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TO THE RIGHT REVEREND

DANIEL,

.
LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA, AND METROPOLITAN OF INDIA.

My Lorbp,

It is with the utmost submission to your epis-
copal authority, and respect for your office and
person, that I have presumed, thus publicly, to
approach your Lordship with this offering of a
translation, however imperfect, of a work of your
own composition. It is the first of a series of
Bengalee publications, which the Calcutta Dioce-
san Committee of the Society for Promoting Chris-
tian Knowledge intend to execute towards the ac-
complishment of the sacred object, signified by
their title itself. There werein the Apostles’ days
as well those wko planted, as also those who water-
ed, under a commission from God, wko gave the
tncrease. The act of nourishing and cherishing a
congregation when formed, is at least of as solemn
an obligation as that of forming one; and accord-
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ingly the venerable Society just mentioned pro-
motes, where the other incorporated sister Society
is engaged in propagating, the knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Human reason itself, no less
than the voice of inspiration and of ecclesiastical
antiquity, inculcates the necessity of securing the
conquests we make in God’s name, of the usurped
possessions of the Enemy ; and these attempts to
supply our converts in various parts of Bengal
with a body of Christian literature in their own
language, will, it is hoped, meet with the encou-
ragement of the Christian public.

Tt’is by raising the tone of our native converts
in an intellectual and spiritual point of view that
“we are principally to look for the extension of the
Church in India. Our blessed Lord was pleased
to compare the kingdom of heaven to a grain of
mustard seed which produced a tree that even-
tually spread over the whole world. Thus it is,
that by strengthening the root and the branches
that have already grown, we are to expect the still
wider ramification of the goodly tree; and the more

we elevate our indigenous Christian brethren in
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piety, character, and qualification, the greatei' pro-
vision we make for the propagation of our faith.
The instruments whereby the rich and abundant
crops were reaped in primitive times, were not the
indiscriminate distribution of gospels and tracts
among the heathen by a handful of missionaries ;
but they were the personal exertions of regularly
appointed ministers, principally among their own
congregations, and the overwhelming testimony,
which holiness of life and conversation in the con.
verts themselves bore, before their wondering hea-
then friends and acquaintance, to the regenerating
power of the religion which they professed ; and
if a similar standard of" piety, good sense, intelli-
gence, and respectability existed in our congrega-
tions, we might hope that every member would be
able to bring in many new catechumens, won by
the proofs he exhibited in himself of the influence
of Christianity over the human mind and character.
The tree would extend and spread by the vigour of
its own stem, while the different branches, how-
ever diversified, would still be kept in close con-
nection with one another, as parts of the same
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tree, and could not altogether separate or be cut
off, without at the same time withering and ceasing
to be living branches. Without detracting there-
fore from the efficiency of tract-distribution among
the heathen, when properly and regularly per-
formed, the immense importance of looking at
home into the state of those that have already em-
braced Christianity, must be prominently brought
to the notice and attention of all to whom any
talents have been entrusted by God, or advantages
vouchsafed in British India.

I have only to pray that God may bless this
present effort, that this translation may produce
in Bengal those effects for which your Lordship
composed the original in England.

Begging your Lordship’s excuse for this public
trespass on your attention,

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,
Your most obedient servant and presbyter,

K. M. BANERJEA.

Corawallis Square,
16th March, 1841.
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