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How many of you listeners, I wonder, would join in a eomolaint I've received
recently from a da scouraged listener? This woman writes: ":?hen you began talking
fcoat modernizing houses I was very much interested. My house is badly in need of
bprovements inside But I haven't much money to spend. The first thing I heard
las how we could add on rooms or move the stairway somewhere else or build another
chimney or cut m a window for more light. Now, I haven't the cash to soare for
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bf t0 h6lp thi3 liste^. So I went to various special-

I letter y;f;^
ePartrUent f A^ic^ture and asked for suggestions. They told me

KLh ^ ^ °ne
° f many Wh° feel the need of imprcn-ing the interiorbp* of their nouses,- the walls, ceilings, floors, and wood trim. It seems thatL 14^000^ ^ thG United StatSS apartment of Agriculture in 1934,fcotrt 146,000 home owners said the first thing they would like to do if they couldget the money would be to fix up or renew their .alls, ceilings an a floors!
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Paint and varnish are probably the easiest and cheapest fresheners to use.

lekfLfreli.
1116 t

,° f XL t0 5° °Ver the 6ntire interi0^ surface of the room

^IrlvTr
P need

,

ed
* ^ °nly a Sma11 area of Plastered wall or ceiling

«°o h nT ool
w"ould *° the work herself with ready-mixed plaster and a

billed workm™ Lt tl Z**
7 mch Plastering to done, it is better to employ

i bu.cn as one of the wall-boards.

kes-an^i^rB^Hi^
6 painted walls bec^se they make a good background for pic-

kisSLs in fZVIT' ^ C °l0r Can be readUy chanSed t0 SO with different
tc dean Sd mSp ^

kltcher
\ Specially, a light washable painted surface is easy

K^vSy
"°°m

,\
1Sht Cheerf^- ^ white is rather glaring, b^t

.
^ory, buff, nght yellow and light green are good kitchen colors.

Uty of

e

ii!hi
in

fi
Sh0Uld

-

06 as USh* as or even lighter than the walls, to reflect

Nerwith a .LI iT*"
the/00m

* In a Papered room, a white or cream ceilingsmall all-over design is a good choice. The aoDarent height of rooms
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„ith very high ceilings can "be lowered by using a molding about two feet from the

{OB of the -.vail and papering or painting the part above it to match the ceiling,

ihile the lower wall is a few shades darker.

Look next at the wood trim- that is, the window frames and sills, sashes,

luoor frames, doors and baseboards. Window sashes are usually painted to harmonize

nth the room, and a little touching up is doubtless needed. Broken lights are not

difficult to replace. Measure for them all the way back of the putty or molding

that holds them in,

If the wood used for the frames and sills and also the doors in the room is

leantiful in itself, all it needs is prohably a good rubbing with furniture polish
or uax, or one or two coats of clear varnish. If it is very ugly in color or marred
In any way, perhaps the best thing to do would be to paint it white or ivory. There

^

wnething very attractive about white woodwork, whether the walls are painted or

apered. It is appropriate in any room,- even a living-room or dining-room. Paint
oe radiator to match either the walls or the woodwork, making it as inconspicuous
s possible.

The hardware, such as catches, hinges, and handles on windows, doors, closets-
uitch plates and light fixtures, may need a little attention. Brass hardware often
ields surprisingly to a good cleaning fluid and a little elbow grease. It may pay
freshen a room by buying a few new fixtures. Or, if the woodwork is painted

site, shabby hardware may be painted too.

—en it comes to floors, what can be done depends entirely on their condition,
ffooth, tight, well-finished floors may need only waxing or oiling. Floors streaked
fith splinters or deep grooves should be sanded smooth. Where old carpets have been

in up, tacks must be painstakingly pulled out, cracks filled, the floor leveled
17 using a plane, and the wood then scrubbed clean with hot soapsuds. Stains may
ften he bleached out with oxalic acid. (This acid is a poison. Use it carefully
lad keep it away from children.)

—en the floor is thoroughly dry you can stain or varnish it, or oil it, or
aint it like a new floor. After the first coat of finish has been applied and
dlowed to dry is the time to fill up the cracks and holes with filler colored to
atch the floor. A good filler consists of genuine whiting and linseed oil putty
-staining about 10 percent of dry white lead, and coloring matter to match the
par.

A slightly worn varnished floor can be rubbed with a cloth dampened with lin-
wea oil, or the old finish may be removed entirely and the floor revarnished.

^
Paint does not wear as well as other floor finishes, but it is easy to clean

^repaint. I know a woman who brightened up the bed-rooms in an old cottage by
"ting all the floors to go with the draperies and bedspreads. One room was
ow, another amethyst, another deep rose, and the fourth, jade green. With home-
rag rugs and simple furnishings the effect was delightful.
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