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Now Phaes in the Iloeal Political Circles

Liberal Party Molds Ll Pervent of Prefectural Assembly
Josta due Yo Mass Joining of the Party by Independents

The atiomal Tlection Hanagement Commlssion complled 2 list of sxscutive
heads and local assembly memborg according to party affilistion indicating the
ngw phase of local political circles follewing the local elections of last

April, This survey was conduclted on a natiomwide bagls for the first time after
the local electicns.

e swvey reveals thatt

Lo A greater mimber of independents elected joined politicsl pare
- ~ ties afier the election than before the elscilon, in the case
of prefectural assesbly members, close to two hundred of them joined the Idbevael
Party and the minor 8 only ons month after the election, Az 2 result. the
Liberal Party holds percent of the total prefecturel assemdly seats in
couniry, secwring a predominant position in local political circles with a great
HArgin over the Democratic and the Soclal Demoeratic Parties.

Z2¢ 'he redagtion of the {ized musber of local assenbly netbers snd
Sne merger of towns and villages were carred out to & considerable oxtent prior
to the electlion, I1 Decame clear Lhat the total fiwed muber of sxeculive hoads
and asgenbly members throgghout the countsy after the election wes more than
sgven thousand lezs than that before the election,

wend alter the slection.

“he sctivitles of prefectural asseubly members are particularly notiiocesble.
‘he gugber of lindependents immediately alter the election was 783, but the mme
ber was reduged to 507 within one month after the slection. On the other hand,
the Litorsl Yarty gained 77, whils the Soclal Democratic Party and minor parties,
including loeal political partics organized by newly elected assenhly =embers
within the prefectures, registared a gain of 6 and 120 respectively afier the
elegtion,

Of the prefectures whor: a great change took place, Tharagi Prefecture
lad other prefectures with ten out of eleven independents joinins the Liberal
Party, followed by Akiia and Shilzucia “refectures where the majority of independ-
ents Jjoined the Liberal Party., In Nagapo and Mie Prefeciures, more $han 01 Lo
dependents have organissd miner partios within the srefectures. A greater mumber
of indspeadsnts in Juma Frefecture went over to the Demseratic Party, giving an
shsolite majority to the party in the prefectural assewbly.

As the result of this trend, the Iiberal Party has increaged itg influence
in Miyagl, Akita, Ibarsgl, Kanagawa, Shisuoka, and Hyogo Prefectures., In
elghleen prefectural assemblios, the Libexal Party has the absolute majority,
The "ational Election Usnegement Comnission interprets that this change in ¢
prefectural assembliss was due to activities to win over independents in cone

nsotlon with the elsction of speskers and vice-speakers st the first session of
prefectuunl assesblies following the elactim.
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