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Contest design 
Some theory 
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Article Writing Contests 

Contest types: 
 

• Quality matters 

• Quantity matters 

• Quality and quantity matters 

– sum: scores of each article added 

– weighted sum: size of article matters 
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Sustainability 

 

• Contest rules should be sustainable: 
 

 What will happen if any participant will 
 take any contest rule to the extreme?  
 
 Will that be good for Wikipedia? 
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Internal vs External 

In or out of Wikipedia?  

• Internal contests 

– contest rules are accepted by Wikipedia 
community  

– can be organized only when the community 
agrees 

• External contests 

– contest rules don’t violate any WP rules 

– the community consent is not required 
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Internal contest 

 

• Internal contest rule example: 

 

– Contest articles should not be deleted (or 
nominated for deletion) until the contest is 
finished 
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External contest 

• External contest rule examples: 

 

– Wikipedia rules is higher than the contest 
rules 

 If an article is deleted (by Wikipedia  
 community) than that article is disqualified 

 

– Whoever gets the bigger number of 
featured articles in a year – wins 
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Participants 

Contests can be designed for: 

• Experienced Wikipedians 

– such elements as wikification and 
illustration can be required 

 

• Newbies  

– wikification doesn’t matter that much 

– but text should be encyclopedic! 
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What we did 
Short overview 
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Article Writing Contests 

Contest types: 
 

• Quality matters 

• Quantity matters 

• Quality and quantity matters 

– sum: scores of each article added 

– weighted sum: size of article matters 
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Our contests 

Quality 
 (best articles win) 
 

• “WikiBioContest-2013” 

 56 really good articles!  

 1,3 Mb of wikitext 

 23,8 Kb per article 
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Our contests 

Quality-quantitative  
 (sum of quality scores per article) 
 

• “Gallery of glory” 

– a contest originally organized by  
Wikimedia RU 
  4,2 Mb of wikitext (in 3 months) 
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Our contests 

Quality-quantitative  
 (size of articles matters) 
 

• “French Autumn” 
• “Writing about charities” 
• 2 contests about regions of Ukraine 
• “Writing about the EU” 
• 2 contest about military and defense (2014)  

 
Usually 2-5 Mb of wikitext  
 (out of 550 Mb added per year) 
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How we do it 
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Basic info 

Period:  

 1 month – 7 weeks  

 

Advertising: 

 Sitenotice 

 

Prizes: 

 Laptops, tablets, smartphones 
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Features: Easy to participate 

Targeted at attracting newbies 

• Many participants with < 2 years of Wikipedia 
editing (about half among winners) 

Easy to participate 

• Just add a contest template to a talk page of an 
article 

Chance to improve 

• Every article gets preliminary score & feedback 

• Finally scored in the end 
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Features: Newbie friendly 

 

Wikification and images are not required 

• Hard for newbies 

• Easy to be fixed by experienced users 
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Features: Easy to organize 

Very few requirements 

• Find patroller-level wikipedian to be on 
the jury 

• Find a sponsor (sometimes they find us) 
for the prizes (few thousand dollars) 

No need to ask the community 
• Rules of contests do not violate any rules of 

Wikipedia 

• Yet, we ask the community to place a “banner” 
of a contest 
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Features: Size × Quality 

All styles of articles can win 

• Some winners win with many smaller 
articles (50-100 articles) 

• Others win with about 10-15 REALLY good 
or big articles  

 

Basic formula for participant scores: 

 SUM( Quality of an article * Size ) 
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Features: Clear scoring 

Transparent and objective scoring 

   3 is the basic score (if basic requirements are 
met) 

   +1 original text / topic 
   +1 comprehensive / nothing more to add 
   +1 very good verification  
   –1 obviously not finished / lacking key info 

   –1 only one main source / verification issues 

   –1 grammar mistakes, other mistakes 

   –2 it’s a list 
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Features: Easy to score 

Mostly one jury member per article 

• Disagreements on scores appear rarely 

• Each article is assigned randomly to a jury 
member 

• Articles of one participant are assigned to 
different jury members as much as possible 

– A possible jury bias influences results very little 

• Still a participant may ask other jury 
members to score his/her articles 
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Features: Bot automation 

Bot makes a list of articles 

• Bot checks for basic requirements: 

– New articles should be created during the contest 

– Certain amount of wikitext bytes needs to be added 
(usually > 3500 bytes) during contest 

– Improved articles should be small before contestant 
edits (usually <  7000 bytes) 

– Improved articles should be “abandoned” (not edited 
by a person in a month) 
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Features: List of the articles 
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Features: Template automation 

 

Template computes score per article 
• All the jury member needs to do is to put his 

score (from 0 to 6) into a template 

• He can also provide useful advice and notes 
about his score 

 

Bot fills all the other required 
template fields  
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Features: Template automation 

How the template looks for a jury member: 
 
  {{Contest_scores/Contest_title 
  | article_title   = Some contest article 
  | article_version = 15131884 
 
  | author          = Participant Nickname 
  | new_artile      = yes 
  | added           = 128846 
  | jury_notes      = Mistakes<ref>ze->the</ref> (A) 
  | jury_member_A   = 2.5 
  | jury_member_B   =  
  | jury_member_C   = 
  | assigned        = Jury_member_A 
  }} 
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Features: Template automation 

How the template looks for a jury member: 
 
  {{Contest_scores/Contest_title 
  | article_title   = Some contest article 
  | article_version = 15131884 
 
  | author          = Participant Nickname 
  | new_artile      = yes 
  | added           = 128846 
  | jury_notes      = Mistakes<ref>ze->the</ref> (A) 
  | jury_member_A   = 2.5 
  | jury_member_B   =  
  | jury_member_C   = 
  | assigned        = Jury_member_A 
  }} 
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Features: Template automation 

In final scoring (a bit simplified to fit the screen): 
 
  {{Contest_scores/Contest_title/Final 
  | article_title   = Some contest article 
  | article_version = 15131884 
  | final_version   = 15142991 
  | author          = Participant Nickname 
  | new_artile      = yes 
  | added           = 153376 
  | jury_notes      = Mistakes fixed (A) 
  | jury_member_A   = 3 
  | jury_member_B   =  
  | jury_member_C   = 
  | assigned        = Jury_member_A 
  }} 
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Outline 

Our contests are: 

• Easy to organize 

• Easy to participate 

• Easy to judge 

• Don’t violate Wikipedia ethics 

• Bring a lot of high quality content 

• Attract new wikipedians and activists 

• Create PR  
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Join! 
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