e  OPNAV#6-223

SACAT AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclasity wher
|. GENERAL . .
CONFIDENT IAL
(a) Unit Reporting . VC-91 ~_(b) Based on or a’r_u?!_ m ;g_x‘_.'_!p(m) (c) Report No Ve=21 f“
. L4
(d) Take off: Date 1; May 1945 Time (LZT) OT80=l (Zone): Lat, &© 21' N, Long. 1270 59" E.

Ground Support, Okinawa.

(e) Mission

oo NN Vi of'Retum_____mo‘I  (Zone)
~ Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. |

NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON _ T BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING
e B | A CARaiES e PLANE

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (F) ™ (g)

- . | Inat, AH-M-108A1 &
TEM-3 (VCe91 | 6 0 8 10 - 100§ G.P. AN=if-30 025 AN-}-100A2.

8 - 5" H,BE. ARs. 02 base MK 157,

TBE-3 | VCa91 2 0 2 Ssme except 7 ARs,

11l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
TH-3 |[VO-94 | 4 | USS SHAMROCK DAY
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) | (f) (g)
TYPE NO NO _ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
) 0 B i e =
lone (ZONE) |
= x T (ZONE)
. (ZONE)

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)

Did Any Part of
Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?

(i) ¥ 30, Describe Clovids...

(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(k) Visibility .

Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon

(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST: ETC.) (MILES)
__-__\{‘,___ENEMY AIEQ_RAF_I D_‘E_STROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By qu___Ai[c_r_g_fj_I_._i_s_t_gc_!_jg_l!_pnl_g). - -
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE B T T e e~ O S e s o oo DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
o TS ach N (oML S . = P cacioctie s oV R A N
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" VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only)..

CONFIDENTIAL
REPORT No VG=01 #64

Al ak, | ey VWIN AIRLRATL & € HstTed e
(c) (d) (e) B
(a) (b) PE ENEMY A/C WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,

TYPE OWN A/C | SQUADRON TYPECé\LlJJI\CI)E O;YOPERATIONAL CAUSE self - sealmg tanks. equ:pment hut) (Give BuredLJie_E?.Fl numbeir of pidnes deatrciyui}.
1 FNone .2 - R e e e o

2 | l _
3 k= . - ) i} B

A d i N - - r ) e P B

5 e 1 . ST T IR v L) o BT i IR . et np ) e
6 g SV N : LTy = .

7 i B B B B
8 e e S B

9 ) - - .

10 B B - B

11 . e - N }

12 - - e - - e

13 o SR . ST B I

14 N B B - . . R NPT e . et

VIl PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

NO | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION CR STATUS

- - BEE—— B i e —————

Vill. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

|

N = — = m—

T NI (h)
) (d) (e) (4) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED :
TYPE MIES | MILES | Av HOURS | AV FUEL | AV FUEL T et N0 O FLANES
A/C ouT | RETURN | IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM - | i -
a _TBl=-3 66 | 6O 4 301 210 406 | 970 | ) 8
IX. ENEMY ANTI- AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). - -
S Em SR CALIBER NONE MFAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over . N ) ¢ T, R :
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm- 5>0mm B B p 4 . A ) " -
| IGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13 2mm o X _ =

X COMFARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMS,
at various altitudes lione.

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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€« OPNAV'16-223 RESTRICTED
Eﬁ’é?r%cgf‘% A'RCRAFT ACTION REPORT ;ii‘ﬁzt'::;dg;irf}v when

CONFID BNTIAL
REPORT No_ V=91 #54

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

x1 ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

(a) Target(s) and Location(si-____uﬂ}_hwm_(!m‘_i (b) Time Over Target(s) Q80Qwl
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)
Cumulus - 3600 « 7/10 -

BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

__(e) Visibility. A\

(MILES)

Zone)

SR EE—— — — . —

(¢) Clouds Over Target
Clear

(CLEAR., HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.)

(d) Visibility of Target.

Glide

(LEVEL, GLIDE OR

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type.-

e ———— - S e

t'l:"'r’F’E-l

e ————— — T —— —_— e m—— —

DIVE)

Altitude of Bomb Release . 38500 20

Angle 45°

Bombs Drop‘oed ner Run - Hs'ia%ﬂ_ Lo ci oo . I
Rockets " w4 VYT Slant Range

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed__ 0 Probably Destroyed & Damaged ____ g
I T, DT R RO e S . o e A e e e s s _
(h) C*xh(:” 1< l“_}jl“_ﬁj__r;fllp‘_gh‘mj MRS AN “}*._um! TI0O NO ]{-?11*} ,.,] YSAMAGE {n& i ~h
AIMING POINT | DiMTLcl)JN ':‘JOP:\'*E - iTk* SQUADROM F_XEEONE}%D jt::—”x?*H} Al .-M-*I*.['::]l-}'} Fg' NT f’” mina HVC;T f‘b*tk .-"J:;af'l*‘;‘l.gr-“.! aT |
T s — e ) e e i
I Artillery Positions & |78 - 100{ G.,P, Bombs 6 &
| |
. jneoaves onside 3w = VC.91 | 6l - 5" HE. ARs.
X of hill TA 7568 F. " | 970 = rds. .50 cal
{
1 180'x480 | | 408 e rds. .30 eal. |
a
| .
e EA—— FJr_ e e e i R T R Lo el e bt ot b i s oo
4 | o _ _
|
I S T b e L= PR o T SN | - SR = 5 o . e e T oo s i a2 s
>’ e e m ]
6 | PR |
| i
S - Lk E gl ., et o St e s o .. < e e S e g e
7 | | |
e — : TSRSty Rmy— . 17 S e e —— — =T e e . RS o - —_—e—
8 . .
| |
L e R TR == B AP e R e T L eI oy~ VR ____,.il_‘_.__._-.___.___ T T VL P - o e o e e i ey = e TR L~ LT
(o) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top Or S i view or both as appropriate, showing !
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above Use additional sheets 1f necessary

This was an ares saturation sattack, in which bombs and rockets were dropped
on the side of & hill reported as dotted with caves believed used as artillery positions.
Pilots were unable to see caves, partly because of smoke from previous bombing and
shelling of upwind ares. A low-altitude observation hop by the flight leader (from
SHAMROCK) was unable to determine the damage; but the area was thoroughly pounded, and
some of the caves undoubtedly were closed.

o

(p) Were Photographs Taken’_ Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT Reclassify. whes

filled out)
‘ P CONFIDENTIAL
Nl REPORT No V081 #64

Xi. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment Describe action fully and comment fr
ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY|  [0llowing applical

L]
OWN AIRCRAFT
!'__:f'l*_.!;;-.’_ﬁE:' [1on
Altitudes
Speeds
Approach Tactice
Use of Cover Deception
Angles of Attack and

L"“ " lr--:-'r"'l y |
TJ e W FE

b S

\ PTG = T b orw e Ui
Distance Of vpening {"lf'r_-

MY s ossnmcn ) aazBokam o« maa ol
l_;{f{t_“l’l?:t-‘  @CTHCS anagd

l p— i
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method ot Locating, Distance

LISpOSITion
Altitudes
Speeds

—

o |
..--' t.‘. [’I {-—",. E‘-f_lf_.}\ IL \ -e
J"—-] h-ft? F LR A ..I"' R S | 181 '
f |

e i o ~ 4 FANE S S
I\ ;1'* OF M I

Distance of Opening Fi
Defensive Tactics
COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weal
Offen )
| F £
f VE s, Owi
; Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
scort Tact
Fickter Dirertion
B 'S T
ight Fighting
; oaqni o Aircraf

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

""'.'A'-i-';‘”'f':'i ~F |.k.__ Xdlale

Approach to Target

Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
D’I‘f"f:‘
Pull-Ou

Dive Angle

Strafina
; .1__! { | -h‘_!
Netirement
™. 5 i Pl d
| -_:{.{Tlf‘ltc‘llvfuw _Id'l '[‘|- ;

Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

o=
|

vasive [act! s. Ship:
oncealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamrﬂmg

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
FUZEHQ
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

&
o
C

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recogn.tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

e —

l : 5 i " . [ ! I " { I: ' J' | ' | \
1y [ \ A r F oyl | ' ; ™ N | F C3FYL©C i - ¥y Wl \ t o i B : f | - = 3 r'w; 1 | | 11 - l = ; | + ) ) s el il }
ol | } Vi ] “i} ‘;}I L)1 i[_’ I*: AW Ir B : S5 T B 4§ el . B . cl | | "__\! | l_ _I :__‘..\ 3 -;_'.1[ “ | L 1 ,l ! T_,-.' }r;_,- D !I {j', | | l'-:“ t l_‘.':r,'__,l : 1'\','. }

Ground suppert activities of VC-91 pilots over Cinawa on 11
iar oAt L 15 RY, x vy " * decn, I }
Megm ot underwey at O7Z0 when eight TBM-8's wore satepulted rom the

HAKTY ISLAND with loads of 10 100-pound GP's and elcht S-inch i rocketse
They joined four VT £ 1 the SHAMROCK BAY.

Lte(j;) Boward, who with Lte( jz) Butler lod the two MAKIN
divisions, desorihes tha fli-ht ag follova:

”. iR sl s v N oy Ly \ : . |
Arriving ab a. orbitl point weat of Naha, we sircled for about
30 minutoes waiting for = target asgi-nment. After recolving it --
artillery positions at TA 750687 == we hrd to weit anothur 30 minutes
while snother rroup finish<d ar »-teel on a nearsby Larpet. ¥Finally oup
o g e ) . nonofe o wore § 3 vy m ae g YY) A )
t&’. .‘ﬁ o m;_ﬂ clﬂf§” ﬂ 1d ‘Tﬁ F;'{ - }ﬂ“ i Bohe &g ¢ A r?} f‘f *rin ,.E‘a,llu. wi i Stﬂrt ()u-‘.r x-.ur]ja’
Irom northeast to southwout, recovirin. sver the water to the west.
r ¢ y
The tarsetse side 0" » hill roported to be dotted with caves
believed 'Q?B('l ag artillary positions by the Japs, just to the west of
the snall inlet extondin: seouth from the big YNalin lake. Tisibility was
o y o 4= S j ) A
good as far ag the waather was concorned, but the tarset area {tself was
* } : o "‘- rndl o . -y s - . v .
:bsodred by smoke from pravicus bambing neardby, anc the caves could not
e sean.

"Three bombins runs were made s droppings three-three-and-four,
followed by two rocket runs, in column formetion. ZPor our bombing runs
we pushod over at 3500 faest, Just under the celilin-, inte n 45 Aerrce
dive, releasinz at about 1500 feet, o used n siniler dive fom c:...
rockat runs, firing at 800 to 1000 verds, .

"After the nttagck the Fllcht Leader from SHAIROCK) flew low

over the arem and reported it thormughly pounded, but seid he octherwige
could not tell whnt dnro-e had been ecsuped. CASOT relertad the nroup

L

W th a "ell NDone".

comeaor amount of lighl AA was seen coning from llehe but i%

was 3018 distance (o the planes., Lt, “mith and Lt. Kane lsnded at
Yontan Field becaw e of hydrsulic trouble on the former's plane, then
returned to base when £t was corrected.

Filots particeipatin. were:

Lte(4z) D. K. Butler
LteVde) A. Lo Smith
Lt.(Jz) D. C. Kene
Eng. De Fo Griagincer
Lt.(jz) M. Do Howard
Ens. L. L. Lundquist
mse S, E. Ulmer
Ens. H. L. Vieau,.
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| . c{g%ra%%&ﬁl d o«

XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

= ik additi sheets if necessary).

JAS P Use additional sheets it 1 \
Guns, Gunsights ' _
Lurrefs_f Two bombs on one Plane (on stations 2 and 9) failed to release.
mmMmunition

Bombs, “Farnedoes The srming bell ersnk wss troken on No. 9 shackle release mechanisam.
Bomb Sights Cause of failure of Ho., 2 station release not detemmined.

) ~y B, ~
B’i,ﬁﬂ IiLq' e tt'aEES

COMMUNICATIONS _ ,
(et Bain One rocket failed to fire, apparently unplugged when plane
HJoming Devices “t.puhd.

Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITICN
e
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT |

Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EGUIPMENT |
Compasses |
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM |

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE |

Airframe
Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics ;
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT
Engines
Erigine Accessories
Fropeliers
Lubricating System

b rd
Starters

Exhaust Dampers
HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM

FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:

E. H. SPERNCER, LT., A.C.l. OFFICER Fe M, BLANCHARD, LTe, Ce0s

e m o S e ———— i S—

SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE RANK AND DUTY
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