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Subjects ZEscnrt of Shinving,

Personnel interrogestod:

Commender MIZUTANI, Ketzuji, IJN (Reserve) was
commnissioned in the Navy after civilian experience es chief
officer end master nf NYK ships., His entire duty durineg World
War II wes svent in command of navel escort vessels,

Where interviewed: Meiji Puilding,
Interrogetnry Coaptain Steedmen Teller, U.S.N,
Interpreter: Lt(je) R. P, Brown, U.S.N.R,
allied Officers Present:  None,

SUMM.\R

Commender MIZUT: NI while commandinege 2n escort vessel in
convey experienced two day long carrier airereft ettescks on
convoys at sea, One occured west ~f SAIPAN on 12 June, 1944
and the other northwest ~f CHICHI JIMA in August, 1944, He

alsc was prescnt at INOWASE durine the susteined cerrier air
attack on that HONSHU port 27 July, 1945,

A successful midnisht submarine atteck ~n en
important convoy off PALAU nn 1 May 1944 is described 1n
detail, Commander MIZUTANI cleims to have sunk ~ne american
submarine after it mede a successful attack on 2 small c-nvoy,
He hed grnd reenllection of details and appeered to be very

careful in answering questicns accurstely. He sveaks fair
English,

REST :IDTED

469 — 1




RESTRICTED

TRANSCRIPT

Trenacript ~f Interrogsation cof (Commander MIZUTANI, Katsuji, IJN
Reserve )
Qe What experience did you heve with aircraft or submarine

attacks while in command ~f coastal destroyer #4 between

- april 1944 and Februery 1949, |

A, On 11 June 194<, the day before your preliminary bombing

and bombardment of SAIPAN began, a convoy of 12 ships
znd 10 escorte left TANOPAG harbor for JAPAN, The
convoey consisted of small freighters and one large one of
7,000 tons, The escorts were all small except for the
torpedo boat CHIDORI, whnse captain commanded the convoy,
_and my coastal destroyer #4, after sailing fron SAIPAN
we received word that en air atteck from a carrier Task
‘Ferce was exvected and consequently headed west, On 12
June about 0930 (Tokyo Time) the first wave of carrier

. planes began attacks which were te last practically all

-day. This first weve consisted of about 35 planes and

‘concentrated on the merchant ships, Seven of the twelve
were damaged and. left burning. The second attack wave
followed about two and ~ne half hours later and concentrated
on the, escorts;, strafine heavily. The CHIDORI was sunk
and crastal desteoyer #4 was severely damaged by the
strafine. One hundred men, about helf my crew, were
either killed or wounded, One other escort vesscl was
‘heavily damaged by strafing and all escort vessels suffered
some damage., At each attack the convoy took individusal
evasive acticn and conscquently dispersed over the‘*arce,
The thtrd and last wave struck us about 1500 and again
concentrated on the merchant ships,. o All those ships
except one werc stopped as resuwlt of previous damage or

~ the third wave, After this attack the weather became
gqually end the convoy separated further, I heeded first
for OKINAWA: then north. - Next mornine #4 coastal destroyer
“wzs 2lone and the weather was still bad so I returned
to the erea to .sezarch for survivors, Durineg the next
3 deys I lnoked for other ships »f econvoy and then
returned to JAPAN, I leerned from other officers and
reports on my return that all the remaining naval
ships reached JAPAT bat only twc or three of the rricinel
12 merchant 'ships' reached port, They must hav -sunk in the
- rough weather due to damage received in the attacks.

- I had another experience with carrier plane attacks at
the time crrisers and destroyers bombarded CHICEL JIMA
and I70 JIMA in Ausust 1944, A convoy of § small merchant

. ships, about 2,000 tons each and escort had just arrived at
‘CEICHI JIMa carrying reenforcement troors for bnth islands.
We were.esnchored in FUTAMI harbor unleading trcops when
word came by CHICHI JIMA radis that American fleet units

'~ were closing IWO JIMA, We wanted to+sail that day but

"1t was decided t» unload all the troops so we sailed the
next morning at 0530 (Tolkyo Time). A total of 6 merchant
ships were ‘escorted by the destroyers,MQTSU'(Vice.Admiral
TrKAHASHZI commendingz the escort and convoy), HATAKAZE,
cnastal destroyers No, 4 and No, 12 and ssihchaser #51 of
the SCS 51 class, Wr stmered northwestward in a conrect
formation., Vice Admiral TAKAHASHI alwave insisted on a close
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Transcript of I_ter:cgation.df (Commender MIZUTANI, Katsuji, IJN,
SR SaChRt T Reserve)

formation when air attack wae expected and would not

~permit individual maneuvers to scatter the convry as
other commanders had done, The total number of 25mm
guna in the cornvoy wezs ebrut 140 80 we had goocd close
in defense,: '

At about 0930 the first waeve of 50 carrier plasnes arrived,
The convoy whe closed up and upon approach of plenes
chaneed course to the west, Attack was concentrated on
the merchant ships, ,the MATSU and HATAKAZE, The only
> 8ericus damage was the HATAKAZE'S Tudder being put out of

commission, There were.a few casualties and only near
mismeés from bombs, I esetimate we shot down 2 or 3 planes,
the second attack cccurred at 1100, I nbserved only one
direct - bomb hit on a merchant ship and this did not slow
her, . Strafing caused heavy casualtiés on MATSU, HATAKAZE
and #12 coastal deptroyer. The third wave attack arrived

. at 1400 and consisted mostly of torpedo attacks on the

~ merchantmen, All of these were hit, 5.being sunk irmediately
with an average of 1 or 2 hits each and the sixth sustaining
damage and caught fire, Iic bomb hits were seen a2lthouch
a few were dropped. The torpedo attack came from all
directions and I believe 2 nr 3 planes were shot down,
(Refer to plate — 1 ) & -

The weather became worse about 1800 and Vice Admiral
TAKAHASHEI ordered rescue operations, My ship, #%4
crastel destroyer, was ordered to standby the nne
surviving merchentman and we .proceeded westward slowly,
Numbers 12 and 51 escorts evidently misunderstood simeals
in the bad weather and stood away to:the nortr-:rd, eventually
reaching port aafelyr.,ix ab&ﬁt 1930 or 2000 I received
a radie messege from .the Mﬂﬂﬂﬁ“ﬁh&tLBhe was being attacked
by 4 cruisers and 6 destrcyers, She was on a southerly
courese at this time, The HATAKAZE had lagged behind,
perhaps on account of her dameged Pudder, I learned

~ later from $ne of her officers that they could see the
csuntire of the fight. between the MATSU and American ships
but were out of pun range., Shortly afterward the last
merchantman-sank-about 2100 due t5 ‘damage received and the
rouch sea, About 2300 MATSU sent another radio message
saying that she was again beins attacked. This message
was broken off. before completion and the destroyer was not
heard from again, There were no survivors, The destroyer
HATAKAZE was still scparated from MATSU at this time 2nd
turned north, reaching JAPAN safely.

I hed %ne other éxperipnce‘with'carrier aircraft attack, this

time in the southérn HONSHU'port of INOWASE, The attack

occurred on 27 July, 1945 beginninge abput 0600 and lasting

all day, Dive bombing, ronckets 2nd strafine were employed,

I know of the follewing damasre to ships?

KOMAHASEI « 0ld merchant ships converted to submarine tepdar
aground afier bein~ demaged forward by rockets,

No, 45 coast escort vessel - heavy damacsc just forward of
bridge where 4 or 5 rocket 2nd btomd hite nearly
severed the hull, Aground
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Irenscript of Interrogation of (Commander MIZUTANI, Katsuji,
IJN, Reserve)

Noeo 14 coast escort vessel — near miss by rockets ncar bow,
- meny holee in hull, Aground

No. 18 BANSHU MARU ~ (0ld ship) sunk -

There probably was other dame~e to tankers and ~mall

craft but many escaped by beins hidden under trees close
to shore,

Qo From your experience with rockets and dive bombing which
dn you consider most effective against shipping?

Ae  From the little I saw of rockets I would say they are more
effective, They appear to be more accurate and even the misses
are not far from the target so they also do damage, The
fiery effect of the rackets 2lso disturbe the gunners aim,

On the other hand a plane delivering rockets in a shallow
dive is easier for anti-aircraft machine puns tn hit then
a dive bomber,. | e

Were your convnys attacked by multi-engined aircraft or
by any aircraft at night?

A, During November and December 1944 I made several convoy
trips tetween TATEYAMA and OHICHI JIMA, arriving off the
northern island KITANO JIMA ahodt 2300 (Tolkyn Time) and at
CEICHI JIMa at sunrise., We would remain at the latter place
unloading during the day and leave for JAPAN at sunset.

While in the barber nmy convoys were attacked on four occai~sions
by four-engine bombers in formation of 5 to 10 planes, They
tombed from about 1500 meters in salve but made no hits, The
ships were instructed not to fire at them, We relied on

the shore based anti-aircreft vatteries for protectiocn at
CHICHI JIMA, .

In the vicinity of KITANO JIMA I was attscked twice at
night by a single roncket plane with no hits - lamege,

Qe Do you remember details of any submarine attack on your
convoy? |

A, Yes, On 1 May, 1944 a econvey of four large ships and four
escort vessels was leavine PALAU after the ships had un-—
loaded troopes and supplies, The convoy was 395 miles northe
west nf PALAW cn courme 296° vhen 2bout midnight a submarine
torpeds attack damaged the two ships in the port column,
The leading ship MIIKE MARU, an ex N.Y,K., liner of 12,000
tons, was hit in engine room end stooped. The ASOZAN MARU,
ex~MITSUI liner 9,000 tons, was hit on pert bow and alsn
stooped (refer t» Plate - 2). The destroyer HATAZAZE with
the two undamezed ships returned to PALAU and ordered the
chest defense vessels #4, MANJU and KASADO to remain with
the two demaged ships, In spite of this protection about two
hours later a second tormedo attack was made and the MIIEE
VARU was hit ~n the starborord bow near the sun, The ammunitieon
for the gun caucht fire and the resultine fire burned for
two or three days until she sank, The ASOZAN MARU made re.
pairs in about four hours and, accompanied by #4 coast de—
fense vessel, reached XOSSOL Roads where she made further re-
pairs befrre returning to JAPAN,
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Transcript of Intéfragation of (Commender MIZUTANT, Katsuji,
=4 IJN, Reserve)

Qe Did you sink any American submarines during your escort
duty? s rhae 4
A,. .1 consider-only "ne ettack successful, In Jenuary 1945,

.., about 8 miles northeast of an island located at approximately
Latitude 30” North, Longitude 140°30t East I was convoying
three small ships (Refer to Plate - 3) a submarine made an
attack from the starboard beam of the convey and sank the
last ship, I turned to »ort and attacked the snbmarine
with depth charges bringing up much oil which I watched
for 6 hours., Then a subchaser relieved me and. observed
mich oil continue to come up frem the same spot for 24
hours. I believe the submarine was sunk, .
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Commander MIZUTANI, Katsuji,
IJN._Reaerve)

|- ..
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Transcript of Interrogation of (

NATSU - 412 Becrrt
<O(F) -0
(v.Ad, TAKAHASEI
" Tl -0 -0
. _Westerly Course 0 ~0 -0
5 0 . one bomb hit
%51 SCS ' at 1100
' -0 ' ) R ¢ I
HATAKAZE #4 Escor?

Comdr. MIZUTANI)

Convaey formeticn during carrier air s%vacks at 0930 and 1100

in august 1944 Northwest of CHICHI dIMa,

MATSU #12 Escort
-A S ~& S
y Westerly Course
G b s -0 d
#51 SCS
~X B ~A S
J,J’T | Ve
o ~0 =0
- HATAVAZE ¥4 Escort
Heaviest

torpedo attack

Convoy formation during carrier sircraft torpedo and bombing
attack at 1400 the same day

S .. vessel sunk by torpedoes
d o~ vessel damacge Uy tornedoes

Plate - 1 -
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[RANSCRIPT of Interrogation (CQmmandéf,MIZUTANI¢25a§e§u114_l.£,ﬂ.l. g

—_—u—-“—ﬂ-—l—uu-—'-ﬂ

g _Torpedoes
#4 Escort ~" of 1lst attack(Midpight)
O~ ,,x”/f O0-(Flagship)
(Comdr. MIZUTANI).— HATAKAZE‘////f’
g - d(s)~
0- . 0=
ASOZAN MARU MIIKE MARU ;
9,000 Tons (MITSUI) 12,000 Tons(NyK)
Course g
090°

o b i‘ i b
NOTO MARU ¢
9,000 Tons(NyK) 9,090 Tons (0SK)

O- " 0=

KASADO MANJU
Escort Escort

d(s) - vessel damaged, eventually sunka
d - vessel danared

Submarine torpedo attack about midnight 1 - 2 May 1944 in position
15 miles northeast of PALAU.

Northerly Course

f"'ﬁu

g 3

| =
#54 () () () | () #4 Coast
Coast 1,200 Tons 1,200 Tons \ * defense
defense F .. (Comdr. MIZUTANT)

T - I

A s - \' S ° S ®
s (x) “ \
500 tons Y
S - vessel sunk

.Sub Chaser

UNITED STATES submarine attack a convay 8 miles North East of is- ’
land in approximate position 30° N, 140~ - 30 E in January 1945.
submarine believed to have been sunk by #4 coast defense vessel,
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MATSU W, 5

= =

(V.AD. TAKAHASHI )

<3 <J <]
CONVOY FORMATION
WESTERLY
- > DURING CARRIER AIR ATTACKS
COURSE %5 - — —
SCS AT 0930 AND 1I00 4 AUGUST
ONE BOMB
HIT AT 1100 1944 NORTH WEST OF
<3 *o CHICHI JIMA
HATAKAZE 4 ESCORT
(CMDR. MIZUTANI)
MATSU *Iz ESCORT
>
<8 I8 CONVOY FORMATION
WESTERLY DURING CARRIER AIRCRAFT
-—fm < <D
Noa TORPEDO AND BOMBING
COURSE

<JS
HEAVIEST/‘
TORPEDO ATTACK

/ < T4 ESCORT

HATAKAZE

ESCORT

ATTACK AT 1400 THE

SAME DAY

S = VESSEL SUNK BY TORPEDOES

Ds= " DAMAGED BY TORPEDOES

USSBS No 469
NAV No Il

ANNEX A

PLATE 1liI-}




TORPEDOES OF
Ist ATTACK (MIDNIGHT)

NO.4 ESCORT
-
(COMDR. MIZUTANI ) b
| HATAKAZE
d d (s)
> —
ASOZAN MARU MIKE MARU
9,000 TONS 12,000 TONS
(MITSUI) ( NYK) COURSE
—_._).
090°
- =
NOTO MARU
9,000 TONS 9,000 TONS
(NYK) (OSK)
| - - <
KASADO MANJU
ESCORT ESCORT

d(s)s VESSEL DAMAGED,EVENTUALLY SUNK
d= VESSEL DAMAGED

SUBMARINE TORPEDO ATTACK ABOUT MIDNIGHT I-2 MAY 1944
IN POSITION 35 MILES NORTHEAST OF PALAU.

USSBS No. 469
NAV No. IiI

ANNEX B

PLATE (Il -2




NO. 54
COAST
DEFENSE

NORTHERLY COURSE
=N

!

,’ NO. 4
0 0 COAST DEFENSE

\ ‘
1200 TONS 1200 TONS ©  CMDR- MIZUTANI)

=4
SK/

S.S.
500 TONS N
SUB. COI-IASER S-VESSEL SUNK

SS.-SUBMARINE

U.S. SUBMARINE ATTACK ON CONVOY 8 MILES NORTH EAST OF ISLAND
IN APPROXIMATE POSITION 30°N.,140°-30'E. IN JANUARY 1945,
SUBMARINE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SUNK BY NO. 4 COAST DEFENSE

VESSEL.
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NAV No Il
ANNEX C

PLATE (I1I-3




