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A STUDY OF THE RIVER OF THE GOLDEN WATER OF PEIPING
Hou Jen-chih

In the anthor’s opinion the River of the Golden Water or the Ohifn
Shuei Ho, was one of the chief geographical factors which helped to decide
the present site of Peiping. The river course has undergone many changes
since the founding of the present city.  But the details of the changes
still remain a puzzle. Not until the changes of the river course has been
made clear can the real conditions of the water supply of this splendid
capital in its early period be sufficiently undexstood. The present study
tries to tackle these problems. The author has made clear the following
facts:

The river was at first a cénal, which ‘was dug in the Chin dynasty, but
the present name was 1ot given to it until the present site of Peiping was
chosen by the Yuan Emperor Shih Tsu, the Kubla Khan, in 1267, who had
the lower course of the river enclosed within the city wall. During the
Yuan dynasty the river ran from the Jade Fountain in the west suburb
down to the Imperial City and its water was entirely resexved for the use
of the royal family. Two branches of the river appeared in the gardens
both east and west of the Tmperial Lake. But in the early Ming perio.d its
upper course was diverted into the lake of the present Summer Palace,
and consequently became the source of the Upper Grand Canal, which,
after entering the north city ran partially into the Imperial Lake through
anew chanmuel under the Hsi Pu Liang Bridge situated outside the nor- -
thern wall of the Imperial City. Since then the River of the Golden
Water Jost its upper course and became merely a tributary of the Upper
Grand Canal. The old beds on both sides of the Imperial Lake disappeared
with the destruction of the Yuan gardens and palaces. A new braach was'
conducted by agueduct into the Forbidden City in the Ming dynasty. The
whole system was dislocated, and no improvement was made in the Ch'ing
dynasty. What we can see to-day is only the two broken parts of the



priginal river system both outside and inside the south gate of the Fox-
bidden City. The name remains the same, while its importance in relation

to the growth of this old capital has long been forgotten.






