-period, when;lifiyowr
wifh toftry: the fenfibility of> cthe
heart;oyous find it alive> onlyiito
pain: d There comés a-feafon df
which youw muftlead a fort of 1ifé! s
fuitable/to .the decency and:dig=:
nityofiyopriage:: Youmuftgive
up 'all>thatriss calledolively splea=
fure:d1dt oftenchappens thaztyau
have loftall tafte for'amulementss:
they carrmo: longeriemploysyour
hourslyyou: »havcéévcm;l‘cﬂhxywrf i
realfriendsyoand-the time is' paft-
foriyou stol make -others:' ! The
eftate of sbeautyiis: love, and the:
recompence rof ' virtuous  doverds =
friendfhipesl Tand  yows arercvery
fortundte;>when zalb ryounobeft
years have procured you émnejer -
1l two
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two-ireal friends:, In fhort;iyou
quiteach deafon of life-as foon:as
you! begin; to: be racquainted-with
ity andyowenter quite a novice
into another. ‘Allexterioriobjeds
affordyouno: further fupport, or
are, prohibited-to’s you. - 'Within
yourfelf you ind nothing butin~
firmities,of ‘body, and melancholy,
refle@tions in,the mind, nothing
but:difguft.; “You muit break all
commercéswith -fentiment. .- We'
feel our ties:when: they ought to
beldiffolved.: -Devotion has been:
called the play-thing; but f«con=
fider it.as the ftaff of age'; it s
a . becoming fentiment, and-the:
only one neceflary. /The yoke of
religionisrndt:a ‘burden, but 2
{upport, 1oy Lo 2
But
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But let us proceed to the du-
ties of, old-age. ; In all ghcjea-
fons ,of life we haye dutigs. to
difcharge, both to others ‘and
to ourfelves, and  thofe anch
we owe, to others double as we
grow old. . When we can no
longer diffufe the charm of chear—
fulnefs  over; fociety, it has a
fironger claim on, us. for mtrm-
fic virtues. In youth s others will
attend, to you. | In old-age you
muft attend to others : participa-
tion. is expe&ed from us, and
our fallure is not forgiven. Wlth
our youth we lofe the pnwlege
of erring. It ismo longer per-
mltted us; to be in the wrong:
We have no longer that fedu-
cing;charm, and we are,gg&ged
with feverity. The firft graces of

~youth
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youtli have a Tuftre which covers
every thing. " The errors’in judg-
ment are pardonéd, and have'the
merit of ﬁ‘mplicity. '

In'growing old, we 'muft ob-
ferve, above all, propriety’in our
converfation ‘and ' in ‘our drefs.
Nothing 'is 'moré ridiculous than
making it appear, by ftudied or-
naments, that you with to recall
the departing graces. An'avowed
old-age is'leaft old. " The greateft
misfortune of women' 'who ' hive
been ‘lovely,' is" their forgettmg
that they ‘are' fo no more. '
© 'We ‘muft “alfo plan “out “for
ourfelvcs 'a “ fuitable mode’ of
life. TEU4¢7 ot livirig “as’'we
ought 0 live) lunder” the “dé-
minion of our paffions dnd fan-
tafies ; we only' live as becomes

us,



130 ESSAY 'ON
usy wheno'we ' live “aceording 1to
reafon. ©"Wieo'muft ' alfozipaylats
tention to our fociety, arndonly
unite with' perfons of fimilat:age
anth difpefitionso Shewsand:pubs
lic' places!ought toobe 1prohis:
bited, orat! leaft we:thould vifid
them but’rarely.” Nothing isslefs
decent,than to' difplay’ there a
countenance ‘which : hasi2loftaits
graces; When you' caniio longer:
adofiv thefe {cenes, Hitsis time o
quit “them. ' The advantages'of
underftanding <are cbut dll! fupa:
ported, when-contrafted with-the:
brillidncy of youths ! Pheyferve
but tor make’ you feel too! feverely
whatyow have /loft=! nothing
fuits 'us then “fo well Tag homes
our felf-love fuffers lefs there than
in other places. There are, how-
ever,



O:L D~vA: G Ei 111

everoallowable -amufementsjand.
allisthat isocalléd: ;pleafure issiot
forb1dden~ viot: : o1l

~»Letms~emmme what!we owe
toc rourfelves 3 7 our fentimerits
and'cour scondu& ought to; be
differént  from what it has been
ini-dur earlieft-years, = You owe
to the: world ) the obligations!,
of  politenefs ; ' but you: owe: to
yourfelf cfuch- {fentiments as-are.
allowable ‘and ;i_nngcent, from a

-----

.......

outfelme. .B; is ne.c:.eﬁér)f al&afofc
our;own.aeépofe;; -but it ought te
becqnﬁ]d_“ j-that there are.fens:
timents: from, whichi to. be:di-
vorced;| affe@s: the ~very. {ouls
You neiﬁher‘hlgﬁqnyntkﬁér priee;

o Spes 000w 1og oL
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nor the ufe which thould b'e»made
of them, till they are to'be’ gwen
up, In a more advanced age; the
tafte becomes more delicate upon
thofe points which wound, and
more exquiﬁte upon thofe which
pleafe. Love is the firft of plea-
fures, and the fweeteft of> errors;
but when youth has forfakeﬁ;jfoe,
the pains: double, and thei plea-“
fures diminifh.

What conftitutes the ‘misfor-
tune of a cértain feafon is, that we
wifh to preferve, and to carfyfenQ
timents into an age in which they
oughtnottoappear. Isthatthefault
of the feafon ? is it not rather our
own? Our manners make the mif-
fortune, not old-age. Every fea-
fon muft be a burden to thefe who

10 have
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have not within themfelves -the
powers of rendering life happy.
We muft with docility fubmit
ourfelves to the ‘pains of cut agey
and of our fituation. Natare
makes-‘a kind of agreement with:
men ; fhe only oives them life
upon conditions+' fhe gives us '
nothing as our property ; fhe does’
no-more than lend. We muft
not revolt at the natural progr«sfsi
of humanity. A philofopher who
had lived to'a hundred and feven'
years, was afked if he did not
find life tirefome ? He repliéd;- L
have no reafon to complain of my:
old-age, as I never made an-ill
ufe of my youth. When the mo-
rals-are pure and intiocent in ears
ly life, old-age is mild and-tran~

H quil.
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quil, g Itis thelong hahig.of vis-
tuc, which s the fupport and,conq
folation of apadyanced age, When
you haye, practifed this in yough,
you reap the;fruit.of it iaiﬁhe}kf}{é
feafon 5 butiwe aleribe torthat {ear
fon the, misfortunes, jwhich.ur
own irregulatitics| haye|brought
UPORNSy oyswls el e flelisdd
sorkhe wants, of, the heart arg
infinite, thofe; of nature are Jin
mited., .Happy .is jthat,0ld;age
in,which the heart;is ;devoted to
heaven., Devotion /is, 2 proper
{entiment for women, and begoms
ing. toboth fexcs., Qld-ngs, with
out;religion, is burdenfome. All
the exterior pleafurcs abandon us.
We.even, fly from curfelyess,The
beft of bleffings, health and youth,

103 S ©H arc

% oo & .
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aré’ vanifhed. “'“Thc‘ p:’fﬂ?fup lies
BU with T TegHer, “the’ lﬁefénf ¥
cap{e‘s' you; andehe future maked
yéuf “treéinble) DTHe  infidel' féed

3ﬁ318§ pieparcd for ' him?*' the
phi{ fdi)'her, otily antihilation. 9l
1UBehold thétermination’of the
AOT Beilliane! iR in’ the world 1
The laft a& is always tragical’;
but how" great the gain, to changc
the idea of "anmhllatton fot'! fha:t
oBcté’rdlt}‘I 1f e Tive'in a manHes
t6 ferider it blefed, hoi' béatitis
full“thie ’préfpe&”of‘ an etermfy
of BHE but' ‘the ‘gr eateﬁ‘ ﬁ'ii'e“ f
manKind Tuffer thelr”hfe 6" pafs
away Withoit athéught of alcérs
tah rﬁ%‘fﬁ‘éﬁ’?ﬁ&}ﬁtuattdn Who
wobld Beliéve ‘thit ‘thefe vefy
m’c’ﬁ’o‘wfh"(i ‘arefo ‘zéalous upon
¥ H:2 that
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that which regards ‘their glory
or their fortune, when tﬁe} thmk.
it in danger, are tranquﬂ an& in-
dolent concerning the knov?ledg

of their being; that they w111 Tk
fer themielves to be eﬁ‘emmate‘ly
led on to death, without ‘inforfn-
ing themf{elves whether vgha*t tihcy
have been told are chimeras or
truths ; that  they fh,ould'ti‘a,\'(él |
on their road, and f,éé”advéh;ci_r’;‘g
towards _them death;, eterhi;ty_;
and everlafting punifhments ‘and
rewards, without refle@ting ‘that
thefe great truths’ concern and
mtere{’c 1:hemP Can’ we, with~
out foreﬁght and withoft féar,
proceed to the ‘trial ‘of ‘{6 '@tcat
an event 2 This is,"n evlé’l‘?he-
lefs, the ftate in which the ge-
204 2 nerality-
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nerality of ‘men live; and for
thofe few who have taken  the
good or the bad fide, how, many
are _there:who never think of it?
For thofe who are fo happy as to-
be aﬁe&ed by rellglon, their piety
confoles them. It is alfo moft
~ eafy to, pradtife.

All the chains, that attach™us
to life are nearly broken. It
is ' the work of nature, more
than that of our reafon, to
detach us from it. . The ban-
dage of illufion is fallen, and we
fee things as they are, A know-
ledge of the world is dearly pur-
chafed, and thofe who are beﬁ
acquamted with it know, that it
is only good to take leave of.
| H 3 Subftan-
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Subftantial bleflings 5 dteqalsways
wanting. in this  déceitfal Iwonld,
a.nd wWe )Q”ftem ﬁndﬂ;ébadeﬁ@ént
even in;tranfient pleafutes: doWe
thall. -draw; mothingfe: valtable
fromthe world aswe fhallffom de-
votion. Shethas magysefourcesd
Refighation  issprequifiterndn
every.-périod -of clifesidut lithe
pradtice of sit is moft:neceflary fin
old-age, as weare fuftaining loffes
continually. Butias fentimentis
lefs lively, weniattach -ourfelves
lefs to thirigs:; Welimnuft; follow
natiire iiperceptibly, nowithont
revolting againft her. ;| She isshe
beft guide,we can haveo We live
but tolofe;and to.weari ourfelves

fromithe objeds . of sour regasd.
3.5) t.xjc B !I "VC
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Welmuft expé&’a'é}]ang@béﬁh 4n
idurfeldes amd i dtherspuadsen

1thiefes bedafibns wolthould Hew
“fich isdulgerce tolothiers! 48 We*
>wifhito receive diothe appeardfiée
-of wfimilar changé i ouifelves.
Buvsur loffesare- frequentlyito
souradvantage; Worthy!'minds
will ?xf'éjbieénﬁifn being freed/ from
‘the sifetters'lof! cvoluptuoufnefs.
‘We! arer to! blanie therefore [otir
miovals)'and tot our period of life,
for what we faffer: -We {hould
fabmit'mildly o the:laws of ‘otr
‘éonidition <1 weédare all made sto
grow weak, ! grow old aivd ‘to
dié.>"Nothing ds-more idle: thah
to frugeleagainft cheo effects vof
fimes1 1Helds aﬁﬁijﬂcfu’pé'i'idr@'in
2 W H 4 ftrength.
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firength. - In:youth weiall dive as
it were ~in-the- futures Life ds
{pent in defirey and to the future
we truft for-our joys and; repofe.
In old-age we muft feizethem
in. the inftant. -~ Montaign, faysy
that 'he tarns every.thing to.ad-
- vantage. 1L ifeel, fays:he;ias other
men do, but not quiteinfo tran~
fient|a manner. ' In -proportion
as life becomes  fhorter, I-would
encreafe my: velith for whatre-
mains. « I’'would: ftop the rapidi-
ty of its flight by the cagernefs
of my grafp. + We muft  fupport
old-age by every prop. -1, make
all, things eontribute to, my,-2id;
and, both, wifdom, and . folly will
have..enough -to do in aflifting
: ; me
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me with' their alternate good offi=
ces under thislatter period oflife.

Qne ~of ‘theduties>of: vlda
ape, is" the ‘management of 'timey
The!lefs that 'remains to usy'«the
morée valuable'we ought torcon=
fideriit.. " The time of Chriftians
is’the price with' which they puss
chafé eternity. Without wafting
ity thereforeyin the purfuitof vain
{ciences, which 'are above us; let
us'make the'proper ufeof our-fi~
tuation, and jultly eftimate’the
reach of our underftanding. © o7

1'Wearelefslimited inthearticleof
enjoyment; than in‘that of knéow=
ledget we have indeed ‘as‘much
light fas! it néceﬁ’ar& fandC prbper
f(ir din‘ ﬁell-bemg; ‘but we'en-

gage
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gage inithebvaimpurfuitiof niths
which were not :[defigned fob our,
apprehenfion ybutsbefare ave den-
tericinto inquiries: whichyioare
above ounreach, rwesoughthno
kriow: the; limits [ of>0urnunder-
ftanding.:fWhat is thelrale what
oughttonidetermine:lour: perfirdt-
fion?t Wemufbleatn g fepdtare
apinion drom real knowledgessité.
have:the ftrength-otoipaufe and o
doubt; wheéniwe {dew nothibg
clearly ; .and’torhave the refplud
tion wtoobear: therdgnorance of
truths: whrcjuﬁarﬂx beyond:: out
compreherfion. joBabitmqcheck
our: prefumption, and tp veakely
our contfidence; levusrefle@ghat
thcﬂcwbrpnﬂcvp’lesmf ougsknpwd
bas :nofaiqe bas nonidedgdp
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ledge,iour:seafom ads dur enfes,
are defidiengin fincerityyand very
apt 5o smifldadscis, noTheldenfes
averpoamty reafunpby durprize,
and: theaeafon deceives thenvdin
itstturniuBeholdiour two guides,
who Bothodead us! aftraydibRe-
fle@ionsidiken thefeslinfpirelsus
withq-difguftsofors/meré fpecus
Jative: (truths;:| let: uso theniems
ploy: s oursdimer!inioattainments
which o willl contribute toiour
happinefsiand perfeQion. ; /13l
io Thereds hardly anydgeywhich
has notcind itsi-difpofal arlcers
tain [oportion‘iof .bleflingsic=to
thelfirft petiod, belong:thedives
ly. pleafures of | therfenfess and
imagination 3 tothe{fecondythofe
of ambition and opirion; and to

the
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the laft, the-poﬁ’efﬁonn(ﬁ,}fn{gg{on
and tranquillity. ;> Sérenity sof
fouliis the moft neceffary@jfﬁgé‘
tion for . happinels., | When the
foul is not fhaken by a multitade
of fenfations/ it isin.a  better
ftate to make the 'moft ‘of thofe
bleflings which - prefent . them-
felves, and gains asrmuch) by the
improvement of 'its, relifh, as it
lofes- by the failure ofits ~ob,
je&s. -

It has been conﬁdered as the
duty of old-age to think of death.
T believe it!is ufefuli to, reﬂﬁ&
upon ity fot the reoulatlon of & oa;'
lives)) ar\d to detach, pur{elve.s
from -the iworld./ 'But, it.is not
neceffary: to have it always’ in
' contemphth'on,
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contemplation, to-aflli& us.* The
idea is7 affli®ing’ from the firft
opening ('of " the - {cene.’ " How
beautiful ' foeverthe drama, the
curtaift/maft fall. - "THe’ nobléft
livés ‘termindte in the!fame! Iﬁ_etnf-l
ner. 1A Mlittle ‘dultis thrown
overlis, and we afe plungedfiﬂiﬁo'
etermtyuwMontmgn does “net.
agree with 'me. | He would/sas;
ther *difarm dedth, by familiars
izing the mind’ to its terrofs,
“We ‘muft’hope that Heaven will:
fupport us'in’ ‘ouriclofing f’cen'.e'i
It fhould be our only aim’to en-
dage‘ its” protection, by a'life /of
innocenceand’ virtue. ‘'We fhould
4lfo “b# careful ‘net to fet oo
high' a'value on’life. ' It has al-

: : ' ways
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ways ‘attradions! fufficlent’ to 4Eo
tach as) Lt d? fiisfortues "éﬁdﬁ%’ﬁ'
too Teconeile It 1o’ its-Aofs 19K
phﬂof‘ophd' anfwered Tal7 e
hio afiead! hish . #-he fiodtdigdo
ftroy himfelfol You' Have o ofe0
ﬂe&ion‘ﬁiﬁén byl poiﬁifé)'f fo’maeh
importatice. 7/Great mien d6Pa6P
meafureclife: by the dtirationt i
point of 'tifie; but by itsproperd
tion of glory. 215 A regempl
death throws'a luftrerupon‘life ;
a weak-ore cdithendry' ! itro e
form® @ ‘comiylete’l judgmentiof
any one,’ w&‘fonght ozhave feew
hith i’&xhg ithe laft 19&r€01’3“ibm )
“Lifeisin #felf thorey aadwet
mﬁkézitiﬁmi}cff‘ Sb?}fﬁirqmihﬂ&
1rreg1ﬂafttl 57 THE ﬂao?ﬁ‘tﬁiiéi%ﬁ?
qxd‘(

?

L]
3
+
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exiftyywe live lefs for, .ontlelyes
than, for the, paflions; which tor-
ment ;4. ,5; Whogver | fubftrads
from, their exiftence theiportion
of ime callotted for| fleeps and
ather, neceflitiesy for|-the difors
dersof mind “?}nd bodysiomwill
difeavery;sthat dittle remains;to
us fos; happingfs 5, and jout of 2
long life,. we dhalljwith; dificulty,
extract fome years ofiity 1o o
- sltthas been {aid, we ought tofi
nith ourlives beforeour death, that
isto; fays our; prajeds. To finifk
ous life; dscto haye worn ont our
inclinatiog&qf fit; for with re-
{pect to our, projedls, as.longias
we divgwe.muftiamule, ourlelves
with hopes,/ and we ;exift; lefs

iy in
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in the prefent than w&r&
Life would befhett, i

not gwe it e&ﬁc“nt _
fays. Pafcal,~is ;ﬂf&er ouf aiin:
the paft and:the prefent @reiour
means 5 the future W
objed ’Phuwe W'
we hope to do fo.
however, - niake -ha&t;%o‘m
It is not wxfﬁ to fayy 1 falllive
to-morrow. -~ The' Philofophers
fay, Learn tbkhwe 5 and the Chrif-
trans;»lzégpenﬁ day how to die:
| Onc) ef tmww

The
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«The latter  feafori fets us  free
Asom the tyranny of - epinion.
19bly of living in the conceitof
‘gthers. | We . muft eftablifh our
\#eputations, ‘and . give ourfelygs
«an!hoporgble place in the ima-
gination of others 5 and we muft
«g¥en - be happy in" their ‘idea.
Such happinefs is' not real s==it
is not ourfelves we confult, but
others, - In a later period; we
‘zeturn to ourfelyes, and this. re-
tura -has. its fweets. . We begin
‘o confult and to confide in our-
Aelves.- ' We efcape from fortune
@nd: from illufion. Men have
;leﬁyt-b%maﬁve of deceiving
‘us.. ‘We ‘have learnt to know
' I them,



130 ESSAY loN
them, and to know ourlelves;/. to
profit fromrour-own faults, which
inftru@ /- us; asy; muchoiast thole
“of others. 1 We-begiri’ to fegjour
'error, in havmg fet forhigha:va-
lue upon&m@n»flOften* do ‘they
teach - us, ffo-our, coﬂ:, to"ipjﬂ@e
no dependence-uponladyr’ﬁilng.
Infidelity'’ d(fengéé’és~ 1us 5 “the
falﬁty of »hpleafurc Sundee ","") ‘

us. e --\u\.n_w A0, ¢8
Old-age delivers ws alfo from
thek‘{yfa‘nﬂy of thexpﬁﬁ'-lons, jand
‘convirices usy that thereis a con-
‘ﬁdemblewp-leafure Line dlfcouefrmg
that weian exift! without tbe:u
and Mﬁgb degres of d‘f.;hgﬁthﬁm
fecling’ ourflves. faperior«m t%gft
“controfil, -—R’Nitu-'re fu.pphee aus

- with
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with ‘taftes “and defires ‘conform-
able to 6 prefent firuation. ' In
)fouth We ‘conceive a: falferidea
of" olﬁ»age sthefe ‘ate fears which
w‘g contrad® otitfelves; | Tt is not
fafure ‘that ~mfp1res ‘them,’ be=
canfe, during the period we are in;
we'dréad’ the: “paflions of another
P(?rléd whichisa ﬁranger toruss ¥
~'Nature'is full of admirablé re~
fources=-fhe " condués” and’ go=
verns 'us almoft  witheut' ‘our
knowing* it, and has:the* art“of
aﬁiihﬁg' us “under’ every’ mcon—
vénienee, ° Deprrv'atrons are: no
lotiger 'felt, ” when' defire ' is- ex~"
'cmgiﬁlﬂxéd?l All‘our:inclinations
pafs’ awdy," ‘éver ‘o that of life
ltfelf Ftids o’ be wifthed “that

I2 all



all the pafﬁons ﬂmuld e:’épge‘bg—
fore us——this is to havé’ En?ﬂaad
our life before we . diei” “In' t %h
{feafon, ;eafon 1 rgﬁore& “rb o)

She refumes’ all her rlght ‘éf

begln 1o live,| Wh’e'“ TWe Iq“«f-é'{

to obey hg;:-r for fh@}fof whofe
fhoughts”, Who“ﬁ; }wpﬁ;;, {ﬁd ‘;Tw
whofe: ;eﬁfqn,, is at ghﬁ mé iffii_:
fortune, aﬁd of their own

tafies, they cai affyre “thergfefyé§
of nothing, havmg notfung for,
fhely ﬁlppéft.} It is nfel nfclaol’y’
to arrive at the end’ 2 hfe with-
qut ‘having fnade any provd_,ioxi of
real b}éﬂjf;ggb“fhlch nevéi*‘“ cé’}i"A
Neverthbléf?, men. cxﬁﬁfo rt‘ﬁ«am-

asT ™

felves %ntif@l?" in arﬁaﬁiﬁgf'{

e

poffefﬁpns ‘e they muﬂ;* r’x‘etélf—
= farily
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fanly lofe, Without reﬂe&mg that
thqfe perx{hable commodltles de
th belong to us, E—Xperlence is
alfo one. of the advantages 6? tile
laf’c feafon._ We arc 1n{’cru&ed by
the. paf’c——-even our errors reforrr};
and reftore to us owur reaﬁ)n,
wh1ch is feldom preferyed in prof-— -
perlty, for. thofe perfons, ~who
have been always happy, have
feldom deferved to be fo. But
there are. troubIes that arife from
fortune and from chance, and
others, which flow from 1rregu-
larltx of morals. Thefe corrupt
the mmd and deﬁroy the health

for_ the fc uel of an irtegular
yoruth isa mlferable bld-age, and
freqﬁeutly We emp1oy the firft

I3 part
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part of our lives to render the
remainder of them wretched. . -,
The {lavery of the pafiions is a
kind of imprifonment,, in. which
the{oul isimpaired and weakened.
When we aredelivered fromthem,
the foul enlarges and expands. ' At
a certain age; we areno)longerito
be enfnared by the pleafuresof the
imagination: We know how de-
ceitful they:are, ;and that all the
paffions promife more,than.they
give. ‘Thofe which ate only fup-
ported by illufion, are'mifplaced
and odious ata certain age, Ams
bition,  extended too far; degene-
rates into folly ; and.loye, by dif=
playing. itfelf to public view,, be-
comes the  objec of ridicule,
e
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There, comes;i:a feafon 'in our
lives; which +is ifacred. to truth.:
—whichis; deftined .to - make
things-appear:according;. to their
juftivalue:» Youth, and the paf-
fions,  give afalfe colouring to
every;thing=—we are then reftor-.
ed to pleafures of genuine ﬁrn'-
plicity —we ‘begin to confult
and - to rely on our own fenti=
ments concerning happinefs. We.
muft in. fome «degree, acc{ommq—
date ourfelves to: the cuftoms of
life=but we' thould. not furren-
der to them either our liberty or_
our judgment.

Nothingis more glorious than to-
make an honourable retreat, and
to fecure to ourfelves an interval of

I4 leifure
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leifuré bétween life and dearh.
Death, fays Monitaign, is o' fotial
bufinefs, but the a& of an indivi=-
dual. In old-age, we ought rathér’
to be ‘avaricious than prédig'ilfbf
our fociety. It has been faid -ofa’
ran, -that ‘he took the ‘counfel
of his old—age, and retired. <We
owe the firft and the fecond fea<|
fon to our country,’ andthe laft:
to ourfelves To live “in ¢ ‘per=:
petual ‘employment,”3s to travel’
rapidly through life. - Trimquil—
hty“lehgth‘ens our exifténce. “The'
world ‘freéalsais from ourlelves and’
folitude reftores us.~~The world
1§ compo&d of a’herd, vihichoate
ever flying from- themfelves. - So=
litude, fays an exalted charader,
is
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~ is the infirmary of fouls{ zetire
then within yourfelf; but pvtpar&
for ‘yourfelf a good receptivtii
Unite the oppefité fentimerits ‘of
fhatiie and refped; and; difeardd
ingthe littlenefs lof (elf-dovey
leart t6' i}evefence yeﬁ.'xr own chiaa
sel. vid; e megbivaon. odiigd
i ’»llhe»géﬁe@al ipradtice is quite
the reverfe; but how mielancholy
£6-retair this felflove, ard 6 feg
aiitfelves dying every inftane | fe
is effential to our *int'ereﬁ;"»‘?td
wean ‘ouflelves from this felf-
ithi| affedion, to-break part of
thele fetters,  and -make ‘at léufk
fome ddvancestowards freedom—c
to-cloferevery avenue that might
eendué’é us back into the wortldy
and
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and not even caft a-look towards
it. - O happy exiftencey:which
finds itfelf delivered: from- every
{pecies of flavery ! in which;weires
linquifh all, things~not from a
tranfitory difguft, |but from.a
corifirmed . judgment,: fupported -
by the convi&%on of the {mall
value of things,in general.. It is
this knowledge which reconciles
us_ with wifdom, which,; makes
old:age- palatable to, us, if-I may
hazard fuch -an expreflion. , .
It belongs only to liberal fouls
to make a proper eftimate of life
and death—{uch alone as are full
of refources can extract enjoyment
from thefe;declining years, Weak
minds endure 'them:; but minds

of
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of {uperior ftrength convert them
to advantage. It has been faid,
that there’ was no dpetacle more
worthy of a God, than a virtuous
man ' ftruggling with adverfity..
We may fay the fame thing of a
man abandoned to himfelf, ftrug~.
gling with old-age, infirmity,
and-death. In fetirement, which
is: the afylum of  age,: we en-
joy an-uninterrupted calm.  In-"
nocent: days bring. with them
nights of :tranquillity, and while
you aflociate with the dead; they
inftru&; dire&, and: confole you
~thefe are certain and conftant.
friends; devoid of caprice or jea-"
loufy. In fhort, it has been faid,
that"the- moft pleafing period in

S 2 the



2D ESSAY ON
the life of man is the clofe of
gt ndud sed 1T ol R
“As we advanhce; we learn ilf&
to fubmit ourfelves to thc laWs
of neceflity : that free- Wlll fo
ﬁrong and unruly, becomes \VBZ.kg
and' is infenfibly extinguifhed.
We have too often’ proved, that
refiftanceds ineffe@ual, and leaves
us nothing ‘but. the dithoner: of
unfuccefsful rebellion. We often’
wifh for what is contrary to our
intereft, and it frequently hap-
pens; that what we have fuppofed
prejudicialy turns, out to our
advantage. - We no longer know
what we ought to wifh for.” We
have no longer the I’crength to
defite, . We find it much eafier

to

-
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to fubmit, than to change’ the
order of the world. Internal
peace ‘does not refide -in the
fenfes, but in the will.. It is pre-
ferved in the midf of dffliction,
4s long as the will remains firm
and fubmiffive, . Our peace daes
not confift o much in an’iex~
émption from fuffenngs, as: inia
mild, refignation under them: We
ought-to confider every poﬁ't:[‘
fion, which is out of ourireach,
as ﬁrahgei‘s to us, It isifrom
rcgardmg things as our due and
property, that we fuffer by their
depnvatlon. ImPoﬂiblhty alone,
can ﬁx the' 1mag1nat10n of man.
Perfons of judgmentemploy them-
{'elves in confidering the limits

g 9 . which
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whichrare prefcribed. by dreafon
andnatures 10w 243 lo 19010
““Infhort, all thingsareat peace,
whenthey.are’in their niatural or-
der.>The foul of man can'repofe
only in the ‘bofom Jof - hisGod.
When we refign ourfelves'to-his
guidance, refignation and:regula-
rity reftore us to'that peacowhich
our refiftance had deéprived:us of.
The only fecure afylum for! man;
isin the love and in the' fear of
hisCreatot. .c; o s1oqnasiit
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