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U.S. STRATLGIC BOEBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
s T O O34

C/0 FOSTHASTE , SAL FRAHCISCO

HEADQUARTZRS

2

IRTIRR0OIAEI6H FO, 31 ' Place: Omniya Plen
h
Date: 17 0ct,1945
M.QE?_
vivision of Origin: Snipping & Rail Transp.
Suthject: Imoﬁrlel Government Railroad 2néd
Locomotive shops - Omiya,
a, GCapacity
b. Bomb Damace
Personnel interrogated and backzround of eaeh:
M. Suzuki vorks kianager - Omiye
A. Yamaguchi Lirector Railway Division,
Liason Of Picer Tokyo
1. Yumoto lechanical Mncineer
fallway DlViSlOn Tokyo.
Interrozator: Ralp P. Russel.
allied Officers Present: Capt. Robt. A, Lishtburn
SUNMMary s

Inis plent is the larzest r~ilroad snop 1in Janan
pairing locowo?ives cCars, ‘Utﬂﬁonlles 21C trucks. ﬁlso
meintains all the ele ct ~ified roac eqLipment.

» 1s normally 190 to 20 freizht
6 one locomotive.

b, The mexirum nersonnel ermployed curing the war was
5,000, =t present there is a totsl of 4 6“0 employed in the
folloving cates :hries, 900 supervisors, =oreﬁﬁn and clerks, 500
cpniertiLthr%; anc 3 200 workmen.

C. 4 shortaze existed curing the wer in ngterials,
nindicapning the plant in its work. Oxvzen, coke, &nd s~ecin 1
w“terlﬂls stch s stavbolts and sheetnetal were especlally
critical. The plant wes oble +n meintain 2 limited sunnly
throush very careful reclomation, onc use of secondh~nd material.

d¢d. On thig 3- tey; the nlaant wes very octive repeiring

cars anc locomotives, anc aic have SUfPlfiunt materials to main-
tain 1ts revely progren,

The plant was boubed once, 14 April, 1045,‘be1nw hlt in the south
east end of the 4re1“nt Car Repa 1r Shop9 cousing fire, L1718

plant vas shut covn “or the cay, debris was cleured anc epera-
tions resumed the ﬁe EL g oy, 61 huncéred (600) incenélﬁrv bombs

vvere” estimated to have f“llei burning sone sm~1l builcings
ﬂpochr section of the Fred ”ht Cer ?OW:ir Snop ~nd Omalutelv
cestroving ten (10) nassenzer cars.

Countermensures tsoken ~2rinst roids were the removal of » namber
of sm~1l huildines to »rovice = cirebhreak.

4




r =
=

JRLSCRIPT of Interrogati. <ce Ldmiral T. OZa¥lL, 1JN

Qe

db @

il @

Q.

dle

Qe

By

oy s e Sy S 2 en - s e i @GS S 9 S Sy @ 20 A 0 oWy

First Day, 19 June 1944.

“hat losses did you have on the first day and when @id they occur relative
to the tim~ of initiatins your attack?

Two carriers were sunk that day, the TAIHO and SHIKOKU,

Give me details about the sinking of the SHIKOKU,

She was sunk by a submarine at one o'clock in the afternoon (not quite
surc of details; was far from the scené). The first rave of planes had
left the ship, and the submarine attack occurrec before the second wave
ras loaunched, The first wave had not vet returned, I received a report
that the carrier —as afloat 2 or 3 hours after the hit,

Ls for the TLIHO, that happened there?

It -sas a submarine torpedo at 0900 on the 19th., {1l the gasoline spread
around in the hangexr deck, exploded, and hecouse of this exnlosion the
TLIHO suvnk at perhaps 1100,

Before launching the first -ave?

Ifter the first —ave left and before the second vrave was launched,

The Admiral then transferred to -that ship?

He transferred to the ZUIK.KU by meons of a destroyer.

Durings this period twthen ships were lost and the 1lst and 2nd -raves of
plcones were sent out for the attacks, was the whole disnposition fairly
close torether, say within 50 miles?

Within a range of 100 miles, the entire formation.

What ere the first reports you had of the results of the air attack on
the American Task Forcej when ¢id you get the report and what were they?

I did not know until this operation ended and the planes returnec¢, In
other words, during the action I received no report of fmerican camarge,

and never Jdid receive full information,

Jbout how many plones did yor send out; ho' many waves and how many
planes?

The 1st ~mmve s 300 plenes zltogsether (not quite sure); the 2nd wave

a verv for planes on 2ccount of the t o earriers being sunk, perhaps about
100

The other planes sank 7ith the carriers?

Yes.

Lbout that total of planes did you have in all the ships beflore you came
up there?

We broveht altogether obout 400 or 450 planes..
[ind of those planes ho  many returned from the 1lst and 2nd waves?
I do not recollect; but very fewr returned.

Did you know whether a considercble number hed gone in and landed at
GUAM? Dicd youv cet reports from GUAM?

I received a report to that effect, I think they landed ot GULM ~nd
TINIAY, '
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Ho» were nlans changed ns o result of first days action?

The plan was chanped to such an extent that the next cday the ships were
to go back rest to refucl and then try to attack again. There ere no
chonpes in hasie plan but a necessitated change in Japanese movements,

Did you receive any new directive or intelligence from Admiral TOYOLL.

~a o veanlt of the

fipst ¢

I rceecived no renort from

C aVE ti O,

layre

Admiro]l TOYOD. directly as a result of the first

en the 1st and 2nd waves were sent out, what were the flight commanders
ordersy whot were they to attoack, first priority, = what was the plen?

The mein order -ras to attock the earriers in conjunction with land=based
planes; only to attack the carriers, Also the land=-based planes were to

ntteck carriers,

his is the point, if attacks from all the planes were to be coordinated,
was an effort made to strike at the same time?

The pl-ones mode formation {rendezvous) in intividual squadrons, and every
squadron was to toke its individuzl target.

Second Doy, 20 June 1944

The next day vou had very few planes: about how many left?

o

Po.rhaps o 1little less

than 60, perhaps about 40 planes left on the

ZUI*H’U of the entire First [lir Squadron, Jbout the same number of
nlanes left in the lst and 3rd Squadrons,

What wias your plan to employ those planes on the 20th?

The day of the 20tk -

submarines, Next

attack ¥

ns occupieé by refueling, ond keeping wateh against
'os intended to be made on the 21st,

Muring the day of the 20th while refueling, etc, ond vntil late in the

1

¢ay, “hat information did you have on movements of the U.S. Task Force?

imerican scout planes interfered rith the fueling operations, anc the
force had to go still further west., Fueling never tas accomplished, and
cpovt evening the lmericar bombing attock was received ond resulted in
the logs of one coarrier in the 2nd air Squadron,

Thot es the HIYD?

A

Yes, anx
had to ek-npe the

the JUNYO received serious cdamage., By result of that attack we

refueling and att-cking plan cltorether, We abondoned
rigincl plans ond retired to OKINAWL, and at the same time I received a
clopateh from [Jdmiral TOYOD.. that we should abandon the attack and return,

That nicht you received the dispatch?

In tre evening of the 20th I received orders to similar effect from

Afmipnl TO?ODﬂ.

“ith resmect to the HIYO, can you tell me the details of the damage;
‘id you sink her or did she sink from torpedo or bombing attack?

one saonk on a2ccount of the

P, .
Perhaps 1=5 hours;
1t Tag a econverter
nroteetion,

Hor soon cdic stke sink?

she had
corrier

danoge, mostly by bombing,

very insufficient defense equipment becouse
~n® had insufficient compartmentation and
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