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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”
by SHEN FU

Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER FOUR:

THE JOYS OF TRAVEL

In the spring of 1784, 1 accompanied
my father to the yamen of Wukiang under
the magistrate Mr. Ho, where 1 had collea-
gues like Chang Pinchiang of Shanyin,
Chang Yingmu of Wulin, [Hangchow]} and
Ku Aich’ian of T’iaoch’i. There we had
the privilege of preparing a provisional
palace for the Emperor at Nantouyii, and
thus had the honour of seeing His Majesty
a second time. One day [during this occa-
sion], I suddenly thought of returning home
when it was already approaching sundown.
I got a small “fast boat,” which was the
kind used for fast official errands with two
oars at the sides and two yeolu at the stern.
This kind was called in Kiangsu ‘“Horse’s
Head on the Surf” because it went so fast
on the Taihu water. Quick as riding upon
a stork in the air, T reached the Wumen
Bridge in a second, and reached home be-
fore supper was ready.

The people of my district were usually

given to luxuries, and on this day they were
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still more extravagant. I saw dazzling lan-
terns and heard music of the flute and song
all over the place, suggesting to me the
“painted beams and carved girders,” “bead-
ed curtains and embroidered screens,”
jade railings,” and “screens of [women in]
embroidered shoes” mentioned in ancient
literature. I was dragged about by my
friends to help them in arranging flowers
and hanging silk sashes. In our spare time,
we would get together and indulge ourselves
1in wine and song or go about the place.
Like all young people, we went through all
this din and commotion without feeling
tired. 1 would not have seen all this, if I
had been living in an out-of-the-way village,
even though it was a time of national peacse
and order.

That year Ho, the magistrate, was dis-
missed for some reason or other, and my
father went to work with another magis-
trate Wang at Haining [in Chekiang].
There was a Mr. Liu Hueichieh at Kashing,
a devoted buddhist, who came to call on my
father. His home was situated by the side
of the Tower of Mist and Rain [at Kashing],
and had an open tower called Moon-in-the-
Water Lodge overlooking the river. . This
was where he used to recite buddhist, books
and was arranged spick and span like a
monk’s studio. The Tower of Mist and
was where he used to recite buddhist books,
and had an open terrace looking out on
green willows on the banks all around; had
there been more bamboos, the view would
have been perfect. Fishing boats lay about
on the stretch of calm water—a scene which
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seemed to be best looked at under the moon-
Jlight. The monks there could prepare very
excellent vegetarian food.

At Haining I was working with Shih
Hsinyueh of Nanking and Yi Wuch'iao of
Shanyin as my colleagues, Hsinyviieh had
a son called Choheng, who was gentle and
quiet of disposition, being the second best
friend I had in Iife. Unfortunately, we
|met only for a short time and then parted
like duckweed on the water. I also visited
the “Garden of Peaceful Eddies” of Mr.
Ch’en, which occupied over a hundred mow
and had any number of towers, buildings,
terraces and winding corridors. There was
a wide pond with a zigzag bridge of six
bends across it; the rocks were covered with
ivy and creepers which helped to make them
look so much more natural; a thousand old
trees reared their heads to the sky, and in
the midst of singing birds and falling
flowers, 1 felt like transported into a deep
mountain forest. Of all the gardens I had
seen built with artificial rockeries and
pavilions on a flat ground, this was the one
which approached nature most. One day we
had a dinner at the Cassia Tower and the
flavours of the food were simply lost in the
flowers around—with the exéeption of pickl-
ed ginger, which remained sharp and pun-
gent. The ginger is by itsnature the more
biting the older it becomes, and it seems to
me extremely appropriate therefore for it
to be compared to old dour, veteran ministers
of state, who often have more guts than the
young ones. ‘ _

Going out of the South Gate, one eame
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upen the great sea, its white-crested bores
rushing by twice daily with the ebb and tide
like miles-long silvery embankments. There
were surf-riding boats lying in wait with
the bow facing the on-coming bore. At the
bow of the boat was placed a wooden board
shaped like a big knife for cutting the water
when the bore came. With a movement of
the cutter, the tide was divided and the boat
took a dive into the water. After a while
it came up again, and turning round, it fol-
lowed the surf up the bay for miles with a
tremendous speed.

On the embankment, there was a pagoda
in an enclosure where I once viewed the
hore on a mid-autumn night with my father.
About thirty 1i eastwards further down the
embankment, there was the Needle Hill,
which rose up abruptly and ended up in the
sea. A tower on its top bore the signboard:
“The Sea is Wide and the Sky Empty,” from
which place one could gain an unlimited view
of the universe, with nothing except angry
sea waves rising to meet the sky,

I received an invitation to go to Chich’i
in Huichow {in Anhui] from the magistrate
¥r. K’eh there, when I was twenty-five years
of age. 1 took a river junk from Hangchow,
sailed up the Fuch’un mountain and visited
the Fishing Terrace of Yen Tzeling. This
socalled “Fishing Terrace” was located half-
way up the hili in the form of an over-
hanging cliff over a hundred feet above the
water level. Could it be that it was on the
same level with the river in the Han Dynasty?
On a moon-iit night, our boat anchored at
Chiehk’ou. where there was an inspector’s
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office. The moon seemed. so small on the
high mountain and rocks steod up above
the surface of the water, making a most
enchanting picture. I also got a glimpse of
the foot of Huangshan, or the Yellow Moun-
tains, but unfortunately could not go up ex-
plore the whole place,

The town of Chich’i is a very small one,
being situated in a mountainous region and
inhabited by a people of very simple ways.
There is a hill near the town called the Stone
Mirror Hill. One goes up by a zigzag moun-
tain path for over a li, after which one sees
jageed rocks and flying waterfalls, with the
place so moist and green that it seems literal-
lv to ooze a kind of verdant radiance. Go-
ing higher half-way up the hillside, one sees
a sguare stone pavilion, with perpendicular
rocks on all sides as its walls. The sides of
the pavilion are as straight as a screen and
of a green colour, being brilliant enough to
reflect one’s image. Local tradition has it
that this mirror could reflect one’s previous

existence and that when Huangch’ao* arrived

here, he saw in it his own image in the
shape of a monkey and was so infuriated
that he set fire to it; so from that time on,
the Stone Mirror has lost its occult pro-
perties,

Ten ¥ from the town, there was the
Cave of Burning Clouds, with rocks in twist-
ed jagged and most irregular formations,
like the rock paintings of the “Woodcutter
of Yellow Stork Hill,”® but the whole thing

¢ The great bandit chief at the end of Han
Dynasty.
5 Pen name of a Yiian Painter, Wang Meng.
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was in a sort of jumble without any plan
or purpose. The rocks of the cave were of
a deep livid colour, with a very nice and
quiet temple by its side. Once 1 was in-
vited to dine there by a salt merchant called
Ch’eng Hsitku. We were eating some
mant’on with stuffing of mince-meat and
an acolyte was watching us eating with wide
open eyes, which induced me to give him
four pieces. As we were leaving, we gave
him two {foreign dollars as tips, but

the monk did not know what they were
and would not accept them. I told him
that one such dollar could be exchanged
for over seven hundred cash, but the
monk still declined to accept them on
the ground that he could not exchange them
in the neighbourhood. Then we got together
six hundred cash and gave them to the monk,
which he gladly received. It happened that
1 went there some days later with some of
my friends, bringing along a basket of
eatables. The old monk told me that the
acolyte had deveioped diarrhoea after we had
left, that he did not know what we had
given him to eat and that we should refrain
from doing any such thing hereafter. It
seemed then unfortunately true that a vege-
tarian stomach cannot hold non-vegetarian
food. And I said to my friends, “It seems
that a monk ought to stay in a secluded place
like this completely shut out from the world,
in order to achieve true peace of mind. The
monks at Huch’iu Hill, at my native place
[Hangehow], for instance, see nothing ex-
cept handsome boys and pretty Sing-song
girls all day. They hear nothing but string
instruments and the flute and singing, and
smell nothing by excellent wine and delicions
dishes. How could they foget the life of
the senses and live like dried-up logs?”

(To be continued)
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