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Subject: Training and Dutiis of YOMUSHI.
Persoﬁ I~terrogatecd and Brckground:
YANAGITA, Mosuo, Lt. Comdr. IJN.

1938 Greduatcd from.icedenye.
1938(April - July) Yagumo (Trainer)
1938 (July) 1939(Marcii) Yinu (Cruiser)

. 1939(March) 1939(0Oct,) Oboro (Destroyer)
1939(Nov.) 1920(May) Chiyoda (Scaplenc Carrier)
1940(May) 1940(Nov.) Ketori
1040(Nov.) 1942(April) Nevel Acedemy gunncry instructor,
1942(April) 1943(Sept) Kumeno (Cruiscr)
1943(Scnt.) 1945(July) Tsuchiura Air Group “Tod
1945(July) Navy Departmcnt, Transpnortetion, Main Scet,

Where intcrviewed : Meiji Building.

Interrogators: Lt. Comdr. William H, Botz.r, USNR
Lt. 6ondr. F. Sheckclford, USNR

Intcerprcters:s ht. Condr, F.B. Huggins, USNR
Lit, Dtlis CE‘:.I'YQ USNR

Al1licd Officers Prcescnt: Nonc.

SUMIARY

The YOMUSHI progrem wes csteblished by the Neval
Air Arn in Scpteuber 1943 to trein rescrve officcers to
beceo ¢ ground officers with eir groups ~nd sgundrons,
personncl officers, athletic instructors, ¢classiflenvlony
officcrs ot flight schools, ond lisison officcers ot alr-
craft factories. Approximately 1600 officcrs vere grad-
uated, bcforc the wer cnded, from throc schools ihich 1in
their 4 month courscs teoucht-acronautics(tactics ~nd
importrat recleoted subjects), personncl vork and watch
officcr dutics.

The YOMUSHI ossignod to air groups ~nd scuedrons but
not to carricrs werc the closcst thing thc Japrnese Nevy
hed to intclligcnce officers in the lover cchelons. ‘lith-
out cny spccial treining for thc joby thcy nevcertheless
did, before a flight, compile tergct informction which the
air group or squadron commendcer uscd in pricfing thec pilots
and they interrogsated them upon rcturning from conbat or
scorch missions. In no scnsc, howcver, did they concentrato
only upon intclligencc dutics for much of thelr tinc wes
devoted to s2ssigning plrnes to pilots, rcguleting tekcoffs
~nd lendings, kcceping rccords =nd h-ndling routine
~dministrative metters. '
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Q. Arc you femiliecr with the Y0iU HI program?

A. Ycsy gonerally. Yhile with Tsuchiure Air Groun in
1944-45, I workcd with the »rogrem for tvd months.

Q. How long o treining coursc did they heve?

A. Four months.

Q. “herc were the YOMUSHI traoined?
A, MEI, SHIGA, TSUCHIURA,
Qe ¥Whrt courscs did the curriculum includce?

A. Acroncutics(tectics snd releted subjects), porsonncl,
vwoteh officer duties.

Qe Yere the YOMUGHI rescrve officurs?®

Re JCSs

Q. How meny were treined in 2117%

A, About 1600, 1lst Class 200, 2nd Class 400, 3rd

Class 1000,

Q. When did the YOMULEL orogrem stort?

A, Heptember 1943,

Qs. Whrt wrs the reason for sterting this »rogram?

A. Pcowle recturning from Guedaolecenel felt thet ground
olfilcers should be trzincd Tfer zround dutiss. There
were not cncugh fliers to go arcund, not cnough to
perform groud dutics end £ly et tho sanc time,

Q. On what basis woeie cendidetes sclectcd fop the
YCMULHI orogrom? ' |

A, he following cuealificrtions were usuclly ncccecgsery.
(1) Goed physiques but disqurlificd for flying.
(2) Collcge gradurtes.

Qe Did you trke port in instructing the YOMU HI?

A. Ysg, for two months in 1944-45 vhen with the
Tsuchiura Air Group.

Q. YWhet courscs did you tce-ch?

A. I wrs aduninistrative cnd personncl ofificcr for the
scnool. I wes not o reguler instructor, but occosionally
tought clesscs in cdninistration.

- dad 4 ) d o 2 ;
Q. ‘ilas Capt. WATANATE the herd of. the »orogron?

A. Noy not the centirc progrem. He vrs in chrrgé of the
school at Tguchiura., Comm~ndcer Muto KZNICHI, I think,

wes 1n charge of the progrem vhilce Commrnder EMURA, who
hed been on Guecdelcenal, conccived the idce.
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Q. Whet wrs donc with the YOMUIL aft.r thoey graduetcd?
A« Tha Llllbd th- follovine ifivce billetss
(1) vork in thc ficld with r~ir -roups.
(2) Runnliﬂ clossificetion tests ot flisht schools.
(3) Personncl officers.
(4) Athlctic instructors.
(5) Scmi-lirison ofiiccrs at aircroit feetcrlies.,

Q. Did Commender TZRAL have ~nytaing Tt do with tho nPogrecl

A. Not dircetly. He may heve hed somcthing to do with
promoting thc progrem. I'm hot =urc.

Q. Vhet were the dutics of the YCLUUHLI wno werc svlached
te giy groups in The ficla?

A Thoy sclected the nlrnes the crews would fly, regulatcod
takeoffs snd lendings, h-ndlca &arfelrs bstxoen.tﬂu g¢ound
pereommel ond the pilots, kept rccords of thoe flights.

r

Q. ilerec YOMUSHI ossigncd to cerricrs?
A. No.
Q. Just vhet sort of flight rccords did they kecp?

L

A They kept the flight tiac of »nilots rnd crew members,
and pruphrud ThC cowbht ~rd sighting rconerts.

Q. Vhrt informrtion wrs included in the combat ronorte?

A, Timc ~nd plrec of combnt, nunber of rounds firced,
csulte of combrtT.

Q. Vho geve the YOMUSHI suech informction?
L o THH pilot nimsclt,

Q. Yhet is your oninion of thec effcetivencern of tac
YOMUSHI »nrogron?

A, It cone too letc. It wes £oiC heln but not too uch,
Q. If the YCLLLHI had been develoned errlicr, do you
mink it would heve been oifcctive. 9

A. Ycs, vcry much so.

Qe Waa 3+ w~lcioned to trein odditional YOMUSIL vwiasn tac
1er cnded?

A, No. TbuAQ wvere morc »nilots then nlrnes cnd »nilots
co:ld do tiic job of the¥C UTHI, so it wre not intcnded
to strrt cnothor clrss ofter the onc thert greodusted

in Auzust 1945. |
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Q. Bocfore o combot mission, did the YCHMUTHL brief whe £
3ilots on werther nnd tergets? o ]

A. No, thc sir group or sruadron commendor would brief ”
the nilots on thc basis of the data given him by the .
YOMUEHL, - ¥
Q. Would thec YOMU:HI preperc infoermetion on tic nreformance

of cneny aircraft?

A. DNot nccesserily. It dencndced on vacther the £
scuadron commender wantcd him to perform the duty or Nnot,

Q. Would they prepare data on o targct thet the pilots
vere to ottack®

A, Yes. Photogrsphs vere turncd over to the TMilshl
who intcrpreted them cnd geve the iaformrtion to thc
scusdron or group commrnder.

Q. Did the YOLUSHI hove emy treoining in photo 1nter-
prctotion?

A. Oply such groduntes os went to the YOLC “UKA
hoto Interpreteotion School.

f. Yeorc YOLUSHI assigncd to scurdrens os well ©s to
Air Grouons.

A. Ycs.,




