
The Wikipedia Year of 
Science 2016: What 
worked, what didn't, and 
how you can pull off a 
large-scale content initiative



What was the Year of Science?



What we did









Professors bring subject matter expertise



We bring Wikipedia expertise



Wiki Ed supports instructors & students



Our impact



6,336 students 
(65% women!)



5,670 articles 
(including 125 women scientists)



4.95 million words



3.5 full volumes of Britannica



Before & After student work



New article



Recruited A LOT of 
science instructors



Spring 2016 Fall 2016 Spring 2017

Students 
in 

science 
classes

2,206 3,924 4,672

Science 
articles 
edited

2,166 2,972 5,240

Science 
words 
added

2.2 million 2.5 million 4.2 million



sciencesandbox.org/wiki (edit-a-thon guide)

http://sciencesandbox.org/wiki




Learnings



A few of our learnings

• Plan for initiatives far in advance 

• Make experts read articles on topics they’re 
an expert in 

• Look for connections to natural partners’ 
strategic goals 

• Follow up, follow up, follow up 

• Edit-a-thons don’t recruit instructors 

• Students don’t understand image licenses



Read the full evaluation

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Wiki_Education_Foundation/
Year_of_Science_evaluation 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wiki_Education_Foundation/Year_of_Science_evaluation

